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AUDREY JACKSON

Minister Matthew Morine 
discusses the Partners in 
Missions for Colorado program.

BY AUDREY JACKSON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Days after a 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake devastated communities 
in Turkey and Syria, Christians 
gathered at the Antalya Bible 

Church for an evening of prayer. 
As they filed in, minister Metin 

Ozkaya observed the red-rimmed 
eyes of his friends and fellow believ-
ers and thought about Romans 12:15:

“Rejoice with those who rejoice; 
mourn with those who mourn.”

Members of the Antalya church, 
about 500 miles from the quake’s 
epicenter, poured out their pain 
singing hymns of 
lamentations and 
praying for hours.

At press time, the 
official death toll in 
Turkey topped 38,000 
and was expected 
to keep rising, the 
Turkish government 
reported. Deaths in 
Syria had climbed above 5,500. 

“The emotional affliction is simply 
too much,” Ozkaya said. “Two earth-
quakes in one day — 24 hours.”

Since the Feb. 6 disaster, the 
church leadership has focused on 
spiritual support. 

Andrew Brinley, an Antalya church 
elder supported by the Landmark 
Church of Christ in Montgomery, 
Ala., has lived through several crises 
in Turkey since 2007 — but nothing 
to this magnitude.

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

CASTLE ROCK, Colo. — Matthew Morine’s 
friends in ministry keep quitting.

The job, tough in normal times, 
became insurmountable during the 
pandemic.

“It’s not because they dislike ministry 
or they’re not wanting to serve the 
church,” said Morine, pulpit minister for 
the Castle Rock Church of Christ in this 
booming Rocky Mountain city of 80,000.

“They can’t afford it,” the 45-year-old 
native Canadian said of the typically 

low-paying vocation. “And there is so 
much conflict in our churches that 
they’re finally getting tired of it.”

The Castle Rock church, which aver-
ages Sunday attendance of about 230, 
wants to be a part of the solution.

“Essentially, our mission is: How do 
we invest in churches in Colorado?” said 
Morine, the congregation’s minister for 
14 years. 

“Castle Rock is an affluent area 
with lots of resources,” the preacher 
explained, noting the city’s nearly tenfold

‘God is 
crying 
with us’

MICHAEL WYKE, ASSOCIATED PRESS

Newly named Houston Texans head coach DeMeco Ryans, center, is presented a jersey by team owner Cal McNair, left, and general 
manager Nick Caserio, right. Ryans, 38, first placed membership with the Fifth Ward Church of Christ as a rookie linebacker for the 
Texans in 2006. “He’s very humble, so he’s not going to want too much attention,” said Fifth Ward minister Gary Smith, who attended 
the recent news conference officially announcing Ryan’s hiring. “But he’s proud that he’s a member of the Church of Christ.”

‘Very humble’ Christian named head coach of NFL’s Texans

Small churches: a mission field?

See COLORADO, Page 8

DESPITE BEING DEVASTATED by
the earthquake, Turkish 
Christians are still 
working to serve the Lord.

COLORADO INITIATIVE  equips and encourages ministers, leaders and their families. Brinley
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Preaching Ministry ·  Family & Youth Ministry ·  Women's Ministry
Deaf Ministry/Interpreter Training ·  School of Missions

T H E  B O X
O U T S I D E
T H I N K

3723 34th Street,  Lubbock, Texas 79410
800.658.9553 |  sunset.bible

Sunset International Bible Institute has for generations served the Lord and churches of
Christ  by training preachers and soul-winners that have reached many nations with the

gospel truth. I am thankful for their continuing efforts for the cause of Christ .  
-  Phil Sanders

Ministry Training

https://www.sibi.cc/


BY AUDREY JACKSON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark.

On a recent Sunday morning, 
projection screens at the 
Windsong Church of Christ 
displayed Psalm 127:3: “Children 

are a heritage from the Lord.” 
On stage, the church’s elders 

surrounded their preacher’s family 
in prayer. Minister Chris Kearney’s 
infant daughter, Miah, looked out at 
the congregation. 

“Holy Father, we thank thee for this 
day and all of the blessings of life,” 
elder Mike Marlar prayed. “We pray 
for the spiritual growth and develop-
ment of Miah. As she grows, we pray 
that you will keep her close to thee, 
that you will give her the presence 

and control of your Holy Spirit.”
The dedication was reminiscent 

of the Arkansas church’s greater 
mission: Growing the church through 
its youngest members. 

The focus on children helped draw 
Kearney, who has a background in 

youth ministry, to the church staff in 
April 2022. 

“We know that one of the problems 
facing the church is young people 
leaving the church,” Kearney said. 
“So what was the real selling point 
for me coming to Windsong is that 
the No. 1 thing we’re going to be 
devoted to is family ministry and the 
children.”

REVERSING A TREND
In this congregation where atten-

dance fluctuates between 350 and 
400, children represent only about 15 
percent of the members — yet the 
church expansion goals emphasize 
bolstering the youth and children’s 
ministry programs. 

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MEMPHIS, Tenn.

Apicture of Tyre Nichols in his 
hospital bed greeted a recent 
assembly of the Coleman 
Avenue Church of Christ.

The same big screen displayed 
photos of five Memphis police officers 
charged with murder in the 29-year-
old Black man’s death.

The images reflected the impor-
tance of the case to Christians in this 
Mississippi River city of 630,000, where 
Nichols’ death and graphic videos of his 
beating sparked national protests.

The predominantly Black congrega-
tion offered special prayers and talked 
“in no uncertain terms” about the case, 
said longtime minister John DeBerry 
Jr., a former Democratic state repre-
sentative who now serves as a senior 
adviser to Republican Gov. Bill Lee. 

“I think it is a systemic issue and that 
it is not a new issue,” said DeBerry, 
who as a teen witnessed civil rights 
icon Martin Luther King Jr.’s final 
speech before his 1968 assassination. 

“While we focus on violations of 
law and protocol and civil rights, 

and we especially focus on it when 
it crosses racial lines,” the minister 
added, “this is especially concerning 
to a lot of us because all five of these 
officers are Black.”

Authorities identified the fired offi-
cers as Tadarrius Bean, Demetrius 
Haley, Desmond Mills Jr., Emmitt 
Martin III and Justin Smith. 

Additional officers face disciplinary 
action or termination in Nichols’ death.

“We’re concerned about the level 

of violence, the level of malice,” 
DeBerry said of the police actions. 
“They tased him and pepper-sprayed 
him and then beat him to death. 
There is just no excuse for it.”

‘JUST ABSOLUTELY GUT-WRENCHING’
Sarah Brooks didn’t want to see the 

videos. News reports about Nichols’ 
fatal beating were bad enough.

“That’s what’s so dangerous about 
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See ROAD, Page 4 

HENDERSON, Tenn.

Ilove road trips.
Except for all the 

driving. And the long 
days on the highway. And 

the would-be NASCAR stars 
weaving in and out of traffic.

Seriously, I like cranking 
up my country music playlist 
and seeing America’s farms 
and high-rises through my 
car’s windows. 

When reporting for The  
Christian 
Chronicle, I 
often fly. But 
for a recent 
800-mile 
journey from 
Oklahoma 
to Texas to 
Arkansas to 
Tennessee, 
getting 
behind the 

wheel made more sense.
I picked up my father, Bob 

Ross (the preacher, not the 
painter), in Fort Worth. We 
headed to the Prestoncrest 
Church of Christ in Dallas 
for the Telling the Story 
Conference on Evangelism 
and Church Growth.

In a breakout session, Seth 
McDowell of the Shawnee 
Trail Church of Christ in 
Frisco, Texas, focused on 
baptism’s importance to Jesus 
and the early church. 

But McDowell captured 
my attention by quoting from 
Carrie Underwood’s hit song 
“Something in the Water”:

And now I’m singing all 
along to “Amazing Grace”

Can’t nobody wipe this 
smile of f my face

Got joy in my heart, 
angels on my side

Thinking about it, I saw 
the Lord

A blessed trip 
with my dad
to Tennessee

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

AUDREY JACKSON

A girl reads Scripture during Sunday 
class at the Windsong Church of Christ. 

Addressing church decline one child at a time

See WINDSONG, Page 12

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MID-SOUTH GIRLS CONFERENCE

Sarah Brooks speaks at the Mid-South Girls Conference in the Memphis, Tenn., area.

See MEMPHIS, Page 10

Christians respond to Tyre Nichols’ death
FOR MEMPHIS CHURCHES,  latest police brutality case sparks concerns, calls for action.
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https://christianchronicle.org/addressing-church-decline-one-child-at-a-time/
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Gonna look ahead, no turning back
Live every day, give it all that I have
Trusted someone bigger than me
Ever since the day that I believed
I am changed, and now I’m stronger
There must be something in the water
Amen, and thank God for 

country music!
Sammie Berry, minister and elder 

of the Dallas West Church of Christ, 
taught on building confidence in 
sharing one’s faith. I first met Berry 
after Dallas West member Botham 
Jean was killed in 2018, and I 
enjoyed seeing him again.

That Saturday afternoon, Dad 
and I drove to Texarkana, Ark., and 
stayed all night. 

Then we got up at 5 a.m. and 
headed to Memphis, Tenn., in time 
to worship with the Northeast Side 
Church of Christ, where my friends 
Jimmy Stokes II and Matt Carter 
serve. They were surprised but 
happy to see us. 

We ate lunch in West Tennessee 
with my uncle Kenneth Ross, the 
only surviving member of Dad’s 
immediate family. 

On Monday, we made our way to 
Freed-Hardeman University’s Bible 
Lectureship in Henderson. Dad 
earned his degree from FHU in 1981.

One day, we attended a Herald of 
Truth luncheon honoring Milton 
Sewell, FHU’s chancellor and 
former president. He’s also a trustee 
of The Christian Chronicle.

Sewell is always friendly and 
encouraging. The day he received the 
Baxter Legacy of Ministry Award, he 
remained focused on others. He made 
sure to visit with Dad and me.

I appreciated my FHU friends — 

including President David Shannon 
and lectureship director Doug 
Burleson — inviting me to read a 
Scripture during a main assembly.

The event’s theme was “For Such a 
Time as This,” and my assigned text 
came from Esther 1:10-12 (ESV):

10 On the seventh day, when the 
heart of the king was merry with 
wine, he commanded Mehuman, 
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha and 
Abagtha, Zethar and Carkas, the 
seven eunuchs who served in the pres-
ence of King Ahasuerus, 

11 to bring Queen Vashti before the 
king with her royal crown, in order to 
show the peoples and the princes her 
beauty, for she was lovely to look at. 

12 But Queen Vashti refused to 
come at the king’s command deliv-
ered by the eunuchs. At this the king 
became enraged, and his anger 
burned within him.

Try pronouncing those names in a 
full auditorium (or an empty one)!

But I did my best.
Chapel speaker Matt Miller of the 

Fountain Head Church of Christ in 
Portland, Tenn., quipped that he 
planned to refer simply to “the king” 
and “the eunuchs.” 

Why didn’t I think of that?
Dad and I hit the interstate to 

return home that Wednesday. God 
blessed us with traveling mercies — 
and plenty of Love’s Travel Stops for 
gasoline and restroom breaks. 

I’m grateful for the time with my 
father, who will turn 78 in May.

I love road trips, but I might need 
to rest up before the next one.

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross. 

ROAD: Grateful for time with Dad
FROM PAGE 3

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Parker Pearce leads a song during Freed-Hardeman University’s Bible Lectureship.

Jonathan recently rolled onto campus in his big diesel to visit with his former 
houseparents. Now 21 years old and an over-the-road truck driver, he wanted 
to express his gratitude to the staff (and especially his houseparents) for the  

  care, concern and love he was given while he was at Children’s Homes, Inc.
Kids remember and value the people who were important in helping shape 

their lives for their futures. Will you be important in the life of a child?
Children’s Homes, Inc., nestled on Crowley’s Ridge in Northeast Arkansas, 

has ministered to children and families whose lives have been broken due to 
abuse, abandonment, neglect or poor life choices since 1955.

Our Christ-centered approach is designed to heal their brokenness while 
opening up doors to possibilities never before imagined. 

Children’s Homes, Inc. has IMMEDIATE openings for houseparents 
on our Paragould campus. Applicants must be ministry-minded, married 
couples who are faithful members of the churches of Christ. 

The housemother is part of a professional team that provides a routine that 
teaches children how to live in and trust a structured family environment.

The housefather provides spiritual leadership in the home while supporting 
his wife’s ministry. The housefather may be eligible for employment within the 
ministry if positions are available. He can also choose to work off-campus.

Available positions offer above-average salary, health and life insurance, 
401k retirement plan, generous paid time off annually, accommodations, living 
expenses, training and personal support.

For more information, interested couples should contact Paul Schandevel, 
Director of Child and Family Services, at 870.239.4031, ext. 124. Resumes can 
be emailed to pauls@childrenshomes.org or mailed to the address below. 

5515 Walcott Road • Paragould, AR 72450
Phone: 870.239.4031 • www.childrenshomes.org

He needed us!

https://www.childrenshomes.org/employment.html
https://christianchronicle.org/bible-conferences-loves-travel-shops-and-time-on-the-road-with-dad/
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Opportunities 
to serve in 

  Christian Ministry
Have you considered devoting a period of your life to a ministry  
committed to helping children in need? Look no further…

Southeastern Children’s Home is seeking:
Ministry-minded Christian couples with strong marriages and team spirits to serve as foster parents. 
The couple will receive a monthly foster care stipend and live in a cottage and care for up to 5 foster 
children. Paid time-off, medical insurance, 24-hour backup and support by social work staff, housing, 
food allowance, gas allowance, and van for work use are provided. 

Ministry-minded Christian couples with strong marriages and team spirits to serve as houseparents. 
Both husband and wife will be employed by SECH to live in a cottage and care for up to 7 adolescent 
children. Competitive salaries, paid time-off, medical insurance, 24-hour backup and support by social 
work staff, housing, utilities, food allowance, gas allowance, and van for work use are provided. 

A ministry-minded candidate to serve in the role of Director of Social Services. Master’s Degree in 
Social Work or related field is required. The Director of Social Services is responsible for overseeing, 
directing, and managing all childcare related services at SECH. Must have excellent written and oral 
skills, possess the ability to be flexible, and meet deadlines. The ideal candidate is self-motivated and 
can consistently meet deadlines. Candidate should also have a passion for the Lord and a love for 
children and families in need. Salary and benefits are commensurate with degree and experience. 

To learn more about Southeastern, go to www.sech.org.

Call or email 
Brad Brooks, Executive Director
(864) 439-0259
bbrooks@sech.org

Southeastern Children’s Home
115 Children’s Way  
PO Box 339
Duncan, SC 29334

Ministry
Opportunities

In the beautiful Rocky Mountains
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Join a well-tenured ministry team providing A Deeper Level of Care

*HOUSEPARENTS    
*COUNSELOR

100% Paid Health Insurance, Retirement, & More
WORSHIP WITH A THRIVING DYNAMIC LOCAL CHURCH OF CHRIST FAMILY 

For information contact:
Nick Mears, Executive Director

nmears@msch.org  ~  (303) 776-6841  ~  www.msch.org/jobs
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

https://www.childhaven.com/employment
https://www.msch.org/jobs/
https://sech.org/
https://nmcch.org/work-for-us/


6    THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE MARCH 2023

https://www.homemission.org/revive-us-again-2023/
https://equipworkshop.org/
http://singingschool.org/
https://www.oc.edu/church-resources/center-for-global-missions/global-reunion


BY HAMIL R. HARRIS | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Franklin Florence moved to Rochester, N.Y., 
in 1959 to serve as full-time minister for the 
Reynolds Street Church of Christ. 

He became a pivotal figure in the city’s civil 
rights movement, as noted by Rochester’s 
mayor after Florence died Feb. 1 at age 88.

“Minister Florence was a giant among giants 
in Rochester’s proud legacy of social justice 
and civil rights,” Mayor Malik Evans said. 
“When we use the expression ‘standing on 
the shoulders of giants,’ we are talking about 
men like minister Franklin D. 
Florence, bar none.”

Florence was born in Miami, 
Fla., on Aug. 9, 1934, to Hozel 
and Bertha Florence. As a teen-
ager, he moved to Tennessee to 
attend the Nashville Christian 
Institute and was mentored 
by evangelist and educator 
Marshall Keeble.

Florence studied at NCI from 1948 to 1952 
and later attended Pepperdine University in 
Los Angeles for two years before returning 
home as the minister for the 18th Street 
Church of Christ in West Palm Beach, Fla.

He was only 25 when he moved with his wife 
and children to Rochester.

Like the Florence family, many African 
American families migrated to the New York 
area in that era to search for better lives. In 
1964, those ambitions confronted a painful 
reality when a bloody race riot resulted in five 
deaths, four of which occurred in a helicopter 
crash. More than 300 people were injured and 
900 arrested in two days of rioting.

Violence had begun when the Rochester 
Police Department attempted to make an 
arrest during a July 24 block party.

After the riots, Florence led the organization 
FIGHT, which stands for freedom, indepen-
dence, God, honor, today. During his career, 
he took on corporate giants like Bausch and 
Lomb, Xerox and Kodak, forcing them to do 
better in terms of hiring and dealing with 
discrimination in their companies.

Historians credited him with forcing Kodak 
and Xerox, the dominant employers in Rochester 
at the time, to train and hire Black people, which 
spurred changes across corporate America.

DALLAS — The recent Telling the Story 
Conference on Evangelism and Church 
Growth drew more than 700 Christians to 
the Prestoncrest Church of Christ.

Attendees dreamed and discussed “how 
the church should pursue paths of growth 
and passion rather than pitfalls of decline 
and apathy,” said Jacob Hawk, the three-
day event’s director. “There was a sweet 
spirit of love and fellowship. ... Lord willing, 
we are excited to gather again next year to 
discuss disciples making more disciples.”

Keynote speakers included Shelton 
Gibbs III of the Greenville Avenue Church 
of Christ in Richardson, Texas; David 
Duncan of the Memorial Church of Christ 
in Houston; Paul Shero of the Southgate 
Church of Christ in San Angelo, Texas; 
and Bruce McLarty of Freed-Hardeman 
University in Henderson, Tenn.

Focusing on growth, not decline

Florence

MARCH 2023 
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PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

‘Giant among 
giants’ Franklin 
Florence dies at 88

https://christianchronicle.org/across-the-nation-telling-the-story-in-dallas-and-more-quick-takes/
https://christianchronicle.org/a-giant-among-giants/


growth since 1990. “And we have a 
strong church.”

That strength gives the Castle 
Rock church — halfway between 
Denver and Colorado Springs — the 
ability to help sister congregations.

Through an outreach effort called 
Partners in Missions for Colorado, 
the congregation works to equip and 
encourage small, rural Churches of 
Christ. Specific initiatives include: 
annual “renewal retreats” for 
ministers, leaders and spouses; 
occasional bonuses for preachers; 
scholarships for children to attend 
Colorado’s Lads to Leaders conven-
tion (directed by former Castle Rock 
elder Don Moore); and minister 
access to counseling services.

The Hope Network, via partner 
Evertt Huffard, and the Bell Trust, 
a foundation that helps Churches of 
Christ, join the Castle Rock church 
in supporting the effort.

In addition, Abilene Christian 
University in Texas, Harding 
University in Searcy, Ark., and 
Heritage Christian University in 
Florence, Ala., offer higher educa-
tion opportunities at reduced rates. 

Roughly half of Colorado’s 138 
Churches of Christ have Sunday 
attendance of 50 or less, according 
to a national directory published by 
21st Century Christian.

“Our focus has been on the minis-
ters and leaders of these congrega-
tions,” said Mark Walker, a former 
engineer and airline pilot who serves 
as Castle Rock’s executive minister. 

“We’re not looking to pay a church’s 
electric bills or anything,” Walker 

added. “We’re asking: How can we 
encourage a minister and his family to 
stay engaged in ministry? Because it’s 
so easy to get burned out in ministry 
nowadays, especially when they’re a 
one-man show in a small area.”

Partners in Missions for Colorado 
grew out of an extension program 
developed by Castle Rock members 
Bill and Ann Young.

Through the program, 15 to 17 
men from Castle Rock travel to small, 
rural churches to preach — often 
driving two or three hours each way. 

Some of the churches are between 
ministers. Others can’t afford one.

Bill Young, 88, grew up in small 
congregations. As a young man, he 
thought he’d get an education and 
return home. He imagined serving a 
little church in Colorado or Wyoming.

“My life didn’t turn out quite that 
way,” the 1957 ACU graduate said.

Instead, Young ended up working 
with large congregations such as 
the Broadway Church of Christ in 
Lubbock, Texas, and leading the 
church relations department at ACU.

But retirement has returned him to 
his roots. “It might be a little bit later 
than I thought it would occur,” he said 
with a chuckle. “But it occurred.”

‘THEY HAVE JUST BEEN A GODSEND’
Bill and Ann, married for 66 years, 

visit the participating congregations 
regularly.

“I just love Bill and Ann so dearly. 
They have just been a godsend,” 
said Dennis Coryell, a leader of the 
Burlington Church of Christ, about 
145 miles east of Castle Rock. 

“The men that they have sent 

out here … have been an equal 
godsend,” he added.

Coryell earned a ministry degree 
from ACU in 1978. But he later 
returned home to run his family’s 
4,800-acre farm, where he and his son, 
Zach, still grow corn and wheat.

Castle Rock members preach 
about twice a month at Burlington. 
The other Sundays, Coryell might 
give a sermon. Or the church might 
watch a video lesson.

Typical attendance ranges from 25 
to 30, down from a high of 75 or 80 
at one time. In the last five years, a 
half-dozen families have moved away 
for job or health reasons.

After four years without a full-time 
minister, the Burlington church is 
talking about hiring another one. 
Perhaps in a year, Coryell said, the 
congregation will be in a financial 
position to do so.

“Again, he might have to do some 
outside work to bring in some more 
income,” Coryell said. “Or we might 
have to get the help of a larger church. 
But we’re fully committed to growing 
again, as we were 10 to 15 years ago.”

In the meantime, the extension 
program is a blessing. “It’s just been a 
wonderful relationship,” Coryell said.

‘I’M GRATEFUL FOR CASTLE ROCK’
Some ranchers drive 45 minutes 

to an hour to worship with the 
Walsenburg Church of Christ, about 
130 miles south of Castle Rock.

Dr. Brad Brooks, a Walsenburg 
church leader, moved to southern 
Colorado after retiring in 2016.

“I am blown away by the perspi-
cacity of Castle Rock in seeing and 

understanding what they saw: the 
underserved needs of small, rural 
congregations,” said Brooks, a 1973 
Harding graduate.

Twice in recent years, Castle 
Rock has sent guest preachers on a 
regular basis while the 25-member 
Walsenburg congregation sought a 
new minister. Hiring a new preacher 
for a small, rural congregation can 
be a long, arduous process, Brooks 
noted. He found out about the 
extension program when the Youngs 
visited one Sunday. 

“They said, ‘We would like to help 
you,’” Brooks recalled. “And so I 
felt like dropping to my knees and 
weeping.

“I’m grateful for Castle Rock,” 
he said. “Without them, my wife 
(Marian) and I would have despaired 
repeatedly, just based on the roller 
coaster of hiring and things like that 
… but also the sometimes stony soil 
that we find ourselves in.”

Besides providing fill-in preachers, 
Castle Rock pairs older women 
in its congregation with younger 
wives of ministers and leaders in 
the smaller churches. The “Women 
Encouraging Faith” volunteers act as 
mentors and confidants.

“We just want to be there for 
them, and we try to remember their 
birthdays,” Ann Young said. “But 
especially, if they have prayer needs, 
that’s what we want to know about.”

Crystal Reeves’ husband, John, 
preaches for the Flagler Church of 
Christ, about 100 miles east of Castle 
Rock. Crystal, who works full time 
as a public school cook, said she has 
benefited from her connection with 
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Former elder Don Moore directs Colorado’s Lads to Leaders convention. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BRAD BROOKS

Dr. Brad Brooks, a leader of the Walsenburg church, with his wife, Marian.

COLORADO: Building up the kingdom — one church at a time

https://christianchronicle.org/building-up-the-kingdom-one-small-rural-church-at-a-time/
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Castle Rock member Nancy Baugh.
“The ladies at our church are wonderful,” 

Crystal said. But the pairing with Baugh “is 
neat because I can share with her things 
that might concern me that I would rather 
not share with my closer friends here.”

Like Crystal, John said he appreciates 
Castle Rock’s commitment to building up 
the kingdom outside its own walls. 

For example, Castle Rock members 
created “VBS in a Box” for two congrega-
tions. The boxes included all the materials, 
instructions and even snacks for the Limon 
Church of Christ and the Trinidad Church 
of Christ to offer Vacation Bible Schools.

“They’re not trying to control or rule 
over the smaller congregations,” John said. 
“But they’re trying to do it from the point 
of view of, ‘Hey, how can we help build the 
body of Christ in this particular region?”

SUPPORT IN THE MOUNTAINS
The son of a preacher, Alec Robison 

never envisioned himself as a minister.
That changed in 2020 when he abruptly 

lost his job driving one of Schwan’s signa-
ture yellow delivery trucks.

Circumstances — providential ones, as 
Alec and his wife, Heather, see it — led to 
him becoming the full-time minister for 
the Woodland Park Church of Christ. 

“Alec says he didn’t think he’d ever do 
it,” Heather said. “I always knew he’d end 
up here. He’s really good at preaching, and 
it’s like, he’s not going to ignore it forever.”

The church, about 60 miles southwest 
of Castle Rock, has 40 to 50 members in 
the winter. When the snow melts, atten-
dance hits 70 to 80.

The couple, who have an 8-year-old 
son and a 4-year-old daughter, speak 
glowingly of the spiritual support they’ve 
received from Castle Rock.

“Even amid the turmoil of COVID-19 … 
it always felt like they were a part of the 
family,” Alec said. “That’s true even though 

we’re up here in the mountains in the 
middle of winter.”

At the leadership retreats, the women 
break into separate classes where they 
can talk more intimately with each other.

“They really emphasize having that 
connection with each other,” Heather 
said. “They’re making sure you’re not 
feeling overwhelmed or alone or under 
too much pressure.”

Morine, the Castle Rock preacher, 
believes small churches can grow. But for 
evangelism to happen, he said, congrega-
tions and their leaders must be healthy.

For Morine, a conversation with a 
minister weighed down by unrealistic 
demands and unfair criticisms emphasized 
that point. “I just looked at him and said, 
‘You’re crying out for help, aren’t you?’” 
Morine said. “He just started crying.”

To Morine, the interaction underscored 
a common struggle: “Ministers have to 
give this facade of, ‘All things are perfect. 
I’m always working. I have everything 
handled.’ And you can only live in that 
facade for so long.”

While Partners in Missions for Colorado 
doesn’t pretend to have all the answers, 
Morine sees the program as a helpful start.

“We can help give them tools and 
resources and really invest in the leaders 
in those churches,” he said.

As overall membership declines in 
Churches of Christ, Morine thinks the 
approach has potential beyond Colorado.

“Our large churches usually get so 
resource heavy that they don’t invest in 
these other churches,” Morine said. “I think 
those smaller churches could be a mission 
field because if they become stronger, we 
can start building up our numbers again.”

SACRED CALLING is a special project by The Christian 
Chronicle exploring challenges — and opportunities — 
facing ministry in Churches of Christ. Read all the stories at 
christianchronicle.org/sacredcalling.

AUDREY JACKSON

Snow covers the ground outside the Castle Rock Church of Christ in Colorado.

AUDREY JACKSON

Castle Rock members Bill and Ann Young work to serve small, 
rural congregations in Colorado.

CHELSEA MACDONALD

Alec Robison, minister for the Woodland Park church in Colorado, 
with his wife, Heather; son, Malcolm; and daughter, Peyton.

AUDREY JACKSON

Matthew Morine, pulpit minister for the Castle Rock Church of 
Christ, sees small, rural churches as a potential mission field.

https://christianchronicle.org/building-up-the-kingdom-one-small-rural-church-at-a-time/


social media is that it autoplays. And 
so I did — I saw a portion of it,” 
said Brooks, 35, a Christian speaker 
and White mother of three young 
boys. “It was easily one of the most 
disturbing things I’ve ever seen and 
just absolutely gut-wrenching.”

The videos show officers beating 
Nichols on Jan. 7 after stopping him 
for suspicion of reckless driving. 
The FedEx worker, avid photogra-
pher and father of a 4-year-old son 
died three days later at a hospital. 

Brooks, who grew up in Memphis, 
flew into her hometown on a recent 
Friday to keynote that Saturday’s 
Mid-South Girls Conference, hosted 
by the Highland Church of Christ.

Unease gripped the city as officials 
released the videos that Friday night. 

Memphis is the seat of Shelby 
County, which has the fifth-most 
adherents of Churches of Christ of 
any county in the nation, according 
to a national directory published 
by 21st Century Christian. Shelby 
County’s 63 Churches of Christ 
account for roughly 16,000 men, 
women and children in the pews.

Unlike Brooks, Jimmy Stokes 
II, minister for the Northeast Side 
Church of Christ in the Memphis 
suburb of Bartlett, purposely 
watched the videos.

Stokes, who is Black, wanted to 
see if the actions of the officers 
charged with murder were as bad as 
portrayed. 

“You were sort of trying to give 
them a little grace,” Stokes said. 
“But watching the videos just con-
firmed that it went extremely too far.

“This young man calling for his 
mother could be any young man out 
there who is trying to get home,” 
added the minister, who addressed 
Nichols’ killing in his sermon Sunday. 
“So those emotions were painful.”

The fact that the fired officers 
themselves are Black adds to the 
hurt, Stokes said.

The case has sparked dialogue on 
systemic racism in the U.S.

“Whether it’s a White officer, a 
Black officer, anybody that would 
do this — it’s sin,” Stokes said. “It’s 
evil. And we have to address these 
things as being evil things that God 
would not permit.”

‘PRAY FOR OUR CITY’
Before the videos’ release, Josh 

Ross, minister for the multiethnic 
Sycamore View Church of Christ in 
Memphis, emailed his congregation 
and invited members to join him in 
prayer for the city.

“Pray for our leaders,” wrote Ross, 
who is White. “Pray for Tyre’s family. 
Pray for our law enforcement. Pray 
for our children throughout the city 
who are being shaped by the actions 
and responses of those they see.

“Remember this,” he added. 
“God’s grace can hold us through 
any emotion we feel.”

At that Sunday’s service, Ross, a 
native Texan, read a love letter of 
appreciation for his adopted city.

“Memphis, I don’t know if you 
knew this, but this past week, it was 
as if national media wanted to see 
you burn and for violent protests to 
erupt,” he said. “It would have made 
for clickbait. It would have given the 
left and the right people to blame 
and specific acts to point at, yet 
Memphis, you made us proud. You 
modeled grit and determination.”

Sycamore View member Julie 
Williams Sanon, who is Black, said 
she appreciated Ross’ words.

“Tyre is not the first, and he 

certainly won’t be the last,” Sanon, 
65, said of young men of color killed 
in police custody.

“And so what you often see is, people 
are shocked and appalled. People feel 
compassion,” she added. “Like with 
George Floyd, Trayvon Martin and so 
many others, the shock wears off, then 
we go on, and nothing really changes.”

Sanon, who serves as COO for 
Agape Child & Family Services 
in Memphis and Shelby County, 

said she’d like to 
see Christians move 
beyond statements of 
concern.

“Our God is a God 
of action. Our God 
is a God of love,” 
she said. “At some 
point, if we really, 
really want to make 

a change and make a difference, we 
have to stand up with boldness like 
the prophets of old, and we have to 
speak truth on systemic injustices. 
More importantly, we have to live 
out truth. It is what we are called to 
be: agape to our community.”

‘GOD IS WITH US’
As Memphis braced for the videos’ 

impact, Mid-South Girls Conference 

organizers were unsure if the week-
end event would proceed.

Brooks, a member of The Hills 
Church of Christ in North Richland 
Hills, Texas, waited in her hotel 
room for news.

“We were praying a lot, obviously, 
for peaceful protests,” said Brooks, 
who grew up in the Sycamore View 
church, where her father, Curt 
Sparks, was the preacher. “But at 
the same time, the outrage is very 
real. I mean, if you were not out-
raged, even just hearing about it, 
then something is wrong.

“I think everyone was waiting for 
Memphis to explode, and they didn’t,” 
she added. “I think that shows the 
heart of Memphis. It’s a gritty city, 
but we’re a resilient city. I was just so 
thankful to have boots on the ground 
during such a hard weekend.”

Protesters shut down the 
Interstate 55 bridge near downtown 
that Friday night, Brooks noted, and 
a handful of church groups stayed 
home because of travel concerns. 

But the conference went on as 
planned, drawing 300 girls from the 
Memphis area and nearby states.

Even as Brooks stood on stage, 
she worked to process her feelings.

“You know, my thoughts were all 
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MEMPHIS: ‘One of the most disturbing things I’ve ever seen’

BOBBY ROSS JR. 

Minister Jimmy Stokes II makes the opening announcements at a Sunday assembly of the Northeast Side church.

Sanon
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Faculty Positions Available

All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to Christian education. Initial 
application should include a letter of interest and curriculum vitae. To complete the application, two spiritual 
references, two professional references and official transcripts for all degrees earned are required. Salary and rank 
are determined based on credentials and experience. 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES • DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES. Seeking a full-time, 9-month 
faculty member in psychology. Candidates with a doctorate in psychology or a closely related field are preferred; 
ABD and master’s-level candidates may be considered. The primary responsibilities for this position include 
teaching, advising and mentoring undergraduate students, and conducting scholarly activity in the faculty’s 
area of expertise. Submit application materials to Dr. Travis McNeal, director of psychology, at behavsci@
harding.edu or 915 E. Market, Box 12260, Searcy, AR 72149-5616.

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION • DEPARTMENT OF INFORMATION SYSTEMS. Seeking 
a full-time, 9-month faculty member. Candidates with a doctorate in information systems or a closely related 
field are preferred; ABD and master’s-level candidates may be considered. The primary responsibilities for this 
position include teaching, advising and mentoring students, and conducting scholarly activity in the faculty’s 
area of expertise. Submit application materials to Dr. Allen Frazier, dean, at afrazier@harding.edu or 915 E. 
Market, Box 10774, Searcy, AR 72149-5616.

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES • DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING AND PHYSICS. Seeking a full-time, 
9-month faculty member in electrical engineering. Candidates with a doctorate in electrical engineering or 
a closely related field are preferred. The primary responsibilities for this position include oversight, planning 
and accrediting of the electrical engineering program in coordination with the department chair, curriculum 
development, and teaching lecture and laboratory courses. Submit application materials to Dr. Brad Miller, 
department chair, at brad.miller@harding.edu or 915 E. Market, Box 12290, Searcy, AR 72149-5616. 

COLLEGE OF SCIENCES • DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. Seeking a full-time, 
9-month faculty member. Candidates with a doctorate in chemistry or a closely related field are preferred. 
Preference will be given to candidates who have teaching experience and can mentor undergraduate research 
students. The primary responsibilities for this position include teaching, advising and mentoring students, and 
conducting scholarly activity in the faculty’s area of expertise. Submit application materials to Dr. Cindy White, 
department chair, at clwhite@harding.edu, or 915 E. Market, Box 12272, Searcy, AR 72149-5616.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES • DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN. Seeking full-time, 
9-month faculty member. Candidates with a Master of Fine Arts or doctorate in fine art or design-related 
professions are preferred. The primary responsibilities for this position include teaching undergraduate design 
foundations and applicants’ studio expertise, advising and mentoring students, and community engagement. 
Familiarity with design software and equipment such as 3D printing, laser cutting, AI, virtual reality, etc. is 
beneficial. Submit application materials to Amy Cox, department chair, at acox@harding.edu or 915 E. Market, 
Box 12253, Searcy AR, 72149-5616.

Please visit harding.edu/hr for further information on these positions and to learn more about open staff positions. 
Harding University is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not unlawfully discriminate in employment on the 
basis of race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, age, sex, disability or prior military service.

over the place, and I had to come 
back to what I know is true,” she 
said, recalling what she told the girls. 
“And that is that God is good, that 
God is with us, that God has more for 
us and for this city.”

At the mention of Nichols’ name, 
the audience — especially those of 
color — seemed to lean in, she said: 
“They were like, ‘Yeah, we’re going to 
talk about this, which is really good 
because we’re all hurting.’”

At the White Station Church of 
Christ in Memphis, senior minister 
Bob Turner and other leaders led the 
congregation in a Sunday morning 
“lament for Memphis.”

“If events like this seem remote, 
Tyre Nichols was beaten to death 
just a few blocks from my wife 
Andrea’s childhood home,” Turner 
told the congregation. “During this 
month, other parents in that neigh-
borhood with young children looked 
out their window onto those streets 
feeling that their kid could be next. 
That the person they love more 
than anything in the world could be 
treated like a punching bag in the 
middle of the street.”

In the wake of Nichols’ death, 
President Joe Biden wants to revive 
bipartisan talks on overhauling police 
tactics and accountability.

Back at Coleman Avenue, DeBerry 
said he supports law enforcement 
and views the idea of defunding the 
police as “stupid.”

At the same time, the preacher and 
politician demands accountability.

“Police should be given what they 
need to protect the community. They 
should be given what they need to 
make sure we’re safe,” he said. “But 
they should also be properly trained 
and held accountable for what they 
do. And I’m hoping that these five 
men are held accountable for what 
they have done.”
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HEAR THE STORY: 
John DeBerry Jr. 
talks with B.T. Irwin 
about the impact of 
Tyre Nichols’ death 
on his congregation 
and his city on The Christian Chronicle 
Podcast. Look for Episode 6 wherever 
you get your podcasts or go to 
christianchronicle.org/podcast.

harding.edu/hr
https://christianchronicle.org/for-christians-in-memphis-tyre-nichols-death-a-cause-for-concern-action/
https://christianchronicle.org/episode/episode-6-tyre-nichols-ministers-struggling-in-south-africa-and-our-two-youngest-guests-ever/


A $4.5 million expansion plan for the 
church building includes five new chil-
dren’s classes and a space for Vacation 
Bible School presentations. Monthly 
service projects led by the children’s 
classes involve the youngest mem-
bers in their community. A “Faithful 
Friends” program assigns older 
members in the congregation a child 
to pray for and cultivate a relationship 
with through handwritten notes, holi-
days and church events. 

All of these activities are directed at 
reversing the growing trend of young 
adults leaving the church — and 
answering questions that have pressed 
Churches of Christ in recent decades.

“How do we raise up children so that 
they know what we believe and why 
we believe it?” Kearney asked. “So 
they’re prepared to engage the world, 
starting from a young age moving all 
the way through high school into the 
college age?

“That’s going to be our focus,” he 
added. “To try to close that back door 
that the kids are leaving out of.”

‘WE LOVE YOUR KIDS, TOO’
With 73 percent of U.S. parents 

at least somewhat concerned about 
their children’s spiritual development 
as reported by the Barna Group in 
2021, many Christians are looking to 
children’s ministries to properly guide 
their kids.

Leaders at the Windsong church 
believe quality biblical curriculum 
might help.

Starting at 4 years old, students at 
Windsong are encouraged to read 
Scripture aloud in class, memorize the 
Old and New Testament books and 
read through the Bible using Immerse 
coursework by 21st Century Christian.

The program is facilitated by 
more than 75 volunteers who fill the 
roster to teach children’s classes at 
Windsong every year. Every class is 
led by two teachers per semester. 

“I think what’s going to help us get 
younger is when we can look to the 
mothers and fathers and say, ‘We love 
your kids, too,’” Kearney said. “‘We 
want them to stay spiritually strong, so 
our curriculum is going to be the best 
Bible curriculum that you’re going to 
find in the Church of Christ.’”

Jamie Bradshaw, the Windsong 
children’s program coordinator and 

a mother of two, said she thinks the 
program offers students a strong foun-
dation in Scripture.

“It’s a two-year program,” Bradshaw 
said. “We group our kids by first and 
second grade, third and fourth grade 
and so on. … So if they stay in our pro-
gram from pre-K to sixth grade, they’ll 
get the Bible on their level four times.”

Bradshaw administers benchmark 
exams during two weeks each semester 
to about 60 children in the Sunday 
school program, awarding students with 
stickers when they pass. The exams add 
a level of accountability for both students 
and families with young children. 

“As they go through semester to 
semester, there are expectations that 
the kids are learning certain things, and 
they’re tested on those things to move 
on to the next classes,” Kearney said. 

EQUIPPING FAMILIES
Spiritual development is not the only 

concern.
Among practicing Christian parents, 

86 percent are at least somewhat con-
cerned about whether or not their chil-
dren will remain an adherent of their 
faith in the future, Barna reported. Yet 
90 percent of parents of 5- to 14-year-
olds think children’s ministry makes a 
long-term difference in their children’s 
lives. 

Leaders at Windsong hope that 
through prioritizing the ministries with 
children, young families and adults will 
be drawn to church. 

“It’s not just us working with the 
kids, but we’re bringing in the families 
as well,” Kearney said.

As numbers in Churches of Christ 
decline nationally from younger gen-
erations leaving the faith and older 
generations dying, Kearney doesn’t 
think the solution is for church leaders 
to change their messaging, but rather 
their approach. 

“I don’t think the right response 
is, ‘Hey, let’s change our doctrine, 
and let’s change what we believe and 
what the Bible says,’” Kearney said. 
“No, let’s stay where we are. But let’s 
change the way we think about evan-
gelism by changing the way we teach 
our children.

“We read in the Bible that the church 
is the pillar in support of truth,” he 
added, referencing 1 Timothy 3:15. 
“So we have to equip our families in an 
ever-changing world.”
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WINDSONG: Developing children’s faith

A girl reads Scripture in a Windsong Church of Christ class on a recent Sunday. 

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON

Miah Kearney peers over her mother’s shoulder while her father leads 
an adult Sunday class at the Windsong Church of Christ. 

Members of the Windsong Church of Christ stand in the building’s lobby.

https://christianchronicle.org/addressing-church-decline-one-child-at-a-time/
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Texas International Bible Institute seeks an experienced leader whose
fund-raising and communication skills will help them tell TIBI’s story
and create relationships with individuals and organizations who can
help TIBI meet short-, medium- and long-term goals. The ideal
candidate will be a committed follower of Christ who understands and
believes in TIBI’s mission to train Spanish-speaking people to plant
churches that are biblical, relevant, nurturing and evangelistic.

For more information: 
Steve Austin, Director

austin@ibitibi.org
(281) 787-3721

Texas International 
Bible Institute

Vayan y hagan discípulos de 
todas las naciones (Mt. 28:19)

OPENING FOR FULL-TIME 

MANAGER OF DEVELOPMENT

ibitibi.org

https://ibitibi.org/en/start-home-page
https://www.agapenashville.org/join-our-team
https://cabulldogs.org/employment/
https://lcu.edu/openpositions
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TheSolomonFoundation.org
855.873.5873

4.63% APY
5 Year Certificate

3.55% APY
3 Year Certificate

2.98% APY
1 Year Certificate

4.63% APY is based on a minimum investment of $10,000 for a term of 5 years. 3.55% APY is based on a minimum investment of $10,000 for a term of 3 
years. 2.98% APY is based on a minimum investment of $5,000 for a term of 1 year. The content and material contained herein are not an offer to sell or a 
solicitation of an offer to buy Investment Certificates of The Solomon Foundation. The offer is made solely by and through our Offering Circular, which you 
should read carefully before making an investment decision. The Investment Certificates are subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering 
Circular. Investment Certificates are offered and sold only in states where authorized. Investment Certificates of The Solomon Foundation are not insured 
by the FDIC, SIPC or any other governmental agency. TSF has the right to call Certificates for redemption at any time upon sixty (60) days written notice. In 
such event, interest will be paid to the date of redemption.

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

On-campus Houseparents
   *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
   *Competitive pay
   *Rewarding work serving “the least of these” 
 

Chris Hagan: 270.843.3038
Chris@potterministries.org

Associate Minister of Annual Giving
 *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
 *Requires considerable travel by van with trailer
 *Speaking appointments at different congregations
 *Physical work involves lifting boxes of 
  commodities and change cans

Contact Byron Henbest: 270.843.3038
byron@potterministries.org

• Do you know what percentage of your membership has been affected in any way by divorce? 
• Do you know what counsel they have been given and by whom?
• Are you aware of the hurtful results of some who only repeat what they have been told?

CHURCH LEADERS

Divorce in the church can be eliminated, but not by manmade rules. Accusing Jesus of 
advocating “breaking up families” and forcing celibacy is a serious blunder. If you have not 
thoroughly studied this extremely vital topic, you are likely to be blindsided by some who 
advocate it. This new book is an excellent study guide on the issue. 

Jesus and the Divorce Issue, the Witness of Scripture and Reason
by William C. Lewis and John Harlan, M.D.,  96 pages, $16.00. Order the book:

www.wclpublishing.com or Bill Lewis, PO Box 35, Imperial, NE 69033

 

 
About Sunset: Sunset Church of Christ is a diverse community of about 300 members in 
Miami, Fla., learning to follow Jesus, who are called to LOVE God, TRANSFORM lives, and 
REACH our community to lead them to Christ. Key Duties: The Director of Youth Ministry 
will lead congregational efforts to nurture spiritual and emotional maturity and deeper faith in our 
6th-12th grade students in partnership with parents, ministry staff, elders, and the youth deacon. 
Qualifications: Candidates should possess a deep love for God, have a strong desire to serve Him 
and His family, and be an active member of a congregation associated with the churches of Christ. 
Ideally, candidates should be Bilingual (English and Spanish) or demonstrate a willingness and 
capacity to become conversant in both languages within a reasonable period of time. Candidates 
holding a Bachelor’s degree with an emphasis in Youth, Youth & Family, Bible or Ministry are 
preferred. Salary Information: Annual compensation is negotiable based on education and 
experience. Housing assistance/stipend available. 

Email resumé/CV to: scocmiamisyg@outlook.com 

Director of Youth Ministry - Miami, Fla.

https://thesolomonfoundation.org/
www.epioz.com/church
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0BTKSQVT9
https://potterministries.org/work-opportunities-2/
https://www.wclpublishing.com/
https://www.sunsetmiami.org/


GWERU, Zimbabwe — “Grace, peace, 
and love to you and the brethren 
there on behalf of all of us here at
Nashville!” 

That sounds like 
a message from 
a U.S. church to 
one of its mission 
points in rural 
Africa. It’s not. 

It is the intro of 
a newsletter from 
Ishmael Mutichu 
in the southern African nation 
of Zimbabwe. He ministers for a 
“young and budding congregation 
in the bustling city of Gweru,” he 
told The Christian Chronicle. The 
church meets in a medium-density 
suburb known as Nashville, 
across the street from “the famous 
Nashville High School,” he said. 

Thus the name: Nashville 
Church of Christ.

Mutichu and his wife visit and 
study the Bible with prospec-
tive Christians and with those 
who have fallen away from the 
church, encouraging them “to be 
steadfast in faith regardless of all 
the hardship the churches now 
face because of the backsliding 
economy, insecurity and high 
cost of all things in the country,” 
he said. 

They also support a congre-
gation in nearby Shurugwi and 
its preacher, Michael Kasimu.
Kasimu and his wife, Samandra, 
recently graduated from Bear 
Valley Bible Institute’s extension 
school in Zimbabwe.

“Jesus said, ‘Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you,’” 
Mutichu said, quoting the Great 
Commission from Matthew 28. 

“Nashville,” he added, “is part of 
the answer to this commission.”

BRAZIL
VALE DO CATIMBAU — It’s a land “without 
electricity, running water, grocery 
stores or medical facilities ... quite 
isolated from the outside world,” said 
missionary Josh Pruitt. 

So Christians in the northern 
Brazilian city of Recife make the five-
hour journey into their country’s 

arid Catimbau Valley to deliver food, 
toiletries, toys and Bibles.

“With every visit, we share the 
Gospel,” said Pruitt, who accom-
panied members of the Downtown 
Church of Christ on a recent visit to 
Catimbau. “We are touched by their 
meekness and gratitude.” 

See more at redeemingrecife.org.

INDIA
PALAKOL — Third-generation preacher 
Aarilla Anil Kumar directs a ministry 
school in this southern Indian city. 
His faith remains strong even after 
the death of his father in a traffic 
accident last year, said missionary 
Larry Waymire. 

Waymire, of Caribbean Ministries, 
teaches a class of 25 in Palakol from 
his home in Tennessee. “We meet 
on Monday nights at 8:30, which is 

Tuesday morning in India,” Waymire 
said. “Some of the men travel three to 
four hours to arrive in time for class.”

ZAMBIA
LUSAKA — Members of the Lusaka 
Central Church of Christ were 
apprehensive about confronting 
the dreadlocked man “who was 
frequenting our premises to draw 
water for the car wash business he 
has across the street,” said minister 
Kennedy Mukuka. 

“Thank God we confronted the man 
with the word of God,” Mukuka said. 
The man, named Greatson, was recep-
tive, studied the Bible with church 
members and was baptized. “Brother 
Greatson has since placed member-
ship with Lusaka Central, and we have 
joyfully been together the past two 
Sundays. We give God the glory.”
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Church members distribute food to 
families in the Catimbau Valley.

In the village of Higo de la Cruz, Dominican Republic, a minister named Simón baptizes one of 16 adults and teens in a pool 
that flows out of the nearby mountains. Missionary Bob Young witnessed a total of 24 baptisms during his recent visit to the 
Caribbean nation as he traveled to remote congregations, many of them composed of immigrants from neighboring Haiti, 
with Manuel Aquino, a Dominican evangelist who lives in the city of Neyba. Since the Neyba Church of Christ appointed 
elders about six years ago, “that church has been the impetus behind the establishment of seven new congregations among 
the Haitians,” Young said. “They are also working with two new congregations in Neyba and another in the mountains.” 

In Higo de la Cruz, a Dominican Christian woman named Anita “has been very helpful in the establishment of the 
church,” Young said, adding that the church needs a concrete floor and enclosed walls for its meeting place. 

FACEBOOK.COM/BRO.BOBYOUNG

Dominican church’s outreach to Haitians yields baptisms

S P O T L I G H T

Church of Christ  
planted in Nashville 
... Zimbabwe

Mutichu

https://christianchronicle.org/around-the-world-caribbean-baptisms-needed-supplies-in-south-america-and-more-quick-takes/
https://christianchronicle.org/spotlight-church-of-christ-planted-in-nashville-zimbabwe/


On a recent Sunday, Brinley asked 
one of the congregation’s older mem-
bers if he knew anyone displaced by 
the quake.

“He said no, but then he just stag-
gered, basically weeping, because 
of how affected he was for his own 
country and people,” said Brinley, a 
2004 graduate of Abilene Christian 
University in Texas. 

“The knowledge that these people 
really don’t have any hope of redemp-
tion or salvation, it’s just a huge 
blow,” he added, referring to the 
victims. “It’s a big burden for a lot of 
the Christians here.”

Sena Ishakbeyoglu, a new believer, 
was one of many in attendance at the 
prayer meeting. She felt uplifted shar-
ing in the collective grief.

“It gave me hope, honestly, and 
showed me how important it is 
for us to stick together and pray, 
especially during these hard times,” 
Ishakbeyoglu said. “One of the 
pastors, Alex, reminded me of the 
phrase, ‘Not everyone speaks the 
same language, but everyone is 
sharing the same feeling, sharing the 
same pain.’”

Her father called the morning of 
the disaster to share the news, but 
she did not learn of the widespread 
devastation until later that day. 

When a fellow church member 
was unable to contact his best friend, 
Ishakbeyoglu spent hours with him 
in prayer.

“He tried to reach her, and she 
didn’t answer, so we waited for four 
days,” she recalled. “Yesterday he 
got the news that her body was 
found. From a family of four, only her 
mother survived.”

‘IT’S OUR HOME THAT IS DEMOLISHED’ 
For Turkish Christians desperate 

to serve 10 devastated cities, there 
is a way to help through Ilk Umut 
Dernegi — Turkish for “First Hope 
Association” — a faith-based non-
governmental organization based in 
Turkey. 

“It’s been 24/7 from day one,” said 
Demokan Kileci, chair of First Hope 
Association’s board. “The earth-
quake happened at 4:20. The first 
responder team left Ankara at 6:30. 
We haven’t stopped since then.”

The nonprofit is working closely 
with the Turkish Red Crescent, 
the Ministry of Interior and AFAD, 
Turkey’s disaster and emergency 
management authority, to serve the 
affected communities. 

First Hope Association partnered 
with Samaritan’s Purse, a U.S.-based 
humanitarian aid ministry, to set up 
a 52-bed emergency field hospital 
in Antakya, which includes two 
emergency operating rooms and a 
pharmacy. 

It received dozens of patients within 
a few hours of being operational. 

“It is our country,” Kileci said. 
“It’s our home that is demolished, in 
ruins, so we do whatever we can to 
help. It’s our houses. It’s our home.”

First Hope Association also dis-
patched six mobile units manned 
by volunteers — both Christian 
and secular — to areas of mass 
devastation.

In Gaziantep, less than 20 miles 
from the quake’s epicenter, the 
nonprofit set up a mobile hygiene 
unit and a mobile bakery. A second 
hygiene unit was dispatched to 
Kahramanmaras, the location of 
a 7.5-magnitude aftershock, and 
the third went 200 miles east to 
Diyarbakir.

The fourth and fifth mobile 
hygiene units went to Antakya, 
the modern-day city of ancient 
Antioch, one of the earliest centers 

of Christianity and where the term 
“Christian” originated. 

‘WE ARE GOING TO HELP, NOT BECOME HELPLESS’ 
The destruction around the histori-

cal location of Antioch is significant to 
many of the local Christians.

The population of Protestant 
denominations in Turkey ranges from 
7,000 to 10,000 members, the U.S. 
Department of State reported in 2021. 

According to the Turkish govern-
ment, 99 percent of the population 
is Muslim. Representatives of other 
religious groups — like evangelical 
Christians — estimate their mem-
bers are about 0.2 percent of the 
population. 

“Spiritually, what we’re trying to do 
is help the small number of believ-
ers here find a place to grow and 
expand,” Brinley explained. 

He sees the damage to the physical 
location of biblical Antioch as remi-
niscent of the spiritual challenges the 
modern-day church faces.

“The physical ruins of what’s left in 
the aftermath of this horrible, tragic 
event is just a picture of that feeling 
of building from the ground up again, 
finding what little remains of the 
church,” he said. “The church has 
been growing here for the last 30 or 
40 years. This is just like a restart in a 
physical sense.”

And part of that growth comes from 
serving their community. 

Brinley is just one of the Antalya 
church members who signed up 
to work shifts cleaning or cooking 
for the mobile units deployed by 
First Hope Association. Several of 
the Antalya ministers loaded up the 
church van with relief supplies and 
drove it to the First Hope Association 
site in Antakya for distribution. 

But relief work isn’t feasible for 
all their members. Minister Ozkaya 
said the Antalya church leaders had 
to consider the limitations of their 
congregation — both physically 
and emotionally.

“We are going to help, not become 
helpless,” Ozkaya said. “We try to 
organize with wisdom.” 

‘THEY DIDN’T BUILD HOUSES. THEY BUILT TOMBS’ 
Offering displaced families a place 

to stay is an alternative way for the 
Antalya church to serve. 

The collapsed or unstable apart-
ment buildings following the 
earthquake have left many without a 
place to stay. 

While organizations like First 
Hope Association are buying winter-
ized tents for distribution among 
displaced individuals, the Turkish 
government has allocated places all 
over the country to meet the shelter 
needs of citizens in their own cities 
or in other provinces. 

Over 460,000 citizens are staying in 
schools, dormitories, hotels and guest 
houses affiliated with the Ministry of 
National Education, AFAD reported. 

Leaders of the Antalya church are 
compiling their own list of available 
spaces among their congregation. 
The church guest rooms, which 
hold up to 22 people, are already 
being used.

Ozkaya has been on the phone 
every day, emotionally counseling 
and making arrangements for people 
who contact the church for help. 

Yet despite the destruction, his faith 
remains unshaken. The widespread 
disaster is the result of poor Turkish 
infrastructure, he believes — not an 
act of God. 

“God didn’t cause this,” Ozkaya 
said. “These are completely human 
mistakes. … I blame the people. They 
didn’t build houses. They built tombs. 

“And where is God?” he added. 
“God is crying with us.”
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First Hope Association workers stand on the rubble of a collapsed building.

EARTHQUAKE: Christians volunteer in devastated cities
FROM PAGE 1
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CONTINUED

IN EAST AFRICA, a Christian ministry serves the most vulnerable 
of the vulnerable — babies and the mothers who lose them.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD 

From the front porch of the Neema Village guest house, visitors can see Mount Meru (pictured) and, on clear mornings, Mount Kilimanjaro about 43 miles east.

‘The God who sees me’

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ARUSHA, Tanzania

Bernadette clutched the gate 
of Neema Village, a finely 
manicured campus on a 
hillside overlooking East 
Africa’s majestic Rift Valley, 

and cried for her daughter.
Tanzania’s social services had 

taken Zawadi, a Swahili name that 
means “gift,” away from her.

For Bernadette, the loss marked 
one more cruel chapter in a hard life. 

At age 12 she witnessed the brutal 
murder of her mother. She fled her 
home and spent most of her teen 
years on the streets of Arusha, a tour-
ist hub between Serengeti National 
Park and Mount Kilimanjaro.

“I felt like I lost my mind,” she 
said. “I was running crazy.” She got 
pregnant. She struggled to feed and 
care for her daughter.

Now her one and only Gift was liv-
ing on the other side of the beautiful 
gate, at a home for orphaned and 
neglected babies.

But God saw her, just as he had 
seen Zawadi. Workers with Neema 
Village, a nonprofit supported by 
individual Christians and Churches 
of Christ, took Bernadette into the 
ministry’s Mothers Against Poverty 
program, known as MAP. She learned 
to sew and use a computer. She 
attended classes on women’s rights. 
Finally, after an assessment by a 
nurse, she was reunited with Zawadi.

“This beautiful woman has made 
an incredible comeback,” said Dorris 
Fortson, who launched Neema 

Village a decade ago with her hus-
band, Michael. “Her story is a testi-
mony that none of us can ever go so 
far that we can’t come back to God.”

That includes Dorris, who grew 
up at a Christian children’s home 
in Oklahoma. Her teen years were 
tough — though not as tough as 
Bernadette’s, she said. Dorris tried 
to run away a few times, but she 
came back and finished high school.

That’s when she said to herself, “You 
will never see me in church again.”

https://christianchronicle.org/the-god-who-sees-me/
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A PAGAN MISSIONARY
“MAP moms,” as Dorris calls them, told 

their stories to The Christian Chronicle 
during a reporter’s visit to Neema Village. 
Several shared that they felt unseen until 
Dorris and other Neema staffers intro-
duced them to “the God who sees me.”

That’s the first name in Scripture (“El Roi” 
in Hebrew) given to God by a human — a 
woman whose life mirrored many of these 
Tanzanian women. Genesis 16 tells the story 
of Hagar, an Egyptian slave of Sarai who was 
given to Abram after Sarai grew impatient 
for the child God had promised them. Hagar 
became pregnant, and Sarai mistreated her. 
In desperation, Hagar fled, but an angel told 
her that “the Lord has heard of your misery” 
and would bless her child.

El Roi also saw Dorris.
“I wasn’t really excited about being in a 

children’s home when I grew up,” she said 
as she and her husband shared a meal 
with a group of volunteers at the Neema 
Village guest house. “I couldn’t wait to get 
out of there.”

Getting out of the Tipton Children’s 
Home in southwest Oklahoma meant 
crossing the state line into Texas to attend 
Abilene Christian University. The home 
covered her tuition.

There she met Michael, a preacher in 
training, on a blind date. A friend of his 
said, “I’ve got these girls, and we want to 
go to a movie, five girls. If you drive us, 
you can have your pick.”

He picked the one who loved singing — 
a love she gained at the Tipton home. In 
the back of the car, Dorris belted out the 
lyrics: “Does your chewing gum lose its 
flavor on the bedpost overnight?”

“You were the prettiest girl there,” 
Michael told his wife between dinner and 
brownies at the guest house, “and I just 
said, ‘This is the one I want.’”

Michael’s cool, calm demeanor was a 
perfect balance for Dorris’ fiery intensity. 
In 1963 he was recruited by missionary 

Eldred Echols to join a group of 12 aspiring 
preachers on a “Safari for Souls.” He spent 
six months in southern Africa, camping in 
tents, surrounded by lions and hyenas. The 
students cut paths with machetes to reach 
remote villages, where they hung sheets 
on the side of their Land Rover and showed 
gospel filmstrips by evangelist Jule Miller.

Once, while using a latrine he and the 
students had set up in the African bush, 
Michael found himself in a staring contest 
with a cobra. “So finally, you know, I just 
said, ‘You have to wait your turn.’ Then he 
turned around and slithered off.”

The safari yielded more than 1,000 
baptisms. Michael returned to ACU with 
a desire to do full-time mission work in 
Africa. He graduated, married Dorris and 
found churches to support them.

Dorris, despite studying at a Christian 
university and marrying a preacher, still felt 
disconnected from faith, unseen by God.

“The church really ought to vet their 
missionaries better,” she said with a laugh. 
“They basically sent a pagan to Africa.”

FINDING GOD ALONGSIDE AFRICAN WOMEN
The Fortsons moved to Tanzania in 1965 

with their newborn daughter, Kim. Two more 
of their children, Rob and Bekah, came into 
the world in Africa. The family worked with 

Chimala Mission, helped plant congregations 
and served an 80-student preaching school.

Dorris fell in love with Africa and the 
African souls she encountered. Despite her 
lagging faith, she found herself in Bible 
study groups with fellow mothers.

“Those African women and I found God 
together,” she said. She may have gone to 
Africa as a pagan, but she came back “a lover 
of Jesus. He’s had my heart ever since.” 

They returned to the U.S. in 1971. 
Michael preached for congregations in 
Texas and spent a long stint as a campus 
minister at Stephen F. Austin State 
University in Nacogdoches.

In 2008, the Fortsons took a trip to 
Tanzania with their grown children. HIV/
AIDS had ravaged the continent. The 
family was appalled by the number of chil-
dren, orphaned by the pandemic, who 
were living and begging on the streets.

“Mom and Dad,” said their oldest son, 
Rob, “you can do something about this.”

‘THEY HAVE BATH TIME DOWN’
They did. In 2011 Michael and Dorris 

surveyed 22 orphan centers in Tanzania, 
Uganda and Kenya. Most could not 
accept newborns. So Michael started 
building custom, double-decker baby beds 
and buying diapers while Dorris made 

arrangements for the move to Arusha.
In a rented facility dubbed Neema House 

(the Swahili word for “grace”), they began 
serving the most vulnerable of Tanzania’s 
vulnerable while they looked for land to 
expand the ministry. They found a 10-acre 
property, whose owners planned to develop 
a safari lodge, and bought it.

Today Neema Village serves more than 
60 children, from infant to age 4, in three 
homes on the property. Some are found 
discarded in gravel pits or garbage dumps. 
Some are the children of addicts and have 
serious medical conditions. Some thrive 
and grow, but others don’t make it. A team 
of Tanzanians feeds, changes, bathes and 
cradles the children around the clock.

“They have bath time down. It is 
amazing,” said Katie Martinez, a member 
of the Memorial Road Church of Christ 
in Oklahoma City and one of about 300 
Christians who volunteer at Neema each 
year. “Those nannies have everything 
down to an art.”

Since its opening on July 12, 2012, Neema 
Village has grown to include a playground, 
a day care for working moms, housing for 
teachers and a farm that produces vegetables 
and milk for the babies and the nonprofit’s 
staff, which has grown to about 60.

CONTINUED

Toddlers greet each other in one of the baby rooms at Neema Village. The ministry houses 
about 60 children at a time and has a big demand for diapers and baby formula. It costs 
about $300 per month to house and feed a child. Donors sponsor individual children.

‘We are not an orphanage. We’re a rescue center. They go home knowing that there’s a man named Jesus who loves them.’

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Taking a walk on Neema Village’s 10-acre campus involves a lot of hugs. Dorris Fortson, right, who 
grew up in a children’s home, draws from her own experiences as she cares for Tanzanian kids. “I am 
(an) advocate for these children,” she said,  “and I think they know that. I’m going to fight for them.”

NEEMAVILLAGE.ORG

The Fortsons leave Mbeya, Tanzania, in 1971 
at the end of their first stint as missionaries. 

CONTINUED

Mkindi Napendael plays and sings with a child at a day care run by Neema Village. The 
day care helps children with special needs, who often are ostracized. They are called 
“the hidden ones, because they are kept in a dark room,” Napendael said.

Caroline Elibariki teaches music at Neema 
Village. The ministry teaches pre-K 
classes, including Bible, to its children.

https://christianchronicle.org/the-god-who-sees-me/


“Michael is calm, a hands-on 
worker, and Dorris is passion and 
ideas and enthusiasm. And she’s 
fearless,” said their niece, Connie 
Penick, who served at Neema with 
the group from the Memorial Road 
church. “They both are thinkers and 
doers. I’m sure that’s why God has 
used them in such a noticeable way.”

Despite the growth, Dorris knows 
each of the babies’ names. She still 
loves singing and leads devotionals 
for the littlest ones with songs like 
“Moto Ume Waka” (“Shine Your 
Light” in Swahili).

Children don’t stay at the village 
for long. The ministry works to 
return them to a family member or 
places them with adoptive families.

“We are not an orphanage,” Dorris 
said. “We’re a rescue center.”

Some children return to Christian 
homes. Others are raised by Muslim 
families. Regardless, Dorris said, 
“They go home knowing that there’s 
a man named Jesus who loves them.

“I never in my wildest dreams 
thought I would end up in a baby 
home,” she added. “But I can tell you, 
it is the most fun thing I’ve ever done.”

Dorris’ past gives her insight, said 
Janice Phelps, a recent volunteer 
at Neema Village who grew up in 
Tipton and worships with a Church 
of Christ in Chickasha, Okla.

“I think the reason Dorris is such 
a good director is because she was 
abandoned herself and knows what it 
is like to be raised in an orphanage,” 
Phelps said. “I think her full-circle 
story is interesting and uplifting.”

The Tanzanian staff feel the same 
way, said Nicholas Baraka. For years 
he tried to scrape together a living on 
the streets of Arusha before Neema 
hired him as a guard a decade ago. 
He also has worked as a gardener 
and a welder for the ministry.

“It helps my family,” he said of his 
job. As for Dorris, “I’m thankful she 
remembered where she came from.”

 
FROM BEGGARS TO BEAUTICIANS

In the past decade, Neema Village 
has become more than a baby home. 

The ministry hosts weeklong 
seminars for midwives in Tanzania’s 
Maasai villages to help lower the 
infant mortality rate in rural areas.

Through Neema’s MAP program, 

women learn skills that help earn an 
income, feed their families and pay 
their children’s school fees.

Leaving the ministry’s picturesque 
campus, Dorris and program coor-
dinator Ana Kimambo traveled into 
Arusha to introduce the Chronicle to a 
few of the program’s success stories.

Lynette, age 25, was working at a 
sewing machine as her son, 5-year-old 
Isaac, played with a pull toy made of a 
juice box with bottle-cap wheels. She’s 
had the business for about four years.

“When I gave birth to my son, I 
had nothing,” she said. “Sometimes 
I thought that God had abandoned 
me.” Then, “I felt a voice inside of 
me saying, ‘Calm down. Just wait.’”

A friend introduced her to Neema 

Village, and the staff there “really 
cared and saw my situation,” she said.

Eva, 33, has a burgeoning salon 
that brings in enough money for 
her three children, ages 9, 5 and 3. 
She came to Neema at the end of 
an abusive marriage. “All the day 
he was beating me,” she said of her 
husband, who didn’t support her 
and eventually “ran away and left.”

She has an open Bible on her 
counter. One of her favorite verses 
is 2 Chronicles 16:9: “For the eyes of 
the Lord range throughout the earth 
to strengthen those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him.”

As for Bernadette, she runs a suc-
cessful business designing clothes and 
styling hair. When volunteers from 
Georgetown, Texas, brought her new 
signs for her shop, she was too busy 
with her clients to pause for photos.

Dorris calls her “Mama Zawadi” 
in honor of her daughter, now 8 
years old. When the Chronicle 
visited Bernadette’s shop, mother 
and daughter were again separated. 
Zawadi and several other of Neema 
Village’s “alumni” were away on 
a safari. The ministry provided a 
vehicle and a guide to take them.

Few Tanzanians, and fewer 
Tanzanian children, get to go on the 
excursions and see the wildlife that 
tourists fly halfway around the world 
to experience, Dorris said. She wanted 
Zawadi to see it for herself.

“I’m happy for her,” Zawadi’s 
mama said. “I hope she’s seeing 
lions and elephants.”

WEBSITE: neemavillage.org
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“I am an independent woman,” says Eva, a MAP mom who keeps an open Bible 
in her salon. “My plan is to work hard and to support my children.” 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

When Elizabeth’s son developed disabilities due to an illness, her husband 
took a second wife. She left. Now the MAP mom has a thriving juice business.

FACEBOOK.COM/NEEMAVILLAGEARUSHA

Bernadette, right, styles the hair of a 
Neema volunteer at her salon in Arusha.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Lynette and her son, Isaac, stand 
outside her sewing business.

CONTINUED
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JULY 1-8, 2023
The Kerusso Experience invites ninth-12th grade young men to 
apply for our weeklong preaching and ministry symposium at 
Harding University.
Our mission is to expose students to the sacred task of Christian 
preaching through a week of worship, teaching and interactive 
learning opportunities. 

During this week, we invite you to: 
• Experience enriching worship.
• Engage more deeply in the word. 
• Bear witness to the amazing grace and transformative power of God.
• Break out of the classroom into the world as you learn and are mentored by accomplished 
   College of Bible and Ministry faculty and some of their best and brightest students. 

Apply online at harding.edu/kerusso. 
For more information, email kerusso@harding.edu 
or call 501-279-4146.

http://creationvbs.org/
www.harding.edu/kerusso


Full-time Minister - Fort Wayne, Ind.
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The Waterbury Church of Christ seeks a Lead Minister 
to inspire and edify the hearers of God’s Word! 

About Us:  Located in Central Conn., we are a congregation of 130 members strong and 
greatly enjoy being a living example of diversity:  We are a generationally, culturally, racially, 
socioeconomically, and linguistically diverse body of believers. Yet we are firmly aligned on 
God’s Truth, love, and plan of salvation. For over 50 years we have worshipped together in 
the Waterbury, Conn., community and now anticipate the arrival of our next Lead Minister 
as we continue to experience a revival amongst the church body.
About the Responsibilities:  We seek a Lead Minister who first and always factors in 
God’s counsel to carry out strategy, collaboration, and day-to-day responsibilities. You will 
work closely with the elders, deacons, and administrative staff and help bear the weight of 
the spiritual needs of the Waterbury congregation.  
You will focus on key responsibilities to:
• Deliver effective sermons through appropriate research and study of God’s Word. 
• Present Bible lessons to the congregation and visitors that meet their spiritual and 

learning needs.
• Use various communication platforms and tools in the sharing of God’s Word to reach 

different generations and learners. 
• Seek out opportunities to help the local community;  form action plans to realize those 

opportunities.
• In partnership with church leadership, evangelize in the community and equip 

congregational members to do the same.
• Provide scripturally based counsel to members in a proactive manner and in times of 

crisis.
• As needed, aid in the linkage to social service and community resources for members 

in need.
• Along with church leadership, drive and participate in regional church planning and 

activities that build broader member connections, strengthen networking, and drive 
overall growth and maturity.

About Your Background:  Along with a fixed zeal for saving the lost and strengthening 
the saved through a loving and Truth-based approach, you are:  
• Commanding of Scripture and operating in alignment with Scripture.
• In good standing with your own immediate family. 
• Demonstrating strong, moral character consistently and can serve as an example to 

the Waterbury church and community at large.
• Able to respect privacy and hold confidentiality when counseling members in crisis 

and/or members seeking pastoral counsel.
• Strong in project management skills with a successful track record in completing 

projects (on time, to scope, within budget).
• Able to inform, lead, and comfort a congregation through societal change and 

significant events.
• Able to effectively teach and relay complex information through excellent verbal and 

written communication.
• Exhibiting a consistent, professional demeanor in varied church and community 

correspondences.
• Composed and gracious under pressure and are not easily frustrated.
About Your Education:
• You hold a 4-year degree in ministry from a church of Christ-accredited institution.
• A master’s degree in a related field is preferred but not required.
Are you called to join us in this part of God’s vineyard and help lead and interact with a 
loving and diverse church family? Then please pray and respond by submitting your resume 
and cover letter to: careers@waterburychurch.org

We can’t wait to welcome you!

Lead Minister - Waterbury, Conn.

 

Central Union Church of Christ, located outside of Charlotte, is looking for a full-time pulpit 
minister. Central Union is capable of paying a competitive salary commensurate with experience. 
The congregation is served by three elders and two deacons. Duties of the minister would be 
preaching one sermon on Sunday mornings and teaching adult Bible classes on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings. The candidate is ideally an energetic family man who can help minister to the 
congregation under the oversight of the elders, help lead the congregation in community outreach, 
and interact with the youth group. 
A four-year degree or a graduate of a church-sponsored school of preaching is preferred. Spanish as a 
second language is a benefit. Social Media familiarity is a plus.
Please contact Austin Watts at centralunioncocnc@gmail.com with references and audio/video 
links of recent sermons.

3115 Old Charlotte Highway, Monroe, NC 28111 • https://centralunioncoc.com/

Full-time Pulpit Minister - Monroe, N.C.

Full-time Minister - Woodinville, Wash. 

The Woodinville Church of Christ, a small-town congregation of 85+, 
is looking for a full-time minister with a heart for service and outreach to the 
community. If you are looking to work with a congregation who values life 
together outside the building, has a dedicated core of workers, and works 
in growing and connecting a wider community, we want to hear from you! 
We are looking for a man who is adept at mentoring and team-building, 
utilizes great leadership abilities, is organized, is a good team player, and has 
excellent interpersonal relationship qualities. Our congregation has weekly 
men’s and ladies’ classes, a dedicated children’s ministry team, small 
groups, and deep ties to WBS and WEI. 

To begin the process, email us: SearchCommittee@woodinvilleCofC.org

East Chestnut Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister. Our congregation has approximately 100 members and is 
looking for a minister who will meet the following obligations: preaching sound doctrine, interacting with our sister congregations in 
the area, and sharing the Gospel in the Fort Wayne area. 
Brothers who are interested in applying should have the following characteristics:
Essential qualifications: • Ministerial experience (5 years minimum)  
• Bible-based teaching (sound doctrine) • Ability to defend the faith (active within the community). 
Preferred skills/abilities/status: • Effective communication skills for all age groups (youth to seniors)  
• Established leadership ability • Vision for growth and progression in the congregation with short-range and long-range 
plans • Spiritual insight into our various ministries • Married. Salary and benefits will be commensurate with education and 
experience. Potential candidate can send a cover letter and resume to:

eastchestnutchurch2@yahoo.com with subject “Minister application”; East Chestnut Church of Christ, 
ATTN: Selection Committee, 3601 East Chestnut St, Fort Wayne, IN 46803; (260) 426-5051.

East Chestnut Church of Christ      “Know The Lord, Grow the Community, Show the Harvest”

Minister - Warren, Ohio 

The Cortland Church of Christ is seeking a minister who can teach the 
gospel to all ages. We are a small, loving congregation with a desire to grow. 
Duties will include delivery of the Sunday morning sermon and Bible class on 
Wednesday and Sunday. Additional duties include: working under the oversight 
of the Elders, working within the established guidelines for the worship 
service set forth by the Holy Bible and the Elders to maintain the continuous 
spiritual growth of the congregation, and living as a spiritual example for the 
congregation to follow. Benefits include flexible schedule, paid time off, and 
relocation assistance. 

Please send resume and sermon sample to CortlandCoC@gmail.com.
2330 Hoagland Blackstub Rd 

Warren, OH 44481
cortlandcoc.org

https://www.waterburychurch.org/
http://www.eastchestnutcoc.org/abouteastchestnut.html
https://centralunioncoc.com/
https://www.woodinvillecofc.org/
https://cortlandcoc.org/
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MONTGOMERY, Ala.

‘In the beginning.”
Faulkner University 

President Mitch Henry began 
his inaugural address with 

those familiar first words of the 
Bible before reading its final words: 
“Yes, Jesus says, I am coming soon. 
Amen.”

Genesis to Revelation. Beginning 
and end. Totality. Completeness.

That’s the perspective from which 
Henry, 56, laid out God’s “plan and 
purpose” for Faulkner, which is 
associated with Churches of Christ.

And from start to finish, the cere-
mony’s organizers made it clear that 
Faulkner’s Christian mission is para-
mount — not an afterthought.

To anyone among the several 
hundred seated in the Tine W. Davis 
Gymnasium as Faulkner inaugu-
rated its ninth president, there could 
be no doubt that this is a Christian 
university in deed — not just in 
name only.

‘THE LAST BASTION IN 
ACADEMIA WHERE GOD 
IS VENERATED’

Speakers at 
the inauguration 
ceremony noted 
“significant” and 
“unprecedented” 
challenges 
facing American 
higher educa-
tion: declining 
enrollments, 
deteriorating 
finances, waning 
confidence.

The Christian 
Chronicle recently 
reported on some 
of the challenges 
facing universities 
associated with Churches of Christ in 
particular, including a marked demo-
graphic shift in student enrollment.

But one of the greatest chal-
lenges of all, said Jack Hawkins, 
chancellor of Troy University about 
50 miles south of Montgomery, is 
“the feeling among many, particu-
larly parents, that American higher 

education has 
turned its back on 
traditional values.”

For that reason, 
Dave Rampersad, 
Faulkner’s vice 
president of 
academic affairs, 
stressed the 
importance of 
Christian univer-
sities’ survival as 
“the last bastion in 
academia where 
God is venerated 
and not vilified — 
where the Bible is 
believed and not 
belittled.”

And those 
speakers saw 

Henry as a paragon of such tradi-
tional values who is well suited 
to the task of leading the univer-

sity and committed to facing those 
challenges — not despite or at the 
expense of Faulkner’s Christian 
mission but through it.

“The life of the man we inaugu-
rate today as president of this insti-
tution is a picture of the essence 
of what it is to seek to glorify God 
in everything,” observed Faulkner 
Chancellor Billy Hilyer.

Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey, who spoke 
through a prerecorded video, said 
Henry is perfectly positioned to “guide 
the students at Faulkner University 
into becoming our state and nation’s 
Christian leaders of tomorrow.”

‘MAKE YOUR WORK A MINISTRY’
Henry, a husband and father of 

three, has emphasized “vocational 
ministry” since he succeeded Mike 
Williams as Faulkner’s president 
last June.

That means training students not 
only to become experts in the field 
they pursue but to be examples of 
Jesus and to share the Gospel with 
everyone they encounter in their 
careers.

“We need students like you and we 

need people like those in this audi-
ence to courageously share the values 
that you learn in this place,” Henry 
said, “to shine your light, to make 
your work a ministry to other people.”

In an interview with the Chronicle, 
he added that he wants to enable 
students “not just to make a living 
just for the sake of making a living 
but to make a living so they can give 
to others and make sure that they 
serve people in what they do while 
they work.”

Henry — who worships and 
teaches at the nearby Vaughn Park 
Church of Christ, where he previ-
ously served as an elder — sees a 
mission field on campus, too.

“Though most of our students 
are not affiliated with Churches of 
Christ, we have an opportunity to 
share some solid core values that 
many other religious groups share 
and to share with you the faith that 
brought many of us to this place,” 
he told the crowd of attendees.

“As president of Faulkner 
University, I declare to you today 
that this university is committed to 
growing Christians and sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. We’re 
committed to fanning the flames of 
what I believe is a spiritual awakening 
that is happening on our campus.”

The president noted that more 
than 20 Faulkner students have 
been baptized over the past year.

‘A DISTINCTIVELY CHRISTIAN, 
GOD-GLORIFYING UNIVERSITY’

Meanwhile, Henry recognizes the 
challenges his university faces and 
is intent on ensuring its survival 
by increasing enrollment, raising 
funds, growing endowments, 
paying for capital projects and 
improving the campus.

“I want my grandchildren to go to 
this university,” he told the Chronicle.

But he also displayed a strong 
outward focus on the needs of the 
community and broader fellowship 

See FAULKNER, Page 26

PHOTOS BY CALVIN COCKRELL

Mitch Henry gives his inaugural address as Faulkner’s ninth president.

God’s ‘plan and purpose’ for Faulkner
THE UNIVERSITY’S NINTH PRESIDENT is ‘doubling down’ on Christian mission.

Faulkner President Mitch Henry, 
second from the front, walks with 
the opening procession.
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of Churches of Christ — and a 
desire for Faulkner to make a differ-
ence in those areas.

He noted in his speech that 
Montgomery ranks poorly in educa-
tion, crime, socioeconomic status and 
access to health care compared to 
many cities across the U.S.

“How do we engage with these 
challenges in order to fulfill God’s 
plan and purpose for us (as a) 
distinctively Christian, God-glorifying 
university with a mission?” he asked.

Likewise, he highlighted Faulkner’s 
efforts to combat the decline of 
membership in Churches of Christ, 
loss of churches and shortage of 
preachers that is the focus of a 
current series in the Chronicle.

“It is our intent to help replace 
preachers in congregations that 
have lost their preachers,” Henry 
said. “It’s our intent to help plant 
churches. It’s our intent for these 
and all of our young people to be 
involved in foreign missions.”

Last year, the university launched 
the Jack Zorn Scholarship, named 
after the late founder of Lads to 
Leaders, to provide full tuition for 
a limited number of undergraduate 
Bible majors.

‘BEING THE PRESIDENT … IS A MINISTRY’
Henry, who spent the previous 

part of his career as an attorney, 
professor and cattle rancher, planned 

to go into ministry himself before he 
took on Faulkner’s presidency. He 
had been interviewing with churches 
when Williams, the previous presi-
dent, announced his departure for 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark.

Even then, Henry had no aspi-
rations for the role and initially 
declined invitations to apply.

But Hilyer, the Faulkner chan-
cellor and former president, 
explained that “being the presi-
dent of this university is a ministry,” 
Henry told the Chronicle.

“And I am a minister in that 
respect. So that’s the way I’ve 
approached it.”

In that sense, the president 
serves as an example of the voca-
tional ministers he wants Faulkner’s 
students to become. That is perhaps 
why he doesn’t shy away from 
“doubling down,” as he called it, 
on the Christian mission in every 
aspect of his university.

“When it comes to public worship, 
we stick with what we’ve done, our 
traditional worship, our traditional 
role of men and women in worship,” 
Henry said. “We’re going to stick 
with what God’s called us to with 
regard to our stance on abortion, 
on gender issues, on homosexual 
marriage. We’re going to stick to 
traditional core values. …

“We’re not running from Christianity. 
We’re going to be courageously 
Christian in what we do.”

FAULKNER: Upholding traditional core values

CALVIN COCKRELL

Faulkner Board of Trustees Chair Dale Kirkland, left, formally confers the 
office of Faulkner’s presidency to Mitch Henry, right.

FROM PAGE 25

Glenn Boyd, well-known 
church leader of congregations 
in California and Arkansas and 
missionary to Germany, passed a 
few weeks ago at the age of 92.

Glenn’s final full-time work 
began in 1981 when he 
was named as President of 
IHCF/African Christian 
Hospitals. One of his proudest 

accomplishments in Africa was the establishment of a 
scholarship program for African students studying in their 
home countries to become health care professionals. Over 
200 students have become doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 
lab workers, or other professionals in health care because 
of Glenn’s vision. Upon graduation many of these students 
began working in clinics or hospitals sponsored by African 
Christian Hospitals. In addition to their medical work, these 
students also became leaders in their local churches.

To honor Glenn’s life and accomplishments, particularly 
relating to this scholarship program, African Christian 
Hospitals has announced the establishment of the Glenn 
Boyd Endowed Scholarship. The cost of education in Africa 
is so affordable that it is believed $50,000 will permanently 
endow two scholarships. The recipients will be deemed 
Glenn Boyd Scholars.

If you wish to contribute to this 
fund, you can mail a check to: 

African Christian Hospitals
102 N. Locust
Searcy, AR  72143

In the memo line, mention  
Glenn Boyd Scholarship. If  
you would like to learn more 
about this program or make a 
gift online, you may do so at: 

www.ihcf.net/glennboyd

Glenn Boyd Passes

www.ihcf.net/glennboyd
https://christianchronicle.org/faulkner-inauguration-mitch-henry/
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Worship/Connections 
Minister

www.hvcoc.org

Spiritual Formation/Missions Minister - Montgomery, Ala.

Landmark Church of Christ, 1800 Halcyon Blvd, Montgomery, AL 36117

     The Landmark Church of Christ is seeking well-qualified applicants for the Spiritual 
Formation/Missions Minister position. We are particularly interested in candidates with 
significant experience in the field of spiritual formation and missions. The Spiritual Formation/
Missions minister is responsible for leading and guiding the church family into a deeper 
relationship with Jesus by creating environments that enhance spiritual transformation and 
provide opportunities for discipleship. The Landmark Church values Bible study. This position 
will be responsible for leading the adult Bible education ministry to assist in growing members 
into disciples of Christ. The position is designed to help the church work toward a vital, healthy, 
mutually beneficial relationship between the church family, missionaries in the mission field 
and the local people groups we serve. This position involves discovering local and international 
mission opportunities and developing a long-range plan with goals, strategies, and action plans 
to ensure the effectiveness of all mission points. One of the major mission components is to care 
for the spiritual and physical needs of our missionary families serving in the field. International 
travel is required. The Spiritual Formation/Missions Minister oversees all ministries relating 
to Missions including enlisting, training, and supervising for local and global missions. The 
position also manages budget, fund raising and expenditures of allocated funds.
     Applicants must: have strong written and verbal skills along with solid interpersonal skills 
for working on a team with other church staff and volunteers; be comfortable with traveling 
and experiencing different cultures; be self-directed, possess strong leadership skills, and be 
well organized. This position also requires strong public speaking skills. Most importantly, the 
Spiritual Formation/Mission Minister must be passionate about spreading their faith to other 
people and must be intentional about the mission of “leading people into a growing relationship 
with Jesus.” Applicants for the Spiritual Formation/Missions Minister position are required 
to submit ALL of the following materials: A cover letter indicating interest in the position; a 
curriculum vitae; a list of at least three professional references with phone and email contact 
information. Employment is conditional upon a satisfactory background check.
     Landmark Church of Christ gives preference in hiring qualified candidates who are members 
of the churches of Christ. Salary will be commensurate with experience.

Applicants are asked to respond to resume@landmark.church by March 31, 2023.

HIRING
Full-time Children’s & Youth Minister

Gulf Shores Church of Christ
Gulf Shores, Ala.

We are seeking a full time Children’s & Youth Minister 
to lead and grow a K-5th Grade Children’s Group and 
6th-12th Grade Youth Group. 
Two years Children’s Ministry and/or Youth Ministry 
Experience required. Starting salary is $75,000.  

To apply, please email:
Luke.Retherford@centerwellhomehealth.com

 

     

The Hardin Valley Church of Christ in Knoxville, Tenn., is seeking a well-qualified 
applicant to serve the congregation as both Worship Minister and Connections Minister. 
The Worship Minister portion is designed to plan and lead our church family in worship 
and enhance the worship experience with creative elements to help people grow in their 
relationship with Jesus. The Connections Minister portion is designed to work collabora-
tively with ministries to connect members with areas of service where they can use their 
God-given gifts to serve the body of Christ and the Hardin Valley community. 

Applicants should display strong communication (both orally and in writing) coupled with 
interpersonal skills for working with other church staff, ministry leaders, and volunteers.   
Additionally, they should be:
     • Self-directed and display dynamic leadership through effective organizational and  
       administrative capabilities 
     • Able to organize and develop teams to accomplish spiritual growth within the church  
       family
     • Comfortable connecting relationally with all age groups
     • Passionate about their love for God so they can express themselves by connecting with  
       church members to help them grow in their relationship with Jesus

The Worship/Connections Minister is a full-time position  
requiring the ability to handle multiple tasks.

The Worship Minister portion of this position includes these responsibilities:
     • Organize and lead Sunday morning worship to include planning services
     • Provide music and worship leading at church events, ministry events, funerals, etc.
     • Coordinate the preparation of slides for worship and ministry events
     • Facilitate periodic audiovisual team meetings to enhance worship
     • Teach new songs and provide periodic a capella singing training across all ages
     • Facilitate and organize periodic worship planning meetings, as necessary
     • Research and attend worship-focused conferences
     • Attend staff meetings and worship planning meetings as needed

The Connections Minister portion of this position includes these responsibilities: 
     • Coordinate clear and concise communications between staff, deacons and ministry  
        leaders, members, and volunteers
     • Maintain an overview of the ministries in the congregation and be a resource to the  
        ministry leaders to examine the ministry scope and suggest/implement improvements
     • Promote the involvement of each church member in an area of ministry
     • Assist, support and work cohesively with the communications, audiovisual, and website  
       ministries in worship and in church-wide and ministry-specific events
     • Coordinate the maintenance of the HVCOC website (hvcoc.org), Facebook page  
       (facebook.com/HardinValleyCOC/), and other social media accounts with important  
       announcement information
     • Serve as a member of the HVCOC Vision Tracking Team

Applicants for the HVCOC Worship/Connections Minister position should submit 
the following materials by e-mail to Mark Kohring at mark_kohring@mac.com: 
     • Cover letter indicating interest in and availability for the position 
     • Links to worship services or other church activities in which the applicant is leading  
       singing
     • Documentation describing applicant’s spiritual journey and resume
     • Salary and benefits expectations 
     • List of references;  employment is conditional upon a satisfactory background check 

https://www.gulfshoreschurchofchrist.org/
https://landmark.church/
www.hvcoc.org
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Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones — birth and wedding announcements 
anniversaries, memorials, honors for longtime ministers and workers and more. 

Contact milestones@christianchronicle.org for rates and more information.

Wedding 

Balarama-Kirl
Ethan Douglas Kirl wed Marina 

Mary Balarama on Jan. 25, 2023, in 
Chengalpettu, India. Ethan is minister 
for the Pursley 
Church of Christ in 
Sistersville, W.Va.; 
Marina is a nurse 
from Chengalpettu. 
Both come from fami-
lies who are members 
of Churches of 
Christ. They found 
each other through a 
mutual love for the Lord and desire to 
further the cause of Christ.

Birthdays 

Everett Ferguson, 90  
Everett Ferguson, professor 

emeritus at Abilene 
Christian University in 
Texas, celebrated his 
90th birthday recently. 
Notes, stories or 
remembrances may be 
sent to his daughter, 
Ann Doyle, at 
EAFergusonDoyle@
gmail.com or 9060 W University Blvd, 
Odessa, TX 79764. 

Sarah Stubblefield 
Collier, 100

Sarah Stubblefield Collier turns 100 
years old on March 1, 2023, and will be 
honored by the Western Hills Church 
of Christ in Lawton, Okla., on March 
5. Sarah was born in Viola, Tenn., 
and graduated 
from Lipscomb 
and Harding 
universities. She 
married Loyd 
Collier in 1945. 

They joined 
Otis Gatewood 
and Roy Palmer for work in postwar 
Frankfurt, Germany, where they 
were able to save the lives of many, 
including the mayor, by sharing the 
gifts from Christians here. Loyd and 

Sarah ended up spending 25 years 
in Frankfurt, Wiesbaden, Essen and 
Duesseldorf. 

After returning they served their 
sponsoring congregation, the 12th 
and Drexel Church of Christ in 
Oklahoma City, and churches in 
Dierks, Ark., and Elgin, Okla. Sarah 
taught school in Searcy, Ark., Dierks, 
Ark., and Elgin, Okla. 

The Colliers have four children: 
Connie Allison, Lawton, Okla.; Dale 
Collier, Marburg, Germany; Linda 
Gilpatrick, Lawton, Okla.; and Dr. 
David Collier, Brentwood, Tenn.

Happy Retirement 

Shelton Gibbs III
Shelton T.W. Gibbs III retired as 

senior minister of the Greenville 
Avenue Church of Christ in 
Richardson, Texas, in June of 2022.

Brother Gibbs is the son of the late 
S.T.W. Gibbs 
Jr. and Thelma 
Morgan Gibbs. 
His father 
served as 
minister of the 
Stop Six Church 
of Christ in Fort 
Worth, Texas, 
for over 50 years. He is the grandson 
of the late S.T.W. Gibbs Sr., a great 
pioneer preacher baptized by the 
legendary Marshall Keeble. He is also 
the grandson of the late C.C. Morgan, 
another great pioneer preacher.

He received an associate’s degree 
from Southwestern Christian 
College in 1971, a bachelor’s from 
Abilene Christian College in 1973, a 
master’s from Amberton University 
in 1984, an Honorary Doctor of 
Divinity from the National Academy 
of Christian Studies in 1997 at Fort 
Worth Texas, and an Honorary 
Doctor of Humane Letters from 
Southwestern Christian in 2004.

He has diligently served the Lord, 
preaching for the past 53 years, and 
has served as minister of churches in 
Clarksville, Mineral Wells, Abilene, 
and Edgewood, Texas. His first full-
time work was in Metropolis, Ill. He 
has done evangelistic work throughout 

our nation along with campaigns 
in Kingston, Jamaica, and Ghana, 
Africa. While serving as minister of 
the Greenville Avenue congregation, 
it grew from 140 members in 1981 to 
a present membership of over 2,000 
members. Under brother Gibbs’ lead-
ership, the Greenville Avenue congre-
gation became the largest predomi-
nantly African-American congregation 
of the Churches of Christ in America.

He is married to the former 
Jeanette Godwin of Jackson, Tenn., 
his Southwestern Christian College 
sweetheart and the love of his life. 
They have four children and 10 
beautiful grandchildren.

We congratulate Dr. Shelton T.W. 
Gibbs III on his retirement!

Memorials 

Eddie L. Brinkley Sr.
1930-2022

Eddie L. Brinkley Sr., 92, departed 
this life Nov. 28, 2022. He was born 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., to the late 
Shirley (Sr.) and Eula Mae Brinkley.

He attended Nashville Christian 
Institute where he was mentored 
by the founder and 
renowned brother 
Marshall Keeble. 
Eddie led with a deep 
and sincere passion 
with the intention to 
save souls and lead 
them to Christ. He 
served as the minister 
of the Church of Christ on MLK 
Boulevard in Wharton, Texas, for over 
60 years. Memorial gifts may be made 
to the Gospel Broadcasting Network 
at gbntv.org/support. 

Bob Calderwood
1937-2022

Robert “Bob” Calderwood was 
born on May 6, 1937, and passed 
away on Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2022, at 
the age 85. He leaves his wife, Flo, 
of 61 years, three children, seven 
grands and nine great-grands. 

Bob worked as an air traffic 

controller for 30 years, both in 
civil service and with NASA. He 
was a veteran of the Korean and 
Vietnam wars while serving in the 
Navy. While living 
in California, Bob 
and Flo became 
Christians and after 
retirement dedicated 
their lives to mission 
work for the Lord. 

They spent four 
years in Guyana, 
South America. Bob taught in 
the School of Biblical Studies in 
Georgetown, Guyana, and estab-
lished a church there. In 1992, Bob 
and Flo went to Malawi, Africa, for 
him to teach at Lubagha University, 
where he helped more than 100 men 
graduate with bachelors’ degrees 
and aided four in getting their 
masters’ degrees. 

In addition to teaching the Gospel 
and biblical studies, Bob taught the 
men how to garden and rotate crops. 
Flo taught many ladies’ classes and 
retreats and spent time teaching nutri-
tion and cooking classes. Bob and 
Flo spent 27 years ministering to the 
people of Malawi, creating numerous 
friends and helping establish congre-
gations in many locations. Bob and Flo 
retired from the mission field to live 
in Columbia, S.C., where they were 
members of the Palmetto Church 
of Christ. Until the week before his 
passing, Bob continued to help the 
brethren overseas by sending lessons 
to the preachers both in Malawi and 
Guyana for them to use. Upon hearing 
of his death, brethren in Malawi held 
a large memorial gathering in honor 
of the service he extended to them by 
his love and dedication to the Lord.

Bill Flatt
1934-2023

Billy W. “Bill” Flatt was born on 
June 7, 1934 in Jackson County, Tenn. 
He departed this life Jan. 20, 2023. 

He served as a minister in Spencer 
and Brownsville, Tenn., and in 
Indianapolis. He served as registrar 

Continued on Page 29
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and assistant to the dean, professor 
of counseling and dean/CEO of 
the Harding School of Theology in 
Memphis, Tenn. 
He also served 
as a minister for 
Churches of Christ 
in Marks, Miss.; Earl, 
Ark.; and Macon, 
Tenn. He and his 
wife, Louise, began 
the Ross Road 
Church of Christ in Memphis in 1983. 

He held many Gospel meetings 
individually and with his brothers, 
Leamon, Don and Dowell.

David Jurney
1972-2023

David Louis Jurney, 50, born in 
Rochester, Mich., passed away Jan. 
30, 2023. Growing up around his 
father’s work at Oklahoma Christian 
University, David made the University 
his playground for 
more than 37 years 
— first as a student, 
then as a professor. 
It was at OC where 
David met and fell 
in love with his wife, 
Pamela, whom he 
married on Nov. 21, 
1998. Together, they had two daugh-
ters, Tulle and Talla, and embraced a 
collection of students. He cherished 
his girls along with their adopted 
family, Shaida and Shaan Kamal.

As a student, he managed K-Rock 
88.9 and its transition to K-LOVE, 
worked media for the U.S. presi-
dential addresses hosted at OC, and 
coordinated press with 35 countries 
during the Murrah bombing. 

As an instructor and professor at 
OC, David was widely respected and 
awarded for his efforts in film and 
radio. He launched the film program 
and developed a capstone class 
in which students pitched, wrote, 
casted, directed and produced their 
own short films. At the time of his 
passing, he was assistant professor 
of communications and director of 
Eagle Media and Eagle Film. 

Memorial gifts can be made to 
the Wilshire Church of Christ 
Benevolence Fund or the Capitol 
Hill Scholarship Fund at Oklahoma 

Christian University. Find links to 
donate at wilshirechurch.org.

Bob Smee
1941-2023

Bob Smee was born Oct. 22, 1941, 
in Wyoming. After the death of his 
infant son, Bob decided to attend 
York College in Nebraska. He would 
spend the next 55 years in Nebraska, 
Kansas and Oklahoma. In his words, 
he was “blessed to be able to preach 
and help people learn God’s word— 
the most important job in the world.” 

While preaching in Kansas he 
expanded his role 
as father to Brenda 
and Benita to include 
being a big brother 
when his teenage 
sister and brother 
came to live with 
him.  He coached 
for Boys Club of 
America, Golden Gloves, Little 
League, Little Dribblers and high 
school basketball. He moved back 
to Oklahoma to preach and work at 
Quartz Mountain Christian Camp. 
There he would meet fellow minister 
Dorman Diller. They would be 
directors of over 40 Christian camps 
in Oklahoma and Colorado. He 
expanded his family with twin sons 
Randall and Brandon. 

Bob married Sharon Ary on Jan. 
1, 1993. Bob wrote the following: 
“Sharon is the best for me. She helps 
my work and supports me 100%. She 
is so much better than I deserve.”  

Bob was always learning a skill 
to use to serve others. He learned 
carpentry before preaching and to 
that he added plumbing, electrical, 
small engine repair, security and 
Emergency Medical Services. He 
served in Rotary clubs (president) 
and booster clubs. He volunteered 
for the sheriff’s department, the 
foster system and CASA. He was 
able to preach until he was 80.

Bob was preceded in death by 
his parents, infant son Robert, and 
daughter Brenda Ballard. 

Bob’s legacy will continue 
through his grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews who were profoundly 
influenced by his life and love for 
God. Other adopted and foster 
children were continually in his 
prayers (1 Samuel 12:23).

Richard N. Taylor Sr.
1926-2023

Richard N. Taylor Sr. of Florence, 
Ala., 96, passed away on Jan. 
22, 2023. He was born on Sept. 
11, 1926, in Hammon, Okla., to 
Leonard and LouRette Morrow 
Taylor, the fourth of five children. He 
and his family blessedly survived 
the Hammon flood in 1934. 

Richard served in the US Navy 
late in World War II, after which 
he attended Harding College in 
Arkansas. There he met Mabel 
Perry from Ontario, Canada, and 
they were blessed with 71 years of 
marriage before her death in 2019. 

Brother Taylor was known for his 
energetic work for the Lord: teaching 
at Mars Hill Bible School for 32 
years, preaching for many Churches 
of Christ in the Florence, Ala., 
area, directing Maywood Christian 
Camp, administering the Christian 
Children’s Home, serving as elder 
at the Salem and Cloverdale congre-
gations in Florence, doing mission 
work (especially in 
Thailand), reaching 
out with his personal 
tracts, and a host of 
other labors of love 
(along with piloting 
his Cessna plane). 
His dedication, love 
of singing, generous 
nature and servant heart have influ-
enced hundreds and thousands in 
North Alabama and around the world!  

Richard was preceded in death by 
his wife and an infant son, Ronnie 
Ernest; his parents; his brother, 
Duane, and his three sisters, 
Zelma Davis, Zetta Sheehan, and 
June Lemmons. He is survived 
by three sons, Richard Jr. (Janis) 
of Paducah, Ky., Perry (Karen) of 
Murfreesboro, Tenn., and Bruce 
(Debby) of Marietta, Ga.; seven 
grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren; several cousins, 
nephews, and nieces and their 
families; and by a very special 
brother in Christ, Hubert Powell, 
who served and cared for Richard 
during his declining health.  

Memorials may be made to 
Mars Hill Bible School (mhbs.
org/giving), Florence, Ala., or 
to the Thailand Mission Work of 
the Salem Church of Christ, 9671 
Highway 17, Florence, AL 35634.

HIRED: Douglas 
Perry as minister for 
the Deerfield Beach 
Church of Christ in 
Florida. Omah Smith 
as minister for the 
Wyoming Avenue 
Church of Christ in 
Detroit. Zack Williams 
as minister for the 
Sunset Church of Christ 
in Nashville, Ark. Ricky 
Glass as minister for 
the Main Street Church 
of Christ in Mount 
Pleasant, Tenn.

RETIRED: Joe Teasley 
from serving as an elder 
of the Coopertown 
Church of Christ in 
Springfield, Tenn. Phillip 
Hines as minister for 
the Hartselle Church of 
Christ in Alabama after 
42 years. 

BAPTIZED: Albert 
Cartner at the 
Coopertown Church 
of Christ in Springfield, 
Tenn. Ryder Brooks at 
the North Terrace Church 
of Christ in Zanesville, 
Ohio. Bart Jackson and 
Christi Garber at the 
Martin Church of Christ 
in Tennessee. Landon 
Craig at the Embry 
Hills Church of Christ in 
Atlanta. Brenda Gray 
at the Prattville Church 
of Christ in Alabama. 
Braden Pendell and 
Holling McDaniel at the 
South Penn Church of 
Christ in Oklahoma City. Gray

Hines

Brooks

Craig

Milestones, continued

Perry

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ACU

Robert D. “Bob” Hunter, a Texas 
politician and an alumnus and 
administrator of Abilene Christian 
University, died Feb. 11. His 
obituary can be found online at 
christianchronicle.org/bobhunter. 

https://christianchronicle.org/advertise/milestones-submission-form/
https://christianchronicle.org/mr-acu-bob-hunter-dies-at-94/
https://christianchronicle.org/across-the-nation-telling-the-story-in-dallas-and-more-quick-takes/


The Saskatoon Church of Christ is seeking a 
spiritually-minded individual or family to join us 
in ministry in the role of Associate Minister. 
The position is available as early as spring 2023. 
Applications will be received until the position 
has been filled. The full job posting can be found 
at the link below. 
www.saskatoonchurchofchrist.org/coc/wp-
content/uploads/Associate-Minister-2023.pdf
For more information, please contact:
Mike Parker
skchurch.mike@gmail.com
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Located on scenic Cape Cod in Marstons Mills, Mass., the Cape Cod Church of Christ 
is searching for a full-time evangelist who is called by the Lord to support our outreach 
in the “harvest is plentiful” and missions-outreach New England environment. We are 
an age and economically diverse congregation of approximately seventy and are led by 
two elders and three deacons. Responsibilities of the evangelist include sound Biblical 
preaching and teaching, evangelism, and outreach. We offer a competitive annual 
salary including retirement and health-care contributions, vacation, etc. If you are 
interested, please send your resume, a current video of a sermon, a current photograph, 
and three references to our elders (shown below). 
                Jerry Hiatt jerry.hiatt@gmail.com 508-477-0924  
                Jim Saffle jim.saffle@ieee.org 508-364-1947

Full-time Evangelist - Cape Cod, Mass.

The Norfolk Church of Christ is looking for a full-time evangelist. Applicants should be a graduate of a Bible 
college or school of preaching and/or have five years of preaching experience. We are looking for someone who 
can help grow the church both spiritually and in number and build up and equip the church for its ministry in the 
world. Our minister of 22 years has retired and has agreed to be the interim until we find a new minister. Planted 
in 1963, our congregation has been blessed with unity and the ability to financially support the preachers of the 
gospel. We have three elders, one deacon, and approximately 80 members who love the Lord, each other, and 
the lost. Norfolk has a population of 26,000 and is the retail and commercial center for all of Northeast Nebraska. 
Norfolk is a growing community with several new housing and apartment developments, new restaurants and retail 
stores, and a soybean plant currently under construction. We are home to Nucor Steel, Vulcraft, Covidien medical 
devices, Continental rubber plants, and Faith Regional Hospital, which employs more than 1,400 employees. 
There is a community college located in Norfolk, and Wayne State College is within 35 miles. The Norfolk Church of 
Christ is the only Church of Christ in a 45-mile radius. 
See our website, norfolkcofc.com, or the Norfolk Church of Christ facebook page. Applicants should send 
inquiries, resumes, and a video (or link to online video), of teaching/preaching to: lviox@msn.com

The Norfolk Church of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, PO Box 137, Norfolk, NE  68702

Full-time Evangelist - Norfolk, Neb.

The Yorba Linda Church of Christ is actively seeking a full-time minister who will partner 
with our congregation to show Jesus Christ to our community. We are a diverse, friendly, 
mission-minded, Bible-focused congregation of about 75 members looking to grow spiritually 
and numerically. Applicants should have formal Bible training, solid preaching experience, and 
preferably some experience in church growth and/or youth ministry. Our congregation is led 
by both Elders and Deacons. We have a number of well-qualified men who serve in all aspects 
of worship and teaching Bible classes. We also have qualified and dedicated women who teach 
classes and participate in outreach. The compensation package includes a 4-bedroom/ 
2-bath, 1700 square-foot, unfurnished home. Salary is negotiable based on experience and 
qualifications. See www.yorbalindachurch.com, Yorba Linda Church of Christ on Facebook, 
or contact yorbalindachurchofchrist@gmail.com for more information. Please submit your 
resume, references, and video of sermons to:

yorbalindachurchofchrist@gmail.com or to 
22707 La Palma Ave, Yorba Linda, CA 92887

Full-time Minister - Yorba Linda, Calif.

Associate Minister - Saskatchewan, Canada
The Southside Church of Christ in Killeen, Texas, 
is searching for a full-time, salaried evangelist/pulpit 
minister who will be working under the oversight of 
the elders at Southside. The minister will have pulpit 
responsibilities for Sunday morning Bible class and 
morning worship messages, Sunday evening messages, 
Wednesday evening Bible class and other traditional 
minister responsibilities.

The church at Southside, located in Central Texas, was 
established in 1969 and has 140+ in attendance at 
Sunday morning worship.

Please send resume, a recent photograph, and  
a video preaching example to:

         sscocelders@gmail.com 

Evangelist/Pulpit Minister - Killeen, Texas

https://philanthrocorp.com/forms/tcc/
https://www.yorbalindachurch.com/
https://www.thelordsway.com/norfolknecofc/
http://www.capecodchurchofchrist.org/
http://www.saskatoonchurchofchrist.org/coc/
https://www.killeenchurch.org/


As Black History Month 
concludes, we take a moment 
and pay homage to the most 
recent crop of evangelists who 

have made their transition from this 
earthly life to the spiritual realm. 

We refer to beloved Black 
preachers such as Franklin 
Florence, Eugene Lawton, Richard 
Rose and Dallas Walker Jr.

Their names and their commitment 
and dedication to boldly proclaiming 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ all across 
the United States inspired genera-
tions and merit honor and respect. 

The ever-changing rush of breaking 
news and social media, along with the 
divided political climate and culture 
wars, can leave us distracted and 
cause us to lose focus on the central 
practices of Christianity. 

Stories in The Christian Chronicle 
and elsewhere have documented 
the decline in membership within 
Churches of Christ. Yet a 2021 
article by the Barna Group, an 
evangelical research firm, noted, 
“Whatever cracks there are in 
Christian identity in the U.S. at large 
and within the Black community … 
Black adults remain — by far — the 
racial demographic most rooted in 
church and scripture.” 

Read that again. 
Black American Christians. 

Descendants of African slaves with 
limited knowledge of their ancestral 
roots. People who have faced racial 
inequities and struggles as citizens of 
this country. This demographic “by 
far” most firmly maintains hope in 
Jesus Christ and holds fast to God’s 
promise, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 

Black American Christians. 
Brothers and sisters well acquainted 
with the meaning of the lyric, 
“Trouble don’t last always.” They 
recognize heaven is on the other side.

As together we navigate the latest 
crossroads in Christian history, 
what can we learn from the giants of 
faith who have gone before us? How 
can we bridge the gap between the 
old school and the new school?

1. Continue to share the 
Gospel. Spreading the Good News 
of Jesus Christ is easier, not harder. 
With social media platforms readily 
available on phones, tablets and 
computers, Christians can send and 
receive messages of God’s love with 
a single click. Let’s use technology 
to our advantage.

2. Gain knowledge of church 
history. We are reminded that Black 

history is American history. The same 
truth prevails in church history. 

Often, members of the Lord’s 
church, regardless of race and 
ethnicity, are only familiar with 
contemporary leaders, unaware of the 
trailblazers who paved the way for us. 

Carve out time to learn about 
Marshall Keeble and his “boy 
preachers,” including professor 
and preacher Dwayne Winrow and 
civil rights icon Fred Gray, who are 
among the living legends of this 
distinguished group. 

Read about the humble beginnings 
of the Nashville Christian Institute 
and Southwestern Christian College, a 
historically Black college. Get familiar 
with names such as Jack Evans Sr., 
G.P. Holt and R.C. Wells, to name a 

few. If we don’t know our history, we 
don’t know where we’re going. 

3. Maintain sound doctrine. A 
common thread among giants is that 
they held fast to the doctrine of “one 
Lord, one faith and one baptism” 
(Ephesians 4:5). They stood out 
from the rest of the world. Their 
example should still inspire us today. 
Times have changed, but Churches 
of Christ should always strive to 
contend for the faith (Jude 1:3). 

As we continue our pilgrimage upon 
this earth, may we carry the lessons 
of our spiritual forebears close to our 
hearts. May we, like them, continue 
to walk in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ. May their example inspire our 
own legacy. — Trindi G. Mitchell, 
for the Editorial Board
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Thoughts mixed on minister need
Re: “Addressing the shortage of 

preachers,” Page 1, February.
The Baxter Institute in Honduras  

continues to grow in its enrollment of 
preaching and mission students, while 
stateside Christian colleges lack them. 

You may want to consider why.
Steve Teel | Tegucigalpa, Honduras

If congregations were really 
worried about a lack of preachers, 
they wouldn’t expect one to have a 
degree or diploma from a well-known 
institution. They would use more 
home-grown men who can be just as 
knowledgeable and effective.

Scott Pauley | St. Albans, W.Va.

What if the problem isn’t that the 
supply is too low but that the demand 
is too high? Is there a biblical model for 
an established church to have a paid 
preacher? If elders are “apt to teach,” 
should we need to hire a teacher?

Kevin Wishum | Americus, Ga.

I just finished listening to the first 
two podcasts (“Need a ride to the 
airport? Let us take you,” Page 29, 
February). Very well done! 

I’m delighted The Christian Chronicle 
is growing in this direction.

Debbie Christian | Mesquite, Texas

I’ve become dissatisfied with the 
Chronicle and the slant and bias 
toward narratives of systemic racism, 
church decline, Christian nationalism, 
feminism and social justice.

The paper seems to have become 
more of a propaganda tool than a 
celebration of the church’s work. You 
seem to be eager to highlight gender 
and color of skin rather than taking a 
Christian approach to those issues. 

We are all in Christ regardless of 
our skin color or gender. You don’t 
see the Bible calling out these issues. 
The gospel of salvation for all in 
Christ is our main concern. 

Dan Bow | Sparks, Nev.  See more by following brenton.daily on Facebook and Instagram.

Two buildings remain important 
landmarks in my earliest child-
hood memories: a small stucco 
Church of Christ on the edge 
of Fort Morgan, Colo., and a 

small stately Carnegie library in the 
middle of downtown.

 On Sundays, in church basement 
classrooms, I learned about 
the parables, apostles and 
Paul’s missionary journeys. 
And upstairs in the audito-
rium, I was baptized one cold 
Wednesday night in 1964.

 On Saturdays, in the library 
basement, an immersion of a 
different sort shaped my life 
and future. There I learned 
about history and wonder, 
biographies and fairy tales, 
magical places long ago or far away.

 I will not equate libraries with 
churches. But when I assess the 
critical importance of structures in 
societies, libraries and schools rank 
right after churches and well above 
everything else. Like churches, they 
shape the soul and enlighten the 

mind. Both inspired and enabled my 
life as a Christian educator and writer.

 Writing last year about the 
decline in churches was at times 
discouraging. Sometimes it made 
me sad, sometimes angry. At our 
worst, Christians can be blind to our 
own biases and weaknesses, drag-

ging the church down with 
us to wallow in legalism and 
ignorance. At our best, when 
we lean on the everlasting 
arms instead of our own 
agendas, we can serve and 
shine light in a dark world. 

 As I’ve read about 
Christians attacking libraries 
and librarians across the U.S., 
I’ve experienced those same 
emotions: sadness, anger 

and, frankly, embarrassment that 
Christians, of all people, are often 
leading the charge, calling for books 
to be banned, librarians to be fired. 

If Christians can ban books they 
fear today, others can ban Bibles 
tomorrow. The Bible, after all, is 
full of greatness and debauchery. 

The history of the children of Israel 
spares no heroes from glaring light. 
The Spirit inspired it all and left it to 
us to learn and discern.

 Fear is a terrible thing. It can stop 
us from learning and seeking. It can 
close a mind. Maybe that’s why over 
and over, Jesus said, “Be not afraid.”

 One of my heroes  — John C. 
Stevens, president of Abilene 
Christian University from 1969 to 
1981 — loved libraries. In retirement 
he returned to teaching and books. 
Well into his 80s, when Parkinson’s 
had robbed him of the bounce in his 
walk, he navigated the two blocks to 
the library on his motorized scooter.

 Stevens famously told critics who 
wanted to ban books or ideas, “There 
are no subjects on this earth, or in 
outer space, or in the metaphysical 
realm, which we cannot study on 
the campus of a Christian institu-
tion of higher learning.” He believed 
learning was more powerful than fear.

As a Christian parent, that idea 
shaped me. I made 100 mistakes, 
but one thing I did right was tell my 

kids I would always pay for their 
books and magazines, and they 
gladly took me up on it. 

I paid attention to what they read. I 
didn’t censor their selections, though 
I insisted on serious conversations 
about a few. I just wanted them to 
read and think and be exposed to 
great books and some nonsense, to 
learn about role models and scoun-
drels so they’d know the difference.

 I never insisted on telling other 
people’s children what they could 
read. And I never allowed others to 
dictate those choices to my kids. 

 The strategy seems to have 
worked. I raised two delightful 
adults, flawed like their mother, but 
good readers and thinkers who now 
read to their children and buy them 
books. That makes me happy. Open 
books lead to open minds.

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle 
contributing editor who served for 20 years as 
chair of the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Abilene Christian University. 
Contact cheryl@christianchronicle.org.

Why libraries are important to an open society

Views

Cheryl Mann Bacon

https://christianchronicle.org/why-libraries-are-important-to-an-open-society/
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The Ypsilanti Church of Christ is seeking to 
fill our vacant minister position which includes 
pulpit, class and evangelistic duties. We are a 
diverse congregation with a current average 
Sunday attendance of 80. Our desire is to 
find a candidate who has a sound educa-
tion in biblical studies with several years of 
experience in preaching and teaching the full 
counsel of God. Housing on church property 
will be provided along with an appropriate 
salary. If you desire to be considered for this 
position, please submit your resume with 
three sermons (audio and/or video) to:  

ElderMypsicoc@gmail.com 
For more information, contact:

Bob Bowen (Elder) at (734) 890-7834

Minister Wanted - Ypsilanti, Mich.

The Dublin St. Church of Christ is 
seeking a pulpit minister who is capable 
of preaching, teaching and defending 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are a 
small congregation of about 20 members 
and are willing and ready to go to work 
spreading the Word of God. All interested 
candidates must send a cover letter, 
resume, references (including current 
congregation), and video or electronic 
copy of one sermon. Please send all 
responses to: 

dublinsearch23@gmail.com

Pulpit Minister - Urbana, Ill.

The Redondo Beach Church of Christ 
is looking for a full-time minister to preach, 
teach and make disciples for Christ. We are 
a loving congregation located in the beautiful 
South Bay Area of Los Angeles with three 
elders and an average Sunday attendance 
of 75 members. Our building has pews, a 
pulpit, a projector and hymn books. We are 
involved in community service and mission 
work. If interested, send a current resume 
along with references, information about 
yourself and your family, and links to two 
sermons to: 
elders@redondochurchofchrist.com

Full-time Minister - Los Angeles

See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your brief mention classified ad, 
or email advertising@christianchronicle.org for more information. 

Churches:

New Road Church of Christ, Youth and Family Minister, 3100 S New Rd,  Waco, 
TX  76706, (254) 730-5385, jmshaw@grandecom.net.

Washington Church of Christ, Full-time Preacher, 700 Allison Ave, Washington, 
PA 15301, (724) 222-9017, Bob Bishop, bobbishop66@yahoo.com.

Whitehall Church of Christ, Pulpit Minister, 215 Streets Run Rd, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15236, (412) 884-2055, contact@whitehallchurchofchrist.com.

Schools:

Abilene Christian University, Dean of the College of Health and Behavioral 
Sciences, 1600 Campus Ct, Abilene, TX 79601,  
ACUDeanCSE@academicsearch.org.

Abilene Christian University, Dean of the College of Science and 
Engineering, 1600 Campus Ct, Abilene, TX 79601,  
ACUDeanCSE@academicsearch.org.

Riverside Christian Academy, President/Head of School, 116 Riverside Ln, 
Fayetteville, TN 37334, (931) 993-7342, daniel.eldridge@rcaknights.org.

JOB OPENINGS

FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:
March 17 (April issue)
April 21 (May issue)

Contact: advertising@
christianchronicle.org

CALENDAR
March 13-14     York University - 
Equip Conference. York, Neb. See 
york.edu/equip.php.
March 20-23     Abundant Living. 
Retreat for senior adults. Hot Springs, 
Ark. See abundantlivingseniors.com.
March 22-25     Revive Us Again.  
A HomeMission Evangelism 
and Church Growth Workshop. 
Waxahachie, Texas. See  
homemission.org/revive-us-again-2023. 
March 30-31     ACU Summit. 
Abilene, Texas. See acu.edu/summit.
April 14-15     New Day Resources: 
Momentum Workshop. Frisco, Texas. 
See newdayresources.org.
April 24-27     SOAR Retreat. Hosted 
by Herald of Truth. Counce, Tenn. See 
heraldoftruth.org/SOAR.
May 2-5     Harbor: The Pepperdine 
Bible Lectures. Malibu, Calif. See 
pepperdine.edu/harbor.
June 5-9     Global Reunion. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. See oc.edu/
globalreunion.
June 23-24     New Day Resources: 
Momentum Workshop. Byesville, 
Ohio. See newdayresources.org.
July 1-8     The Kerusso Experience. 
Searcy, Ark. See harding.edu/kerusso.
July 9-14     Honor’s Summer 
Academy at OC. Oklahoma City, 
Okla. See oc.edu/hsa.
July 16-21     Texas Normal Singing 
School at ACU. Abilene, Texas. See 
singingschool.org.
Sept. 8-9     Equip Workshop. 
Waxahachie, Texas. See 
EquipWorkshop.org. 
Sept. 21-24     Global Missions 
Experience. Harding University 
Tahkodah. Floral, Ark. See  
harding.edu/gme.

Norfolk Church of Christ in Norfolk, 
Va., wishes to add an Associate 
Minister to work with our senior 
minister, who will retain primary 
pulpit duties. Ideal candidates will 
have interest in youth ministry, family 
ministry, evangelism efforts and small 
groups. There will also be opportunity 
to preach two or three times each 
quarter. Resume and compensation 
expectations should be submitted to:

 robert@norfolkcoc.org

Associate Minister - Norfolk, Va.

 

The Church of Christ at Westmoreland Drive in Orlando, Fla., is seeking a full-time 
minister who: is a married man according to the scriptures; has a bachelor’s degree or higher 
in Bible or has completed the equivalent from a certified Christian college or School of 
Preaching; is willing to work with the elders; agrees to reside in Orange County, Fla., where 
the congregation is located; is sound in doctrine with strong biblical convictions; is completely 
given to the ministries at the local congregation; and has a zeal for evangelism and a vision for 
church growth. Salary/compensation is negotiable. 

Please send the items listed below via email addressed to: 
Elders, Church of Christ at Westmoreland Drive

215 N Westmoreland Dr, Orlando, FL 32805, Email: westmoreland215@yahoo.com
• Cover Letter • Current Resume • References • Photo • Contact Information • Video of a sermon

Full-time Minister - Orlando, Fla.

Congregations: Limited-time Offer!
Encourage your missionaries at home or overseas by 
signing them up for a complimentary subscription to The 
Christian Chronicle. We can add them to our email list, send 
print copies monthly, or do both.

Christians with a special heart and passion for your 
missionaries and international brothers and sisters have 
begun a fund for this to happen.

If you would like to add someone to our list or make a 
donation for our international efforts, please contact:

lynda@christianchronicle.org
Bless your

missionaries with an international
 subscription!

 

The Great Smoky Mountains Church 
of Christ is seeking a full-time minister 
who is family-oriented, experienced in 
church growth, and comfortable meeting 
with visitors and a diverse mix of local 
people. The minister will motivate others 
to be a part of God’s family and encourage 
their growth. He will be devoted to the 
local congregation while engaging in the 
community that sees roughly 12 million 
visitors per year. The church building 
is located near the National Park and 
Dollywood in Pigeon Forge.
Please send a cover letter along with your 
resume to: gsmcocdeacons@gmail.com

Minister - Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

https://christianchronicle.org/calendar/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/full-time-minister-ypsilanti-church-of-christ/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/pulpit-minister-dublin-street-church-of-christ/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/full-time-minister-westmoreland-drive-church-of-christ/
https://redondochurchofchrist.com/
https://christianchronicle.org/subscribe-to-the-chronicle/
https://www.norfolkcoc.org/
https://gsmchurchofchrist.com/


ACROSS
1. Book of wisdom and folly.
5. “Keep me as the _____ of your 
 eye; hide me in the shadow of your 
 wings” (Psalm 17:8, New 
 International Version).
10. “In this ark were the golden ___ 
 containing the manna, Aaron’s 
 rod that budded and the stone 
 tablets of the covenant” (Hebrews 
 9:4, New English Translation).
12. People of a large Greek city, 
 written to by Paul.
13. Sum up.
15. “The harvest is the end of the age, 
 and the ____s are angels” 
 (Matthew 13:39, NET).
17. One of the gifts brought to Jesus 
 by the wise men, Matthew 2:11.
20. Canaanite false god, 2 Kings 
 11:18.
22. “Then God met Balaam, who 
 said to him, “I have prepared 
 seven ______, and I have offered 
 on each altar a bull and a ram” 
 (Numbers 23:4, NET).
23. Master’s degree, abbr.
24. Humor.
26. Letter from Paul from prison.
29. Queen and a Bible book.
31. High and low waters.
33. Perfect.
34. “The God of my father has been 
 my help and ______ me from 
 the sword of Pharaoh” (Exodus 
 18:4, NET).
35. “When my life was ____ing away, 
 I called out to the Lord, and 
 my prayer came to you, to your 
 holy temple” (Jonah 2:7, NET).
38. Another word for the Lord.
40. Fishing on Galilee, for example.
42. “One ___ stream calls out to 
 another at the sound of your 
 waterfalls” (Psalm 42:7, NET).

45. He was saved from the lion’s den.
46. Places with cloisters.

DOWN
1. He denied Jesus three times.
2. “I am the Alpha and the ____” 
 (Revelation 22:13, NET).
3. Celebration of Christ’s 
 resurrection.
4. Courageous.
6. Supplications.
7. Covets, with “after.”
8. Stumbling expression.
9. Follower of Jesus at Damascus.  

11 Fisherman’s equipment.
14. Old English, for short.
16. Historical time period.
18. Choir voice.
19. Holy.
20. “The one who believes and is 
 _____ will be saved” (Mark 
 16:16, NET).
21. “The Lord’s decisions stand for- 
 ever; his plans ____ throughout 
 the ages” (Psalm 33:11, NET).
22. Point, in a way.
24. English theologian, evangelist.
25. “Then the _____s went out and 
 planned together to entrap him 

 with his own words” (Matthew 
 22:15, NET).
27. Concealed.
28. Meadow.
30. “God sent me ahead of you to pre-
 serve you on the earth and to ____
 your lives” (Genesis 45:7, NET).
32. “Then Moses and Aaron went and 
 brought together all the Israelite 
 ____s” (Exodus 4:29, NET).
36. Exist.
37. “When Jacob was told, “Your son 
 Joseph has just come to you,” 
 Israel regained strength and sat 
 up on his ___” (Genesis 48:2, 
 NET).
39. Digging tool.
41. Donkey.
43. Father in slang.
44. Measure of weight, abbr.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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Lift up thine ‘i’s

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

H E R EH E R E I N  T H E  C L A S S
AND  I N  T H E  F I E L D

www.hcu.edu

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 39.

1. Wife of Abram: 
    __ __ __ __ I
2. Changed her name to Mara: 
    __ __ __ __ I
3. Brother of Reuben:
    __ __ __ I
4. Elisha’s greedy servant: 
    __ __ __ __ __ I
5. Made Samaria his capital:    
    __ __ __ I
6. Encouraged a temple rebuild: 
    __ __ __ __ __ I
7. King of Israel for one week: 
    __ __ __ __ I
8. Roman colony in Macedonia: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ I
9. Samuel’s mentor: 
    __ __ I
10. A son of Bilhah and Jacob: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ I

www.hcu.edu
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Word Find: Ezra tells a ‘rise up and build’ story
By Christi Roméo | The Christian Chronicle 

“Let us rise up and build” is the theme of this year’s Lads to Leaders, based on Nehemiah 2:17-18. This year’s L2L Bible bowl 
covers the Old Testament books of Ezra and Nehemiah. This month’s Word Find focuses on Ezra. See answers on Page 39.

ADAR
ALTAR
AMORITES
BABYLON
BENJAMIN
CANAANITES
CAPTIVITY
CHALDEAN
COVENANT
CUBITS
CYRUS
DARIUS
DECREE
ELAMITES
ELDERS
EZRA
FESTIVAL
GIFTS
GOLD
HAGGAI
HOUSE
ISRAEL
JEDAIAH
JEHIEL
JEREMIAH
JERUSALEM
JESHUA
JOPPA
JOSHUA
JOZADAK
JUDAH
JUDGES

JUSTICE
KADMIEL
KING
LEBANON
LEVITES
MUSICIANS
NEBUCHAD-   
  NEZZAR
OFFERINGS
PALACE
PASSOVER
PERSIA
PRAISE
PRIESTS
PROPHETS
REMNANT 
ROYAL
SACRIFICES
SAMARIA
SANCTUARY
SERVANTS
SHESHBAZZAR
SILVER
SON
SUSA
TABERNACLE
TIMBER
TREASURER
TRIBES
TYRE
ZECHARIAH
ZERUBBABEL

Let us equip you to share Jesus.

Printed 
Lessons

Online
Lessons

Study
Bible

Social Media
Discipling

Bible
Curriculum

Local
Outreach

worldbibleschool.net

You. Sharing Jesus.

Find the following words from 
Ezra. The unused 36 letters form 
a sentence about the book.

https://www.worldbibleschool.net/
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Rekindling the Church’s Fire: 
Select Studies on 1st and 2nd Thessalonians

by Ken Wilson, Ph.D.

NEW BOOK  
$9.95

Paul’s purpose for 
writing this book 
was to Rekindle the 
Church’s Fire in 
Thessalonica and to 
help them understand 
the End of Time.

Visit agapecounselingcenter.org/ to order.

 

Terica Turner. Tackling 
the Taboo: Navigating 
Anxiety, Depression, 
and Other Mental 
Illnesses as a Christian. 
Kachelman Publications, 
2022. $11.99. Available 
in ebook and paperback 
from Amazon. 

Depression and Anxiety Relief

Jonathan Jones II.  
A New Spirit: How 
the Holy Spirit 
Changes You From 
the Inside Out. 
Graceful Press, 2023. 
$14.99. Order from 
Amazon.

A New Spirit

A Conversation with John 
about Revelation

Yann Opsitch.
Dialogues on 
Revelation with 
John the Apostle.
Keledei Publications, 
2022. $14.99. Order 
from Amazon or 
Keledei.

NEW AND NO TEW O RTHY

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions 
are paid advertisements. Visit our 

website for more information or contact 
advertising@christianchronicle.org.

Jack Cunningham. 
Heavenly Rhymes: 
Poetry Inspired. The 
Book Patch, 2023. 
$17.99. Available 
for purchase on 
thebookpatch.com.

Poetry, Inspired by God

JT Jones. A Spiritual 
Meditation - Guided 
Spiritual Meditation 
Series. Paperback, 
large print, 2023. $9.99. 
Order from Amazon. 
Audio Book will soon 
be available on Audible.

Guided Spiritual Meditation

The 46-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians in the 
United States Military with
local churches of Christ both
overseas and in the U.S.

Please send name, email, and 
other contact info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen.ministry@comcast.net

PO Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 501-9813

https://agapecounselingcenter.org/books.html
http://amenministry.org/
http://www.pathsforyou.com/hesaid/
https://christianchronicle.org/book/


‘I think I can’ spread the Good News

When it comes to reaching 
a lost world with the 
Good News, we may think 
such evangelism is for 

the preacher, other trained minis-
ters or people (not me!) who are 
specially gifted. 

We may feel that reaching others 
with the Gospel is a 
hill too steep, like the 
one in Watty Piper’s 
classic story of the 
little train engine 
pulling a heavy load. 

We may tell 
ourselves, “I think I 
can’t, I think I can’t,” 
and abandon Jesus’ 
mission to seek and 
save the lost and give 
up on his commission 
to make disciples.

Perhaps it is time to look for 
help, like the little engine did. This 
is where Mark Mittelberg’s book, 
“Contagious Faith,” comes along 
to help us see how God can use 
our own personal style to share the 
Good News of Jesus. 

It might just be the help you need 
to conquer the hill. 

“Contagious Faith” provides tools, 
examples and motivation to move 
from “I think I can’t” to “I think I 
can” by strengthening our trust that 
God can use us to spread his Good 
News with the gifts, personality and 

faith we already have. 
“Contagious Faith” 

describes five personal 
styles for sharing the 
Good News, presents 
biblical illustrations of 
each, looks to Jesus as an 
example and caps each 
style with key skills that 
can apply to anyone. 

This consistent format 
makes the book very read-
able and easy to follow. It 
guides us throughout to 

identify our own personal styles for 
sharing the Good News of Jesus, 
reminds us of resources God uses to 
move people toward Jesus and pres-
ents a variety of ways to reach out so 
that we can be our authentic selves 
as we share Jesus with others.

The book seems to lean heavily on 
inviting people to church events as 
a means toward introducing them 
to Christ. Given our current post- 
Christian culture, a 
more helpful approach 
might address how 
to reach skeptics and 
former church adher-
ents — groups who are 
not likely to attend a 
church event.

Perhaps a chapter 
or so on how to offer 
a simple invitation to a 
personal Bible study or 
what discipleship looks 
like on a day-to-day 
basis would have been 
beneficial. 

Also concerning for 
us, Mittelberg does 
not include baptism as 
part of the response of 
believers toward salva-
tion. However, his book 
does provide simple ways to make 
connections so that the Good News 
of Jesus can be shared.    

When all is said and done, 
“Contagious Faith” does a good job 
of describing specific ways to use 
our own giftedness to share the good 

news of Jesus. 
If you are in the mode 

of “I think I can’t, I think 
I can’t” when it comes to 
sharing the Good News 
of Jesus, “Contagious 
Faith” may be the help 
you need to shift to “I 
think I can, I think I can” 
and become “The Little 
Engine That Could” to 
scale the hill and allow 
God to use you to spread 
his Good News with 
the gifts, personality 
and faith you already 
possess.

ANDY AND ROSLYN MILLER are 
co-leaders of Reclaimed missional 
community in Orlando, Fla., 
where Roslyn is also an instruc-

tional designer for the University of Central Florida. 
Reclaimed is supported by the North Boulevard 
Church of Christ in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

In Print

Andy and Roslyn Miller Mark Mittelberg. 
“Contagious Faith: 
Discover Your Natural 
Style for Sharing Jesus 
with Others.” Zondervan. 
2021. 256 pages. $18.99.

MARCH 2023 REVIEWS THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE    37

https://fearlessvbs.org/
https://floodvbs.org/
https://christianchronicle.org/i-think-i-can-spread-the-good-news/


ARUSHA, Tanzania

We wouldn’t be stopping for 
ice cream. 

I was doing a ride-along 
with Dorris Fortson and 

Ana Kimambo of Neema 
Village, a home for orphaned 
and abandoned babies in this 
East African city, not far from 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

We were going to visit a few 
of their success stories — 
ladies who had gone through 
the ministry’s Mothers 
Against Poverty (MAP) 
program, regained custody 
of their children and started 
their own businesses. 

Then, ice cream. 
But before we left, Ana told us 

that we’d be making another stop. A 
young woman had asked to join the 
MAP program. We’d be interviewing 
her and, most likely, bringing her 
and her family directly back to the 
Neema Village campus, where the 
mothers stay while they take classes 
on women’s rights, 
parenting, computers, 
sewing, business — 
whatever they choose. 

We visited the MAP 
moms. One ran a 
beauty parlor, another 
a clothes shop. One, 
Elizabeth, made fruity 
juice drinks at a stall 
in a bustling outdoor 
market. I couldn’t 
interview her because 
she had customers 
lined up — and a 
constant, beautiful, 
ear-to-ear smile. 

Then we pulled up 
next to the home of 
Joanne, age 16. It was a lean-to of 
wooden planks and sheet metal, 
set against the concrete wall of 
an adjoining property. There was 
no floor, only dried mud that had 
preserved a tiny baby footprint.

I gingerly sat down on the corner 
of what I assumed was a bed. Ana 
spoke to Joanne and her 22-year-old 
cousin in Swahili. 

“So the situation is really, really 
tough,” Ana told us. “I think now 
they cannot share too much because 
they’re scared.” Ana had spoken 
to Joanne before and knew some 

of their story. Later she and 
Dorris told me that Joanne 
had given birth at 14 and was 
doing her best to raise her 
baby and her 7-year-old sister. 
Joanne’s “sometimes father,” 
as Dorris called him, appeared 
occasionally to abuse her. 
Then he disappeared. 

Joanne’s cousin, who has 
a baby of her own, moved in 
recently. Life had become too 

hard in the village where she lived, 
the cousin said. It was hard for me 
to imagine a life tougher than this. 
They would wash clothes to earn a 
few shillings for cornmeal porridge 
called ugali, a staple in East Africa. It 
was never enough.

Joanne’s sister had special needs, 
she told us, pointing to the bed where 
I sat. I almost jumped when I realized 

that the 7-year-old had 
been lying there this 
whole time, dressed in 
jeans and a simple, blue 
sweatshirt. She didn’t 
speak. She moved slowly. 
I couldn’t tell if she could 
see. The father had 
been abusing her, too, 
the young women told 
us. A medical test later 
confirmed this.

Dorris spoke: “Joanne, 
I know sometimes you 
think God has left you, 
even though he hasn’t. 
God’s eyes are upon 
you.” She talked about 
Jesus’ promise to give 

us an abundant life (John 10) and 
encouraged Joanne to take advantage 
of all the programs that would soon 
be offered to her and her cousin. 

We’re going to welcome you into our 
family. You’re going to be fine,” Dorris 
said. A year from now, she would be 
“shangaa” (Swahili for “amazed”) at 
how God has changed her life. 

Then Dorris turned to me. “Erik, 

what words of encouragement do 
you have?”

I stammered, thinking only of the 
7-year-old, motionless, next to me. 
“I’m really sorry that you’ve had to go 
through this,” I said. “No one should 
have to go through this. … But your 
story doesn’t have to end here.” 

I thought about the evil in this 
world, the pure evil. I tried to focus 
on the forces of good that come from 
God, forces that the gates of hell 
cannot withstand. But that tiny, dirty 
room was so dark.

We prayed. Then we gathered 
the girls’ few bags of possessions 
and loaded them into Ana’s Land 
Cruiser. Dorris had trouble lifting the 
7-year-old into the seat and asked me 
to help. I was terrified to touch her, 
knowing what another man had done 
to her. Would she recoil? 

“OK, sweetie, here we go,” I said, 
repeating words I used to say to my 
two girls when they were little as I 
would buckle them into their car seats. 

As I gently lifted this poor, precious 
daughter of the King of Kings, I 
heard singing — simple, angelic 
singing. I looked across the alley 

and saw a door with a cross. It was a 
church building or a Christian school 
perhaps. They were having chapel.

Was this supposed to comfort me, 
God? It didn’t. I felt a surge of rage. 
This place of worship existed just 
feet away from the house with the 
muddy footprint, a place of atrocity, 
of horror. And they did nothing.

I’ve thought about my anger in the 
days since. Back in Oklahoma, my 
church meets in a huge, comfortable 
building across the street from a 
small subdivision. Do I know what 
goes on in those houses? 

If I did, what would I do about it? 
Here, in Arusha, God did some-

thing. He sent Ana and Dorris. 
After we loaded the young women 

and their children, I fumbled for my 
seatbelt, trying to blink away tears. 

“I dunno, Dorris,” I said. “I think 
we’d better stop for ice cream after all.”

We did. I bought some for every-
body. It seemed stupid and pointless. 

It was the best I could do.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
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SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

A message for the hurting: ‘God’s eyes are upon you’
WOMEN RESCUE WOMEN in Tanzania, assuring the impoverished and abused that their story isn’t over. 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Dorris Fortson listens to 
Joanne’s story.

DORRIS FORTSON

Joanne and her daughter leave their one-room home for Neema Village.

https://christianchronicle.org/a-message-for-the-hurting-gods-eyes-are-upon-you/


A Program To Help You Grow In Faith and Service
While the Military Outreach program may be new to you, it was the 

reactivation in 2012 of a program that operated from 1980 through the 
mid 1990s. At this time, we are in our 43rd year of service.

This program of work is designed to send a teacher to a congregation 
anywhere they are invited worldwide. The length of time our teacher 
spends with your congregation can be from a few days to a few months.

To have one of our teachers or teaching teams come to your 
congregation is really quite simple:

*You select the subject or subjects to be taught.        
*You select the dates and length of stay.
*We provide all training materials.                             
*We provide transportation to your location. 
*You provide local transportation, housing, and meals. 

Our teaching staff is ready to help you grow in faith, service, and 
outreach. No matter where you are, stateside or overseas, we are 
prepared to serve congregations anywhere in the world.  

In the past, we have served congregations in Germany, England, 
Korea, and Japan, just to mention a few. This is in addition to a number 
of stateside locations. We look forward to serving your congregation.

www.1militaryoutreach1.com 
or call (303) 888-7693

Program Director:  Program Coordinator:
Dick Brant USN Ret. John Phillis USA Ret.
thinksouls1@gmail.com jphillis@comcast.net    
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Help us match our 
biggest gift yet!

A select group of Christian Chronicle readers just like you have 
banded together to offer the largest matching gift in our history!  
Now through March 31, every dollar given will be matched up to 
$125,000. Please consider a one-time or monthly gift, or ask us 

about our Chronicle Associates program. 

I’m enclosing my first 
monthly gift of $10 

or more as a Keeper 
of the Chronicle. 

I’m enclosing a one-time 
gift to support the Chronicle. 

All gifts (Keeper, one-time 
and Associate) are 

tax-deductible.

Know someone who values real news that honors God? Send them a gift subscription
Name:      __________________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________________
                    __________________________________________________

Go to christianchronicle.org/donate to contribute by credit or debit 
card or mail this form with your check to The Christian Chronicle, 
PO Box 11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100. To donate by 

phone or for more information, call us at (405) 425-5070. 

Contribute by mobile device at $christianchronicle on Cash App.

I’m enclosing a gift 
of $1,000 or more to 
become a Chronicle 

Associate. 

We’re blessed to have 
thousands of readers who 
believe in our ministry to 
provide real news that 

honors God, even when so much 
of the world doesn’t want to hear it. 

We know that there are a lot of 
people out there who value what 
The Christian Chronicle does, 
and we want to expand the ways 

we reach them. This year we’ve 
launched a podcast and a short-form 
video initiative. We’re so thankful 
for all of you who have prayerfully 
decided to help us fund our new and 
ongoing initiatives.

Feel free to contact me for more 
information about our Keepers of the 
Chronicle and Associates programs. 

— Erik Tryggestad, president and CEO

Crossword | From Page 34 Bible Bowling | From Page 34

Word Search | From Page 35

The unused 36 letters read: “GOD IS FAITHFUL 
IN FULFILLING HIS PROMISES.”

1) Sarai (Genesis 11:29). 
2) Naomi (Ruth 1:20). 
3) Levi (Genesis 29:34).
4) Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20). 
5) Omri (1 Kings 16:24).
6) Haggai (Haggai 1:2). 
7) Zimri (1 Kings 16:15). 
8) Philippi. 
9) Eli (1 Samuel 1:25). 

10) Naphtali 
(Genesis 30:8). 
 

Quiz by Steve 
Whitehead 
of the British 
Bible School, 
britishbibleschool.
com.

Mark    16:15

https://christianchronicle.org/donate/
www.1militaryoutreach1.com
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Apply to be a Study Helper!
Scan the QR code, or visit 

worldbibleschool.net/teach

More than
5,000

students are
ready to

study
God’s Word!

REGISTER FOR FREE!
INCLUDED:

4 Keynotes & 5 Breakout Tracks
Uplifting Worship 

Workshop Materials
New Day eBook

2 Meals on Saturday

BYESVILLE, OH
JUNE 23-24

FRISCO, TX
APRIL 14-15

LEARN MORE & REGISTER TODAY AT

LET’S GO MAKE DISCIPLES!

NEWDAYRESOURCES.ORG
And while you’re there, take advantage of 
the SUPER EARLY BIRD PRICING for the  
NEW DAY CONFERENCE in September!

TOOLS & RESOURCES TO HELP YOU RESTORE THE 
REVOLUTIONARY MISSION OF CHRIST'S CHURCH

www.heraldoftruth.org/soar
worldbibleschool.net/teach
newdayresources.org
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