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BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

The question caught Sorina 
Vintila off guard: “Does God 
love Russians?”

A 5-year-old named Zahar 
asked it at the end of a Bible lesson 
about a boy named Samuel — about 
the importance of listening to God.

Zahar was living in the southern 
Ukrainian city of Mykolaiv when 
Russia invaded his homeland. His 
house was destroyed. He and his 
twin brother, along with their mother 
and grandmother, fled to Romania 
while their father stayed behind to 
fight in the Ukrainian army.

Thankfully, Vintila has gotten used 
to being off guard. Eight months 

ago she and her husband, Dragos, 
quickly transformed their church’s 
meeting place into a relief center for 
the thousands of Ukrainians who 
arrived at their doorstep.

Now the Cluj-Napoca Church of 
Christ, where Dragos Vintila serves 
as minister, houses and feeds refu-
gees. Church members operate a free 
grocery store for their city’s guests — 
and teach Bible to those interested.

Yes, God loves Russians, Sorina 
Vintila told Zahar and his class-
mates. But “God doesn’t like when 
we are doing bad things. It makes 
him sad. God wants us to listen and 
obey him, just as Samuel did.”

Five-year-olds aren’t the only ones 
asking that question, said Fedya 
Chernichkin. The Ukrainian minister 
recently traveled to Izium, a city 
reclaimed from Russian forces by 
Ukraine’s army. Chernichkin serves 

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Once again, the Gulf Coast 
Church of Christ is serving 
as a relief hub after a major 
hurricane pounded Florida.  

But this hurricane, Ian, surpassed 
anything church members had seen.

“It’s the worst storm I’ve witnessed 
in my 62 years in Florida,” Delina 
Caldwell told The Christian Chronicle 
eight days after the Category 4 storm 
made landfall near Fort Myers. 
“Please pray for our work here.”

At press time, that work involved 
taking boxes of food, cleaning supplies 
and other relief items to hard-hit 
communities along the Gulf Coast 
where power hadn’t yet been restored.  

The journeys are hard. It took an 
hour to go 10 miles, even with the 
National Guard directing traffic, 
Caldwell said. She and her son made 
a trip to hard-hit Cape Coral. There, 
a family “had their 2-year-old in their 
car, running the air for her with the 
last of their gas,” she said. They 
gave the family boxes of supplies. 

“Then I remembered I had some 
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‘Does God love Russians?’

See RUSSIANS, Page 14

Help floods 
Florida after 
Hurricane Ian

IT’S A HURTFUL QUESTION  but an understandable one, say Christians in Russia. Along with 
their Ukrainian brethren, they face an increasingly challenging task: loving their neighbor. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY STEVE CALDWELL

Ivan Santivañez, left, of the Gulf 
Coast Church of Christ delivers relief. 

See IAN, Page 8

After Russia’s retreat, hungry Ukrainians in the city of Izium take loaves of bread delivered by Volunteer Brothers.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY FEDYA CHERNICHKIN

Near Izium, Fedya Chernichkin 
drives past an abandoned tank.
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Donate at www.sunset.bible or text "Ukraine" to 806-203-7424 or mail to:
Sunset International Bible Institute

Attn: GRM Ukraine
3723 34th St.

Lubbock, TX 79410

COVERING UKRAINE WITH
PRAYERS AND LOVE,
FOOD AND WARMTH

With the help of many partners, SIBI has sent containers of food and supplies for
the winter beginning right now. Donate to help fund this effort to supply aid.

ALL FUNDS DONATED TO SIBI FOR THE GLOBAL RELIEF MINISTRY TO UKRAINE WILL BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR THAT PURPOSE.

HELP FOR THE BITTER WINTER

https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/9bb7a3cf-bcab-4f36-88dc-46a8f1fbde9e
https://www.shelbygiving.com/App/Form/9bb7a3cf-bcab-4f36-88dc-46a8f1fbde9e


BY GABRIEL GRANT HUFF | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SEARCY, Ark.

For 31 years Mike Cope had not 
been invited to speak at his alma 
mater. Harding University’s new 
president changed that.

Mike Williams, whose recent 
inaugural address focused on bridge 
building, wasted no time inviting 
Cope, a 1978 Harding graduate 
and ministry outreach director at 
Pepperdine University in Malibu, 
Calif., back to campus to speak. 

Williams, a 1985 graduate of 
Harding, became the university’s sixth 
president after serving seven years 
as president of Faulkner University in 
Montgomery, Ala. Harding, Faulkner 

and Pepperdine all are associated with 
Churches of Christ.

Cope believes Harding is taking 
steps in the right direction to repair 

old relationships.
“I will speak from my 

experience,” Cope told 
The Christian Chronicle. 
“The invitation from 
President Williams 
to return to my alma 
mater to speak was 
itself healing. I trust
that there will be many 

other efforts to reach out to alumni 
who have felt sidelined.” 

Cope served as a minister for 
Churches of Christ for over 27 years.

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

CUMMING, Ga.

Kelvin Teamer stood on the stage 
of the Grace Chapel Church of 
Christ and marveled at the crowd.

In this small town about 40 
miles northeast of Atlanta, about 
600 Christians — Black, White and 
Hispanic — filled the pews for a spe-
cial unity service.

“It’s good to be in Forsyth County 
this morning!” proclaimed Teamer, 
evangelist for the Bouldercrest 
Church of Christ in Atlanta.

“Amen! Amen!” the crowd 
responded.

“Now there was a time not long 
ago,” the Black minister added, “when 
somebody who looked like me would 
never say anything like that. But God 
is having his way here today.”

Teamer alluded to the ugly racial 
past of Forsyth County, which 
remained nearly all-White into the 
1990s. Cumming, with a population of 
about 6,500, is the county seat.

A Forsyth County historical marker 
erected just last year — at the urging 
of a community remembrance project 
— recounts the 1912 lynching of Rob 
Edwards. The 24-year-old Black man 
was accused of raping and murdering a 
young White woman named Mae Crow.

In the same case, two Black teens, 
Ernest Knox and Oscar Daniel, were 

hanged after one-day trials. 
Bands of White “night riders” then 

launched a coordinated campaign of 
arson and terror to drive out all 1,098 
Black citizens of Forsyth County, 
according to the 2016 book “Blood 
at the Root: A Racial Cleansing in 
America” by Patrick Phillips.
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See WALTONS, Page 4 

During the pandemic 
lockdown, I rediscov-
ered “The Waltons” 
and watched all 221 

episodes.
Somewhere along the 

way, I learned that the 
classic TV show about a 
Depression-era family in 
rural Virginia made its 
prime-time debut in the fall 
of 1972.

That’s 50 years ago.
I started

emailing
myself 
notes about 
religion 
references 
in specific 
episodes — 
those with 
titles such 
as “The 
Sinner,” 

“The Sermon” and “The 
Baptism” — and marked 
the anniversary date on my 
calendar. Journalists are 
always looking for a story, 
don’t you know?

I pitched a piece to The 
Associated Press. To my 
delight, Global Religion 
news director David Crary 
and news editor Holly 
Meyer let me write it.

Speaking of AP friends, 
Matt Curry and I worked 
together in the Dallas bureau 
from 2003 to 2005. Curry 
later left journalism and 
attended Brite Divinity School 
at Texas Christian University. 

He’s a big fan of “The 
Waltons,” and his family’s 
experience became the 
opening for my AP feature.

I wrote about how Curry’s 
parents were children of the 
Great Depression, just like 
“The Waltons.”

‘The Waltons’
still beloved
after 50 years

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

JEFF MONTGOMERY

Harding President Mike Williams speaks 
during his inauguration ceremony.

‘This is one of us coming back home,’ new prez says

See HARDING, Page 24

HARDING’S MIKE WILLIAMS  focuses on bridge building at the Christian university.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

The host team of the Grace Chapel Church of Christ prays before the Sunday service.

See GEORGIA, Page 10

Georgia churches seek racial unity
GATHERING DUBBED  ‘One Voice Atlanta’ highlights ‘oneness as a witness.’

Cope

https://christianchronicle.org/why-the-waltons-the-classic-tv-show-that-just-turned-50-wasnt-afraid-of-religion/
https://christianchronicle.org/in-georgia-county-with-history-of-racial-violence-christians-seek-unity/
https://christianchronicle.org/this-is-one-of-us-coming-back-home/
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When Curry was growing up on a 
farm in northern Texas, his carpenter 
father and teacher mother often 
argued playfully over who had a 
poorer childhood.

“The Depression was the seminal 
time of their lives — the time that 
was about family and survival and 
making it through,” said Curry, now 
a 59-year-old Presbyterian pastor in 
Owensboro, Ky. “My dad used to talk 
about how his dad would go work out 
of town and send $5 a week to feed 
and clothe the family.”

So when “The Waltons,” set in 
1932 and running through World 
War II, debuted on CBS on Sept. 14, 
1972, the Currys identified closely 
with the storylines.

I enjoyed interviewing two stars 
of “The Waltons”: Richard Thomas 
(John-Boy Walton) and Kami Cotler 
(Elizabeth Walton).

My AP story explored how the 
series delved into spiritual themes at 
a time when the TV networks tended 
to avoid them. As for the reason, 
Thomas pointed to the show’s creator, 
the late Earl Hamner Jr., on whose life 
the fictional series is based.

“The religious aspect of the show 
had to do with the fact that Earl 
Hamner was talking about a time and 
a place … where those issues were 

very much in play,” Thomas, now a 
grandfather of four, told me. “I mean, 
in a small community in the moun-
tains of Virginia in the Depression, if 
you don’t deal with the church aspect 
of things, then you don’t deal with 
things as they were.”

In a 1976 episode, a judge trying 
to persuade John-Boy, an aspiring 
writer, not to print an embarrassing 
story in the Blue Ridge Chronicle 
tells him: “John, you’re taking 
yourself and your paper much too 
seriously. You’re not representing 
the New York Times or even the 
Charlottesville Progress. You’re a 
little county newspaper.”

“Judge Thornbury,” John-Boy 
responds, “I’m very well aware of the 
fact that I’m not in the same league 
with any of those newspapers in 
many ways, but I like to think I have 
something in common with them, 
and that’s a little bit of integrity.”

A cool thing: My AP story made 
the front page of the Charlottesville 
Progress — about 25 miles from 
where Hamner grew up.

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross.

TO READ the full story on “The Waltons,” find the 
link at christianchronicle.org/waltons.

WALTONS: Show addressed religious themes

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CBS

The cast of the TV show “The Waltons” is shown in a 1974 CBS photo.

FROM PAGE 3

q $25 provides initial screenings for 10 women
q $100 provides colposcopies for 6 women
q $200 provides a full day of free screenings
q $500 helps Dr. Whittaker provide cancer care in Africa
q $1,000 helps Dr. Whittaker provide cancer care in Africa
q I can provide ________ to help with cancer care in Africa

102 N. Locust St., Searcy, AR 72143 • 501.268.9511

Cancer Touches Africans, Too
CANCER IS FRIGHTENING in any culture but is often a death 
sentence in Africa, where treatment is limited. While some basic 
cancer treatment has been provided, missionary OB-GYN Dr. Bob 
Whittaker is now able to do more to help women at the Mathan-
geni Church of Christ Clinic in Eswatini (formerly Swaziland). 

•  Screenings for African women dealing with “female cancers”
•  Performed 47 colposcopies/biopsies and 9 Loop  

Electrosurgical Excision Procedures in one month alone
•  Unfortunately, the cost affects the number of people able to 

be served, limiting care
•  Equipment needed to treat is expensive 

Your gift will help provide cancer care                      
to these hurting women in Africa.

https://ihcf.net/
https://christianchronicle.org/why-the-waltons-the-classic-tv-show-that-just-turned-50-wasnt-afraid-of-religion/
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Texas International Bible Institute seeks an experienced leader whose
fund-raising and communication skills will help them tell TIBI’s story
and create relationships with individuals and organizations who can
help TIBI meet short-, medium- and long-term goals. The ideal
candidate will be a committed follower of Christ who understands and
believes in TIBI’s mission to train Spanish-speaking people to plant
churches that are biblical, relevant, nurturing and evangelistic.

For more information: 
Steve Austin, Director

austin@ibitibi.org
(281) 787-3721

Texas International 
Bible Institute

Vayan y hagan discípulos de 
todas las naciones (Mt. 28:19)

OPENING FOR FULL-TIME 

MANAGER OF DEVELOPMENT

ibitibi.org

Medical Missions Seminar

Featured Speakers:

For more information: IHCF-Seminar.org

Emem Akpanudo, M.D.
Pediatric Surgeon, 
Nigerian Christian Hospital

Shannon DeShazo, M.D.
Family Practice, 
McKinney, Texas

James Netterville, M.D.
ENT-otolaryngologist, 
Vanderbilt University 
Medical Center

Robert Lawrence, M.D.
Chief Medical Officer,
Alaska Dept. of Corrections

“Back to Our Roots”: 
Rediscovering Christian Health Care

January 13 & 14, 2023
Church of Christ at McDermott Road, Plano, Texas

https://www.ihcf-seminar.org/
https://prestoncrest.org/story
https://ibitibi.org/en/start-home-page
https://acappella.regfox.com/wli-2023
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SHUTTERSTOCK PHOTO

The late Loretta Lynn discussed her baptism in her 1976 autobiography.

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Loretta Lynn, the country music 
superstar whose autobiog-
raphy “Coal Miner’s Daughter” 

recounted her baptism and ties to 
Churches of Christ, died Oct. 4 at 
her ranch in Hurricane Mills, Tenn. 
She was 90.

Terry Rush, retired minister for the 
Memorial Drive Church of Christ in 
Tulsa, Okla., paid tribute to his friend 
and fellow Christian on Facebook.

“Loretta Lynn was a very kind and 
gentle lady,” Rush wrote. “While 
fame was hers in abundance, she 
maintained a consistently beautiful 
spirit of humility.”

In her 1976 autobiography, Loretta 
Lynn, then 44, reflected on her beliefs.

“I’m trying to lead a good 
Christian life, especially since I got 
baptized two years ago,” she wrote.

Elsewhere in the book, she 
proclaimed, “Nobody’s perfect. The 
only one that ever was, was crucified.”

Lynn grew up in the coal-mining 
community of Butcher Holler, Ky., 
also known as Butcher Hollow. She 
attended church on Sundays and 
listened to preacher Elzie Banks “tell 
us about God and the devil.”

“I believed it all, but for some 

reason, I was never baptized,” she 
said. “After I started in music, I 
got away from going to church and 
reading the Bible.”

But then her band member John 
Thornhill, twin brother of her band 
leader Dave Thornhill, was baptized.

John Thornhill stopped drinking 
and staying out late. He began 
praying whenever he got the chance. 
He bought grape juice and crackers 
for the Lord’s Supper on Sundays. 

For about a year, Lynn studied 
the Bible with John Thornhill and 
— sometimes — argued over the 
Scriptures in the back of her bus.

Eventually, the country star 
decided to be baptized. 

“I was real nervous because the 
Bible says you have to be immersed, 
and like I’ve said so many times, I’m 
scared to death of water,” Lynn wrote.

“I’ve tried to keep up my religion 
since then,” she said in the 1976 book. 
“I can’t get to church most Sundays 
because of my traveling, but I’ll read 
the Bible whenever I can.

“I want to make another religious 
album someday, but it will have to be 
without instruments. The Church of 
Christ feels you should make music 
in your hearts, but they’re against 
instruments for religious music.”

Loretta Lynn was a believer
MINISTER MOURNS his friend the ‘Coal Miner’s Daughter.’

https://www.childrenshomes.org/employment.html
https://christianchronicle.org/loretta-lynn-was-serious-about-her-faith-and-a-devout-member-of-the-church/
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Immediate Opening for House Parents
Mount Dora Christian Academy and Children’s Home has been serving 

children and families since 1945 and is affiliated with the churches of Christ. 
Our beautiful 70-acre campus is in the heart of Central Florida. 

Benefits Include: Salary, Retirement Plan, Health Insurance, 
Life Insurance, and School Tuition

For more information
Chuck Shepherd, Director of Social Services

chuck.shepherd@mdchome.org | (352) 729-9128
301 W. 13th Ave., Mount Dora, FL 32757

Educate. Equip. Empower.

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

     On-campus Houseparents
   *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
   *Competitive pay
   *Rewarding work serving “the least of these” 
 

 Chris Hagan: 270.843.3038
Chris@potterministries.org

Associate Minister of Annual Giving
 *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
 *Requires considerable travel by van and trailer
 *Speaking appointments at different congregations
 *Physical work involves lifting boxes of 
  commodities and change cans

Contact Byron Henbest: 270.843.3038
byron@potterministries.org

COME BE A PART OF OUR FAMILY AS WE INFLUENCE 
THE NEXT GENERATION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS.

MISSION OPPORTUNITY!
*HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED

BENEFITS:
*100% HEALTH, VISION, DENTAL, AND EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL TRANSPORT FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

*RETIREMENT

THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE A MISSIONARY 
WITHOUT LEAVING THE COUNTRY!

 
1000 N Broadway | PO Box 370 | Tipton, OK 73570

(580) 667-5221 | (fax) (580) 667-5224
tiptonchildrenshome@yahoo.com

https://www.childhaven.com/employment
https://www.tiptonchildrenshome.com/
https://www.mdchome.org/about/employment
https://potterministries.org/work-opportunities-2/
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cash a church member had given 
us to use,” Caldwell said. “I gave it 
to the young mom, who was very 
moved. She said they had made 
it to one gas station only to find it 
was still taking cash only due to no 
power, and they hadn’t had enough 
cash to last that many days. 

“I had a hard time sleeping that 
night.”

FROM IRMA TO IAN
The Gulf Coast church meets 

east of the Caloosahatchee River in 
Fort Myers, a few miles inland from 
where Hurricane Ian made landfall, 
near Cape Coral, on Sept. 28.

Five years ago, Floridians took 
shelter inside the church building 
as another hurricane, Irma, swept 
through the area. Rain fell sideways 
and infiltrated every crack it could 
find. Low-lying areas were flooded, 
and church members distributed aid. 
The damage was severe in places, 
said Caldwell’s husband, Steve, the 
church’s associate minister. But it 
could have been much worse. 

This time, it was.
“It was like ocean waves on a 

usually placid river,” Delina Caldwell 
said of Hurricane Ian. For days after 
the storm, she and her husband lived 
like “nomads,” she said, searching 
for places to get a warm shower and 
charge their cell phones. 

As power (and, thankfully, air condi-
tioning) returned to more of Fort 
Myers, the church began distributing 
aid provided by Nashville, Tenn.-

based Churches of Christ Disaster 
Relief Effort. City officials estimate 
that as many as 150,000 homes are 
uninhabitable.

As the storm’s flood waters subside, 
“all the help is flooding our way,” 
Delina Caldwell said. The church has 
heard from congregations across 
the region — plus California and 
South Korea — offering assistance.

The church building is hosting 
teams sent by Florida Sen. Marco 
Rubio, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, Ohio-based 
Churches of Christ Disaster 
Response Team and what she called 
“the ‘Duck Dynasty’ church” — One 
Kingdom, a nonprofit with origins 
in the Whites Ferry Road Church of 
Christ in West Monroe, La.

Other ministries associated with 
Churches of Christ are assisting. 
Texas-based Disaster Assistance CoC 
is working with the Port Charlotte 
Church of Christ, north of Fort 
Myers. Workers with the ministry 
have brought in relief supplies and are 
distributing them to the community.

Alabama-based Project Unify 
is working with the Cape Coral 
Church of Christ and partnering with 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief. 

“We also are sending our cook 
trailer with a team to run it,” the 
ministry posted to social media. “It’s 
exciting to see so many parts of the 
body of Christ working together to 
serve others.”

FOR UPDATES and links to contribute to disaster 
relief, see christianchronicle.org/hurricaneian.

IAN: Multiple church groups respond 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TIM ARCHER

In Cuba, members of Iglesias de Cristo (Churches of Christ) clear debris after 
Hurricane Ian, which struck the western part of the island before it reached 
Florida. Meanwhile, Puerto Ricans continue to recover after Hurricane Fiona. 

FROM PAGE 1

https://occg.institute/
https://christianchronicle.org/hurricaneian/
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Immediate Opening for House Parents
Mount Dora Christian Academy and Children’s Home has been serving 

children and families since 1945 and is affiliated with the churches of Christ. 
Our beautiful 70-acre campus is in the heart of Central Florida. 

Benefits Include: Salary, Retirement Plan, Health Insurance, 
Life Insurance, and School Tuition

For more information
Chuck Shepherd, Director of Social Services

chuck.shepherd@mdchome.org | (352) 729-9128
301 W. 13th Ave., Mount Dora, FL 32757

Educate. Equip. Empower.

https://store.apologeticspress.org/
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https://www.oc.edu/academics/graduate-programs/trauma-informed-family-support


“If you read some of the history, 
you actually find out that it was 
people who were calling themselves 
Christians at times who were doing 
some of those things,” said Paul 
Huyghebaert, lead minister for the 
Grace Chapel church.

“We can’t undo that story. But 
what is the new story — the right 
story that we tell?” the White 
preacher added, as he and Teamer 
discussed the racial unity effort. 
“That is why this is so important.”

In 1987, a civil rights march drew 
thousands to Cumming and provoked 
a counterdemonstration by Ku Klux 

Klan members and 
their sympathizers. 
National Guard troops 
and law enforce-
ment officers kept 
the opposing groups 
separated, as the New 
York Times reported 
at the time.

Given Forsyth 
County’s history, Teamer said, “It’s 
mentally hard for a lot of (Black) 
folks to cross that county line.”

But, he told his fellow Christians, 
“Through a continued investment 
in each other, I believe we can build 
bridges where no bridges existed.”

’IT’S SO LONG OVERDUE’
The recent Sunday event — 

dubbed “One Voice Atlanta” — 
marked the latest in a series of 
cooperative efforts between the 
Bouldercrest church, which is 
predominantly Black, and the 
Grace Chapel church, which is 
predominantly White.

Since the summer of 2021, 
the two congregations — plus a 
Hispanic group that meets at the 
Grace Chapel building — have 
organized periodic joint assemblies 
and worked together in an urban 
ministry serving the homeless.

At the Sunday service, the diverse 
crowd sang “Blessed Assurance” in 
English and Spanish. Bouldercrest 
and Grace Chapel elders gathered 
on stage for a special prayer. 

Besides praising God together, 
members of both congregations 
enjoyed fellowship and treats. 

A long black banner, hung on a 

church hallway wall, featured the 
message “WITNESS” in tall white 
letters. Attendees used felt-tip markers 
to write favorite Scriptures and inspira-
tional messages on the banner.

“God is amazing,” said Robin 
Taylor, a 50-year Bouldercrest 
member who drove 45 minutes to 
attend the Sunday service. “It’s truly 
amazing that we can connect and be 
one family. … It’s so long overdue.”

’THIS IS NOT THE NORM’
Teamer and Huyghebaert are 

minister friends
Both in their 40s, they first 

connected not through their Atlanta-
area churches but via the Renew 
Network, a multinational, multi-
ethnic group of faith leaders.

As the COVID-19 pandemic dragged 
on — and as racial tension in America 

intensified after the high-profile 
deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna 
Taylor, George Floyd and others — 
the preachers talked about the need to 
bring their congregations together.

“I’d say the entire context nation-
ally that we were all witness to 
played a role in our desire to see a 
kingdom vision for unity take center 
stage,” Huyghebaert said. 

In his sermon, Teamer focused on 
“oneness as a witness” for the world 
to see God’s people integrated. He 
emphasized Jesus’ call for unity in 
John 17:20-23.

“God is in this,” Teamer said of 
“One Voice Atlanta.” “The unfortu-
nate thing is that this here, this is 
not the norm. … But this is very 
much the vision of King Jesus.”

Teamer pointed to the “great multi-
tude from every nation” described in 

Revelation 7.
“We’ve got to learn to work 

together, appreciate differences and 
still walk in unity one with another,” 
he said. “We’ve got Republicans in 
here. We’ve got Democrats. We’ve 
got independents. We’ve got all 
kinds of political ideologies in here. 

“But let me tell you something: That 
doesn’t really matter. What really 
matters is the kingdom of God.”

IMPORTANCE OF INTENTIONALITY
Growing up, Bouldercrest member 

Mindy Woodford said she heard 
about places where Black people 
such as herself “shouldn’t get pulled 
over — or you might 
not make it out.”

Forsyth County was 
one of them.

But Woodford has 
embraced the call to 
develop relationships 
with Grace Chapel 
members. She even 
visited the congre-
gation one Sunday on her own 
and went out to lunch with fellow 
Christians she met in Bible class.

“When you take the initiative, that’s 
when you really grow in your own 
Christianity,” she said. “That’s what 
it’s all about — developing relation-
ships, seeking to connect with others 
and connecting them with God.”

Cassie Shaver’s family moved to 
Cumming last year for her husband, 
Rob, to serve as Grace Chapel’s 
discipleship minister.

The Shavers have four children, 
including an adopted daughter who 
is biracial. They previously worked 
with a congregation in an ethnically 
diverse city in upstate New York.

“So it was a little different moving 
here,” said Cassie Shaver, who is 
White. “We kind of heard the history, 
so I think it was a little scary.

“So this is right up our alley,” she 
said of the unity effort. “It was very 
exciting to hear that there was an 
intentionality about it.”

SHOWING JESUS TO THE WORLD
Washington Johnson is a retired 

U.S. Army major who works in 
health care. He moved to Forsyth 
County in 2010.

Johnson, who is Black, said 
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GEORGIA: In county with history of racial violence, Christians unite

BOBBY ROSS JR.

A historical marker outside the Forsyth County Courthouse Annex in Cumming, 
Ga., details the 1912 lynching of a 24-year-old Black man named Rob Edwards.

WoodfordTeamer
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another Black family already was 
worshiping at Grace Chapel when 
his family arrived. Now the church 
has seven or eight Black families. 

Like the church, fast-growing 
Forsyth County has become more 
diverse. The population includes 
increasing proportions of Asian (18 
percent), Hispanic (10 percent) and 
Black (5 percent) 
residents, U.S. 
Census data shows.

“It’s still changing 
and evolving,” 
Johnson said of the 
county.

He has served 
as a Grace Chapel 
elder but is taking 
a sabbatical from 
that role. 

A vocal supporter 
of the racial unity 
effort, Johnson 
— like Teamer 
and Huyghebaert 
— cites a desire 
to build deeper rela-
tionships between 
the two congrega-
tions.

The collabora-
tion, Johnson said, 
must move beyond 
special events to 
everyday life.

“There needs to be some way that 
we continue to move this forward 
in terms of our fellowship and 
embracing each other,” he said. 

“Maybe we need to get together to 
do a bowling event or go see a Braves 
game or something like that.”

The day before the unity service, 
Johnson joined fellow Christians 
from both churches in a downtown 
Atlanta prayer walk.

The group distributed food and 
supplies to the poor.

“We prayed and 
listened to the 
stories of people 
who are going 
through some 
things right now,” 
he said. “So it’s 
been a wonderful 
blessing … hearing 
some of the things 
that they’re dealing 
with and over-
coming.”

Equally impor-
tant, Christians of 
diverse racial and 
cultural back-
grounds working 
together to serve 
God send a clear 
message, Teamer 
said in his sermon.

“Jesus offers a 
huge promise,” 
the preacher said. 
“If we’re one, the 

world will see that Jesus is real. The 
world will see that Jesus was sent 
by God. 

“Now isn’t that what we’re 
supposed to be about?”

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Christians — Black, White and Hispanic — stand to sing at the “One Voice 
Atlanta” joint assembly of the Bouldercrest and Grace Chapel congregations.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Kimberly Teamer, wife of evan-
gelist Kelvin Teamer, left, greets 
minister Paul Huyghebaert at the 
Grace Chapel Church of Christ in 
Cumming, Ga., northeast of Atlanta.

DETROIT

‘If you want to go quickly, go 
alone. If you want to go far, 
go together.” This old African 

proverb has come to life in Allen 
Park, a city inside the Detroit 
metropolitan area.

The Allen Park Church of 
Christ and Lemay Avenue Church 
of Christ in Detroit decided to 
“go together” for the cause of 
Christ when they merged in late 
September.

“I think it’s a wonderful thing 
because we’ll have enough people 
to really serve the Lord,” said 
Donnie Medley, one of Allen Park’s 
elders. “The community around us 
will know of the work of the Lord.”

The Allen Park congregation has 
been in its current location since 
1962. The church is long past its 
heyday, when it had more than 400 
members. With the general decline 
seen by many churches across the 
U.S., exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, attendance had dwin-
dled to about 60.

The Lemay Avenue congrega-
tion was also past its golden years 
but had begun new growth under 
the direction of Robert Clark, the 
church’s minister of eight years. 
The church had about 40 members 
before the merger.

“I feel the merger has been 
blessed by God and creates oppor-
tunity for us to serve our communi-
ties with Godly love,” Clark said.

Allen Park had two elders, 
Medley and Clyde Mayberry, who 
was also the minister. He and Clark 
are now co-ministers.

“I am delighted we have made 
this decision,” Mayberry said. “No 
one cared about White or Black — 
we’re just Christians who are saved 
by grace and headed to the same 
place.”

Members of the two congrega-
tions also expressed excitement in 
anticipation of the merger.

“I personally feel very positive 
about the merger,” said Guyler 
Turner, a member of Lemay 
Avenue. “Lord’s will, we will be a 
model for other congregations who 
may be considering a similar move 
in that direction.”

Another Lemay Avenue member, 
Cutise Boswell, said he looks 
forward to growing closer to his 
fellow Christians and growing 
closer to God alongside them. 

“It is something beautiful about 
followers of Christ being able to 
come together for the cause of 
Christ,” Boswell said.

Read the full story at christian 
chronicle.org/detroitmerger.

‘Working together for the Lord’
DETROIT-AREA CHURCHES merge into a unified congregation.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CLYDE MAYBERRY

From the left, Clyde Mayberry, Donnie Medley and Robert Clark.

https://christianchronicle.org/in-georgia-county-with-history-of-racial-violence-christians-seek-unity/
https://christianchronicle.org/one-larger-and-stronger-congregation-working-together-for-the-lord/
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The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the lost 
to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future not 
bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and a desire 
to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership and instruction and be a role model for 
a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of integrity in all aspects of his life. 
He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being open to 
sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.

For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon
The Yorba Linda Church of Christ is actively seeking a full-time minister who will partner 
with our congregation to show Jesus Christ to our community. We are a diverse, friendly, 
mission-minded, Bible-focused congregation of about 75 members looking to grow spiritually 
and numerically. Applicants should have formal Bible training, solid preaching experience, 
and preferably some experience in church growth and/or youth ministry. Our congregation 
is led by both Elders and Deacons. We have a number of well-qualified men who serve in 
all aspects of worship and teaching Bible classes. We also have qualified and dedicated 
women who teach classes and participate in outreach. The compensation package includes a 
4-bedroom/2-bath, 1700 square-foot, unfurnished home. Salary is negotiable based on experience 
and qualifications. See www.yorbalindachurch.com, Yorba Linda Church of Christ on 
Facebook, or contact yorbalindachurchofchrist@gmail.com for more information. 
Please submit your resume, references, and video of sermons to:

yorbalindachurchofchrist@gmail.com or to 
22707 La Palma Ave, Yorba Linda, CA 92887

Full-time Minister - Yorba Linda, Calif.

The Dublin St. Church of Christ is 
seeking a pulpit minister who is capable 
of preaching, teaching and defending 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. We are a 
small congregation of about 20 members 
and are willing and ready to go to work 
spreading the Word of God. All interested 
candidates must send a cover page, 
resume, references (including current 
congregation), and video or electronic 
copy of one sermon. Please send all 
responses to: 

dublinsearch23@gmail.com

Pulpit Minister - Urbana, Ill.

The Millington Church of Christ 
has an opening for a full-time Youth 
Minister. The Millington Church of 
Christ is located 10 miles north of 
Memphis at 7320 Raleigh Millington 
Rd, Millington, TN 38053. All interest-
ed candidates are asked to submit a 
resume to the elders at: 

millingtoncoc@gmail.com
www.millingtonchurchofchrist.com

Youth Minister - Millington, Tenn. 

Clarendon Church of Christ is accepting applications for a vacant full-time ministry position. 
We are a congregation of approximately 90 members in need of a minister to feed the 
flock with solid Bible-based teaching. Preferred candidates will be willing to share the 
Word with all ages in a community of 2600 as well as with the students in a small local 
community college. We also seek a family man with a stable marriage whose wife is a 
strong supporter of his ministry, who has a strong understanding of God’s Word, and who 
is highly motivated to share with all ages. Preferred candidate will have a Biblical Studies 
or Preacher’s Training degree. Strong communication and personal skills are necessary. 
Interested, qualified individuals may submit resume, recent videos of sermons, and references 
via email or mail.

Clarendon Church of Christ, Attn: Elders 
PO Box 861

Clarendon, Texas 79226
ccofchrist@amaonline.com

Full-time Minister - Clarendon, Texas

Evangelist/Minister:

Beatrice Church of Christ, PO Box 486, 
Beatrice, NE 68310, (402) 239-1437, 
beatricenecofc@gmail.com. 

See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your 
brief mention classified ad, or email advertising@

christianchronicle.org for more information. 

JOB OPENINGS
 

The Ovilla Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Youth Minister with a passion for discipling 
young people with the gospel. The young adult male candidate needs to have a heart for 
working and relating well with youth between the ages of 12 to 18, their parents, and other 
adult volunteers in the church. We are seeking someone who has an excellent knowledge 
of the scriptures and is able to teach the young people God’s Word and how it relates to them 
in their lives. A degree from a Christian university is preferred but not required. Ability to lead 
singing is a plus. We are a congregation of about 125 families with an active youth group of 
about 25 teens. We are a “bedroom” community in the DFW area, about 25 miles south of 
Dallas, Texas. Interested applicants should contact:

Michael Elrod, Minister • Cell: 972-515-9689 • Email: melrod55@gmail.com 
or contact one of the elders: Steven Grosshuesch, Huey Hamilton, 

or Johnny Knight at the church: 972-617-7447

Full-time Youth Minister - Ovilla, Texas
The Redondo Beach Church of Christ is 
looking for a full-time minister to preach, teach 
and make disciples for Christ. We are a loving 
congregation located in the beautiful South
Bay Area of Los Angeles with three elders 
and an average Sunday attendance of 75 
members. Our building has pews, a pulpit, a 
projector and hymn books. We are involved 
in community service and mission work. If 
interested, send a current resume along with 
references, information about yourself and
your family, and links to two sermons to: 

elders@redondochurchofchrist.com

Full-time Minister - Los Angeles

 

George Street Church of Christ is a small congregation of 50 to 
60 people. We are seeking a full-time pulpit minister/evangelist. 
Candidate must be knowledgeable of the scriptures, sound in his 
sermons and Bible classes, and willing to help grow our congregation. 
We are looking for a minister with a passion to serve and a desire 
to promote growth in relationships with the Lord and with one another 
and to provide outreach to the lost. We seek someone whose 
purpose is to glorify God in word, worship, and our daily lives. If 
interested, please contact:
Paul Miller • millerj@marietta.edu • (740) 525-6253 or 
Eric Little • Eric.R.Little@gmail.com • (304) 299-4127

Full-time Preacher/Minister - St Marys, W. Va.
West Valley Church of Christ is accepting applications for a vacant full-time ministry 
position. We are a congregation of approximately 50 post pandemic in need of a 
minister to feed the flock with solid Bible-based teaching and leadership. Preferred 
candidates will: be willing to share The Word with all ages in one of the fastest growing 
population centers in N. America; be a family man with a stable marriage whose wife 
is a strong supporter of his ministry; have a solid understanding of God’s Word; and be 
highly motivated to share with all ages. Preferred candidates will have a Biblical Studies 
or Preacher’s Training degree. Strong communication skills are a must. Presentations 
utilizing PowerPoint are needed. Our children are our future. We want to reach 
younger families where possible. Interested, qualified individuals may submit resume, 
recent videos of sermons, and references via email or mail.

West Valley Church of Christ • PO Box 67, Buckeye, AZ 85326
wvchurchofchrist@gmail.com • (623) 695-5623  
J. Seal (623) 932-2494 • G. Cope (623) 277-0776

Preacher/Minister - Buckeye/Goodyear, Ariz.

https://www.churchofchristmedford.org/
https://www.yorbalindachurch.com/
https://www.dublinstreetcoc.com/
https://www.clarendoncofc.org/
http://millingtonchurchofchrist.com/
https://ovillachurch.org/
https://redondochurchofchrist.com/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/full-time-preacher-minister-george-street-church-of-christ/
https://christianchronicle.org/classified/evangelist-preacher-beatrice-church-of-christ-10th-grant-st/
https://wvcochrist.com/


OLOMOUC, Czech Republic — After 16 
years of mission work, “we know 
the struggles and joys mission-
aries face,” Mitch Anderson said. 
“We know how tough — yet 
rewarding — it can be to start 
and grow churches.” 

Anderson, a 
native of Arkansas, 
and his wife, 
Monika, a native 
of Slovakia, served 
on a mission team 
in this Central 
European city. 
Their teammates 
have returned 
home, and the 
Andersons 
have launched 
Caretakers, a 
ministry focused 
on serving 
missionaries, 
church leaders 
and workers. 

Cross-cultural 
stress is on the rise 
in Europe as churches struggle to 
serve refugees from the Middle 
East and Ukraine. The Andersons 
have housed Ukrainians fleeing 
the conflict with Russia. Across 
the continent, Europeans struggle 
with inflation and an impending 
energy crisis.

In addition to offering online 
services and spiritual formation 
retreats, the couple has set up 
an apartment in their home “to 
host missionaries for times of 
rest, renewal, debriefing, spiri-
tual formation, fitness training 
and more,” Mitch Anderson 
said. “The goal is to keep church 
workers fresh and connected 
to God so they can be healthy, 
happy, resilient and effective.”

WEBSITE: caretakers.cz

AUSTRIA
SALZBURG — In recent months this 
small congregation near the German 
border has experienced five baptisms, 
including two young men from Iran. 
The church, like many of its sister 
congregations across Europe, serves 
refugees from the Middle East.

“Many in our congregation are 
sending the Gospel back home 
to Iran and Afghanistan via the 
internet,” said Bill McDonough, 

who works with the church and 
serves as director of Arkansas-based 
Partners in Progress. The ministry’s 
website is partnersinprogress.org.

MEXICO
SAN CRISTÓBAL DE LAS CASAS — About 200 
kids in Mexico’s southern Chiapas 
state participated in a recent National 
Children’s Gathering. Hosting the 
event was Peke-Cánticos, a ministry 
comprised of members of Churches 
of Christ from across Mexico and the 
nations of Latin America. 

Christian doctors, nurses, physical 
therapists, dentists and hair stylists 
provided services for the children. 
Church members led songs, Bible 
studies and games for the kids.

The event was “a very beautiful 
experience” after a year of planning, 
organizer Samuel Medina said. 

UNITED KINGDOM
LONDON — “The Queen is dead. Long 
live the King.”

That’s how Patrick 
Boyns began his 
weekly video address 
after the death of his 
country’s longest-
serving monarch, 
Queen Elizabeth II.

For Boyns, prin-
cipal of the British 
Bible School in Peterborough, 
England, and for fellow members 
of Churches of Christ across the 
British Isles, those words have 
multiple shades of meaning. While 
they claim fealty to the newly named 
King Charles III, their true alle-
giance belongs to the King of Kings. 

FULL STORY: christianchronicle.org/queenelizabeth
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PARTNERS IN PROGRESS

Sunday Bible study in Salzburg.

“The church is the only institution that does not exist for her members only,” Mojima Etokudo says. “She exists for those 
who are yet members, and she also exists for those who are out there.” Etokudo, an evangelist from the southeastern 
Nigerian city of Uyo, spoke on “Effective follow-up that grows the church” during the World Bible School Great Workshop  
at the Orodu Street Church of Christ in Lagos, the largest city in this West African nation of 206 million souls. The annual 
workshop drew 386 participants from Nigeria, two from Tanzania and two from the U.S. Six participants were baptized.  

FACEBOOK.COM/MOJIMA.ETOKUDO

Reaching out and following up: African workshop stresses both 

S P O T L I G H T

In a turbulent 
Europe, a caring 
place of refuge

Boyns

Mitch and 
Monika 
Anderson 

christianchronicle.org/around-the-world-november-print-2022


with a ministry called Volunteer 
Brothers that transports food and 
medical supplies east, near the front 
lines, and ferries women and chil-
dren west.

In addition to remnants of 
Russian tank treads, discarded land 
mines and burned-out buildings, 
Chernichkin and his cohorts saw 
insatiable need among those living 
in Izium. The 1,800 loaves of bread 
they brought went quickly. Power is 
out, and winter is coming. 

“God loves everyone, but not 
everyone loves God,” Chernichkin 
told an adult who asked a question 
similar to Zahar’s. “The first com-
mandment (‘love the Lord your God 
with all your heart’) can be fulfilled 
only when you fulfill the second — 
love your neighbor.”

THE VIEW FROM RUSSIA
“The question hurts,” said a 

missionary who has worked with 
Churches of Christ in western Siberia.

But for a child such as Zahar, who 
sees Russians only as the people 
who drove him from his home, the 
question also is understandable, the 
church member said.

The Christian Chronicle reached 
out to missionaries and former mis-
sionaries to Russia and to Russians 
who worship among the 40 to 50 
Churches of Christ spread across 
the vast nation of 144 million souls. 

Russian Christians shared their 

views through text and voice mes-
sages sent across encrypted mobile 
phone apps. Russia’s government 
inflicts severe penalties on those 
who spread what it deems as false 
news, so the Chronicle is withhold-
ing their names.

“The attitude toward the conflict 
among church members here var-
ies. I wish I could say something 
different,” said a church leader in 
St. Petersburg.

 Some see Russia’s actions as 
defensive — an effort to stop 
Ukrainian forces from killing people 
in Donbas, a region in eastern 
Ukraine where groups of pro-
Russian separatists seized power in 
2014. They also express concerns 
about NATO’s expansion eastward.

“This is all politics — political 
games,” said a church member in 
Russia’s capital, Moscow. “We are 
one nation, and we should not fight 
each other.”

Others see the Donbas situation as 
“just an excuse for aggression,” the 
church leader in St. Petersburg said. 
They believe “there is no justification 
for Russian troops being in Ukraine.”

Discussions about the conflict 
became heated and “destructive,” 
the church leader said. The same 
happened in churches across Russia. 
When Christians from multiple 
congregations gathered for a recent 
summer camp in Russia, organizers 
decided that the topic was off limits, 
said the missionary to Siberia.

“Generally, and this is not just 
my opinion, we think that we need 
to focus our eyes on eternal things 
that unite us,” the leader in St. 
Petersburg said. Christians should 
“abstain from cursing each other, so 
that after (the conflict) is over we 
can still restore what was damaged.”

Another church member in St. 
Petersburg disagrees with the 
notion that “this is all politics, and 
the church is outside politics.

“This is a very convenient position 
for compromise and uncertainty,” 
he said.

The church member, who opposes 
the war, laments the support for 
Russian aggression that he hears 
from leaders in the Russian Orthodox 
church — and the relative silence of 
his country’s evangelical churches.

His views have alienated him from 
other Russian Christians, he said. 
Now, “I receive very great support 
from my Ukrainian brothers and sis-
ters. They continue to love us, despite 
everything that Russia has done and 
what we Christians have not done.”

A PAINFUL DECISION
As the Chronicle began contact-

ing Christians in Russia, President 
Vladimir Putin announced a call-up 
of Russian men with military service 
records to serve in the escalating 
Ukraine conflict.

 That could include the St. 
Petersburg church member. He 
served in the Soviet army and has 

the rank of officer.
“I think sooner or later I will 

also receive an order to report to 
the assembly point,” he told the 
Chronicle. Without giving specifics, 
he added, “I know what I will do in 
this situation.”

More than 194,000 Russians 
have fled to neighboring countries, 
including a few leaders among 
Churches of Christ. One minister 
contacted the Chronicle after he and 
one of his relatives safely crossed 
the border into Kazakhstan, a for-
mer Soviet republic in Central Asia. 
Traveling by bus, he passed a miles-
long line of cars waiting at the bor-
der. Some had been there for days.

“We are against any support of 
this war in Ukraine,” he said. The 
decision was painful, but he and his 
family decided that “the most effec-
tive way to avoid support of the war 
is by going away from the country.”

IS PUTIN RIGHT?
Recently, as Putin announced 

the annexation of four territories 
in Ukraine, including parts of the 
Donbas, he decried the actions of 
“Western elites” whom he accused 
of supporting a “complete renuncia-
tion of what it means to be human.”   

“The overthrow of faith and tra-
ditional values and the suppression 
of freedom are coming to resemble 
a ‘religion in reverse’ — pure 
Satanism,” Putin said.

Russia recently amended its 
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In Samara, Russia, nearly 200 people — many of them non-Christians — attend a summer children’s camp hosted by Churches of Christ. Church members 
from 12 cities assisted in the camp. “This is a huge field for work,” one coordinator said, citing Matthew 9:37, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.”

FROM PAGE 1

RUSSIANS: ‘We are one nation ... we should not fight’

https://christianchronicle.org/does-god-love-russians/


constitution to define marriage as 
exclusively between a man and a 
woman, and in December Putin 
voiced support for “the traditional 
approach that a woman is a woman, 
a man is a man, a mother is a 
mother and a father is a father.”

Many Russian Christians agree 
with these sentiments, but “this 
cannot justify any of the things he is 
doing in Ukraine!” a church member 
in southern Russia told the Chronicle.  

Putin’s statement on the annexation 
is “just another reason why it’s impor-
tant to study your Bible, to learn 
and live out good theology,” said a 
missionary to western Russia. “It is 
easier to recognize lies when you 
know the truth. Dictators come and 
go. The true faith stands forever.”

In Moscow the conflict has raised 
questions among church members 
about why God allows evil in the 
world, the church member there said. 

Despite differing views on the con-
flict, “we all agreed that Scripture says 
that we must bring the light and do 
good in this world,” he said. “That’s the 
most important thing we can do and 
the real way we can help. This world, 
especially now, needs God’s light.”

Several Russian Christians, 
including the Moscow member, 
said that they participate in virtual 
Bible classes and worship services 
via Zoom with fellow Christians in 
Ukraine and the U.S.

That kind of interaction happens 
in person in Tuscumbia, Ala., where 
a Church of Christ has taken in 
nearly 20 Ukrainian refugees since 
the war began. Minister Jeff Abrams 
has made dozens of mission trips to 

Ukraine and coordinates an annual 
“Camp Amerikrane” there. When 
the conflicts began in 2014, he 
hosted unity meetings with Russian 
and Ukrainian Christians.

“Here in our community they 
coexist,” he told the Chronicle by 
cell phone as he shuttled a group 
of his church’s Ukrainian guests 
to Walmart. On Friday nights the 
Ukrainians and a few Americans 
gather for a devotional and fellow-
ship. A Russian Christian couple 
joins them from nearby Florence.

“They have a lot of simple ques-
tions: how to get stuff done, how to 
buy things. Recently they asked me 
about bandages for wounds — where 
do you get them here?” said one of 
the Russians, Eugene, who came to 
Alabama about four years ago on a 
student visa. Now he’s helping the 
Ukrainians get their driver’s licenses. 
His wife teaches them English.

In one sense, Putin is right, 
Eugene said. The Russian president 
insists that Russians and Ukrainians 
are one nation.

 In Christ, they are.
 “I feel like I’m back home in Russia,” 

Eugene said of the Friday night 
meetings. “Maybe it’s the language. 
Maybe it’s the jokes. It’s hard for me to 

understand some American jokes; it’s 
still foreign for me. With the Ukrainian 
people. I don’t feel any barriers.”

A CHILD’S RESPONSE
“Does God love Russians?”
Back in Romania, Sorina Vintila 

worried about her answer to Zohar’s 
question. Did he understand?

Two days later, Zohar handed her 
a drawing that said “I love you.” He 
had another one for her translator.

“My heart was full of joy,” she 
said. “Although he might have not 
fully understood my explanation, he 
did understand I am on their side, 

and he is safe with us.”
Workers with Healing Hands 

International, a Tennessee-based 
relief and development ministry sup-
ported by Churches of Christ, were 
visiting the church’s relief center in 
Cluj-Napoca and heard Zohar ask 
the question.

“It just really hit me how much 
trauma these children are under,” 
said one of the workers, Cindy 
Herring. “We can’t forget them. This 
is long from over.”

Reflecting on Sorina Vintila’s 
response, Herring said, “God gave 
her just the right words to say.”
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In Romania, a Ukrainian child plays in 
the Cluj-Napoca church’s courtyard.

ALEXANDER RODICHEV

Ukrainian evangelist Alexander Rodichev snaps a group photo at Camp Amerikrane, an annual gathering hosted by 
Churches of Christ. This year the camp took place at two sites — near Warsaw, Poland, where many Ukrainians have 
relocated since the war started and in Lviv, a city in western Ukraine where internally displaced Ukrainians live.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BOHDAN YASINSKYI

In Tuscumbia, Ala., Ukrainians and Russians participate in weekly devotionals.

https://christianchronicle.org/does-god-love-russians/
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BENONI,  South Africa

N early 700 girls, ranging 
in age from 13 to 18, 
waited outside the Chief 
Albert Luthuli Secondary 
School in anticipation of an 

unconventional gift:
A pack of sanitary pads. 
Volunteers with Agape Flows — 

all students of Southern Africa Bible 
College, which is associated with 
Churches of Christ — stood on 
chairs to get the girls’ attention for a 
brief lesson on women’s health. 

Lebohang Sithole, coordinator for 
the women-led nonprofit, expressed 

wonder at the size of the gathering.
Sithole, 20, never imagined an 

idea in June would lead to handing 
out hundreds of packets of feminine 
hygiene products to such a large 
student body by mid-September. 

Neither did Pinkie Makua, 
founder of Agape Flows.

Makua’s first career choice didn’t 
involve attending Southern Africa 
Bible College, about 25 miles east 
of Johannesburg, or working in 
ministry. Neither did the second or 
third, for that matter. Most jobs she 
was interested in focused on social 
issues in her country. 

All of her choices foreshadowed 
the faith-based nonprofit she’d 

start out of her dorm room to help 
impoverished girls.

PURE RELIGION
Despite juggling a full class 

schedule and working toward her 
Bible degree, Makua, 30, filed 
paperwork for nongovernmental 
organization status and trans-
formed an empty dorm room into a 
product storage site.

Her nonprofit provides impover-
ished girls with menstrual prod-
ucts so they won’t miss school 
due to limited access to necessary 
hygienic items — an unconven-
tional ministry, but a “fulfillment 
of pure religion,” according to the 

Tafelkop Church of Christ member, 
who referenced James 1:27:

“Religion that God our Father 
accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows 
in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.”

Basetsana Mbungela, a second-
year student and deputy chair-
woman of Agape Flows, intimately 
understands the education strug-
gles faced by impoverished girls in 
South Africa. 

While she never skipped 
school because of her menstrual 
cycle, the Meadowlands Church 
of Christ member recalled the 

CONTINUED

BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENT advocates for impoverished girls’ education by providing free menstrual products.

AUDREY JACKSON 

Board members of Agape Flows, a nonprofit that supplies impoverished girls with feminine hygiene products, buy packs of Kotex pads in a South African supermarket.

Shame stops as 
Agape Flows

https://christianchronicle.org/shame-stops-as-agape-flows/
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embarrassment she faced due to a lack 
of products.

“I went to school, and I would smell 
because sometimes I would go without 
even putting anything on,” said Mbungela, 
23. “Luckily, we used to wear black tunics, 
but when I stood up sometimes the chair 
would be red, and I would have to wipe 
the seat clean with my tunic.”

It’s this shame Agape Flows seeks to 
eradicate, with the nonprofit proclaiming 
the slogan, “Their dignity is our concern.” 
As the vision for the ministry formed, 
other students at the college volunteered. 

Even the men at Southern Africa Bible 
College wanted to be involved.

“It was interesting when we started 
because the guys were rallying behind 
us,” Makua said. “They were buying 
pads. They even wanted to know where 
we are going and when we are going. 
They are a part of us, not just supporting 
but wanting to do everything.”

 
PERIOD POVERTY

The girls used newspapers for tampons 
and pads at school before discarding 
them in the trash — that memory stays 
with Mervin Thato. 

Thato, who previously worked with 
a similar nonprofit in Pretoria, South 
Africa, volunteers with Agape Flows when 
he’s not attending classes or working as a 
recruiter for the Bible college. 

“It hit me then, ‘Why are these things 
being so expensive for these chil-
dren?’” Thato said. “It’s programs like 

the Dignity Hamper Project or Agape 
Flows and many others out there that are 
making a difference.”

“Period poverty” — a term used to 
describe how low-income women and 
girls struggle to afford menstrual prod-
ucts — can affect consistent education as 
girls skipping school due to menstruation 
fall behind. 

A UNESCO study found that in sub-
Saharan Africa, 1 in 10 girls have missed 
school while menstruating, which can 
range from two to seven days per month 
and result in missing up to 20 percent of 
the academic year. 

Girls who are unable 
to afford feminine 
hygiene products may 
turn to alternative 
means of access by 
dating older men who 
can pay for the products 
they need, leaving them 
susceptible to gender-
based violence.

“We find most of the 
kids, especially here at 
my school, are involved 
with older men,” said Khensani Phillip 
Nyoka, the acting department head of 
life orientation at Chief Albert Luthuli 
Secondary School. “Why? It’s because 
older men can provide. Whereas at home, 
they can find nothing.

“Oftentimes when a child doesn’t come 
to school for seven days,” she added, “and 
you go find out what went wrong, it’s 
because they can’t afford to buy pads.”

STIGMA AND SUPPORT
Access to products isn’t the only 

challenge. 
Sexual and reproductive health carries 

heavy stigmas in South Africa, making 
it challenging to educate both older and 
younger generations. 

In popular supermarkets, pads line the 
shelves in abundance, while tampons — 
an insertable product that is taboo in more 
conservative communities — are offered 
in small supply. Knowledge of reusable 
menstrual cups is nearly nonexistent.

Makua dealt with similar education chal-
lenges in 2012 while 
working in pre- and 
post-counseling for 
HIV-positive patients.

“We would go to 
clinics, schools, and 
teach people how to use 
condoms, how to store 
them, how to dispose of 
them properly,” Makua 
recalled. “I think you 
have to be open to 
discuss anything with 
everyone. Especially 

teenagers.”
Board members of Agape Flows hope to 

provide comprehensive sex education in 
the future so girls are also informed about 
pregnancy prevention, sexually transmitted 
diseases and sexual assault protocols.  

But while society imposes stigmas, 
the ministry has found support among 
Churches of Christ. 

Many South African congregations and 

individuals donated menstrual products, 
while others donated money. Members of 
the Memorial Church of Christ in Houston 
donated $1,500.

“It was the women of Memorial who 
really stepped up to support Agape 
Flows,” said Kirk Eason, a member of 
the Texas church and director of U.S. 
development for Southern Africa Bible 
College. “Every donation I received was 
from a woman.”

 
‘THEY … CAN SEE CHRIST’

Agape Flows partially used that money 
to buy a commercial pallet of feminine 
hygiene products to distribute among the 
girls at Chief Albert Luthuli Secondary 
School. 

The girls crowded around volunteers 
with Agape Flows in no particular order, 
hands outstretched for a precious pack of 
the sanitary pads. A few sneaked up to the 
boxes of product and tucked extra packets 
in their school uniform jackets. 

Makua, Mbungela, Sithole and Thato 
pressed the products into the impatient 
hands until every girl in the crowd had 
received a set of pads. 

A few students exchanged their gratitude 
and asked for photos with the volunteers. 

The donation of sanitary pads wasn’t just 
benevolence. Makua said she believes it’s 
a form of evangelism. 

“It doesn’t matter if you tell them about 
salvation each and every day, quote 
Scriptures,” Makua said. “You need to 
show them that you care so that they also 
can see Christ in you by your actions.”

CONTINUED

Pinkie Makua highlights notes during a class at Southern Africa Bible College. Girls at Chief Albert Luthuli Secondary School reach for free packs of pads offered by volunteers.A forklift operator lowers a pallet of sanitary pads in a supermarket for members of Agape Flows. A girl listens to a devotional after school at the Zenzele Church of Christ. 

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON

Nonhlanhla Nkabinde scans packs of sanitary pads being bought by Agape Flows. Lebohang Sithole and members of Agape Flows lean on a reflective counter. 

‘Oftentimes when a child 
doesn’t come to school for 

seven days and you go find out 
what went wrong, it’s because 
they can’t afford to buy pads.’
Khensani Phillip Nyoka, acting department 
head of life orientation at Chief Albert Luthuli 

Secondary School 

https://christianchronicle.org/shame-stops-as-agape-flows/
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NASHVILLE, Tenn.

Harold H. Hazelip devoted his 
life to preaching and Christian 
education.

From the earliest days of his 
dual careers in ministry and education, 
Hazelip had a profound impact on the 
lives of thousands.

Hazelip, who served as president of 
Lipscomb University, which is associ-
ated with Churches of Christ, from 
September 1986 to May 1997, died 

Sept. 21. He was 92.
The university’s 

leaders remember 
Hazelip for his gentle 
spirit, deep faith and 
huge influence.

“We mourn the 
loss of someone who 
has had a tremen-
dous impact on the 

Lipscomb community — from starting 
our study abroad program to adding 
academic accreditations to leading our 
first master’s degrees at Lipscomb,” 
Lipscomb President Candice McQueen 
said. “And, personally, Dr. Hazelip 
will always be ‘my president’ as I was 
blessed to be a Lipscomb student under 
his outstanding leadership.

“He led with quiet confidence and 
a strong vision for an academically 
advancing university,” McQueen 
added. “In my first year serving as 
Lipscomb president, he has been a 
friend, a supporter and encourager. His 
wise words — whether speaking as a 
leader, a Bible teacher, a minister or a 
mentor — will forever be with me.”

Hazelip became president of 
Lipscomb in 1986 after serving 14 
years as dean of Harding School of 
Theology in Memphis. He retired 
from the presidency in 1997 and 
assumed the role of chancellor. He 
also served a three-month stint as 
interim president in summer 2005 and 
most recently served as president 
emeritus.

Read the full obituary at
christianchronicle.org/hazelip. 

AMAZON CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
FILABUSI, Zimbabwe — No, Amazon 
Christian Academy has nothing 
to do with the online retail giant. 
But the Christian school has 
delivered sadza (a thick, corn-
meal porridge that’s a dietary 
staple in Zimbabwe) and faith-
based education to more than 
200 students since it opened in 
February. 

More than 40 members of 
Churches of Christ in Alabama, 
Tennessee, Texas and Kentucky 

have traveled to the school in this 
southern African country to work 
with the new school, directed by 

principal Progress Ncube and 
vice principal Vusa Ncube. Mars 
Hill Bible School in Florence, 
Ala., donated supplies to the 
school, including desks, chairs 
and basketball uniforms.

The school is supported by 
Partners4Africa, a ministry 
launched by Dorian Flynn, a 
native of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
and his wife, Cheri, 13 years ago. 
The ministry digs water wells, 
feeds children, ships medical 
supplies and supports church-
planting efforts across southern 
Africa. The nonprofit’s website is 
partners4africa.com.
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Boxes of supplies line the Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort warehouse in Nashville, Tenn., where 
volunteers help sort and ship items to natural disaster sites. The ministry recently responded with aid following 
Hurricane Ian, which flooded parts of Florida and the Carolinas. Founded in 1990, the faith-based organization 
has responded to over 535 natural disasters according to its website.  

Churches of Christ Disaster Relief Effort helps with Ian

K-12 CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS

Hazelip

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/PARTNERS4AFRICA

Amazon Christian Academy students 
hold up new Bibles for a photo.

Lipscomb mourns 
former president

https://christianchronicle.org/lipscomb-university-mourns-the-loss-of-former-president-harold-hazelip/
https://christianchronicle.org/partners-disaster-relief-and-a-southern-african-christian-school/
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ABILENE, Texas

Off an interstate in suburban 
Memphis, Tenn., Mac Ice 
stepped into a downpour in 
a shopping center parking 

lot. There he received a document 
with great historical significance to 
Churches of Christ. 

Ice, director of special collections 
at Abilene Christian University, 
drove the box containing the 
document 642 miles to West Texas. 
Only then did he behold the arti-

fact inside — an 
extremely rare, 
original Declaration 
and Address of the 
Christian Association 
of Washington. 

Minister Thomas 
Campbell wrote the 
Address in 1809, 
expressing his belief 

that “as the divine word is equally 
binding upon all, so all lie under an 
equal obligation to be bound by it, 
and it alone; and not by any human 
interpretation of it.”

Campbell and his son, Alexander, 
joined with followers of Barton W. 
Stone in 1832 in an effort to restore 
the New Testament church. The 
Declaration and Address is consid-
ered to be a “charter document” of 
their movement, which laid the foun-
dation for today’s Churches of Christ, 
according to “The Encyclopedia of 
the Stone-Campbell Movement.” 

The document — one of only a 
few still in existence — was the 
star attraction at a recent annual 
event hosted by ACU’s Center for 
Restoration Studies. 

The center has organized 
Restoration Day annually since 2019 
to commemorate and highlight the 
importance of the Stone-Campbell 
Movement within modern-day 
Churches of Christ. 

Each year, ACU’s event has 
focused on different themes that 
specifically highlight the historical 

heritage of the movement, said Wes 
Crawford, director of the Center for 
Restoration Studies.

“We’ve done other things. We’ve 
done worship. We’ve done just a 
general Stone-Campbell history. We 
did a year on Alexander Campbell,” 
said Crawford, assistant professor 
of church history. “We’re excited 
about this one, particularly because 
the theme is centered on the 
Declaration and Address.”

Edward Robinson, associate 
professor of religion and history 
at Texas College, served as the 
keynote speaker for this year’s 
event, tying in the exhibition of 
the Declaration and Address and 
emphasizing how African American 
leaders in the early fellowship were 
greatly indebted to the movement.

“It’s something we should be 
very proud of,” said Robinson, who 
is also a minister for the North 
Tenneha Church of Christ in Tyler, 
Texas. Thomas Campbell “actually 
said that he was ‘tired and sick’ — 
today we would say ‘sick and tired’ 
— of all of the religious bickering 
that was going on. He just believed 
that believers in Christ should unite 
on the Bible alone, and that was his 
emphasis. Today we are heirs of the 
Campbells.”

Robinson, former faculty member 
at ACU, said it was fitting for the 

rare print of the Declaration to find 
its way to Abilene.

“That is very significant and so 
rare to have one of the original cop-
ies,” Robinson said. “ACU is actu-
ally one of the best places, not the 
only place but one the best places, 
if you’re going to do research on 
the history of the Stone-Campbell 
Movement. ACU has just a plethora 
of sources and resources.”

James Wiser, ACU’s dean of 
library sciences, honored two 
Tennesseans — Wesley Williams 
of Memphis and Bradley Williams 
of Nashville — for providing the 
document to the university. The 
Williamses’ copy of the Declaration 
and Address was passed down 
through their family.

Wesley Williams reached out to 
Carisse Berryhill, associate dean 
of the library, in summer 2021. 
Wesley then put the library in 
contact with a Lipscomb University 
professor who suggested the 
appropriate place for the document 
would be the ACU library.

“We’re kind of known for being 
the largest and most profession-
ally sophisticated repository for 
Church of Christ-related materials,” 
Wiser said. So he and Ice contacted 
Wesley Williams.

“When he said, ‘This has the date 
on this as 1809,’ we kind of all sort 

of woke up and sat up in our chair 
and said, ‘Wait, this is a Declaration 
and Address of Thomas Campbell,’” 
Wiser said.

From there, the university began 
the process of purchasing the piece 
from the family and bringing it to 
Abilene. This included the transfer of 
endowment funds, tax considerations 
and finally, the not-so-auspicious 
handoff of the document to Ice in the 
shopping center parking lot.

“Before we could put it in its 
museum-grade display case, we 
wanted to be exceptionally careful 
with it,” Wiser said. “So we did it up 
in bubble wrap, and it stayed in a 
Tupperware container on the top of 
a dark closet in special collections 
for a year. Periodically, I would go 
down there and open the closet and 
look at the Tupperware container 
just to make sure it was still there.”

The exhibition of the piece was 
unveiled during the Restoration 
Day event, making the copy of the 
declaration the only one publicly 
displayed in the United States. 
The exhibition is museum quality, 
according to Wiser and Ice, with a 
display case meant to maintain cli-
mate control for up to 500 years.

“Will there ever be another thing 
comparable?” Ice asked. “The more 
time passes, you never know. A 
Declaration of Independence, found 
in a picture frame at Goodwill? You 
never know what shows up. For all 
we know, it’s been generations since 
the last (Declaration and Address) 
came available. So that’s also pretty 
neat when you think this is a once-
in-a-lifetime thing.”

The Declaration and Address is 
on display in the Brown Library 
on ACU’s campus. To view more 
information on the ACU Special 
Collections and to view a digital 
version of the exhibition visit blogs.
acu.edu/specialcollections.

 
SYDNEY VARNER is editor-in-chief of The Optimist, 
the student news outlet at Abilene Christian University. 
She is a senior majoring in journalism.
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Restoration Day, hosted by ACU’s Center for Restoration Studies, includes worship time.

‘Once-in-a-lifetime’ acquisition
ACU UNVEILS ORIGINAL  Declaration and Address at Restoration Day event. For Churches of 
Christ, it’s a bit like a ‘Declaration of Independence, found in a picture frame at Goodwill.’ 

Ice

https://christianchronicle.org/once-in-a-lifetime-acquisition/
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Submit application materials to Amy Cox, Chair of the Department  
of Art and Design, College of Arts and Humanities

Harding, PO Box 12253, Searcy, AR 72149 or 
acox@harding.edu  (501) 279-4713

     

     Harding University is seeking candidates for an architecture faculty position. 
Review of applications will begin immediately. Faculty must be available on or before 
July 1, 2023, to begin teaching duties in August 2023. All candidates must be active 
members of the church of Christ and committed to Christian education.
     Initial application should include a letter of interest and curriculum vitae. To complete 
the application, three spiritual references, three higher education references, and official 
transcripts for all degrees earned are required. Salary and rank will be determined 
based on credentials and experience.
     The Harding Architecture Program is designed to result in both a bachelor of Arts 
in Architectural Studies and a Master of Architecture degree with broad exposure to 
the liberal arts. Faculty will support and participate in the program’s accreditation 
with the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB).
     Successful candidates for this position must have a terminal degree in architecture 
and a background in architectural education. Architecture faculty will assist the 
program director, department chair, and dean in developing the bachelor’s degree 
(BA-AS) and the master’s degree (MARCH) accelerated program. The preferred 
candidate should have experience in curriculum development, knowledge of the NAAB 
Conditions for Accreditation 2020 Edition, and a willingness to foster collaboration 
between the educational programs of related disciplines. Candidates should exhibit 
a commitment to Christian higher education and a desire to contribute to the under-
graduate and graduate educational mission of Harding University.

ROLES OF ARCHITECTURE FACULTY
• Teach classes, labs, and studios as assigned
• Assist in the ongoing development of curriculum through the Harding academic  
curriculum process
• Assist with program candidacy and the pursuit of full accreditation with NAAB
• Assist with program recruiting and marketing activities
• Seek out and engage additional qualified faculty
• Participate in strategic planning and effective assessment of program goals
• Execute program plans for class scheduling, student advising, and retention
• Facilitate and oversee the development of various curricular/co-curricular activities
• Assist in building and managing relationships with the profession and community

MINIMUM QUALIFICATION
• Terminal degree in architecture (Master of Architecture degree, equivalent graduate 
professional degree in architecture) or a doctorate/Ph.D. in Architecture
• Higher education academic experience with a NAAB accredited program

PREFERRED QUALIFICATION
• Professional practice experience
• Professional licensure in the U.S. or international equivalent
• Evidence of community, professional and academic partnership experiences
• Academic administration experience
• Professional leadership experience
• Experience with NAAB accreditation process

OKLAHOMA CITY — Jeremie Beller has 
been named chairman of the Bible 
department and director of church 
relations at Oklahoma Christian 
University.

Beller has served as congrega-
tional minister for the Wilshire 
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City 
for more than 20 
years. Before that, 
he preached for the 
Chandler Church of 
Christ in Oklahoma.

He has taught Bible 
and communication 
courses at Oklahoma 
Christian as an 
adjunct professor.

An alumnus of 
Oklahoma Christian, Beller received 
a bachelor’s degree in Bible and 
ministry as well as a Master of Arts 
in Ministry and a Master of Divinity 
in Congregational Ministry.

He earned a doctorate in commu-
nication and persuasion from the 
University of Oklahoma. His disserta-

tion focused on religion and racism.
“Many may know him through 

his balanced editorial contribu-
tions to The Christian Chronicle on 
what many times are controver-
sial topics,” said Jeff McCormack, 
Oklahoma Christian’s chief 
academic officer.

Beller will retain 
his role as opin-
ions editor for the 
Chronicle but give 
up overseeing book 
reviews. 

Calvin Cockrell, a 
Chronicle correspon-
dent and social media 
editor, will assume the 
reviews editor role.

Cockrell, a freelance communicator 
specializing in graphic design, writing, 
editing and photography, earned a 
Master of Arts in Journalism from the 
University of Alabama. 

He also serves as the young adults 
minister for the North Tuscaloosa 
Church of Christ in Alabama.

Beller 

Beller to lead Bible program at OC

Cockrell

Students at Riverside Christian Academy in Fayetteville, Tenn., pose with their 
identification cards from Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, Tenn. The K-12 
school and the Christian university recently partnered to offer dual enrollment 
classes for students and graduate program opportunities for faculty and staff.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY WHITNEY CREASY

Partnership offers dual enrollment

https://www.harding.edu/hr/faculty-jobs
https://christianchronicle.org/partners-disaster-relief-and-a-southern-african-christian-school/
https://christianchronicle.org/beller-to-lead-bible-program-at-oc/


He preached for the College Church 
of Christ in Searcy from 1984 to 1991 
and the Highland Church of Christ in 
Abilene, Texas, from 1991 to 2009. 

Williams said Cope was trans-
formational during his time in the 
Harding community and is a central 
figure among alumni.

“So yes, it’s about saying, ‘This is 
one of us coming back home,’” the 
new president said.

With the new administration 
comes a new mission, and Williams 
used his inauguration to announce a 
new era of unity. 

The inaugural program recounted 
Harding’s long history, from its first 
president to former President Bruce 
McLarty. Earlier, a “Legacy Relay” 
from the original Harding College 
campus in Morrilton, Ark., to Searcy 
provided an active symbol of the 
Harding pioneers handing the torch 
to the next generation. 

Although much was said about 
Harding’s progress, Williams does not 
shy away from the university’s need to 
restore relationships with alumni.  

“We want them to feel comfortable 
to say, ‘That’s where I went to school, 
and I want people from my church to 
go here. I want my grandkids to go 
here,’” Williams said. “I don’t know of 
anybody I don’t want to come back.” 

With a reputation as one of the 
more conservative universities 
associated with Churches of Christ, 
Harding has experienced rifts 
among those who adopted different 
or more progressive views, includ-
ing among Harding alumni. But 
the new president does not want 
Harding to be a divisive place. 

“The things that we agree on 
are far greater than the things that 
we disagree on,” Williams told 
the Chronicle, echoing a theme he 
first introduced when his appoint-
ment was announced by Robert 
C. Walker, chairman of Harding’s
board of trustees, in October 2021.

Williams added that expanding 
the coalition extends to the broader 
Harding family.

“Whether you went to school here 
in the ’40s or you graduated last 
year, whether you’re Republican or 
Democrat, whether you grew up in 

China or you grew up in Little Rock, 
you’re part of this family,” he said. 
“And we bind together to think about 
an institution that made a lot of differ-
ence in our lives. And then we want to 
do everything we can to help the next 

generation experience 
what we experienced.” 

 Jonathan Storment, 
a 2003 Harding 
alumnus and preach-
ing minister for 
the Pleasant Valley 
Church of Christ 
in Little Rock, also
spoke at the inaugu-

ration. In addition, Storment was 
invited to be a keynote speaker 
at Harding’s 99th annual Bible 
Lectureship beginning Sept. 25. 

“I think colleges, especially 
Christian colleges, in a post-Christian 
America face a lot of challenging 

times ahead,” Storment said. “But 
when I first got back from spending 
time with Mike Williams, I came 
home and told my daughter — my 
14-year-old daughter — ‘I think 
Harding is going to be a place you can 
send your kids to,’ because I trust Dr. 
Williams’ leadership.”

Other speakers at the inaugura-
tion included Walker, Executive Vice 
President Jean-Noel Thompson, Bible 
professor Jason Darden, Williams’ 
spouse, Lisa, and other faculty and 
students.  

For Williams, a signal of unity is one 
that should be sent out every day. 

“There’s one Harding alumni base,” 
Williams said. “So who is welcome 
back? We welcome all of our alums 
back to be engaged. Are there some 
things that we will stand on? Yes. But 
we want all of our alums to be deeply 
connected to their alma mater.”
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HARDING: New president focuses on bridge building
FROM PAGE 3

Storment

PHOTOS BY JEFF MONTGOMERY

Students at Harding University in Searcy, Ark., enjoy taking a selfie with the Christian university’s new president, Mike Williams.

Harding President Mike Williams speaks 
during his inauguration ceremony.

https://christianchronicle.org/this-is-one-of-us-coming-back-home/
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HIRED: Bud Woodall as pulpit minister 
for the Portland Church of Christ in 

Tennessee. Dale Graham 
as minister for the 
Vinita Church of Christ 
in Oklahoma. Logan 
Thompson as youth 
minister for the Mansfield 
Church of Christ in Texas. 
Keden Shrum as minister 
for the Rison Church of 
Christ in Arkansas. Shrum 
succeedes Lanis Lindsey, 
who retired in June 
2022. Mark Tonkery as 
minister for the Norval 
Park Church of Christ in 
Zanesville, Ohio. 

AWARDED: Harold Orr, 
oldest son of Canadian 
preacher Wilfred Orr, 
will receive the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee medal 
for contributions 
to his community 
and fellow citizens. 
Orr was previously 
awarded the Order 
of Canada because 
of his contributions 
to energy efficiency 
in housing and other 
construction.

CELEBRATED: Gallene 
Tinson’s 100th birthday 
at the Gaines Avenue 
Church of Christ in 
Albany, Ga. 

Thompson

Woodall

Tonkery

Orr

 

The Church of Christ at 1131 N Laird is seeking a man of God to serve and 
work with a congregation of 50-70 in attendance on a Sunday morning. Primary 
responsibilities would be pulpit preaching, teaching class, visitation of members 
and outreach with emphasis on youth and young couples. Preacher will be working 
alongside elders and deacons. Housing is provided and salary is commensurate 
with experience. We are a financially stable congregation. Current minister of 
15 years is wanting to retire and move closer to children. We would like to fill 
the position by spring of 2023. Direct questions to: 

Gaylin Prior at prior1956@yahoo.com, phone 402-984-4833  
Send resume to: Church of Christ, 1131 N Laird, Hastings, NE  68901

www.hastingschurch.org

Full-time Preacher - Hastings, Neb.

Seeking full-time minister for our 55-mem-
ber congregation. Preaching, teaching, and 
outreach responsibilities. Also assisting in 
hosting Let the Bible Speak TV Ministry: 
www.letthebiblespeak.net. Compensation 
includes moving assistance. Please send 
cover letter, resume, and video samples of 
lessons to: 

escanabacoc@gmail.com
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 751
Escanaba, MI 49829 

Full-time Minister - Escanaba, Mich.

Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones — birth and wedding announcements 
anniversaries, memorials, honors for longtime ministers and workers and more. 

Contact milestones@christianchronicle.org for rates and more information.

     

Seeking a full-time nine-month faculty member with a concentration 
in choral conducting and voice beginning August 2023. The 
faculty member will serve as director of choral activities; direct large 
and small choral ensembles; teach undergraduate conducting 
and private voice; and lead on- and off-campus recruitment 
initiatives and build relationships with schools in the state and 
region. Preference will be given to candidates who hold a  
doctorate; a minimum of a master’s degree in choral conducting is 
required. A tenor or baritone with documented and demonstrated 
success as choral conductor and voice teacher is preferred, as is 
a combination of K-12 and collegiate teaching experience. 

Submit application materials to: 
Dr. Susan E. Shirel, department of music, 

at sshirel@harding.edu
or 915 E. Market, Box 10767, Searcy, AR 72149-5616

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES • DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC 

The University Church of Christ has 
an opening for a full-time youth and 
family minister. We are located on the 
north side of the University of South 
Alabama at 5651 Zeigler Boulevard, 
Mobile, AL 36608. All interested 
candidates are asked to submit a 
resume to: 

Richard Jay (elder) 
richard.jay@spireenergy.com

(251) 281-7550

Family/Youth Ministry

Congregations: Limited-time Offer!
Encourage your missionaries at home or overseas 
by signing them up for a complimentary subscription 
to The Christian Chronicle. We can add them to our 
email list, or send print copies monthly, or do both.
Christians with a special heart and passion for your 
missionaries and international brothers and sisters 
have begun a fund for this to happen.
If you would like to add someone to our list or make a 
donation for our international efforts, please contact:

lynda@christianchronicle.org
Bless your

missionaries with an international
 subscription!

Anniversary 

Doyal and Ruth Lindsey 
80 years

Doyal “Spike” and Ruth Lindsey 
are charter members at Sunset 
Church of Christ in Springfield, 
Mo., and attend regularly. 

As young people, they were 
married Nov. 21, 1942, remained 
faithful to each other and are now 
celebrating their 80th wedding 
anniversary.

They are devoted Christians and 
love their family and friends.

Also, Doyal will be celebrating his 
100th birthday on Nov. 25, 2022.

JEFF MONTGOMERY

The Harding University College of 
Business Administration in Searcy, 
Ark., recently announced Malik Young,            
Rollansky Darote, Trisha Magadu 
and Allen Watson as recipients of the 
Botham Jean Scholarship. Pictured 
above are Philip Brown, Young, Darote, 
Magadu and Allen Frazier. Brown and 
Frazier are Harding business professors.

https://www.letthebiblespeak.net/
http://www.hastingschurch.org/
https://www.harding.edu/hr/faculty-jobs
https://www.ucchrist.org/


‘Thank you for remembering 
us.”

That was the message we 
received, over and over, as 

we reached out to Christians in Russia 
for this month’s front-page story.

Since the war in Ukraine began in 
late February, we’ve shared stories of 
grace under fire — from the besieged 
Eastern European nation and from 
countries that have experienced 
an influx of refugees. We’ve seen 
Churches of Christ show love and 
mercy to the most vulnerable. We’re 
proud of our Ukrainian brothers and 
sisters and thankful for all of those 
who have stepped up to serve.

But we haven’t written much 
about our brothers and sisters in 
Russia — during the war and, to be 
honest, for much of the past decade.

During the Cold War, brave 
missionaries and ministries including 
Eastern European Mission planted 
gospel seeds in the communist 
world, smuggling tiny Bibles across 
the border. As the Iron Curtain fell, 
a new generation of missionaries 
found fertile soil in the former Soviet 
Union. In eastern Ukraine — and 
across the border in Russia — the 
message took hold and thrived.

But the atmosphere changed in 
Russia as Vladimir Putin stoked the 
fires of nationalism. The Russian 
Orthodox Church has become a sort 
of state religion, and other faith groups 
often are viewed with suspicion. 

In a way, what’s happening now in 
Russia feels more dangerous than 
the Soviet threat. The Russian presi-
dent has weaponized the language of 
faith and morality, positioning his war 
as a crusade against the liberal West.

We half-expected our Russian 
brethren to be caught up in the rhet-
oric, the propaganda. Instead, there 
was a feeling of sincere thanks that 
we were reaching out at all.

This is Putin’s war, a missionary to 
Russia stressed, and we err when we 
lump all Russians into the same heap. 
He cited blistering attacks made by 
Ukrainian Christians on social media 
that label Russians as “pampered 
darlings” and “miserable cowards” 
who flee to their borders rather than 
flooding to the Kremlin to depose 
their ruler. Some Russian Christians 
have relatives in separatist-held 
eastern Ukraine who have endured 
shelling by Ukrainian forces. Firing 
shots across Facebook doesn’t help.

The missionary likened the status 

of Churches of Christ in Russia 
to the apostle Paul’s house arrest 
described in Acts 28. Despite 
arriving in Rome as a prisoner, Paul 
lived in his own rented house and 
“proclaimed the kingdom of God and 
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ 
— with all boldness and without 
hindrance” (Acts 28:31).

“The church in Russia has done 
wonderful works,” the missionary 
said, “and continues to do so since 
the war began — orphans minis-
tries, helping battered women, 
singing schools, online education of 
leaders, huge children’s camps — 
despite the limitations.

“While the churches in Russia are 
not under arrest or illegal (depending 
upon the local authorities and local 
Orthodox church) it’s like they 
are quasi-legal. But the Gospel is 

unchained, and they are mostly unhin-
dered in preaching Jesus. People are 
coming to Christ, and the Kingdom is 
expanding in spite of this.”

The missionary concluded, 
“Thanks for remembering and 
writing about the church in Russia.”

“Remembering” is a big deal. 
As we consider our brothers and 
sisters in Russia, we’re reminded of 
another kind of captivity described 
in Scripture. Genesis 8:1 tells us 
that “God remembered Noah and all 
the wild animals and the livestock 
that were with him in the ark, and 
he sent a wind over the earth, and 
the waters receded.”

Send your wind, your Spirit, your 
ruach, Father. Change the hearts 
of Cold Warriors and heal our land. 
Bring peace to your people. — Erik 
Tryggestad, for the Editorial Board
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FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:

Nov. 4 (Dec. issue)
Dec. 2 (Jan. issue)

Contact: advertising@
christianchronicle.org

Sept. 1-Dec. 31     HOPE - Million 
Dollar Sunday Campaign. Eastern 
European Mission. See eem.org/mds.
Nov. 3-5     OC’s Homecoming 
Musical: Brigadoon. Oklahoma 
City, Okla. See www.oc.edu/events/
homecoming-musical-brigadoon.
Nov. 4-6     The Agape 
Conference. Little Rock, Ark. See 
theagapeconference.org.
Nov. 6     Edmond Church of Christ’s 
Centennial Celebration. Edmond, 
Okla. See edmondchurchofchrist.com.
Nov. 11-12     Lipscomb University’s 
Bisons Weekend. Nashville, Tenn. 
See www.lipscomb.edu/events/
bisons-weekend.
Nov. 13     22nd Annual Churches 
of Christ Orphan Sunday. See 
orphanslifeline.org/orphan-sunday.
Nov. 29     #GivingTuesday. Global 
Day of Giving.  
Dec. 2     Annual Benefit Dinner 
with Kurt Warner. Freed-Hardeman 
University. Henderson, Tenn. See fhu.
edu/giving/dinner. 
Jan. 13-14     IHCF Medical Missions 
Seminar. Plano, Texas. See IHCF-
Seminar.org.
Jan. 25-28     SIBI Vision Workshop. 
Lubbock, Texas. See workshop.sibi.cc.
Feb. 3-5     Telling the Story: 
Conference on Evangelism & 
Church Growth. Prestoncrest 
Church of Christ. Dallas, Texas. See 
prestoncrest.org/story.
Feb. 24 - Mar. 10     The Acappella 
40 Tour. Various cities. See  
acappella.org/40tour.
April 6-8     Harding University’s 
Spring Sing. Searcy, Ark. See  
harding.edu/events/springsing.
July 8-14     Worship Leader 
Institute. Jacksonville, Fla. See 
acappella.regfox.com/wli-2023.

CALENDAR

Need a Preacher?
Do you have a great location

in North Texas and can't  
afford a preacher?

Maybe we can help.
Call (214) 552-3206

Our brethren will consider weekly  
gospel meetings anywhere in the U.S.

The 46-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other 
contact info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen.ministry@comcast.net

PO Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 501-9813
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GREENSBORO, N.C.

I haven’t been to many elders’ 
meetings, but I have watched the 
turmoil, stress and pain of good 
friends who are elders as they 
lead a church through difficult 

times. I’ve watched them grieve and 
watched churches grieve.  

And in the course of talking with 
folks around the country for the 
“Where have all the churches gone?” 
series, I’ve met a lot of grieving 
Christians.

Beyond the ever-present sorrows 
of lost loved ones, lost jobs and 
family struggles, churches are 
grieving new losses brought by a 
pandemic and by seismic cultural 
and demographic shifts that have 

polarized family and 
fellowship.

That’s why I was 
in Greensboro 
with my good 
friend and former 
minister Eddie 
Sharp, who has 
served a University 
Church of Christ 
in three cities — 
in Albuquerque, 

Abilene and Austin. No one is better 
at serving people in grief.  

David Kneip, associate director 
of the Siburt Institute for Church 
Ministry at Abilene Christian 
University, asked us to talk with 
about 100 elders and other leaders 
gathered for Elderlink Greensboro 
about how they can help grieving 
churches.

Churches I’ve visited or talked 
with over the past nine months 
were a varied collection. Some 
were always small.  Some once had 
more than 1,000 members.  White. 
Black. Diverse. Urban. Suburban. 
Rural. Some have closed. Some have 
merged. Some reinvented them-
selves. Some are still in limbo.

All of them were grieving.
Just as the grief of each family 

member differs after a loved one dies, 
the grief of each church member is 
different when a church dies — or 
when it changes in a way that makes 

it no longer recognizable.
While the congregations I’ve 

visited have varied in worship style, 
demographics and their niche 
on the conservative-progressive 
continuum, they all have grieved 
four common losses:

• Loss of place. We are famous
for saying the church is not a 
building and that buildings don’t 
matter. But they do. Just like our 
homes matter. 

Saying goodbye to a 
homeplace where family 
events took place — 
weddings, baptisms, 
funerals — is personal 
for people. The building, 
whether humble or 
extravagant, is not just 
where the congregation 
gathered. It’s also where 
families mourned and 
celebrated.

Sixteen years ago I sold a house 
that I absolutely loved, the house 
where my children grew up — a 
house that as a single parent I could 
no longer afford. My real estate 
agent, a good friend, told me, “You 
have to go say goodbye to the 
house.” 

So before I handed off the keys, 
my 13-year-old daughter and I sat on 
the floor in the empty living room 
and said goodbye to our place. We 
laughed and cried and remembered 

our life there. It was cathartic.
When buildings are sold or torn 

down, people need a chance to say 
goodbye, too.  It helps them grieve.

• Loss of history. Who will
remember we were here? Who 
will know that we mattered in the 
kingdom? The greatest fear of the 
families I’ve known who have lost a 
child is that no one will remember. 
Losing a church is painfully similar.

I’ve heard stories of 
families who wouldn’t 
surrender the artifacts 
that document a congre-
gation’s past –– people 
it helped, missionaries 
supported, preachers 
who ministered there. 
No one family or person 
should own that history.

Preserving the 
physical history of a 
congregation requires 

space, trained staff and a willingness 
to accept and protect the documents. 
Christian university archives provide 
a good place for such preservation, 
and several have staff in special 
collections and archives: Abilene 
Christian, Lipscomb, Harding, 
Oklahoma Christian, Pepperdine 
and Florida College.

Knowing that a beloved church’s 
history is preserved and accessible 
to generations yet unborn can help 
assuage the grief of losing one’s 

history.
• Loss of tradition. Kind of like

we like saying, “The church is not 
the building,” we also famously say 
we reject tradition. We don’t. We 
need, value and love our traditions. 
And so long as we don’t confuse 
tradition with Gospel, tradition can 
be a good thing. 

Worship traditions, social tradi-
tions, holiday traditions, family tradi-
tions pervade our church life. They 
bind us together and provide comfort 
and familiarity in times of stress and 
grief. When those traditions are lost 
as a church concludes its life cycle, 
our grief is multiplied by losing the 
traditions that gave us solace.

• Loss of identity. I will never
forget the woman who told me, 
“It’s always been Skillman Church 
of Christ, and it always should be.” 
Nor the man who explained that a 
building would be torn down rather 
than sold to a group that might not 
preserve its identity.        

“My daddy would have wanted it 
this way,” he said.

How we understand our church 
is part of how we understand who 
we are. When it’s ripped away or 
just quietly expires, part of our own 
identity dies with it. 

WHAT CAN LEADERS DO?
Sharp told church leaders that the 

pressure of a pandemic, siloing of 
politics and challenges of doctrinal 
transitions are traumatic for a church 
and a challenge for church leaders.

“During the pandemic, some 
elders came together to minister,” 
he said. “Some had churches with 
elders who disappeared.”

But when stress and loss are 
great, he said, so is the need to 
minister in the name of Jesus. He 
offered seven guidelines for elders 
and other leaders:

• First, stand with them
without words of explanation. 
“Go and be Jesus’ flesh and blood. 
And go with your mouth shut.”

Sharp related the story of Mitch 
East, minister for the University 

Listen ‘with your mouth shut’
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Cheryl Mann Bacon

RENE PAUL

Cheryl Mann Bacon, left, visits with Mary Beth Shumate and her husband, Phillip.

TIPS FOR LEADERS  ministering to Christians longing for place, identity, history and tradition.

CONTINUED
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 By Keith Brenton and Rick Gibson | See more by following brenton.daily on Facebook and Instagram.

F R O M  O U R  R E A D E R S

Satan ‘doesn’t need help!’
Much of this article has 

no business in a paper of the 
brotherhood (“Action on climate 
change ... is an act of love,” Page 
10, October).

There are and have been folks 
writing for The Christian Chronicle 
who have very liberal agendas, 
political and religious. At times 
it seems like brethren are giving 
Satan a voice. He doesn’t need help!

CHRIS MOORE | Clarendon, Texas

I want to thank you for your 
coverage of the Edna, Texas, story 
(“Not-so-simple stewardship,” Page 
5, October). 

It has led to an informative series 
(“Where have all the churches 
gone?”) that is very relevant to many 
churches as well. 

While one cannot be sure of all of 
the details, I hope that more people 
being aware of what happened in 
Edna specifically serves to better 
prepare congregations to leave a 

purposeful legacy in the future.
Perhaps bringing the story 

to light will result in more facts 
becoming known and justice — 
whatever that may mean.

KENT BERMAN | Roanoke, Texas

I get so excited when my 
Christian Chronicle comes in 
the mail. I feel connected to 
the brotherhood through the 
information shared.

I was very touched by the 
Nashville congregations’ effort 
to implement “Greater Together” 
(Page 1, September).

The publication helps in binding 
us together. As a former teacher, 
I was touched by the article 
encouraging us to pray for teachers 
(Editorial, Page 30, September).

Thank you for the high quality 
of this amazing publication. Be 
encouraged that your passion is an 
abundant blessing to others.

SANDY JONES | Montgomery, Texas

Avenue Church of Christ in Austin, 
and his lawn chair. When the 
pandemic was raging and isolation 
taking a toll on members, East told 
them he had a lawn chair in his car:

“You call me. I’ll come sit in your 
front yard and listen.”

• Let people tell their stories.
What do they mourn? “Ask ques-
tions that let them tell stories of 
what they love and what they lost.”

Sharp urged leaders to avoid 
lapsing into telling their own tales. 
Rather, “Let people stay inside their 
story. Tell me about … what the 
pandemic has been like for you. 
What does church feel like for you 
now?”

• Ask them, what are they
afraid of? “What about the future? 
What about practice? What about 
doctrine?  We used to be able to 
count on the sameness of this 
church that had no organized 
structure.”

Citing Claire Bidwell Smith’s book 
“Anxiety: The missing stage of grief,” 
Sharp said beyond the Kubler-Ross 
stages of grief — denial, anger, 
bargaining, depression, acceptance 
— anxiety also must be recognized 
in the grieving process.

• Look for the signs of anger.
Anger may appear as division, 
labeling, financial blackmail or 
membership transfer.  Those who 
insist on their own way or else are 
angry, and anger is grief.

• Figure out what they are
denying. Be sensitive to those who 
act as if nothing has happened. 
Something happened.  

A lot has happened.
• What are churches doing

to keep them from doing 
what really needs to be done? 
“Sometimes doing good may need 
to wait for needed healing.”

Sharp advised his audience to 
question new plans or sudden 
changes. “Sometimes in times of 
stress people feel they just need 
to do something,” he warned, 
“which creates a PTSD-inducing 
environment.”

Instead, leaders should remind 
folks to hang on to each other, 
minister to each other and just get 
through it.

“Now is not the time to raise the 
most turbulent issues,” he said. 
“Let’s get through the Red Sea and 
then go to Sinai. Get through this, 
and this will be our finest hour.”

• Finally, be willing to minister
into the long process of healing. 
We will not recover quickly from 
the most serious health and societal 
upheaval of our time.

Whether the pandemic is over 
or not, even if it is, churches and 
church members have much 
healing to do, and leaders must 
commit to the long haul.  The new 
normal has not yet arrived.

Don McLaughlin, preaching 
minister for the North Atlanta 
Church of Christ in Georgia and 
keynote speaker for the event, 
reminded those in attendance that 
despite the trauma of recent years, 
ministry is still important and on 
target.

“The truth is we’ve had a 
tough few years, but we are 
still Christians,” McLaughlin 
said. “We’re still on mission. We 
follow a Savior who went through 
Gethsemane on the way to the cross 
and prayed until he could get up 
and go do it.”

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle 
correspondent who served for 20 years as chair 
of the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Abilene Christian University. 
Contact cheryl@christianchronicle.org. 

CONTINUED

RENE PAUL

Cheryl Mann Bacon and Eddie Sharp speaks with Elderlink attendees.
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ACROSS
1. David succeeded him.
3. People that occupied the 
 current lands of Israel, 
 Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan.
10. Din.
11. “And all the princes and the 
 mighty men, and all the sons 
 likewise of king David, _____ 
 themselves unto Solomon the 
 king” (1 Chronicles 29:24, King 
 James Version).
12. “For perhaps it was for this 
 reason that he was separated  
 from you for a little while, 
 so that you would have him back 
 ____” (Philemon 15, New 
 English Translation).
14. Body of values.
16. “And all things, whatsoever ye shall 
 ask in prayer, believing, ye shall 
 _____” (Matthew 21:22, KJV).
19. The parting of the Red Sea was 
 one.
21. Short sleep.
22. “And it came to pass in those days 
 that there went out a decree from 
 Caesar _____ , that all the world 
 should be taxed” (Luke 2:1, KJV).
26. “Tell us therefore, what thinkest 
 thou? Is it lawful to give tribute 
 unto ____, or not? (Matthew 
 22:17, KJV).
27. Laziness.
29. Iron rod.
30. “But ask now the beasts, and they 
 shall teach thee: and the fowls of 
 the ____, and they shall tell thee” 
 (Job 12:7, KJV).
31. “But the father said to his servants, 
 bring forth the ___ robe, and put it 
 on him ...” (Luke 15:22, KJV).
33. Bow making wood.
34. “He gives me the agility of a 
 ____; he enables me to negotiate 

 the rugged terrain” (2 Samuel 
 22:34, NET).
35. Law group, for short.
36. “Accept what he has to teach you, 
 and ____ his words in your 
 heart” (Job 22:22, International 
 Standard Version).
37. “Doth the eagle mount up at thy 
 command, and make her ___ on 
 high?” (Job 39:27, KJV).

DOWN
1. Ancient court in Israel that was 
 involved in Jesus’ arrest.

2. Come together.
4. Pardon.
5. Monastery.
6. Ingenuous.
7. Small child.
8. Sect in Jesus’ time who were 
 responsible for the maintenance 
 of the temple.
9. Witnessed.
13. Regret.
15. Equine ankle.
17. “Make yourself an ark of ______ 
 wood” (Genesis 6:14, NET).
18. Bible book after Song of 
 Solomon.

19. “Then Judas, which betrayed him, 
 answered and said, _____, is it 
 I?” (Matthew 26:25, KJV).
20. “... and the crooked shall 
 be made straight, and the ____ 
 places plain” (Isaiah 40:4, KJV).
23. Depart.
24. Mountain where Noah’s Ark 
 landed.
25. “Now the woman happened to be 
 a Greek born in Phoenicia in 
 _____” (Mark 7:26, ISV).
26. Biblical measure of length.
27. “And Joseph made it a ___ over 
 the land of Egypt unto this day, 
 that Pharaoh should have the fifth 
 part ...” (Genesis 47:26, KJV).
28. American soldier.
29. Exist.
32. Drink that can be taken hot or 
 cold.
33. Person referred to.
34. Animal lair.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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Named after whom?
THESE BIBLICAL FIGURES have books of the 
Bible named after them. Can you identify them?

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

H E R EH E R E I N  T H E  C L A S S
AND  I N  T H E  F I E L D

www.hcu.edu

1. Traveling companion of Paul 
who wrote a Gospel.
2. Encouraged the Jews to rebuild 
the walls of Jerusalem.
3. Delivered the message, “I will 
send the prophet Elijah to you.”
4. Helped to re-establish the Law 
of Moses under the Persians.
5. Led the children of Israel after 
Moses.
6. Prophet who made a very 
roundabout journey to Nineveh.
7. Refugee widow from 
Moab who made a new life in 
Bethlehem.
8. Saw a valley of dry bones.

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 34.

https://www.hcu.edu/


Word Find: The gospel of John
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

Find the following words from the Gospel of John. The unused 35 letters 
form a statement about the purpose of the book. (Find the answer on Page 34.)
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• ACCEPTED
• ANDREW
• ANSWERED
• ARAMAIC
• ARIMATHEA
• ATTEND
• BELIEVING
• BETHANY
• BETHSAIDA
• BREAKFAST
• CAPERNAUM
• DISCIPLES
• ETERNAL
• EVERLASTING

• EVERYONE
• EXCHANGE
• FAITH
• FRUITFUL
• FULFILLED
• GALILEE
• GOLGOTHA
• INSULTED
• ISCARIOT
• ISRAELITE
• KINGDOM
• LAZARUS
• LEARNED
• LISTENING

• MESSIAH
• NATHANAEL
• NAZARETH
• NICODEMUS
• OBEDIENT
• OFFICIAL
• ORPHAN
• OTHER
• PASSOVER
• PLEASES
• REASONS
• REIGN
• RIGHTEOUS
• RULERS

• SALVATION
• SAMARITAN
• SANHEDRIN
• SERVANT
• SIMON
• TAUGHT
• TESTIFY
• THOMAS
• TIBERIAS
• VALID
• ZEBEDEE

Precious souls are studying
God’s word

while improving their English
language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Join hundreds of others.

Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher

https://philanthrocorp.com/forms/tcc/
https://www.worldenglishinstitute.org/


Unity is not a ‘nice to have’ — it is ‘mission critical’

Political and cultural divides are 
creeping into churches. Social 
media has given Christians a 
louder voice to express views 

on cultural issues and even church 
membership. 

In “Not in It to Win It: Why 
Choosing Sides Sidelines the 
Church,” Andy Stanley discusses 
how this attitude is 
damaging to effectively 
demonstrating the love 
and unity we should have 
toward fellow believers. 
Stanley, an author and 
minister of an eight-church 
network in the Atlanta 
area, provides Scripture-
based evidence showing 
how Jesus’ ministry and 
actions run counter to what many 
Christians today believe should be 
the focus of their time and energy. 

The idea of “needing to win” too 
often guides our attitude toward 
people with whom we disagree. 
Such an attitude is also diametri-
cally opposed to Jesus’ approach 
to reaching the lost and making 

disciples. Stanley writes, “The 
Gospels and Epistles are unmistak-
ably clear. We are not in it to win 
anything. Jesus already won it. Jesus 
will win it again. In the meantime, 
we are to love one another and the 
people around us in such a way that 
we are winsome whether we win 
anything or not.”

“Not In It to Win It” 
discusses how an attitude of 
winning demonstrates itself in 
national culture wars. Taking 
sides on cultural issues is 
viewed as essential to “save 
America” from some perceived 
evil or threat. Stanley suggests 
that engaging in a fight over 
such issues never produces 
winners, only casualties.

Saving America is not the mission 
of the church; saving Americans 
is. Quoting David French, Stanley 
writes, “Any admonition that declares 
that we must rule should be checked 
with the immediate reminder that 
Christ did not. It is the cross –- not 
the boardroom, not the Oval Office 
and not the box office –- that is the 

absolute center of the Kingdom of 
God.” 

Jesus was aware of cultural prob-
lems and challenges impacting 
the people of his day, yet he often 
refused to publicly support one view 
over another. Why? 
Stanley suggests that 
Jesus’ purpose and 
his focus precluded 
him from doing so. 
Addressing such issues 
was not why he came to 
live among mankind.

Stanley believes 
the true enemy of 
the church is division 
resulting from Christians 
dividing along political or 
cultural sides. According 
to Stanley, “Unity is not 
a ‘nice to have’ — it is 
‘mission critical.’” We 
cannot truly love each 
other and be effective in 
reaching the lost if we 
allow division to weaken our efforts.

What should be our focus 
as Christians? Jesus said, “My 

command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you” (John 15:12). Stanley 
suggests this command should 
inform our consciences and “govern 
our responses, actions, reactions 
and priorities.”

Stanley holds nothing 
back and clearly shows 
how our need to win —
politically or culturally — 
casts the church in a nega-
tive light. He concludes by 
saying, “Our responses and 
reactions say more about 
the sincerity and authen-
ticity of our faith than 
anything else, certainly 
more than our sermons, 
songs and creeds.” In 
moments when you are 
uncertain how to respond, 
“ask what love requires of 
you.”

DAN ARNOLD is a graduate of 
Lipscomb University. He worships 

with the Church of Christ on Fishinger Road in 
Columbus, Ohio, along with his wife, Lori, and 
daughter.

In Print

Dan Arnold Andy Stanley. 
“Not in It to Win 
It: Why Choosing 
Sides Sidelines the 
Church.” Zondervan 
Reflective. 2022. 256 
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 NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions are paid advertisements. Visit our website for more information, or contact advertising@christianchronicle.org.

LaQuita J. Starr.  
The Power of  
Self-Care: A 21 Day 
Guide to Becoming  
a New You. 
Self-published, 
2021. $13.99.  
Order from Amazon.

Spiritual and Emotional Health
D. Keith Loyd. 
EasyBeliefism. 
Page Publishing, 
2019. $11.95. Order  
from Amazon, or 
contact the author 
for a discount: 
dkeithloyd@reagan.com

Teach Others the Truth of the Gospel
Lorenzo Humphreys. 
Lorenzo’s Book of 
Poems: Inspiring 
Poems, Devotionals 
and Scriptures. 
Self-published, 2022. 
$14.95. Order from 
Amazon. Poems to  
put joy in your day.

Poems, Devotionals, and Scriptures

Additional Teaching Resources 
at www.TheTruthTransforms.com

The Message                  The Messaging

Preparing Christians to Share the Gospel

Jesus said, “Go into all the  
world and preach the Gospel.”

So why are many Christians  
reluctant to do so?

    • Fear?
    • Lack of knowledge?
    • How to do it?

A Debt I Cannot Pay offers a 
thorough study of God’s plan 
of salvation. From Creation to 
the Cross, it explores the truths 
about Christianity answering 
the “why” questions so often  
encountered in teaching the 
Gospel. 

Available at Amazon, WestBow Press & online book sellers.

Continuing Christ’s Mission 
makes the case for 21st  
century evangelism –  
addressing fears, identifying  
teaching opportunities and 
introducing ways every  
Christian can lend a hand in 
leading people to Christ.

https://christianchronicle.org/book/
https://effectivechurchleaders.com/
https://www.faulkner.edu/kgstdiscount/
http://teachonereachone.org/
https://www.thetruthtransforms.com/


VATICAN CITY

S taring at my phone in the middle 
of St. Peter’s Square, I got one of 
those pop-up notifications. 

It was an email from Becky 
O’Neal. I grinned because I knew 
what it was — the weekly roundup 
of prayer requests she sends from 
our Bible class at the Memorial 
Road Church of Christ.

“It must be 10 a.m. back 
home,” I thought as I 
looked around Bernini’s 
colonnade — majestic pillars 
that encircle a 4,000-year-old 
obelisk that was seized 
from Egypt by the emperor 
Caligula.

Some 5,500 miles away 
in Oklahoma, my wife 
probably was leading a 
devotional group in my teenage 
daughter’s class. My youngest was 
in Journeyland. Nana and Papa were 
in town helping out, most likely 
visiting the Empty Nesters class, 
where they’re considered regulars. 
(“We sure love your in-laws!” I’m 
told routinely as I pass members of 
that class in the hall.)

Suddenly, I longed for home. 
I thought about sitting down in 

one of the white folding chairs set 
up in front of St. Peter’s Basilica 
and streaming my church’s worship 
service — in the middle of Vatican 
City. But I didn’t have the battery life. 

It was the tail end of a two-week 
reporting trip to Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe, covering the impact of the 
war on our brothers and sisters in 

Christ. I was exhausted, but I knew I’d 
kick myself if I didn’t make the trip to 
see the Holy See — another name for 
this city state that’s roughly one-eighth 
the size of New York’s Central Park. 

I had taken out my phone to 
confirm that I had, in fact, crossed 
the international border and was now 
standing in the smallest country on 

earth — albeit one with tremen-
dous global influence as the 
heartland of Catholicism, home 
of the Pope.

I met some tourists from 
Chicago who asked what 
brought me to Rome. I told 
them about my job, and they 
asked if I had been among 
the hundreds who gathered 
here earlier in the day to hear 
the Pope’s message. He had 

mentioned Ukraine.
I told them I had worshiped in a 

much smaller venue — the meeting 
place of the Chiesa di Cristo (Church 
of Christ) on the north side of Rome. 

My friend Dr. Vittorio Vitalone had 
invited me to preach for the congre-
gation. I showed them photos of the 
Ukrainian Christians I had encoun-
tered who now were living as refugees 
in Romania, Slovakia, Poland and in 
the western parts of their country. 

They long for home, but they are 
making the best of a terrible situation. 
Our associate editor, Audrey Jackson, 
stayed in Sopot, Poland, when I left 
for Italy. As I preached in Rome, she 
snapped photos of three Ukrainians 
giving their lives to Christ in baptism. 

After worship I spoke with family 

members of a minister in Montana 
and met a recent convert from the 
West African nation of Burkina Faso, 
a place I visited in 2009. Far from 
home, he had been looking for a 
family of faith that sought to serve 
God without man-made creeds. He 

found it with the Chiesa di Cristo. 
Vitalone and his wife, Tonia, 

treated me to lunch at a small trat-
toria (family-run restaurant) where 
I had probably the best ravioli I’ve 
ever tasted. There are some great 
Italian places in Rome, turns out.  

I watched the playback of Pope 
Francis’ Sunday morning address on 
the Vatican’s YouTube channel. He 
talked about the sheep who follow 
the Good Shepherd described in 
John 10. They know their shepherd, 
they listen to his voice and they 
follow. He stressed the importance 
of listening to each other. 

As I reflect on that now, I think 
about our brothers in Russia, about 
how long I waited to reach out to them 
after the conflict with Ukraine started. 
Now some of them are leaving their 
homeland — rather than fight in a 
conflict they don’t support.

Although I couldn’t stream my 
church’s service, I did listen to the 
daily Scriptures in my “Bible Recap” 
plan. It was a collection of David’s 
psalms, including Psalm 36: “How price-
less is your unfailing love, O God! People 
take refuge in the shadow of your wings.” 

I listened as I walked around St. 
Peter’s Square — where horse-drawn 
chariots once raced, where the 
emperor Nero executed Christians 
nearly two millennia ago. 

I’m sure they longed for home. And 
I’m sure they weren’t disappointed.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.

34    THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE OPINION NOVEMBER 2022

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

The sun sets behind the obelisk in 
the center of St. Peter’s Square.

SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Crossword | From Page 30

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

Seeing the Holy See prompts a shared longing for home

Bible Bowling | From Page 30

Word Search | From Page 31
The unused 35 letters read: “A KEY IS BELIEVE 
THAT JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD.”

1) Luke 
2) Nehemiah 
3) Malachi
4) Ezra 
5) Joshua
6) Jonah
7) Ruth 
8) Ezekiel 

Quiz by Steve 
Whitehead of the 
British Bible School, 
britishbibleschool.com.

is looking for a full-time Admin. Assistant
Our new Chronicle Administrative Assistant will work alongside the Lead 
Administrative Assistant in the front office to learn and share daily office 
procedures (including phone interaction and mail triage), Colleague 
database use (curating and entering data, batching donations, and 
creating donor letters), banking protocols, and office cycles including 
donation appeals, monthly publication support, and Board meeting 
duties. Experience in Word and Excel necessary. Encouraging work 
environment. Come join our ministry! 

Visit www.oc.edu/careers/job-postings for more information.

https://www.oc.edu/careers/job-postings
https://christianchronicle.org/holysee/
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learn more at mathetis.org

Use Mathetis to study God’s word with friends and family.  
Mathetis is a social network for studying interactive Bible 
courses together online. It’s easy! Select a course, create a 
group, and invite friends to join your study!

A Social Network for Spiritual Growth

Looking for a
trustworthy Bible 
study app?

INVEST IN ONE.
IMPACT THOUSANDS.

A special video for you 
from our trainers in Uganda

https://www.mathetis.org/
https://www.hhi.org/impactthousands
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