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aron Tremblay, now a minister 
in the Nashville, Tenn., area, 
preached for 10 years for the 
75-member Leominster Church of 

Christ in Massachusetts. 
In Tremblay’s native New England, 

congregations tend to be small and 
isolated, the 37-year-old minister noted.

“But what helps them continue on, even 
though in some cases the churches are only 
25 or 30 people, is that they stay connected,” 
he said. “That’s the only way they survive.”

It’s different in Tennessee: Hundreds of 
Churches of Christ — often with 300, 500 
or even 1,500 members — encompass 
the Nashville area. 

Historically, those congregations 
compete for members and attention, 
Tremblay and other preachers told The 
Christian Chronicle. 

But as overall attendance numbers shrink 
in Music City — and across the United 
States — the ministers see a profound 
need for Christians to come together.

To that end, five Nashville-area 
congregations — including the church 
where Tremblay preaches — organized 
a special series this summer dubbed 
“Greater Together.”

Real news 
that honors God
Vol. 79, No. 9 | September 2022

An international newspaper 
for Churches of Christ

www.christianchronicle.org

RABEEH ELASSAL, BLUE DAHLIA PHOTOGRAPHY

Christopher Jackson, left, and Aaron 
Tremblay at the Smyrna Church of Christ.

See NASHVILLE, Page 8

In Nashville, 
five churches 
come together
AT SUNDAY NIGHT gatherings dubbed 
‘Greater Together,’ Christians 
worship and enjoy fellowship meals.

BY JERRY MITCHELL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

DZODZE, Ghana

John Morkli has a dream.
“The vision is to get a move-

ment to send the Gospel to 
every corner of Ghana and 

Togo,” said the 49-year-old preacher 
and businessman. “I’m trumpeting 
what Jesus said, ‘Go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to observe all things I 
have commanded you.’”

He gives God the glory for what 

has happened here.
Three decades ago, the first 

Church of Christ opened its doors 
in this town of less than 20,000, a 
few hours northeast of Ghana’s 
coastal capital, Accra. Today, 
Greater Dzodze has expanded to 
more than 30 congregations with 
an estimated 5,000 members.

And this community is far from 
alone. Churches of Christ are 
springing up across this part of 
West Africa. Last year, a 10-day cam-
paign in northern Togo led to 2,800 
baptisms. February’s campaign 
was no less breathtaking with 1,537 

baptisms and 47 new churches.
New churches continue to rise 

in these fertile fields, despite 
no preachers and no facilities in 
many places, said Keith Johnson, 
Africa coordinator for World Bible 
Institute. “The work in Africa is 
growing faster than anywhere else.”

Ghana-Togo Mission has 
planted and aided more than 250 
congregations in Ghana and 150 
in Togo by building each a frame 
with a tin roof to block the sum-
mer heat and to keep members 
dry during Africa’s rainy season. 

See WEST AFRICA, Page 16

‘The Gospel is for the poor’
DESIRE TO FULFILL the Great Commission drives a minister in West Africa’s fertile fields. 

JERRY MITCHELL

A girl carries her baby sister across a cattle field near the West African village of Koumassi, Togo.

https://christianchronicle.org/the-gospel-is-for-the-poor/
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Bachelor of Biblical Studies
Area of Emphasis

FAMILY AND
YOUTH MINISTRY
The two-year Bachelor of Biblical
Studies degree is the core training
program at SIBI. Students study 40
courses equaling 120 college-level
credit hours that cover the entire
Bible. Each student also chooses a
four-course emphasis in preparation
for his or her chosen ministry. Call us
today to learn how you can be a part
of the Family & Youth Ministry
program.800.658.9553     www.sunset.bible
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CINCINNATI

In some ways, in many ways, they 
couldn’t be more different.

Greg Jasper, 51, 
was born and raised 

in Cincinnati. He looks 
every inch of the vet-
eran firefighter he is. 
Fit. Tailored. Polished. 
Piercing hazel eyes and 
a boyish grin engage 
whomever he greets 
even before he speaks. 
His EMT training convinced him dur-
ing the pandemic that it wasn’t safe 
to have so many people gather in one 
location, so the Indian Mound Church 

of Christ, where he was the minister, 
went virtual for most of a year.

James Kent, 53, sports an untucked, 
pink plaid shirt with pale blue rhine-
stone cuff links that stretch 2 
inches across. Kent, a Chicago 
native, was the interim minis-
ter for the historic Kennedy 
Heights Church of Christ, 
which never closed during the 
pandemic even though he was 
fighting his own battle with dia-
betes and complications from 
congestive heart failure, and 
both he and his wife, Ivy, had cancer.

In other ways, these two men trav-
eled similar roads before their paths 
converged along with the congrega-
tions they led.

When the pandemic began, Jasper’s 
congregation was already three 
churches in one. Back in 2017, the 
Norwood Church of Christ, a pre-

dominantly White group, had 
merged with the predomi-
nantly Black Madisonville 
Church of Christ to become 
Indian Mound. The two 
met in the same building as 
a third body, the Spanish-
speaking Iglesia de Cristo, 
just three miles from the 
historic Kennedy Heights 

church where Jasper grew up.   
“The historic” part is important 

to both of them. The congregation 
that meets today in the 1980s era 
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FAIRFAX, Va.

It’s just before 1 p.m. on the East 
Coast as Jerri Harrington hits the 
play button on a video about Jesus.

Roughly 7,500 miles away, it’s 
almost 8 p.m. in the capital of Kenya as 
six African girls watch the film, part of 
the “Story of Redemption” series.

The teacher, a longtime member 
of the Fairfax Church of Christ in 
this Washington, D.C., suburb, and 
the students, served by the Made 
in the Streets ministry in Nairobi, 
connect each Thursday via Zoom 
videoconferencing.

“It’s not about bringing people to a 
building anymore,” Harrington said 
of sharing the Gospel. “The church 
is going into the world, which is what 
Jesus told us to do.”

Fairfax County, where Harrington’s 
home congregation is located, ranks 
as Virginia’s most diverse area, the 
county’s economic development 

authority notes. Three out of 10 
Fairfax County residents were born 
outside the United States, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

For years, Fairfax church members 
— including older Christians such as 
Harrington, Jan Johnson and Juanita
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See BRANSON, Page 4 

BRANSON, Mo.

Iblink, and I’m a child 
again.

It’s the late 1970s, and 
I’m bickering with my 

younger brother and sister 
over my birthright: a larger 
allotment of space in the back 

of our fami-
ly’s station 
wagon. 

We’re 
driving down 
the inter-
state, headed 
to my grand-
parents’ 
home in 
southeastern 
Missouri’s 

Bootheel. Or maybe we’re off 
to Libertyland or Opryland — 
since-closed theme parks in 
Tennessee.

Sometimes, we pack fried 
bologna sandwiches for the 
ride and stop for a picnic. 
Other times, we pull into a 
fast-food joint — a treat in 
those bygone days — and 
devour cheeseburgers, fries 
and milkshakes.

I blink again, and I’m a 
young father. 

It’s the first decade of the 
2000s, and our extended 
family rents a cabin on a 
lake in West Tennessee.

For several years, cousins, 
aunts, uncles, grandparents 
and great-grandparents spend 
a week each summer swim-
ming, fishing and grilling out. 

We bask in the sun and 
the time with loved ones. 
Eventually, as the youngest 
family members begin 
playing sports and marching 
in bands, the annual lake 
trips fade away.

Music and
memories
on the road

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

Teaching the Gospel, via Zoom
SENIOR CHRISTIANS in Virginia overcome technological fears to share Jesus around the world.

Better as one: Churches merge

See CINCINNATI, Page 10

THE STORY of how two Cincinnati congregations came together offers insights.

PAULSEN ASITIBA

Girls served by Made for the Streets in Kenya participate in an online Bible study.

See TECHNOLOGY, Page 12

Jasper
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I blink again, and I’m a 
grandfather.

It’s the summer of 2022, and I 
love my life as a husband, father 
and “Papa” to two absolutely perfect 
grandbabies. But I still feel nostalgic 
at times for the road trips of my 
youth, with the first family who 
made them memorable.

So when my parents, Bob and 
Judy Ross, and my sister, Christy 
Fichter, invite me to join them for 
a week in Branson — the popular 
vacation destination in the Ozark 
Mountains — I quickly accept. 

(We miss my brother, Scott Ross, 
but he has a new factory job and 
can’t get away. Someone has to keep 
America’s supply 
chain moving.)

For years, Mom 
and Dad have 
enjoyed going to 
Branson. They 
love the southwest 
Missouri commu-
nity’s country 
music shows as 
well as its displays 
of patriotism 
and apprecia-
tion for veterans. 
Besides preaching 
for decades, my 
father is a retired 
Air Force master 
sergeant.

But this is my first time to experi-
ence the sweetly hokey tourist town 
of 11,500.

Hitting the highway after Sunday 
morning worship, my sister and 
parents, who live in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth area, pick me up at a Love’s 
Country Store in Oklahoma City. 

As we begin the five-hour drive 
to our destination, it seems like old 
times — except that there’s plenty 
of room in the extended-length Ford 
Expedition (it helps that Christy’s 
husband, Josh, is the general 
manager at a dealership). And no 
one mentions stopping for a road-
side lunch of bologna sandwiches.

We time the trip to coincide with 
Mom’s 75th birthday, a milestone 
worthy of celebrating. 

As we cruise into Branson, Dolly 
Parton and Elvis Presley (his cousin 
at least) greet us from colorful bill-

boards promoting themed shows.
There’s not a lot of arguing over 

where to eat — we all still like the 
same kinds of food. 

Nearly every day, we slide into 
a booth at Cakes & Cream Fifties 
Diner & Drive In. I kept forgetting to 
bring quarters for the jukebox, but I 
highly recommend the grilled cheese 
sandwiches and ice cream sundaes.

Country music has played on our 
family’s car radio for as long as I 
can remember, so the focus of our 
first nightly show in Branson — the 
biggest hits of the past 50 years — 
thrills me.

Perusing antique shops usually 
isn’t my favorite pastime, but I’m old 
enough to realize these moments 

with family won’t 
last forever. So I do 
my best to savor 
every one. 

Helping to support 
Branson’s economy, 
I buy my grandchil-
dren (and myself) 
souvenir T-shirts at 
Dick’s 5 & 10.

Other fun memo-
ries from our trip: 
Eating meals at 
places with giant  
chickens and cows 
out front (not real 
ones). Taking a 
picture beside a big 
Ronald Reagan head 

(Branson is big on God, country and 
conservative politicians). Touring 
the local Titanic museum (I enjoyed 
it, even though I’m not sure I’d pay 
$35 to do it again).

I blink, and I can’t believe our trip is 
over so soon. Life moves so quickly. 
The Bible says so in James 4:14.

Here’s my advice: Take advantage 
of opportunities to make memories 
with loved ones. 

You don’t have to go to Branson. 
But do pay more attention to your 
family than you do your smartphone 
or big-screen TV. Jump at opportuni-
ties to spend quality time with those 
close to you.

As country singer Kenny Chesney 
put it in a hit song, “Don’t blink.”

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross. 

BRANSON: Life lessons on a family road trip 
FROM PAGE 3

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ROSS FAMILY

A keepsake photo of the Rosses, taken 
at Clay Cooper Theatre in Branson, Mo.
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A tractor-trailer rig full of 
groceries and emergency supplies 
was more than the 40-member 
Lothair Church of Christ in Hazard, 
Ky., could fit in its building.

So church members — eager to 
help struggling neighbors in flood-
stricken Appalachia — unloaded 
the truck at nearby East Perry 
Elementary School.

Within hours, the congregation 
had given away most of the roughly 
300 food boxes provided by 
Churches of Christ Disaster Relief 
Effort Inc. in Nashville, Tenn., 
minister Larry 
Hendrix said.

“They 
brought 
wheelbarrows, 
shovels, rakes, 
clothes for men 
and women, 
personal 
hygiene stuff,” 
said Hendrix, 
the Lothair 
church’s 
preacher since 
2002.

“Everybody 
was so 
appreciative 
and happy,” the minister said of 
those helped. “It’s a sad situation.”

The rapid distribution illustrates 
the extreme need after recent 
torrential rains that led to flash 
flooding claimed at least 39 lives 
in eastern Kentucky. Extensive 
flooding also hit parts of western 
Virginia and southern West Virginia.

“We’ve never witnessed anything 
this bad,” Hendrix said. “Actually, 
there’s some of the hollows where 
people live — there may be 10 or 
15 houses — and they’re gone. The 
flood just swept them all away.”

FULL STORY: christianchronicle.org/kyflooding

BY CALVIN COCKRELL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

s a Christian and a big fan of 
Batman — a superhero who 
fights for justice — Mark 
Racop had never been on the 

wrong side of the law.
But that’s where the 57-year-old 

Batmobile maker, who preaches part 
time for the Yorktown Road Church 
of Christ in Logansport, Ind., found 
himself when a team from the San 
Mateo County Sheriff’s Department 
in California raided the garage of his 
company, Fiberglass Freaks.

“I have never felt more humiliated 
and more at loss than that particular 
day,” Racop told The Christian 
Chronicle. “I am on the side of the law. 
… This was a completely different 
side of things than I had ever faced 
— and I hope to never face again.”

Racop’s love for Batman began 
when he first saw the 1960s TV 
series as a toddler. At 11, he was 
taken by his father to an antique auto 
museum in Chicago, where he saw 
one of the original Batmobiles from 
the show built by George Barris.

“That cemented the dream that 
not only was I going to own the 
Batmobile someday, I was going to 
build it,” Racop said. 

In 2003, he founded Fiberglass 
Freaks to start building Batmobiles 
professionally. He and his team took 
their first car to auction and posted 
a video on YouTube of its delivery. 
Orders poured in. 

He attracted the attention of 
Batman creator DC Comics, which 
was so pleased with the quality 
of his work that the comic book 
publisher made Fiberglass Freaks 
the only licensed Batmobile maker.

The company has taken a total of 
37 Batmobile orders over the past 
19 years. Racop has five orders left 
to fill before he plans to retire.

HOLY POLICE RAID, BATMAN!
One of those orders was for a 

California real estate agent who 
Racop said stopped making payments 

on his Batmobile for eight months 
during production.

Racop bumped the realtor to the 
back of the line. The customer 
eventually paid off his Batmobile 
entirely — which wasn’t required 
— but Racop said that the customer 
was “furious” that he lost his place.

The customer tried unsuccessfully 
to have charges filed against Racop 
in Indiana and California, San 
Francisco’s ABC 7 
reported. A civil suit in 
California also failed. 

Finally, Racop said, 
the customer asked 
his friend, San Mateo 
County Sheriff Carlos 
Bolanos, for a favor. 

“That favor was to 
intimidate and harass 
me and bring charges against me in 
California,” Racop said.

A lieutenant, a sergeant and two 
deputies from the San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Department traveled more 
than 2,000 miles to raid Racop’s shop, 
take him to jail — though he was 
released after an hour — freeze his 
bank account and charge him with 
“obtaining money by false pretenses 
and diversion of construction funds,” 
ABC 7 reported.

‘JUSTICE FOR BATMAN’
Members of the Yorktown Road 

church, along with some of the 
4 million people who have seen 
Racop’s story on YouTube, have 
rallied to his defense.

“Everybody knows my character,” 
he said. “Everybody knows me, and 
they know that I would never do 
anything like this. Everybody has 
come to my support.”

Supporters have donated more 
than $10,000 to a GoFundMe 
for Racop, named “Justice for 
Batman.” He said the money will 
help with attorney fees and travel 
expenses for the case against him 
in California — his arraignment has 
been canceled, but the case hasn’t 
been officially dropped — along 
with payroll while the company 
bank account is frozen.

“And I am a very blessed man,” 
Racop added. “I’m blown away, 
and it gives me some more faith 
in humanity because my view of 
humanity had dropped quite a bit, 
and this has restored some of my 
faith in humanity that God is at 
work, and maybe I was being tested.

“We know we’re supposed to 
face trials and tribulations, and I’m 
certainly facing mine right now.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARK RACOP

Indiana minister Mark Racop shows off one of his custom-built Batmobiles. 
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Batmobile-building minister faces ‘trials 
and tribulations’ after bizarre police raid 

Churches help 
flood-stricken 
Appalachia

Racop

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LARRY HENDRIX

In Hazard, Ky., 
volunteers 
distribute boxes 
provided by CCDRE. 
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EDMOND, Okla.

For the Edmond Church of 
Christ, VBS stands for Very 
Busy Summer.

Actually, preparations for the 
1,100-member congregation’s 

Vacation Bible School begin nine 
months in advance, Chara Watson 
said. She directs the 25-minute dramas 
that open four nights of Bible lessons, 
crafts and — of course — snacks for 
children from age 3 to fifth grade.

Leading up to the performances 
are long weeks of scripting, staging 
and costuming for a cast of 50 — 
some teens, some age 80 and up.

“Many of the cast members work 
full time and come straight from work 
to daily practice until 10 p.m.,” said 
Meredith Graham, who has volun-
teered with the church’s VBS for five 
years. “So many church members and 
youth group members are involved in 
setting up, tearing down … decorating, 
designing, sewing, cleaning costumes.”

The result: a four-part, a cappella, 
off-Broadway musical in central 

Oklahoma. Through repurposed pop 
songs, Disney anthems and song book 
selections the cast shares the Good 
News with children — and more than 
a few of their parents, who make sure 
to stick around for the performances.

BRAVERY, BETRAYAL AND TAYLOR SWIFT
“Esther: For a Time Like This” 

was the theme of this year’s VBS, 
the Edmond church’s 30th. The 
producers follow a seven-year plan, 
basing their dramas on the lives of 
David, Joseph, Esther, Daniel and 
Moses plus two years that cover the 

life and the crucifixion of Christ. 
Then the cycle restarts for the next 
generation of children.

For Watson, an Edmond church 
member and fine arts director 
at nearby Oklahoma Christian 
Academy, it was her ninth year 
directing the VBS drama. She 
earned a master’s in communication 
and storytelling studies from East 
Tennessee State University and has 
written scripts for the dramas for 
the past decade. Her father, Phil 
Sanders, is a longtime minister and 
host of the national TV ministry “In 
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DAVID WALDO

The cast of “Esther: For a Time Like This” sings an a cappella rendition of Bethel Music’s “Raise a Hallelujah” during the Edmond Church of Christ’s Vacation Bible School.

In Oklahoma, VBS is one big drama
IT’S MORE THAN CRAFTS and cookies for a congregation that uses a cast of 50 for its Vacation Bible School.



Search of the Lord’s Way,” which is 
sponsored by the Edmond church. 
Sanders portrayed Lazarus, whom 
Jesus raised from the dead, in the 
drama a few years ago.

The book of Esther, from the Old 
Testament, chronicles the life of a 
young woman named Hadassah, 
one of the Jewish exiles living in 
Persia after the Babylonian captivity. 
Thrust unwillingly into the role of 
queen, she must risk her life to save 
her people from genocide.

Despite its severity, the story 
allows for the occasional laugh. 
During the Edmond church’s previ-
ous rendition of Esther, a middle-
aged King Xerxes gazed wistfully at a 
picture of his deposed queen, Vashti, 
and sang Taylor Swift’s “We Are 
Never Ever Getting Back Together.”

For this year’s performance, 
Watson rewrote the 
script and struck a 
more serious tone. 
She cast a younger, 
more unsure-of-him-
self King Xerxes who 
falls under the influ-
ence of his manipula-
tive, opportunistic 
adviser, Haman.

The story opens with Hadassah 
coming to live under the care of her 
cousin, Mordecai, after the death of 
her parents. She learns about the 
importance of her Jewish faith and 
heritage. Watson sought to highlight 
the socioeconomic and cultural dif-
ferences between the exiled Israelites 
and their Persian neighbors.

The core theme remains the same, 
Watson said: “Essentially, the idea is 
that God sees us and prepares us for 
whatever he wants us to be able to do.  

“A storyteller can imbue a story 
with a particular meaning in the 
way that they tell it,” she added. 
“However, the listener is also going 
to find their own meaning.”

‘WE ARE BEING SERVED IN RETURN’
Indeed, there were myriad take-

aways among the nearly 300 children 
who attended this year’s VBS. Sadie 
Bodine, age 7, said that she loved 
Queen Esther “because she was 
so beautiful and had a crown. She 
was brave and trusted in God.” Her 
brother, Levi, age 5, said that his 
favorite part of the experience was 
the nightly snacks. But he also liked it 
when Haman was killed (offstage, of 

course) on the very pole he had con-
structed for Mordecai’s execution.

Their parents, Jonathan and Amanda 
Bodine, grew up going to VBS. Amanda 
Bodine said she was impressed — not 
only by the drama, but also by the 
organization of the entire event.

TJ Norman, 35, played one of the 
eunuchs who attempted to assas-
sinate King Xerxes — a plot uncov-
ered by Mordecai. It was Norman’s 
eighth year to perform.

“The friendships here are awesome,” 
he said. In a large congregation, “I’m 
not going to meet them otherwise.”

Meredith Graham, a high school 
English teacher at Oklahoma 
Christian Academy, said that VBS 
provides her congregation with 
opportunities to serve across multi-
ple generations. As they serve their 
community, “we are being served in 
return,” she said.

FROM PARTICIPANT TO PERFORMER
Sylvan Gordon, the drama’s pro-

ducer and an elder of the Edmond 
church, has been involved in the 
congregation’s VBS since 1992. In 
the past three decades, he’s seen 
the event grow dramatically — in 
scope and in popularity.

“We have other churches in town 
that have called and wanted to 
know, ‘When are you doing your 
VBS? We don’t want to compete 
against you,’” he said.

In the past five years or so, he’s 
also noted a growing sense of com-
mitment among cast members. 
Many approach him shortly after 
the production wraps and ask, “Now, 
you’ve got me down for next year?”

“They want to be a part of it,” 
Gordon said. “They see the effect of 
what we do with the kids in bringing 
stories to life.”

One of Graham’s daughters, 
Gracie, grew up coming to the 
Edmond VBS. Now a sophomore at 
Oklahoma Christian Academy, “I’m 
privileged to help with performing 
to the generations to come,” Gracie 
Graham said. “The people are always 
so fun and easy to be around.”

Despite the busy summer sched-
ule, “I absolutely loved it,” she said, 
“and will definitely be coming back 
next year.”

 
SEE VIDEOS of the Edmond church’s VBS dramas 
at christianchronicle.org/edmondvbs or on the 
Edmond Church of Christ’s YouTube channel.
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For four straight Sunday nights, 
the congregations got together for 
worship and fellowship meals.

The services joined Christians of 
different races and languages. 

Attendance exceeded expecta-
tions, starting at 568 and rising as 
high as 932, organizers said.

“I have valued the … simple 
worship services with meals and 
fellowship,” said Mark Adams, pulpit 
minister for the Tusculum Church 
of Christ in Nashville. “But I think 
a very critical component … is that 
we are doing this with other sister 
congregations that are in the same 
area, so we can get to each other’s 
congregations easily.”

Buoyed by the crowds — and the 
enthusiasm — the churches’ leaders 
pray a long-term unity effort might 
take off. They talk excitedly about 
the possibility of shared ministries 
and ongoing multi-congregational 
gatherings.

“God’s doing great things with 
all of our churches individually, 
no question,” said Tremblay, who 
serves the Smyrna Church of 
Christ, a congregation begun in 
1882, about 20 miles southeast of 
Nashville. “But we just thought, 
‘Man, if … God is able to work 
through us individually, then surely 
God could do something if we all 
came together.’”

MOMENTUM TOWARD UNITY
And to think it all started with a 

lunch invitation.
That story requires a bit of context: 

In the last few years, two century-old 
congregations in Antioch — a com-
munity with a biblical 
name halfway between 
Nashville and Smyrna 
— made historic hires.

Just before the 
COVID-19 lockdown 
in 2020, Joshua 
Jackson joined the 
Rural Hill Church of 
Christ in Antioch as 
its lead minister. The congregation, 
launched in 1913, is about 40 per-
cent White, 40 percent Black and 20 
percent Hispanic. However, Jackson 
is its first-ever Black staff member.

“That diversity was part of the rea-
son why I wanted to come here,” said 
Jackson, 35, who earned degrees 
at Abilene Christian University and 
Emory University’s Candler School 
of Theology. “I had never seen a 
Church of Christ like this. I didn’t 
think it was real, honestly.”

Then in 2021, the Antioch Church 
of Christ welcomed Patterson 
Morgan as its preaching/teaching 
minister. The congregation, with 
roots dating back to 1894, is roughly 
two-thirds White with Black and 
Hispanic members comprising 

the remaining one-
third. But Morgan, 
38, who grew up 
in the Caribbean 
island nation of 
Trinidad and Tobago 
before attending 
Harding University, 
is the church’s first 
preacher of color.

Enter Christopher Jackson, 40, 
who has preached since 2018 for the 
Jackson Street Church of Christ, a 
predominantly Black congregation 
in Nashville. Started in 1896, the 

church’s founders included the late 
Marshall Keeble, the famous Black 
traveling evangelist.

Last year, Christopher Jackson, no 
relation to Joshua Jackson, invited the 
new ministers in Antioch to lunch — a 
way of welcoming them to the area.

“He was like, ‘Hey, let’s just get 
together and hang out,’” Joshua 
Jackson recalled. “And then we 
were like, ‘Let’s just do this every 
month.’ … And then the second 
time we got together, I invited Aaron 
(Tremblay), and Aaron came.

“Most of us were somewhat new 
to the Nashville area,” the Rural 
Hill minister added. “We didn’t have 
a whole lot of community, and as 
preachers, it’s a lonely world some-
times. So it was just helpful to have 
other preachers to kind of lament 
what was going on in our congrega-
tions in the midst of COVID.”

BREAD AND BRAINSTORMING
As the ministers broke bread each 

month, they grew closer.
Eventually, one of the preachers 

asked why — if they could enjoy 
such close-knit fellowship — their 

respective congregations never did 
anything together.

“Just out of that, something amaz-
ing took place,” Joshua Jackson 
said. “It was just this (question of), 
‘What if we tried to do something 
simple, low-key, where our congre-
gations could meet together?’ And 
we just started brainstorming.”

That brainstorming began just 
before Adams, 41, a Nashville native, 
returned to his hometown earlier 
this year to preach for the Tusculum 
church, which formed in 1957. 

The original group of four minis-
ters invited Adams to join the discus-
sions, and the “Greater Together” 
effort grew to five congregations.

The ministers decided that the 
four congregations that were closest 
geographically — Antioch, Rural 
Hill, Smyrna and Tusculum — 
should host the gatherings.

Jackson, the Jackson Street minister, 
agreed to preach each Sunday night.

“So Christopher put work into ser-
mon prep,” Adams said. “The rest of us 
put work into planning and logistics.”

Said Christopher Jackson: “From 
an African American standpoint, our 

8   THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE ACROSS THE NATION SEPTEMBER 2022

FROM PAGE 1

NASHVILLE: Leaders trust God as churches get together

RABEEH ELASSAL, BLUE DAHLIA PHOTOGRAPHY

Jerry Burgess, left, and Mark Rollins operate the PowerPoint slides and sound technology during the “Greater 
Together” gathering hosted by the Smyrna Church of Christ in Tennessee. 

J. Jackson Morgan



elders were sort of nervous about 
COVID and everything. And so while 
we didn’t host it, I was just grateful for 
Aaron and Patterson and all of them 
for asking me to be the speaker.

“And while it took a little while for 
my congregation to catch on,” the 
Jackson Street minister added, “I 
was really proud of them because, 
especially at the last one, they defi-
nitely showed up in large numbers. 
So it was just beautiful.”

Morgan, the Antioch minister, 
said he welcomed the opportunity 
to worship with fellow Christians of 
different backgrounds. 

His congregation’s community 
minister, José Nieto, helped orga-
nize the Spanish hymns and sermon 
translation.

“I just believe there’s a benefit 
to multiculturalism,” Morgan said, 
“because we expand our experience, 
and we expand our learning.”

FUTURE PLANS
All five congregations involved 

in the “Greater Together” series 
reported weekly attendance of 
500 or more in the 2018 edition of 
“Churches of Christ in the United 
States,” the latest edition published 
by 21st Century Christian.

But in general, their numbers are 
down by as much as one-third since 
the pandemic began in early 2020.

Might “Greater Together” play a 
role in a post-COVID revival?

“I think everybody has a general 
sense that more is supposed to come 

from this,” Adams said. 
Already, a sixth congregation, 

the Una Church of Christ, which is 
in Nashville but near Antioch, has 
expressed a desire to join the effort. 
Darrick Shepherd, who will be the 

new preacher starting 
Sept. 1, wants to help.

Looking toward the 
fall, Tremblay has 
received approval from 
Smyrna city officials 
to host a Walk4Water 
fundraiser for Healing 
Hands International 
on Oct. 16. 

Healing Hands, a Nashville-based 
ministry associated with Churches 
of Christ, drills water wells in poor 
countries around the world.

Plans call for a four-mile walk that 
Sunday followed by a joint worship 
assembly.

“It’s just the first attempt at us 
tapping into the power of six con-
gregations coming together for a 
purpose,” said Tremblay, who hopes 
each church’s members will invite 
friends and neighbors to join the 
Walk4Water. 

The record number of participants 
at Healing Hands’ Walk4Water 
events nationwide is 677.

Tremblay’s goal for the “Greater 
Together” walk is 1,000, which would 
be a record. But with God’s help, 
he’s confident the event can draw 
that large a crowd — or even more.

WEBSITE: greatertogetherministries.com
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Christoval Church of Christ is seeking an evangelistic-minded minister 
to help us impact the community through study, outreach, and transformation. 
Under the supervision of our lead minister, the minister’s primary responsibility 
is to develop, coordinate, and implement the youth and outreach ministries. In 
addition, the role will include responsibility in the following areas: service times, 
outreach, social media, and youth/family. We are seeking a man with strong Biblical 
knowledge, excellent communication, the gift of evangelism, and a servant 
heart. Call or email for further information: 

(325) 315-4061 or christovalcoc@gmail.com
17917 US Highway 277 S, Christoval, TX 76935 

http://christovalcoc.org

Youth and Outreach Minister - Christoval, Texas

 

The Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ, located in Detroit, Mich., is searching for a 
dynamic, scripturally sound, and spiritually led individual to fill the position of full-time 
minister. The new minister will continue the work of our present Minister of 45 years, Dallas 
Walker, Jr. Our new minister will work closely with our Elders and Deacons to enrich the 
congregation, help develop a more youth-based ministry, and spread the gospel to the 
surrounding community. Our congregation is approximately 400 members strong and has 
a wide-reaching online audience through Facebook and YouTube. For the last 60 years, 
we have been a “growing, peaceful congregation striving to serve God and mankind.” We 
do provide a competitive salary plus benefits package and will help with moving costs. If 
you feel you are the right person to help us fulfill our mission and would like to apply, please 
send your resume to: 

wyoming1churchofchrist@gmail.com or
Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ • 20131 Wyoming Avenue • Detroit, MI 48221

Attention: Minister Search Group

Full-time Minister - Detroit, Mich.

 

The Ovilla Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Youth Minister with a passion for 
discipling young people with the gospel. The young adult male candidate needs to have 
a heart for working and relating well with youth between the ages of 12 to 18, their 
parents, and other adult volunteers in the church. We are seeking someone who has an 
excellent knowledge of the scriptures and is able to teach the young people God’s Word 
and how it relates to them in their lives. A degree from a Christian university is preferred but 
not required. Ability to lead singing is a plus. We are a congregation of about 125 families 
with an active youth group of about 25 teens. We are a “bedroom” community in the DFW 
area, about 25 miles south of Dallas, Texas. Interested applicants should contact:

Michael Elrod, Minister • Cell: 972-515-9689 • Email: melrod55@gmail.com 
or contact one of the elders: Steven Grosshuesch, Huey Hamilton, 

or Johnny Knight at the church: 972-617-7447

Full-time Youth Minister - Ovilla, Texas

The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the 
lost to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future 
not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and 
a desire to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership and instruction and be a 
role model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of integrity in all 
aspects of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being 
open to sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.

For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

RABEEH ELASSAL, BLUE DAHLIA PHOTOGRAPHY

Christians from five congregations in the Nashville, Tenn., area enjoy a 
Sunday night fellowship meal hosted by the Smyrna Church of Christ.

Adams



building on Red Bank Road has 
taken the name The Church of 
Christ at Kennedy Heights, signify-
ing change but honoring the past. 

It includes the Spanish-speaking 
group, which meets for Sunday 
worship at 3 p.m., though they’ve 
already joined for the first of what 
Jasper hopes will be bimonthly bilin-
gual worship services.

The merger of the two congrega-
tions — Indian Mound and the 
original Kennedy Heights — cul-
minated the first Sunday in March 
after a process begun formally in 
December 2021 but originating in 
conversations that preceded the 
pandemic.

As congregations nationwide 
look for ways to sustain healthy 
fellowships while numbers decline, 
leaders of Kennedy Heights and 
Indian Mound found a way through 
unification.

Tracking the lineage of the pre-
dominantly Black congregations 
in Cincinnati almost requires a 
Venn diagram. Today, there are 
three: Gray Road, which is the 
largest; Kennedy Heights; and 
a small church plant in South 
Cummunsville, called CUMO, 
which stands for Cincinnati Urban 
Ministry Outreach. It’s supported 
by one of the area’s larger White 
congregations, 
the Withamsville 
Church of Christ.  

But even before 
the historic 
Kennedy Heights 
church was 
born, there was 
Madisonville. In 
fact, on his very 
first Sunday at 
church, Jasper’s 
parents were 
called on by the 
Madisonville 
minister, 
Herbert Belle, to 
bring their infant 
son to the front, and he prayed for 
God to work in the child’s life.

In telling the story he’s heard 
retold many times, Jasper said, 
“They didn’t do that kind of thing in 

the Church of Christ then, but he 
did it. And here I am, a minister, at 
Kennedy Heights.”

‘IF ANYBODY LOVES 
THE LORD, GREG DOES’

Edie Dishon will be 87 in 
December. She became a 
member of the Norwood 
congregation 59 years ago 
and remembers when it had 
241 members and had to 
add a second Sunday ser-
vice. Over the years, how-
ever, membership declined. 
The church went back to 
one service and by 2017 
merged with Madisonville.

“People just didn’t evan-
gelize like they used to,” 
Dishon said. By the time the 

two groups merged, Norwood was 
down to just 15 people.

Pandemic challenges com-
pounded by back problems have 
relegated the widow of 15 years to 

attending worship via Facebook 
Live each week, but she still 
feels like she’s a part of the new 
Kennedy Heights group, and she 
loves minister Jasper.

“Greg is a wonderful, wonderful 
leader, and he sure does work,” 
Dishon said. “He’s sincere. If any-
body loves the Lord, Greg does.”

Jasper finished a degree in 
ministry from the now-defunct 
Cincinnati Christian University 
in 2013 and took over as senior 
minister at Madisonville that same 
year. Previously he’d spent 23 years 
at Gray Road, serving as a deacon 
and youth minister. Plus, he’s a 
lieutenant and full-time Cincinnati 
firefighter. He sure does work.

“A lot of people thought I’d be the 
successor (at Gray Road),” Jasper 
said, “but leadership had a different 
idea and brought in an outside min-
ister, and I believe the Lord led me 
to the Madisonville group.”

He’d been helping out there for 

about six months when the senior min-
ister died, and leadership asked Jasper 
to take over. At that point Norwood 
was shrinking, but Madisonville grew 
from just 15 to about 80.

A short distance away, the historic 
Kennedy Heights group was also feel-
ing the strain of numerous changes 
in leadership, style and, eventually, 
the pandemic, all of which led to Kent 
becoming interim minister.

Kent’s ministry journey through 
congregations in three states and 
overseas will soon continue in yet 
another city as senior minister for 
the Glass City Church of Christ in 
Toledo, Ohio, where his mentor, 
Robert Birt, is retiring.

Kent first met Birt when he was a 
teenager in Jacksonville, Fla., where 
he began preaching at age 17 before 
heading to Southwestern Christian 
College in Terrell, Texas, a histori-
cally Black college associated with 
Churches of Christ.

After graduating from 
Southwestern in 1989, he first 
returned to Jacksonville, then 
entered the Army and was sta-
tioned in Schweinfurt, Germany, 
where he preached on Sundays 
when the traveling evangelist 
was out of town. After completing 
his military service, he returned 
to Florida to finish a bachelor’s 
degree in computer technology at 
Florida A&M University.

“Through my church life, I was 
always singing also, and one of the 
guys I sang with in Tallahassee, his 
father used to be an elder at historical 
Kennedy Heights,” Kent explained. 

So Kent landed at the Cincinnati 
congregation for the first time in 
1995 and worshiped there for three 
years before his tech job took him 
to Kansas City. He returned in 2000 
and has been here ever since, as the 
lead minister changed several times, 
and attendance rose and fell.

A young minister, Mike Moore, 
was hired in 2014 and brought 
numerous changes, including a 
more progressive, youth-focused 
worship style and brightly colored 
stripes of orange, yellow and gray 
on the sanctuary walls. The congre-
gation, which had declined to about 
60, grew to more than 100 with the 
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Members of the Church of Christ at Kennedy Heights in Cincinnati sing hymns.
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addition of younger families. 
After Moore’s tenure, attendance 

dropped back to around 60, and 
Kent was appointed as interim 
minister. By August 2019, Kent 
said, the congregation found itself 
smaller and with depleted financial 
resources.

Because of the financial concerns, 
Kent said the leaders began discus-
sions about merging with the Indian 
Mound church, which was growing.

For Jasper, the opportunity to 
unite was never about money: “As 
soon as Moore left, Indian Mound 
was saying, ‘We’ve got to come 
together.’”

Many Indian Mound members 
had been part of Kennedy Heights 
in the past and had relatives there.

“Us coming together was better 
than us being apart,” Jasper said. “It 
didn’t matter if they had a million 
dollars in the bank; we still wanted 
to talk about coming together.”

The first combined service of the 
newly named Church of Christ at 
Kennedy Heights took place March 6.

Leaders decided the congrega-
tion would meet at the Kennedy 
Heights building, which had more 
classroom and fellowship space, 
and unlike Indian Mound, was not 
landlocked, making expansion pos-
sible. The Indian Mound facility is 
for sale.

A SUBSERVIENT ROLE
Both ministers said the transition 

has been good, but not always easy.
Just as Jasper had been passed over 

for the lead role at Gray Road years 
earlier, Kent stepped into an associ-
ate position after years of service at 
Kennedy Heights, including three as 
interim minister.

Merging the 
history, culture 
and worship 
styles of two 
congregations 
brought growing 
pains.

“Eight members 
of Indian Mound 
are not here yet 
— and others may 
be here but not 
fully comfortable,” Jasper acknowl-
edged. He plans to meet with the 
former Indian Mound members about 
their concerns.   

“The No. 1 complaint from both 

groups was not enough communica-
tion, and we’ve vowed to do better 
moving forward with anything we 

do,” the firefighter said.
The biggest compromise 

was about worship style.
Kent had continued his 

predecessor’s more progres-
sive worship style.

“The acts of worship were 
the same, but we at historic 
Kennedy Heights had gone 
to praise teams and some 
things Black churches had 
implemented with bass 
mics,” also called beat box.

Indian Mound had not, and upon 
merging Kent yielded to Jasper’s 
preference for more traditional 
worship with song leaders but no 
praise team.  

“I took a subservient role,” Kent 
explained quietly, but with a smile. 
“As leadership being a strength and a 
gift, I basically said, ‘OK, Lord, I will 
decrease.’ So, part of what I’m trying 
to do for those who’ve 
been under my leader-
ship is to maintain 
some level of presence 
while they’re building 
their confidence.”

The sacrifice was 
not lost on Jasper.

“He’s more pro-
gressive than I am, 
and to his credit, as he saw God had 
an assignment for me here, there 
was no need for us to fight over 
these things.” Jasper said. “I applaud 
what he’s done, and he did it on a 
couple of things.”

Kent said the transition fulfills 
God’s plan for him, and he believes 
the merger frees him to move on to 
the new role in Toledo.

The group also is finding ways to 
combine ministries. Jasper’s wife, 
Tracey, particularly looks forward to 
Prayer and Praise in the Park, a tradi-
tion at Indian Mound, becoming part 
of Kennedy Heights’ outreach, where 
worship is conducted outdoors in a 
public park, and onlookers join in.

Tracey Jasper, who teaches 
social and emotional learning at an 
elementary school, was also deeply 
involved in youth and women’s 
ministries at Indian Mound. And 
Kennedy Heights has a history of an 
active women’s ministry.

She is responsible for livestream-
ing Sunday worship — and a recent 
gospel meeting, one of the congre-
gation’s first big events since the 
merger became official.

Russell A. Pointer Sr., senior 
minister for the Minneapolis 
Central Church of Christ in 
Minnesota, exhorted the 50 or so 
assembled on Monday night of the 
meeting.

Sunday had seen a packed house 
of more than 100 and a potluck in 
the basement fellowship hall. 

But Pointer called the Monday 
crowd the pure in heart. “You really 
want to be here.”

He likened the merger to a 
marriage.

“What you guys did here with 
the merger — you guys have to 
be humble — somebody’s got to 
be humble,” he said. “Family is a 
messy business — at the end of the 
day you’re my family, and we’re all 
we have. Satan wants to divide you. 
God wants to unite you.”

Edie Dishon watched as many of 
the meeting sessions 
as she could from 
home on Facebook 
Live. She commends 
the unification as well.

“I think the rewards 
have been great,” 
she said. “Everyone 
seems to truly love 
one another.” 

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle 
correspondent who served for 20 years as chair 
of the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Abilene Christian University. 
Contact cheryl@christianchronicle.org.
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James Kent leads a song. Also pictured are Russell A. Pointer Sr. and Greg Jasper.

‘The No. 1 complaint 
from both groups 
was not enough 

communication, and 
we’ve vowed to do 

better moving forward.’
Greg Jasper, senior minister Dishon



Wheeler — have connected in 
person with immigrants through 
FriendSpeak. 

That program, the domestic ver-
sion of the popular international 
ministry Let’s Start Talking, helps 
foreign-born neighbors improve their 
English skills by reading the Bible.

But when the COVID-19 pandemic 
lockdown came in the spring of 2020, 
face-to-face studies with friends from 
China, El Salvador, Syria and else-
where became impossible.

James Nored, a former Fairfax 
preacher whose ministry the church 
helps support, directs the Next 
Generation for Christ outreach 
effort and produced the “Story of 
Redemption” films. 

Nored encouraged Harrington, 
Johnson and Wheeler — among oth-
ers — to take advantage of techno-
logical means to reach faith seekers 
during the pandemic.

Even before COVID-19, Nored 
urged Harrington to take her love 
for Jesus to the internet.

“James made it as easy as he 
could,” said Harrington, who has 
attended the Fairfax church for 32 
years. “He met with me 25 times 
to try to teach me Zoom, and I did 
Zoom lessons with him. But for 
some reason, it clicked during the 
pandemic. I’m sure it was God.”

Through the online studies, 
Harrington has developed a bond with 
Jane Njeri, the Kenyan girls’ guard-
ian. Two other Christian women, 
Mary Wilmon and Selam Teke, help 
Harrington mentor the girls. 

Like her peers, Johnson, a military 
wife whose family first 
came to the Fairfax 
church in 1978, was 
skeptical of her ability 
to evangelize online.

“I told Jerri and James 
that I thought the ‘Story 
of Redemption’ was 
wonderful, but I’d never 
be able to do Zoom,” 
she said in a joint inter-
view with Harrington 
and Wheeler at the 
Fairfax church. “I mean, didn’t they 
understand that I was in my 70s?”

However, a fellow Fairfax 

member, Annette Chambers, volun-
teered to help. 

“Annette said, ‘I’ve taught teenag-
ers for years. I can teach 
you,’” Johnson said. 
“And she did.”

To aid the process, 
Johnson bought a copy 
of “Zoom for Dummies.”

Now, she can’t imag-
ine not spending her 
free time online working 
to save souls.

“I think every retired 
Christian should be on 
Zoom with the videos 

sharing Christ,” Johnson said, 
“because the videos speak for you. 
I teach one-on-one with folks. Some 

people who are very talented, like 
Juanita, can teach large groups.”

Before the pandemic, Wheeler, 
a Fairfax member since 1999, 
developed relationships with Bible 
students in person. She and her 
husband, Steve, don’t have children 
of their own, but they became sur-
rogate parents to an Iranian refu-
gee family. 

“They have two children who we 
consider as our grandchildren,” 
Juanita Wheeler said. “They call us 
Grandpa and Grandma. We’re their 
family here because they cannot go 
back to Iran.”

Andréa Trujillo, a 23-year-old 
immigrant from Colombia, decided 
to be baptized after studying with 

Wheeler. She now attends the 
Fairfax church.

“She was so homesick when I first 
met her,” said Wheeler, who made 
sure to hug Trujillo after a recent 
Sunday assembly. “She was looking 
to meet anybody she could so she 
could connect with them. And the 
thing that really makes these pro-
grams work is the relationship that 
you build with the people.”

But that relationship doesn’t have 
to be in person, Wheeler said.

The pandemic taught her that.
“The connection can be via Zoom 

over the ‘Story of Redemption’ in a 
foreign country,” she said.

Wheeler teaches teenage boys in 
Kenya. “They’re fantastic,” she said. 
“These kids ask the most amazing, 
spiritual, deep questions. I’m just 
amazed at where their thoughts and 
their questions come from.”

Nored said he’s pleased to see the 
“Story of Redemption” films making 
a difference.

Moreover, he said, “Having older 
women sharing Christ with teenage 
kids taken off the streets in Kenya is 
pretty cool. But prayer and just their 
hearts for sharing Christ have been 
a big part of this as well.”

That’s not to say that the internet 
interactions don’t have occasional 
kinks. Not infrequently, internet and 
electrical problems on the African 
side delay or postpone studies, the 
women said.

“You’ve got to have a lot of 
patience,” Harrington said, “and 
be willing to kind of roll with the 
punches.”

But if these three, all senior 
Christians, can do it, 
anybody can. 

They want to make 
that clear.

“We’re definitely 
the technologically 
challenged,” Johnson 
said with a laugh.

Nored sees it 
differently.

“They all have wonderful stories of 
God at work through this,” he said. 
“They learned new skills and tech-
nology, all so they could better share 
the Gospel. … To me, these women 
are inspiring examples for us all.”
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‘I think every retired 
Christian should be 
on Zoom with the 

videos sharing Christ.’
Jan Johnson, a Virginia 

Christian who learned how 
to teach the Gospel online. 

Nored
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Immediate Opening for Full-Time Social Worker
Mount Dora Children’s Home is looking for an individual with a degree in 
social work or a closely related field that would like to be part of a vibrant, 

passionate team of Christian servants to make a difference in the lives
of children and single parent families.

For more information
Chuck Shepherd, Director of Social Services

chuck.shepherd@mdchome.org | (352) 729-9128
301 W. 13th Ave., Mount Dora, FL 32757

Educate. Equip. Empower.
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A Social Network for Spiritual Growth

JOIN MATHETIS TODAY!

Visit mathetis.org
We are currently seeking Mentors to help guide  
groups requesting assistance with our online courses.
Sign up now at mathetis.org/mentor-application.



MAO, Dominican Republic — Workers 
with One Kingdom, a mission 
supported by Churches of 
Christ, recently traveled to this 
Caribbean nation to check in with 
their longest-tenured minister, 
Prudencio Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez has worked with the 
Lousiana-based ministry, formerly 
World Radio, for more than 40 
years. In 
addition 
to church 
planting, he 
produces 
weekly 
gospel radio 
programs. 
During the 
pandemic, he 
recorded the 
programs 
on his cell 
phone in his 
bedroom. 

In Mao, a 
small town 
in north-
western 
Dominican 
Republic, 
Rodriguez 
has helped to 
plant at least 
eight congre-
gations — including churches 
of immigrants from neighboring 
Haiti. He has acquired land for the 
congregations but does not put 
the property in his name, workers 
with One Kingdom said. Instead, 
he deeds the land to the churches.

“He is lovingly referred to as, 
‘the Dominican Paul,’ by those at 
One Kingdom,” the workers said, 
“and our team is thrilled to spend 
the week working alongside him.”

Rodriguez said, “I have hope in 
the Lord that he continues to do the 
work. I think that we, as humans, 
want this message to grow so we 
can gain souls for the Lord.” 

WEBSITE: onekingdom.org

CAMBODIA
SIEM REAP — Ministry students got 
some practical experience as they 
served at Hannah’s Hope, a home for 
orphans and abandoned children in 

this Southeast 
Asian city. 

The 
students, 
from the 
Battambang 
Church of 
Christ, are 
part of E412, 
a ministry 
training 
program 
that takes its 
name from 

Ephesians 4:12 (“to equip his people 
for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up”). They filled 
in while staffers at the children’s 
home took a two-day vacation. After 
orientation and training, the students 
started working at 5 a.m. to feed 
the children and to get them ready 
for school. E412 coordinator Phanat 

Ouch took on driving duties.
“We don’t want to just study the 

Bible,” Ouch said, “but we want to 
live it out as well.” 

NIGERIA
ABEOKUTA — Comfort Egure, a long-
time leader of women’s ministry in 
Africa’s most populous 
nation, was honored 
with the Distinguished 
Christian Servant at 
the recent 22nd Bible 
lectureship of West 
Nigeria Christian 
College and School 
of Biblical Studies. 
Egure and her 
husband, Peter, worship with the 
Kado Church of Christ in Nigeria’s 
capital, Abuja, where Peter Egure has 
served as an elder.

Hundreds of Christians attended 
the lectureship, themed “Who is 
Jesus? Portraits from the Gospels.” 
The lectureship included classes 
on coping with widowhood and a 
program for children.

ZIMBABWE
MASVINGO — Some call it Village 25 
— a small, often-overlooked commu-
nity in Ward 26 of Zimbabwe’s 
Masvingo province. Workers with 
Healing Hands International call it 
“a perfect example” of a community 
transformation model “working well 

to serve people.” 
John Dube, 

Zimbabwe director 
for Healing Hands, 
a nonprofit associ-
ated with Churches 
of Christ, has over-
seen survival garden 
workshops, a bread-
making co-op and 

water projects in Ward 26. Recently, 
workers installed a water well in 
Village 25. Community member 
Winnie Chingema compared it to 
“crossing over the Red Sea to the land 
of Canaan. Our garden will start to 
perform well and be evergreen.” 

In the three years since Dube 
began working in the area, two 
churches have been planted.
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Ryan Lee, left, 
of One Kingdom 
and Prudencio 
Rodriguez take 
the Gospel to new 
heights in the 
Dominican Republic.

Members of a young Church of Christ that meets in a home in the village of Namagoma, Uganda, listen as visiting minister 
Michael Simbwa teaches from Acts 2:42-47 (“They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts”). 
Simbwa ministers for the Mityana Church of Christ, which meets about three hours northeast of the house church. 
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‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching ...’

S P O T L I G H T

Serving with the 
‘Dominican Paul’
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Students in the E412 
program serve at 
Hannah’s Hope.

Egure Dube



When Johnson left his native South 
Africa in 1985, he was told the conti-
nent would be sending missionaries to 
America in the next 50 years, he said.

He shook his head. “It’s already 
happening.”

As for why the Gospel is spreading 
faster in Africa than elsewhere, Morkli 
explained, “The Gospel is for the poor.”

And when the poor become dis-
ciples of Christ, they are eager to 
help others just like them, he said. 
“When people are rich, they say 
they don’t have the time.”

‘STORING UP … TREASURES IN HEAVEN’
Morkli pointed to a neighborhood. 

Many homes here are built with unfin-
ished concrete blocks. Most have tin 
roofs, while some have only thatched 
roofs. None have clean water.

To get water to drink, people must 
walk miles to a creek, which they 
share with the animals.

“People have nothing here, so 
they’re not thinking, ‘I’m leaving 
my things behind,’” Morkli said. 
“Instead, they’re thinking of storing 
up their treasures in heaven.”

Doc Turk, a servant at the Pine 
Tree Church of Christ in Longview, 
Texas, who oversees Ghana-Togo 
Mission, works closely with Morkli. 

“If there’s a Paul in this century, 
it’s John,” Turk said. “He never 
stops. He’s the greatest disciple 
maker I’ve ever seen.”

So far, the mission has built six 
preaching schools in Togo and two 
in Ghana. “We need to quickly train 
men to take care of these churches,” 
Turk said. “We’ve probably got 
100 preachers in training in Togo, 
and we’ve already 
graduated five or six 
classes in Togo.”

Last year, he said, 
Ghana-Togo Mission 
received a little over 
$700,000 in dona-
tions, with unwaver-
ing support from 
11 churches across 
Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas. 
Every penny supported church 
planting, disciple training, preaching 
schools, church construction and 
local preachers, because there is no 
overhead, he said.

On the U.S. side, “we are all self-
funded,” said the former industrial 
sales and oil field manager. “I retired 
early so I could do this full time.” 

The mission work goes forward, 
depending on the Lord to provide, 
he said. “We stay at a zero balance 
and pray for what is needed next.”

Decades ago, he and his wife 
began spending their vacations on 
short-term missions. He swore he 
would never go to Africa, but God 
had other plans, he said.

He promised missionary Ben Fulks 
he would join him. That once-a-year 
trip to Ghana turned into three trips, 
and Fulks eventually asked him to 

become his replacement.
“I’m kind of like Moses,” Turk said. 

“I don’t bring much to the table, but 
the least qualified is the one whom 
God seems to do the most with.”

In Togo, there is a race for souls, 
because many are coming out of 
animism and idol worship, he said. 
“They haven’t heard anything and 
are unreached. They’re wide open to 
the Gospel.”

The people there embrace the 
Gospel easily, because they “have a 
childlike faith,” he said. “They live 
a simplistic life. If they eat a decent 
meal a day, they consider them-
selves blessed.”

And when they hear that Jesus died 
for their sins, flocks of people become 
disciples, he said. “God is doing big 
things. I’m hanging on for the ride.”

DEMAND FOR PREACHING SCHOOLS
Johnson said construction of 

preaching schools across Africa 
is struggling to keep up with the 
intense demand.

“At present we work with Bible 
schools in Ghana, Togo, Kenya, 
North Cameroon and Zambia,” 
he said. “We are also working on 
potential schools in South Africa in 
four different provinces: Zambia, 
Mozambique, Malawi, Zimbabwe 
and Botswana.”

World Bible Institute, which seeks 
to develop preaching schools and 
mission efforts that are indigenous 
and self-supporting, is providing the 

curricula to all the schools, which 
are teaching many new Christians.

“We want to work alongside fellow 
servants of Jesus,” said Johnson, 
a longtime youth minister turned 
preacher. “We’re not telling people 
what to do.”

He felt compelled to get involved 
in the work in Africa because he 
was born, along with nine brothers 
and sisters, in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa, he said. “I couldn’t forget 
where I came from.”

World Bible Institute — directed 
by Chancellor J.J. Turner and the 
elders of the McDonough Church 
of Christ in Georgia — works with 
“preaching schools all over the 
world,” Johnson said, “but my con-
centration is in Africa.”

The institute’s president, David 
Hamrick, recruited Johnson in 2018.

For the past several years, he 
has traveled across the continent, 
“spending time getting to know 
languages, customs and people,” 
he said. “Just recently, I made a 

sweep through South 
Africa, Botswana and 
Lesotho to check 
on locations to start 
preaching schools.”

The support of indi-
viduals and churches 
has made this work 
possible, he said. “We 
want to thank them 

for making a difference in Africa.”

TAKING A STEP IN FAITH
Dzodze Bedzeme Church of Christ, 

where Morkli is the preacher, is rent-
ing a roofed space that seats no more 
than 160. The rest of the more than 
300 who attend each Sunday must sit 
or stand outside. Recently, the atten-
dance spiked to 400.

The congregation is hoping to buy 
a now-closed motel for $48,000. The 
Ore City Church of Christ in Texas 
has already donated $15,000 toward 
the purchase.

“It’s a better location and could 
seat 500,” Morkli said.

Through individual donors, Ghana-
Togo Mission built the nonprofit 
Dzodze Ghana Mission Clinic, whose 
motto is “We treat. God heals.” The 
facility treats about 25,000 Ghanaians 
a year. Any profit from the clinic is 
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A man is baptized in a pond after a roadside revival in Dzodze, Ghana.  

WEST AFRICA: Fields are ripe for disciple makers

Students rejoice over the water well at 
Grace International Christian School. 

Johnson



used to help keep the mission afloat.
“Most of our church members 

are poor, so this clinic takes care of 
them,” Morkli said.

Medical care is free for preachers 
and their families, he said. “We are 
also supporting some preachers.”

Clinic Administrator Mac 
Thompson Gbeti said they are pray-
ing they can turn the clinic into the 
full-fledged hospital that the area 
desperately needs.

“If pregnant women have compli-
cations, we would have a surgical 
unit,” he said. “Now we have to refer 
them to another hospital, which 
means they have to be carried on a 
motorbike.”

That has led to fatal outcomes 
in the past, he said. “A woman 
delivered on the clinic grounds the 

other day.”
About $7,000 in 

donations from a 
private donor enabled 
the construction of 
the clinic’s operating 
room.

And Morkli took 
a step in faith, bor-
rowed money and 

began to purchase the equipment 
needed: an anesthesia machine, 
patient monitor, surgical equipment, 
lighting and a large generator, so 
there will be no power outages.

The total price tag: $53,000.
If the clinic can become a hospital, 

it would make it possible to treat 
more patients, Gbeti said. “We 
already have 50 beds donated.”

Preaching schools aid people 
with needs, too. Gladstone Agbesi, 
director of the preaching school 
at Atkpeme, Togo, said the school 
spends about $400 a month to feed 
40 children in the community.

“Sometimes you see people show-
ing up, and they need help for the 
children,” he said. “They have children 
come to church without parents, so 
when we check, we find out they are 
orphans. A number are HIV-positive, 
and we buy medication for them.”

 
SEEING THE BLESSING IN LOST SIGHT

When Morkli was 8, he worked in 
his family’s store. After a customer 
bought a cigarette, he asked Morkli 
to light it for him.

The boy opened the wooden 
stove. “When I bent over, something 
exploded into my eye,” he recalled. 
“I was totally blind.”

He received little medical care. 
Although his sight eventually returned, 
his eyes remained damaged.

From the start in high school, he 
excelled in business and math, scor-
ing high among his 2,000 peers. But 
by his junior year, his eye problems 
worsened, and his grades suffered.

He now believes that was a bless-
ing. “I would not have gone to Bible 
college,” he said. “I consider that 
incident as grace.”

In 1997, he heard the gospel mes-
sage through World Bible School, 
a Texas-based online Bible course, 
and was baptized. The Holy Spirit 
set him on fire for God’s kingdom, 

he said. “I had the zeal and decided 
to go to Bible college.”

In 1998, Morkli began attending 
preaching school in nearby Ho, 
along with Gbeti and Gladstone 
Dordunu. The trio were such 
constant companions they became 
known as “The Three Musketeers.”

After graduating four years later, 
Morkli helped start three congrega-
tions. Then he returned to his native 
Dzodze, where he helped start the 
Dzodze Ablorme Church of Christ.

“We started with prayers and five or 
six people,” he said. “By one year, our 
attendance was 50 or 60. After another 
year, our attendance grew to 200.”

Today, 700 attend the congrega-
tion. The Ore City church donated 
money to help build a permanent 
meeting place. Soon, Sunday school 
classes were filled with 100 children.

Morkli said he thought, “Why not 
start training our own children so 
they can be of the Christian faith?”

Grace Christian International 
School started in 2008 with a handful 
of students. Today, the school’s atten-
dance tops 400 and continues to grow.

Earlier this year, donations funded 
a new water well, enabling students 
to drink clean water and saving 
Grace the thousands of dollars it had 
spent on bottled water.

The dirt road leading to Grace 
continues to flood and erode. 
“Sometimes the rainwater is 
entering the classes,” Morkli said.

The school, which is hoping to 
add a computer lab, will soon house 

a missionary college in honor of 
Fulks, who oversaw the Ghana-Togo 
Mission for decades before retiring.

HE CHOSE TO SERVE THE LORD
Each week, Morkli and his team, 

sometimes joined by American 
missionaries, travel to different parts 
of Ghana and Togo, checking on 
churches, encouraging leaders and 
teaching at preaching schools. 

Wherever possible, they share the 
Gospel as Morkli did to 1,000 people 
gathered for a funeral. “When you 
invite people to gospel meetings, they 
will not come,” he said, “but when you 
invite them to funerals, they will. You 
take advantage to preach the Gospel.”

The team puts benevolence at the 
heart of its mission, aiding widows 
and providing food and clothing to 
the poor.

“I see it as just preaching the 
Gospel,” Morkli said. “As I began to 
preach, my mind began to open to 
many things.”

That’s how the clinic began. The 
church bought the land for burial 
grounds, but Morkli saw other uses 
for the property. 

“I knew this location would be 
good for a health facility,” he said.

When some church leaders hesi-
tated, Morkli continued to encourage. 
He paid for the first cement out of 
his pocket, and the clinic opened in 
2015 with support from contractor 
and missionary Ray Franks, who also 
bought the property and contrib-
uted to the construction of the Abor 
Church of Christ building.

Ghana-Togo Mission remains the 
backbone for their work, Morkli 
said. “My ambition over the next 10 
years is to make sure the work is 
self-supporting and not dependent 
on the U.S. for our activities.”

Johnson marvels at the work here 
for God’s kingdom. 

“John is a talented businessman 
who could be earning more than 
$100,000 a year, but he has chosen to 
serve the Lord.”
 
JERRY MITCHELL is a journalist and author who 
joined Keith Johnson the last two summers on 
mission trips in Ghana and Togo. He teaches and 
preaches at the Skyway Hills Church of Christ in 
Pearl, Miss. His book, “Race Against Time,” is now 
available in audio and paperback.

SUPPORT may be sent to Ghana Mission, c/o Doc 
Turk, 560 Oakwood Drive, Kilgore, TX 75662. Donate 
online at   worldbibleinstitute.com.
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A woman slices fresh mangoes to 
sell to people in Ehi, Ghana.

The Anie Church of Christ meets in a village in rural Togo.

Gbeti
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ELGIN, Ill.

Some flew thousands of miles to attend. 
Others made 16-hour drives in church 

vans.
All came — from Churches of Christ in 

more than 20 states — to sing praises to 
God, play soccer and volleyball and enjoy fellow-
ship with Spanish-speaking peers.

The recent three-day Reunión Juvenil Nacional 
— “national youth meeting” in English — drew 
about 750 young people and sponsors to a 
Chicago-area community center.

The Elgin Church of Christ, about 40 miles 
northwest of the Windy City, organized the long-
planned Latino gathering. The event proceeded 
after two years of delays caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“It’s a bit exciting just being around people 
who believe the same thing we do,” said Moisés 
Martinez, 23, a member of the Westview Church 
of Christ in Greeley, Colo. 

Two dozen teens and adults from the Colorado 
congregation made the roughly 1,000-mile drive.

Like most who made the trip, Westview mem-
ber Nathaly Loaiza, 16, communicates easily in 
English and Spanish. 

But there’s something special, Loaiza said, 
about lifting her voice to heaven in the language 
she grew up speaking.

“Personally, I love going to English church 
camp and stuff,” she said. “But being here and 
just worshiping in Spanish kind of just makes it 
feel more personal. … It’s just like, wow, you can 
see a big group of people speaking Spanish and 
just having fun together.”

Alex Reyes, 15, a member of the Rogers Church 
of Christ in Arkansas, said he speaks “Spanglish.”

“It’s really fun,” Reyes, who traveled 600 miles 
with a group of 19 from his congregation, said of 
Reunión Juvenil Nacional. “I love the people here. 

“And I love competing against them,” he added 
— be it in Scripture memorization or basketball.

‘BIG CROWD’
About 1,100 people registered in advance, said 

Elgin minister Ricardo Barrera, a Mexican immi-
grant who has preached for the Illinois congrega-
tion for about 20 years. 

CONTINUED

TEENS AND 20-SOMETHINGS from Churches of Christ across the U.S. convene in the Chicago area.

For Latino youths, a reunión

AUDREY JACKSON 

Students attending the Reunión Juvenil Nacional conference in Elgin, Ill., cheer during a midday session.
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 High gas prices and rising inflation 
probably kept many home, Barrera said.

“It’s still a big crowd,” he said, 
suggesting that the central U.S. location 
helped attendance. “This is the biggest 
we’ve had in the reunions.”

Young Hispanic Christians — whether 
teens or 20-somethings — need to know 
they are not alone, said Barrera, who 
baptized his 12-year-old 
son, Kaleb, last year.

Those young people 
“seem to be lost in the 
middle sometimes because 
they live in an English 
world, and then they go 
to church and worship in 
Spanish,” the minister said. 
“And for many of these 
kids, there’s only five or 10 of them within 
about a three-hour drive. 

“So something like this,” he said of 
Reunión Juvenil Nacional, “imparts that, 
‘Hey, there’s more of us out there!’”

‘NEW BEGINNING’
As a boy, Joel Campos, the son of a 

preacher in Tijuana, Mexico, attended 
numerous Christian youth rallies in his 
native country.

Now the minister for the Montebello 
Church of Christ in the Los Angeles area, 
Campos still recalls how those gatherings 
helped bolster his faith.

That’s why he encouraged a group of 25 
from his Southern California congregation 
to fly across the country — a 2,000-mile 
journey — to participate.

“We prepared for this trip about two 
years ago,” Campos said. “With the 
pandemic, everything was on hold for a 
little while. But all the congregation and 
the youth stuck together, and we all made 
it out at this time.

“It’s been amazing for our kids because 
they didn’t see each other for almost two 
years, not in the youth group and classes,” 
he added, referring to the lockdown that 
moved services online. “We’re hoping this 
is the new beginning for this generation.”

David Hernández, 26, who helps lead 
the Montebello youth group, said: “It’s 
a really big help to come here and show 
them how fun it can be to be a Christian, 
to be in the youth group, to be involved. 
So that’s always a good thing.”

The flight and other expenses cost the 
Montebello church about $800 per person, 
Campos said.

“We encouraged our families that this 
is not an expense, but we are investing 

in our kids,” the minister said. “Every 
family paid their part, and the church got 
involved in a portion … for them to have 
everything they need to afford the trip.”

Youth minister Edgardo Ortega brought 
a van full of teens and college students 
from the Hereford Church of Christ in 
Texas. Hereford — the “Beef Capital of 
the World” — is about 1,100 miles south-
west of Elgin.

“We want our teens to learn about the 
Word of God and to help them grow spir-
itually,” Ortega said. “And the world out 
there is teaching them something else, so 
we want them to have relationships with 
other Christians.”

AN INSPIRATION
Nicole Monroy, 29, who is originally 

from Colombia, attends the Riverhead 
Church of Christ on New York’s Long 
Island.

She rode to Chicago with a group of 28 
Hispanic Christians from New York and 
Connecticut.

The group’s leader took away everyone’s 
phones, so they had plenty of time to talk 
while driving for 14 to 15 hours, she said.

“As a Christian, we have the opportunity 
to meet other Christian people,” she said 
of Reunión Juvenil Nacional. “It is good.”

Emily Manqueros, 18, a member of the 
Mableton Church of Christ, northwest of 
Atlanta, agreed.

“It’s weird seeing so many people here 
that are Christian and that are baptized 
because I don’t really see that in Atlanta,” 
Manqueros said. “So it’s nice to see other 
people that are also Christian and that are 
also involved.”

For Manqueros’ friend Ana Ordaz, 
19, a member of the 
Industrial Church of Christ 
in Monterrey, Mexico, 
making it to Reunión 
Juvenil Nacional turned 
into an adventure.

After crossing the border 
and driving to Houston, 
Ordaz caught rides with 
fellow Christians to 

Arkansas and then Elgin — about 1,500 
miles in all.

But witnessing the connections between 
the Christians from across the U.S. — 
and even beyond — makes her want to 
share her faith more when she returns to 
Monterrey, she said.

“It’s inspired me to go back home and 
try to motivate the youth group to do an 
event similar to this,” Ordaz said, “so they 
can show what God has given them.”

A child poses in a photo booth in the lobby of the conference center.

_

Barrera

Students compete to see who can find Bible verses the fastest on stage.

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON 

Ivan Ruiz leads singing at the evening gathering of Reunión Juvenil Nacional, the largest national Latino youth conference for Churches of Christ, after COVID-19 delayed the 2020 meeting. 

Ivan Santibañez leads an evening prayer after an outdoor devotional. 

A goalie blocks a kick at youth group conference Reunión Juvenil Nacional.

Ivan Ruiz reads Scripture during a sunset devotional on a soccer field. A boy sings a hymn with his youth group at Reunión Juvenil Nacional. 

CONTINUED
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Two Christian women, 18 years 
and a half-continent apart, faced 
painfully similar decisions — 
what to do about the baby. 

Yet, a generation later, their work 
with women and children confront-
ing difficult circumstances has 
brought them to different conclu-
sions about abortion.

The first woman, Niki Tucker, 
learned she was pregnant in 1982, 
only nine years after the U.S. 
Supreme Court established a con-
stitutional right to abortion. When 
justices overturned Roe v. Wade on 
June 24, she couldn’t help but recall 
the choice she made 40 years ago.

Tucker, then 20, faced an uncer-
tain future. 

She and her fiancé broke up a few 
weeks before she discovered she 
was pregnant. She begged him to 
take her back so they could marry 
and raise the baby, but he walked 
away. Then her stepfather threw her 
out of her mother’s house.

“‘Don’t come over here till you’ve 
gotten rid of that thing’ — those were 
his exact words,” Tucker recalled. 

Devoid of support from her ex-
fiancé and her family, she turned to 
the Newland Street 
Church of Christ in 
Garden Grove, Calif. 
As a teenager, she 
had begun attending 
that congregation 
alone.

Making her way 
between the pews 
to the front, Tucker 
stood before the church with a mes-
sage: She was expecting and wanted 
to give the baby up for adoption. 

The response, Tucker said, was 
one of support, not shame. 

A family offered to house Tucker 
for the last three months of her 
pregnancy. The minister told her 
about a couple who had asked him 
about adoptions a week earlier. 

Soon, the couple — fellow church 

members in their 30s — met with 
Tucker, who agreed to work with an 
attorney to facilitate an open adoption. 

After the birth, Tucker watched 
as the congregation welcomed the 
baby — and his adoptive parents — 
into the church family. 

“One of the other ladies at church 
came to me, and she said, ‘Oh, let’s 
just go take a look at that little mis-
take you made, shall we?’” Tucker 
said. “And she said it in the nicest 
way. She wasn’t being mean at all. 
… I just didn’t feel judged there.”

LIMITED CHOICES
But the second woman, Jennifer 

Griffith, remembers fleeing her 
church out of a sense of shame. 

“You want to hide it,” she explained. 
Griffith was 17 when she tested 

positive on a pregnancy test in 2000. 
Raised in Fort Worth, Texas, by 
anti-abortion parents, Griffith felt 
like she had limited choices.

“I like to say abortion wasn’t even 
an option,” said Griffith, whose 
mother was with her when she 
found out she was pregnant.

That left three options: marriage, 

single parenthood or adoption. 
“I wanted the child to have two 

parents,” said Griffith, who knew 
she didn’t want to marry the baby’s 
father. “That was my biggest push to 
go in the direction of adoption.”

Her mother, who had done 
extensive work with pregnancy 
crisis centers in the area, had con-
nections to Christian 
Homes and Family 
Services, a nonprofit 
adoption and foster 
care agency associ-
ated with Churches 
of Christ in Abilene, 
Texas.

Wanting to escape 
judgment, Griffith 
moved into the nonprofit’s maternity 
home and began taking classes 
at a nearby high school. On the 
weekends, she’d visit her family in 
Fort Worth, though she stopped 
attending the West Freeway Church 
of Christ — where she grew up — 
during her pregnancy.

“You don’t want people to look at 
you,” Griffith said. “You don’t want 
the shame and the stigma.”

REALITY OF ADOPTION DECISIONS
Women who give up their babies 

for adoption, such as Tucker 
and Griffith, deal with a range of 
emotions.

In Tucker’s case, she said she 
doesn’t know what might have hap-
pened if she had received support 
from her family or the baby’s father. 
Perhaps she would’ve kept the baby. 

Her second night in the hospital 
after giving birth, she questioned 
her decision. 

“I remember standing outside the 
nursery at 3 a.m. just crying, say-
ing, ‘I could just walk in there and 
take him and leave, and nobody 
can stop me. I can just go,’” Tucker 
recalled. “And then I thought, ‘And 
where would I go? Where would I 
live? How would I feed him? How 
would I feed me?’ But … I had no 
support, so I said, ‘No, this is the 
right thing to do.’”

Tucker’s hesitation to give the baby 
up for adoption is not uncommon. 

Women with unintended pregnan-
cies who are denied abortions and 
carry to term rarely place the baby 
for adoption, according to an article 
in Women’s Health Issues, a peer-
reviewed journal.

The researchers cited the 
Turnaway Study, a five-year project 
that recorded the decisions of 956 
women who sought abortions at 30 
clinics across the U.S. from 2008 
to 2010. Of the 231 women denied 
abortions due to late-term pregnan-
cies, only 14 percent of participants 
reported intent to place the baby for 
adoption or to consider that option. 

And only 9 percent — 15 of the 
161 women who gave birth — 
placed their newborns for adoption. 

“Among women motivated to avoid 
parenthood, as evidenced by abor-
tion seeking, adoption is considered 
or chosen infrequently,” the authors 
concluded. “Political promotion of 
adoption as an alternative to abortion 
is likely not grounded in the reality 
of women’s decision making.”

More often, women denied 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NIKI TUCKER

Niki Tucker rests after giving birth in 1982. Carol, the adoptive mother of the 
baby, named Shaun, holds him in the photo. 

Griffith

Two adoptions, two differing views
CHRISTIAN WOMEN REFLECT on the painful decision to put their babies up for adoption. One now serves an adoption 
and foster care agency. The other believes in ‘women’s right to choose’ after a career in Child Protective Services.

Tucker
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abortions opt to parent. 
However, the cost of child care, 

added responsibility and a lack of 
support can increase the likelihood 
of poverty and children ending up 
as wards of the state. 

‘A PATCH ON A CORPSE’ 
The foster care system is ultimately 

what changed Tucker’s perspective. 
After giving her baby up for 

adoption, she moved to Texas and 
received a bachelor’s degree in 
social work from Abilene Christian 
University — motivated by her expe-
rience with an unintended pregnancy 
— before returning to Kern County, 
Calif., to work with Child Protective 
Services for seven years. 

“I made the choice to keep the baby 
and felt that others should make the 
same choice,” Tucker said of her 
decision to carry her pregnancy to 
term and place the baby for adoption. 
“When I started working for CPS, 
obviously, I saw what happened to 
children who were unwanted and 
began to take on a different view.”

Children sexually trafficked, sold for 
drugs, on the brink of starvation — 
these were only a few examples of the 
abuse she witnessed, Tucker recalled. 

“People have no idea what happens 
to these children,” said Tucker, now 
a member of East County Church of 
Christ in Gresham, Ore. “I saw chil-
dren who were so damaged by the 
abuse at the hands of their parents 
that I knew there was no way they 
were going to have a productive life.”

More than 400,000 children 
remained in foster care nationally in 
2020, with 117,000 awaiting adoption, 
according to federal data. 

The U.S. government reported a 
national rate of 8.4 victims of mal-
treatment per 1,000 children in the 
population. 

Tucker sees early life intervention 
and decreasing unwanted pregnan-
cies as possible solutions. 

“You’re putting a patch on a corpse 
when you’re doing the group homes,” 
she added. “The need is when they 
are infants, not when they’re 16 years 
old, and they’re acting out because of 
the abuse that happened to them.”

FAMILIES FACING CRISIS
Prevention and intervention is a 

specialty of Lilyfield, an Oklahoma-
based organization associated with 
Churches of Christ.

The nonprofit provides social 
services for at-risk families and 
offers foster care for minors in 
state custody. It served about 1,500 
clients in 2019 through counseling, 
preventive care and empowerment 
programs. 

That number increased to more 
than 2,100 clients in 2021, and 
organization leaders expect it will 
continue rising after Oklahoma Gov. 
Kevin Stitt signed a bill in May 2022 
that banned abortion at conception. 

“We’ve seen a higher number 
of families … facing significant 
crisis situations over the last two 
years,” said Dr. Amy Emerson, 

a pediatrician who serves as 
Lilyfield’s board president and as an 
Oklahoma Office of Juvenile Affairs 
board member.

More than 8,000 children remained 
in the Oklahoma foster care system 
during 2020, with a median stay of 13 
months, according to federal data.

While there is no federal definition 
for children waiting for adoption, 
3,614 minors under state care in 
Oklahoma are described as “chil-
dren and youth through age 17 
who have a goal of adoption and/or 
whose parents’ parental rights have 
been terminated.” 

Lilyfield’s goal is to decrease the 
number of children in foster care at 
the source: struggling families. 

“We truly want to be not just with 
families who are struggling with 
removal of children or neglect, but 
we really want to step in and see 
what happens if we can be present 
before DHS (Department of Human 
Services) gets involved,” said 
Emerson, a member of The Park 
Church of Christ in Tulsa.

“Every one of those numbers is a 
child who has been removed from 
a home, and when a child is in state 
custody, that means the government 
is now responsible for raising that 
child,” she added. “I think we all 
know that’s not God’s design.”

‘NOTORIOUSLY … PRO LIFE’
Griffith’s experience with adoption 

led her to share her mother’s passion 
for anti-abortion work as she aged. 

“  I think a lot of people have a 
misconception that Christians 
just sit back and are not helpers,” 
Griffith said. “And I would say that 
Christians are notoriously involved 
in the pro-life movement. … But you 
can always be involved more.

“I remember someone who did 
a baby shower for birth moms, so 
instead of baby stuff it was self-care-
type things. And that’s just such a vis-
ible, tangible, apt way to say, ‘You’re 
loved; you’re not bringing the baby 
home, but you’re carrying a baby … 
and we want you to be cared for.’ I 
think that speaks volumes.”

Today, Griffith serves on the 
board of directors for Christian 
Homes and Family Services, the 
same organization that once served 
her. Her son, Jake, whom she 
placed for an open adoption with a 
Christian couple, turns 22 years old 
in September. 

The life upheaval that followed 
her unintended pregnancy was not 
permanent.

When Griffith returned the follow-
ing year to her high school in Fort 
Worth as a senior, most students 
had already moved on to new gos-
sip. She began retraining for soccer 
and played in college on an athletic 
scholarship.

“I feel like my story may not be 
the average,” Griffin said. “It really 
feels like everything went right.” 

Tucker, on the other hand, wor-
ries about the lives of those for 
whom everything went wrong.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY NIKI TUCKER

Niki Tucker, middle, poses with her children. Her birth son Shaun is on the far right. 
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY JENNIFER GRIFFITH

Jennifer Griffith poses for a photo with her birth son Jake at their reunion. 
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FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:

Sept. 2 (Oct. issue)
Sept. 30 (Nov. issue)

Contact: advertising@
christianchronicle.org

Sept. 3-4     Bammel Church 
of Christ’s 50th Anniversary 
Celebration. Houston, Texas. See 
bammel.org/anniversary.
Sept. 9-10     Equip Workshop. 
Waxahachie, Texas. See 
EquipWorkshop.org.
Sept. 11     Cullman, AL Songfest. 
Cullman Church of Christ. See 
acappella.org/events-calendar/.
Sept. 21     Huntsville, AL Songfest. 
Mayfair Church of Christ. See 
acappella.org/events-calendar/.
Sept. 24     South Central Regional 
Prison Workshop. Fort Gibson, Okla. 
See ftgcc.org.
Sept. 24-25     Del City Church 
of Christ’s 70th Anniversary 
Celebration. Del City, Okla. See 
delcitychurch.org/70th-anniversary.
Sept. 24-29     76th Annual National 
Lectureship of the Churches of 
Christ. Orlando, Fla.  
See cocnl2022.com.
Sept. 25-28     Harding’s 99th 
Annual Bible Lectureship. Searcy, 
Ark. See harding.edu/lectureship.
Oct. 1     Empower Teacher Training 
Workshop. Lubbock, Texas. See 
EmpowerWorkshop.org.
Oct. 3     Getting to the Root of 
Forgiveness Virtual Workshop. See 
mkt.com/robnic-enterprise.
Oct. 4-7     Abundant Living 
Retreat. Branson, Mo. See 
abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 13-14     ACU Summit. Abilene, 
Texas. See acu.edu/summit.
Oct. 14-30     Gospel Chariot 
Missions U.S.A. Tour. Various cities.
See gospelchariot.org.
Oct. 18-20     KERYGMA at OC. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. Register online: 
bit.ly/3QwgUE4.

CALENDAR

South Central Regional Prison Workshop
Introducing Sunset International Bible Institute’s
Prison Satellite Schools

September 24, 2022
Please register by email, mail, or phone.

Fort Gibson Church of Christ         Henry Petree
806 S Lee St              (918) 816-1507 
Fort Gibson, OK 74434             henry@henrypetree.com

M A R S  H I L L  B I B L E  S C H O O L

Mars Hill Bible School is searching for 
the next President to lead the education 
of Mind, Heart, Body and Soul of its 
more than 750 students. Mars Hill 
Bible School is a private, co-educational 
school that encompasses TK-12th grades 
and a robust preschool program. 
The mission of MHBS is to encourage 
academic excellence and raise up 
committed, Christ-filled servant leaders 
who will make a difference in their own 
neighborhoods and around the world. 
MHBS operates with full accreditation 
from the Alabama State Department of 

Education and Cognia.

For job description and 
application instructions: 

searchcommittee@mhbs.org
or

Lori Tays at 256-767-1203 ext. 2008. 

Visit mhbs.org and 
visitflorenceal.com 

for information on MHBS 
and the Shoals area.

Presidential Search

The 46-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other 
contact info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen.ministry@comcast.net

PO Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 501-9813

Congregations: Limited-time Offer!
Encourage your missionaries at home or overseas by 
signing them up for a complimentary subscription to 
The Christian Chronicle. We can add them to our email 
list, or send print copies monthly, or do both.

Christians with a special heart and passion for your 
missionaries and international brothers and sisters 
have begun a fund for this to happen.

If you would like to ad someone to our list or make a 
donation for our international efforts, please contact:

lynda@christianchronicle.org.
Bless your

missionaries with an international
 subscription!
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Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

On-campus Houseparents
  *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
  *Competitive pay
  *Rewarding work serving “the least of these”

Contact Chris Hagan: 270.843.3038
Chris@potterministries.org

Associate Minister of Annual Giving
 *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
 *Requires considerable travel by van and trailer
 *Speaking appointments at different congregations
 *Physical work involves lifting boxes of commodities 
  and change cans
Contact Byron Henbest: 270.843.3038

Byron@potterministries.org

 
in Stephenville, Texas, is looking 
for a Christian couple to be full-
time caregivers.  Foster’s Home 
employs both husband and wife 
to minister to hurting children 
using the Sanctuary Model of 
Trauma-Informed Care. 
Salary based on experience; 
competitive benefits package; 
excellent support team.
For more information, please 
contact: 

Harriet Frazier
Vice President of 

Children’s Services
254-968-2143, ext. 284 

and/or complete application at 
www.fostershome.org

Foster’s Home for Children

Sewing for the Master 
clothes the needy

Through its Sewing for the 
Master ministry, a Christian 
summer camp in Kansas has 
sent dresses, shorts, shirts, 

baby clothes, blankets, hats and 
more to Mexico, Tanzania, Zambia 
and even Poland for Ukrainian 
refugees.

The ministry first began as 
the vision of Ann Maple at the 
College Avenue Church of Christ 
in Eldorado, Ark. Maple started 
another Sewing for the Master 
ministry when she moved to 
Ulysses, Kan., in 2014.

Then, when Ann and her husband, 
Ted, retired to Silver Maple Camp 
near Kingman, Kan., in the fall of 
2021, Ann naturally brought her 
sewing ministry with her.

The Bible Camp, which is 
associated with Churches of Christ 
and hosts hundreds of kids each 
summer for fun and Bible education, 
also hosts several other events and 
retreats at its facility.

One venture this year that has 
excited camp-goers has been 
the opportunity to be a part of a 
Vacation Bible School and day 
camps introducing children to the 
idea of helping others in need — 
and that includes working with the 
sewing ministry.

With the help of camp kids, the 
Sewing for the Master group was 
able to send 225 dresses, pants, 
shorts and shirts with Steve Cooner, 
development director of Hope for 
Haiti’s Children, who had come to 
visit Silver Maple and give a mission 
report about Haiti.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY LEANN HODSON

At Silver Maple Camp, children help 
sew dresses for Haitians.
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Afall changed everything for 
Colette Leslie.

It happened in 2016. 
At age 39, Leslie, a mem-

ber of the Sugar Loaf Church of 
Christ in Charlotte, N.C., had finally 
found her calling after leaving two 
previous jobs — one in education 
and another working in a lab that 
assisted in organ donation. Both had 
taken an emotional toll on her, but 
she had just earned certification in 
finance and landed a job with a pay 

raise. Her life was 
looking up.

Then she took a 
devastating tumble 
down a flight of stairs 
at her workplace.

“Swelling in my 
brain, unable to 
work, in and out of 
hospitals,” she said, 

recalling the months of pain and 
agony that followed the accident. 
She went through four months of 
physical therapy. Forced to declare 
disability, she slid into depression. 

Six years after the fall, she’s still 
not able to work a full-time job. She 
sometimes suffers disorientation. 
Everyday headaches are the norm. 
Regular visits to a neurologist and a 
rheumatologist are part of her life. 

“But I want to stay busy,” she said, 
“so I pour into my volunteer work 
at church. And this is what led to 
Renew Common Goods.”

The faith-based nonprofit conducts 
community giveaway events — 
distributing food, clothing, home 
goods, baby items and even furni-
ture to those in need. Leslie runs 
the organization with her mom, 
Debrah, and three sisters — Torie 
Leslie, Rose Williams and Laquita 
Leslie. They get donations from 
shopping clubs, distribution centers 
and department stores. 

The events are not small. Leslie 
must rent more than 10 storage 
units just to store all the items, 
which are distributed about once 

per month during the summer and 
biweekly during the rest of the year. 

Parking lots of schools and 
churches in the Charlotte area 
serve as venues for the giveaways. 
Shoppers are asked to remain in their 
vehicles, follow signs and caution 
cones, wear a mask and have their 
trunks and backseats empty. Only 
one family is served per vehicle. 

The shoppers are led through 

multiple stations containing differ-
ent categories of items — family, 
kids, pets, food, home goods and 
large items — where they can 
decide to either collect something 
or continue on to the next station. 
They are allowed to accumulate 
as many goods as they can fit into 
their vehicle.

Torie Leslie helped develop the 
procedures for the giveaways. She 

also maintains the nonprofit’s web-
site and organizes volunteers to help 
with the events. 

“If we have anything less than 15 
volunteers, we know it’s gonna be a 
tough day,” she said. 

The nonprofit contracts with 
Good360, a charitable organization 
based in Alexandria, Va., that helps 
identify businesses that provide 
donations for the giveaways 

26   THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE PARTNERS SEPTEMBER 2022

Rose Williams sorts piles of donated items for the Renew Common Goods ministry into boxes and bags on the floor. 

Items donated to Renew Common Goods sit in a church van.

Bed, bath and the Great Beyond
NORTH CAROLINA CHRISTIAN rebounds from a life-altering accident to supply her community with items and support.

Leslie

The Leslie family poses for a photo at Christmas. 



— including Walmart, Amazon and 
Bed Bath & Beyond. 

COMMON GOODS FOR THE COMMON GOOD
The shoppers get more than sup-

plies for their homes. They also 
receive prayer request cards — in 
English and Spanish — with invita-
tions to meet with an evangelist. 

When the giveaways happen in 
church parking lots, members often 
attend and are available to pray with 
customers on the spot. They also 
invite the customers to worship and 
other church events.

Those invitations are produc-
ing fruit, Leslie said. She’s seen 
people she’s met at the giveaways 
in the pews during church service. 
Some log in for the congregation’s 
livestream.

MAKING ENDS MEET
In addition to serving the commu-

nity, running Renew Common Goods 
has been invigorating for Leslie, who 
has rebounded from her accident 
and disability and found purpose.

At the same time, the ministry 
itself has taken a toll on Leslie and 
her family. Financial donations are 
required to keep the ministry going 
— and sometimes those come from 
her own pocket. 

“She’s taking on that responsibil-
ity,” said her sister, Torie, “which 
means she sacrifices a lot — her 
own money even, which isn’t even 

a lot — to try to make things work 
and make ends meet. Colette is very 
persistent. She doesn’t give up.”

Although the items distributed by 
the nonprofit are donated, fees for 
storage units and parking are not. 
Rising gas prices also have become 
a factor. At one point Leslie bought 
a 24-foot truck to transport donated 
items, but it broke down.

“So now that’s an additional fee for 
renting a U-Haul that I didn’t have to 
have before,” she said. “I have, as a 
result, declined a few of the partner-
ships that I could have had because 
I can’t afford, literally, monetarily to 
continue to grow. I can only afford 
to maintain at this point.” 

Many times, family members have 
looked at each other and said, “We 
can’t go on. We don’t have any more 
money,” Torie Leslie said. 

But the Lord provides.
“We’re at that place now where 

we’re like, ‘Well, we can’t keep this 
up. What can we do?’” Torie Leslie 
said. “And we have the faith that 
God will open another door.”

That faith keeps Colette Leslie 
going. 

“In the future, we’d like to have a 
space where we can store, sort and 
host our drive-through giveaway,” 
she said. “That’s a far, far future 
dream.”

TO DONATE or for more information, see 
renewcommongoods.com. 
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The East Cotton Church of Christ, located in the Piney Woods of East Texas in the city 
of Longview (a town of some 90,000 located on Interstate 20; an hour from Shreveport, 
La., to the east; two hours from Dallas to the west; three hours from Houston to the 
south; and boasting a vibrant cultural scene, enriching recreational activities, an 
excellent public school system, and outstanding higher education opportunities) 
is conducting a search for an interim minister to assist the congregation in a  
transitionary period. He must be willing to stand in the gap to help re-establish the 
church’s ministries and programs, reclaim inactive members, revamp its financial  
operations and its leadership structure, and launch successful evangelism 
and stewardship campaigns for the historic, traditional, 80-member, largely senior, 
127-year-old congregation. The scope of work includes preaching Sunday and 
conducting Wednesday Bible class; attending special church activities; conducting 
weddings and funerals; being accessible to members during their illnesses, upon 
deaths in families, and during other tragedies and situations; leading the church 
administrative staff; keeping office hours; and performing other duties pertaining 
to the position. The salary is negotiable; the deadline for applying is October 1, 2022. 
Send a current resume, an MP4 file of a recent sermon, and your request for an 
application to:

East Cotton Street Church of Christ
Attention: Minister Search Committee
2015 E Cotton St, Longview, TX 75602

Telephone:  903-758-4741
Email: eastcottonministersearch@gmail.com

HISTORIC EAST TEXAS CHURCH SEEKING INTERIM MINISTER

Northwest Church of Christ is a 200-member congregation seeking 
to grow the kingdom of God in Glendale, Ariz., and the Phoenix metro 
area. On Sunday mornings, we enthusiastically worship with songs and 
praise and desire to hire a preaching minister who will inspire our hearts 
and challenge our thinking on a weekly basis.
     We believe in the authority of the Word of God and its ability to 
transform lives. We seek a minister who is rooted in the Scriptures and 
who will guide us in applying Biblical truths to our daily actions and 
decisions. We believe that the Spirit is living and active, and we are 
looking for a man of prayer who thirsts to hear from God and patiently 
waits for answers. Northwest is a congregation eager to serve both the 
church and our community, and we’re looking for a minister to participate 
in leading the way.
     Preference will be given to a man with formal Biblical training and 
full-time experience with a congregation. Specific responsibilities include: 
weekly preaching; evangelism; involvement in planning and teaching 
adult Bible classes; active involvement in small group ministry; counsel, 
care and concern for members including family issues, bereavement and 
health; and outreach to the community.
     Interested parties should send a cover letter expressing interest and 
a resume to the email below. Links or video or audio sermons would be 
helpful as well.

Search Team • office@nwest.org
Website: http://www.nwest.org • Phone: (623) 915-4443 

Northwest Church of Christ • 5110 W Union Hills • Glendale, AZ 85308

Preaching Minister - Glendale, Ariz.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY COLETTE LESLIE

Colette Leslie, second from left, and her family during a Christmas giveaway event.
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Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones — birth and wedding announcements 
anniversaries, memorials, honors for longtime ministers and workers and more. 

Contact milestones@christianchronicle.org for rates and more information.

Birthdays 

LeRoy Jones, 90

LeRoy Jones of Mountain View, 
Okla., turns 90 on Sept. 6. This farmer-
rancher, award-winning cowboy 
historian, singer, songwriter, and poet 
has given his life to serving God and 
the church in the various capacities of 
deacon, elder, teen/adult Bible class 
teacher, preacher and song leader for 
over 65 years and is well known for his 
paper on the book of Revelation. What 
a good example 
of Christian 
living he has 
been!

LeRoy is 
holding his 
own while 
dealing with 
dementia, and 
the family is 
honoring his 
special mile-
stone birthday with a card shower. If 
you would like to participate, he and 
his wife Sandra can be reached at 521 
S 4th St, Mountain View, OK  73062.

Happy and blessed birthday, LeRoy!

Eugene Perry, 100
Eugene C. Perry of Beamsville, 

Ontario in Canada celebrated his 
100th birthday on July 19. He and his 
seven siblings 
were raised on 
a dairy farm in 
the hamlet of 
Tintern.   

He has lived 
a full life of 
service to 
our Lord.  He 
served in the 
Royal Canadian 
Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineering Corps 
during World War II. He earned a 
bachelor’s from Abilene Christian 
College and a master’s from 
Pepperdine University.  

He married Evelyn Huffard in 

1946. They taught in Saskatchewan at 
Radville Christian College and then 
moved back to Ontario, where they 
helped start Great Lakes Christian 
College. He taught and was principal 
there for 21 years before they moved 
to Zambia for nine years, where he 
served as headmaster of Namwianga 
Christian Secondary School. He 
preached for many years and was 
an elder and a Bible teacher. He was 
co-editor of The Gospel Herald, a 
Canadian periodical, and he managed 
the Gospel Herald Bookstore for 
many years. He has four children, 
12 grandchildren and 26 great-
grandchildren. All of his children and 
grandchildren are faithful Christians 
and are raising the next generation in 
the church. His influence for Christ 
has spread throughout the world. He 
is respected and loved by many.

Memorials 

Bill Hamrick
1933-2022

Wilford Ray (Bill) Hamrick was 
born July 3, 1933, at the Hamrick 
farm near Verden, Okla. He died July 
14 in Bedford, Texas.

Bill was the son of Russell Palmer 
Hamrick and Eoma Thatcher 
Hamrick. He began preaching at 
the age of 17. Bill graduated from 
Verden High School in 1951 and 
attended Central Christian College in 
Bartlesville, Okla., 
from 1951-1953, 
where he devel-
oped a lifelong 
network of friends 
and coworkers 
in the gospel. He 
enlisted in the 
Air Force in 1956 
and was stationed 
near Belleville, 
Ill., where he met 
Lenora Jean Cross. 
He was soon 
transferred to West Germany, and his 
correspondence with Lenora Cross 
became a courtship separated by an 
ocean. After his discharge, Bill and 

Lenora were married on Feb. 22, 1960. 
He preached in Carnegie and 

Roosevelt in Oklahoma; in Villa Hills, 
Ill.; Doniphan, Mo.; Hinton and Geary 
in Oklahoma; Wichita, Kan.; and 
Blackwell, Okla. In 1973 he became 
the pulpit minister at the Northside 
Church of Christ in Tulsa, Okla., and 
helped bring about a period of integra-
tion which saw the appointment of 
African-American deacons and an 
associate minister in a majority White 
congregation. He edited Christian 
Worker from 1984 to 1991, taught 
in the Owasso School of Biblical 
Studies, and held gospel meetings 
in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri, 
Kansas, Texas and Louisiana. 

In 1980 Bill was asked by the 
Northside elders to direct the 
Turley Children’s Home (today 
Hope Harbor Ministries). He 
cultivated staff, implemented 
standards and secured the land for 
the present campus in Claremore, 
Okla. He was an officer of the 
Oklahoma Association for Children’s 
Institutions and Agencies and 
served on the governor’s Child Care 
Advisory Committee. He continued 
preaching part time at Bartlesville, 
Braggs, Glenpool and Beggs. 

Bill resigned from the directorship 
in 1995 but continued in other roles 
at Hope Harbor for another decade. 
He entered a new field of service as 
a prison minister in 2007, conducting 
life skills classes and Bible studies in 
facilities across eastern Oklahoma. 
Parkinson’s disease forced his 
retirement in 2018, when he was 
honored as preacher emeritus by 
the Glenpool Church of Christ.

Preaching the Gospel of Christ 
was Bill’s greatest desire from his 
youth on. His style was calm, reason-
able, but firm, with confidence that 
the truth speaks for itself. He lived 
out his commitment to the gospel 
through his promotion of racial 
understanding in the church, through 
his work for children and families in 
crisis, and through his counsel and 
support for the incarcerated.

He is survived by: his wife of 62 
years, Lenora Hamrick; his sister, 

Ann Tyler of Duncan, Okla.; his  
children, Karen Denson of Hurst, 
Texas, Laura Powell of Colleyville, 
Texas, David Hamrick of Bedford, 
Texas, and Shellie Hamrick of 
Killeen, Texas; and eight grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchildren.

Harold Mobley
1933-2022

Harold Mobley, 88, passed away 
July 14 surrounded by his family.

He was born in Brodhead, Ky., the 
son of Herbert and Lola (Blount) 

Mobley.
Influenced 

by his grandfa-
ther, John, and 
uncle, Austin, 
he decided 
early on to 
dedicate his life 
to preaching 
the Gospel. He 
attended Freed-
Hardeman 

College in 1951 and met his life-
partner, Mona McLeod of Lucedale, 
Miss. Together they started ministry 
work in West Texas, then spent 10 
years in Florence, Italy, and four years 
in Montreal, Canada. Harold and 
Mona loved the Italian people and 
sharing the Gospel with them. They 
also worked with churches in Wichita 
Falls and Channelview, Texas, finally 
settling in Pensacola, Fla., working 
with two congregations there.

Harold and Mona shared their 
home with countless friends, always 
demonstrating the love of Christ with 
joyful hospitality. Harold’s heartfelt 
duty was fulfilled in telling others 
about Jesus and encouraging others 
to become more Christlike. 

Speaking God’s truth to listeners 
in over 30 countries, he served as a 
minister for many churches and as 
an elder for several congregations. 
Even in his 80s he continued to 
teach Bible classes and occasionally 
preach for the Warrington Church of 
Christ in Pensacola. 
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N E W S M A K E R S

HIRED: Irvin Wan and Kyle Hooper 
as full-time ministers 
at the Church of Christ 
in Pasir Panjang, 
Singapore. Erin Faurie 
as associate youth 
and family minister at 
the College Church of 
Christ in Searcy, Ark. 
Andrea Pewitt as the 
director of academic 
innovation and strategy 
at Clarksville Christian 
School in Tennessee. 

HONORED: Garrett 
Schmille with the Jim 
Brinkerhoff Servant 
Leader Award for his 
work on the Campus 
for Christ Conference 
in Albuquerque, N.M., 
and his ministry at 
the University of New 
Mexico. Chris Buxton, 
campus minister at 
Arkansas Tech University 
and Arkansas State 
University, with the 
Stephen Eckstein 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award.

CELEBRATED: Alan and 
Sandra Highers for 65 
years of marriage. The 
Highers were married 
on Aug. 2, 1957, at the 
Central Church of Christ 
in Jackson, Miss.

Wan

Faurie

Pewitt

Buxton

 

The Williamsburg Church of Christ, located in Williamsburg, Va., is seeking 
a full-time minister. We are a diverse, loving congregation with three elders, 
14 deacons and about 100 members serving the historic Greater Williamsburg 
area. You can find information about the congregation on our website,  
williamsburgcoc.org, and on our Facebook page. 

Please apply at wcocministersearch.org.
Contact: Jim Bishop at 804-514-6174 or jcbishopjr1128@yahoo.com 

227 Merrimac Trail • Williamsburg, VA 23185

 
Located in a growing community in Central Texas 
with a population of 3,500, Outreach Church 
of Christ is anxious to hire a full-time preacher 
who is willing to work with young families and 
their children/teens. We have an average 
attendance of 50-60, including six young families. 
We have no elders now, but our men are strong 
in faith and maturity. Our Youth Building is three 
years old, and our young people want to grow. 
The Hamilton school system is Class 2A and 
is strong in athletics and agriculture. We have 
two members who are principals, one coach, 
and two teachers. Hamilton also has an excellent 
health system and hospital. Send letter and 
samples or videos of sermons to:

PO Box 52, Hamilton, TX 76531
or call Winston Bell, 817-584-6659

Full-time Preacher - Hamilton, Texas

North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL 62521

(217) 423-2823 • Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires 
to grow with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African 
American, seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. The applicant should possess 
sound biblical knowledge and have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal 
people skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All 
interested persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to 
the attention of the leadership:

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois
Salisbury Church of Christ is a small acapella 
congregation. We are seeking a full-time 
pulpit preacher/evangelist. Candidate must 
be knowledgeable of the scriptures, sound 
in his sermons and Bible classes, and willing 
to help grow the church. Our city is home to 
Salisbury University and is located 30 miles 
from the ocean and Assateague Island National 
Seashore. For more information, contact:

Ron Rose (410) 213-0150
office@churchofchristsalisbury.org

Salisbury Church of Christ
3322 Old Ocean City Rd

Salisbury, MD 21804

Pulpit Preacher - Salisbury, Md.

The Hot Springs Village Church of Christ is 
seeking a full-time Youth and Family Minister. We 
are in the world’s largest gated community with lots 
of amenities and are served by two school districts. 
We are a very active community and a mission-
minded congregation of 200+. We are seeking 
someone with a strong biblical background and a 
desire to teach and learn. We have an active and 
involved youth group. Worship/song leading ability 
is a plus. For more information or to send resume: 

Chad Knappier, 210 Balboa Rd
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909

501-226-9060 • readthischad@gmail.com

Seeking full-time minister for our 
55-member congregation. Preaching, 
teaching, and outreach responsibilities. Also 
assisting in hosting Let the Bible Speak TV 
Ministry: www.letthebiblespeak.net. Starting 
salary: $35,000/year. Moving assistance also 
included. Send cover letter, resume, and 
video samples of lessons to: 

escanabacoc@gmail.com
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 751
Escanaba, MI 49829 

Full-time Minister - Escanaba, Mich.  

The Way Community Church of Christ is seeking resumes for a full-
time minister. Candidates must be doctrinally sound with a minimum of 
four years (FT/PT asst.) preaching experience, committed to teaching the 
Word of God, equipping members to serve the cause of Christ, and setting 
in order things the congregation is lacking including elders & deacons. 
Interested candidates must submit their resume with references (mentor/
endorser) and cover letter to: 

The Way Community Church of Christ
Attn: Minister Search Committee

4900 Bartell Rd, Oklahoma City, OK 73121 
Direct questions to Paul Victorian, (405) 819-6559.

Full-time Minister - Oklahoma City, Okla.

Need a Preacher?
Do you have a great location

in North Texas and can't  
afford a preacher?

Maybe we can help.
Call (214) 552-3206

Our brethren will consider weekly  
gospel meetings anywhere in the U.S.

The Salem Church of Christ in Salem, 
Ind., is looking for a full-time minister, and 
the position will be available January 2023. 
We are a congregation of around 50 
members who desire to grow spiritually and 
numerically. The candidate’s responsibilities 
will be preaching, teaching class, and 
preaching sound doctrine with outreach 
potential. We currently are without elders 
and deacons. Please send resume and link 
to recent sermon, lessons, or teaching to:

air2jqw@gmail.com 
or call: 812-525-2682

Full-time Minister - Salem, Ind.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CASEY COSTON

At the 63rd Campus for Christ 
Conference in Albuquerque, N.M., 
Milton Jones, longtime campus 
minister and current president of 
Christian Relief Fund, prays over Jenna 
and Ben Stewart’s plan to restart a 
campus ministry at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge, La.



Teachers are quitting. In droves.
 Who can blame them? 

They’re paid less, after infla-
tion, than they were a decade 

ago. They’re paid less, too, than 
many other professionals with less 
training and education.

State legislatures and politicians are 
writing curriculum, adding require-
ments, limiting what teachers can talk 
about and mandating extra profes-
sional development without pay.

 Social media memes suggest 
teachers only work six months out 
of the year. Pundits claim teachers 
are glorified babysitters. Parents 
complain on social media about 
grades, assignments, promotions or 
the lack of them.  School board meet-
ings have erupted into near riots. 

 Students were shot and killed in 
their classrooms last year. Teachers 
were shot and killed. Some were 
killed trying to protect their students.

Would you stick around?
Some states are trying to figure 

out how to recruit more teachers 
by lowering standards and require-
ments. There’s a pilot shortage, 
too. But few people would suggest 
lowering standards for pilots.

Research shows declining confi-
dence in public schools, yet an over-
whelming majority are satisfied with 
the education their own children 
receive. Paradoxically, this mirrors 
research that shows Americans lack 
confidence in Congress, but the 
majority like their own representative.

The system is not perfect. Parents 
matter to children’s success in school. 
They have every right to work for 
reform and improvement. But don’t 
demean or devalue those most essen-
tial to the best of public education. 

Home school and private schools 
offer alternatives for some families 
in some places. But for a nation, for 
a community, quality public educa-
tion is essential. And it can’t happen 
without teachers.   

 Let’s be honest. I’m biased. My 
entire adult life was spent in higher 
education. Many of my friends at 
church and in my community are 
teachers. My son is a teacher and 
coach. My daughter is a college 
counselor. My son-in-law is a prin-
cipal. I hear stories.

 Stories about kids who come to 
school hungry and who know which 
teachers keep breakfast bars in their 

desks. Stories about kids who have no 
idea they could go to college or get 
financial aid, until someone encour-
ages them. Stories about refugee kids 
who arrive speaking no English and 
graduate at the top of their class.  

 A foundation in my community 
gives first-year teachers $150 to help 
buy classroom supplies. My Facebook 
feed is filled with teachers posting 
links to their Amazon wish lists, 
hoping someone will buy markers 
and calculators and Kleenex. When 
did you last see a dentist or lawyer or 
accountant soliciting contributions to 
stock their office?

School may have started where 
you live or may start next week. You 
may think there’s little you can do to 
make a difference, but you can.

“Give honor to whom honor is 
due,” Romans 13:7 tells Christians.

 Honor a teacher.
 Teachers are heroes. Tell them so.
 Teachers are first responders. 

Thank them.
 Teachers are soldiers. They do 

battle every day with ignorance and 
poverty and racism and hunger and 
abuse, sometimes in their class-
rooms, and sometimes because they 

teach about it and enlighten those 
who think they’ve never seen it.

Pray for them.
Support them — with encour-

aging words, with informed 
activism, with contributions to their 
Amazon wish list.

And if you’re a teacher reading 
this, God bless you for all you are 
and mean to your students.

Whether it’s in kindergarten or 
graduate school, you ask important 
questions and help your students 
find the answers. You hold them 
accountable. And sometimes, you 
will hold their hand.

 Whether it’s on a brightly colored 
rug in the middle of your class or 
standing in front of too many rows 
of desks in a too-crowded classroom 
or a chemistry lab or a basketball 
court or in your office — whether 
it’s early before school or in the 
moments after class or late at night 
— you are making the biggest 
difference of all. 

 When you’re tired, bone tired, 
remember that. You may be some 
student’s last and best hope.

Don’t quit. — Cheryl Mann 
Bacon, for the Editorial Board
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My dad is a minister. He 
has preached for con-
gregations in Oklahoma, 
California and Texas. He 
now serves as an elder of 

the Gray Road Church of Christ in 
Cincinnati. 

For the first 18 years of my life, he 
was my minister. As a PK (preach-
er’s kid), I have seen more than 
most the great challenges facing 
ministers. I have witnessed congre-
gational outbursts and negative 

business meetings. 
I have seen relation-
ships disintegrate 
and people leave the 
church. 

It is tempting to 
dwell on the negative. 

But I also have 
observed wonderful 
things: Marriages 
restored. Young 
people coming to 
Christ. Community 

issues addressed. Great revivals. 
As I enter my 32nd year in 

ministry, I wonder what is ahead not 
only for me but for my colleagues. 
How many will still be around over 
the next several years? 

Based on my graduating class 
from Southwestern Christian 
College in 1990, only a handful of us 
are still in ministry. Most have left 
for any number of reasons: Failure 
to connect with the membership. 
Familial pressures of ministry. An 
inability to work with an existing 
church leadership. Insufficient pay.

At times, I have thought about 
doing something else. I have even 
dabbled in other careers. 

But what keeps me in ministry is 
the calling God placed on my life. 
Anything else I do feels out of place. 
I am at home in the local church 
with weekly preaching and teaching 
responsibilities. I do premarital coun-
seling and focus on marriage enrich-
ment. I spend time with seniors, work 
in the community and more. 

I love all of it. 
Have I experienced some dark 

days? Yes. Have I made some poor 
decisions along the way? Yes. 

And yet, I am still here with no 
plans to leave ministry.

According to an October 2021 
Barna study, 38 percent of ministers 
thought about quitting ministry 
in the previous year. That was up 
from 29 percent who gave the same 
answer earlier in the year. 

Think about it: More than 1 in 
3 ministers contemplated leaving 
ministry. This is a crisis of epic propor-
tions. Add other issues to the equa-
tion such as the age of ministers, the 
physical health of ministers and the 
emotional well-being of ministers, and 
this number is probably far greater. 

What can we do? How can we turn 
the tide? How do we meaningfully 
address the problem? 

Here are some suggestions:

1. Develop future ministers 
from childhood. Create an envi-
ronment where serving and leading 
in the local church is portrayed 
as positively as other professions. 
Create programs and partnerships 
with other congregations to form a 
pool of young men and women who 
evidence ministerial gifting.

2. Create avenues for women 
to be involved in professional 
ministry. With many congrega-
tions primarily composed of women, 
it makes sense to utilize their gifts 
in ways that do not have to create 
controversy. Women are capable and 
can be effective in many areas.

3. Increase scholarships at 
colleges and universities associ-
ated with Churches of Christ. 
Learning the Bible at a college is 
much more rigorous than what is 

typically offered at a local church 
and can better equip men and 
women for ministry.

4. Broaden the way ministers 
are trained. Ministry training 
should be expanded to include 
organizational leadership, commu-
nity shepherding, family counseling 
models and more.

5. Establish an environment 
where emotional and spiritual 
health are championed. It’s hard to 
lead people to a healthy place when 
those leading are not healthy. Every 
minister should be trained as a chap-
lain. Chaplains are educated with 
emotional and spiritual health first. 

6. Church leaders must model 
healthy living. It is challenging to 
make decisions for a congregation 
when those involved do not read, do 
not attend seminars or workshops and 
do not learn from others, etc. We all 
must be on a path of spiritual growth.

7. Take a yearly sabbatical. 
Build into your calendar at least 
two weeks of rest and refreshment. 
It’s difficult for the average church 
member to understand the pressure 
on a minister to constantly be the 
primary one filling their cup.

8. Find mentors. Seek out 
people and congregations who are 
where you want to be and partner 
with them to help create a long-
term, self-sustaining, spiritually 
nourishing climate.

Let us make 2022 the year we set 
goals for our ministry that include 
assessing the health of the church 
and those who lead. The worst thing 
a church can do is know that we are 
in crisis and do nothing to address 
the crisis. 

Sit down with your minister or 
leaders and have an honest discussion 
about the state of things and ways to 
improve ministerial health. 

Trust me, you will be glad you did.

JOHN EDMERSON is a member of The Christian 
Chronicle’s Editorial Board. He serves as associate 
minister for the Figueroa Church of Christ in Los 
Angeles. He is also a well-known song writer 
among Churches of Christ.

Our ministerial crisis has arrived
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Views

John Edmerson

EIGHT IDEAS  for how we can turn the tide and meaningfully address the problem.
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F R O M  O U R  R E A D E R S

Responses mixed to Roe v. Wade editorial
This call for compassion for young 

moms and babies is lovely and good 
(“The challenge now: Care for the 
children,” Page 30, August). 

But until the the church is just 
as passionate about wanting men 
who cause these pregnancies 
accountable and responsible — 
including through prosecution when 
there is non-consent and abuse 
involved — the church will not have 
moral authority.

Dawn Cole | San Antonio, Texas

I am appalled at the ignorance of 
these questions about the church’s 
response to a pregnant teenager.

It is parents’ responsibility to raise 
their children and their grandchildren. 
That is not the church’s job. Why 
don’t you ask, what will the father do? 
What will the grandmother do? What 
will the grandfather do? What will the 
extended family do?

Why bypass the family where God 
places the responsibility and try to 
shame the church into feeling guilty 

about a legal decision intended to 
save lives? Should we kill old people 
so that they will not be shunned? 
Should we kill old people because 
the church will not help? Get real!

John Davis Marshall | Anderson, S.C.

Thank you for your well-reasoned, 
convicting call to live out kingdom 
values, extend the compassion 
of Christ and demonstrate God’s 
own heart of mercy in support, 
understanding and care for children 
and for the mothers who bring them 
into the world. 

Tim Pyles | Broken Arrow, Okla.

Thank you for your reporting on 
the highly complex Roe v. Wade 
issue. I applaud the balanced and 
kind ways that all sides of this 
debate were allowed to contribute.

I believe God blesses us in our 
differences, and since we are called to 
love others, listening and reflecting on 
others’ opinions is a given.

Judy Siburt | Abilene, Texas
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What if the cross
became the center? 
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ACROSS
1. Area the Lord gave the 
 Israelites, Deuteronomy 19:8, 
 three words.
9. What the Lord planted in the 
 east, in Eden, Genesis 2:8 (New 
 English Translation).
10. “The terror you _____ in others 
 and the arrogance of your heart 
 have deceived you” (Jeremiah 
 49:16, NET).
11. The Christmas season.
12. “Instructed by her mother, she said, 
 ‘Give me the head of John the 
 Baptist here on a _____’” 
 (Matthew 14:8, NET).
13. Song holder, abbr.
16. “Reuben, you are my firstborn, 
 my ____ and the beginning of my 
 strength” (Genesis 49:3, NET).
17. “... if our conscience ____ us, that 
 God is greater than our conscience 
 and knows all things.” (1 John 
 3:20, NET).
23. Partake of.
24. “You are to eat it in haste. It is 
 the Lord’s ______” (Exodus 
 12:11, NET).
25. David’s weapon against Goliath.
29. Crying.
30. “When it was evening, many 
 _____-possessed people were 
 brought to him. He drove out the 
 spirits with a word” (Matthew 
 8:16, NET).
33. “He ‘____ up’ the head of the chief 
 cupbearer and the head of the chief 
 baker...” (Genesis 40:20, NET).
35. One slain by Cain.
36 “Like an ____ tree among the trees 
 of the forest, so is my beloved 
 among the young men” (Song of 
 Solomon 2:3, NET).
38. Bite.
39. “They began to _____ him: ‘Hail, 

 king of the Jews!’” (Mark 15:18, 
 NET).
40. Fasting period.

DOWN
1. “Others are the ones sown among 
 _____” (Mark 4:18, NET).
2. A wisdom book.
3. “The prophet then went and stood
 by the ____, waiting for the king” 
 (1 Kings 20:38, NET).
4. “______ not with them; for 
 I will not give you of their land” 
 (Deuteronomy 2:5, King James 

 Version).
5. “Salute every ____ in Christ 
 Jesus” (Philippians 4:21, KJV).
6. “Whenever Moses entered the 
 tent, the pillar of cloud would 
 ____ ...” (Exodus 33:9, NET).
7. Eager.
8. Great fear.
14. Two books after 2 Kings.
15. Prayer ending.
18. Placed above.
19. Harass verbally.
20. Street, for short.
21. “They ___ out threats and speak 
 defiantly; all the evildoers boast” 

 (Psalm 94:4, NET).
22. “Out of the mouths of infants and 
 nursing babies you have established 
 strength on account of your adver- 
 saries, in order to silence the 
 enemy and _____ foe” (Psalm 8:2, 
 International Standard Version).
26. “The blind and the ___ came 
 to him in the temple courts, and  
 he healed them” (Matthew 21:14, 
 NET).
27. Arrival.
28. One of two Commandments 
 holders.
31. Majestic.
32. “Then some of the experts in the ___ 
 said to themselves, “This man is 
 blaspheming!” (Matthew 9:3, NET).
34. “For in our being still ailing, 
 Christ in due time did ___ for 
 the impious” (Romans 5:6, 
 Young’s Literal Translation).
37. Circle ratio number.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com
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E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y
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AND  I N  T H E  F I E L D

www.hcu.edu

1. Prophet with three Ks: 
    __ __ __ __ K K __ K
2. Judge, worked with Deborah:
    __ __ __ __ K
3. Victim of first murder: 
    __ __ __ L
4. Spent 390 days on his left side:    
    __ __ __ __ __ __ L
5. Prophet with a talking donkey: 
    __ __ __ __ __ M
6. Also known as Syria: 
    __ __ __ M
7. Moses fled to this place: 
    __ __ __ __ __ N
8. Neighbor of Moab: 
    __ __ __ __ N
9. Oh yes! A town near Lod: 
    O __ __ 
10. Saved from a fiery furnace: 
     __ __ __ __ __ __ __ O

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38.



Word Find: The Gospel of Matthew
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

• ACQUITTED
• ADULTEROUS
• ALWAYS
• APPOINTED
• ARRESTED
• ASTONISHED
• BETHLEHEM
• CAPERNAUM
• CENTURION
• COMMANDED
• COUNTED
• CROWS
• DISCIPLE

• ENEMY
• ENTER
• HARVEST
• HERODIAS
• HOUSEHOLD
• HYPOCRITES
• ISRAEL
• LEPROSY
• LESSON
• ORDERS
• OVERFLOW
• PARABLES
• PARALYTIC

• PASSOVER
• PERSECUTE
• PHARISEES
• PLEDGED
• PREACHING
• PREPARATIONS
• PROPHECY
• PROSTITUTE
• QUARREL
• RAISED
• REGION
• REMORSE
• RENEWAL

• REQUESTED
• REWARD
• RIGHTEOUSNESS
• SERVANT
• SORROWFUL
• TEACHING
• TESTIMONY
• THOUSAND
• TRANSFIGURED
• VALUE
• WRITINGS
• YEAST

Find the following words from the book of Matthew. The unused 33 letters form a 
statement about the purpose of the book. (Find the answer on Page 34.)
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Precious souls are studying
God’s word

while improving their English
language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Join hundreds of others.

Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher
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Teaching Bible Verses 
Using the Eight Parts of Speech 

by Lela Coley

The Bible’s value is within the total scope of our  
instruction. This is my way of establishing a  
pathway to the sameness in parts of speech in  
the Bible as in school books. 
Be the first to purchase this one-of-a-kind book 
for your Bible Class, home, or as a gift. 

Price: $12.00 plus S+H. Contact lelacoley2@gmail.com to order.

 
by Kevin Pendergrass 

     Many of us were given an oversimplified way of how 
we should view the Bible. This is reflected in the popular 
saying, “The Bible says it—that settles it.” However, this 
understanding of the Bible has led to complete chaos, 
confusion, and division, as there are tens of thousands 
of denominations worldwide and dozens of fragmented 
groups even in the Churches of Christ. 
     It can be disorienting when one discovers that this 
naive approach to the Bible often does not match the 
complexities found in scripture nor does it account for 
much of the observable and experiential realities in the 
world around us. There is much more to properly  

interpreting and applying the Bible than merely a straightforward reading of the 
text. In Blinded by the Bible, you will join Kevin Pendergrass as he tackles these 
issues and explores many related questions such as:
 • Why have sincere and studious Christians throughout the ages interpreted the  
    Bible so differently from one another?
 • What impact do past and present cultures and civilizations have on how we  
    understand the Bible?
 • Does the Bible have a fixed and definitive ethic upon all it teaches and touches?
 • How should Christians approach and apply the Bible today?

Only Available on Amazon • www.kevinpendergrass.org
Kindle: $2.99; Paperback: $12.99; Kindle Unlimited: Free

Blinded by the Bible: Rethinking Our  
Relationship with Scripture  
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Ann Voskamp. 
WayMaker: 
Finding the Way 
to the Life You’ve 
Always Dreamed 
Of. W Publishing, 
2022. $22.35. 

God, the WayMaker, is Always at Work

Available everywhere books are sold.

The Delinquent Church
by Ken Wilson, Ph.D.

NEW BOOK SALE! 
$9.95

This book examines 
the church in Corinth 
as well as the culture of 
that day and compares 
it with the culture of 
the church today!

Visit agapecounselingcenter.org/ to order.

Lorenzo Humphreys. 
Lorenzo’s Book of 
Poems: Inspiring 
Poems, Devotionals 
and Scriptures. 
Self-published, 2022. 
$14.95. Order from 
Amazon.

Poems, Devotionals, and Scriptures



Fishing for men by restoring the spirit of Christianity

The apostle Peter was called 
from his fishing boat to 
become a “fisher of men.” 
Little did he know the call to 

“follow me” meant he would spend 
the majority of his remaining life 
as a cultural transplant in foreign 
lands.

Two thousand years 
later, cultural transplants 
from three different 
continents have been 
called by God to live as 
spiritual exiles. “Renewal 
Through Restoration: 
An Uncommon Call to 
Christian Discipleship” 
shares the common 
commitment of these 
men to restore, not just 
the letter, but the spirit of 
early Christianity. 

The contributors are Benny 
Tabalujan, an Asian Australian 
who lives in Melbourne; Steve 
Wilson, who grew up in Sydney, 
Australia, met his wife in Florida, 
worked with churches in Tasmania 

and lives in Brisbane; and Allen 
McNicol, a Queenslander who 
studied at Abilene Christian 
University, Yale and Vanderbilt and 
is a longtime resident of Austin, 
Texas. Each of these Australians 
has served as an elder of a Church 

of Christ and knows what it 
means to be “sojourners and 
exiles.”

The book ponders “what 
returning to the habits 
and ethos of Jesus and His 
earliest followers may look 
like in our day,” the authors 
write. Their primary topics 
are renewal through resto-
ration, being in Christ, living 
as God’s people and engaging 
the world. The book calls 
us to restore the spirit of 

the early church by restoring a 
Christlike spirit of discipleship in 
our personal relationships, in our 
spiritual communities and in our 
relationships in the world.

Tabalujan writes two chapters on 
each of the four topics, followed 

by responses by McNicol and 
Wilson. Part three concludes with 
a thoughtful discus-
sion by biblical scholar 
Everett Ferguson on 
the identity of Churches 
of Christ, extending 
the discussion of the 
communal aspect of 
disciples living as God’s 
people. 

The book is well 
written and easy to 
read, flowing like a spir-
itual, Socratic dialogue 
among friends from 
three different gener-
ations. Each writer 
contributes thoughts 
on the four disciple-
ship topics from their 
distinctive spiritual and 
cultural perspective.

One of the unique 
storylines of this book 
is the reflections of 
spiritual and cultural transplants 
who have lived on three different 

continents. Each author shares a 
common commitment to answer 

Jesus’ invitation to 
“follow me” in our 
generation. 

Peter would be 
pleased to know that, 
2,000 years later, these 
sojourners would write 
in a kindred spirit of 
his book. Each of these 
writers is calling spir-
itual exiles to the true 
spirit of discipleship. 
They challenge their 
readers to truly “sanc-
tify Christ as Lord in 
your hearts” (1 Peter 
3:15).

DALE HARTMAN and his family 
spent twelve years as mission-
aries in Sydney, Australia, before 
returning to Oklahoma to serve as 
minister for the Eastside Church 
of Christ in Midwest City, Okla., 

in 1991. He now serves on staff for the North 
MacArthur Church of Christ in Oklahoma City.

In Print

Dale Hartman Benny Tabalujan. 
Renewal Through 
Restoration, An 
Uncommon Call to 
Christian Discipleship.
Klesis Press. 2021. 246 
pages. $10.99.
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ANAHEIM, Calif.

W alking up to the Ball Road 
Church of Christ was 
nearly as nerve-wracking 
as waiting in line for Big 

Thunder Mountain Railroad. 
But I had conquered my fear of the 

train-themed roller coaster — and 
even enjoyed it; we did it three times 
— so maybe this experience would be 

a good one, too. 
The small congre-

gation was only a 
short walk from our 
hotel. It took us half 
as long to reach the 
church building as 
it took us to walk 
to Disneyland and 
California Adventure, 
where we’d spent the 
past four days.  

Still, I had considered just playing it 
safe and watching our home congre-
gation’s Sunday service online in our 
hotel room. I mean, what would Bible 
class be like here? Would there even 
be a place for my girls? 

My parents were big believers 
in attending every Sunday, even 
while on vacation, so I guess my 
upbringing won out. I wasn’t even 
sure what time church started, so I 
got up early to scout out the loca-
tion. One of the members, Al Wiles, 
was unlocking the gate. He said we’d 
be more than welcome.

He wasn’t kidding. As soon as we 
stepped inside church members 
greeted us warmly and showed our 
daughters to their classes. They led 

me and my wife to a coffee pot and 
doughnuts. There were back issues of 
The Christian Chronicle on a table in 
the foyer. Yeah, I was home.

Richard Shields taught the adult 
Bible class, and I can honestly say 
it was one of the best Bible classes 
I’ve attended. “The Beginning and 
the End: God’s Eternal Purpose for 
Creation” was the not-at-all-ambitious 
title of the series, and the lesson 
focused on the way Jesus fulfilled the 
covenants of the Old Testament. 

Brother Shields showed how Jesus’ 
genealogy in Matthew 1 and 2 relates 
to two such covenants. In Mary’s song 
from Luke 1, “the coming of Jesus is 
immediately connected to the promise 
made to Abraham,” Shields said. 

He was extremely well prepared. I 
took furious notes.

During worship, minister John 

Couch preached on John the Baptist 
and brought up some points I never 
had considered. He compared John’s 
work, including the baptisms he 
performed, to surfing. You have to start 
paddling before the big wave arrives. 

As John the Baptist said in Luke 3, “I 
baptize you with water. But one who is 
more powerful than I ... will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

The big wave is coming, so start 
paddling! I can’t think of a more 
California way to put it.

Churches often hesitate to discuss 
the political issues of the day, 
including the Supreme Court’s recent 
overturn of Roe v. Wade. In September 
brother Couch is launching a monthly 
series titled “You’re Not Supposed to 
Talk About That.” Subjects include 
premarital sex, abortion, homosexu-
ality and transgender issues.

During our visit, I learned that this 
is a combined congregation. Most of 
the folks we met are members of the 
Newland Street Church of Christ, 
which sold its facility a couple of 
years ago and began worshiping 
with the smaller Ball Road congre-
gation as the Newland members 
looked for a new meeting place. 

Then the pandemic hit and every-
thing was put on hold. So, they’re 
still at Ball Road, sharing the facility 
with a Spanish-speaking Iglesia de 
Cristo. On Sunday night the church 
planned to gather with their Hispanic 
brethren for a cookout.  

One longtime Newland member 
told me that there are five Churches 
of Christ in northern Orange County 
with combined assets of $25 million. 
That’s more than enough to build a 
“city on a hill” for all of Anaheim to see, 
he said, but building consensus can be 
tougher than building a meeting place. 

Selfishly, I hope they stay on Ball 
Road. For us, they were the Disneyland 
Church of Christ — a warm and 
welcoming home away from home. 
They provided us with a spiritual thrill 
far beyond anything we experienced 
while sailing with the Pirates of the 
Caribbean, racing in Radiator Springs, 
slinging webs with Spider-Man or 
flying the Millennium Falcon.

And we didn’t even have to wait 
in line. You can’t say that for Big 
Thunder Mountain Railroad!

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
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Insight
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A real thrill ride: visiting a church on vacation
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The sun sets on Pixar Pier at Disney’s 
California Adventure in Anaheim.
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The unused 33 letters read: “THIS PRESENTED JESUS 
AS MESSIANIC KING”

1) Habakkuk. 
2) Barak (Judges 4:6). 
3) Abel (Genesis 4:8). 
4) Ezekiel (Ezekiel 4). 
5) Balaam (Numbers 22).
6) Aram (2 Samuel 15:8). 
7) Midian (Exodus 2:15). 
8) Ammon (Genesis 19:38). 
9) Ono (1 Chronicles 8:12).
10) Abednego (Daniel 3).
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JOB OPENINGS

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Al Wiles and Dale Moreland welcome 
visitors to the Ball Road church.
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CENTER FOR
CHRISTIAN STUDIES

"JCS I/2 presents a higher
vision of sex and marriage—
rooted in God’s word and
good creation rather than
human experience and
desires—that honors God and
promotes authentic human
flourishing."

Mark E. Powell, PhD
Dean & Professor of Theology
Harding School of Theology

Our Mission
The Center for Christian Studies (CCS) produces accessible
articles and videos to help Christians and churches grow in biblical
literacy, theological understanding, thoughtful worship, spiritual
formation, and ethical living. Our mission is to help Christians
better understand, practice, and pass on their faith and to train
teachers of teachers (2 Timothy 2:2).

Our Team

Board of Trustees: Allan McNicol, Todd Hall, Keith Stanglin, Becky
Stewart, Benny Tabalujan, Libby Weed
Advisory Council: Michael R. Young, Robert Bluethman, James
Bury, Jim Martin, Deanna Munger, Mac Sandlin, Harold Shank

Videos: Study Scripture and discuss culturally relevant topics
with your church or small group.
Live Instruction: Schedule online teaching or an in-person
seminar for your church or class.
Books: Order books from our online shop.
Journal of Christian Studies: Take a deep dive into pressing
topics, such as sexuality and marriage.
Give & Share: Make a tax-deductible financial gift to CCS,
contribute to the McNicol-Weed Endowment, refer our
website to your congregation's ministers and teachers, and
invite your friends and family to study along with you.

Get Started Now

Contact us for a free, no-obligation chat to see how CCS can help
your church members grow in faith.ONLINE. IN PRINT. IN PERSON.

Web: www.christian-studies.org
Email: info@christian-studies.org

Phone: 512.751.2728

Chairman
Allan McNicol, PhD

Associate Director
Todd Hall, PhD

Director
Keith Stanglin, PhD
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Share the Good News with 

...an effort to put one million 
WBS Study Bibles into the hands of seekers.
You and your congregation can be part of it.

HOW CAN I GIVE?
Your gift connects a seeker with a 
WBS Study Helper for personal 
study—and helps them get a free Bible.
worldbibleschool.net/give

CAN I BUY?
Yes. Use Bibles for 
personal use and 
pews, as well as for gifts 
and as presentation Bibles.
worldbibleschool.net/bible

$5ea

$100  for 

20 books

$1,000  for

 200 books

$5,000  for 

1000 books

M I L L I O N  D O L L A R  S U N D AY

Our Million Dollar Sunday (MDS) campaign provides 
funding for Bibles and Bible-based materials, free to all. Your 
donations during this campaign will transform lives as God 
uses our partnership with you to proclaim the love of Christ! 

PO Box 55245, Hurst, Texas 76054     800-486-1818     EEM.ORG

September 1 - December 31

P ROV I D E  B I B L E S  AT  E E M .O RG / M D S

 GOAL:
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