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TULSA, Okla.

Shock. Tears. Prayers. Talk about guns.
All ripple through The Park Church 

of Christ, a 2,000-member congregation 
that is a microcosm of Tulsa, as yet 

another American city mourns lives lost in a 
mass shooting.

“A few days ago, we all found ourselves 
in a heartbroken state,” Dr. Joe Reese, 
a church elder and former Saint Francis 
Health System chief of staff, said as grieving members 
gathered for worship June 5. 

“While we see things on the news, it seems far away. But 
it really hit home and has hurt … when we see that four AUDREY JACKSON

A woman kneels in tears at a memorial for victims of a mass shooting at Robb Elementary School.

BY AUDREY JACKSON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

UVALDE, Texas

For Emmaline Whyrick, an awards ceremony on May 
24 celebrated her end-of-year accomplishments. 

The fourth-grader received two accolades at Robb 
Elementary School that Tuesday morning: A/B Honor 

Roll and Library Citizenship. Her father, Britt, picked her up 
early since her classwork for the day had concluded. 

A gunman arrived 10 minutes later.
He entered the same hallway Emmaline, 10, had just 

walked through, passed her classroom and killed 19 of her 
classmates and two of her teachers. 

Across the campus, the ensuing lockdown trapped 
Emmaline’s second-grade cousin, Arianna, inside the school.  

It would be hours before city officials reunited Arianna 
safely with her parents at the city’s civic center, and even 
longer before Emmaline saw her mother, Janna Whyrick.

Whyrick, a radiographer at Uvalde Memorial Hospital, 
was working when the ambulances and buses began 
arriving with shooting victims. Knowing her own daugh-
ter was safe, the Getty Street Church of Christ member 
focused on trying to save others’ children.

Christians grieve shooting deaths
AS UVALDE MOURNS  21 victims, 
church members show love. 

See UVALDE, Page 10

Reese

AFTER YET ANOTHER ATTACK, an Oklahoma 
church prays, reflects: Is there a solution?

See TULSA, Page 12
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See GOOD NEWS, Page 4 

‘We sure could use 
a little good news 
today,” Anne 
Murray sang in 

a No. 1 country hit in 1983.
Nearly four decades later, 

negative headlines abound: 
Mass shootings. The war in 
Ukraine. Church closings.

Even when 
the news 
is bad, The 
Christian 
Chronicle 
strives to 
highlight 
Christians 
living out 
their faith 
in inspiring 
ways, as 

you’ll notice turning the 
pages of this month’s edition.

Still, to quote Murray, 
“One more sad story’s one 
more than I can stand.” So 
I asked fellow Christians to 
share a little good news:

• The Wetzel Road 
Church of Christ in 
Liverpool, N.Y., is celebrating 
two baptisms, minister and 
elder David Owens said, and 
welcoming a mission group 
from the Stillwater Church 
of Christ in Oklahoma.

• The West-Ark Church 
of Christ in Fort Smith, 
Ark., is organizing its first  
Vacation Bible School for 
people with special needs, 
member Jordon Brown said. 

In 2017, I covered that 
church’s “Night to Shine” 
prom for God’s children with 
autism, Down syndrome and 
other special needs.

• The Oxford and Rivers 
Hill congregations — both in 
Oxford, Miss. — are collabo-
rating with an organization

God is good,
and so are
these stories

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

DALLAS — The steeple at the 
Skillman Church of Christ 
stretches skyward above a red-
brick, Georgian building, a Dallas 
landmark on one of the city’s     
longest streets.  

Three pairs of locked double 
doors once opened to a sanctuary 
that seated 1,200 when constructed 
in 1951. Remodeling over the years 
reduced the capacity to 650, but the 
church hasn’t used the space for 
worship since before the pandemic. 
And it hasn’t been full in decades. 

On June 12, about 80 members 
gathered there to vote on their future.

After decades of decline, the 
vote ended months of speculation, 
anticipation and dread. Under 
church bylaws, a two-thirds majority 
of eligible members voting was 
required to support a proposal by the 
Skillman elders to become a fourth 
satellite campus of The Hills Church 
of Christ in suburban Fort Worth. 

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

WARSAW, Poland

Bizarrely, Yura Taran is thankful 
for all the years he abused drugs.

It was another life ago, before 
he became a Christian and then 

a minister for a Church of Christ in the 
eastern Ukrainian city of Zaporizhzhia. 

But the poison with which he 
polluted himself had lingering effects. 
He’s not healthy enough to serve in the 
Ukrainian military.

Neither is fellow minister Boris 
Sanzhura of Kramatorsk. He’s 

thankful for the nagging eye problem 
that resulted from an old injury. It’s a 

“thorn in the flesh,” as 
the apostle Paul wrote 
in 2 Corinthians 12. 
But it allowed him to 
cross the border with 
members of his congre-
gation while other men 
were required to stay.

They can’t serve their 
country by taking up 

arms. But here, they can serve their 
flock by taking up the cross.

See EXODUS, Page 17

CHERYL MANN BACON

The Skillman Church of Christ in 
Dallas was constructed in 1951.

‘Grandmother 
church’ of Dallas 
fights for its future
PATH UNCERTAIN  for Skillman 
congregation after vote to merge 
fails despite majority support.

AUDREY JACKSON

Yulia Taran and Boris Scanzhura are among 50-plus Ukrainians living in a Warsaw 
facility provided by Churches of Christ. Whenever they consider returning to their 
homeland, they hear about new attacks, said Taran’s husband, minister Yura Taran.

IN POLAND’S CAPITAL, Ukrainian refugees are ‘in each other’s faces, at 
each other’s throats’ — and are redefining what it means to be a church.

Taran

‘This is our Exodus’ See SKILLMAN, Page 22 
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called RIP Medical Debt. The goal: 
“to raise $5,000 to relieve half a 
million in medical debt” for people 
in three area counties.

“If we can raise $10,000, we can 
alleviate a million in debt,” said Les 
Ferguson Jr., the Oxford church’s 
preaching minister.

• The Creekside Church of 
Christ in Greenville, Texas, is 
hosting its annual First Responders 
Appreciation Lunch.

“This event is special because 
it invites the community into our 
building,” said Michelle Gilbert, one 
of the coordinators. “It’s truly an 
intergenerational program.”

• The Matsudo Church of 
Christ in Japan is adding an English-
speaking service, said Leslie Taylor, 
a missionary with his wife, Sara.

“We’re able to do it because a 
Japanese-American who was baptized 
in January has joined and because 
his girlfriend from Lithuania, who is 
a Christian, is moving here,” Taylor 
said. “For a little church that has been 
here for 60 years, that’s big news.”

• The Ventura Church of Christ 
in California is bouncing back after 
a pandemic downturn. “New people 
are coming to church, calling our 
church their home and getting 
baptized,” minister Andrew Hill said.

•Speaking of COVID-19, the 
North Tuscaloosa Church of 
Christ in Alabama is praising God 
for the recovery of member Danny 
Mills. The husband of Heather and 
father of five “finally left the hospital 
after 330 days and a lung trans-
plant,” said Calvin Cockrell, the 
church’s young adults minister.

• For the first time in three years, 
the Piedmont Church of Christ in 
Oklahoma made its annual mission 
trip to the Navajo Nation, minister 
Ken Richter said. The youth group 
worked with the Fort Defiance 
Church of Christ in Arizona, where 
Terry Laurence preaches.

“The reservation has stricter 
COVID rules, and we still had to 
do all of Vacation Bible School 
outdoors,” Richter said. “We also 
had a day of cutting wood in the 
forest, as many elderly Navajos still 
heat with log fires.”

• The McDermott Road Church 
of Christ in Plano, Texas, is 

sending Caleb Kirkwood to Estonia 
to work with Camp Balchyoca 
(Baltic Christian Youth Camp). 
Kirkwood is a resident director at 
Oklahoma Christian University.

“This is his third year and probably 
McDermott’s 10th year to work with 
the congregation in Tallinn, Estonia,” 
said Lisa Kirkwood, Caleb’s mother.

• The Rochester Church of 
Christ in Minnesota is making 
“birthing packs” for women in 
Malawi, said Patti Sikes, wife of 
minister Steve Sikes.

Last year, a woman from Malawi 
began studying with the church 
— best known for its Hands of 
Compassion ministry for Mayo Clinic 
patients. “We are now ministering 
to women from Malawi in many 
different ways and offer a class called 
‘WOW! Women Opening the Word 
— Bible 101,’” Patti Sikes said.

• John Walker Moore, minister for 
the East End Church of Christ in 
East Hampton, N.Y., said, “The little 
congregation I serve has already 
given a significant sum to Ukrainian 
refugee work, is deciding on a gift 
to a Ugandan orphanage/school 
and will, of course, soon be seeking 
another country designated with the 
lead letter ‘U.’”

• The Collegeside Church 
of Christ in Cookeville, Tenn., is 
launching a ministry training camp to 
model vocational ministry. “This will 
be in the same vein as the Preacher’s 
Training Camp at the Pennington 
Bend Church of Christ in Nashville 
that took place for many years,” 
minister John Nichols said.

• Charlie Johanson, minister for 
the Brentwood Oaks Church of 
Christ in Austin, Texas, said, “The 
Spirit has been actively leading us 
to make connections with a local 
elementary school and serve the 
surrounding community in new and 
fresh ways. God is on the move. We 
are trying to keep up.”

On a personal note, my 1-year-old 
granddaughter, Norah, just took her 
first steps. My grandson, Bennett, 
almost 4, just played his first T-ball 
game and said a really sweet prayer 
at breakfast the other day.

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross. 

GOOD NEWS: Christians share positive stories
FROM PAGE 3

Schedule of Events for the Roosevelt Drive Church of Christ (RDCoC)
70th Anniversary Homecoming Celebration

August 5-7, 2022

Friday, August 5, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building)

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Check-In and Registration (Gift Bag Distribution)  
 and Catered Evening Meal
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Performance by the New River Harmony 
 Barbershop Quartet
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. Roosevelt Drive CoC “Reflections” and Dessert Social

Saturday, August 6, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building for the morning and a local 
Jacksonville, NC high school for the evening)

9:00 - 10:30 a.m. Ron and Anne Edwards “Celebration of 37 Years of God-Glorifying   
 Ministry”
10:30 - 11:30 a.m. Formal Dedication of  “The Ron and Anne Edwards Outreach Center”
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Catered Lunch
1:00 - 6:00 p.m. Free Time (visit Camp Lejeune, New River Air Station, Camp Geiger,  
 “Old Stomping Grounds,” picturesque beaches of the Crystal Coast)
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Performance by Tommy and Denise Langlois (vocal and instrumental)
7:00 - 8:15 p.m. Performance by the Comedic Duo of Bean and Bailey from Nashville,  
 Tenn. (inviting the entire community; the concert is free for everyone/ 
 no charge)
8:15 - 9:00 p.m. Dessert Social
 
Sunday, August 7, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building)

9:30 - 10:15 a.m. Bible Class (led / taught by former RDCoC preachers)
10:15  - 12:00 noon Sunday Morning Worship (Sermon by Brother Ron Edwards)
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Catered Lunch
1:00 p.m. Final Prayer of Consecration and Farewells

111 Roosevelt Rd, Jacksonville, NC 28540 • (910) 347-1122 • https://www.rdcoc.org/

Single Parent Supervisor
        *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
        *Supervise single parents and other staff
          who work with them
        *Required to live on campus, which
          includes house and utilities as part of 
          compensation

On-campus Houseparents
         *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
         *Competitive pay
         *Rewarding work serving “the least of these”

Contact Chris Hagan
270.843.3038

Chris@potterministries.org

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.
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FLORIDA
VERO BEACH — “Jesus, Take the Wheel” 
took on a new meaning recently.

A tire came loose from a moving car 
about a block from the Vero Beach 
Church of Christ. The tire gained 
speed as it rolled and hurtled through 

a church window, breaking the glass 
and disrupting tables and chairs. 

The fellowship room was not in use 
at the time, and no one was harmed. 

Minister Tracy Moore was in the 
kitchen with two other people at the 
time and heard the crash. “I thought 
part of the ceiling had fallen in,” 
Moore said. “It was bizarre.”

Watch a video of the mishap at   
christianchronicle.org/tire.

MISSOURI
ROLLA — The Rolla Church of Christ 
has become an official sponsor for 
Afghan relief work and is accepting 
contributions from others in the 
fellowship.

The congregation unexpectedly 
began supporting four Christian 
families in Afghanistan. 

This happened after the church 
received a $5,000 donation of 
wadded-up $20 bills on “Orphan 

Sunday.” A note accompanying the 
bills said, “For the Christians in 
Afghanistan and China.” 

Elder Andy Cassidy had learned 
months earlier about the exten-
sive internet work of World English 
Institute in Afghanistan and the 
receptivity of Muslims there. 

“When the Taliban took over 
Afghanistan in August, we knew it 
was just a matter of time before our 
brethren there would need assis-
tance,” Cassidy said. 

The $5,000, divided into $300 
monthly deposits for each of the 
four families, lasted months.

Read the full story at               
christianchronicle.org/rolla.

TENNESSEE
WAVERLY — Church leaders joined 
with the Waverly community to seek 
comfort and mourn two teenagers 
who died by suicide, WTVF-TV in 

Nashville reported. 
Jeff Keele, minister for the 

Waverly Church of Christ, and 
Joe Rhodes, minister for the New 
Johnsonville Church of Christ, 
gathered with the community to 
share in the grief and pray. 

“We want you kids to know right 
off the bat we haven’t been listening, 
but we’re gonna start,” Rhodes told 
the crowd at a vigil in early June. 

“You’re not alone. You’re valued. 
There’s someone who loves you. 
There’s someone who just wants to 
listen to you. We want to hear you.”

Waverly, a town of 4,300 about 65 
miles west of Nashville, has faced its 
share of turmoil, from the COVID-19 
pandemic to a deadly flood that 
destroyed hundreds of homes, busi-
nesses and schools last year. 

GOT NEWS? Email items for the Across the Nation 
page to audrey@christianchronicle.org.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BENTON CHURCH OF CHRIST      

Members of the Benton Church of Christ in Kentucky gather for a group photo after a Sunday service. The congregation recently celebrated its 100th anniversary 
and commemorated the occasion by burying a time capsule for future members to dig up in 2072. The Benton church began in the home of Naaman Duke Sr. 
and met in public spaces until members were able to afford a building in 1922. The church moved to its current building, pictured above, in 1999. 

Kentucky congregation celebrates centennial by burying time capsule  

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TRACY MOORE

The stray tire lies on the floor in the Vero 
Beach Church of Christ’s Founders’ Hall. 
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When a gunman killed 32 
people at Virginia Tech 
in 2007, Seth Terrell was 
a 21-year-old campus 

minister for the nearby Blacksburg 
Church of Christ.

Freshly graduated from Freed-
Hardeman University in Henderson, 
Tenn., with a double-major in Bible 
and history, Terrell suddenly faced 
the biggest challenge of his young 
ministry career.

Fifteen years later, he still recalls 
the helplessness he felt — along 
with the hope that the southwestern 
Virginia community’s tragedy would 

bring real change.
“Part of me just felt 

like it was the mass 
shooting that would 
end mass shootings,” 
said Terrell, now a 
37-year-old father of 
two. “I think I was 
just a lot more hope-
ful and optimistic 

then, and I just felt like that was 
just such a dark and grotesque 
shooting.”

But since then, other death counts 
have eclipsed that of the Virginia 
Tech massacre — then the deadli-
est mass shooting in modern U.S. 
history. 

In 2016, 49 people were killed 
at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Fla. 
The next year, 58 died at a country 
music festival in Las Vegas, Nev.

Just in recent weeks, a string of 
shootings has claimed the lives of 10 
people at a grocery store in Buffalo, 
N.Y.; 19 children and two teachers 
at an elementary school in Uvalde, 
Texas; and — just one example of 
other attacks nationwide — two doc-
tors, a receptionist and a clinic visitor 
at a medical office in Tulsa, Okla.

Like Terrell, Jessica Knapp keeps 
praying for an end to the senseless 
bloodshed.

Knapp was the part-time youth 
minister for the since-closed 
Mountain Avenue Church of Christ 
in Tucson, Ariz., when a gunman 
opened fire on Congresswoman 

Gabrielle Giffords outside a local 
supermarket in 2011. 

Giffords survived, but six people 
— including Dorwan Stoddard, a 
beloved member of the Mountain 
Avenue church — died. Stoddard 
dove on top of his wife, Mavy, to save 
her. Despite gunshot wounds to her 
legs, Mavy lived. Now in her late 80s, 
she resides in a senior living facility.

“For many years after the shooting 
in Tucson, every new shooting would 
hurt,” said Knapp, a 45-year-old 
mother of four. “I would feel all of the 
sadness and loss all over again.

“As the years have 
gone on, I feel it less, 
mostly I think because 
I have had to distance 
myself from the media 
and the reporting,” 
she added. “I can’t 
watch the news very 
much anymore.”

But she has 
been unable to escape the recent 
headlines.

“Buffalo and Uvalde,” Knapp 
said, “have once again shined the 
light on the panic, loss, anger and 
deep sadness so many of us have 
experienced.”

Britt Farmer is among those who 
have experienced those difficult 
emotions.

Farmer was the preacher for the 

West Freeway Church of Christ 
in White Settlement, Texas, when 
a gunman opened fire during the 
Lord’s Supper in 2019. 

Two beloved Christians — Richard 
White and Anton “Tony” Wallace — 
were killed before an armed member 
fatally shot the attacker.

Each time a new shooting occurs, 
Farmer, 62, said he can’t help but 
reflect on the pain and suffering of 
victims’ families.

The minister mentioned Joe 
Garcia, husband of Irma Garcia, 
one of the teachers shot to death in 

Uvalde. Joe Garcia 
collapsed and died 
of a heart attack 
just two days after 
his wife’s slaying. A 
cousin wrote online 
that he “died of a bro-
ken heart.”

“I understand that 
pain, that constant 

thought process,” said Farmer, a 
father of four, grandfather of seven 
and great-grandfather of two. 

“There’s no way to block that out. 
You just know you were there,” he 
said of witnessing the West Freeway 
shooting up close. “And it affected me 
more than I ever thought it would. 

“I thought, ‘Well, I’m strong 
enough, and my job is to help other 
people,’” he added. “But neglecting 

my own feelings, and neglecting my 
own processing, caused me to go 
through a lot of difficult recovery.”

‘DEVOTION TO CHRIST’
Darkness.
Evil.
As Christians, Terrell, Knapp and 

Farmer all believe the world is bro-
ken and in desperate need of Jesus’ 
healing power. 

Beyond that, each grapples with 
how disciples of Christ should 
respond to the ongoing gun violence 
in America.

“When Virginia Tech happened 
— of course, I was in the epicenter 
of it — but it seemed like it was on 
everybody’s hearts and minds for 
a while,” said Terrell, who later left 
Blacksburg and earned a master’s in 
divinity at Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

“Now it just seems like we swipe 
right or we swipe left, and we’re on 
to the next story,” he added. “And 
that’s frustrating. 

“As Christians, I don’t know how 
much we’re taking the time to 
grieve and to wrestle and to say, 
‘OK, the kingdom is operating on 
another level, but the kingdom is 
also here in our midst, and what 
does that require of us?’”

Terrell is now an English pro-
fessor at a community college in 
Alabama. He previously served 
as the preaching minister for the 
North Broad Church of Christ in 
Albertville, Ala., where he still lives. 

He grew up in the South and said 
he has an appreciation for firearms.

“And yet,” he said, “I also have 
this angst in me that also recognizes 
that sometimes our idol worship of 
firearms is leading us to some dark 
places.”

Now a minister for the SEED 
Gathering, a church plant in 
Tucson, Knapp said she believes “a 
full series of changes” is necessary.

In her view, that starts with 
firearms.

“While I grew up with guns and 
in a family of hunters and gun 
owners, I do think today there are 
too many mentally unstable young 
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In 2007, Seth Terrell, right, pauses at a memorial for the Virginia Tech massacre victims.

Farmer

Mass shootings rekindle painful memories
CHRISTIANS WHO HAVE  experienced tragedies grapple with how to respond to gun violence in U.S.

Terrell

Knapp



adults with access to firearms,” she 
said. “We require young adults to 
be 21 to gamble, 21 to drink. I am 
not opposed to requiring those who 
purchase high-powered rifles like 
AK-47s and AR-15s to be 21.”

But the solution doesn’t stop with 
gun restrictions, she said. 

Knapp advocates basic gun safety 
and training for all students. That 
would remove the taboo, she said, 
that almost makes firearms “more 
enticing for those who are looking 
for an outlet.”

Beyond that, better mental health 
access for all people is needed, she 
believes, along with a recognition 
that many young shooters have a 
past full of hurt and pain.

“God calls us to love people, but 
I think often as believers, we don’t 
really believe in the power of love,” 
Knapp said.

MORALS IN AMERICA
For Farmer, now the minister for 

the Aledo Church of Christ, west of 
Fort Worth, a corruption of morals 
in America explains the problem.

“I hate to say it, but it does not 
surprise me with the direction that 
our country has gone for the last 
20 to 30 years and possibly since its 
very inception,” Farmer said. 

“In my life in the last few years, 
I’ve seen a complete and total turn 
away from any kind of respect, any 

kind of disciplining children,” he 
added. “It’s where people have got-
ten completely away from any type 
of moral understanding of life.

“People blame it on video games, 
and people blame it on movies. 
Well, I blame it on parents who 
don’t teach children the difference 
between fantasy and reality.” 

The minister doesn’t see gun con-
trol as the answer.

“We can change the age of gun 
ownership, and everybody’s for 
that,” he said. “But then we turn 
around and say a 5-year-old can 
decide what gender they are, but 
you can’t buy a gun until you’re 21.

“The moral compass that we’re 
using has no true north.”

Like Farmer, Knapp maintains that 
society as a whole must “do better.”

“We need to love people better,” 
she said. “We need to teach people 
the value of a life. We need to stop 
buying and supporting violent 
video games and movies filled with 
violence. We need to stop idolizing 
movie characters who shoot things 
up and solve problems with violence.

“At some point, our society as a 
whole has to take responsibility for 
the monster we have created.”

GOD AND GUNS: See what Christian Chronicle 
readers have to say about guns in America and the 
recent mass shootings. Read our survey story at 
christianchronicle.org/gun-survey.
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Community members light candles during a 2019 vigil outside the West Freeway church.

Harlston

Tennessee Children’s Home is a 501(c)3, COA Accredited since 2005 Agency that 
is passionately dedicated to providing short-term services to at-risk youth and their 
families in Tennessee.

We are looking for faithful couples and individuals who want to serve full time 
in our ministry as In-home Case Managers (all three campuses), Residential 
Counselors (formerly houseparents), night staff, teacher assistants, and teachers.

Our benefit package includes: a competitive compensation, paid time off, short 
and long-term insurance, life insurance, pension fund, a support team on call, 
weekly staffing with a licensed therapist, and excellent on-going training.

Interested individuals can contact:
Dana Lawson, MBA
HR/QI Director
Tennessee Children’s Home
dlawson@tennesseechildrenshome.org
931/486-2274 ext. 225
Look us up on our website:  https://www.tennesseechildrenshome.org
Over 100 years of sharing faith, hope and love.

Sharing Faith, Hope and Love
Since 1909

www.tennesseechildrenshome.org



It is a day Whyrick, who declined 
an interview request, can’t recount 
without breaking down. 

“She saw things that nobody 
should ever see,” Whyrick’s mother, 
Renee Potter, said while choking 
back tears. “And she couldn’t hug 
her child because she was in work 
mode trying to save others.”

‘A MAN WHO CRIED’
Across town, Whyrick’s father, 

Chris Potter, headed to Uvalde’s 
civic center. As the minister for the 
Concan Church of Christ about 20 
miles north of Uvalde and a retired 
member of law enforcement, Potter 
knew the waiting families would be 

in spiritual need.
He had placed 

Isaiah 41:10 on the 
Concan church’s 
marquee only hours 
before: 

“So do not fear, for 
I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for 
I am your God. I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.”

He joined ministers from many 
denominations, all offering prayers 
and spiritual guidance. 

As confirmations of death arrived 
from the hospital and authorities 
notified the families, Potter and 
other ministers stood vigil nearby. 
They did what little 
they could to offer 
comfort during an 
inconsolable time. 

“The wailing, 
the crying,” Potter 
said, recalling 
when families 
received tragic 
news. “It was 
pretty heart-
rending.

“If you look at 
the example of 
Jesus, you see a 
man who cried, who wept. When 
Mary was wailing, this was not 
just softly crying. This is wailing, 
weeping, heartfelt grief. This is what 
this town is feeling.”

‘GOD NEEDED MORE ANGELS’
Joe Perez has done his own fair 

share of crying during the past eight 
days.

As the Spanish minister for the 
Getty Street church, he is closely 
connected to the predominantly 
Hispanic community of Uvalde. 
Almost 90 percent of the student 
body at Robb Elementary is Latino. 

The small town is about halfway 
between San Antonio and the U.S.-
Mexico border. 

He heard the sirens that day from 
his church office 
less than a mile 
from the school. 
He didn’t think 
much of it, until 
the sirens didn’t 
stop.

At home that 
evening, Perez and 
his wife, Yolanda, 
cried for hours, 
mourning the 
dead children and 
teachers, aching 
for the families 

who had lost them. 
They wept again when they visited 

with two of the grandfathers whose 
families lost children. 

“One of them, he had already shed 
too many tears, so I shed one for 
him,” Perez said. “The other grand-
father … he said simply, ‘I guess 
God needed more angels, so he took 
these children here.’ And I agree.”

Since that tragic Tuesday, Perez 
has stood watch at the Getty Street 
church for 12 hours every day, 
sitting out front in the lobby, just in 
case someone knocks on the door. 

He hasn’t waited alone.

Three ministers with Churches 
of Christ arrived at the Getty Street 
building the day after the shooting to 
offer the community free counseling 
services and spiritual guidance. 

The phone rings constantly with 
calls: ministers from all denomi-
nations, members of Churches 
of Christ from across the nation, 
people from the community. Many 
ask what they can do to help and 
where to send donations. Others just 
want to talk. Some cry. 

“Directly affected or not, people 
from all over the United States have 
come to mourn,” Perez said. “And 
they shed tears. Even though they 
knew no one, they still shed tears. 
And that’s love, it’s the love that 

Christ put in all of 
us.”

UNIFIED DESPITE 
DIFFERENCES

In the community 
of 16,000, everybody 
knows someone who 
was directly affected. 

The Potters’ 
postman delivers mail to four fami-
lies who lost children. The custodian 
of the Getty Street church lost two 
cousins. A church elder’s assistant 
manager lost his son and niece; 
another coworker lost their child. 
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UVALDE: ‘This is wailing, weeping, heartfelt grief’
Attendees at the Getty Street Church of Christ cry during a prayer on Sunday, May 29. Two people in tears embrace in front of memorial crosses as others around them pray.

‘If you look at the example 
of Jesus, you see a man who 
cried, who wept. When Mary 

was wailing, this was not just 
softly crying. This is wailing, 

weeping, heartfelt grief. This 
is what this town is feeling.’
Chris Potter, talking about what the Uvalde 
community is feeling after the mass shooting.

PerezPotter



But as the town collectively 
grieves, residents’ ties to each other 
only strengthen.  

On May 25, the day after the 
tragic shooting, mourners from 
across South Texas packed into the 
dirt arena and stands of the Uvalde 
County Fairplex, many wearing 
maroon, Uvalde 
High School’s 
color. Over 
1,000 attendees 
shared prayers, 
hymns and tears 
throughout the 
evening. 

Emmaline, in 
attendance with 
her family, ran to 
hug her friends. 
Her early depar-
ture from school 
meant she didn’t 
know which of her friends had 
survived the deadly attack. 

Members of the Uvalde 
Ministerial Alliance, formed by 
community ministers — including 
Potter — of assorted denomina-
tions, led a prayer during the vigil, 
which ended with a rendition of 
“Amazing Grace.”

“We are unified despite 
our differences,” Potter said. 
“Disagreements, we’ve put them 
aside. We’re here to heal, mend. It’s 
an active time that we have to be a 
part of, and I think God is calling us 
to the forefront.”

That’s evident as his family — at 
least three generations — gathers 
on the lawn in front of the Uvalde 
County Courthouse, where commu-
nity members have set up crosses 
and memorials to the victims. The 
Potters stand next to their grand-
daughter, Emmaline, and her 

parents, Britt and 
Janna, holding 
signs that offer free 
hugs to those in 
need. 

There is rarely a 
pause in between 
hugs. 

“When every-
body’s gone, when 
the media is gone, 
and people have 
had time to kind 
of heal … we will 
be there,” Renee 

Potter said. “This town will be there 
for each other. We’ll get through it.”

HOW TO HELP: An account has been opened at 
First State Bank of Uvalde for the families of Robb 
Elementary. If you would like to donate to the Robb 
Elementary Memorial Fund, make checks payable to 
the “Robb School Memorial Fund” and mail to: 

200 E. Nopal St.
Uvalde, TX 78801-5336

Online donations can be made at 
onestarfoundation.org/uvalde/. Funds can 
also be donated for ministry work to the Getty 
Street Church of Christ via checks earmarked for the 
Uvalde crisis or online through the Givelify link at 
www.uvaldechurch.com.
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‘When everybody’s gone, when 
the media is gone, and people 
have had time to kind of heal 
… we will be there. This town 

will be there for each other. 
We’ll get through it.’

Renee Potter, about the Uvalde community’s 
resilience after the tragedy.  

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON

The Potters, on the left, join other family and friends at the courthouse memorial.

Emmaline and her father enjoy a fellowship meal at the Getty Street Church of Christ.

A mourner visits a memorial at the Uvalde County Courthouse for the 21 people killed. Annabelle, 9, hands a state trooper a flower in front of the Robb Elementary School. 



innocent Tulsans lost their lives,” 
added Reese, who knew two of 
those killed and led a special prayer 
for the victims’ families, medical 
professionals and first responders.

On the heels of a May 14 super-
market barrage in which 10 people 
died in Buffalo, N.Y., and a May 
24 school massacre that claimed 
19 children and two 
teachers in Uvalde, 
Texas, a gunman 
opened fire June 1 
in a medical office in 
Oklahoma’s second-
largest city.

Dr. Preston Phillips, 
59; Dr. Stephanie 
Husen, 48; reception-
ist Amanda Glenn, 40; and clinic 
visitor William Love, 73, were shot 
to death in a building on the Saint 
Francis campus.

Michael Louis, 45, armed with an 
AR-style semi-automatic rifle and a 
handgun, targeted his back surgeon 
— Phillips — after complaining of 
pain from a recent procedure, police 
reported. 

The shooter killed himself as 
officers responded to the attack 
just before 5 p.m. that Wednesday, 
according to authorities. A note left 
by Louis detailed his intent to kill 
the surgeon and anyone who got in 
his way, the police report said.

The deaths jolted members of The 

Park — the home congregation of 
Tulsa Police Chief Wendell Franklin 
and dozens of Saint Francis staff.

In an interview with The Christian 
Chronicle, Reese, an internal medi-
cine specialist, said he had served 
on Saint Francis’ board with Phillips 
and often ate breakfast with him. 

“He was a great man of faith,” 
Reese said of the surgeon, who 

traveled on medical 
mission trips to Togo, 
West Africa, with 
a Tulsa-based non-
profit, Light in the 
World Development 
Foundation.

Reese knew Husen, 
too, and described the 
orthopedist as a “go-

to person” for his patients with pain 
issues not requiring surgery.

At a news conference June 2, 
Franklin, a 25-year police veteran,  
expressed appreciation for his offi-
cers and sympathy for families deal-
ing with “this senseless tragedy.”

The chief, whose department com-
prises 800 officers serving a city of 
400,000, pointed to the importance 
of prayer, saying, “We pray because 
we all need prayer.”

“The surrounding love of my 
church community is what keeps me 
going,” Franklin said after the recent 
Sunday service. “It’s important this 
week. It’s important every week. But 
I’ve certainly felt it this week.”

’WE CAN FEED THEM’
Church member Andrea Hancock 

works as a surgery assistant at Saint 
Francis and recalls Phillips as “a 
truly remarkable man.” 

Hancock’s desire to show love for 
her shaken colleagues inspired The 
Park church to provide meals for 
the operating room staff June 2.

“You feel so helpless whenever 
that trauma happens, and she 
wanted to do something,” said Will 
Spoon, the church’s minister of hos-
pitality. “I said, ‘We can feed them.’”

Spoon ordered enough sand-
wiches from Lambrusco’z Deli, 
a Tulsa favorite, to feed both day 
shifts — about 125 to 150 anesthe-
siologists, doctors, nurses, techni-
cians and other staff members.

The Natalie Building, site of the 
shooting, is a place Spoon and his 
family have visited often.

“My children got tubes in their 
ears in that building,” he said. “I 
think it does make it more real.”

’IT’S BEEN HARD ON ALL OF US’
Church member Rendi Vail, a 

grandmother of three, works in a 
dental office in an adjoining build-
ing. She usually carries a handgun 
in her purse but had taken it out 
that day because she had a doctor’s 
appointment.

Although apprehensive because she 
didn’t know if police had caught the 
shooter, Vail said, she felt a need — a 

providential urging, she believes in 
retrospect — to see if she could help 
anyone evacuated to her building. 

Even as police cars kept arriv-
ing and sirens wailed between the 
buildings, Vail made her way to her 
lobby, where she encountered a cry-
ing woman with blood on her.

Deborah Love, 72, one of Phillips’ 
patients, was sitting alone when Vail 
spotted her. Love had just witnessed 
the shooting of her husband of 54 
years. Police had told her to leave 
the building as they conducted a 
search-and-rescue operation.

The Loves were in an exam room 
when the gunfire started. Deborah’s  
husband, William, was hit while try-
ing to barricade the door.

“I kept trying to hug her and con-
sole her when she was crying,” Vail 
said. “I told her I would stay with 
her until her family arrived. 

“Anyway, just bless her heart, 
I would never want to be in that 
position,” the church member 
added. “And then, unfortunately, 
we learned the next day that he 
(William Love) didn’t make it, so it’s 
been hard on all of us.”

Dr. Corbin VanBrunt and Traci 
Allen, who manages VanBrunt’s 
dental office, work across the hall 
from Vail. 

Like Vail, they attend The Park 
church. They were wrapping up their 
workday when they heard sirens. 

“People keep asking, ‘Are you OK 
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TULSA: Church prays, reflects after shooting
GABRIEL GRANT HUFF

Members of The Park Church of Christ in Tulsa, Okla., pray after the shooting. The service 
opened with a focus on victims’ families, medical professionals and first responders.

Phillips

GABRIEL GRANT HUFF

Police Chief Wendell Franklin, right, visits with Stacy Kymes, a fellow member of The 
Park Church of Christ in Tulsa, Okla., on the Sunday after the mass shooting.

Husen



going to work?’” Allen said after 
worship June 5. “I’m fine going to 
work. I just keep thinking about 
the people in that office (where the 
shooting occurred) going back to 
the office. It has to be horrific. 

“And the loss of someone you’ve 
worked with — I mean, we’ve 
worked together since 2009,” she 
said, referring to VanBrunt. “I 
wouldn’t be able to work if some-
thing happened to him. I wouldn’t 
be able to go back there.”

The tragedy also has caused 
VanBrunt to reflect.

“I don’t know what this gentle-
man’s issues were, but we also have 
patients who are on pain medication, 
and we have to go back and forth 
on that,” he said, noting increased 
regulation of prescription painkillers 
amid record drug overdoses. “And 
legally now, there’s only so much we 
can give anybody.”

‘AN EXTREMELY NICE LADY’
When church member Ken Factor 

first learned of the shooting, his 
thoughts turned to his many fellow 
Christians who work at Saint Francis.

Only later did he learn that Dr. 
Husen — who had treated both his 
wife, Julie, and him — had died in 
the attack.

“You almost couldn’t tell that she 
was a doctor because she was so 
personable and just joked around,” 
Factor, 58, said as he recalled Husen 
fondly. “My wife was on a little scooter 
for a while because she broke her 
foot, and we’d joke about her scooter.

“I had bad knees, and she and my 
wife would joke about my knees,” 
the retired City of Tulsa employee 
added. “It’s funny. I didn’t mind too 
much. She was an extremely nice 
lady. And very human. Very funny.”

Asked if he sees any solutions for 
the string of mass shootings, Factor 
stressed that he has been a regis-
tered Republican for nearly 40 years. 

But he said, “I think we need some 
kind of restrictions on guns. I don’t 
know that the Second Amendment 
applies to things like me deciding, 
‘I’m going to go get an AR-15 today.’”

The Tulsa gunman bought his 
AR-style semi-automatic rifle an hour 
before the shooting, according to 
police. Oklahoma is a Republican-
dominated state that has loosened 
gun regulations over the last decade.

According to The Associated 

Press, the recent shootings have 
exposed divisions on the gun issue 
in faith communities nationally and 
raised this question: “Are you pro-
life if you are pro-gun?”

In an address from the White 
House the night after the Oklahoma 
attack, President Joe Biden touted 
increased gun restrictions to reduce 
violence. 

Texas Sen. John Cornyn, a 
Republican and former longtime 
member of the University Avenue 
Church of Christ in Austin, is push-
ing for bipartisan gun reform leg-
islation. However, Cornyn stresses 
he’s not interested in “restricting the 
rights of law-abiding citizens under 
the Second Amendment.”

But after listening to Factor, fellow 
church member Lawson Vaughn 
offered a different perspective.

Vaughn pointed to data indicat-
ing gun ownership in America has 
remained fairly steady over the past 
50 years. The share of U.S. house-
holds that own guns has hovered 
between 37 percent and 47 percent 
since 1972, according to market 
research firm Statista. In 2021, 
about 42 percent of households had 
at least one gun in their possession.

“I think there’s something to 
be said just for the erosion of the 
home, the family,” said Vaughn, a 
48-year-old attorney and father of 
three. “I mean, it starts with raising 
kids to respect others and having 
families that go to church.

“I don’t want to have so many 
restrictions that it’s only the bad 
guys that have the guns,” he added.

While the proportion of house-
holds with guns has not risen 
dramatically, the number of AR-style 
weapons in circulation in the U.S. 
has surged to 19.8 million since a 
federal assault weapons ban expired 
in 2004 — up from around 8.5 mil-
lion, according to Business Insider.

Factor said he agrees that gun 
restrictions are not the total answer.

“There’s a lot to it,” he said. “But 
society doesn’t want to hear things 
like, ‘Oh, we’ve got to strengthen 
the home. We’ve got to bring our 
kids up right.’”

Vail, the church member who com-
forted the Tulsa victim’s wife, fears 
mass shootings will keep happening.

“I’m afraid,” Vail said, “that those 
that are mentally ill and those that 
are criminal — they will find a way.”
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The Mankato Church of Christ in Mankato, Minn., is looking for a full-time minister to serve 
in southern Minnesota. We are a congregation of approximately fifty members overseen by 
two elders. Additionally, we have a vocational ministry program to recruit young Christians 
to live in Mankato and work with the church. Applicants should possess sound biblical 
knowledge, have a degree in ministry or a similar field or preaching experience and good 
interpersonal skills. Duties would include, but are not limited to: pulpit preaching, Bible class 
teaching, community building, and outreach activities. Salary and benefits are negotiable and 
commensurate with experience.
Located in the rapidly growing largest city in southern Minnesota, we have a lot to offer! 
Mankato is 1.5 hours from the large metropolis of Minneapolis/St. Paul, with countless restau-
rants, stores, and industries. The closest international airport is conveniently located a little 
over an hour away, with a bus service running straight from the heart of town to the airport. 
The city of Mankato itself has a population of more than 100,000 and is also home to a large 
contingent of college students. With a big state university in town, we have all the benefits 
of a college town and all the amenities of a large suburb. One of the biggest attractions is 
a ski resort located right outside of town, boasting months of some of the best slope time in 
Minnesota. Other popular activities include exploring the many nearby state parks and the 
10,000+ lakes that offer everything from boating to ice fishing.

Full-Time Evangelist Needed in Minnesota

All interested applicants should submit a resume, references, 
and a video of a recent sermon to the elders at this address: 

k.nill@outlook.com
For more information, please see our website: 

mankatochurchofchrist.com 
or visit our Facebook: 

facebook.com/mankatochurchofchrist 
or visit us in person at:

 1210 Warren Street, Mankato, MN 56001

The Salem Church of Christ in Salem, 
Ind. is looking for a full-time minister and 
the position will be available January 2023. 
We are a congregation of around 50 mem-
bers that desires to grow spiritually and 
numerically. The candidate’s responsibili-
ties will be preaching, teaching class, and 
preaching sound doctrine with outreach 
potential. We currently are without elders 
and deacons. Please send resume and link 
to recent sermon, lessons, or teaching to:

air2jqw@gmail.com 
or call: 812-525-2682

Full-time Minister - Salem, Ind.
The University Church of Christ has 
an opening for a full-time youth and 
family minister. We are located on the 
north side of the University of South 
Alabama at 5651 Zeigler Boulevard, 
Mobile, AL 36608. All interested 
candidates are asked to submit a 
resume to: 

Richard Jay (elder) 
richard.jay@spireenergy.com

(251) 281-7550

Family/Youth Ministry

Salisbury Church of Christ is a small acapella 
congregation. We are seeking a full-time 
pulpit preacher/evangelist. Candidate must 
be knowledgeable of the scriptures, sound 
in his sermons and Bible classes, and willing 
to help grow the church. Our city is home to 
Salisbury University and is located 30 miles 
from the ocean and Assateague Island National 
Seashore. For more information, contact:

Ron Rose (410) 213-0150
office@churchofchristsalisbury.org

Salisbury Church of Christ
3322 Old Ocean City Rd

Salisbury, MD 21804

Pulpit Preacher - Salisbury, Md.
Norval Park Church of Christ in Zanesville, Ohio, is 
seeking a full-time minister. We are looking for a mature 
family man who loves God and possesses a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of God’s word – a man 
who desires growth, not only in numbers, but also in the 
maturity of each member and visitor. We have an 
average attendance of about 150 members as we 
recover from Covid. We currently have three elders and 
five deacons. We are seeking a man who would want 
to work with our church family for extended years. If 
interested, send cover letter, resume, and references, 
along with DVD and/or links for two sermons to: 

Search Committee
Norval Park Church of Christ

845 Arch Street
Zanesville, OH 43701 

or Email: norvalpark@sbcglobal.net

Full-time Minister - Zanesville, Ohio
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The 46-year-old AMEN Ministry
connects Christians in the United States 
Military with local churches of Christ both
overseas and in the U.S.

Please send name, email, and other contact info to:
AMEN Ministry

PO Box 353, Hebron, CT 06248
amen.ministry@comcast.net              (860) 501-9813

South Central Regional Prison Workshop
Introducing Sunset International Bible Institute’s
Prison Satellite Schools

September 24, 2022
Fort Gibson Church of Christ Henry Petree                      
806 S Lee St                (918) 816-1507 
Fort Gibson, OK 74434  henry@henrypetree.com



EAST KILBRIDE, Scotland — The third 
time was a charm for a mission 
team from Churches of Christ in 
Ohio. The group had to scuttle 
plans to travel to this Scottish 
city in 2020 and 2021 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But as 
restrictions eased in 2022, the 
church members successfully 
made the journey across the pond.

The group distributed leaflets 
and talked to people in the city 
center, inviting them to a Gospel 
meeting hosted by the East 
Kilbride Church of Christ. 

“Removing Our Mask” was the 
theme of the meeting, attended 
by members of area Churches of 
Christ and visitors. Minister Ian 
Starrs profiled people in the Bible 
who encountered Jesus but needed 
to “remove their mask and face life 
as it really is, acknowledging and 
turning from the sin in their lives 
rather than trying to hide behind 
a mask,” Jon Galloway wrote in a 
recent issue of Christian Worker, a 
publication for Churches of Christ 
in the United Kingdom.

“This was, to our knowledge, 
the first live public event held 
among congregations in Scotland 
since the lifting of restrictions,” 
Galloway wrote. “With everyone 
talking to each other it was diffi-
cult to get started or to lock the 
building in the evening. Having 
face-to-face fellowship has been 
missed and is so important.”

In October the congregation 
plans to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of Churches of Christ in 
East Kilbride. 

ALBANIA
DURRES — Like congregations across 
Europe, the Adriatic Church of 
Christ is reaching out to refugees 
from the war in Ukraine.

In the port city of Durres, the 
Albanian government is housing 
Ukrainians in a seaside hotel not far 
from the church’s building. Minister 
Alfred Zike spoke with Ukraine’s 
ambassador to Albania about assisting 
the refugees. There are about 170 
children among the refugees, Zike 
said, though a few recently returned 
to Ukraine after they turned 18 “to 
obey their law of war,” he said.

Zike asked for prayers for the refu-
gees and for the church’s efforts “to 
comfort and assist them.” 

ETHIOPIA
GAMBELA — A tower of smoke domi-
nates a photo sent from this western 
Ethiopian city. 

People are gathered around the 
flames, but not to keep warm. 

The Ethiopians are burning their 
wooden idols, which they used to 
coat with oil and butter before bowing 
down to them, said evangelist David 
Mayian Thot. Hence all the smoke.

After hearing the Gospel message, 
“these idol-worshiping people were 
cut to their hearts and said that 
those gods should be burned,” said 
Thot, who works with a partner 
school of Sunset International Bible 
Institute. “Now they are converted to 
Christ and are born again.”

MEXICO
DZIBALCHÉN — Although it’s just a 
few miles from the Mayan ruins of 
Hochob, this small town in the inte-
rior of Mexico’s Yucatán Peninsula 
doesn’t get a lot of visitors. 

Nonetheless, Alonzo Bayron and 
his family made the more-than-six-
hour journey from the tourist city 
of Cancún to Dzibalchén to help the 
Iglesia de Cristo (Church of Christ) 

there conduct a weekend singing 
workshop. Bayón is a minister for 
the Cancun Church of Christ.

“We are a church that believes 
in brotherhood harmony and joint 
work with the Churches of Christ,” 
workers with the Cancún congre-
gation said in a social media post. 
“God bless our brethren.”

NETHERLANDS
THE HAGUE — Five churches and 
three languages were represented 
at a fellowship day hosted by the 
Church of Christ in this western 
European city. Luk Brazle of 
Ghent, Belgium, called it a day of 
“numerous songs, excellent talks 
and priceless post-pandemic hugs.”
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In the western Kenyan town of 
Bondeni, representatives of 13 
churches gather for a meeting with 
Shawn Tyler, missions coordinator for 
the Quaker Avenue Church of Christ 
in Lubbock, Texas. Tyler and his wife, 
Linda, served for more than 30 years as 
missionaries in Kenya and neighboring 
Uganda. Tyler is on a visiting tour of 
congregations and ministries in both 
nations. Many churches have not 
received visitors since the beginning 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Accompanying Tyler are Mason 
Darter and Alexandria Cooper, 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SHAWN TYLER 
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Together again

CHRISTIAN WORKER, CHURCHESOFCHRIST.CO.UK

In Scotland, Christians hear 
lessons on “Removing our Mask.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DAVID MAYIAN THOT

New converts burn their idols.

Checking in as pandemic restrictions ease

missions majors at Lubbock Christian 
University. Also along for the journey 
is Nkima, Tyler’s plush monkey, who 
has been photographed getting into 
all sorts of mischief during the trip.
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PABIANICE, Poland

Joyful squeals reached an ear-
shattering pitch as Ukrainian 
children ran across the common 
room of the Piemont Hotel. They 

finally had space to play. Reprimands 
from adults to quiet down went 
understandably unheard.

The children who live in this subur-
ban hotel, about 6 miles outside of the 
city of Łódz, spent hours waiting in 
lines, in cars and on foot, to cross into 
Poland from their war-torn homeland.

Many came with mothers, aunts 
and grandmothers as border guards 
detained their fathers to help with 
Ukraine’s war efforts. 

They come from places including 
Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, and besieged 
and battered Mariupol. Their paths 
intersect at the hotel, where a small 
group of Polish and American 
Christians help them start new lives.

Brandon and Jessica Zorn, mis-
sionaries supported by The Hills 
Church of Christ near Fort Worth, 
Texas, work with the 38 refugees — 
18 women, four men and 16 children 
— living in the Piemont Hotel. They 
minister alongside members of a 
Polish congregation, the Genesis 
Nova Christian Church, which rents 
the hotel for the Ukrainians. 

It’s not the ministry the Zorns had 
prepared for when they moved from 
Texas to Poland in October 2016. They 
came to Łódz, Poland’s third-largest 
city, to plant churches and work with 
Let’s Start Talking. That ministry uses 
Bible lessons to help nonnative speak-
ers improve their English. 

Yet, the Zorns’ family history is 
closely intertwined with that of the 
refugees. 

Lidia, the Zorns’ 3-year-old 
daughter, was named after her 
great-grandmother, Lydia, who fled 
in the 1920s at 4 years old from the 
Second Polish Republic — part of 
which is now modern-day Ukraine 
— following the Polish-Soviet War. 

Nearly 100 years later, Lydia’s 
grandson and his family host weekly 
English classes and Bible studies for 
residents at the short-term refugee 

resettlement in Pabianice. 
They imagine Lydia’s story is 

not so different from that of the 
Ukrainian refugees today. 

TOUGH DECISION AFTER A TOUGH JOURNEY
This is the second war to dislocate 

Juliia Dubina and her family. 

In 2014, Dubina fled Luhansk, 
Ukraine, with her mother, Inna, when 
pro-Russian separatist groups gained 
prominence in the Donbas region. 
Eight years later, she fled from Kyiv 
with her 6-year-old daughter, Alice. 

The journey was not easy. 
Dubina and her family spent hours in 

their car — driving, sleeping, waiting. 
A man stole her mother’s bag, which 
contained her laptop and personal 
documents, after they crossed into 
Poland. Finding a place to stay long 
enough to decide how to approach the 
future proved to be a challenge. 

Finally, her family arrived at the 
Piemont. 

The hotel offers 
families their own 
rooms rather than the 
dorm-style accom-
modations found 
in other short-term 
refugee resettlements. 
That allows them to 
maintain a sense of 
their family unit and grieve the loss 
of their previous lives in private. 

Residents can stay at the hotel for 
60 days while deciding how to han-
dle their uncertain future: search 
for more permanent residence and 
employment in Poland, continue 
to another country or return to 
Ukraine if the situation in their 
region stabilizes. 

Dubina, a lawyer, would face employ-
ment challenges if she chose to stay. 
To practice law in Poland, she would 
need to submit an application to the 
District Bar Council or Chamber of 
Legal Counselors and pass an aptitude 
test on spoken and written Polish — a 
language she does not know.

Yet, as challenging as permanent 
relocation to Poland would be, the 
continued bombing in Kyiv made 
returning home equally daunting. 

Dubina’s plans were uncertain at 
the time of the interview. All she 
knew was that she wanted to go home 
and return to her work. 

“I have clients,” Dubina said. “I have 
trials. It’s time to go back to court.”

‘NOTHING TO RETURN TO’
Other residents at the hotel shared 

Dubina’s longing for their old lives. 
Missionaries Angela Shcherban 

and her husband, Valera, who 
became houseparents at the Piemont 
after fleeing their own home in 
Ukraine, have witnessed the daily 
uncertainty that refugees face. 

“People are very emotionally 
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Brandon and Jessica Zorn sit on the steps of the Piemont Hotel with their 
two young daughters. The Zorns moved from Texas to Poland in 2016.

On a long, uncertain journey, a hotel of hope
POLISH AND AMERICAN CHRISTIANS  provide a place for Ukrainians to ponder a difficult question: ‘What next?’ 

Dubina
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unstable,” Shcherban explained. 
“One day they are ready to go back 
to Ukraine. The next day they’re 
like, ‘Obviously, there is nothing to 
return to.’” 

But providing 
for the refugees’ 
emotional and psy-
chological needs is a 
challenge. 

The Shcherbans 
are searching for a 
Christian psycholo-
gist in Poland who 
speaks Ukrainian — an uncommon 
combination — who could visit the 
hotel in person to offer counsel-
ing sessions. In the meantime, the 
couple do what they can to offer 

emotional and spiritual support, 
leading Bible studies or just listen-
ing to other refugees’ stories.

It was through conversations and 
Bible studies that Shcherban shared 
the Gospel with Dubina, who had 
avoided churches in Ukraine after 
deeming them corrupt. 

Now the Ukrainian lawyer is 
beginning to study for herself what 
the Bible has to say. 

“When we started to talk to 
Angela and Valera, they told us 
about God’s way, and I started to 
read my Bible,” Dubina said.

“I didn’t know who God was. … 
Today is the first day I started read-
ing the Gospel of Matthew, and I 
feel warmth.”

Shcherban

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

As they get ready to watch a movie in the hotel, Ukrainian children make 
shadow puppets on a projected computer screen that reads “Pray for Ukraine!”

EXODUS: ‘We’re loving each other, trying to bless each other’
“God turned what was bad into 

good,” Taran said.
The two ministers 

live among more than 
50 Ukrainian refugees 
— most of them from 
Churches of Christ — 
in a small apartment 
block in Poland’s 
capital. Across a busy 
suburban street is a 
cemetery with a memorial for Polish 
soldiers who died in World War II, 
when Russians played the roles 
of liberators and occupiers in the 
Eastern European nation.

Churches in the U.S. helped Polish 
Christians secure 
and rent the brand-
new facility for the 
Ukrainians. Eastern 
European Mission 
has contributed funds 
to help with vehicle 
repairs and supplies. 
Łukasz Kondracki, 
a third-generation 
member of the 
Church of Christ in 
Warsaw, and his wife, 
Nicole, help coordi-
nate the relief effort.

On a Thursday 
afternoon, as workers 
installed an oven in an 
upstairs kitchen, Kondracki talked 
with Taran about vacuum cleaners 

and yard equipment — in a mix of 
Polish, English and Russian.

Linguistically, “we’re breaking all 
the rules,” Kondracki said. As for 
the work-in-progress facility, “They 
told me this doesn’t have to be a five-
star hotel, but don’t be like what’s 
going on across the street,” he said, 
motioning toward the cemetery.

The apartments are appreciated, 
said Taran’s wife, Yulia. They allow 
greater privacy than the refugee 
centers they stayed in on their 
journey here. In the complex’s 
spacious backyard, the Ukrainians 
are setting up a tent for devotionals 
and planting a vegetable garden.

Some plan to stay here for a few 
weeks as they look 
for jobs and new 
lives in other parts of 
Europe. Others wait 
for a chance to return 
home.

It’s a tough wait, 
Yura Taran said. They 
get word that things 
have quieted down 
and start to think 
about going back. 
Then they learn of a 
new attack.

Meanwhile, the 
Ukrainians have revi-
talized the Warsaw 
congregation, 

which had dwindled to a handful 
of worshipers in recent years, 

Nicole Kondracki said. Mission 
efforts here have struggled, and 
supporting churches have pulled 
out. The Kondrackis plan to move to 
Alabama in July.

In recent weeks, church atten-
dance has topped 60. Church 
members have rented an audito-
rium to accommodate the growing 
congregation of refugees.

“Church” itself has taken on a new 
meaning for the Ukrainians, Yura 

Taran said. It used to mean “sitting 
for two hours, singing songs and 
then going home.”

“We’re not doing that here. … 
Here, we’re in each other’s faces, at 
each other’s throats!” he said with 
a laugh. “We’re loving each other, 
respecting each other, trying to 
bless each other. And inside of us 
everything is calm and peaceful.

“This is our Exodus. Soon, we will 
find the promised land.”

AUDREY JACKSON

Anya Sanzhura, a Ukrainian refugee, covers newly planted seeds in her garden 
behind the duplex in Warsaw, Poland. Sanzhura became a Christian in the 1990s. 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Churches of Christ provided 
funds for a one-year lease on 
this three-story duplex, with 
18 rooms and four kitchens, to 
serve refugees from Ukraine.

FROM PAGE 3

Kondracki
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SOPOT, Poland

‘Keep praying, Sasha!”
Huddled in a hallway 

as bombs reduced 
their Ukrainian city to 
rubble, members of the 

Mariupol Church of Christ urged 
Alexander Chekalenko — Sasha — 
to call on the Lord for protection.

When he stopped, they could hear 
the gunfire, the explosions.

So Sasha kept praying. Or he read 
Psalm 23: “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will 
fear no evil: for thou art with me.” 
Soon, the children had it memorized.

For 51 days, the church members 
lived in the darkest of valleys — 
Mariupol, the Ukrainian port city 
obliterated by the forces of Russia 
and the separatist Donetsk People’s 
Republic. At least 21,000 civilians 
died, Ukrainian officials said, and 95 
percent of the city was destroyed.

“At night you would hear the 
planes — all night, every night,” said 
Zhenya Kapsha, who sheltered in 
the church building with his wife, 
Olya, and two of their children. “The 
whole building would shake.

“When those really loud shellings 
would happen, we would sit in the 
hallway of the building. We would 
sing louder than the shelling.”

As many as 33 people — ranging in 
age from 9 months to mid-70s — took 

shelter in the church’s meeting place, 
just a few miles from the Azovstal 
steel plant where the three-month 
siege ended on May 20 as the city fell 
to the Russians.

More than 1,200 miles northwest 
of Mariupol, a half-dozen of the 
church’s members — now refugees 
— gathered around a kitchen table 
in an apartment attached to the 
Sopot Church of Christ. The Polish 
congregation is housing more than 
50 refugees in its facility here, just a 
short walk from the Baltic Sea.

In their native language, Russian, 
the eastern Ukrainians spoke with The 
Christian Chronicle about their seven-
week ordeal and the long exodus that 
followed. Interpreting for them was 
Brandon Price, a former missionary 
to Ukrainian cities including Mariupol. 

Price, now director of the Ukrainian 
Bible Institute in Kyiv, moved his 
family to Sopot the day the war began. 
He has helped coordinate the evacua-
tions of Ukrainian Christians.

Throughout the interview, Price 
paused from translating to hug 
the Mariupol Christians as they 
entered the kitchen. For more than 
a month, the missionary didn’t know 
if they were even alive. Price and 
his fellow refugees — plus a host of 
Christians across Europe and the 
U.S. connected through social media 
— prayed fervently for their safety.

“That’s what sustained us,” Olya 
Kapsha said. “That’s why we’re here.”

A NIGHTMARISH ROUTINE
Olya was at work on Feb. 24 when 

her teenage daughter called her. 

Shelling had started, and it was really 
close. Olya worried about taking her 
family to the church building, which 
was near the sea — and Russian 

ships. But options 
were limited.  

On Feb. 27, the 
congregation had 
its Sunday worship. 
Afterward, two 
members asked 
minister Alexander 
Piletsky for a ride to the 
center of the city since 

cabs were no longer going there. The 
route took them past the Azovstal steel 
plant, where they came under fire.

Piletsky was struck in the head — 
by either a bullet or shrapnel — and 
spent several days in the hospital. 
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Only a few images from the church members’ seven-week ordeal remain, including this picture of one of the 
countless times they took refuge in their building’s hallway. As an evacuation corridor opened, most of the members 
deleted photos and videos of the siege from their phones, fearing that Russian soldiers would confiscate them.  

Members of the Mariupol Church of Christ recall the 51 days they spent in ‘the valley of the shadow 
of death,’ huddled in their church building as Russian forces obliterated the eastern Ukrainian city.

‘We would sing louder than the shelling’

Piletsky

PHOTO PROVIDED BY OLYA KAPSHA 

Zhenya and Olya Kapsha, in a photo 
taken before the war.



SOPOT, Poland — During the 51 days 
church members were trapped in 
the meeting place of the Mariupol 
Church of Christ, Sasha Chekalenko 
stood in the auditorium and read 
Scripture, including Psalm 23 and 
Psalm 91 (“He is my refuge and my 
fortress, my God, in whom I trust”).

Now a refugee in Poland, he stood 
at the podium of the Sopot Church 
of Christ to read scripture during a 
recent Sunday worship. He chose 
Psalm 90, a prayer of Moses, who 
led God’s people out 
of captivity.

“As he stood to 
read ... I looked 
out the windows at 
peaceful blue skies 
and the verdant 
green of budding 
chestnut trees,” said 
Molly Dawidow, a 
longtime missionary in Sopot — 
and now a coordinator for Ukrainian 
relief efforts. “I could only imagine 
what these words had meant to 
those hunched together ... under 
almost relentless fire, not knowing if 
they would live or die in their belea-
guered hideout, but knowing with 
confidence that whatever happened, 
they were in God’s hands.

“Read louder, brother Sasha! Read 
so that your brothers and sisters all 
over the world can hear of God’s 
marvelous works and his loving 
care for those who are his own.”

Lord, you have been our dwelling 
place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or 
you brought forth the whole world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you 
are God. — Psalm 90:1-2

He recuperated in his apartment until 
March 15, when church members 
brought him back to the building. A 
day later, his apartment was destroyed.

A nightmarish pattern emerged. Days 
began at 6:40 a.m. with Russian songs 
blasted from loudspeakers. Ukrainian 
troops often responded with gunfire. 
Then came a blaring announcement: 
“The forces of Russia and the Donetsk 
People’s Republic demand that you give 
up.” The church members chuckled 
as they recited the script. After instruc-
tions on how to surrender, five minutes 
of quiet followed. Then the shelling 
began. Dust filled the air.

“Always, there was the smell of 
smoke,” Zhenya said. “Everything 
was black. Everything was burning.”

The church lost electricity and water. 
They had leased part of the building 
to a cell phone company, which set up 
an antenna on the roof. They discon-
nected it, fearing it might be a target 
for Russian bombers. The antenna 
had back-up batteries that the church 
members used to charge their phones. 
But there was no signal, no way to 
communicate with the outside world.

Water was scarce. They rationed as 
best they could.

“We couldn’t wash ourselves. We 
couldn’t shave. We couldn’t flush the 
toilet,” Zhenya said. “It’s either your 
child’s life or brush your teeth.”

They grabbed what food they could 

before they left their apartments. 
Aleksei Kalchuk, one of the church’s 
ministers, made fires outside and 
cooked. Often, he went in and out 
through a window to avoid gunfire on 
the opposite side of the building.

PRAYERS AND GRAVES
Soldiers from the self-declared 

Donetsk People’s Republic took 
control of the area around the church 
building. Donetsk, a city in far eastern 
Ukraine, was seized by pro-Russian 
separatists in 2014.

The fighting near the church 
building became less intense. But the 
danger remained. On three occasions, 
Donetsk soldiers came to the building. 
They broke windows and demanded 
that the women and children leave. 
They also attempted to seize the cars 
in the church’s parking lot.

The church members prayed 
silently. Then “we told them, ‘No. We 
have kids. We have elderly. We’re 
going to leave at some point,’” Olya 
said. “So they didn’t take our cars.

“We didn’t go anywhere or do 
anything without prayer,” she added. 
Before venturing out to forage for 
supplies, the Christians asked God to 
grant them safety. Then they opened 
the door. If they heard gunfire, they 
decided that “God said no this time.”

When they were able to leave, the 
church members saw the effects of 
the three-month siege. Roads were 

unnavigable. Buildings were unrecog-
nizable. And bodies were everywhere.

“People were digging graves next 
to the road,” Sasha said. By a massive 
hole, someone had written, “58 people 
are buried here.”

“And there were so many of those 
holes,” Olya said.

Once, the church members passed 
a man digging a grave that was too 
short for an adult. They asked him if it 
was for a child.

No, the grave digger said. It was for a 
man. The shrapnel had cut him in half.

BOMBS AND BIBLE STUDIES
The Christians experienced small 

acts of kindness outside their church’s 
walls. A liquor store owner gave them 
the few candies and cookies he had in 
his shop for their kids.

Some of the Russian soldiers they 
encountered were from Chechnya, a 
predominantly Muslim republic that 
endured years of bombardment in the 
1990s as rebels there attempted to sepa-
rate from Russia. The Chechens gave 
the Christians small rations of water and 
told them what streets to avoid.

Back in the building, the church 
members had morning Bible classes. 
One of the preachers said they’d be 
going through the Gospel of Mark.

“Mark has 16 chapters. I don’t want 
to be here for 16 days!” Olya thought 
at the time. “We studied Mark. We 
studied 10 chapters of Revelation, and 

we still hadn’t gone anywhere. We 
studied 31 chapters of Proverbs. We 
studied Isaiah, Ecclesiastes.”

Day after day, Sasha stood in the 
auditorium and read Scripture aloud. 
Aleksei and other church members 
prepared humble meals from what little 
they had. Often, as they gathered to 
eat, gunfire forced them back into the 
hallway. It was torture, Aleksei said, 
knowing that the few morsels they had 
were just feet away, getting cold.

They kept reading, kept praying and 
kept singing … as loud as they could 
as the noises of battle intensified.

“That’s how we lived for 51 days,” 
Olya said.

A JOURNEY TO SAFETY — THROUGH RUSSIA
On day 51, workers at a nearby mater-

nity hospital, who had been supplying 
the church members with diapers and 
a few other essentials, said that they 
were leaving. Then soldiers came to 
the building and said that the area was 
being “liquidated.” They had to leave.

A few of the members had left the 
building. Some had decided to stay 
in Mariupol. Twenty-one were still in 
the church building. They piled into 
four cars and headed east to the city 
of Donetsk. From there they entered 
Russia and made the long journey from 
Rostov-on-Don north to St. Petersburg. 
Members of Churches of Christ in 
both cities housed and provided for the 
refugees during their exodus.

From Russia, they crossed into 
Estonia, a European Union nation on 
the Baltic Sea that once was a part 
of the Soviet Union. They worshiped 
with the Church of Christ in Estonia’s 
capital, Tallinn, before making 
their way to Sopot, where longtime 
missionary Molly Dawidow and her 
daughter, Annabelle, had worked 
with city officials and Polish church 
members to renovate their building into 
a dormitory for Ukrainian refugees.

“This is paradise,” Olya said, looking 
around at the kitchen of the apart-
ment serving as her temporary home. 

She and her fellow survivors — 
her husband Zhenya, their son and 
daughter, ministers Aleksei and Sasha 
— shared smiles and even laughter as 
they recalled those countless moments 
when they huddled in the hallway. 

One young church member, 
Maksim, was reading Scripture while 
the bombs were exploding, but he 
was far too quiet. They yelled at him, 
“Read louder, Maksim!”

“Right now we’re telling these 
stories in two minutes, and it’s funny,” 
Aleksei said. “But at the time, it was 
so stressful, it was so long.”

‘WE’RE NOT LOSING EACH OTHER’
Sadness is never far away. Olya and 

Zhenya’s oldest son, 32-year-old Dima, 
was one of 25 volunteers attempting 
to deliver aid to Mariupol when they 
were captured by Russian forces. The 
family recently learned that Dmytro is 
alive but still imprisoned in Russia.

Sasha, meanwhile, recently learned 
that his adult daughter, with whom he 
had lost contact, died in Mariupol.

Though safe now from danger, the 
church members in Poland would 
soon be parting ways. Just a few 
hours after the interview, Olya and 
her family would leave for Germany, 
where they had found a place to stay 
— perhaps a place to start a new life.

“It’s hard because we have to sepa-
rate,” Olya said. “It’s so very hard. We 
lost everything there. And here we’re 
starting to lose our spiritual family …”

Aleksei cut her off.
“No,” he said. “We’re not losing each 

other, not our Mariupol spiritual family.”
That’s regardless of where the 

coming months and years take them, 
he said: “We’re always going to be 
together — to death.”

TO SUPPORT relief efforts by Churches of Christ in 
Ukraine, Poland and other nations in Eastern Europe, 
search for “Ukraine help” at christianchronicle.org.
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In a courtyard of the Sopot Church of Christ, Aleksei Kalchuk leads a Saturday 
morning devotional for Ukrainian youths, some of them from Mariupol.

A psalm of ‘our 
dwelling place’

‘We lost everything there’ except each other
AUDREY JACKSON

Aleksei Kalchuk hugs one of three Ukrainians baptized after a recent Sunday worship service in Sopot, Poland. Brandon Price 
delivered a message during the service. Church members translated his words into Polish and Russian for the attendees.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY IGOR EGIREV

Mariupol church members smile in Rostov-on-Don, Russia, where a Church of 
Christ provided for them during their journey to Poland. Church members in St. 
Petersburg also assisted. “Churches and volunteers are helping the victims, who 
have lost everything, but not God,” said St. Petersburg minister Igor Egirev.
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Ukrainians eat lunch in the fellowship hall of the Sopot Church of Christ in 
northern Poland. The church hired a chef to prepare meals for its guests.

Dawidow

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sasha Chekalenko reads Psalm 90.



Of 144 in-person and mail-in 
votes cast, 94 voted yes. However, 
96 were required to approve. The 
motion failed. Audible gasps echoed 
through the small crowd. A man 
walking down the aisle muttered, 
“Two. Votes.”

Since February, a group calling 
itself Save Skillman has included 
a photo of the iconic steeple on 
its Facebook posts, emblazoned 
with the words: “Steeple-jacking: 
It’s when a large church targets a 
declining congregation for the pur-
pose of taking over its facilities.” 

Not everyone agrees with that 
description of the conversations 
between the shrinking Dallas con-
gregation and the largest Church of 
Christ in the U.S.

Not everyone agrees about how 
they got here or what happens next.

Not everyone agrees.

HOW DID IT COME TO THIS?
A few hours earlier in the adjacent 

and much smaller chapel, Jake 
Jacobson preached to about 80 
folks. His text: John 8. His message: 
forgiveness.

“God’s forgiveness is for us all,” 
he told the audience. “He 
wants us to learn how to 
forgive each other.”

The 31-year-old 
preacher said after 
months of arguments, 
anger and labels — and 
regardless of the vote’s 
outcome — “God is still 
God, and Jesus is the 
great I Am.”

Preachers who have 
filled Skillman’s pulpit 
over seven decades 
include names known throughout 
the fellowship and especially among 
Texas churches: John Bannister, 
Mike Armour and Dwight Robarts 
among them.  

Robarts, recently retired as execu-
tive director of Christ’s Haven for 
Children in Keller, Texas, preached 
at Skillman from 2001 to 2009. 

“When I went there, we had about 
550, but it was dropping like a 
rock,” he said. Robarts and assistant 
minister Jerry Perry preached 130 

funerals in eight years. 
“It was very difficult to overcome 

that kind of attrition,” Robarts said. 
“If you look at every five-year time 
sequence from 1964 until 2008, 
there was a decline except when 
Mike (Armour) went there.”

In Armour’s first three years, 
Skillman grew from 400 to 700. 

The gentrification of 
the surrounding area 
and internal conflicts at 
other large congrega-
tions contributed to that 
uptick, Robarts said.

“Skillman was the 
only church in the city 
that was stable and had 
a plan,” Robarts said. 
“Mike would say the 
plan didn’t work, but 
we had one. With that 
exception, Skillman has 

been in decline since the ’60s.”
One thing Skillman has always 

had is money. Dallas County offi-
cially values the debt-free property 
at just under $16 million.  

Missions and work with the 
elderly were supported by the 
seven-figure Moeller Endowment. 
Another bequest provided for youth 
activities. Even as membership 
dropped, resources remained more 
than adequate for a staff much 
larger than usual for a congregation 

of 200, then 100, then fewer than 
that. The church website lists four 
ministers and four support staff. 

As recently as 2021, contribu-
tions were at 97 percent of budget, 
but current year contributions are 
“significantly behind,” according to 
preacher Jacobson.

He attributes the decline in part 
to members who 
were “uncomfortable” 
with the months-long 
process leading to 
the merger vote and 
stopped giving.

Continued decline 
had an impact, too.

“We just continue to 
shrink as a congrega-
tion, and as we shrink, 
so do contribution 
numbers,” he said.

The declining finances, coupled 
with the satellite vote’s outcome, is 
unnerving to some of the staff.  

Youth minister Makenna Miller 
said she favored the merger, in part 
because The Hills takes care of its 
staff and has many young singles 
and young families. She is uncertain 
about the future, but for now she’s 
focused on summer activities with her 
11-member youth group.

John Mark Davidson and Jacobson 
came to Skillman about the same 
time in 2011, Davidson after eight 

years doing mission work in Peru. 
On the day of the vote, he was trav-
eling in Peru.

Jacobson became executive 
minister in 2018, and his duties 
expanded after Davidson resigned 
to become executive director of 
ChristianWorks, a Dallas nonprofit 
that provides adoption, counseling 
and other family support services.

During his tenure, Davidson 
developed a plan to revitalize the 
congregation that included creating 
a worship space and atmosphere 
more welcoming to visitors and 
community members who were “not 
used to Church of Christ ecclesiol-
ogy,” Jacobson said. 

One component was a second 
service with instrumental music and 
expanded roles for women — 
“a format of worship for seekers,” 
he called it. 

Elders — there were six at 
the time — could not achieve 
consensus on that idea, and then 
ChristianWorks began pursuing 
Davidson. He resigned as minister 
but remained a Skillman member. 

Around that time, elder David 
Griffin purchased a home in 
Colorado, where he works half the 

year. Another’s illness 
and disagreements 
among the eldership 
led to four resigning 
soon after Davidson 
shared his plans. The 
congregation learned 
all of this on the same 
Sunday. Ultimately, 
one of the four was 
persuaded to stay on 
because bylaws require 
that the congregation 

have at least three elders. 
With post-pandemic attendance 

down to 75 to 80, informal conversa-
tions with The Hills picked up. 

David Williams has been a mem-
ber of Skillman for 32 years and an 
elder since 2012. He said the con-
versations began initially with some 
past Skillman members who are 
elders at The Hills. 

“We knew them, and they knew 
us, and we knew they were good 
people, what they do and how they 
do it,” Williams said.
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About 80 members gather in the Skillman church sanctuary to vote on June 12.
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SKILLMAN: Fight for future of landmark church

‘We just continue 
to shrink as a 

congregation, and 
as we shrink, so do 

contribution numbers.’
Jake Jacobson, about financial
impact of dwindling numbers.



In November 2021, Skillman 
elders surveyed members on the 
possibility of a merger with “a like-
minded congregation” and found 
64 percent wanted to consider it. 
Another 22 percent wanted to know 

more or were unde-
cided. The same sur-
vey asked whether 
members were open 
to the appointment of 
women elders. 

While conversa-
tions with The Hills 
continued, an elder 
selection process 

began that included reading groups 
and Bible studies about women in 
leadership roles. Ultimately, two 
names were put forth: June Martin 
and Ken Teague. The date was set 
for a voice vote to approve.

As a framework for what a merger 
might look like began taking shape, 
the possibility was announced pub-
licly for the first time Jan. 9. Elders 
at The Hills were surprised to learn 
Skillman had already gone public.

David Meyer, executive minister 
at The Hills, advised the Skillman 
elders not to move forward with the 
elder appointments or major build-
ing improvements until a decision 
was made about whether to merge. 

The Hills lists 83 ministers and 
staff on its website, of 
which 47 are women, 
but women do not 
serve as elders.

Don Williams, a 
Skillman elder in the 
1990s, was an advo-
cate for adding women 
elders. He later 
became the leader of 

the Save Skillman group that opposed 
the merger. Don Williams and David 
Williams are brothers-in-law. David’s 
wife is Don’s sister — a Williams 
married a Williams.  

EXHAUSTIVE PROCESS OR LACK OF 
ENGAGEMENT?

Meyer, who joined The Hills staff 
in 2012, put the congregation’s pre-
pandemic weekly attendance at just 
under 6,000 on all three campuses, 
and around 8,000 to 9,000 in a 
month. Post-COVID attendance is 
about 75 percent to 80 percent of that 
and “who knows how many online.” 

As part of a five-year plan devel-
oped in 2021, The Hills leadership 
decided to explore options for 

fourth and fifth locations, including 
one in Dallas County. 

Meyer said they were trying to 
discern what that might look like 
when “Skillman approached us and 
asked, ‘Is that something you would 
consider?’”

In January, Skillman elders 
convened a six-member advisory 
committee led by Cecilia Morgan, 
a longtime Skillman member and 
Dallas attorney with more than 30 
years as a mediator and arbitra-
tor. The elders commissioned the 
group to prepare a report for the 
congregation.  

According to the 101-page docu-
ment released March 20, elders told 
the group their mission was not legal 
or financial due diligence nor to 
make recommendations. Rather, the 
group was to conduct transparent fact 
finding designed to answer members’ 
questions. Morgan said the commit-
tee collectively spent “over 325 man/
woman hours” preparing the report, 
which detailed the ministry, leader-
ship and operations of The Hills, 
but also included Skillman bylaws, 
minutes, financial statements and a 
membership list of 178 names. 

Between January and June of this 
year, a flurry of announcements, 
documents, explanations, Q&As, 
website additions, several town 
halls and other events took place. 
Save Skillman members posed chal-
lenges via their Facebook page, in 

documents and in person to elders’ 
initial answers and explanations and 
to the “Assurances,” a document 
provided by The Hills regarding how 
the process of a merger would work. 

In short, Skillman would dissolve 
as a congregation, its assets and 
property transferred to The Hills. 
Skillman staff would be allowed to 
apply for their positions and, if not 
retained, would receive nine months 
severance. Leadership would be 
shared, but The Hills model would 
be put in place, and investments 
would include remodeling the 
Skillman sanctuary to accommodate 
instrumental worship. 

To proponents and the Skillman 
elders, the process felt exhaustive. 
To opponents, it seemed rushed, 
too driven by The Hills’ agenda 
and lacking in congregational 
engagement. 

Morgan, who makes her living as 
a negotiator, though that was not 
her assigned role here, is careful to 
say she does not speak for Skillman. 
And for two months after the com-
mittee report was released, she 
kept her own opinions to herself. 
Once the elders released her of that 
obligation, she expressed support 
for the merger in a detailed email 
to fellow Skillman members, urging 
them to vote yes.

“We never want to lose sight 
of Jesus’ admonition to us as 
Christians to go into all the world 

and preach the Gospel to every liv-
ing creature,” she wrote. “Skillman 
has been a beacon of the Gospel for 
over 70 years. Thousands of cars 
drive past our building and read our 
sign, see our building and some rec-
ognize our electronic presence. To 
God be the glory. Vote Yes!”   

In an interview after the vote, she 
said because of her professional 
training she understood “there were 
many options at many junctures that 
could have been done differently. 
But we did what we did, and at the 
end of the day, I think the Lord’s will 
is paramount. … You make the best 
decision you can make at the time.”

Don Williams is less generous. 
“It was just a poor process,” he 

said. “The first any of us had ever 
heard of a transaction was in January 
when elders announced it. Nobody 
at Skillman other than elders knew 
about it though conversations had 
been in process for two years.”

The retired chairman of the board 
of Trammell Crow Companies, a 
giant in commercial real estate 
development in the U.S. and abroad, 
was watching online with his wife in 
January, as is their habit, when he 
heard the announcement.  

“I said, ‘This can’t be true.’”
In addition to what he called “no 

congregational discernment process 
of alternatives,” he said the plan was 
“the single worst deal I’ve ever seen 
in the history of my career,” blam-
ing The Hills for a pressured sales 
pitch. He also objected to The Hills’ 
more conservative views on women 
in leadership and LGBTQ issues. 

And he said he doesn’t want to 
go to a church with a band, though 
he acknowledges his children and 
grandchildren prefer it. For all those 
reasons, he believed The Hills was 
not a “like-minded congregation” 
with Skillman.

 
REALITY IS COMPLICATED

Churches of Christ typically have 
certain practices and stances that 
many use to define where a con-
gregation falls on the progressive/
mainstream/conservative spectrum. 
Instrumental music, roles for 
women and affirmation of LGBTQ 
individuals top the list; others vary 
depending on the region and age 
of the congregation. As the story of 
Skillman and The Hills illustrates, 
reality is more complicated.
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Members gather in the Skillman Church of Christ chapel for in-person worship.



Most visitors would find Skillman 
worship services quite traditional. 
Singing is a cappella with a mix 
of traditional hymns and praise 
songs. However, women may make 
announcements, read Scripture, 
lead prayers or give the communion 
devotional.

The Hills worship is less main-
stream in Church of Christ terms. 
Its praise team includes multiple 
instrumentalists, though one of 
the three Sunday services is still a 
cappella. Rick Atchley, the minister, 
preaches in person at one campus 
and livestreams to the others. 
Sometimes different speakers are 
live at all three. Women have roles 
similar to those at Skillman. 

Both congregations baptize by 
immersion, have elders, take the 
Lord’s Supper every Sunday and 
in most other ways function within 
Church of Christ norms.   

Don Williams declined to give 
names or a number of Save Skillman 
members but said the group ranged 
from people in their 40s to those 
in their 80s, “like me,” and “with a 
range of theological views.”  

Some opposed The Hills alliance 
because they believed it would limit 
women’s roles. Others opposed it 
because they didn’t like The Hills’ 
gradual move away from Church of 
Christ in its name. Its website calls 
the congregation “a non-denomina-
tional Christian church.”   

However, located on Loop 820 on 
the north side of Fort Worth, The 
Hills arguably is the most visible 
congregation in the Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex. Its sign still reads 
“The Hills Church of Christ,” as do 
its legal documents, and it still func-
tions within the broader fellowship 
of Churches of Christ.

 Billie Faye Curtis didn’t say 
whether she’s a part of Save 
Skillman. But she did say emphati-
cally, “We will vote no.” 

Curtis has been at Skillman for a 
long, long time. She and her hus-
band were married in the chapel: “I 
started in the fourth grade, and I’m 
80 years old.”

The name matters to Curtis.
“Skillman will no longer exist, 

and I don’t like the idea it won’t be 
Skillman Church of Christ. That’s 
very important to my husband and 
I. It’s Skillman Church of Christ. 
It always has been, and it always 

should be.” 
But Curtis was committed to stay-

ing at Skillman no matter how the 
vote went. She said she’s “not real 
fond” of having women elders, but 
probably wouldn’t leave over it. “It’s 
home to us, and I believe we can do 
better than we’ve done.” 

But, she said, 
she’s “not real sure 
how.”

Curtis’ good 
friend, Nancy 
Smith, has been 
at Skillman almost 
50 years. For 30 of 
those, she taught 
4-year-olds. She 
retired in 2010 as 
judicial assistant to 
a magistrate judge 
at Dallas’ federal 
courthouse. 

Smith favored the 
merger. Her visit to 
the Hills convinced her.

“The kids came out of the walls — 
I’ve never seen so many children — 
it was unbelievable! Oh, if we could 
just have that enthusiasm, those 
young couples and children. That 
sold me right there.”

Not everyone was sold, however. 
Some objected to the instrumental 
worship, though The Hills agreed 
that Skillman could continue to have 
a second, a cappella service. 

Smith has friends who have said 
if the vote didn’t pass, they’d leave, 
and she may be among them. “I’ve 
not been fond of any alternative 
put forth.”

Skillman’s large, active group of 
widows and other single women are 
not all in agreement, but Smith said 

they’re still friends. 
They just don’t 
talk about church 
anymore.   

“It’s just us. We 
love each other.”

Along the way, a 
number of consul-
tants and friends 
sought to help. 
Carson Reed, exec-
utive director of the 
Siburt Institute at 
Abilene Christian 
University, has 
consulted with 
the Save Skillman 

group about a possible reboot.  
He said circumstances at Skillman 

are consistent “within the larger sce-
nario of how many churches are in 
steep decline and are having to ask 
questions about their future.”

And, he said, conflict is common, 
“particularly when there is a lack of 
clear vision about how to proceed.”

Others have been engaged on 
both sides — communication con-
sultants, facilitators, legal counsel. 

And ultimately Liz Alvarez, direc-
tor of civil and election litigation 
at Guest and Gray law firm, was 
enlisted to oversee in-person and 
mail-in voting.

NOW WHAT?
Morgan calls Skillman the “grand-

mother church,” having played a 
role in planting the Prestoncrest 
Church of Christ, which in 
turn helped plant other area 
congregations. 

People in the pews have included 
Dallas business elite, a mayor and 
two school superintendents.

“Everyone started here,” she said.
So where does everyone go now?
“Who knows what people are 

going to do?” she replied. “There 
are a number of families who will go 
elsewhere and have already gone 
elsewhere. And I think a number of 
those folks will seek a Hills campus 
in Dallas.”

An elderly woman passed two 
tearful elders’ wives as she exited 
the sanctuary and conveyed her 
own dismay.

“We don’t have a Plan B,” she said.
Both groups invested great effort 

just to get to the vote.
“We won the vote by 2,” Don 

Williams said in a text after the 
vote. “Can now move forward with 
Skillman 2.0,” referring to a plan he 
called a work in progress.

“A group of younger members are 
already at work,” he said the next 
day. “We have outside consultants 
on best practices for reenergizing 
Churches of Christ. We want to be a 
neighborhood church.”

In a statement read after the vote 
and distributed by email, elders said 
they recognized the outcome would 
dismay “a resounding majority” of 
Skillman members.

“We all must look in the mirror 
and take some responsibility for the 
place Skillman Church of Christ 
finds itself,” they said. “We must all 
recommit ourselves to God’s ser-
vice. The journey ahead will require 
wisdom that is beyond our human 
limits, generosity of resources that 
we have not demonstrated this year 
and a new level of commitment to 
service.”

David Williams said elders had 
reassured staff no changes were 
anticipated.

“It is sad but it’s not over,” he said. 
“God is in charge of the ending.”
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Dallas attorney Cecilia Morgan visits with fellow Skillman church members after worship. 
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‘The kids came out of 
the walls — I’ve never 

seen so many children — 
it was unbelievable! Oh, 

if we could just have that 
enthusiasm, those young 

couples and children. That 
sold me right there.”

Nancy Smith, about why she supported 
the merger between the Skillman Church 

of Christ and The Hills Church of Christ. 
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How do grace, faith, and works fit together? Or do they? 
How can works be necessary when salvation is unmerited? 
The book is the fruit of 25 years of daily discussions about 
this great controversy in Christendom. It presents man’s 
problem, God’s solution, and what God’s word says about 
grace, faith, and works. It presents the simple solution to 
what Paul and James say. It gives the reasons men get the 
issue wrong and answers the many arguments of the 
erring side. $14.99 at Amazon.

The second book, How Can I Understand?, gives common 
sense rules for understanding the Bible and applies those 
rules by looking at various doctrines and difficult 
passages. It shows what hermeneutical errors are made 
when twisting scripture. Great for individuals and for 
Bible class study because of the sound methods that are 
given and the range of different biblical subjects that 
are addressed in applying the rules. $14.99 at Amazon.   

New books from Dennis Lange

You’ll want a second copy of Grace, Faith, and Works as a 
loaner to teach your neighbor what he must do to be saved.

On the Sixth Day
God Saved the 
Best for Last

God’s final act of creation, as recorded 
in Genesis 1:27 and 2:22, was to create 
woman. Woman and man were both 
created in the image of God, created to 
be together, and created to be different. 
Learn all about our wonderful 
differences in Thana Furr’s new book, 
The Amazing Power of a Woman.

AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM
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OKLAHOMA CITY

Alex Cash didn’t fit in anywhere.  
Cash, 22, primarily grew 

up in Uganda, where his 
parents were missionaries. 

He traveled back and forth between 
Africa and the United States. He was 
not Ugandan, but neither was he 
American by culture, leaving him to 
ask the question, “Who am I?”

“Because of that, there’s also a 
loss of identity,” said 
Cash, a senior at 
Oklahoma Christian 
University.  

Like Cash, 
Americans who grow 
up in a different cul-
ture and return to the 
U.S. often struggle to 
find a place to belong. 

But there is a place for them to meet 
and discover fellowship: It’s called the 
Global Reunion.

The weeklong summer and 
weekend-long winter event, held 
at Oklahoma Christian, welcomes 
Third Culture Kids (TCKs) and 
Third Culture Adults (TCAs) from 
around the world.

They are given tools for reentry 
into the U.S. and cross-cultural living. 

The recent 16th annual Global 
Reunion hosted 120 participants rep-
resenting 42 countries. The campers 
were split into three groups: ages 
5-12, teens to young adults, and 
parents. 

LOST IN THE TRANSITIONS
Going back and forth between 

countries, one can lose friends, 
family, status and self-
identity as well as a 
sense of place.

Global Reunion 
co-director and 
co-founder Kent 
Hartman, a former 
missionary to 
Australia, knows this 
all too well. 

“For those of us who’ve done mis-
sions, you may have been the person 

that was sought out by other people 
for advice,” said Hartman, now 
Oklahoma Christian’s missionary 
in residence. “You come back here, 
and nobody even knows you. (They) 
have no idea of what you’ve done.”

These were struggles Hartman, 
whose family served in Sydney 
from 1983 to 2000, had to learn to 
sort through. That was not a quick 
process. But he is now equipped to 
make that process easier for others. 

“And all of that takes time,” 
Hartman said. “Sometimes, it takes 
time and people giving you tools — 
like we give here at the camp — to 
help learn how to transition. So 
that’s what it’s about.” 

FINDING ‘A SAFE PLACE’
Global Reunion began 16 years ago 

when some of the camp’s organizers 
were trying to adjust in the U.S. after 
returning from missionary work. 

Former missionary Cherry Hart 
and her family had returned to 
America after 18 years in South 
Africa. They were unprepared for 
the feelings that awaited them. Hart 
struggled to find people she thought 

could understand her. 
“I needed a safe place,” Hart said. 

“So I happened to get together with 
another missionary family who had 
returned just slightly before we had. 
And when we started comparing our 
stories, we realized that there were 
some feelings that we had in com-
mon, and it was so helpful for us both 
just to realize that we weren’t alone.”

Kent Hartman’s wife, Nancy 
Hartman, sought the collaboration 
of former missionaries Dale Hawley 

and Dottie Schulz to organize the 
first Global Reunion in 2006. Hart 
was happy to help. Her husband, 
Clay, now serves as the interna-
tional minister for the Memorial 
Road Church of Christ, next to the 
Oklahoma Christian campus.

The camp was originally for teens. 
Not until after year two did some 
teens talk with Hartman and the 
other organizers. 

“The teen TCKs said to us, ‘Our 
parents are a mess. Can you do 
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With a flag in hand, Gabriel Jones walks down the Thelma Gaylord Forum steps at Oklahoma Christian University.
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Global Reunion campers gather for a devotional at Oklahoma Christian.

Third Culture Kids find a place to belong 
GLOBAL REUNION helps missionary children — and their parents — readjust to life in the U.S.

Cash

Hartman



something for them? They need 
help,’” Hartman said, tears brim-
ming in his eyes. 

So Global Reunion became a place 
for parents as well. 

“The transitions are not just hard 
for the kids,” Hartman said. “It’s the 
whole family.”

AN ‘UNCONSCIOUS BOND’
Gabriel Jones, 19, grew up in 

Texas before moving to Uganda as 
a teen. 

He returned to the U.S. with only 
two months to adjust before start-
ing college at Harding University in 
Searcy, Ark., last year. He said it was 
a culture shock. 

At Global Reunion, 
Jones discovered oth-
ers had similar expe-
riences with their 
own transitions.

“Because we have 
those, it’s like an 
unconscious bond,” 
Jones said. “You can 
just talk to someone. 
You can become their best friend so 
quickly. It’s really crazy how many 
people I’ve talked to, and how many 
people I just immediately connected 
with, because of those shared experi-
ences that we didn’t even know we 
shared.”

Kylie Pitman, 18, has been coming 
to Global Reunion for eight years, 
having started out in the kids camp. 
The camper said everyone auto-
matically feels like family and knows 
they have all been through the same 
awkward experience.

“And so when you come here, it’s 
just like, ‘Wow, I can finally just be 
myself,’” said Pitman, an Oklahoma 
Christian sophomore. 

Cash, who first attended Global 
Reunion in 2015 and is now a facili-
tator, said the campers may have 
different life details, but they have 
the same experience. 

“We all have a similar understand-
ing of what it means to have mul-
tiple cultures.” 

SAYING GOODBYE, AGAIN
Global Reunion hosted a flag cer-

emony to close out the week. Kids, 
teens and young adults proudly 
walked with flagpoles in hand in 

Oklahoma Christian’s 
Thelma Gaylord 
Forum, showcas-
ing the countries 
represented. 

As the campers 
stood in their des-
ignated spots, the 
ceremony ended with 
the singing of “The 

Lord Bless You and Keep You” and a 
closing prayer.

Global Reunion leaders encour-
aged campers to say proper good-
byes, something some of them had 
to do when they left countries thou-
sands of miles away. 

Moments later, the forum was full 
of people hugging, taking pictures 
and shedding tears.

FOR MORE INFORMATION about the Global 
Reunion, see oc.edu/church-resources/
center-for-global-missions/global-reunion.
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Located on scenic Cape Cod in Marstons Mills, Mass., the Cape Cod Church 
of Christ is searching for a full-time evangelist who is called by the Lord to 
support our outreach in the “harvest is plentiful” and missions-outreach New 
England environment. We are an age and economically diverse congregation of 
approximately seventy and are led by two elders and three deacons. 
Responsibilities of the evangelist include sound Biblical preaching and teaching, 
evangelism, and outreach. We offer a competitive annual salary including retirement 
and health-care contributions, vacation, etc. If you are interested, please send your 
resume, a current video of a sermon, a current photograph, and three references 
to our elders (shown below) by August 31, 2022. 
                Jerry Hiatt jerry.hiatt@gmail.com 508-477-0924  
                Jim Saffle jim.saffle@ieee.org 508-364-1947

Full-time Evangelist - Cape Cod, Mass.

North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL 62521

(217) 423-2823          Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires 
to grow with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African 
American, seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. The applicant should possess 
sound biblical knowledge and have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal 
people skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All 
interested persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to 
the attention of the leadership:

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois

The Gateway Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister for our acapella 
congregation of 135 post-COVID (220 pre-COVID) members and four elders. 
Responsibilities include preaching, teaching classes, personal work, and active 
participation in other church missions. We are seeking a man with a heart for 
personal work and ministry, willing to visit and engage with church members as 
well as complete community outreach activities. Church of Christ background is 
mandatory. Bachelors Degree in a Bible-related field preferred as well as at least 
5-10 years experience in a full-time minister capacity and a heart for service to 
God. The applicant will send a cover letter, resume, list of recent references, 
and video/audio links of recent sermons and classes by email to: 

secretary@gatewaycofcsouthgate.org, or by mail to: 
Gateway Church of Christ, Attn: Elders

14950 Northline Rd 
Southgate, MI 48195

Full-time Minister - Southgate, Michigan

Seeking full-time minister for our 
55-member congregation. Preaching, 
teaching, and outreach responsibilities. Also 
assisting in hosting Let the Bible Speak TV 
Ministry. www.letthebiblespeak.net. Starting 
salary: $35,000/year. Moving assistance also 
included. Send cover letter, resume, and 
video samples of lessons to: 

escanabacoc@gmail.com
Church of Christ

P.O. Box 751
Escanaba, MI 49829 

Full-time Minister - Escanaba, Mich.

The Rock Hill Church of Christ in Frisco, 
Texas, is looking for a part-time youth 
minister. We're a relatively small congrega-
tion north of Dallas with big opportunities 
before us and an evangelistic heart. Contact 
Charles Haley, elder, at (972) 523-1454 or 
the church office at rhillchurch@gmail.com 
with a resume and philosophy of ministry.

Rock Hill Church of Christ
9426 PGA Parkway, Frisco, Texas 75035

(972) 523-1454
http://rhcoc.org

Part-time Youth MinisterJones Pitman
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re you listening?”
The late V.E. Howard was 

known for asking that ques-
tion on the “International 

Gospel Hour” radio program, an 
evangelism broadcast associated 
with Churches of Christ dating back 
to 1934. 

For 88 years the question has been 
posed to listeners such as Billy Boyd. 

Boyd, a member of the Rockliff 
Church of Christ in McMinnville, 
Tenn., has listened to the program 
for more than 60 years. 

The broadcast is one of the longest, 
continuous religious radio programs 
in America. Now overseen by the 
West Fayetteville Church of Christ in 
Fayetteville, Tenn., the program has 
featured Jeff Archey as its speaker 
since 2020. 

“It has been a great encourage-
ment to me to hear that kind of 
teaching,” Boyd said. 

“The past couple of years — yes, 
even in a pandemic time — we have 
embraced our Lord’s blessings and 
the open doors he has provided,” 
Archey said. 

Those efforts include “not only 
expanding over-the-air radio,” he 
said, “but internet station options, 
podcasts providers worldwide and a 
television broadcast addition.” 

FROM V.E. HOWARD TO JEFF ARCHEY
During his lifetime, Howard was 

a businessman and a writer. He was 
a husband and a father, too. But 
he was best known for starting the 
“International Gospel Hour.”

He first began radio preaching on 
station KTHS in Hot Springs, Ark., 
where he talked the station man-
ager into giving him a chance on air. 
He instantly gained a good rapport 
with the audience. 

The broadcast made its way to 
other countries about 10 years later, 
increasing its audience.

Howard preached on the radio for 
61 years. His trademark “Are you 
listening?” punctuated sermon points 
and Scriptures when he spoke.

During his lifetime, the program’s 
founder baptized more than 8,000 
people, preached in gospel meetings 
throughout the United States and 
produced books, tracts and hymns. 
He died one day before his 89th 
birthday in 2000.  

In 1995 Howard transferred over-
sight of the program to Winford 
Claiborne, an instructor at Freed-
Hardeman University in Henderson, 
Tenn., whose favorite broadcasts 

focused on the 
Christian home and 
contemporary culture. 
In turn, Claiborne 
handed the broadcast 
to Jody Apple of the 
Southeast Institute 
of Biblical Studies in 
Knoxville, Tenn., in 
2013.

Apple has preached since 1978 
and serves with the Georgia School 
of Preaching and Biblical Studies in 
Marietta. He worked to bring the 
program into the digital era, includ-
ing web and social media presences. 

Archey took the reins from his 
friend in 2020. By then the program 
had lost some international expo-
sure, and Archey’s challenge was to 

increase its audience. 
Last year the “International Gospel 

Hour” was picked up by Radio 
Victoria 93.1 FM in Noord, Aruba, 
and ZFKP 97.7 FM in the Cayman 
Islands. 

Archey brought experience with 
a radio station and the Gospel 
Broadcasting Network to the role. 
GBN, which is associated with 
Churches of Christ, is a satellite 
broadcast network. 

A Nashville, Tenn., 
native, Archey has 
preached the Gospel 
for over 30 years, 17 
of those for the East 
Side Church of Christ 
in Cleveland, Tenn.

Archey lives in 
Cleveland, where he 
attends the North 

Bradley Church of Christ and the 
Union Grove Church of Christ when 
he’s not traveling with the radio 
ministry.

He graduated from the now-
defunct Great Commission School in 
Nashville and the Nashville School 
of Preaching and Biblical Studies in 
the late 1990s. He has been married 
to Renita for 34 years. 

After Archey’s arrival, GBN formed 
a partnership with the “International 
Gospel Hour” and began airing the 
program four times a week. 

“International Gospel Hour” is now 
available on the web, social media, 
satellite, cable, YouTube and 27 
podcast platforms. Its TV programs 
— which began last year — are pri-
marily found in the southeastern U.S. 

Now in 34 countries, the program 
is “still growing, and it’s still thriv-
ing,” Archey said. “We’re very well 
blessed.”

Phil Sanders, speaker for “In 
Search of the Lord’s Way,” a national 
television ministry sponsored by 
the Edmond Church of Christ in 
Oklahoma, knew all four of the 
“International Gospel Hour” speakers.

“It is reaching people, and the 
reports that I get is that people are 
listening, both inside and outside 
the church,” Sanders said. “And it’s 
making a difference.” 

Sanders added that the 
“International Gospel Hour’s” lon-
gevity speaks to its success.  

“You have also — because it’s 
been on for so many years — a tre-
mendous loyalty and devotion to the 
program,” he said. 

BRINGING THE TRUTH
Debbie Claudia-Guinn first learned 

about one of the “International 
Gospel Hour” podcasts through an 
advertisement on Facebook. 

She now listens to the podcast on 
Sunday mornings before church and 
refers to it as her spiritual food.

Archey “knows how to bring the 
truth,” said Claudia-Guinn, a mem-
ber of the Paulding Church of Christ 
in Ohio. “He doesn’t add any ingre-
dients to the Scripture or anything 
like that. He’s very biblical.

“It really helps your spiritual 
walk,” she said of the program. “And 
that’s what it has done for me.”

CONGREGATIONS WISHING TO USE “International 
Gospel Hour” can obtain the program at no cost, 
and Jeff Archey can help churches negotiate deals 
with local stations. See internationalgospelhour.
com or call (855) 444-6988. 

AUDREY JACKSON

“International Gospel Hour” is available on Apple Podcasts and other apps. 

88-year-old radio program thrives online
‘INTERNATIONAL GOSPEL HOUR’ encourages believers through broadcasts and podcasts in 2022.

Howard Archey 
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Birthday 

Dee W. Martin, 102

Dee W. Martin, originally from 
Plainview, Texas, a veteran of World 
War II and member of the Greatest 
Generation, celebrated his 102nd 
birthday on June 5, 2022, and is still 
going strong! 

He served as 
an elder in the 
Church of Christ 
for 44 years. He 
has enjoyed many 
things in his 102 
years, but his 
priorities have 
never changed: 
his love for God, his wife Audra of 70 
years, his family, and all others.

His influence as a Christian has 
spread to all he’s met. His greatest 
joy is knowing that all of his family 
— son and daughter and their 
spouses, four grandchildren and 
their spouses, six great-grandchil-
dren and one spouse, and four great-
great-grandchildren — are faithful 
Christians. Congratulations, and 
God bless you, Dee!

Memorials 

David Lowell Brown
1946-2022

David Lowell Brown, 75, of Iraan, 
Texas, went home to be with the 
Lord on Saturday, May 21, 2022, after 
a short illness. 

David was born 
in Knox City, 
Texas, to Bill and 
Golda Brown. 
He graduated 
from Rankin 
High School in 
1965. In 1966 he 
married Judy 
Owens, whom he had met at the 
Pecos River Encampment at the age 
of 15. He attended Abilene Christian 
University.

He served in the United States 
Navy as a linguist until 1973. David 

worked on ranches where he was 
known for his strong work ethic 
and devout Christian faith. In 1983 
David left ranch work in order to 
better support and spiritually lead his 
family. He worked in the Marathon 
oil field until his retirement.

He served as an elder of the Iraan 
Church of Christ for many years. He 
will be deeply missed by his family, 
friends and all who knew him. 
Memorial gifts may be sent to the 
Pecos River Encampment, P.O. Box 
635, Iraan, Texas 79744.

He is survived by his beloved wife 
of 55 years, Judy; his mother-in-law, 
Vircille Owens; daughter, Diane and 
son-in-law Robert Jackson; son, Sam 
and daughter-in-law, Sarah Brown; 
son, David and daughter-in-law, Renee 
Brown; daughter, Golda and son-in-
law Joel Rodgers; 10 grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; brother 
Bill and sister-in-law, Bettie Brown; 
sister Jan and brother-in-law, Tommy 
Jackson; sister Debbie and brother-in-
law Bryan Mason; and brother D.C. 
and sister-in-law, Deb Brown.

Joe McCormack
1939-2022

“That’s no hill for a stepper.” 
These words, handed down from 

Joe Eddie McCormack’s father, 
became a rallying cry. Whenever 
a challenge came along, Joe said, 
“Well, that’s no hill for a stepper!” 

Joe stepped over his final hill on 
June 11, 2022, at the age of 82. 

He was born 
near Tipton, Okla., 
to O.E. and Sarah 
Joe (Bishop) 
McCormack. 
After graduating 
in a class of seven 
from Weaver High 
School in 1957, he 
attended Central 
Christian College in Bartlesville, 
Okla. At the end of his freshman 
year the school moved to Oklahoma 
City, where Joe helped establish the 
foundation of what was to become 
Oklahoma Christian University by 

digging ditches at the new campus.
On Aug. 31, 1958, he married his 

high school sweetheart, Lottie Faye 
West. He taught in the language and 
literature department at Oklahoma 
Christian. He served as department 
chair and received the Gaylord Chair 
of Distinguished Teaching in 1993. He 
was named professor emeritus in 2003. 

Joe served as song leader, deacon, 
youth minister, Bible class teacher and 
elder for the Memorial Road Church 
of Christ in Oklahoma City, his church 
home from 1967 to the present.

Memorial gifts may be made to 
Neema Village, neemavillage.org, 
or to the Tipton Children’s Home, 
tiptonchildrenshome.com.

Frank L. Wooden
1933-2022

Frank L. Wooden, longtime 
beloved teacher, 
administrator 
and elder of the 
Chisholm Trail 
Church of Christ 
in Wichita, Kan., 
veteran of the 
Korean War, 
father and friend, 
passed away April 
13, 2022. You are 
a blessing to so many. Miss you and 
love you more, Daddy. 

— Your daughter, Shawna

Ron and Erma Tackett

Christians at the Victory Road 
Church of Christ in Henderson, Nev., 
founded in 1955, are mourning the 
loss of two of their original members, 
Ron (88) and Erma (83) Tackett, who 
died a month apart this spring from 
illness. They were married for 67 
years. Their presence and encourage-
ment are deeply missed.

WITH APPRECIATION: The Christian Chronicle 
deeply appreciates generous gifts received that 
were dedicated to Uvalde, Texas, and given in 
memory of Lynn Christopher, Jerry and Neva 
McCreary, Mary J. Nelson and Dean Niles.

HIRED: Zachary 
Green as pulpit 
minister for 
the Mary Ellen 
and Harvester 
Church of Christ 
in Pampa, Texas. 
Noah Icenhour 
as preaching and 
teaching minister 
for the Northeast 
Church of Christ in 
Cincinnati. Jeremy 
Hall as minister for 
the Bartlett Woods 
Church of Christ in 
Arlington, Tenn. Hall 
previously served as 
the Bartlett Woods 
church’s children 
and family minister.
Luke Skelton as the 
youth and family 
minister for the 
Lancaster Church 
of Christ in Ohio. 
Carl Dye as pulpit 
minister for the Bell 
Avenue Church of 
Christ in Amarillo, 
Texas. 

RETIRED: James 
Johnston as 
preaching minister 
for the 4th and  Vine 
Church of Christ in 
Corning, Ark. 

PHOTO VIA WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ATOMICCITYCOC

Tanya, left, and Tim Stidham, right, 
gather in front of the Los Alamos 
Church of Christ congregation 
on their final Sunday in ministry. 
The couple retired after almost 
35 years of service with the New 
Mexico church. As his last sermon 
came to a close, Tim said, “Let me 
end by simply saying thank you.”

Johnston

Icenhour

Skelton

Dye

Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones. Contact 
milestones@christianchronicle.org for rates 

and more information.
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As the death toll from mass 
shootings grows, the gun 

control debate once again consumes 
our attention.

God-fearing people on both sides of 
the argument claim divine approval 
for their position, perceiving divine 
disapproval toward the opposition. 

With intense passion, both sides 
cite Scripture to support their view:

• Jesus told his disciples to 
purchase a sword. Jesus told Peter to 
put away his sword.

• Jesus said, “Turn the other 
cheek.” Jesus said the greatest love is 
to give one’s life for others. 

• The text is perfectly clear! 
In the interest of full disclosure, 

I am a gun owner. I have the rifle I 
received as a 12-year-old boy and used 
while making memories on family 
hunting trips. After our father’s death, 
my brothers and I divided his guns 
and shared the memories they held. 

Many faithful Christians view 
guns as spiritually neutral. Guns are 
about family traditions: sporting, 
hunting and collecting. For other 
faithful Christians, guns represent 

pain, suffering and evil.  
Neutrality ends when the trigger 

is pulled, when evil people use guns 
as tools to accomplish their evil 
intentions. Guns are the instrument 
of choice for some of Satan’s most 
destructive purposes: intimidation, 
suicide and shattering innocent lives. 

What is the “Christian” position on 
guns? While God’s people wrestle 
with that question, believers and 
nonbelievers beg the church to use 
what little remaining influence we 
have to impact community leaders 
and policymakers. 

We can’t answer that question 
without addressing the foundational 
arguments and assumptions used in 
reaching our conclusion, whatever it 
may be. How we justify our position 
reveals far more about our faith than 
any conclusion we reach. 

Regardless of our position, there 
are at least three fundamental truths 
that we must not compromise: 

1. Human life is sacred. Care 
and concern for our neighbors, 
especially for “the least of these,” 
trump political posturing every time. 
Sincere people can and will disagree 
on the best way to reflect that care, 

but this concern is nonnegotiable 
for believers. 

It’s a despicable act of partisanship 
when, before parents can identify the 
mangled remains of their children, 
politicians run to the nearest micro-
phone to gain a political advantage. 
Seeking solutions is noble, but our 
first response to tragedy is typically 
the most revealing. Our language and 
actions must always reflect and honor 
the sacredness of life.  

2. The kingdom of God is not 
now and never has been depen-
dent on the aggressive use of 
force. Whatever our conclusion about 
guns, we must not deceive ourselves 
into thinking the survival of God’s 
kingdom hangs in the balance.

Jesus rejected Peter’s aggressive 
use of force. Establishing a kingdom 
using such means would only repli-
cate the already failing kingdoms of 
men. Instead, Jesus built a different 
kind of kingdom — a kingdom “not of 
this world” and not advanced by tradi-
tional means of battle. 

Remarkably, that kingdom grew in 
the face of Roman swords, wielding 
nothing more than the Spirit of God 

and the confession that Jesus is Lord.
3. Individual rights are not 

the church’s greatest concern. 
Living in a culture where “inalienable 
rights” are recognized as God-given is 
undoubtedly a blessing and a curse: 
Righteousness is neither established 
nor reliant on any of these “rights.” 

For most of Christian history, 
faithful followers of Jesus lived in 
cultures that failed to recognize any 
such rights.

Then and now, faithfulness even 
requires us to forgo certain rights 
for the sake of others. Honest, 
God-fearing people can and will 
disagree on the merits of guns. 

The issue is complex. But as our 
conversations unfold, we cannot 
compromise the clear teachings of 
Scripture en route to any conclusion 
on any issue. And loyalty to Christ 
must exceed all else.  

God’s kingdom will one day be 
redeemed in a reality in which 
swords are beaten into plowshares, 
and spears are used for pruning 
hooks (Isaiah 2:4). As his people, 
we long for such a day. — Jeremie 
Beller, for the Editorial Board
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In Uvalde, writer found purpose
UVALDE, Texas

‘You’re not allowed to cry.”
That’s what I kept telling 

myself as people fell on their 
hands and knees, weeping.

Never had I seen so much agony in 
one place.

The Christian Chronicle 
sent associate editor Audrey 
Jackson and me to report 
on the shooting that killed 
19 elementary children and 
two teachers in South Texas. 
It was my first in-person 
tragedy coverage.

I didn’t know what to 
expect, and I couldn’t help 
but ask myself, “Why am I here?”

The trip to Uvalde, about 85 miles 
west of San Antonio, was not exactly 
on my schedule. 

I was sitting in a gelato shop with 
five of my Chronicle colleagues on 
the afternoon of May 24 because the 
power had gone out in the office. We 
were having a nice time until news of 
the Uvalde shooting began flooding 
social media. 

Editor-in-chief Bobby Ross Jr. 
decided someone should 
go to Texas for on-the-
ground reporting. As 
an intern in my second 
week on the job, I did 
not expect the Chronicle 
to send me. 

Audrey immediately 
volunteered to go since 
Bobby and Erik Tryggestad, the 
Chronicle’s president and CEO, had 
previous commitments.

Then Bobby looked at me. 
“Gabriel, are you busy this 

weekend?”
Covering a mass shooting is diffi-

cult, but Bobby and my professors at 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark., 
did what they could to prepare me.

Audrey and I arrived in Uvalde that 
Saturday. We first visited the court-
house memorial in the town square 
where crowds were paying their 
respects to the victims.

I took photos of the scene: the 
people, the memorial, the singing, 
the prayers, the tears. I honestly felt 
like a trespasser intruding on these 
people’s grief. Other journalists 

surrounded me. Cameras and micro-
phones could be seen at every turn. 

It all felt so wrong. 
There was too much media. 
After taking photos, Audrey and 

I interviewed a minister and his 
wife. I learned more about 
the pain the city’s residents 
were bearing and watched yet 
another person, the minister’s 
wife, break down in tears. But 
the couple seemed to be glad 
we came as they bid us fare-
well with hugs and a prayer. 

Next, we stopped by the 
school where the shooting 
occurred. The school was 

taped off, so we took photos from afar. 
Throughout that day, my thoughts 
kept wandering to my younger sister, 
who is the same age as the children 
whose memorials stood before me. 
I could not imagine the full extent of 
everyone’s grief and wanted so badly 
to ease the pain somehow.

At the school, a woman came up to 
me, confused about where to leave the 
flowers she had brought. I directed 
her to officers who were taking gifts 

to a makeshift memo-
rial. It wasn’t hard to tell 
that she was stricken 
with grief. 

As I turned to leave, I 
had the sudden urge to 
comfort her. Throwing 
all doubts aside, I 
returned and asked her 

name then hugged and prayed over 
her. She asked for my name. 

“Gabriel, the angel,” she exclaimed, 
saying God had sent me. 

While in Uvalde and especially after 
this encounter, I found purpose.

Why was I there? Why cover any 
tragedy? I can’t allow people to be 
blind to the tragedies that befall our 
world. I and others report so we can 
do something about the injustices 
and pain that taint people’s lives. I am 
here to be a light amid the grief. 

GABRIEL GRANT HUFF is The Christian Chronicle’s  
intern. In his short time with the Chronicle, the Harding 
University senior also has written about the May 14 
supermarket shooting in Buffalo, N.Y., and taken 
photos after the June 1 medical office attack in Tulsa, 
Okla. Contact gabriel@christianchronicle.org.

A man prays as he visits the memorial for victims of the Uvalde, Texas, school shooting.

Mourners share a hug after 19 children and two teachers were killed in Uvalde.

PHOTOS BY GABRIEL GRANT HUFF

A couple grieves in Uvalde’s town square, about a mile from the shooting scene.
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Gabriel Grant Huff

‘Why cover any tragedy? 
I can’t allow people 

to be blind to the 
tragedies that befall 

our world.’



ABILENE, Texas

Charlie Marler, the first chair 
of the Journalism and Mass 
Communication Department 
at Abilene Christian University, 
earned respect and admiration 

nationwide as an advocate for excel-
lent journalism by and for Christians. 

Though he was 89 years old, 
his May 27 death shocked former 
students and colleagues around the 
world. As more than one remarked, 
it just seemed he would live forever. 
He will, just not with us for the next 
little while.

Charlie was my teacher. He chaired 
my master’s thesis. He hired me 
as his graduate assistant and onto 

ACU’s faculty. 
He was my elder, 
mentor, editor and 
friend. I met him in 
the fall of 1974 when 
I was a cocky year-
book editor and he 
was a freshly minted 
Ph.D. on a mission.

Forty-eight years 
later, I spoke at his 
memorial service.

In preparation, I scrolled through 
Facebook posts by and about “Doc,” 
as his students called him, and 
came across a post he wrote when I 
retired. He related with remarkable 
detail our almost five-decade friend-
ship and concluded by discussing 
four priorities we shared:

• The love of civil discourse.
• A passion for the First 

Amendment.
• Writing well and teaching others 

to write well.
• Family.
Dozens of tributes posted by 

former students reprised those 
themes.

 Paul Anthony is a former editor of 
The Optimist, ACU’s student news-
paper. He’s now a doctoral student 
himself. He recalled a conversation 
in Doc’s office when he was working 
through his views on some difficult 
topics.

 He said Doc “never felt the need 
to make clear his own position. He 
knew that what I needed was an ear, 
not an opinion. The result was that I 
came away from those talks a more 

tolerant, more compassionate, more 
open-minded person.”

 That was typical. Charlie had 
no patience for shallow thinking. 
However, he loved a civil but chal-
lenging conversation with students 
or colleagues who might disagree 
with him.  Many students described 
that civility as kindness. The student 
who was struggling to pass received 
exactly the same kindness as the 
one he was encouraging to go to 
grad school. 

 He often paraphrased 
Deuteronomy and said we must 
teach our students in the class-
rooms, the halls, the labs, our 
offices, the sidewalks, the parking 
lots and our homes. His civility 
and kindness were like that, too. 
Everywhere and at all times.

Then there was his passion for the 
First Amendment.

I remember his vividly describing 
a visit to James Madison’s grave 
on the grounds of Montpelier in 
Virginia. When I had the chance 
to visit there a few years later and 
stood in that small family cemetery, 
I could just imagine the conversa-
tion that must have transpired in 
Charlie’s mind as he stood by the 
grave of his hero.

Charlie understood that nothing 
else about our constitutional form of 
government works if we fail to honor 

and protect those freedoms — of 
religion, speech, the press and the 
right of the people to assemble and 
petition for redress of grievances.

 He believed passionately that all 
truth is God’s truth — and if the 
truth is hidden or suppressed, then 
we cannot make informed decisions 
— about government, religion or life.

 That passion inspired his philos-
ophy of student journalism, which 
demanded absolute excellence of his 
students — and occasionally drove 
university presidents absolutely crazy.  

 But he believed that if we want 
students to go out into the world 
prepared to speak truth to power 
they have to practice it — free and 
unfettered.  

 Optimist staff members consis-
tently rose to that challenge because 
they knew he would go to the mat 
for them — and to the president’s 
office, if necessary — and because 
disappointing him was unthinkable.

 At the heart of not disap-
pointing Charlie was writing well. 
Professional journalists all over the 
country hear Doc’s voice in their 
ears when they recall that:

• A lot is two words.
• That and which are not inter-

changeable.
• Redundancy wastes the reader’s 

time.
• Always cite your sources.

• And my personal favorite — 
avoid dead construction.   

Grammarians call passive construc-
tions like “‘It is” and “There are,” 
etc., expletives. But Charlie called 
them dead because excellent writing 
should never have a vague subject 
and a passive verb. Excellent writing 
— and an excellent Christian life — 
should be focused, vibrant and alive. 

His was. 
Finally, Charlie wrote about family. 

Anyone who was around Charlie 
for even a little while knew that he 
adored his wife, Peggy, and he loved 
being a dad and a grandfather. Great 
journalism was important. Family 
was more important.

 My friend Lance Fleming, one of 
Charlie’s successors in his early role 
as ACU’s first sports information 
director, wrote that when he sought 
Doc’s advice about a job change, “He 
agreed that my time on the road was 
better spent being at home with Jill, 
Ashley, and Ryan.”

 For two years, Doc and Peggy had 
prayed every day for Rex, Lance and 
Jill’s oldest son, and for two years 
Doc ended every email or text to 
Lance with the words, “God, please 
kill Rex’s cancer.”

 On the morning after Rex died, 
Lance had this message from Doc:  

 “Wow, God is good. Rex is healed 
forever; you guys now have an even 
more special connection to heaven. 
You know hope is real. You will be 
finding new ways to touch Rex every 
day.”

 So with an uncharacteristic catch 
in my voice, I closed my remarks 
with a very careful edit of Charlie’s 
own words:

 “Wow, God is good. Charlie is 
healed forever. We now have an even 
more special connection to heaven.  
We know hope is real, and we will 
find new ways to hear Doc’s words in 
our ears every day.”

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle 
correspondent who served for 20 years as chair 
of the Department of Journalism and Mass 
Communication at Abilene Christian University. 
She succeeded Charlie Marler, who had served for 
19 years. Contact cheryl@christianchronicle.org. 
Read an expanded obit at christianchronicle.org/
charlie-marler.

‘His words in our ears’: a tribute to Doc 
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CADE WHITE

Charlie Marler devoted 48 years of full-time service to Abilene Christian.
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Praise for children’s home story
Thank you for The Christian 

Chronicle and your efforts to keep 
our fellowship informed. I read your 
editorial in regard to children’s 
homes (“Why children’s homes 
matter to this editor,” Page 3, June). 

My wife and I recently served 5.5 
years at Fair Haven Children’s Home 
in Strafford, Mo., near Springfield, 
We were houseparents, and I was the 
director of development.

Working at Fair Haven made me a 
better person. My hat is off to your 
parents who served for so many 
years. Thank you for caring about 
children’s homes and exposing 
some of the obstacles they face.

DAVID GRIMM | Kansas City, Mo.

Just wanted to let you know that 
you all knocked it out of the park 
with the June issue! 

The stories you covered — 
particularly the stories of Ukraine 
(Page 1), the Buffalo shootings 
(Page 3) and children’s foster care 

(Page 3) — were outstanding. 
I loved the story of church 

collaboration (Page 5). I totally 
agree on reporting on what’s 
happening with churches building 
on our past, reaching out to those 
who need Jesus, rather than the 
dying congregations (we all know 
too many of those). 

Our mission has not changed 
with the times: Be ready to 
share the Good News. Let Jesus 
transform us for a home with him. 
And be the salt of the earth.

And thank you for the follow-up 
story on Joshua Henley (Page 12). 
A dark and horrible crime, but 
looking away, as we have seen, 
creates rot. Thanks for the clear, 
unvarnished truth.

All in all, it was a timely, 
thoughtful edition, and everyone 
involved should be congratulated-
especially opinions editor Jeremie 
Beller, who is my favorite.

YODIE BAIRD | Edmond, Okla.

 

The Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ, located in Detroit, Mich., is searching for a 
dynamic, scripturally sound, and spiritually led individual to fill the position of full-time 
minister. The new minister will continue the work of our present Minister of 45 years, Dallas 
Walker, Jr. Our new minister will work closely with our Elders and Deacons to enrich the 
congregation, help develop a more youth-based ministry, and spread the gospel to the 
surrounding community. Our congregation is approximately 400 members strong and has 
a wide-reaching online audience through Facebook and YouTube. For the last 60 years, 
we have been a “growing, peaceful congregation striving to serve God and mankind.” We 
do provide a competitive salary plus benefits package and will help with moving costs. 
If you feel you are the right person to help us fulfill our mission and would like to apply, 
please send your resume to: wyoming1churchofchrist@gmail.com or

Wyoming Avenue Church of Christ • 20131 Wyoming Avenue • Detroit, MI 48221
Attention: Minister Search Group

Full-time Minister - Detroit, Mich.

Are you a person who loves God, the Bible, and his people? Do you have a shepherd's heart for people?  
Do you long to see God's people grow deeper in their faith through knowledge of his Word? If so, 
come grow with us! We’re a small, diverse, multi-ethnic congregation seeking a full-time minister who 
can identify with our needs and community outreach by helping our congregation go into the world 
and preach the Good News that Jesus is the Savior. Our minister should have a firm commitment to 
God’s Word, the Bible, with a desire to help us apply it to our current socioeconomic environment. 

Please start the process by visiting our website, http://www.westsideforchrist.org, where you 
will see the complete job posting along with our history. Send a cover letter and resume reflecting 
education, experience in ministry, references, and a sample sermon video to:  
newlife@westsideforchrist.org. 

Thank you. We look forward to speaking with you about your future.

Full-time Minister - Maryland

The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the 
lost to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a 
future not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the 
Bible and a desire to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership, instruction, 
and be a role model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of 
integrity in all aspects of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being 
open to sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.
For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

 

Trinity Gardens Church of Christ is looking for a committed Christian youth 
director with a passion for discipling young people with the gospel. The ideal 
candidate is married and has experience working and relating well with youth 
between the ages of 12 to 18, parents, and adult volunteers. The role requires 
the candidate to have demonstrated experience equipping youth for ministry. 
The candidate should possess post-secondary training and a bachelor’s degree.
Interested applicants should email resume and references to: 

tgcocinfo@yahoo.com or mail to:
Human Resources • Trinity Gardens Church of Christ 

7725 Sandra Street • Houston, Texas 77016
https://www.trinitycoc.org • Find us on Facebook

Youth Minister - Houston, Texas



ACROSS
1. “Cast me not away from thy 
 presence: and take not the ___ 
 ___ from me” (Psalms 51:11, 
 King James Version, two words).
6. Cutting tool.
9. Day of rest.
11. “Six days thou shalt work, but on
 the seventh day thou shalt rest: in 
 earing time and in _____  thou 
 shalt rest” (Exodus 34:21, KJV).
13. Family.
14. Yearly.
17. “Consider the ____, for they neither 
 sow nor reap ...” (Luke 12:24, KJV).
18. High marks in exams.
19. “Do not _____ your servants. Come 
 up to us quickly and save us!”  
 (Joshua 10:6, New International 
 Version)
22. “... unto thee, O Lord, do I ____ 
 up my soul” (Psalms 86:4, KJV).
24. “_____ with thine adversary 
 quickly ...” (Matthew 5:25, KJV).
25. “The ____ of John, whence was 
 it?” (Matthew 21:25, KJV).
28. The wise men were from the 
 ____ (Matthew 2:1-12).
29. “Heaven is my ___, and earth is 
 my footstool: What house will ye 
 build me?” (Acts 7:49, KJV).
31. “One ___ shall be to him that 
 is homeborn, and unto the 
 stranger that sojourneth among 
 you.” (Exodus 12:49, KJV).
34. ____ Horseman of the Apocalypse.
35. “... if a man have an ____ sheep, 
 and one of them be gone astray, 
 doth he not leave the ninety and 
 nine ... (for) that which is gone 
 astray?” (Matthew 18:12, KJV).
38. Part of the foot.
40. Hosp. trauma center, abbr.
41. Redeemed.
42. Palm fruits.

DOWN
1. Prophet, husband of Gomer.
2. Rebecca’s brother (Genesis 
 24:29).
3. “What manner of man is this, 
 that even the wind and the ____ 
 obey him?” (Mark 4:41, KJV).
4. Approximately, suffix.
5. Abraham’s first son.
6. Looks for.
7. “For thou shalt be his _____ unto 
 all men of what thou hast seen 
 and heard” (Acts 22:15, KJV).
8. God planted this in the Garden 

 of Eden (three words).
10. Dusk-___-dawn.
12. Yes in Spanish.
15. Pen’s point.
16. One of the disciples.
19. “... and after the end of the 
 hundred and fifty days the waters 
 were ____” (Genesis 8:3, KJV).
20. “Let the water teem with living 
 creatures, and let birds fly above 
 the earth _____ the vault of the 
 sky.” (Genesis 1:20, NIV).
21. Catch.
23. “We _____ you on Christ’s behalf: 
 Be reconciled to God.” 

(2 Corinthians 5:20, NIV). 
26. Isaiah or Elijah for example.
27. Promised solemnly.
30. “But when ____ was dead, behold, 
 an angel of the Lord appeareth in 
 a dream to Joseph in Egypt” 
 (Matthew 2:19, KJV).
32. “Receive my instruction, and not 
 silver: and knowledge rather than 
 choice ___” (Proverbs 8:10, KJV).
33. Cry of discovery.
34. Lawyer’s charge.
36. Disapproval words.
37. Go astray.
39. Electron volt, for short.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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Last shall be first
THE LAST LETTER of each answer is the first 
letter of the next answer. Fill in the blanks.

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

E X P E R I E N C E
M I N I S T R Y

H E R EH E R E I N  T H E  C L A S S
AND  I N  T H E  F I E L D

www.hcu.edu

1. Timothy’s grandmother: 
    L __ __ __
2. “Burning” in Hebrew:
    __ __ __ __ __ __
3. Esther’s Hebrew name: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4. Samuel’s mother: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __
5. A king of Judah: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
6. A famous rabbi (or Abdon’s 
father): 
    __ __ __ __ __ __
7. Dan’s former name:
    __ __ __ __ __
8. A minor prophet: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
9. Greek for “lord” or “master”: 
    __ __ __ __ __ __ 
10. A rabbi from Tarsus: 
    __ __ __ L 

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38.

Bonus: What desert covers 
much of the south of Israel? 
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Word Find: Genesis in review
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

• ABIMELECH
• ABRAHAM
• ABUNDANCE
• AGREE
• ANGER
• ANIMALS
• ASHER
• BASEMATH
• BEAUTIFUL
• BEGINNING
• BENJAMIN
• BLESSED
• CANAAN

• CATASTROPHE
• CONCEIVED
• CREATION
• CUPBEARER
• EGYPTIAN
• EMBALM
• ENOCH
• EPHRAIM
• EXCHANGE
• FAITH
• GARDEN
• GRAIN
• HARVEST

• HOUSEHOLDS
• INCREASE
• INTERPRET
• ISHMAEL
• LIVESTOCK
• MAMRE
• MANASSEH
• NAKED
• NAPHTALI
• NOAH
• PHARAOH
• PILLAR
• PRIEST

• RACHEL
• REBEKKAH
• RECOVER
• REGION
• RELATIVES
• RIGHTEOUS
• SACRIFICE
• SERVANT
• STALK
• TAMAR
• YIELD
• ZEBULUN

Find the following words from the book of Genesis. The unused 39 
letters form a sentence about the book. See page 34.

Precious souls are studying
God’s word

while improving their English
language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Join hundreds of others.

Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher
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Need a Preacher?
Do you have a great location

in North Texas and can't  
afford a preacher?

Maybe we can help.
Call (214) 552-3206

Our brethren will consider weekly  
gospel meetings anywhere in the U.S.

Plague Worship @ Home Radio & Net

770 AM Radio (DFW & North Texas)
               11 am-noon & 10 pm
1300 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                11:30 & 4 pm
1360 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                Noon & 6:30 pm
1600 AM (Memphis, TN) 
                4 pm

 

Nathan Rasor. Christ, 
Our Righteousness: 
Rediscovering The 
Doctrine of Justification. 
Amazon Publishing, 
2021. $16.99. Order from 
Amazon.

NE W A ND NO TE W O RTHY

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions are paid 
advertisements. Visit our website for more information 

or contact advertising@christianchronicle.org.

The Doctrine of Justification

 

     

Teaching Bible Verses 
Using the Eight Parts of Speech 

by Lela Coley

The Bible’s value is within the total scope of our  
instruction. This is my way of establishing a  
pathway to the sameness in parts of speech in  
the Bible as in school books. 
Be the first to purchase this one-of-a-kind book 
for your Bible Class, home, or as a gift. 

See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your brief mention classified ad, 
or email advertising@christianchronicle.org for more information. 

Churches:

Calgary Church of Christ (Alberta, Canada), Youth and Family Minister, 
4030 Maryvale Dr NE, Calgary, AB  T2A 2SA, CANADA, (403) 272-2111, 
admin@calgarycofc.com.
Central Church of Christ, Minister/Preacher, 632 Stephenson Ave, 
Savannah, GA 31405, (912) 441-4361, centralpulpitsearch@gmail.com.
Luling Church of Christ, Pulpit Minister, 1840 E Pierce St, Luling, TX 
78648, (512) 227-1438.
Norfolk Church of Christ, Pulpit Minister, 1501 N 13th Street, Norfolk, NE 
68701, (402) 851-0058, jschippercoc@yahoo.com.
Sunnyside Road Church of Christ, Pulpit Minister, 821 N Sunnyside Rd, 
Decatur, IL 62522, (217) 423-6218, sunnysidechurch@comcast.net.

Universities:
Lipscomb University, Electronic Resources Librarian, 1 University Park Dr, 
Nashville, TN 37204, (615) 966-5717, julie.harston@lipscomb.edu. 

JOB OPENINGS

The Hot Springs Village Church of Christ is 
seeking a full-time Youth and Family Minister. We are 
in the world’s largest gated community with lots of 
amenities and are served by two school districts. We 
are a very active community and a mission-minded 
congregation of 200+. We are seeking someone with 
a strong biblical background and a desire to teach and 
learn. We have an active and involved youth group. 
Worship/song leading ability is a plus. For more 
information or to send resume: 

Chad Knappier, 210 Balboa Rd
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909

(501) 226-9060 or readthischad@gmail.com

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:
July 8 and August 5
Contact: advertising@
christianchronicle.org

FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

July 13-15     New Day Conference. 
See newdayresources.org.
July 16     Herald of Truth’s 70th 
Anniversary Dinner. Abilene, 
Dallas/Fort Worth, or Nashville. See 
heraldoftruth.org/70.
July 17-22     Texas Normal Singing 
School. See SingingSchool.org.
July 28-31     Angel Fire 
Bible Symposium. See 
AngelFireSymposium.com.
Aug. 5-7     70th Anniversary 
Homecoming Celebration. 
Roosevelt Drive Church of Christ, N.C. 
See www.rdcoc.org. 
Aug. 8-Sept. 19     Singled Out 
Virtual Workshop. Contact 
robnicenterprise@gmail.com.
Sept. 7-9     New Day Conference. 
Dalton, Ga. See newdayresources.org.
Sept. 9-10     Equip Workshop. 
Waxahachie, Texas. See 
EquipWorkshop.org.
Sept. 15-17     GanderBrook Ladies 
Retreat - 50th. Raymond, Maine. See 
ganderbrook.org.
Sept. 24     South Central Regional 
Prison Workshop. Fort Gibson, Okla. 
See ftgcc.org.
Sept. 24-29     76th Annual 
National Lectureship of the 
Churches of Christ. Orlando, Fla. See 
www.cocnl2022.com.
Sept. 25-28     Harding University’s 
99th Annual Bible Lectureship. 
Searcy, Ark. See harding.edu/
lectureship.
Oct. 4-7     Abundant Living 
Retreat. Branson, Mo. See 
abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 14-16     United Sisters 
Symposium (USS) — The Lion King, 
Daniel Chapter 6. Torrance, Calif. 
See empoweredincorporated.com.

CALENDAR

Price: $12.00 plus S+H. Contact lelacoley2@gmail.com to order.



Daughter finds lessons in the Holocaust

In the Old Testament, angels 
warned Lot and his wife not 
to look back on Sodom and 
Gomorrah as they fled. When 

Lot’s wife chose to do so anyway, 
she was reduced to a pillar of salt. 

Anna Salton Eisen, Jewish author 
and daughter of Holocaust survivors, 

takes the risk 
of looking back 
in her recently 
published book, 
“Pillar of Salt: A 
Daughter’s Life in 
the Shadow of the 
Holocaust,” written 
in collaboration with 
her son, Aaron Eisen. 

Like most 
survivors of horrific 

tragedy, Anna’s mother and father 
preferred leaving the horror of 
their experience in the past. 

Accepting the reality that their 
loved ones and hometowns 
were destroyed, George and 
Ruth Salton married and began 
rebuilding a family, first in New 
York and eventually the suburbs of 
Maryland. 

Jewish lives were 
so devastated, 
survivors believed 
they were like 
Adam: “Nothing 
came before me. 
Everything and 
everyone is gone, 
and it all starts over 
with me!”

Their children, 
and all children 
of Holocaust 
survivors, are 
labeled the “Second 
Generation.”

“Pillar of Salt” 
takes readers 
through Anna’s 
own journey of 
helping her parents 
remember that they were not Adam 
and helping them journey back to 
their identities. That journey unfolds 
in three parts, with part one tracing 

Anna’s American childhood. 
As the Second Generation, Anna 

and her three brothers grew up in a 
traditional American setting. Aside 

from their parent’s 
accents and their 
Jewish traditions, their 
childhood was similar 
to their non-Jewish 
neighbors.   

Though her parents 
rarely spoke of their 
dark past, glimpses 
of their nightmare 
came in small bits 
— discovering 
her father’s vivid 
paintings, overhearing 
conversations or 
listening to the 
occasional story from 
her dad’s past. 

Anna’s own 
curiosity increased 
as she learned of the 
Holocaust in middle 

school and college and as an eventual 
volunteer in a Holocaust museum. 

After confronting her father about 
his silence and her desire to know 

her family’s story, part two travels 
with Anna, her parents and siblings 
back to Europe. 

George Salton’s nightmare began 
as a 13-year-old boy 
as he entered the 
first of 10 Nazi work 
camps. 

With his family 
beside him, Mr. 
Salton returned to 
once-familiar towns, 
family homes and 
camps in search of 
a past to share with 
his family. Each stop 
brought memories of 
transports, hunger, 
brutal winters, roll 
calls and selections 
determining who 
lived and who died.  

In part three 
of “Pillar of Salt,” 
Anna takes readers 
through the process 
of helping her father 
write his memoirs 
and the connections 
that came after its 

publication. 
Through interesting events, Anna 

and her father met the widow of 
an American soldier who helped 
liberate the Wöbbelin concentra-
tion camp where Anna’s father last 
stayed. They also met children from 
two of George’s closest friends and 
fellow prisoners through the 10 
different camps.

 With each new story and connec-
tion, Anna’s father slowly realizes he 
was not Adam; he was not alone. 

Of particular interest is the role 
of Christians in the story of Anna’s 
family. As the Nazis entered towns 
and began their evil work, many 
Christians remained silent and did 
little to defend their Jewish friends 
and neighbors. But not all were 
silent. 

Anna’s mother, 13 years old when 
Germans stopped a train she was 
riding on, was protected by a Polish 
railroad conductor who quietly led 
her away to a Jewish safehouse for 
women and children. 

Readers interested in history will 
appreciate “Pillar of Salt” for its 

insights into Jewish 
life and experience 
through a 
devastatingly tragic 
moment in history. 

Christians will find 
an insightful look 
into the pain and 
generational impact 
of evil.

 Hopefully, all 
readers will be 
reminded of our 
shared calling to 
love our neighbor 
and work toward the 
fulfillment of God’s 
kingdom. 

JEREMIE BELLER is opinions 
editor for The Christian 
Chronicle. He is congregational 
minister for the Wilshire 
Church of Christ in Oklahoma 
City. Contact jeremie@
christianchronicle.org.

In Print

Jeremie Beller

Anna Salton Eisen and 
Aaron Eisen. Pillar of Salt: 
A Daughter’s Life in the 
Shadow of the Holocaust. 
Mandel Vilar Press, 2022. 192 
pages. $19.95.
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The late George Lucius Salton, a Holocaust survivor, is pictured with his 
daughter, Anna Salton Eisen, in 2002. Anna Eisen has written a new memoir.

‘Though her parents 
rarely spoke of their dark 

past, glimpses of their 
nightmare came in small 

bits — discovering her 
father’s vivid paintings, 

overhearing conversations 
or listening to the 

occasional story from her 
dad’s past.’

Jeremie Beller reviews recently released 
memoir “Pillar of Salt: A Daughter’s Life 

in the Shadow of the Holocaust.”

ANNA SALTON EISEN’S new memoir recalls the traumatic experiences of her parents.



OKLAHOMA CITY

J ohn Hayes was different. 
A condition called hemifacial 

microsomia, caused by a blood 
clot before he was born, kept 

parts of his face from developing prop-
erly. He was legally blind and deaf. He 
had a cochlear implant attached to his 
skull. He could be difficult to under-
stand. You noticed these things 

about him right away. 
But eventually you 

stopped noticing ...  
because you saw him 
all the time. 

John was a 
Journeyman. That’s 
what we call the adult 
helpers who corral the 
kids in Journeyland, 
our ministry for 
elementary-age chil-

dren at the Memorial Road Church of 
Christ. I’ve served as a Journeyman in 
six-week increments. It’s tiring.

John did it constantly, even when the 
kids asked brutally honest questions 
about his condition. He also helped 
out in the audio/visual booth in the 
auditorium. (Yes, the A/V booth.) 

He rode his bike everywhere, or 
he walked at a quick pace. He always 
seemed to be in a hurry.

There’s so much tragedy in these 
pages this month — from mass 
shootings in Uvalde and Tulsa to the 
war in Ukraine. It would be easy to 
overlook John’s tragedy. 

On June 6, while crossing the 
street to get to a doctor’s appoint-
ment, John was struck by a minivan 

and died. He was 61.
He had been hit by cars at least 

three times before. People just didn’t 
seem to see him. 

I regret that I didn’t know him 
better. I’m thankful for my brothers 
in Christ who did, including Nathan 
Ison. Nathan and his wife, former 
Christian Chronicle online editor 
Chellie Ison, co-direct our church’s 
Celebrate Recovery program. 
Nathan was John’s sponsor.

“His entire life seemed to be defined 
by tragedy,” Nathan said of his friend. 
John’s father served in the military 
and died when John was a year 
old. John endured abuse from his 
mother and stepfather. Social services 
removed his sisters from their home. 

As a teen John endured multiple 
surgeries and went months without 
seeing or hearing from his parents as 
he recovered. His attempts to cope 

with the trauma led to addictions.
Nathan could say a lot more about 

John’s tragic circumstances,“but 
I want you to know about John’s 
courage,” he said. Friends guided 
John to the church. He gave his 
life to Christ, “even though the 
concept of God wanting to be his 
Father was incredibly difficult for 
him to accept.” After his conversion, 
“John had the courage to reach 
out for help when he was hurting, 
struggling or feeling overwhelmed, 
which, for the trauma he had 
endured, was often daily or weekly.”

Tim Herbel was a brother in Christ 
who became like a flesh-and-blood 
brother to John. Tim is executive 
director of Not Your Average Joe, a 
nonprofit coffee shop that employs 
people with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities. John worked 
there and became known as a 

“kitchen ninja.” He used the skills he 
gained in college to set up the point-
of-sale systems for the business. He 
set prices and coordinated inventory.

John was fiercely independent and 
extremely funny, Tim said. He also was 
“the best worshiper on the planet.”

“Because he was deaf, John could 
not sing in tune,” Tim said, “but his 
was the most beautiful worship I’ve 
ever heard. He came to the cross 
broken and found healing.”

John had plenty of reasons to be 
mad at the world. Perhaps he was at 
times. As I ponder this latest wave 
of insanity, I try to comprehend the 
darkness, the evil that drives people 
as young as 18 to commit the all-too-
common unthinkable.

John didn’t let that darkness define 
him. I appreciate these words from 
Dan Lovejoy, another of his friends 
from the recovery ministry:

“John had a chosen family — that 
he chose, that chose him. He was 
loved, and he loved. John was rescued 
from hell on earth by that family and 
by the church — the embassy of 
heaven. And once he was rescued, he 
joined the work. Every work he could. 
He quickly became a rescuer.” 

In so many ways, John didn’t 
“conform to the pattern of this world,” 
as the apostle Paul wrote in Romans 
12. He lived a life of sacrifice and 
service, of “true and proper worship.” 

John Hayes was different.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
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SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Crossword | From Page 34

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

Remembering the ‘best worshiper on the planet’

NATHAN POPPE, THE CURBSIDE CHRONICLE, THECURBSIDECHRONICLE.ORG

John Hayes works at Not Your Average Joe in Oklahoma City. His name tag 
read “Not Your Average John.” He died in an auto-pedestrian accident June 6.

Bible Bowling | From Page 34

Word Search | From Page 35
The unused 39 letters read: “THE MESSAGE OF OUR 
SALVATION STARTS IN GENESIS.”

1) Lois (2 Timothy 1:5). 
2) Seraph. 
3) Hadassah (Esther 2:7). 
4) Hannah (1 Samuel 1:2). 
5) Hezekiah (2 Kings 16:20).
6) Hillel (Judges 12:13). 
7) Laish (Judges 18:7). 
8) Habakkuk. 
9) Kurios or kyrios
10) Saul (Acts 9:11).

Bonus: The Negev 
(Genesis 13:3).

Quiz by Steve 
Whitehead of the 
British Bible School, 
britishbibleschool.
com.

Congregations: Limited-time Offer!
     Encourage your missionaries at home or overseas by signing them up for a 
complimentary subscription to The Christian Chronicle. We can add them to our 
email list, or send print copies monthly, or do both.

     Christians with a special heart and passion for our international brothers and 
sisters have begun a fund for this to happen.

     If you would like to add someone to our list or make a donation for our 
international efforts, please contact: lynda@christianchronicle.org.
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Share the Good News with 

...an effort to put one million 
WBS Study Bibles into the hands of seekers.
You and your congregation can be part of it.

HOW CAN I GIVE?
Your gift connects a seeker with a WBS Study 
Helper for personal study—and helps them 
get a free Bible. worldbibleschool.net/give

CAN I BUY?
Yes. Use Bibles for personal 
use and pews, as well as for 
gifts and as presentation Bibles.
worldbibleschool.net/bible

$5each up to 99
PLUS SHIPPING
$4.25 for 100 to 499
$3.50 for 500 or more
(For special orders, 
call 877-393-0211.)

• Online B.A. in 
 Bible & ministry
• 50-100%
 tuition discount
• Flexible
 scheduling
• Scholarships
 available

harding.edu/equip  |  501-279-5290  |  onlinebible@harding.eduApply Now!

Center for Distance Education
in Bible and Ministry
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Share the Good News with 

...an effort to put one million 
WBS Study Bibles into the hands of seekers.
You and your congregation can be part of it.

HOW CAN I GIVE?
Your gift connects a seeker with a 
WBS Study Helper for personal 
study—and helps them get a free Bible.
worldbibleschool.net/give

CAN I BUY?
Yes. Use Bibles for 
personal use and 
pews, as well as for gifts 
and as presentation Bibles.
worldbibleschool.net/bible

$5ea

What if the cross
became the center? 

HARDING UNIVERSITY’S 99TH ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP 
SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2022SEPTEMBER 25-28, 2022

Culture and the Crucified Christ
Studies in 1 and 2 Corinthians

SEARCY, ARKANSAS  
HARDING.EDU/LECTURESHIP

Mike Williams

Monte Cox Jonathan Storment

Anessa Westbrook

Leonardo Gilbert

Robert Guy

EVERYONE IS INVITED 
TO A CELEBRATION DINNER7

HERALD OF TRUTH’S

ANNIVERSARY

TH

SATURDAY, JULY 16 • 6 P.M.
ABILENE, DALLAS/FT. WORTH, NASHVILLE

www.heraldoftruth.org/70


