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A band of brothers drives Ukraine
CHRISTIANS WHO ESCAPED the
horrors of war journey back
to the front lines to aid the
hurting and to share Jesus.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

IVANO-FRANKIVSK, Ukraine
anks. Bombs. Guns. He
survived them all in the
besieged city of Mariupol.
Now Artyom Kirilenko
drives back into danger,
again and again.
Just weeks ago, Kirilenko, a member of the Mariupol Church of Christ,
huddled in his apartment with his
wife and their 5-year-old son during
a nighttime air raid. The explosions
were so bright “it looked like daylight
through the cracks in the door,” he
said. “At that point I understood the
verse, ‘Pray without ceasing.’”
From the relative safety of IvanoFrankivsk, 750 miles west of Mariupol,
he speaks with The Christian Chronicle
about the war he’s lived — one waged
by forces claiming they’ve come to
liberate Russian speakers like him.
“Yeah, they liberated us,” Kirilenko
says. “They liberated me from my
apartment, from my job, from my
car. And now they have liberated me
from my family.”
They’ve also given him an opportunity for which he’s yearned since
his teen years. He’s part of a band of
brothers, nearly 50 in all, who load
vans with water, ramen noodles,
diapers and vitamins and drive from
western Ukraine to the hard-hit cities
of the east. They unload the supplies
and ferry back women and children.
Minister Dima Grischuk launched
the supply chain ministry in 2014 after
pro-Russian separatists seized territory
in Ukraine’s eastern Donbas region.
The ministry is part of a nonprofit

A child sits on bedding in the meeting place of a Church of Christ in Chernivtsi, Ukraine, about 10 miles from the
Romanian border. The church has become a center for refuge and a staging area for relief. (Related story, Page 23)
Grischuk directs called Let’s Love.
Like many of the drivers, Grischuk
has been displaced twice — first from
the eastern city of Donetsk and then
from Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, where he
taught at the Ukrainian Bible Institute.
“This is my second war” in eight
years, Grischuk said. “This is the
second time I lost my home.”
Kirilenko is 33 — “Jesus’ age,” he
said, referencing how old Christ was
thought to have been when crucified.
“I have long wanted to serve the
Lord, but my work has kept me from
it,” said the former factory worker,
who made parts for cars and mining
equipment in Mariupol before the

bombs started falling Feb. 24. “But
now, because of this situation, I can
devote myself to his service.”

A CITY AT WAR

Ivano, as it’s called, is the current
home of Let’s Love. The western
Ukrainian city has a quarter-million
souls — plus a host of refugees from
the east. Some dressed in polos and
khakis, others in combat fatigues, they
spend a sunny Saturday afternoon in
the pedestrian-only downtown squares
PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON
as fighter jets circle overhead. Coffee
In Ivano-Frankivsk, Artyom Kirilenko,
shops sell lattes near tents set up by
left, talks with Brandon Price about
UNICEF and the Order of Malta.
See UKRAINE, Page 16 his exodus from Mariupol.
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Why children’s
homes matter
to this editor

Wanted: loving Christian houseparents

C

I

ORLANDO, Fla.
hildren’s homes hold
a special place in my
heart.
Credit my late grandparents Lloyd and Margaret
Ross and my parents, Bob
and Judy Ross, for that.
They are why I ended
up in Orlando to cover the
Network 1:27 conference
and catch up on trends in
Christian child and family
services.
Inside Story
In the late
1970s, I was
just a boy
when Papa,
a decorated
World War II
veteran, and
Grandma,
a talented
Bobby Ross Jr.
seamstress,
left their
home in the southeastern
Missouri Bootheel and
moved to Paragould, Ark., to
serve as houseparents with
Children’s Homes Inc.
A few years later, after my
father, Bob Ross, finished
his Bible degree at FreedHardeman University in
Henderson, Tenn., he and
my mother, Judy, decided to
become houseparents, too.
I’ve told part of this story
before, but I’ll repeat it for the
one or two who might have
missed it in 2007 (smile).
In 1982, the summer
before my freshman year
of high school, my family
moved to Christ’s Haven for
Children in Keller, Texas.
Ronald Reagan was in his
first term as president, “E.T.
the Extra-Terrestrial” was
big at the box office, and I
was a devoted Cincinnati
Reds fan — soon to begin
See HOMES, Page 4

CHILDREN’S HOMES across the nation adapt as pandemic deepens staffing concerns.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MOUNT DORA, Fla.
n their 29 years of marriage, Troy
and Rebecca Allen have devoted
themselves to caring for children.
Through birth, adoption and foster care, they’ve raised — or helped
raise — more than 40 boys and girls.
They’ve spent the past six years
as houseparents at Mount Dora
Children’s Home, founded in 1945 in
this picturesque town of 14,000 about
35 miles northwest of Orlando.
“It’s what God put on our hearts,”
Troy Allen said during the recent 68th
annual conference of Network 1:27,
formerly known as the Christian Child
and Family Services Association.
Network 1:27 — which comprises
47 member agencies, all associated
with Churches of Christ — takes
its name from verses in Genesis,
1 Samuel and James.
James 1:27, the most famous of those
Scriptures, says, “Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure and faultless is
this: to look after orphans and widows
in their distress and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the world.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MOUNT DORA CHILDREN’S HOME

Mount Dora houseparents Troy and Rebecca Allen with some of their girls.
Across the nation, children’s homes
emerged as a core ministry of mainstream Churches of Christ in the mid1900s. Congregations that opposed
church-supported children’s homes
became known as non-institutional
Churches of Christ.
At the start, group homes — like
the one where the Allens serve —
became the norm.
But for many faith-based agencies,

the past few decades have brought
changes in approach and philosophy,
according to leaders who attended
Network 1:27’s four-day conference at
the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando.
The changes reflect, in part, the
difficulty of finding Christian couples
willing to serve as houseparents — a
typically underpaid, overworked role
requiring a 24/7 commitment.
See HOUSEPARENTS, Page 26

Buffalo church members help save lives during shooting
BY GABRIEL GRANT HUFF | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

P

atrick Patterson was working
in the back room of the Tops
Friendly Markets grocery store
when the shooting began.
The 65-year-old member of the
Linwood Church Of Christ in Buffalo,
N.Y., heard shots and first thought it
was kids with starter pistols, but he
soon recognized the terror was real.
Instead of trying to save his own
life, Patterson hurried to usher people
from the main area of the store and
help them escape.
Was he fearful? Yes, the church
member said, but he didn’t let that
fear stop him from acting.
“As a manager, you kind of recognize your responsibility toward your

coworkers and toward the customers,”
Patterson told The Christian Chronicle.
“So after going to the door the first
time and seeing people running
toward (me) with fear,
my instinct was to try
to show them how to
get out the back.”
According to law
enforcement, 18-yearold Payton S. Gendron
of Conklin, N.Y.,
entered the store May Patterson
14 wearing tactical
gear and carrying an assault weapon.
He shot and killed 10 people, injuring
three others.
After helping those first groups of
people escape, Patterson was not done.
“When I didn’t hear any more

bullets ringing out or coming toward
me, I thought I might need to go back
out a second time,” the manager said.
He wondered “if there were any more
customers or coworkers that needed
to get out and just were not knowing
what to do.”
Patterson said he knew that decision
could have led to his last breath.
Looking through the store a second
time, he saw someone slumped over,
sitting against a shelf. The person
did not appear to be moving. With
their back to Patterson, the church
member couldn’t confirm whether the
individual was dead or alive.
“After I saw that, I thought that was
enough for me — I had done as much
as I could do, and it was time for me
See BUFFALO, Page 13
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HOMES: Couple served 25 years as houseparents

A retreat for Christian senior adults.

October 4-7, 2022
in

Branson, MO

Enjoy fellowship, worship and fun with other
Christian seniors, this fall in Branson!
Click or call for more information:

abundantlivingseniors.com
501-279-4055

for abused, neglected and abanFROM PAGE 3
a long-suffering love affair with the
doned children. I knew that my
Texas Rangers.
parents loved me and that this love
By age 14, I had become accuswouldn’t change with strange kids
tomed to moving. Dad’s Air Force
suddenly filling the bedrooms next
service and later his work as a
to mine.
minister meant frequent changes
In all, Mom and Dad spent 25
of address. I had lived in Missouri,
years as houseparents.
Arkansas, Louisiana, Tennessee and
In a high-stress, low-recognition
North Carolina before returning to
ministry where most couples move
my native Texas.
on after just a few years, that’s an
Shy and awkward as a teenager,
eternity. Unlike the egocentric
I can’t say I was excited about
teenager of the 1980s, today I could
starting a new school and trying to
not be more proud of the God-led
make friends again. I can’t say I was path my caring and humble parents
thrilled about my mother and father
chose.
becoming houseparents.
Mom and Dad lost count of the
Yet I suppose I was selfish at that
exact number of children for whom
age.
they cared. Some
Part of me
came into their
resented sharing
home and stayed
my parents with
just a few days.
these misfits who
Others they raised
always seemed to
from preschool
rebel and never
through high
seemed to appreschool graduation.
ciate the sacrifices
In all, more than
my parents made
250 girls lived
to offer them
in my parents’
warm beds, hot
cottage.
meals and — most
Mom said she
importantly —
and Dad wanted
true Christian role
a mission to bring
PHOTO PROVIDED people to Christ.
models.
Bob and Judy Ross, shown with son At Christ’s Haven,
Another part
Bobby, grandson Brady and greatof me hated the
they found it. They
grandson Bennett, served 25 years as studied the Bible
way people in
houseparents at Christ’s Haven.
the community
with all the girls in
— and even folks
their care, and Dad
at church — looked at us when
baptized many of them. My parents
our long white van arrived at the
remain close with many of the girls.
grocery store or Sunday morning
Over the years, Mom and Dad
worship. I sometimes longed to
labored mostly in obscurity, content
explain that I was a houseparents’
to fulfill their 24-hour-a-day ministry
kid and thus not deserving of the
outside the limelight. I pray they
pitiful looks that I thought should be know how proud I am of them.
reserved for the real orphans.
Fast-forward to present day: When
Despite my reservations, I made
I started noticing even more ads
friends at Christ’s Haven and
for houseparents than usual in The
enjoyed the amenities: a swimming
Christian Chronicle, I became curious.
pool, gymnasium and a ready supply
I asked children’s home leaders
of pals to play baseball and football.
I know about it. They suggested
After four years at Christ’s Haven,
I attend the recent Network 1:27
I left home to attend Oklahoma
meeting in Orlando to learn more. I
Christian University in Oklahoma
eagerly accepted the invitation.
City. (Mom and Dad had saved
Children’s homes, after all, hold a
for years so that my brother Scott,
special place in my heart.
sister Christy and I could benefit
from a Christian education.)
BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian
Deep down, I understood that
Chronicle.Contactbobby@christianchronicle.org.
Mom and Dad felt a calling to care
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross.
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Church collaborates instead of closing
LA MESA PARTNERSHIP may rejuvenate congregation, plant 10 churches over 10 years.
BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I

LA MESA, Calif.

t may take a miracle.
That’s OK. They know someone.
The leadership of the La Mesa
Church of Christ has a plan.
La Mesa is one of 18 cities
within San Diego County, the sprawling and culturally diverse home to
3.3 million residents — larger in area
than Delaware and Rhode Island,
slightly smaller than Connecticut.
And it is home to a church in transition. The La Mesa congregation,
planted in 1940 by members of the
El Cajon Church of Christ, now finds
itself at the center of an innovative
collaboration, which, if it works, will
combine the efforts of Heritage 21
Foundation, San Diego Christian
Foundation, Kairos Church Planting
and several other congregations. The
shared goal is to plant or rejuvenate
10 churches in 10 years.
In separate conversations, leaders
in all those organizations added the
same caveat: Things aren’t final yet.
Then they turned to explaining with
palpable excitement their shared
vision for California’s second-most
populous county.
That’s a big target
audience for the 30 or
so folks who gathered
for worship at the
Nan Couts Cottage, a
community center in
La Mesa’s MacArthur
Park, on a recent
Sunday morning.
The diverse group
included two young
boys who were taught
outdoors on the patio
by an elder’s wife who
is a retired physician. A U.S. Navy
sailor home on leave and a former
La Mesa church member from
Japan joined a multiracial group with
a 70-year age span. The preacher
wore Bermuda shorts and, like the
members of the praise team that

PHOTOS BY CHERYL MANN BACON

Graham Clifford, left, preaches for the La Mesa Church of Christ in San Diego County on a Sunday morning.
included his wife, sported more than
one tattoo. Older members dressed
more formally, younger ones more
comfortably.
In other words, it looked a lot like
San Diego.
In addition to the 30 worshiping
in person, the La
Mesa congregation’s
community has grown
online. Graham
Clifford, minister at
La Mesa who with
his wife, Brianna, has
served there in various roles since 2006,
posted his Sunday
sermon on the previous Friday night, and
by Sunday lunch more
than 500 viewers had
played the video. Over
a week the total is about 700. On
Wednesday nights, a virtual event
on Facebook includes what he calls
a “mini church service” but with a
Q&A that elicits honest conversation
with participants.
The Cliffords’ home and its lush,

welcoming backyard provide yet
another safe space for visitors and
congregation events.
“We have a lot of young people
who don’t feel comfortable in
churches anywhere who enjoy
spending time with us,” he said.
One young woman comes every
Wednesday night to their home,
listens to the conversations and tells
him she “answers all those questions in her head.”
A young friend of Brianna
Clifford’s from a former workplace
wasn’t even a believer when he was
recruited to play guitar on the praise
team. A reggae artist in the county’s
burgeoning music community, at
first he came just for the gig. But,
she said, he felt welcome and stayed
on, and now attends all the church’s
events and gatherings. He has begun
referring to La Mesa as “his church.”

IT BEGAN WITH BAPTISMS IN THE PACIFIC

Churches of Christ have existed in
San Diego for a long time.
The county has 30 congregations,
including seven that are non-institu-

tional or non-Sunday school, according to Kevin Withem, board chairman
of San Diego Christian Foundation.
“Three people were baptized in the
Pacific Ocean in 1892, and out of that
group came the El Cajon Boulevard
Church of Christ that
bought its property
in 1923 in the heart
of San Diego,” said
Withem, who also is
senior minister of the
North County Church
of Christ. North
County is one of the
Withem
largest congregations
in the area with about 270 members.
Three or four others have a few hundred, but most are much smaller.
El Cajon helped plant 11 congregations in the San Diego area, including La Mesa.
As in many major cities, San Diego
congregations span the breadth of the
conservative-to-progressive continuum
within Churches of Christ. Only two
include instrumental worship services
— La Mesa for more than a decade
See COLLABORATION, Page 6
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COLLABORATION: Shedding the comfort of a building
FROM PAGE 5

and North County, which has both
instrumental and a cappella singing.
But several congregations expanded
women’s roles well before that, while
others remain quite traditional.
Withem describes San Diego
churches as pretty typical of congregations begun after World War II by
hard-working people from smaller
towns in the Midwest. As that generation passes, he said, “The culture
of the church did not contextualize the Gospel well for Southern
California. A lot of people would
say, ‘If I brought a friend to church,
they were stepping into another culture of a different time.’”
“If we’re going to do what we’re
going to do,” he added, “we need to
PHOTO PROVIDED BY GRAHAM CLIFFORD
think in terms of how the gospel will
The La Mesa church’s former auditorium during the COVID-19 shutdown in San Diego.
spread in Southern California, not
Tennessee or Oklahoma.”
Most of the La Mesa members
pandemic, walking away in year one specifically mentioning Scott
remember when they assembled in
of a seven-year lease, the congregaLambert, the foundation’s president.
the big, brick A-frame on Jackson
tion lost about $22,000 a month in
“Scott latched on and was willing to
Drive, just off Interstate 8. The build- income. The church also had been
do the journey with us.”
ing, opened in 1962, is still there. But paying on a million dollars worth of
A new space, much different and
the La Mesa Church of Christ isn’t.
bonds since 2010 and a loan from
much smaller than the old building,
Back in the 1970s, attendance at
San Diego Christian Foundation that has been leased for three years
that building was about 600. Decline helped with the water damage.
— a former attorney’s office just a
began in the ’80s and continued over
“It was never an option to close
block off La Mesa’s downtown main
40 years, with members departing
everything down – we weren’t
street. Clifford is doing much of the
when preachers moved
ready,” Clifford added.
remodeling himself.
or worship styles
It may be months, however, before
‘It was never an “We still saw there was
changed.
a place for us in the
the building is permitted for a place
option to close
Sylvia Wright, a dimincommunity. We thought
of worship, so until then Sunday
utive African-American
worship will continue in the commueverything down – there’s something we
woman who has been
could do to bring Jesus
nity center.
we weren’t ready.’ into the community.”
a member at La Mesa
Meanwhile other activities can
more than 30 years, said
Finding a new tenant
take place at the new location so a
Graham Clifford, about the
many of her friends left
in the midst of a panpotluck will welcome members to
decision to sell the church building
over time. “Some people
demic was not really an
the new digs and a space for children
but remain a congregation.
leave when preachers
option. Leaders could
will allow the church to again host
change. Some people
have mortgaged the
a parents night out – an event that
leave when things
parsonage or borrowed
regularly drew about 65 families from
change. They say ‘I’m not going to
more money from the foundation.
the community to the old building.
do that.’ A lot of my friends have left But rather than borrow again, they
This time they will market that event
— but this is my home.”
decided to sell the building.
directly to military families.
After decades of dwindling mem“We were told it would take a
YOU’VE GOT TO MOURN A LITTLE
bership, two failed experiments with year,” Clifford said. It took a week,
Heritage 21’s Lambert lives in
leasing portions of the building to
culminating in a bidding war with
Texas, where he’s a member of The
schools and $250,000 worth of damfive contenders. The $5.2 million
Hills, a Church of Christ in the Fort
age caused when a 6-inch fire line
sale left the church with about $3.5
blew out, the congregation reached
million after debts were paid off, and Worth area. But he spent 34 years
in ministry in Southern California.
a turning point as COVID-19 shut
allowed the congregation to “start
So he quickly planned a trip to San
down gatherings and much more.
dreaming of a future.”
Diego in April 2021.
Clifford said when a charter
“That’s where Heritage 21
“We sat at Panera Bread for four
school tenant exited during the
came in,” the minister explained,

hours,” Clifford said of that initial
conversation. “He was excited there
was a church willing to get rid of the
comfort of a building and invest in
the future of what the church can
become, invest in church planting.”
Shedding the comfort of a building
is a big challenge for any church.
“Everyone is in mourning about
their building, and before you can
have a strong vision, you’ve got
to mourn a little and go through
detox,” Lambert said. The La Mesa
members spent last summer in that
detox phase.
The Heritage 21 leader also leads
The Conversation Group, a ministry
focused on providing mentoring
for church leaders. In the spring of
2021, he led a weekend retreat with
the whole church.
“He helped us find the questions
that needed answers,” Clifford said.
“He had 30 of them,” focusing in
particular on who are the leaders,
and who are the people the church
can see itself reaching out to.
“We like to think of Scott as a wedding planner — someone who knew
the heritage of Churches of Christ
and who could connect us with what
to do next.”
The idea of a cohort
involving multiple
organizations developing a countywide
church-planting program began in those
discussions and in
Lambert’s conversaClark
tions with other leaders, including Withem and Ron Clark,
executive director of Kairos Church
Planting. If it works, about $1.5 million from the La Mesa sale will be
dedicated to rejuvenation of churches
in the county over a decade.
Heritage 21 is involved in revitalization of churches. Kairos focuses
on plants. San Diego Christian
Foundation has a long history of
supporting congregations in the
area. Begun in 1977, the foundation built Southwestern Christian
School in Chula Vista, a K-8 school
that closed around 2008. It supports
Palomar Bible Camp for young
people from area churches and built
a Christian retirement facility.

JUNE 2022

The details are still a work in
progress, but the Kairos team will
do an onsite training with La Mesa
leadership — its staff and two elders
— in June.
“Our role is to train and develop
the existing core leadership team
to reboot that congregation and to
empower them to lead a renewal of
La Mesa,” Clark said. “Our goal is to
help people succeed.”
The leadership already has spent
time establishing its core values,
which Clifford recapped as he began
his Sunday sermon:
Gather — a safe place for all
people to come together.
Belong — a community that welcomes the outside in.
Discover — who we were always
meant to be in Christ through very
intentional relationships.
Share — expressing God’s love
and blessing to those who are not
yet in the same place.

CAUTIOUSLY EXPECTING A MIRACLE

Whether the plan functions
as a loose agreement or a new
501(c)(3), along with other details,
remains part of discussions. But
cautious optimism seems to prevail.
Longtime La Mesa elder Jim
Banks, a retired engineering professor at San Diego State University,
said he is a bit of a pessimist by
nature. But he is cautiously optimistic about La Mesa’s plans.
In many ways, La Mesa’s diversity
reflects congregations across the
county. Though many are more
traditional, Lambert believes at least
some will buy in for mutual support,
and he is committed to working with
people in their areas of interest. One
workshop, for example, is planned
to help churches improve their use
of technology, something several
expressed interest in.
“Heritage 21 needs to be a unifying
group,” he said. “We know there will
be skirmishes, but our interest is to
be a unifying group for rejuvenation
and new churches. We’re the catalyst
who can help bring things along.”
Clark shares his optimism. He
knows someone, too.
“I’m optimistic that God can do
this,” he said. “If there are people
who will say, ‘I’ll do whatever it
takes to change, to follow Jesus, to
do what God wants for this community,’ then the potential is there.”
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To survive and thrive, look outward
W
ABILENE, Texas
hen The Christian Chronicle
staff met in March to talk
about the “Where have all
the churches gone?” project, I told
my long-suffering editor I didn’t
want to just write about dying
churches for seven months.
“That will just depress everyone,
especially me,” I remember saying.
While I wanted
Perspective to look deeply
at churches that
couldn’t hang on,
I also wanted to
visit places where
rejuvenation and
hope can live. This
month’s story
about the La Mesa
Church of Christ in
Cheryl Mann Bacon the San Diego area
and the ambitions
it shares with several entities I’ve
come to call “helping organizations” is just such a story.
Within a fellowship as proud of
its autonomy as the Churches of
Christ, collaboration is too often a
rare commodity.
But the success of the plan to
plant or rejuvenate 10 churches
in 10 years in the San Diego area
depends on God’s blessing and
the collaboration of several such
organizations.
In the few months since this
project began, I’ve come across
several helping organizations and
provide snapshots to the right.
Some are well established. Others
are fledgling. Some are national
in scope. One is hyper-focused on
Colorado. But all of them provide
resources for congregations that
are considering their strengths,
weaknesses and future — if they
have one.
This is not an exhaustive list, and
these organizations have different
strategies, strengths and resources.
Several of them collaborate with
each other. Some are very independent. Some, like HomeMission,
work primarily with more conservative congregations. Others assiduously refuse to even ask or comment
about such terms as conservative,
liberal, progressive or mainline.

In conversations with the leaders
of these organizations, one common
thread emerged: Churches that are
inwardly focused will not defeat the
typical 60-year life cycle of a church.
To survive and thrive, they must
look outward. They must care about
taking Jesus to the folks outside the
walls of their near empty buildings.
May their tribe increase.

READ THE EXTENDED COLUMN with more
information regarding the mission of each church
resource organization below at christianchronicle.
org/churchresources.

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle
correspondent who served for 20 years as chair
of the Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication at Abilene Christian University.
Contact cheryl@christianchronicle.org.

Church resource organizations
Be1Make1
www.be1make1.org
Founded: 2022
Mike Vaughn, executive director
and board president.
501(c)(3) registration in
Cookeville, Tenn.
Working primarily with churches
in Ohio, Kentucky and West Virginia
but expanding nationally with 15
full or part-time staff.
Heritage 21 Foundation
heritage21.org
Founded: 2015
Mike O’Neal, chairman.
Scott Lambert, president.
Working nationally with a particular emphasis in western U.S. and
California; currently engaged with
about 40 congregations at various
levels with two part-time staff and
additional volunteers.
HomeMission
www.homemission.org
Founded: 2014
John Orr, director, under oversight of West Freeway Church of
Christ, Fort Worth, Texas.
Majority of churches served
are in Texas, others in Oklahoma,
Florida, the Ohio Valley; average
about one request per week from
churches, about 30 percent of
which are at the point of closing.
Workshops conducted by
HomeMission evangelists over
a period of five years cover goal
setting, visitation, circles of influence, giving, singing, evangelism
and Bible study.

Hope Network
hopenetworkministries.org
Founded: 1997
Grady King and Greg Anderson,
co-leaders.
Three full-time staff, 25 partners
and associates.
The organization has worked
with 300 churches in five years in
18 states nationwide.
Kairos Church Planting
https://www.kairoschurchplanting.org/
Founded: 2005
Ron Clark, executive director.
Seven full- or part-time staff.
Average about one request per
month from churches considering
closing or renewal; currently nine
church plants with Kairos and four
future ones in process; primary
emphasis on East and West Coasts.
Partners in Missions for Colorado
Founded: 2020
Bill Young, coordinator; overseen
by Castle Rock Church of Christ.
Three volunteers in leadership
and 17 on-call preachers provide
support to 10 congregations in
Colorado.
Siburt Institute
www.siburtinstitute.org
Founded: 2012
Carson Reed, executive director,
Abilene, Texas.
Seven full-time or part-time staff,
six faculty, four consulting partners.
Fields calls from about 150
churches annually, 20 in crisis, from
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Vegas church hosts Lads to Leaders
YOUTH LEADERSHIP TRAINING event brings together Christians from Arizona, California and Nevada.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

W

NORTH LAS VEGAS, Nev.
hen Tyler Yeager, a
fourth-grade teacher
in northern Arizona,
told colleagues he
was going to Las
Vegas for the weekend, they voiced surprise.
His friends know he’s a Christian
and active with the High Country
Church of Christ in Show Low, Ariz.
But Yeager, 23, didn’t make the
400-mile drive to gamble at a casino or
attend a concert by a big-name singer.
Instead, the volunteer youth
minister — along with five children,
preacher Howard Odom and 14
other adults from the rural congregation — trekked to Sin City for an
event focused on saving souls.
Bright lights, meet the Christian
youth leadership training program
known as Lads to Leaders — or
“L2L,” as it’s often shortened.
“Vegas has a reputation, but it’s just
another place that needs evangelism,
and it’s a great central location,”
Yeager said. “It’s great to see things
like this appearing on the West Coast
… so we don’t have to move out to
Tennessee.”

GAIL MORELAND

Participants show their certificates at the Lads to Leaders convention at the North Las Vegas Church of Christ in Nevada.

in Bible Belt locations such as
Atlanta; Fort Worth, Texas; and
Orlando, Fla. — draw a combined
21,000 children, parents and other
adults from Churches of Christ.
However, overall
numbers this
BEYOND THE
spring were down
BIBLE BELT
20 percent to 25
In 1968, the late
percent amid the
Jack Zorn launched
COVID-19 panL2L as a special
demic, Johnson
Sunday morning
said. In Nashville,
class for eight boys
Tenn., the largest
at a Church of
convention site,
Christ in Warner
the typical attenRobins, Ga.
dance of 10,000 fell
Since then, at
to about 8,000.
BOBBY ROSS JR.
least a quarterRoughly 1,800
million children, Donovan Thompson receives encour- miles from Music
agement from his father at L2L Vegas. City, the inaugural
parents, ministers and church
L2L gathering
leaders have participated in the
hosted by the North Las Vegas
program, according to its executive
Church of Christ — nine miles
director, Roy Johnson, one of those
north of the famous stretch of hotels
original eight boys.
and casinos known as “The Strip” —
Ordinarily, L2L’s multiple
got off to a humble start.
regional conventions — most
Of course, so did the first L2L

convention put together by Zorn
in 1973: It drew 74 participants to
Alabama Christian College, which is
now Faulkner University.
“This was just the beginning,”
Johnson told the North Las Vegas
church on a recent Sunday after about
150 children and adults came together
from Arizona, Nevada and California.
With a population of 3.1 million,
Nevada has only 27 Churches of
Christ — with a total of about 2,600
people in the pews each Sunday,
according to a national directory published by 21st Century
Christian.
In recent years, L2L has expanded
beyond the Southern strongholds of
Churches of Christ to places such
as Altoona, Pa.; Colorado Springs,
Colo.; and now, Las Vegas.
“It’s purposeful,” Johnson said. “I
think churches outside the Bible Belt
feel neglected. And they may need
the association — they may need
the training — maybe more so than
those in the Bible Belt who have so
many things they can attend.”

MINISTRY IN SIN CITY

The first Vegas convention mixed
training adults for future service —
in roles such as mentors and judges
— with opportunities for boys and
girls to read Scriptures, lead hymns
and make Bible speeches.
Rick Dunning, a longtime L2L volunteer and member of the College
Church of Christ in Searcy, Ark.,
directed the Nevada convention. He
collaborated with North Las Vegas
minister Leo G. Gay and associate
minister Nathan L. Elder.
“The North Las Vegas congregation of the Church of Christ is an
active group of people who are
always standing ready to host and
support events that bring God glory
and bring God’s children together,”
Gay said in a statement provided
to The Christian Chronicle. “Their
work of faith and labor of love ring
out across the brotherhood.”
North Las Vegas, a predominantly
Black church, celebrated its 50th
anniversary last year. Since COVID,
it averages attendance of 200. The
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church supports a Spanish-speaking
ministry led by Fernando Renteria.
The vibrant congregation is a
regular host of the West Coast
Preachers and Leaders Forum and
the site of a two-week Vacation Bible
School (although last year’s VBS
was reduced to one week because of
COVID-19 concerns).
“In the midst of ‘Sin City’ dwells
a group of Christians who will not
be denied their crown or cause
their labor to be in vain,” Gay said.
“Yes, they are truly ‘more than
conquerors.’”

‘I THINK THIS IS AWESOME’

For the L2L gathering, North Las
Vegas members grilled hamburgers
and hot dogs for Saturday lunch
and prepared spaghetti for dinner as
they welcomed fellow Christians.
Zariyah Barkum is
the 10-year-old granddaughter of North
Las Vegas members
David and Annette
Barkum. She participated in oral Bible
reading and songs
of praise. Under L2L Lilly
rules, boys and girls
events are conducted in separate
rooms. Only women are allowed in
the girls’ sessions.
Annette Barkum chuckled as she
described Zariyah learning to lead the
hymn “This World Is Not My Home.”
“She wants to sing the bass part
like her grandfather, and I’m like,
‘No, that’s not your part,’” Annette
Barkum said. “She needs to sing
the soprano part. So we had another
sister who sings help her out.”
Barkum, a mother of six and
grandmother of 14, said she sees L2L
as an opportunity to “build a bridge
between generations” in the church.
“Hopefully, that’ll bring more
youth to our congregation, and we’ll
get to meet more people from other
congregations,” she said. “Hopefully,
it’ll become big, and we’ll be able to
host and be kind and help and do all
the things we’re supposed to do as
Christians.”
The Barkums first experienced
L2L when they attended a convention in California a few years ago.
L2L canceled its Fresno meeting
this year because of COVID-19
restrictions but hopes to return
there next year, Johnson said.

ACROSS THE NATION
North Las Vegas members Brad
and Kalyn Harris are the parents
of 10-year-old Priya and 8-yearold Johnnie. Brad Harris said he
appreciates L2L’s ability to bring
together young people from different congregations.
“It allows them to meet other likeminded Christians in their age group,”
said Harris, a vice president for a
vacation business. “So, when they
study the Book of Joshua for a month,
they know there are other kids as
interested in God’s word as they are.”
That’s particularly true for young
people from isolated congregations
such as the High Country church in
Arizona’s White Mountains, that congregation’s leaders said.
“I’m excited for our children,” said
Yeager, the volunteer youth minister. “I think it presents an opportunity for them to get
out of their comfort
zone, right?
“A lot of our kids,
they don’t get off
of our mountain a
lot,” he added. “And
opportunities they
have for fellowshipClark
ping with Christians
their age are few and far between. So
this presents a unique opportunity.”
Dinlen Lilly, 14, from the High
Country congregation participated in
songs of praise and the Bible Bowl.
“It’s nice to have something like
this,” she said, “because in our town
there are not really any Christians.”
Connor Clark, 16, also from the
Arizona church, agreed.
“The majority of our congregation
is elderly,” said Clark, who signed up
for songleading, speech and Bible
Bowl, “so there’s not a lot of younger
Christians to talk to.”
Don’ta Young, a member of the
Victory Road Church of Christ in
Henderson, Nev., brought his sons —
11-year-old Isaiah and 3-year-old Isaac
— to the Vegas meeting.
“I think we need more things like
this,” the father said. “I think, too,
with the whole pandemic — I know
it hit us hard as members of the
church as being adults. But also for
youth, it really hit hard because they
weren’t having Bible classes.
“So I think this is awesome,” he
added. “I’m looking forward to it
growing and becoming bigger and
bigger.”
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House Parents
and

Math and History
Teachers
Mid-Western Children’s Home in Pleasant Plain, Ohio, is seeking mission-minded
members of the Church of Christ with a heart to serve children in a safe, nurturing
Christian environment that protects and heals troubled children and helps them
know God and Jesus through His Word.

House Parents:

Seeking a married couple to serve children in a cottage style
setting with case management support.

Math and History Teachers:

Bachelor’s degree in Education required.

Benefits include:

Competitive salary, health insurance, vacation time and sick
leave, and retirement.

Mid-Western Children’s Home

4585 Long Spurling Rd, Pleasant Plain, OH 45162
barry.boverie@mid-western.org (513) 877-2141

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

Single Parent Supervisor
*Faithful member of the Church of Christ
*Supervise single parents and other staff
who work with them
*Required to live on campus, which
includes house and utilities as part of
compensation

On-campus Houseparents
*Faithful member of the Church of Christ
*Competitive pay
*Rewarding work serving “the least of these”

Contact Chris Hagan

270.843.3038
Chris@potterministries.org
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Lynn Anderson and his wife, Carolyn, pose for a photo. Anderson founded HOPE Network Ministries in 1996, focusing on leadership development.

HOPE Network Ministries founder dies at 85
LYNN ANDERSON remembered as ‘a serial encourager’ to ministers he influenced.
BY CHERYL MANN BACON AND RON HADFIELD
THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ABILENE, Texas
ynn Anderson, beloved minister,
mentor to three generations of
ministers around the world and
founder of HOPE Network
Ministries, died May 12 at age 85.
Anderson was born Sept. 22, 1936,
in Kincaid, Saskatchewan, Canada.
After graduating from high school
at Canada’s Western Christian
College, he attended FreedHardeman University in Henderson,
Tenn., where he met and married
Carolyn Bridges.
After graduating from Harding
University in Searcy, Ark., with a
B.A. in 1959, he earned an M.A.
in 1965 from Harding School of
Theology in Memphis, Tenn.,
and did doctoral work at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena,
Calif. In 1990 he was the first
person to cross the stage in the
first graduating class of Abilene
Christian University’s Doctor of
Ministry program, a distinction he
loved to share.
The Andersons first served a
church together from 1960 to 1964

in Salmon Arm, British Columbia,
Canada. In 1964-65 he preached in
Lepanto, Ark., and then established
a congregation in Kelowna, British
Columbia, where he ministered
for six years. From 1971 to 1990,
Anderson preached for the Highland
Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas,
which grew to more than 2,200
members during his tenure.
Eddie Sharp’s 20-year tenure in the
pulpit at University Church of Christ
in Abilene overlapped for 10 years
with Anderson’s time at Highland. He
called Anderson “a serial encourager”
to other young ministers in town.
“He gathered groups of ministers
and others to breathe the life of Christ
into them using the gifts the Holy
Spirit was giving him,” Sharp said.
When Anderson left the pulpit role
at Highland to devote more time to
writing and travel, he said, “I want
my books to go where I can’t go and
last longer than I last.”
True to his dream, writing and
mentoring became the focus of his
work for the past 30 years. In 1996,
he founded and devoted his full-time
work to leadership development and
coaching through HOPE Network
Ministries. Grady King, co-leader

of HOPE Network, said Anderson
shaped his ministry profoundly.
“Many people know what it is to
be sought out and loved by Lynn
Anderson: lover of God, lover of
people, kingdom heart, soul and
mind,” King said. “Lynn and Carolyn
Anderson walked in the trenches of
ministry with hundreds of people.
He was, in every sense of the word, a
‘pastor’ feeding and caring for people.”
Anderson also taught ministry
courses at Pepperdine University and
the Preston Road Center for Christian
Education. He spent 30 years as an
adjunct professor at ACU, where he
taught Bible, missions and crosscultural communication.
Anderson’s preaching attracted
thousands of college students to
the Highland congregation. One of
them was Max Lucado, who went
on to mission work in Brazil, and
preaching and became a top-selling
Christian author.
“During those days he was
teaching through the Gospel of
John,” Lucado said in a 2018 profile
of the Andersons by Dawn Cole in
ACU Today magazine.
“I’d never heard the story of
Jesus presented in such a joyfully

contagious manner,” Lucado said.
Anderson received Sweet
Publishing’s Excellence in Christian
Communication Award in 1994.
He and Carolyn were recipients in
2017 of ACU’s Dale and Rita Brown
Outlive Your Life Award. In 2020, he
donated the Robert Lynn Anderson
Papers to ACU’s Brown Library, a
collection including photographs,
cassette tapes and other materials
from more than 50 years of ministry.
Among survivors are his wife,
Carolyn, and their four children:
Michele English and her husband
Wes; Deborah Boggs and her
husband Randy; Jon and Joanna
Anderson, all of San Antonio;
and Christopher Anderson and
his wife Marion of Paris, France;
10 grandchildren, 11 great
grandchildren and one sister.
His family has asked that those
wishing to honor Anderson’s life do
so with memorial gifts to: HOPE
Network Ministries (earmarked for
“Legacy”), Growing Love Network,
or the Lynn and Carolyn Anderson
Endowed Scholarship for Doctor of
Ministry at ACU.
EXPANDED OBIT: christianchronicle.org/LynnA
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Church expands, celebrates 75th anniversary

Builders work on the new fellowship hall for the Mount Vernon Church of Christ
in Missouri. The 6,000-square-foot addition to the church campus coincides
with the Mount Vernon church’s 75th anniversary, which members plan to
celebrate June 5 with a special Sunday service and potluck.
The first members of the Mount Vernon congregation met in the Legion
Hall on West Dallas Street in 1947. A year later, church member Emma Whaley
purchased the land that the present-day building occupies.

TENNESSEE

Rethink

MISSIONS

Family/Youth Minister - Hendersonville, N.C.
The Hendersonville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Family/Youth Minister
to help us in our goal of encouraging faith development and spiritual growth in our
young families and families with children/teens. We have several young families
and would like to attract more. We are a church with an average attendance of 125
members just south of the city of Asheville. A successful candidate will possess a
Bachelor’s degree, although commensurate experience would also be considered.
Please visit our website for job description: hvlcoc.org.
Please email resume and references to:

hvlcoc@bellsouth.net

MEMPHIS — Joshua Henley, former
youth minister for the Holladay
Church of Christ in Tennessee,
pleaded guilty recently to an eightcount federal indictment.
By pleading guilty, Henley admitted
that he produced child sexual abuse
material involving three minors,
transported a minor interstate
with the intent to engage in sexual
activity with the minor, sent obscene
videos and images to a minor, and
possessed and transported child
sexual abuse material, according to a
news release from the court.
The plea was entered in the
Eastern Division of the U.S. District
Court for the Western District of
Tennessee on May 16.
Henley was arrested in Tennessee
on June 18, 2021, on state and federal
charges. He had previously entered
a not-guilty plea. At his Aug. 23
sentencing, Henley will receive a
prison sentence of at least 15 years
and could face a life sentence.
By the time of his arrest, Henley
had moved to a youth ministry position with the Washington Avenue
Church of Christ in Evansville,
Ind. This congregation terminated
Henley’s employment immediately after his arrest. Henley had
also previously worked with the
Elkhart Church of Christ in Kansas,

according to the Elkhart church’s
Facebook page.
Read the full story at
christianchronicle.org/henley.

MASSACHUSETTS

WEST SPRINGFIELD — The West
Springfield Church of Christ is
welcoming more than 100 Ukrainian
refugees who have been resettled
in the surrounding Massachusetts
area by hosting FriendSpeak 2021, a
free conversational English course
with trained facilitators, throughout
the year.
Participants receive one-on-one
lessons in 45-minute sessions,
allowing refugees to build a foundation of English.
“There are a lot in the area that
felt like this was a great need,”
Gareth Flanary, minister of the West
Springfield church, told news station
WWLP.

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/GARETH.FLANARY

The West Springfield Church of Christ
welcomes Ukranian refugees with a party.
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VIDEO STILL VIA WABC, ABC7NY.COM

Police gather around the Tops Friendly Markets shooting site in Buffalo, N.Y.

BUFFALO: Prayers for victims, shooter
FROM PAGE 3

to try to get out.”
Patterson was not alone in helping
people escape from the store. One
of the others who jumped into action
was William Grigas, an employee
at the store and a Linwood member
who was recently baptized. A
coworker and two customers — a
man and his 8-year-old daughter
— were hiding in a dairy cooler,
Patterson said. Grigas helped them
escape through the back.

‘RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME’

When Linwood minister Lennie
Swain heard about what had
happened at the grocery store, he
called Patterson directly to make
sure he was healthy. When the
church member didn’t answer,
Swain called Patterson’s wife, who
confirmed his safety.
Swain described Patterson’s actions
as courageous.
“I also think that by God’s providential care, he was in the right place
at the right time,” Swain said.
Swain said he tried to reassure
the congregation, reminding fellow
Christians that God is in control.
“And we should pray for that situation, pray for the young man that
caused the situation and pray for
the people who were injured in that
awful event,” Swain recalled telling
the congregation.
Linwood members planned to visit
shooting survivors on Wednesday,
Swain said, and encourage them to
visit the church and know Jesus.

MAKING SENSE OF A SENSELESS KILLING

Patterson grapples with the reality
of that day.
“I think we don’t know what day will
be our last or what hour,” he said.
May 14 was just a normal day until
about 2:30 p.m. when the gunman

entered the store, opening fire on
customers and employees inside.
Patterson said at first he did not
know what was happening.
“At first, I couldn’t comprehend
what was going on,” Patterson said.
“You know, you don’t think that someone’s in your store shooting it up.”
One of the 10 killed was Aaron
Salter Jr., Patterson’s second cousin
on his mother’s side, who was the
security guard on duty that day.
His cousin, a retired police officer,
shot back at the suspect, but the
suspect’s tactical gear protected
him. Patterson said his cousin was a
good friend. National news reports
have characterized Salter as a hero.
Patrick Patterson is not related to
Heyward Patterson, who was also
killed in the attack.
The grocery store is located in
a predominantly Black community, and authorities have called the
shooting a hate crime.
Patterson said the whole ordeal
seemed to last 20 to 30 minutes.
When it was over, authorities took
his and other employees’ accounts
of what happened. And when that
was done, he said, he was left to
make sense of a senseless killing.
Patterson said being a Christian and
having good priorities as a man of
God gave him the strength to do what
he did. He said he wants others to
know that everyone should prepare to
meet their God because no one knows
what day or hour will be their last.
He pointed to John 14:2 (King
James Version): “In my Father’s
house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you.” Heaven is a
prepared place for prepared people,
the church member said.
“Therefore,” he said, “we have an
opportunity to make it right while
we still have breath.”
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FULL-TIME PREACHING POSITION - Jonesboro, Arkansas
The Nettleton Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister willing to work alongside and under the oversight of the elders to proclaim the gospel for the congregation and surrounding community. Candidate must be willing and able to teach,
preach and counsel according to scripture from the pulpit Sunday mornings,
Sunday evenings, Wednesday evenings, online and on our television program.
Please submit resumes or request information by emailing
nettletonch@yahoo.com,
or use the ‘contact us’ form at:
nettletonchurchofchrist.org.
Salary and benefits negotiable.

FINANCIAL HELP NEEDED - Help us continue the work in Dubois, Wy.
The Church of Christ in Dubois, Wyoming, was established by the mission work of Stanley Shipp in the
1960s. The congregation has had growth over the years, several talented ministers, and support from
churches in the south. Gordon Lindley is the current minister in Dubois. The Dubois church is in serious
need of additional financial support. The congregation has suffered a great "blow" over the last eight-plus
months with deaths and moves of members. Harry Leseberg, whose family and extended family go back
to the start of this congregation, died with COVID-19. Please consider giving to the Dubois church in order
for the Word of God to continue to go forth in the community. The Dubois Church Family is a very amazing
group of brothers and sisters.

Please contact us for further information:
Dubois Church of Christ, PO Box 67, Dubois, WY 82513
Please call or email us for more information. Office: (307) 455-3124,
Ken Brewster: (307) 349-0617, Gordon Lindley: (210) 288-7385, gb.lindley@att.net

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/CAMBODIACHRISTIANMINISTRIES

Give us this day our daily rice

Children at an orphanage in the Kampong Leng district of Cambodia give
thanks “for their daily bread — or, in the Cambodia case, rice,” workers with
Cambodia Christian Ministries said in a recent newsletter. The nonprofit,
supported by Churches of Christ, helps support two orphanages in Kampong
Leng, a district along the banks of the Tonle Sap river with little road
infrastructure. Graduates of the nonprofit’s Cambodian Bible School minister
at the orphanages and a nurse provided by the ministry takes care of the
orphans’ medical needs. Medical mission teams make regular visits. For more
information, see cambodiaministries.org.

Full-Time Evangelist Needed in Minnesota

Learn more about the ministry,
which serves the homeless and
low-income population in this Central
American capital, at bchonduras.org.

The Mankato Church of Christ in Mankato, Minn., is looking for a full-time minister to
serve in southern Minnesota. We are a congregation of approximately fifty members
overseen by two elders. Additionally, we have a vocational ministry program to recruit young
Christians to live in Mankato and work with the church. Applicants should possess sound
biblical knowledge, have a degree in ministry or a similar field or preaching experience and
good interpersonal skills. Duties would include, but are not limited to: pulpit preaching, Bible
class teaching, community building, and outreach activities. Salary and benefits are negotiable
and commensurate with experience.
Located in the rapidly growing largest city in southern Minnesota, we have a lot to offer!
Mankato is 1.5 hours from the large metropolis of Minneapolis/St. Paul, with countless restaurants, stores, and industries. The closest international airport is conveniently located a little
over an hour away, with a bus service running straight from the heart of town to the airport.
The city of Mankato itself has a population of more than 100,000 and is also home to a large
contingent of college students. With a big state university in town, we have all the benefits
of a college town and all the amenities of a large suburb. One of the biggest attractions is
a ski resort located right outside of town, boasting months of some of the best slope time in
Minnesota. Other popular activities include exploring the many nearby state parks and the
10,000+ lakes that offer everything from boating to ice fishing.
All interested applicants should submit a resume, references,
and a video of a recent sermon to the elders at this address:

k.nill@outlook.com

For more information, please see our website:

mankatochurchofchrist.com
or visit our Facebook:

facebook.com/mankatochurchofchrist
or visit us in person at:

1210 Warren Street, Mankato, MN 56001

INDIA

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/BCHONDURAS

A mother and son celebrate with
gifts provided by Breaking Chains.

HONDURAS

TEGUCIGALPA — To celebrate Día de la
Madre (Mother’s Day) the Breaking
Chains ministry gave moms and
female staffers a basket of groceries
and beauty supplies.
The Mother’s Day treats were a
gift from the campus ministry of the
Memorial Road Church of Christ in
Oklahoma City. The church “also
provided an opportunity for our
teens to pick out gifts for our female
staff,” workers with Breaking Chains
reported. “This brought tears to our
staff’s eyes as they received them.”

HYDERABAD — “Pure and undefiled
religion” means looking after
“orphans and widows in their
distress,” according to James 1:27.
Although orphan sponsorship
programs abound, initiatives that
focus on widows can be harder to
find. India Missions, a ministry
supported by Churches of Christ,
recently launched an “Adopt a
Widow” program and is building a
database of widows among those
served by the ministry. Sponsors
provide funds for widows to
purchase food, feed their children
and launch small businesses.
The loss of a spouse can bring
“devastating emptiness,” said Robert
Hall of India Missions. In India,
“with the loss of a husband and the
economic havoc it brings, it can be
especially devastating.” For more
information, email indiausa@sonet.
net or call (205) 921-3737.
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Youth Support Minister - Gresham, Oregon
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Are you looking for a unique and exciting place to do ministry with teens? Gresham, Oregon, in the
Portland metropolitan area, is a unique place in our world to do ministry, especially ministry with
teens. There is nothing about youth ministry in the Northwest that is boring or normal. Ministry here
is exciting and challenging if you have a deep desire to seek and save the lost. We are on the front
lines of a deep cultural conflict. We are seeking an engaging, biblically trained man who has an
unrelenting love and respect for young people.
The Metro Church of Christ is a loving church family of approximately 250 members with a strong
legacy of youth and family ministry! We have been described as a dynamic, biblically focused,
Spirit-led body of believers. We are seeking to hire a Youth Support Minister who can help us build a
balanced program to assist parents in guiding their teens to a strong, lifelong Christian faith.

JULY 17-22, 2022
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, ABILENE, TX
The ministry of song can stir the soul and the mind in ways nothing
else can. That’s why we dedicate our school to lifting up singers and
leaders. No matter your level of experience, you’ll find programs to
edify and inspire you, including worship leading, songwriting, and
a cappella singing workshops. All are welcome – men, women and
teens – and need-based scholarships are available. Please join us for
a truly uplifting week.

SingingSchool.org | (806) 777-8417

Do you have these qualifications? • You believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God.
• You demonstrate a love for the Lord in your daily life. • You have been baptized by immersion and
believe that baptism is essential for salvation. • You possess an innate love for middle and high
school students. • You are passionate about reaching the lost and discipling students to become
like Jesus Christ for life. • You have a genuine desire to connect and communicate with students,
parents, and volunteers. • You understand the value of intergenerational connections. • You understand
the importance of being involved with students and parents beyond the church venue. • You are
in agreement with Metro Church of Christ’s statement of beliefs (see website). • You believe in
following the direction of your elders. • You value being a part of the whole ministry team but can
work independently as required.

If this is you, we would love to hear from you!
Please go to the following link to see the full job description and for
instructions on how to apply for this position.
https://metrocofc.org/YSMApplication
Metro Church of Christ • 1525 NW Division St • Gresham, OR 97030
We look forward to seeing how God will bless us all in this adventure!
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Sandbags form a protective igloo around a statue outside a hotel in IvanoFrankivsk. Nearby, an ad features an Easter egg wearing a flak jacket.
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Dima Grischuk, right, prays for his country and his fellow drivers with the
Let’s Love ministry during a Saturday evening banquet in western Ukraine.

UKRAINE: If war came to Russia, ‘would we give them a cup of water?’
FROM PAGE 1

A trio plays Ukrainian songs on
violin and bass. Nearby, a guitarist accompanies a young woman
as she belts out the lyrics to the
Cranberries’ “Zombie,” a song about
the deaths of children during “the
Troubles” in Northern Ireland and
the long-term effects of trauma.
“With their tanks and their bombs,
and their bombs and their guns, in your
head, in your head, they’re still dying …”
An igloo of sandbags encases one
of the city’s historic statues outside
the Nadiya Hotel, which instructs
guests to turn off their lights after a
10 p.m. curfew, lest they present a
target for Russian bombers.

‘THE TASTE OF BREAD’ AND TEARS

With curfew in mind, Let’s Love
hosts an early dinner for its drivers and
a few American visitors at a barbecue
restaurant just outside the city.
“There are not so many moments
when we can celebrate with family,”
Grischuk tells his fellow drivers.
“God gives us moments when we
can meet together as a family, and
this is a great moment.”
After they pray, the drivers pass
around heaping plates of salad,
grilled chicken, steak and baguettes.
“I had forgotten the taste of bread,”
Kirilenko says as he and his brother-
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Egor Chalenko shows photos of his
devastated home city, Mariupol.

in-law, Egor Chalenko, continue the
story of their exodus from Mariupol.
“I dreamed about bread.”
At first, they cut wood from a forest
near their apartment and made small
fires to cook in the snow. But after
the apartment was destroyed, they
fled to a shelter near the heart of the
city. For four days they had one-anda-half liters of water for six people. At
night self-appointed militia men, often
drunk, would demand that they flee
the bunker. They refused.
When there were lulls in the
gunfire, they would forage for food
and supplies and try to find a place
where they could get a cell signal.
They passed “so many dead bodies,”
Kirilenko says. “I would walk with
tears in my eyes.”

They got word that an evacuation
corridor had opened, and they joined
a caravan of cars. Hours later, as they
finally left Mariupol and entered a
nearby village, they saw Ukrainains
standing on street corners, crying
as they pointed motorists toward the
escape route. Much of the journey
was in the dark through open fields.
Constantly, they feared that they
would drive over a landmine.
After 15 hours in the car, they
arrived at a safe haven — the parking
lot of Epicentr, a home improvement
store in the city of Zaporizhzhia. A
minister for the Church of Christ
there had an apartment waiting for
them — and a loaf of bread.

‘I THANK GOD WE MADE IT THROUGH’

Their wives and children
continued west and now are living
as refugees in the Czech Republic.
Kirilenko and his brother-in-law,
Chalenko, began working with Let’s
Love. They’ve made four trips from
Ivano back to that Epicentr parking
lot, more than 600 miles one way, to
deliver relief supplies and to shuttle
refugees back westward.
Along the way, they share their
faith in Jesus.
Brandon Price translates their
story from Russian to English. He
is a former missionary in Mariupol

and the eastern Ukrainian city of
Kharkiv. In 2014 the Kharkiv church
became a receiving point for people
displaced by the Donbas conflict.
That same year the Ukrainian
Bible Institute, formerly in the
Donbas city of Donetsk, moved to
Kyiv. Price became director of the
institute in 2019. When the war
started in February he and his
family traveled to Sopot, Poland,
and worked with a Church of Christ
there serving fellow refugees.
Kirilenko was 14 when he met
Price in Mariupol. Even then, “he
wanted to learn how to preach,”
Price said. “He told me, ‘I’m going
to have to grow up and share God’s
Word.’” He sparked the launch of a
“how to teach the Bible” class.
As Kirilenko shares his story, a
few of his fellow drivers leave their
seats and gather around him. One
of them, Dennis Zolotaryov, says,
“It’s important for a minister to
go through these difficult times,
because then you are better able to
help others.”
When asked if he ever questioned
God during his ordeal, Kirilenko
quickly replies, “Da, da” (“yes, yes”).
But now, “I think this is his work,”
he says. “And I thank God that we
made it through.”
As Kirilenko returns to his plate
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Minister Eugene Dovzhenko prays for
the bread during the Lord’s Supper.
of food, now cold, Zolotaryov leans
forward and holds up a finger.
“That’s just one story,” he says.
Around the table are many, many
more.

Billboards along the road leading into Ivan-Frankivsk bear messages of support for Ukraine’s military and citizens.

‘TODAY WE ARE CITIZENS OF HEAVEN’

Before the teams of drivers depart
for another trip eastward, they
worship with a Church of Christ that
meets in an apartment building in
Ivano. They maneuver past stacks of
relief supplies, ready for transport, to
reach the church’s auditorium.
Wearing a bright blue and yellow
sweatshirt — the colors of the
Ukrainian flag — Romanian minister
Adi Voicu brings the church greetings
from their fellow Christians across the
border. Voicu has made multiple trips
across the border, bringing supplies
and shuttling refugees. Churches of
Christ in Romania are housing and
baptizing refugees, he says.
When the war ends, “Be ready
to welcome them warmly into your
family,” Voicu says. He quotes from
Philippians 3:20: “But our citizenship
is is heaven …”
“Today we are not citizens of
Ukraine, of Romania, of America,”
Voicu says. “Today we are citizens
of heaven.”
Valeriy Kolchik, a minister from
the northeastern Ukrainian city of
Sumy, teaches on the parable of the
sower from Matthew 13. Kolchik
now ministers for the Ivano church
along with Eugene Dovzhenko.

Victoria Virkhovska prays for soldiers,
including her son, during Sunday
worship in Ivano-Frankivsk.

Fedya Chernichkin talks about the
deliveries he’s made to eastern
Ukraine through Let’s Love.

“It’s true that the war in Ukraine
has shaken the whole world,”
Kolchik says in Russian as
Dovzhenko’s wife, Anna, translates
to English. “And through this God
has the opportunity to plant.”
Not all of the seeds planted during
the war will take root and survive,
Kolchik says, but Christians are
instructed to spread the Gospel —
regardless of the soil.
“The world will not harden our
hearts,” he says. “What will happen if
the war comes to Russia? Will we tell
them you got what you deserved? Or
will we give them a cup of water?”

STORIES ‘YOU WANT TO FORGET’

The service concludes with prayer
requests. Victoria Virkhovska asks
on behalf of her son, serving in the
military.
She tells the church that she has
just dreamed about three cups that
fill with wine, representing the
prayers of God’s children. The first
cup represents the years before the
war. It fills slowly. The second is the
weeks after the war. It fills quickly.
But the third fills halfway and
pauses. Then “a creature knocked
it over,” she says. “I ask you, in this
moment, keep praying.”

Fedya Chernichkin, one of the
drivers for Let’s Love, stands before
the congregation and talks about his
adopted grandfather, a hero of the
Soviet Union who fought against the
Nazis in World War II. Chernichkin
pleaded with him, “Tell me how you
were a hero.” But he never spoke
about the war.
Chernichkin understands that
now. He’s made supply runs to
Kharkiv, where “every other home
is destroyed,” he says. While he
was loading for the return journey,
an explosion shook the ground and
made his car bounce on its tires.
The locals didn’t even flinch, he
said. “Don’t worry,” they told him.
“It’s Ukrainians firing mortars. It’s
not a tank.”
“There are stories you see during
war that you want to forget,”
Chernichkin says. But there are good
stories, too. Fighting back tears, he
talks about how the people he serves
respond to even the simplest of gifts.
“When you can only give them one
kilo of grain, they are so thankful,”
he says.
He asks for prayers for those who
must remain in harm’s way, for
those who supply them with aid and
for all those who drive.
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Serving a church in exile
ACROSS THE BORDER from war-torn Ukraine, a Romanian congregation becomes family for traumatized souls.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

CLUJ-NAPOCA, Romania
he baptistery here is full of
vegetables.
On a sunny Friday morning
women line up in the courtyard of the Church of Christ.
They take turns walking through
the small kitchen to the baptistery
and a nearby classroom that’s been
converted into a pantry. They’re asked
to take what they need for three days
so that as many as possible can shop.
In the courtyard, as the children
wait for their mothers, a few take off
their shoes and jump on a trampoline enclosed with safety netting.
From the kitchen, minister
Dragos Vintila grins as he glances
at the bouncing children. His father
bought the trampoline for one of
the minister’s children during the
COVID-19 lockdowns. It seemed like
a lot of money to spend on just one
kid, Vintila thought at the time.
“Now,” he says, “more than 300
kids have jumped on it.”
The Church of Christ Cluj,
which meets in this northwestern
Romanian city, has become a center
of refuge as war rages in Ukraine,
about four and a half hours away.
As refugees stream into ClujNapoca, the unofficial capital of the
region known as Transylvania, the
church offers them housing in a
rented facility next door.
The church’s free grocery store,
open three days a week, has served
more than 9,400 customers since the
war began in late February.

FREQUENT, FRANTIC SHOPPING

For Vintila, that means lots of trips
to the supermarket.
The minister and a cadre of volunteer shoppers have perfected the
process. They move swiftly through
the aisles, grabbing massive crates of
cabbages, milk and other essentials.
It’s a bit reminiscent of the game show

Yulian Parfenenko, 6, helps his mother, Alyona, with groceries at the free resource center run by a Church of Christ in
Cluj-Napoca, Romania. The Parfenenko family fled Odessa, Ukraine, at the beginning of March.
“Supermarket Sweep,” where contestants race to grab as much merchandise as possible before time expires.
Once there was a mishap — a
sudden stop and a balancing issue
— that caused a cascade of eggs
to rain down on a fellow customer,
Vintila recalls. But when the
minister explained that he was shopping for his Ukrainian friends, all
was swiftly forgiven.
Beyond the grocery runs, Vintila
has performed countless tasks for
the church’s Ukrainian guests —
including trips to the vet for their pets.
“Believe me, I’ve done everything,” the minister says of the past
three months. “Whatever need they
have, I try to help them.”
CONTINUED

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON

Minister Dragos Vintila loads up on eggs for the Ukrainian refugees.
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Couple returns ‘for such a time as this’

Ukrainian children play peek-a-boo with their food boxes as Sorina Vintila checks phone messages from church members.
The Church of Christ Cluj provides three meals per day for the refugees who live temporarily at the church building.
CONTINUED

I think that there’s something wrong
with me.”

NIGHTMARES AND GUILT

Some of the needs are hard to meet.
Vintila remembers one young
Ukrainian boy who was jumping on
the church’s trampoline as a low-flying
plane passed overhead. Panicked, the
child ran inside to his mother.
“Mama,” he cried, “they found us!”
For many Ukrainians, the memories
of bombs, mortar rounds and gunfire
have followed them across the border.
It still doesn’t feel real, being a
refugee, says Zhenya Tochilkin, who
works for the Ukrainian Bible Institute
in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv. When the
fighting started, he took shelter in the
church building’s basement.
Even then “it seemed like it was far
away,” he says of the conflict. Later,
“I had a nightmare about being in the
middle of a shelling.”
Most men his age are required to stay
in Ukraine, but a nagging neck injury
allowed him to leave. Even so, “I had
very mixed feelings,” Tochilkin says.
“Among Ukrainians, there’s a feeling
that you shouldn’t leave your church.

DOING ‘SO MUCH FOR A STRANGER’

Children play on a trampoline outside
the Church of Christ Cluj’s building.
That’s betrayal. (But) the church is not
the building. It’s the people.”
He and his wife, Nastia, serve a
congregation in exile in Cluj-Napoca.
Some days it feels almost like a vacation, he says. That’s when the guilt hits.
Many of the refugees, including
Tochilkin, are from eastern Ukraine.
Some are afraid to speak Russian —
the language they grew up speaking,
now “the language of the occupier.”
“I like Russian literature. It is my
native language,” he says. “Sometimes

The Tochilkins have become an
invaluable resource for the Cluj church,
says Sorina Vintila, the minister’s wife.
So has Anna Shendryk, a former
model who was living near the
Ukrainian port city of Odessa when
the war began. She heard about the
free store and came to get food. Now
she volunteers as a translator.
She also was reluctant to leave
Ukraine, despite the sounds of rockets
and explosions. For two weeks she
and her mother lived in a basement
with no running water and electricity
only from a generator. When they
heard about the atrocities uncovered
as the Russians withdrew from Bucha,
they decided to leave.
They convinced themselves they
were “just going for two weeks … to
see Dracula’s castle, like a vacation,”
Shendryk says. “We left things behind
on purpose.”
In addition to translating, Shendryk

Nastia Tochilkin, Dragos Vintila and Zhenya Tochilkin load mountains of groceries into a trailer marked “Humanitarian
Aid.” In addition to stocking the free grocery store in Cluj-Napoca, church members take relief supplies into Ukraine.
has accompanied church members on
a trip back across the border to take
supplies to Lviv, Ukraine.
When asked about the reception she’s received from Romanian
Christians, she excuses herself and
grabs napkins from the table that soon
will serve lunch for the refugees.
“I was so impressed by what they’re
doing here,” she says,
blotting back tears.
“It’s still hard (to
believe) that people
can do so much for a
stranger who came to
their country.”
For Shendryk, it’s
no longer a two-week Shendryk
vacation.
“I cannot imagine I will leave this
place,” she says. “I cannot imagine I
will say goodbye to people who have
become my friends and family.
“They’re keeping me here.”

‘I SEE HOW YOU TREAT PEOPLE’

At the end of a long day, Sorina
Vintila microwaves a plate of Romanian

cabbage rolls for one final guest. The
rolls, called sarmale, are a gift from a
neighbor, the minister’s wife says.
Such blessings are common — and
not just from the church’s 20 members.
Neighbors ask constantly how they can
help. Once Sorina mentioned a need for
milk. Soon, she had a carload of it. The
same thing happened with mattresses.
Organizations including
the Charis Foundation
have pitched in.
“I don’t like having
our names mentioned,”
she says. “This is not
about us. This is God
working through us.”
In addition to food, the
S. Vintila
refugees receive English
lessons using the Bible. David Gibson,
former minister for the Valley View
Church of Christ in Jonesboro, Ark.,
teaches and preaches for the congregation on occasion. So do other volunteers.
A few days ago the church members
had to clear the vegetables out of the
baptistery for a baptism. One of the
Ukrainians who studied English and

worshiped with the congregation
asked to put on Christ.
“Dragos asked her why,” the minister’s
wife says. “She said, ‘I have been around
you. I see how you treat people.’”
But the new convert also understands
the gospel message, Sorina says. The
refugee had studied English and was
considering baptism. Then Gibson, who
didn’t realize that she was close to a
decision, preached on “Why should I be
a member of the Church of Christ?”
“He explained everything she needed
to hear,” Sorina says. “You can call it
coincidence. I call it God’s providence.”
In many ways “I have lost my faith
in humanity,” especially since the war
began, Sorina says. But as she watches
the response of her brothers and sisters
— Romanian, Ukrainian and American
— she realizes that “there is still hope.”
“God still works through people,”
she said. “He’s using each one of us.”
TO SUPPORT relief efforts in Cluj-Napoca, contact
the Midway Church of Christ in Jasper, Ala., at (205)
221-2760 or midwaycofc.com. Find additional links to
ministries serving Ukraine at christianchronicle.org.

BUCHAREST, Romania — Eugen and Kathryn Ana figured that they’d end up
back in Romania someday.
They didn’t plan for that day to be today.
The couple (he’s from Romania, she’s
from Alabama) spoke with The Christian
Chronicle in Romania’s capital city about
the sudden call they answered to serve
refugees from Ukraine through Christian
Relief Fund, or CRF. Eugen Ana has
worked with CRF, which has roots in
Churches of Christ, since he was a teenager in the 1990s. The nonprofit operates
a child-sponsorship program in countries
around the world, including Romania.
Since the war began, CRF has collected
funds to help in relief efforts. That brought
the Anas back to Romania “for such a time as
this,” to borrow a line from the Old Testament
book of Esther. They had only days to prepare
for the move. Now they make regular trips to
the border near the besieged Ukrainian city Eugen and Kathryn Ana in
downtown Bucharest.
of Odessa to help refugees fleeing the war.
“It’s like organized chaos,” Kathryn
Ana said of the situation on the border in the early days of the war. At first,
those coming across needed warm clothes and temporary shelter. Now,
as summer arrives and as the flow of refugees slows, long-term needs are
coming to the forefront. Refugees are spreading across the continent in
search of housing and jobs.
“The needs are changing all the time,” Kathryn Ana said. WEBSITE: CRF.com

A joyful task in a time of madness
PITESTI, Romania — There’s a Singer sewing machine in the middle of the Church
of Christ’s auditorium in this southern Romanian city. The tables and chairs are
filled with quilts that were handmade by church member Elena Dinca.
“For me, I’m telling you it is relaxing,” she told visitors from the Chronicle, as
she leaned over her handiwork,
making little adjustments here
and there. “For me it’s a joy to
do the work.” She’s glad that
the quilts will go to Ukrainian
refugees in Pitesti and other
cities in her homeland.
The church, established in
1995, is housing a refugee
family in its facility.
“I hope this madness will be
PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON
over for their sake,” said Cristina Elena Dinca prepares bedding for refugees.
Sirbu, a church member who is
coordinating the congregation’s relief efforts. She was baptized the same year
the church was established and works with missionary Harvey Starling. She’s
translating Bible commentaries into the Romanian language.
The Pitesti church is part of a network of seven Churches of Christ in
southern Romania that have rotating preachers. The churches sponsor joint
workshops and Bible training courses.
As the visitors prepared to leave, a Ukrainian mother and her 5-year-old
daughter who are staying in the church building arrived. The mother said
that her daughter likes getting hugs from the group’s driver, Adi Voicu. His
beard reminds her of her father, who’s back in Ukraine.
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is helping
Refugees

The 46-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians in the
United States Military with
local churches of Christ both
overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email,
and other contact info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen.ministry@comcast.net
PO Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 501-9813

JUNE 2022

CURRENTS

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

23

Weary travelers find rest, refuge
BORDER TOWN CHURCH in
Ukraine becomes a hub
of relocation and relief.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

CHERNIVTSI, Ukraine
rom here, it’s less than 25
miles to Romania.
That makes this western
Ukrainian city, which hasn’t
yet endured an attack from
Russia, a respite at the end of a
long journey for some 60,000 displaced souls who fled from the east.
Hundreds of them have found a temporary home in the meeting place of
the Chernivtsi Church of Christ.
The church also is a respite for
Christians from other parts of
Europe who come here to deliver
aid — from five hours away in ClujNapoca, Romania, or beyond.
On a Saturday morning strollers
sit on the church’s porch awaiting
distribution to families in need. Next
to them are boxes of Ukrainian- and
Russian-language Bibles awaiting
transport to Romania, where refugees
there have requested them.
Inside, mattresses and blankets line
the auditorium. About 30 displaced
people live here now, though they
come and go frequently, said church
member Artum Budzhak.
Budzhak, 18, grew up in
Chernivtsi. Before the war, in the
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic,
the church had an average Sunday
attendance of 10 to 15 people, he
said. Now the average is 50 or more.
“I have a lot
of friends here,”
Budzhak said. Among
the displaced are
young Christians
from Dnipro, a city in
central Ukraine. Their
minister, Dima Galuk,
came with them.
Budzhak
“David wouldn’t
leave his sheep,” Galuk said, referencing the Old Testament king. “I came
here because I really want to help.”
Also among the displaced is Nikita
Bazylev, a church member and profes-

AUDREY JACKSON

In Chernivtsi, Adi Voicu of Romania and Dennis Zolotaryov of Ukraine load Ukrainian- and Russian-language Bibles
from Eastern European Mission for transport to Romania. The Bibles will be given to Ukrainian refugees.
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The Chernivtsi Church of Christ has
served as a temporary home for
hundreds of displaced Ukrainians.

In the midst of war, Dennis Sopelnik
continues to train preachers through
Bear Valley Bible Institute of Ukraine.

Bohdan Yasinskyi (not pictured)
leads a prayer for Christians from
Ukraine, Romania and the U.S.

sional basketball player from the eastern city of Kramatorsk. He continues
to train with a team in Chernivtsi.
Dennis Sopelnik continues to
train ministers here. The instructor for Bear Valley Bible Institute
of Ukraine has been displaced
twice since the conflict in eastern
Ukraine began in 2014. Now he
works among his fellow believers in
Chernivtsi, teaching Bible courses.

In the midst of war, “we still need
preachers, we still need teachers,”
Sopelnik said. “We still need people
who can spread God’s Word.”
Dmitrov Haliuk, minister for the
Chernivtsi church, said that hosting
the displaced has strengthened his
belief that there is “one God, one
love, one family” in the church.
“When people write me from the
U.S. and from other countries —

people I don’t even know — and
offer to share their supplies and
their homes with us, it’s very inspiring,” Haliuk said.
Many Ukrainians have accepted
those invitations and have moved into
western Europe. Opening the church
building as a temporary home for
them “was really a question of saving
people,” Haliuk said. “We can’t say
how happy we are to serve.”
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After 70 years, Ohio Valley Christian Youth Camp to move to West Virginia

Campers worship at the Ohio Valley Christian Youth Camp on the Camp Hervida campus in Watertown, Ohio, where the camp has met for 70 years. This year, the
camp’s board of directors — comprising elders, deacons and preachers from the area — opted to move the camp to the Camp Barbe campus in West Virginia,
which will offer more comfortable facilities and hopefully draw in more children from the area, said Jay Smith, Ohio Valley Christian Youth Camp senior week
co-director. Read more at christianchronicle.org/ohiovalleycamp.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — Former Harding
University President Bruce McLarty
will serve as minister-in-residence at
Freed-Hardeman University during
the upcoming school year, FreedHardeman has announced. Both
Freed-Hardeman and Harding are
associated with Churches of Christ.
In this role,
McLarty will teach
graduate Bible
courses, mentor
faculty and students,
speak to various
classes and clubs,
serve on the chapel
and lectureship
McLarty
committees and
consult with elderships, ministers and churches. He will also be
an ambassador for the College of
Biblical Studies.
“I am thrilled that Bruce is willing
to use his many talents, rich experience and heart for ministry to help
FHU students develop their gifts

for God’s glory,” Freed-Hardeman
President David R. Shannon said in
a press release. “His journey as a
minister, dean and university president has been filled with excellence,
joy and humility, and he is beloved
as a man of God.”
Read the full story at
christianchronicle.org/mclarty.

believe that the mission and the
purpose of Christian education fills
a need and is greatly sought after,”
Moser said.
The school’s existing 5-acre
campus sits adjacent to the Hilldale
Church of Christ.
Read the full story at
christianchronicle.org/clarksville.

K-12 CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
CLARKSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

CLARKSVILLE, Tenn. — Clarksville
Christian School intends to build
a second campus, expanding its
capacity from around 500 Pre-K
through 12th grade students to
more than 2,000, the school has
announced.
The new campus will encompass
more than 100 acres, CCS President
Brad Moser told The Christian
Chronicle, and will be part of a new
Killebrew mixed-use development
on Rossview Road that will include
commercial, residential, parks and
recreation spaces.
“In the midst of that, we truly

ILLUSTRATION FROM THE KILLEBREW MASTER PLAN

An illustration of the Killebrew development for Clarksville Christian School.

MIDLAND CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

MIDLAND, Texas — Five Midland
Christian School employees who
were arrested in February and
accused by police of failing to report
a student’s sexual assault have been
“no-billed” by a Texas grand jury.
The Christian Chronicle
previously reported on the

arrests of Midland Christian’s
superintendent, principal, vice
principal, athletic director and
head baseball coach. The school is
associated with Churches of Christ.
Kenneth Pybus, an attorney and
journalism professor at Abilene
Christian University, explained what
the no-bill decision means in Texas,
where grand juries decide whether
to indict the accused.
“A grand jury heard evidence,”
Pybus said, “and they said, ‘No, this
is almost certainly not going to lead
to a conviction. There is not enough
evidence to go to a trial, so we’re
refusing to issue an indictment.’”
Midland Christian said in a
statement that the grand jury’s
decision aligns with the finding of
its own independent investigation.
“Our independent external
investigator concluded the five
individuals acted reasonably and
appropriately given the facts and
circumstances,” the statement read,
“so we are not surprised the grand
jury reached the same conclusion.”
Read the full story at
christianchronicle/midland.
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Children and Family Program Director
Florissant, Missouri

The Florissant congregation is looking for a children and family program director to join
our ministry team. We are a church of 200+ members looking for someone to provide
oversight of all ministries for children ages birth to 5th grade and their families.
Some responsibilities include:
• Encouraging children and parents to grow in their relationship with God
• Developing an active outreach and communication to children
• Helping families with young children connect with each other
• Leading and training ministry volunteers
• Sharing preaching responsibility with other members of the ministry team
To learn more and submit a resume, go to https://ﬂorissant.church/openings.
AUDREY JACKSON

The Associated Church Press awarded first place to this photo of a nurse’s
reflective eyewear during surgery at Predisan’s clinic in Catacamas, Honduras.

The Christian Chronicle named
best newspaper for eighth time

F

or the eighth time since 2009,
the Associated Church Press
has recognized The Christian
Chronicle with its first-place Best
in Class award for newspapers.
“Nice, professional-looking front
pages with clear and powerful headlines,” a judge commented. “A clean,
traditional newspaper-style layout
with good and decent-quality photos.
I appreciated that the publication
claimed to be an international paper
and did, in fact, have meaningful news
from churches around the world.”
The ACP presented its inaugural “Best Emerging Journalist”
honor — given to a journalist under
age 25 — to Audrey Jackson, the
Chronicle’s associate editor. Jackson
joined the publication after her 2021
graduation from Harding University
in Searcy, Ark.
“Audrey offers a strong combination of reporting, photography and
editorial writing skills,” a judge said.
“These pieces demonstrate her sensitivity in stark settings.”
Jackson’s portfolio included
coverage from a COVID-19 ward
in Honduras, the dedication of
monuments to Harding’s first
Black students and a feature on an
Oklahoma church’s Thanksgiving
dinner for Afghan refugees.
Jackson also earned first place
for her image of a nurse’s reflective eyewear in Honduras and
second place for her photo essay

“Compassion at capacity” and an
accompanying column, both from
the Central America trip.
In all, the Oklahoma Citybased international publication for
members of Churches of Christ
received nine ACP awards for work
produced in 2021.
Other first-place winners included
Bobby Ross Jr. and Hamil R. Harris
for their “Flags, faith and fury”
news story (long format) on the
Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot and Erik
Tryggestad for his “Lions, lies and
hope” international feature (short
format) on South Africa’s deadly
waves of violence this past summer.
Ross and Deana Nall claimed
second place for in-depth coverage
of the first anniversary of George
Floyd’s death in Minneapolis.
Ross also earned second place
for his international feature (long
format) on the discovery of
Indigenous children’s remains in
Canada. Ross won third place for
his news story (short format) on
Christians offering physical and spiritual help after historic flooding in
Tennessee.
Since 2007, the Chronicle has
received 154 national ACP awards
and been recognized in the Best
in Class contest for 16 consecutive
years. The Chronicle previously won
first place in the newspaper category
in 2009, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018
and 2020.
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HOUSEPARENTS: ‘It takes a very special person’
FROM PAGE 3

Other factors include a national
push to keep biological families
together, unless absolutely necessary
to remove a child, and the federal
Family First legislation of 2018,
which limits group care placements
to the most difficult situations.
For agencies still operating group
homes, the COVID-19 pandemic
has made recruiting houseparents
— always a major challenge — even
more difficult, directors said.
“I can certainly attest to it currently
being a challenge,” said Gary Hicks,
executive director of Childhaven
Inc. in Cullman, Ala. “It takes a very
special couple to be willing to uproot
their lives and move
to our campus to be
houseparents.”
A big concern for
Hicks: high turnover
of houseparents.
“We are attempting
to address this with
better compensaHicks
tion and benefits,
improved professional, personal
and spiritual supports, more time
off than our state standards require,
etc.,” he wrote in response to a
Christian Chronicle survey.
Shawn Hull, executive director
of Cherokee Home for Children
in Texas, said houseparents “must
have a heart for the mission.”
“It is impossible for them to see
it as a job and last,” Hull said. “We
cannot pay enough to make it worth
the hard, long hours and heartbreak
that come with this career. We are
blessed with parents with a heart for
Christ first and a desire to share that
with the kids they love.”

EMPTY COTTAGES

From Manuelito Navajo
Children’s Home in Gallup, N.M.,
to Mid-Western Children’s Home
in Pleasant Plain, Ohio, to Potter
Children’s Home in Bowling Green,
Ky., agency directors report houseparent shortages.
At several campuses, cottages sit
empty because of a lack of staffing.
“For years, we have been blessed
with the longevity of houseparents,” said Randy Schow, execu-

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHILDPLACE FAMILY SERVICES

Childplace Family Services in Jeffersonville, Ind., has moved from a group-home approach to residential treatment of children.
tive director of Mountain States
“Over the last two years, in
Children’s Home in Longmont, Colo. general, Christians seem less moti“However, the restrictions of COVID vated to seek positions in which they
were hard on our houseparent staff.
can care for children,” he added, “as
“Not being able to attend church
evidenced by the dramatic decline in
services in person, or the children
the number of inquiries for housenot being able to attend youth activi- parenting positions.”
ties, was very difficult
and isolating. That led
‘Some houseparents SHIFTING FOCUS
to a number leaving,”
Other leaders said
became ill and left their difficulty hiring
Schow added. “Since
the restrictions
houseparenting. Others houseparents predates
on COVID have
seemed to shy away COVID-19.
decreased, we have
In fact, Sherri
not had many inquifrom hiring on in a Statler, president and
ries for the position of
of Christian
“group” setting in which CEO
houseparents.”
Homes and Family
infection from COVID Services in Abilene,
Ray Crowder, executive director of Central
said her
may be more likely.’ Texas,
Texas Children’s
agency changed its
Home in Buda,
Ray Crowder, executive director of model for foster care
offered a similar
in 2005.
Central Texas Children’s Home
assessment.
At that time, Statler
“Some houseparsaid, the Texas
ents became ill and
nonprofit closed a
left houseparenting,” Crowder said.
group home and “began aggres“Others seemed to shy away from
sively recruiting families to provide
hiring on in a ‘group’ setting in
foster care in their private homes.”
which infection from COVID may be
In her experience, private home
more likely.
foster care results in more adoptions.

But she stressed, “Finding
Christian families willing to foster
children in their homes can be just
as challenging as finding grouphome houseparents. It’s just a
different kind of search.”
In 2007, faced with a shortage
of houseparents for its maternity
home, the Abilene agency shifted to
an independent living model.
“We now provide each young
woman with her own completely
furnished apartment and focus on
helping her learn life skills that will
result in her long-term success,”
Statler said.
At Childplace Family Services
in Jeffersonville, Ind., “It became
increasingly difficult to find families
willing to move to our campus,” said
Nathan Samuel, president and CEO.
As a result, Childplace began
to focus on residential treatment,
which Samuel describes as a step
between foster care and psychiatric
hospitalization.
“There are many kids that have
suffered severe trauma and abuse
who need professional counseling,
therapy and treatment to overcome
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those issues so they can move past
them and get back on track with their
lives,” Samuel said. “I have seen, over
the past 20 years, more agencies go
to this treatment approach.”
At the same time, other leaders
said the need for traditional group
homes remains strong.
“You can’t take this type of care out
of the continuum of care,” Mountain
States’ Schow said. “It offers a
support system that is crucial in
providing a deeper level of care than
what foster care or kindred care can
provide. In 2019, we received nearly
1,000 referrals from parents needing
help for their children.”

HYBRID APPROACH

Back in Mount Dora, a hybrid
approach has replaced the longtime
focus on group homes.
In a community with sprawling
canopy oak trees, the Florida
children’s home has cared for 1,620
children in group homes over the
past 77 years.
But while the ministry once operated a half-dozen group homes,
it now has only two — and one of
them, normally a boys’ cottage, is
occupied temporarily by a single
mother and her six kids.
Several years ago, frustration with
helping children temporarily only to
return them to dysfunctional households prompted the creation of a
new program serving entire families,
said Chuck Shepherd, Mount Dora’s
longtime children’s home director.
Difficulty finding houseparents
played a role, too, Shepherd said.
So — on its campus not far from
the town’s specialty stores and
antique shops — the nonprofit
equipped private homes and apartments to serve single parents and
their children.
Other agencies, such as Potter
Children’s Home in Bowling Green,
Ky., and New Mexico Christian
Children’s Home in Portales, have
developed similar single-parent
programs.
Besides the six foster girls who
live in the Allens’ cottage, Mount
Dora Children’s Home serves nine
single mothers and their 25 boys
and girls.
During the two-year program,
single mothers — and occasionally single fathers — pursue higher
education, learn to budget and
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save money and receive training on
parenting.
While in the program, all the families attend local Churches of Christ.
“It’s been a blessing for me and my
son as well,” said Sakia Duperme,
mother of 11-year-old Nehemiah,
who receives free tuition to attend
Mount Dora Christian Academy.
“I didn’t have to, you know, just get
rid of him so he can have a better
life,” she added. “But he was able to
stay with me.”
Duperme grew up in what she
describes as a rough part of Miami.
“It was just, like, killing and shooting
going on every day,” she said. “It was
nothing positive being there.”
But now Duperme, 28, has earned
an associate degree at Lake-Sumter
State College in nearby Leesburg,
Fla. She even was chosen to speak at
commencement.
She’s more connected to God,
too, as she related to Network 1:27
attendees who toured Mount Dora’s
facilities.
“Before my son and I go to sleep,
we make sure that we’re praying
with each other,” she told the
Chronicle.
Through the single-parent
program, Mount Dora has served a
total of 147 individuals, according to
its latest records.
However, Shepherd emphasizes
that traditional group homes will
remain a part of the agency’s
emphasis.
“There’s always going to be a need
for that,” he said.
That means there will remain a
need for houseparent couples such
as the Allens, who plan to move
soon to Clarksville, Tenn., to be
closer to family and work with the
Christian school where Troy Allen’s
brother-in-law, Brad Moser, serves
as president.
Wherever they are, the Allens will
remain forever tied to the children to
whom they have devoted their lives.
“I don’t know where it comes from
or why, but I just feel like I need to
help them be successful people all
around,” Rebecca Allen said. “Just
help them grow spiritually, educationally. Just help them get past
whatever it is they’ve been through.”
“For us, it’s just been what we
do and what we believe God has
prepared us for,” Troy Allen said of
working with children. “It’s just life.”
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After receiving her degree, Sakia Duperme poses with Mount Dora Children’s
Home President Brian Mast, son Nehemiah and home director Chuck Shepherd.

Housefather Troy Allen leads a Bible study in the Mount Dora Children’s
Home cottage where he and his wife, Rebecca, have served for six years.
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Milestones
Memorials
Dennis Wayne Ard
1960-2022
Wayne Ard died Feb. 23, 2022, at
the age of 62 in Mineral Bluff, Ga.,
after battling cancer. He was born
Jan. 17, 1960, to James and Sarah Ard
in Chattanooga, Tenn. Wayne graduated from Harding University in 1982
with a bachelor’s in business administration. He married Nell in 1997. He
worked for Ard/Knox Insurance until
his retirement
in 2019.
Wayne had
a passion for
helping others.
He made nine
mission trips
to Lithuania
and was active
in prison
ministry,
writing and/or
visiting 30 different individuals.
His goal in life during his battle
with cancer was to make sure that
each time someone came to see him
that they left with a smile on their
face. He loved to lead singing, teach
classes and to provide devotional
thoughts. When he was not helping
others, Wayne loved cooking, grilling,
smoking brisket and ribs as well as
making hand-cranked ice cream.
He is survived by his wife, Nell Ard
of Mineral Bluff, and his parents,
James and Sarah Ard of Blue Ridge,
Ga. He was preceded in death by his
brother, Kenneth Paul Ard. He was
a member of the Murphy Church of
Christ in Murphy, N.C.

Hank Lawson
1935-2022

Henry “Hank” Devon Lawson,
born July 5, 1935 in Anadarko, Okla.,
went to his reward Feb. 20, 2022.
He was a magnificent worker for the
Lord and will be greatly missed in
the work in central California.
Hank joined the Air Force in
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1955 and left with an honorable
discharge in 1958 at which time
he married Ginger Vaden. They
moved to California where he was
baptized, and he began preaching
in Sebastopol in 1968. He preached
in the San Francisco Bay area until
1981. He started holding gospel
meetings and conducting youth
rallies in Empire, Calif., during
the late 1970s and moved there in
1981 to preach until he retired from
preaching full time in 2016.
After he “retired,” Hank visited
many congregations in the
Central Valley
and northern
California as a
guest preacher
and as a volunteer for Agape
Villages, an
organization
that helps place
foster children in Christian homes. Hank and
Ginger had three children, Raymond
(Celia), Roger (Kim) and Jo, and
they had one foster daughter, Laura
Hood, who came to live with them
in 1970. They had 11 grandchildren,
numerous great-grandchildren, and
one great-great-grandchild.
While he was the local preacher in
the Bay area and the Central Valley,
he worked for many, many worthy
causes. He was on the board of
Pacific Christian Academy, where
he conducted chapel, drove their
school bus, did maintenance work,
organized fundraisers and performed
a host of other chores. He always
was willing to work at whatever
needed to be done. After he moved to
Empire, he did those same works for
Hughson Christian School.
Hank went on two mission trips to
Ghana, West Africa, and one trip to
Mexico. After going to Africa, one
family there thought so much of him
that they named their new baby boy
Hank Lawson. Little Hank Lawson
Eleason is now 13 years old and lives
in Takoradi, Ghana.
After Ginger went to her reward in

2013, Hank married Betty Fox.
Hank has served as a member of
Agape Villages’ board of directors
since 2008. He was chairman for six
years. He took on the newly established position of Director of Church
and Community Relations in 2015 to
help them raise funds and enhance
their public relations work.
A word often used about Hank was
“tireless.” Even at his increasing age
(in his mid-80s), Hank was tireless in
his loving service to the children at
Agape and in using his many talents
ministering to others. There aren‘t
words for what Hank meant to Agape.
Hank was everywhere. If there was an
event, he was involved, inviting people
to attend, and helping at the event. If
a preacher was on vacation, Hank was
often asked to fill in. He talked with
donors frequently, sharing the good
work of Agape and the difference
Agape makes in the lives of children.
Hank was active in the communities in the Central Valley, especially
Manteca, where he was an ambassador with the Manteca Chamber
of Commerce. Hank went wherever
he could talk about Agape and foster
children. Agape Villages is grateful to
Hank for his years of service to the
children. He will be incredibly missed.
Following is a personal tribute to
Hank Lawson from the president of
Agape Villages, Janet Kleyn:
“I wanted to share some special
thoughts about Hank Lawson as he
and I worked together at Agape for 14
years. I don‘t know of anyone else as
loving, giving, and gracious as Hank.
He took on very challenging roles
with Agape ... Hank was a worker.
He got very involved with our work,
even taking trips to go to professional
conferences to learn as much as he
could. All of this was volunteer time.
He then began working for Agape in
2015. He did this solely because he
truly loved children and the work we
did to help them. Hank is one of a
kind. He will be greatly missed.”
Donations may be made in Hank’s
honor to Agape Villages, 3160 Crow
Canyon Place, Suite 120, San Ramon,
CA 94583.

Hollis Maynard
1932-2022
Hollis Maynard was born June 6,
1932 in Happy, Texas. He went to
be with the Lord on April 15, 2022.
He is survived by his wife of 66
years, Ernestine; three children,
Tim Maynard (Kelli), Kay Jenkins
(Bill) and Sharon Dove (Rick); six
grandchildren, Melissa Boswell
(Blake), Maribeth Cameron (Ryan),
Matt Maynard, Kaci Lepicier (Brett),
Sam Dove and
Keith Bodiford;
five greatgrandchildren;
and one sister,
Rachel Cook.
After growing
up in west
Texas, Hollis
decided to
attend Harding
College. It
was there that he met and fell in
love with Ernestine Latterner. They
married Aug. 11, 1955, in Springfield,
Mo. Upon graduation the newlyweds moved to Indianapolis where
he served as minister for the deaf
congregation at Park Avenue Church
of Christ. In 1958 they moved to
Louisville, Ky., where he preached to
the deaf at Taylor Boulevard Church
of Christ and taught deaf students
in the public schools. He earned his
master’s in deaf education from the
University of Louisville in 1970.
In 1977 he was asked to move to
Lubbock, Texas, to begin a program
at Sunset School of Preaching to train
men to preach to the deaf. Hundreds
of his students are preaching and
interpreting for deaf people around
the globe. He served the Sunset
Church of Christ and the school of
preaching until 2011. After retirement,
he and Ernestine moved to Tulsa,
Okla., and became active members at
The Park Church of Christ.
Hollis had a humble spirit and was
a godly man who influenced many.
His sweet smile, kind heart, and
Continued on Page 29
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From left to right: Robbie Dunning,
Lads to Leaders scholarship
administrator for Harding University
in Searcy, Ark., Makayela Rollins and
her mother, Heather. Rollins was the
recipient of a $16,000 L2L scholarship
to attend Harding University.

HIRED: Hunter Kennamer as the
Woodson Chapel Church of Christ
youth minister in Nashville, Tenn. Rob
Berghorst as a minister for the Calhoun
Church of Christ in Georgia. Aaron Hill as
minister for the Mineral
Springs Church of Christ
in Arkansas. Caleb
Colley as the preaching
minister for the North
Jackson Church of Christ
in Jackson, Tenn.
Kennamer

Crews

Swaid

Gray

APPOINTED: Mark
Crews, Dr. Swaid Swaid
and Mark Weeks to the
Harding University board
of trustees in Searcy,
Ark. Their addition raises
the number of trustees
serving as Harding’s
governing body to 23
men and women.
HONORED: Fred Gray,
a former minister and
lifetime member of
the Churches of Christ,
by the University of
Alabama School of
Law with an honorary
doctorate for his civil
rights work.
RETIRED: Richard
Gibson from the
Harding University board
of trustees after serving
54 years. Cliff Craig from
serving as minister for
the Northridge Church
of Christ in Shawnee,
Okla., after 28 years.

Milestones, continued

generosity endeared him to all. He
was a devoted and loving husband,
father, and grandfather. Much to the
delight of his great-grandchildren,
he never gave up his childlike spirit.
Teaching and ministering to deaf
people was his life’s work. Serving
the Father and loving his family and
friends was his greatest joy.

Special Recognition
Celebration of Ministry:
Ron and Anne Edwards
Ron and Anne Edwards hail from
Newport, N.C., and the Crystal
Coast of eastern North Carolina.
Ron served in the United States
Air Force as an air traffic controller
and later after departure from the
USAF as a manager of Western
Auto in South Florida. They
celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary in September of 2021. They
have two children, seven granddaughters, one great-grandson, and
another on the way.
Their call to ministry and gospel
preaching came in 1972 as they
moved west to attend the Sunset
School of Preaching. After graduating from Sunset in Lubbock,
Texas, in 1974, they joined with
three other Sunset families to serve
with the church in Sharon, Pa. In
five years the “church-enhancing
team” immersed close to 250
people into Christ. They
left Sharon to serve the
saints in Kinston, N.C.,
as the pulpit preacher
from 1979-1982. God then
moved them to Trinidad
and Tobago to join as
coworkers with Parker
and Donna Henderson
for three years (19821985). They have
served the Christians at
Roosevelt Drive Church
of Christ (RDCoC) in
Jacksonville, N.C., the citizens of
Onslow County, and the Marines
and Sailors of Camp Lejeune and
Marine Air Station New River since
Aug. 1, 1985.
Ron and Anne’s spiritual DNA is
interwoven within the very fabric of
the work and ministries of RDCoC.
They have spearheaded weeklong
Vacation Bible Schools and 21 years
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Schedule of Events for the Roosevelt Drive Church of Christ
(RDCoC) 70th Anniversary Homecoming Celebration

August 5-7, 2022

Friday, August 5, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building)
5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Check-In and Registration (Gift Bag
Distribution) and Catered Evening Meal
Performance by the New River Harmony
Barbershop Quartet
Roosevelt Drive CoC “Reflections” and
Dessert Social

Saturday, August 6, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building for the morning and a local
Jacksonville, NC, high school for the evening)
9:00 - 10:30 a.m.
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
1:00 - 6:00 p.m.
6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
7:00 - 8:15 p.m.
8:15 - 9:00 p.m.

Ron and Anne Edwards “Celebration of 37 Years of God-Glorifying Ministry”
Formal Dedication of the “Ron and Anne Edwards Outreach Center”
Catered Lunch
Free Time (visit Camp Lejeune, New River Air Station, Camp Geiger, “Old
Stomping Grounds,” picturesque beaches of the Crystal Coast)
Performance by Tommy and Denise Langlois (vocal and instrumental)
Performance by the Comedic Duo of Bean and Bailey from Nashville, Tenn.
(inviting the entire community, $10 per adult, and kids under 12 are free)
Dessert Social

Sunday, August 7, 2022 (Roosevelt Drive CoC Building)
9:30 - 10:15 a.m.
10:15 - 12:00 noon
12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Bible Class (led / taught by former RDCoC preachers)
Sunday Morning Worship (Sermon by Brother Ron Edwards)
Catered Lunch
Final Prayer of Consecration and Farewells

111 Roosevelt Rd, Jacksonville, NC 28540 • (910) 347-1122 • www.rdcoc.org
of Lads to Leaders participation.
They helped establish the Eastern
North Carolina Men’s Retreat
and led short-term mission trips
to Western Samoa, St. John’s and
West Virginia. They have overseen
two Special Giving Days
annually — for world
missions in May and
Agape of North Carolina
in December — that
have raised close to half a
million dollars combined,
all above and beyond
the weekly contribution.
They’ve partnered with
disaster relief agencies
associated with Churches
of Christ when hurricanes
have impacted and devastated the local area and have built
and cultivated relationships with our
residential neighbors so we could
purchase their homes and enough
land to build the future “Ron and
Anne Edwards Outreach Center”
commencing in a few months.
Ron has also served faithfully as
a shepherd here at RDCoC since
1993 in addition to his pulpit duties.

Because of Ron’s influence and
mentorship, 25 former RDCoC
families are now serving in full- or
part-time ministry in some capacity.
Ron and Anne have sought
sinners, saved souls, and strengthened saints! They are genuine
servants of the gospel by their
hearts, words and deeds. Only
the Lord of the Harvest knows
how many souls have obeyed the
gospel and been saved by the Christ
because of their selfless, sacrificial,
and servant hearts!
Ron and Anne have dedicated
their lives as God’s vessels/tools
to expand the Kingdom and grow
the church. The God of heaven,
His only begotten Son Jesus, and
His beloved Holy Spirit have been
exalted and magnified through the
humble service of the Edwards duo.
Lord willing, their public
“Celebration of Ministry” will occur
at 9 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022,
at RDCoC. For more information
about the RDCoC 70th Anniversary
Homecoming Celebration, visit
our Facebook page or our website
(www.rdcoc.org).
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EDITORIAL

In Buffalo’s wake,
we must speak out

A

dd Buffalo, N.Y., to the long
and growing list of locations
that have become synonymous
with tragedy and racism. On
May 14, 10 innocent people died in a
racist massacre. We have been here
time and time again. Only the names
of victims and places have changed.
The story of racism remains painfully stuck on repeat. The killer’s
past will be explored, uncovering
warning signs inexplicably missed.
Politicians will point fingers across
the aisle. Talking heads will shout at
each other about gun control, Critical
Race Theory and, now, Replacement
Theory. Several days of coverage will
follow until the next tragic news story
takes its place. And inevitably, another
story of racial conflict will come along.
Yet, for a moment in the spring
of 2020, the conversation appeared
to inch forward when the death of
George Floyd sufficiently shocked
the national conscience. Voices once
silenced found themselves sympathetic and engaged, demanding
justice for neighbors.
Churches found glimmers of
courage to tackle the issue. Sermon
series and Bible classes called out the
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sin of racism and demonstrated its
incompatibility with Christ’s gospel.
Christians made real efforts to cross
racial boundaries through intentional
conversations and fellowship.
And then it stopped.
For far too many people, the
fight for justice was just a passing
fad. Those unaffected by the daily
struggle have the luxury to move on.
The 2021 election season did little
to help. As with most concerns,
political parties weaponized the
issue. Lines were drawn, voting blocs
created and votes cast. Anyone who
dared challenge the narrative was
canceled by their respective tribe.
Racism once again morphed from a
moral issue into a political football.
Along the way, someone hit
“repeat.”
Now we find ourselves asking the
same questions: How did we get
here? What do we say? And what do
we do?
As the church searches yet again
for our voice, we can no longer afford
to allow extreme voices to dictate
who we are and where we stand.
Some of these voices want to
convince us that events such as

Buffalo are unfortunate outliers in an
otherwise equal society. Others will
see Buffalo as evidence that nothing
has changed. Both are wrong.
At a minimum, national disgust
shows progress. But disgust alone
is not sufficient. As long as racial
disparities remain in education,
employment, health and numerous
other areas, we have work to do.
Jesus entered the world to bring
about the Kingdom of God, his
“will on earth as it is in heaven.”
Any system or structure not fully
engulfed by the “righteousness of
God” requires the attention and
work of God’s people.
The most extreme voices may
exploit fear and violence to advance
their agenda. The toxic combination of human vengeance and
justice gives a dangerously religious
pretense to violence. Jesus embodied
a radically different alternative.
Extreme voices do little to advance
the conversation. Instead, they paralyze progress. When sincere voices
sit silent for fear of saying or doing
anything that might be misinterpreted, they unintentionally make

things worse.
On a national morning show after
the Buffalo tragedy, a news anchor
led the story by stating the gunman
“may have been motivated by hate.”
Her words were carefully chosen to
fit within competing interpretations
and legal implications. Extreme
voices have watered down hatred to
a narrowly defined motive.
The church must not allow
extremism to dictate our response.
The conversation must continue.
We must preach, teach and practice
justice, even when others lose focus.
And our words must reflect the
language and intentions of Jesus.
What happened in Buffalo is
disgusting, even in the eyes of an
unbelieving world. Just as disturbing
would be the failure of God’s people
to speak out for justice, especially
when the attention fades.
God’s plan to join heaven and earth
under the lordship of Jesus begins
with his church. Unless we boldly
and consistently speak with the voice
of the Gospel, we will remain stuck
on “repeat.” — Jeremie Beller, for
the Editorial Board
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What the court’s abortion leak means

W

ithin hours after Politico
published a draft opinion
by Supreme Court Justice
Samuel Alito purporting
to overturn the 1973 Roe
v. Wade abortion decision, demonstrators had flocked to the plaza in front
of the courthouse steps — either
to blast the decision as a breach of
fundamental rights or hail it as a longoverdue protection of unborn life.
In the weeks that have followed
the May 2 report, similar protests,
marches and prayer vigils have
spilled over into cities across the U.S.,
and the renewed abortion debate
has landed back on editorial pages,
political blogs and social media posts.
And all that in
Views
opposition to or
support of a decision that hasn’t even
been released yet.
The case is Dobbs
v. Jackson Women’s
Health, a challenge
to Mississippi’s
prohibition on most
Kenneth Pybus
abortions after 15
weeks of pregnancy.
Abortion rights advocates say that law
runs headlong into 50 years of abortion jurisprudence. Opponents say
Roe has been wrong all along.
In Roe, the Supreme Court
decided, 7–2, that women have a
“fundamental right” to privacy and
abortions without excessive government limitations. The result was
effectively to require states to allow
abortion on demand during the first
six months of pregnancy and make
post-viability, late-term abortions still
possible in certain circumstances.
In 1992, the court decided Planned
Parenthood v. Casey, weakening Roe
and allowing states to restrict abortion as long as laws do not create “an
undue burden” on the right. The court
retained Roe’s focus on fetal viability,
which even by that point was earlier in
the typical pregnancy, but made regulating abortion prior to viability easier.
The document leaked last month
was a photocopy of a draft Dobbs
majority opinion authored by Alito
and apparently circulated among
the other justices in February. The
opinion would explicitly overturn Roe

SHUTTERSTOCK IMAGE

and Casey —
 long a goal of pro-life
advocates — and give states considerable latitiude to regulate abortion.
While Chief Justice John Roberts
confirmed the draft’s authenticity, he
emphasized it’s not a final decision.
The official opinion of the court’s
majority, which will most likely come
in late June, could end up being
substantially similar to Alito’s draft, or
it may be significantly altered based
on the other justices’ feedback. Or an
entirely different opinion, perhaps by
a different justice, may become law.
Much of the debate and discourse
since the release of the draft opinion
have been tangential to the opinion
itself. For example, legal analysts have
speculated heavily on the motivation
of whoever leaked the document, a
striking violation of the court’s policy
of secrecy. Was it a law clerk serving
a more liberal justice, seeking to
harness public opinion to discourage
the justices from a bold reversal?
Was it a clerk for a more conservative justice trying to ward a wavering
justice from a last-minute capitulation?
Regardless, it is the substance of
the court’s decision — whatever it
says and whenever it’s released —
that will be of lasting significance.
That the court might reverse Roe
was never in doubt. Even as Dobbs
was argued on Dec. 1, 2021, legal
scholars speculated that several
justices were signaling a willingness to do so. And many experts
predicted the case’s outcome hinged
on Roberts’ ability to find a middle
ground between striking down the

Mississippi law and reversing Roe
and Casey — and to convince at least
one of the more conservative justices
to join him. None expected a hearty
and unequivocal endorsement of Roe
and Casey by the majority.
But the Alito draft is an unwavering challenge to the notion that
the Constitution ever protected a
right to abortion. He called the Roe
rationale “weak” and the opinion
itself “damaging.” The decision in
1973 “short-circuited the democratic
process” by forestalling political
debate over the moral implications
of rapid medical advancements and
the nature of life itself.
The Alito draft opinion takes issue
with protecting the right to abortion
under the concept called “substantive due process.” Abortion rights
advocates, while acknowledging
the Constitution does not mention
abortion — or even privacy — say
the right to both is implicit in the
14th Amendment, which prohibits
a state from denying anyone liberty
without due process of law. While
that provision has been held in other
cases to guarantee rights that are
not mentioned in the Constitution,
Alito wrote, to be protected those
rights must be “deeply rooted in this
Nation’s history and tradition” and
“implicit in the concept of ordered
liberty,” citing prior court decisions.
Abortion, he argued, is not.
Much of the negative reaction to
the draft opinion has been its rejection of what Roe supporters have
called “settled law.” That fundamental

concept, that courts should base their
interpretations on prior decisions, is
called stare decisis, Latin for “let the
decision stand,” and it ensures the
common law remains stable and reliable, even if it changes gradually.
The opinion would indeed overturn
precedent. But rejecting precedent is
far from unprecedented. Since Roe,
the Supreme Court has reversed itself,
on average, about twice per term. To
be sure, none of those decisions has
led to the firestorm of reactions seen
in the past few weeks. And none has
been as well publicized as Roe.
But in 2015, Obergefell v. Hodges,
which mandated that states recognize
same-sex marriages, overturned
Baker v. Nelson (1972). And long
before Roe, in Brown v. Board of
Education (1954) the court held separate accommodations based on race
were inherently unequal and as such
unconstitutional, effectively reversing
Plessy v. Ferguson’s “separate but
equal” doctrine from 1896. And in
First Amendment law, the court has
overturned earlier decisions to find
previously unrecognized free speech
protection for advertising, movies
and corporate political speech.
If the final decision in Dobbs
resembles the draft opinion or
something like it and overturns Roe
and Casey, the result will be to move
the debate over abortion from the
constitutional realm squarely to the
political one, and each state will have
the power to set its own policies.
And many already have.
The protests since the Dobbs leak
are likely just a prelude to things
to come. In fact, Axios reported
in mid-May the Department of
Homeland Security was preparing for
a “surge in political violence” based on
the outcome of the case.
So just as Roe failed to settle
political, moral and existential questions raised by the ability of medical
science to terminate pregnancy, it’s
almost certain that Dobbs won’t settle
them either, whatever the outcome.
KENNETH PYBUS is an associate professor and
chair of journalism and mass communication at
Abilene Christian University in Texas and a First
Amendment lawyer. He attends the Hillcrest Church
of Christ in Abilene.
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Full-time Minister - Maryland
Are you a person who loves God, the Bible, and his people? Do you have a shepherd's heart for people?
Do you long to see God's people grow deeper in their faith through knowledge of his Word? If so,
come grow with us! We’re a small, diverse, multi-ethnic congregation seeking a full-time minister who
can identify with our needs and community outreach by helping our congregation go into the world
and preach the Good News that Jesus is the Savior. Our minister should have a firm commitment to
God’s Word, the Bible, with a desire to help us apply it to our current socio-economic environment.
Please start the process by visiting our website, http://www.westsideforchrist.org, where you
will see the complete job posting along with our history. Send a cover letter and resume reflecting
education, experience in ministry, references, and a sample sermon video to:
newlife@westsideforchrist.org.

Thank you. We look forward to speaking with you about your future.
Preaching Minister - El Paso, Texas

The Westside Church of Christ in El Paso, Texas, is seeking a preaching
minister. The ideal applicant is a man who is first and foremost devoted to Jesus
Christ as his Savior and Lord, with 5+ years of ministry experience, preferably
including some missional experience in different cultures, either domestically
or internationally. Other qualifications include excellent interpersonal and
relationship-building skills coupled with an eagerness for service and the humility
to work effectively with a vibrant ministry team and with a pastoral-focused
eldership. We are a financially stable congregation with salary and ministerial
allowances commensurate with experience.
The Westside Church of Christ is a Christian fellowship of approximately 150
members located throughout El Paso and whose mission is to seek and serve the
will of God with Jesus as our example. Additional information can be obtained
by contacting the minister search committee at: elders@westsidecoc.com.
Full-time Minister - Fort Wayne, Indiana
East Chestnut Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister. Our congregation has approximately 100
members and is looking for a minister who will meet the following obligations: preaching sound doctrine,
interacting with our sister congregations in the area, and sharing the Gospel in the Fort Wayne area.
Brothers who are interested in applying should have the following characteristics:
Essential qualifications: • Ministerial experience (5 years minimum) • Bible-based teaching (Sound
Doctrine) • Ability to defend the faith (active within the community). Preferred skills/abilities/status:
• Effective communication skills for all age groups (youth to seniors) • Established leadership ability •
Vision for growth and progression in the congregation with short-range and long-range plans • Spiritual
insight to our various ministries • Married. Salary and benefits will be commensurate with education
and experience. Potential candidate can send a cover letter and resume to:
eastchestnutchurch2@yahoo.com with subject “Minister application”; East Chestnut Church of
Christ, ATTN: Selection Committee, 3601 East Chestnut St, Fort Wayne, IN 46803, (260) 426-5051
East Chestnut Church of Christ

“Know The Lord, Grow the Community, Show the Harvest”

Visiting or Permanent Gospel Preacher Search - Eureka Springs, Arkansas
Eastside Church of Christ is seeking gospel preachers to visit our congregation here in northwest
Arkansas. Eureka Springs is a small tourist town located in the Ozark Mountains. We are one hour from
Branson, Missouri, and even closer to the scenic Kings River as well as the beautiful Beaver Lake and
Table Rock Lake areas.
We are a small congregation
oftenfor
outnumbered
by visitors
in the spring Contact
through fall months. In
Looking
qualified
candidates?
exchange for sharingchristi@christianchronicle.org
your best gospel sermon during the worship hour,towelearn
will provide financial
compensation and reimbursement
for
a
night’s
lodging
in
the
Eureka
Springs
area for you and your wife.
more about our advertising opportunities.
In addition, you get to meet and worship with a very warm family of Christians!
As you may have guessed, our minister position IS open. We are always looking for the one whom the
Lord may bring to us on a permanent basis. Part-time, half-time, or full-time—if it is His will, it will come about.

Position Filled!

See more by following brenton.daily on Facebook and Instagram.

TO OUR READERS

Welcome, two new team members
We’re excited to introduce two
new Christian Chronicle team
members — one for the long haul
and the other for the summer.
Christi Roméo is our new
advertising manager, President and
CEO Erik Tryggestad announced.
She succeeds Tonya Patton, who
stepped down after 10 years to focus
on her family and
ministry interests.
Born in Lubbock,
Texas, and raised
primarily in the Blue
Ridge Mountains
of North Carolina,
Roméo earned a
bachelor’s degree
Roméo
in advertising from
Abilene Christian University in
Texas and a master’s degree in
humanities from the University of
Texas at Arlington.
Her experience includes work
for Healing Hands International
and the Heritage Christian College
Foundation. She taught college

classes online and in person for over
a decade, including at Tarrant County
College in Fort Worth, Texas.
Her husband, Kelly, teaches in the
gaming and animation program at
Oklahoma Christian University in
Oklahoma City. Their son, Shea, is 14.
Our other new addition is Gabriel
Grant Huff, our summer intern.
The West Memphis,
Ark., native is a
senior at Harding
University in Searcy,
Ark., where he
majors in multimedia
journalism with a
focus in news-editorial
writing.
Huff
I first met him
during Harding’s annual Bible
Lectureship last year, and all of his
professors spoke glowingly of him.
We’re thrilled to have him working
with us at our Oklahoma City office
this summer.
Welcome, Christi and Gabriel! —
Bobby Ross Jr., editor-in-chief
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CALENDAR
June 6-10 Global Reunion. See
oc.edu/globalreunion.
June 8-10 48th National Jail
and Prison Ministry Workshop.
Wichita Falls, Texas. Contact
2022prisonworkshop@gmail.com.
June 11-17 Men’s Songleader
Bootcamp. San Antonio, Texas. See
acappella.org.
June 25-29 Acappella at Red
River Encampment, New Mexico.
See acappella.org or rrfe.org.
July 2-9 The Kerusso Experience.
See harding.edu/kerusso.
July 13-15 New Day Conference.
Wichita Falls, Texas. See
newdayresources.org.
July 17-22 Texas Normal Singing
School. See SingingSchool.org.
July 28-31 Angel Fire
Bible Symposium. See
AngelFireSymposium.com.
Aug. 5-7 70th Anniversary
Homecoming Celebration.
Roosevelt Drive Church of Christ.
See www.rdcoc.org.
Sept. 7-9 New Day Conference.
Dalton, Ga. See
newdayresources.org.
Sept. 9-10 Equip Workshop.
Waxahachie, Texas. See
EquipWorkshop.org.
Sept. 15-17 GanderBrook Ladies
Retreat - 50th. Raymond, Maine. See
ganderbrook.org.
Sept. 24-29 76th Annual
National Lectureship of the
Churches of Christ. Orlando, Fl. See
www.cocnl2022.com.
Oct. 4-7 Abundant Living
Retreat. Branson, Mo. See
abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 14-16 United Sisters
Symposium (USS) — The Lion King,
Daniel Chapter 6. Torrance, Calif.
See empoweredincorporated.com.
FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:

June 10 and July 8
Contact: advertising@
christianchronicle.org

Full-time Minister Search - Virginia
The Williamsburg Church of Christ,

located in Williamsburg, Va., is seeking

a full-time minister. We are a diverse, loving
congregation with three elders, 14 deacons
and about 100 members serving the historic
Greater Williamsburg area. You can find information about the congregation on our website,
williamsburgcoc.org, and on our Facebook
page. Those wanting more information or to
find the application can do so at:

wcocministersearch.org

Vibrant Church in Missouri Ozarks Seeking Minister
The Salem Church of Christ in Salem, Mo., is seeking a full-time minister to replace the
man who served with us for 25 years. Pre-Covid Sunday attendance is
typically between 160-200. While we practice most historical “Church of Christ”
traditions (weekly observance of the Lord’s Supper and acapella singing in assemblies), we
only regard direct commands of God expressed in the Holy Bible as salvation issues.
Successful candidates will have biblical knowledge and wisdom, ability to effectively
preach and teach from God’s word, evangelistic desire, and compassion while being
encouraging, hospitable, and community minded. Candidates comfortable working with
a grace-centered church located in the beautiful Missouri Ozarks are welcome to submit
their resumes or request information by emailing rdprugh@gmail.com. Salary and
benefits are negotiable.
“Showing God’s Love in All We Do”

Pulpit Minister - New Mexico

Evangelist/Preacher – Urbana, Illinois
Philo Road Church of Christ seeks a full-time evangelist/preacher to work with our
congregation and elders. Our vibrant community features the University of Illinois and
Parkland College, serving 50,000+ students.
In addition to a local food/clothing distribution program, our members are involved
in State Fair evangelism, Illini for Christ campus outreach, youth/teen ministry, and
international support including Caring for Kenya, The Biblical Institute of Central
America, Healing Hands International, and Clothes for Ghana.
Our loving congregation desires to grow spiritually and numerically. The ideal
candidate will have the godliness, maturity, and preaching/ministry skills to take us to
new levels of service, evangelism, and fellowship. To apply, please send cover letter
and resume/CV to Carl Burkybile, cwburkybile@gmail.com.
Find us at livechrist.church.

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

Full-time Associate Minister
The University Church of Christ has an
opening for a full-time associate minister/
youth and family minister. We are located
on the north side of the University of South
Alabama at 5651 Zeigler Boulevard,
Mobile, AL 36608. All interested candidates
are asked to submit a resume to:

Richard Jay (elder)
richard.jay@spireenergy.com
(251) 281-7550

Mayhill Church of Christ, a small (30 member/
no elder) acappella congregation, located in the
beautiful Lincoln National Forest in southern
N.M., is seeking a pulpit minister who is knowledgeable in the scriptures to preach scripturally
sound sermons and teach biblically sound Bible
classes. Must be willing to teach the truth on
controversial topics with love, compassion, and
humbleness. This is an independent contractor
position. Compensation is negotiable. Will
reimburse up to $5,000 for relocation expenses.
Contact: Bobby Moberly (575) 973-8476 or
Larry Dockray (575) 635-5936. Email resumes
to mayhillcoc@outlook.com.

The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the lost
to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us.
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future
not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and a
desire to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership, instruction, and be a role
model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of integrity in all aspects
of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community.
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being open to
sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.
For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Full-time Minister - Southgate, Michigan

The Gateway Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister for our acapella
congregation of 135 post-COVID (220 pre-COVID) members and 4 elders.
Responsibilities include preaching, teaching classes, personal work, and active
participation in other church missions. We are seeking a man with a heart for personal
work and ministry, willing to visit and engage with church members as well as complete
community outreach activities.
Church of Christ background is mandatory. Bachelors Degree in a Bible-related field
preferred as well as at least 5-10 years experience in a full-time minister capacity and
a heart for service to God. The applicant will send a cover letter, resume, list of
recent references, and video/audio links of recent sermons and classes by email to:
secretary@gatewaycofcsouthgate.org, or by mail to:
Gateway Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
14950 Northline Rd
Southgate, MI 48195

Bilingual Minister - Oklahoma
The church in Hennessey, Okla., is looking
for a bilingual minister to reach our Spanish
speaking residents. As part of our outreach
we plan to use an ESL program to tutor
school children and adults. We need a
bilingual minister to lead this program. We
have several teachers getting certified
to teach these ESL classes. We seek a
truly blended congregation, Spanish and
English speakers together in worship,
fellowship, and service. The new minister
will join our English minister already on
staff. The compensation is 40-50K. Send
resumes to Regan Walters at:
waltersregan@yahoo.com
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The Christian Chronicle Crossword

By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

ACROSS
1.
6.
10.
11.

12.
14.
15.

16.
17.
19.

21.
23.

26.

27.

28.
29.

30.

Parable described in Luke 15:
11-32, three words.
They appeared on Aaron’s staff.
Parable described in Matthew
13:1-8.
“During the seven years of
abundance the land produced
large, _____ harvests” (Genesis
41:47, New English Translation).
Female pronoun.
Red twin in the Old Testament.
“And the Lord God called unto
Adam, and said unto him,
Where ___ thou?” (Genesis 3:9,
King James Version).
God gave this to Solomon.
Waste container.
“... to which I have been appointed
a ____ and apostle and teacher
of nations” (2 Timothy 1:11, New
International Version).
“Then Jacob kissed Rachel and
began to ____ aloud” (Genesis
29:11, NIV).
“Even in laughter the heart is
___, and the end of joy is grief.”
(Proverbs 14:13, New Revised
Standard Version).
“Do not ______ with anyone
without cause, when no harm
has been done to you” (Proverbs
3:30, NRSV).
“They shall take up serpents: and
if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them: they shall
____ hands on the sick, and they
shall recover.” (Mark 16:18, KJV).
Curse.
“The way of the Lord is a
stronghold for the honorable
but destruction ____ the malicious.”
(Proverbs 10:29, Christian
Standard Bible).
“Immediately the leprosy left him

BIBLE BOWLING
1. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob:
P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
2. Also known as Cephas:
P __ __ __ __
3. Captain of Pharaoh’s guard:
P __ __ __ __ __ __ __
4. The church’s birthday:
P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
5. The five books of the Law:
P __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38.

5.
7.
8.

9.

13.
17.
18.
20.
22.
23.

32.

34.
36.

38.
39.

and he was _____” (Mark 1:42,
NIV).
“I will open my mouth in parables:
I will ____ things kept secret from
the foundation of the world.”
(Matthew 13:35, CSB).
Church songbooks.
“And the dove came to him in
the evening: an lo, in her
mouth was an olive ___ plucked
off” (Genesis 8:11, KJV).
Carter McKay’s wife during the
fight over the Ewing’s land.
The Lord’s Prayer: “Forgive us
our _____”

DOWN
1.

2.
3.

4.

“And this is how you will be
_____: As surely as Pharaoh
lives, you will not leave this place
unless your youngest brother
comes here” (Genesis 42:15, NIV).
Swaddle.
“He saw that his disciples were
straining at the ____, because
the wind was against them”
(Mark 6:48, NIV).
“Moreover thou shalt make the
____ with ten curtains of fine
twined linen and blue, and

24.

25.
31.
33.
35.
37.

purple, and scarlet” (Exodus
26:1, KJV).
Symphony or sonata for example.
Hungry.
“The Lord who commands armies
makes this ____ vow: “Be sure of
this: just as I have intended, so it
will be” (Isaiah 14:24, NET).
“He had a dream in which he
saw a _______ resting on
the earth, with its top reaching to
heaven” (Genesis 28:12, NIV).
The secret of Samson’s strength.
Engagement.
___ de toilette (French word).
The woman who betrayed
Samson, Judges 16.
One of Paul’s epistles.
“A child who loves wisdom makes
a parent glad, but to keep
company with prostitutes is to
_______ one’s substance”
(Proverbs 29:3, NRSV)
“Saul got up from the ground,
but when he opened his eyes he
could see nothing. So they led
him by the hand into _____”
(Acts 9:8, NIV).
Bible book that describes the
escape from Egypt.
“There is no ____ in love ...”
(1 John 4:18, NIV).
No longer working, abbreviation.
Business degree, abbr.
Santa ___, New Mexico.
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Word Search: And Jesus Prayed
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle

Find the following words inspired by Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane (Matthew 26) and
in the Gospel of John. The unused 35 letters form a sentence. (See Page 38.)
• ARRANGEMENT
• ATTRACTION
• AUTHORIZATION
• CEMENT
• COMMITMENT
• COMMUNION
• CONVERSATION
• CONVERSION
• DELIVERED
• DENIAL
• ELEGANT
• ETERNITY
• EVERLASTING
• FELLOWSHIP

• FORGIVENESS
• FRIENDSHIP
• FULFILL
• GATHERINGS
• GENTLE
• GENUINE
• GRACIOUS
• LIBERTY
• LOVINGLY
• NATURALLY
• NEIGHBORS
• NOVELTY
• NURSES
• OCCUPATION

• OPENNESS
• OPPORTUNITY
• OUTLOOK
• PERSECUTION
• PERSONAL
• PRAYERS
• PROMINENCE
• RATIONALITY
• REALITY
• REASONING
• RELIGION
• RITUAL
• SAVIOR
• SCRIPTURES

Precious souls are studying
God’s word
while improving their English
language skills online.
Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.
3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.
150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.

Join hundreds of others.
Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:
www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher

• SILENCE
• SOLDIERS
• TALENTED
• TEACHER
• TEMPERS
• TESTIMONY
• TRINITY
• TRUTH
• UNDERSTAND
• UNION
• UNUSUAL
• VALUES
• WELLNESS
• YOUTHFUL
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Against All Odds

Coincidence or God’s Providence?
by Johnny Vaughan

The author’s life experiences, as viewed through
the lens of his faith, have strengthened his belief
that life is not simply a series of random events
but rather is a series of providential interventions
by God. Regardless of the circumstances, God
ultimately has our best interests at heart.
The Providence of God.
Available on Amazon.com.

Need a Preacher?
Do you have a great location
in North Texas and can't
afford a preacher?

Maybe we can help.

Call (214) 552-3206
Our brethren will consider weekly
gospel meetings anywhere in the U.S.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
Wisdom in Foolishness

Chisara Umezurike.
Wisdom in
Foolishness.
Christian Faith
Publishing, 2021.
$18.95. Order from
Amazon or B&N.

Sermon/Lesson Preparation

Plague Worship @ Home Radio & Net

770 AM Radio (DFW & North Texas)
11 am-noon & 10 pm

1300 AM (Nashville, TN)
11:30 & 4 pm

1360 AM (Nashville, TN)
Noon & 6:30 pm

1600 AM (Memphis, TN)
4 pm

JOB OPENINGS
Churches:
Concord Street Church of Christ, 626 E Concord St, Orlando, FL 32803,
(321) 438-1718, concordministersearch@gmail.com.
House Springs Church of Christ, 6976 Wild Cherry Dr, House Springs, MO
63051, (314) 265-3644, eric.gilstrap@gmail.com.
Lake Norman Church of Christ, 17634 Caldwell Station Rd, Huntersville, NC
28078, (704) 895-1155. Lakenormancoc.org.
Park Street Church of Christ, 621 Park St, Ashland, OR 97520,
(541) 482-4635, ashlandchurchofchrist621@gmail.com.
Sunnyside Road Church of Christ, 821 N Sunnyside Rd, Decatur, IL 62522,
(217) 423-6218, sunnysidechurch@comcast.net.

Children’s Homes:
Timothy Hill Children’s Ranch, 298 Middle Rd, Riverhead, NY 11901,
(631) 369-1234, www.timothyhill.org.
See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your brief mention classified ad or
email advertising@christianchronicle.org for more information.

Steve Hopple.
Sermon Seeds &
Devotional Reads.
Sunset Institute Press,
2018. $10.99. Order
from Sunset, Amazon,
or Amazon Kindle.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
submissions are paid
advertisements. Visit our website
for more information, or contact
advertising@christianchronicle.org.

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois
The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires to grow
with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African American,
seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. The applicant should possess
sound biblical knowledge and have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal
people skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All interested
persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to the attention of
the leadership:

North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL 62521
(217) 423-2823
Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

Part-time Youth Minister
The Rock Hill Church of Christ in Frisco,
Texas, is looking for a part-time youth minister.
We're a relatively small congregation north
of Dallas with big opportunities before us
and an evangelistic heart. Contact Charles
Haley, elder, at (972) 523-1454 or the church
office at rhillchurch@gmail.com with a
resume and philosophy of ministry.
Rock Hill Church of Christ
9426 PGA Parkway, Frisco, Texas 75035
(972) 523-1454
http://rhcoc.org

Congregations: Limited-time Offer!
Encourage your missionaries at home or overseas by
signing them up for a complimentary subscription to
The Christian Chronicle. We can add them to our email
list, or send print copies monthly, or do both.
Christians with a special heart and passion for our
international brothers and sisters have donated for this
to happen.
If you would also like to make a donation for our
international efforts or add someone to our list, please
contact: lynda@christianchronicle.org.
Bless your
missionaries with an international
subscription!
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Learning to partner with God through holistic missions

I

saiah 58:6-7 is a passage that
news to the poor,” but also “release
we seldom associate with
to the captives and recovery of
mission efforts. Monty Lynn,
sight to the blind, (and) to let the
Rob Gailey and Derran Reese,
oppressed go free.”
however, use Isaiah
These words are explored
In Print
58:6-7 to introduce the idea
within the concept of missio
of holistic mission work in
Dei, that the Father, Son and
their book, “Development
Holy Spirit send the church
in Mission: A Guide for
into the world, not just to
Transforming Global Poverty
promote belief in Jesus, but to
and Ourselves.”
bind up the wounds and heal
Lynn and Reese are
the brokenness of the world.
on the faculty of Abilene
In developing their concept
Christian University, and
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Gailey is a faculty member
authors suggest that the aim
at Point Loma Nazarene
of evangelical Christianity
University. All three have served on
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the mission fields of Africa, Asia, or
the missional spirit of the first
Europe, and all three teach univercentury church.
sity-level courses in missions or
The “Bible testifies to a more
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hearing.”
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In Europe, border crossings and blessings abound

B

SIRET, Romania

order crossings bother me.
It all started in 2004 when I
was traveling from Guatemala
to El Salvador. The border
guard grilled me repeatedly, in
Spanish, about where I was going.
“A preacher’s house in San Miguel”
wasn’t cutting it. Somehow I got in.
So I was a bit on edge as our van
weaved past the
Insight
miles-long cue of
transport trucks
at the Ukrainian
border. When we
came to a stop I
saw no fewer than
seven uniformed
gentlemen standing
behind us. I imagErik Tryggestad ined them spending
hours going through
every single bag and all the supplies
we were taking to our Ukrainian
brethren — including, ahem, adult
disposable undergarments.
Adi Voicu, our driver, jumped out
and talked to the border guards in
Romanian. “They want to know if they
can help carry our bags,” he said.
That’s the kind of kindness I
encountered time and again on our
two-week trip to Eastern Europe.
Audrey Jackson and I were blessed to
be able to do some sneakers-on-theground reporting on the war and its
impact on our family of faith.
Some good friends of The Christian
Chronicle donated funds specifically
for this trip. I pray that we put them
to good use.

Full-time Minister - Escanaba, Mich.
Seeking full-time minister for our
55-member congregation. Preaching,
teaching, and outreach responsibilities. Also
assisting in hosting Let the Bible Speak TV
Ministry. www.letthebiblespeak.net. Starting
salary: $35,000/year. Moving assistance also
included. Send cover letter, resume, and
video samples of lessons to:

escanabacoc@gmail.com
Church of Christ
P.O. Box 751
Escanaba, MI 49829

AUDREY JACKSON

Multiple modes of transport can be seen at Ukraine’s border with Romania.
I can’t think of enough good words
to describe our driver, Adi, who
ministers for a Church of Christ in
Craiova, Romania, when he’s not
driving across Europe. His passport
is full of Ukrainian stamps from the
supply runs he’s made there. He
wears a flak jacket under his bright
yellow-and-gold sweatshirt (the
colors of the Ukrainian flag) when
he crosses the border.
At one point in the trip, near the
Hungarian border, Adi got a phone call
from a Ukrainian family who wanted to
stay in the Craiova church’s building.
“How long are you planning to
stay, until the end of the war or until
a certain time?” he asked. (That is
the question facing thousands of
Ukrainians right now.) After a few
minutes, Adi said, “Don’t worry. We
will take good care of you.”

Discipleship Minister - Jacksonville, Fla.

The San Jose Church of Christ in
sunny Jacksonville, Fla., is looking for a
full-time discipleship minister to join our
tight-knit team. The two primary purposes
of this position are to (1) help lead our
church toward the mission of making
disciples through Jesus-centered
relationships, and to (2) establish long-term
discipling relationships with individuals and
organizations in our local community.
6233 San Jose Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32217
Contact: joel@sjcc.us
Read more at https://sjcc.us/disciplemaker.

I’m indebted to my friend Richard
Baggett for making the arrangements
for the trip. We last traveled to Ukraine
together in 2011 to report on the
50th anniversary of Eastern European
Mission. Richard and his wife, Denise,
had moved to the capital, Kyiv, to serve
as missionaries before COVID-19 and
the war put their plans on pause.
On this trip Richard represented
Sunset International Bible Institute,
which has received more than $1
million for Ukraine aid — $11 of
which came from South Sudanese
refugee preachers in Uganda. To
effectively steward these blessings,
Richard asked Christians about best
practices and long-term strategies to
help the people of Ukraine.
I’m especially thankful to Brandon
Price, director of the Ukrainian Bible
Institute in Kyiv, which is associated
Crossword | From Page 34

with Sunset. When the war started,
he and his family went to Poland and
then to the U.S. He came back as a
part of our team. Walking back into
Ukraine was an emotional experience, to be sure. He was a great
occasional roommate and translator.
We shared part of the journey
with Wes Hawthorne and Jerry
Fox, members of the A&M Church
of Christ in College Station, Texas,
who work with Program for
Humanitarian Aid. The ministry
serves at-risk youths in Ukraine and
is responding to the crisis. Several
A&M members were there helping
set up a supply chain for relief using
a warehouse in Siret.
I’ll have more to say on that soon —
and more to say about the Christians
we met in Slovakia and Poland.
When we came back across the
border from Ukraine, aid workers
from all over Europe asked us if they
could help us with transportation
or housing. A man in priestly robes
handed me coffee.
We are, in fact, “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession” (1 Peter 2:9). For me,
the biggest blessing of this trip was
seeing Christians of multiple nationalities working together, getting to
know each other.
Many church buildings in western
Europe were almost empty, especially
after the pandemic. They’re full again.
ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
Bible Bowling | From Page 34
1) Patriarchs.
2) Peter (John 1:42).
3) Potiphar (Genesis 37).
4) Pentecost (Acts 2).
5) Pentateuch.
Quiz by Steve Whitehead of the British Bible
School, britishbibleschool.com.
Word Search | From Page 35
The unused 35 letters read: “HE WAS THERE
ALONE AND PRAYED TO THE FATHER.”
SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405)
425-5071 or christi@christianchronicle.org.
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A Social Network for Spiritual Growth

Looking for a
trustworthy Bible
study app?
Use Mathetis to study God’s word with friends and family.
Mathetis is a social network for studying interactive Bible
courses together online. It’s easy! Select a course, create a
group, and invite friends to join your study!

learn more at mathetis.org

KINGDOM

C ME

The Kerusso Experience
invites 9th-12th grade
young men to apply for
our weeklong preaching and
ministry symposium at

Harding University

July 2 - 9, 2022.

Our mission is to expose

HARDING UNIVERSITY

students to the sacred task
of Christian preaching through
a week of worship, teaching
and interactive learning

APPLY ONLINE AT HARDING.EDU/KERUSSO

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: DEVIN SWINDLE BY EMAILING
KERUSSO@HARDING.EDU OR CALLING 501-279-4146.

opportunities.
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