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A final song, a familiar end

BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

#12 — AMAZING GRACE
“When we’ve been there 10,000 years, bright 
shining as the sun, we’ve no less days to sing 
God’s praise than when we first begun.”

MANCHESTER, Tenn. 

The final assembly of the Ragsdale 
Church of Christ 
was an old-time 
singing — the kind 

they used to have every 
fourth Sunday.

Charter member Elvie 
Sellers, 97, doesn’t get 
out very often, and her 
family wanted a singing 
on that last Sunday so 
they could bring her 
one more time.

After a few words 
of welcome, preacher 
Paul Coston invited any 
“adult male member of 
the Lord’s church” who 
wanted to lead a song to do so.

“You can come to the front or lead 
from your seat,” he told them. “We’ll 
go until about five minutes till 3. 
Then we’re done.” 

And so they sang, with big, full-
bodied voices, some too high, some 
too low, some led by men who knew 
how to mark the beat and others by 
those who just stood and announced a 
number. No one cared. They just sang.

Old standards with moving parts, 
sentimental favorites, “whatever my 
wife tells me to lead,” quipped one 
of the volunteer leaders — a reper-
toire of memories from well-worn, 
red “Songs of the Church” hymnals, 
including, of course, 728B.

Then about five minutes till 3, Mike 

Sellers, Elvie’s son, took his place 
behind the oak table engraved with the 
words “In remembrance of me.”

After asking if any others had been 
unable to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
that morning, Sellers carried the gold 
tray down the center aisle to his moth-
er’s seat —  two rows from the back 
— to serve her one more time. 

A final prayer. One 
verse of “Blest be the 
Tie.”

And they were done.

#46  — BLEST BE THE TIE 
THAT BINDS
“Blest be the tie that binds our 
hearts in Christian love. 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
is like to that above.”

Ragsdale used to 
be a community of its 
own; now it’s part of 
Manchester, the part on 
the edge of town. After 
exiting Interstate 24 

about an hour south of Nashville, the 
two-mile stretch of Ragsdale Road feels 
like a retreat back in time. The hills 
begin to roll a bit. Lines of trees mark 
off dormant winter fields. If not for a 
winery and one small, newish subdivi-
sion, the three-minute drive could set 
the scene for a Hallmark movie from 
another century.

The 80 or so people who came to 
sing on Sunday, March 6, represented 
21 congregations from Coffee County, 
Tenn., and adjacent communities, 
including two Baptist churches — 
people who had come to say goodbye 
to the church where family or neigh-
bors or friends had once attended.

It had been a long time since that 

RURAL TENNESSEE  congregation closes, 
reflecting trend seen nationwide.

CHERYL MANN BACON

Members of the Ragsdale Church of Christ in Manchester, Tenn., stand 
outside the church building before their final Sunday service.

SPECIAL REPORT: Christians around the world respond to war in Ukraine by helping refugees and raising funds. Pages 16-22
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BETHESDA, Md.

The sun hasn’t risen yet 
as I type this.

It’s still early at the 
Washington, D.C.-area 

hotel where 
I’m staying.

I’m 
attending 
the annual 
meeting of 
the Religion 
News 
Association. 
Because 
of the 
pandemic, 

it’s the professional orga-
nization’s first in-person 
conference in 2½ years.

I first joined RNA more 
than two decades ago 
when I served as religion 
editor for The Oklahoman, 
the daily newspaper in 
Oklahoma City. 

Later, I remained a member 
when I covered religion for 
The Associated Press, based 
first in Nashville, Tenn., and 
later in Dallas. 

And since joining The 
Christian Chronicle staff in 
2005, I’ve maintained my 
RNA ties.

My involvement with RNA 
connects me with many of 
the nation’s top religion 
writers. These journalists 
work for outlets such as AP, 
Religion News Service and 
the Washington Post.

But here’s a secret: 
The quality of journalism 
done here at the Chronicle 
rivals that of any of those 
publications. 

God has blessed this 
newspaper — which 
endeavors to cover real 
news that honors God 
— with an incredibly 
talented team of full-time 

A time to praise
the stellar work 
of my colleagues

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

AUDREY JACKSON

Christians pray during the opening session of Affirming the Faith 2022, hosted by the North MacArthur Church of Christ. 

‘God, where are you?’ 

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

OKLAHOMA CITY

For hundreds of Christians across 
Oklahoma and the surrounding 
states, Affirming the Faith was 
the last thing they did before the 

pandemic.
The 2020 event — a weekend of 

singing, preaching, teaching and fellow-
ship — happened just days before the 
coronavirus, then only beginning to 
go by the name COVID-19, shut down 
businesses and moved many churches 
to an online-only format.

Now, after two years of virus vari-
ants and more than 6 million deaths 
worldwide, more than 700 saints 
reassembled in the auditorium of the 
North MacArthur Church of Christ — 
amid an escalating conflict in Ukraine 
and growing tensions with nuclear-
armed Russia.

Perhaps that’s why Myron Bruce 
opted to lead all four verses of well-
known spiritual hymns: “Farther 
Along,” “Send the Light,” “We Shall 

See the King Someday” and “When 
Peace, Like a River.”

“So many times, when tough stuff 
happens … we don’t know how it can 
get better,” Bruce, preaching minister 
for the Southwest Church of Christ in 
Oklahoma City, told the congregation 
that gathered for Affirming the Faith 
2022. “But we can say, ‘It is well with 
my soul.’”

He even led a verse of the 1873 
Horatio Gates Spafford hymn that 
doesn’t appear in the hymnals in the 
church’s pews:

“Though Satan should buffet, though 
trials should come, let this blest assur-
ance control: that Christ has regarded 
my helpless estate, and has shed his own 
blood for my soul.”

“Surviving the Tough Stuff” was 
the theme of the two-day event, 
sponsored by 25 Churches of Christ. 
Phillip Johnson, pulpit minister for the 
Westside Church of Christ in Norman, 
Okla., delivered the Friday evening 
sermon with a less-than-optimistic title: 
“These Present Sufferings.”

“God, where are you?” It’s a ques-
tion believers have asked in times of 
struggle — especially in the past two 
years, Johnson said. And “in the middle 
of a war, maybe you have that question.”

In response, Johnson asked those 
assembled in the pews 
and those watching 
online to do “the very 
thing that God asked 
Adam and Eve to do, 
that God asked Noah 
to do, the same request 
of you that God made 
of Abraham and Moses 
and Joshua … what 

he asked Gideon to do … the very 
same thing that Esther and David and 
Daniel and Jesus did.

“I’m going to ask you to trust God. 
Tonight we’re the Israelites, right here 
on the banks of the Red Sea,” he said.

Although God’s people faced a 
fearsome enemy in Pharaoh, “God 
made this powerful leader seem really 
small.”

PANDEMIC, WAR AND RACE discussed as Affirming the 
Faith resumes after two turbulent years.

See AFFIRMING, Page 26

Johnson
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staff members and part-time 
contributors.

All one has to do to recognize 
that is turn the pages of this latest 
edition of the Chronicle.

In this issue, we launch the first 
part of our new series on “Where 
have all the churches gone?” 

Our correspondent Cheryl Mann 
Bacon leads that special project 
and reports on the front page from 
Manchester, Tenn., where she 
attended the final Sunday services 
of the Ragsdale Church of Christ.

Cheryl served for 20 years 
as chair of the Department of 
Journalism 
and Mass 
Communication at 
Abilene Christian 
University in 
Texas. In retire-
ment, she has 
become one of the 
Chronicle’s most 
prolific reporters.

She’s a free-
lancer — not a full-
time staff member 
— but we’ve come 
to depend on her. 
Her stories always 
are thorough and 
insightful.

Another big story 
in this issue is the war in Ukraine. 

When Russia launched its attack 
on that Eastern European nation, 
I asked Erik Tryggestad, the 
Chronicle’s president and CEO and 
its longtime international reporter, if 
he ever had reported from Ukraine.

“Four times,” he replied.
I should have remembered that.
Our special report on Ukraine 

features an in-depth piece by Erik 
explaining why Ukraine matters to 
Churches of Christ. It’s exceptional, 
as you’d expect from a journalist who 
has reported firsthand from Ukraine 
so many times. 

Along with Erik’s coverage, our 
correspondent Calvin Cockrell 
explains how churches in the United 
States are finding ways to support 
Ukraine. Calvin, who earned a 
master’s degree in journalism from 
the University of Alabama, joined 
our team on a part-time basis last 
year. He writes stories and keeps our 

social media channels updated with 
fresh content. Besides his Chronicle 
work, he serves as the young adults 
minister for the North Tuscaloosa 
Church of Christ in Alabama.

Another crucial member of our 
news team is Audrey Jackson, the 
Chronicle’s associate editor. 

We hired Audrey this past 
summer after she graduated from 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark., 
with a degree in journalism. You 
may recall my column from several 
months ago introducing her. She’s 
an amazing writer and photographer 
(see her pictures this month from 
the Affirming the Faith conference in 

Oklahoma City).
Finally, you’ll 

notice the byline 
of Hamil Harris 
as you turn the 
Chronicle’s pages 
this month.

 A veteran jour-
nalist who spent 
two decades with 
the Washington 
Post, Hamil 
teaches high 
school journalism 
and preaches for 
the Glenarden 
Church of Christ 
in Maryland. After 
the recent death 

of renowned evangelist Eugene 
Lawton, Hamil bought a train ticket 
and caught up with Lawton’s grieving 
congregation, the Newark Church of 
Christ in New Jersey.

One thing I love about Hamil: 
Every time we talk on the phone, he 
ends the conversation with a prayer 
— for me, my family and, yes, the 
work of the Chronicle.

Hamil is a wonderful writer and 
preacher, and I’m honored to call 
him a friend. I’ve enjoyed catching up 
with him at the RNA meeting.

Speaking of which, sunlight is 
poking through my hotel room’s 
curtain. That’s a sure sign to stop 
typing and prepare for the day.

Thank you for reading and 
supporting the Chronicle. We couldn’t 
do what we do without you.

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby.ross@christianchronicle.
org. Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross. 

JOURNALISM: A time to praise my colleagues
FROM PAGE 3

KAVNEET SINGH

Bobby Ross Jr. and Hamil Harris at the 
Religion News Association meeting.
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NEWARK, N.J.

For the last 44 years, evangelist Charlie E. 
McClendon has traveled from Florida to 
the Newark Church of Christ to preach 
and teach about saving souls.

On a recent Saturday, Eugene Lawton, 
longtime minister for the Newark 
congregation, picked up McClendon, his 
partner in the Gospel, at the airport. Lawton 
dropped off McClendon at his hotel and 
headed to the church building. As Lawton, 85, 
walked up the building’s steps, he suffered a 
fatal heart attack, church leaders said.

Hours after the minister’s March 12 
passing, Newark church leaders decided to go 
forward with the four-day workshop, “Doing 
Evangelism as You Go,” which began the next 
morning during the Bible study hour.

“We were talking evangelism as we came 
from the airport,” McClendon told those 
gathered that Sunday. “Brother Lawton 
would say we should continue to save souls 
and keep souls saved. Saving souls is our 
business, Luke 19:10. We need to do this in 
honor of Brother Lawton.”

“He is not here in person, but he is here 
in spirit,” said McClendon, who serves as 
senior minister and an elder of the Northside 
Church of Christ in Jacksonville. “I believe he 
would want us to use this as an opportunity 
to save more souls.”

Moreover, Lawton would want the church 
to be unified, McClendon told the audience.

“He would want us to be together because 
we are well aware of the devil and how the

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Eugene Lawton, a renowned 
evangelist known as the 
“Gospel Trumpet” among 
Churches of Christ, died 

March 12 at age 85.
“He is now ‘sounding his 

trumpet’ in his new heavenly 
home,” members of the Newark 
Church of Christ in New Jersey, 
where Lawton served for over 
a half-century, posted on the 
congregation’s website.

Lawton, known for his honest, 
“no-nonsense” approach to 
preaching, was fond of the 
trumpet analogy for proclaiming 
the Gospel — a term echoed in 
Scripture throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. After his death, 
the phrase appeared repeatedly 
on social media as friends shared 
their memories of Lawton.

“’Let me sound my trumpet’ 
are the words that resound in 
my head from a little girl to a 
woman of God!” said Felicea 

Robinson. Lawton was “not just 
a soldier of the cross, but a man 
of God who was not afraid to tell 
it like it is and encouraged all to 
do the same.”

A native of St. Petersburg, 
Fla., Lawton was baptized by 
the late S.J. Dudley and studied 
at Southwestern Christian 
College in Terrell, Texas, the 
only historically Black college 
associated with Churches of 
Christ. He earned bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from Pepperdine 
University in California and a 
doctorate in ministry from Trinity 
Seminary in Indiana.

He ministered for the East 
7th Street Church of Christ 
in Oklahoma City from 1959 
to 1961 before moving to the 
Newark congregation. He has 
served in numerous capacities 
for Southwestern Christian, 
including a two-year stint 
as academic dean. He was a 
regular speaker at the National 
Lectureship, an annual gathering 

of predominantly Black 
Churches of Christ, in addition 
to youth conferences and Gospel 
meetings in locales across the 
U.S., the Caribbean and Africa.

On Jan. 28, his 85th birthday, 
Lawton posted to Facebook, 
“After all that I have been 
through, I thank God for 
his majestic grace and his 
marvelous goodness to wake me 
up this morning.

“I am still clothed in my right 
mind, got a roof over my head, 
got food on my table, got the 
activity of my limbs and still 
preaching every Sunday — oh 
praise his holy name.”

As recently as March 2, 
Lawton was on social media 
promoting an upcoming church 
growth seminar hosted by 
the Newark congregation and 
featuring Charlie McClendon, 
minister for the Northside 
Church of Christ in Jacksonville, 
Fla. The theme: “No Pandemic 
Can Lockdown My Soul!”

‘Gospel Trumpet’ dies at 85

HAMIL HARRIS

The Newark Church of Christ during the workshop.
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In 2019, the late Eugene Lawton delivers a keynote at Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, Tenn.

Church growth
seminar proceeds
after minister dies

EUGENE LAWTON, longtime minister for the Newark Church 
of Christ in New Jersey, ‘was not afraid to tell it like it is.’ 

See LAWTON, Page 6
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devil can get among us.  … He would 
want us to love one another. We want 
to build on the foundation that Dr. 
Lawton has laid.”

During the Sunday morning Bible 
class, which also was streamed on 
YouTube, McClendon said Lawton 
had inspired men all over the 
brotherhood. 

“But we are not here because of 
brother Lawton,” he reminded the 
audience.  “We are here because of 
Jesus Christ.”

Citing Romans 15:1-7, he told them, 
“Members must learn to receive one 
another. … We got to be patient with 
one another if we are going to be of 
one mind in saving souls.”

Newark church member Michael 
Graves was one of several who 
prayed before the lesson began.

“We are joyful that brother 
Lawton ran his race and finished 
his course,” Graves said. “Lord, 
we are thankful for this man who 
touched many lives. Help us to heal 
our hearts. We don’t grieve without 
hope. Brother Lawton has earned 
his mansion, robe and crown.”

Fellow church member Weston 
Paton prayed for the Spirit “to carry 
on this great work.”

“We mourn the loss of a great 
soldier,” Paton said. “Lord, have 
mercy upon us. We have learned 
so much from this hard-fighting 
soldier. We stand in the unity of one 

Lord, one faith and one baptism. Let 
his life be an example to us.”

During his sermon, McClendon 
said the day brought mixed 
emotions, both sad and joyful.

“I have been coming here since 
1978,” the late minister’s friend said. 
“Brother Lawton wanted souls to 
be saved. This workshop is done in 
his honor. Brother Lawton spent his 
whole life working to get people to 
be baptized.”

Lawton had conducted his final 
service at Newark on March 10 at a 
Thursday night Bible study.  Seated 
in his large, high-back chair in the 
pulpit, he opened his Bible.

“I am going to my grave believing 
that there is power in prayer. How 
many of us are praying about the 
situation in Ukraine?” Lawton said, 
quoting Psalms 37:25, “I was young 
but now I am old, but I have never 
seen the righteous forsaken.”

When Lawton extended the 
invitation that evening for baptism 
and restoration, he knew those 
who responded by their names. 
Then before the closing prayer, 
his final words to his congregation 
encouraged them to attend the 
workshop and to learn how to save 
souls.

“You come, and bring somebody 
with you,” Lawton told them. “This 
is a soul-winning event. If you don’t 
know how to win souls for Christ, 
this is your opportunity to do so.”

LAWTON: ‘This is a soul-winning event’

HAMIL HARRIS

Charlie McClendon, center, with Brian E. Coleman and Chris Turner at the church.

FROM PAGE 5
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COLORADO 
RIFLE — Jonathan Phillips, preaching 
minister for the Rifle Church of 
Christ, is raising funds for youth 
suicide prevention by selling his 
photography prints in two shops — 
the Whistle Pig Coffee Stop in Rifle 
and Colorado Drifters Coffee & Fly 
Shop in New Castle.

Phillips intends to donate all 
proceeds raised 
by the sales to the 
Second Wind Fund, 
a nonprofit orga-
nization in Denver 
that connects youth 
at risk for suicide 
with mental health 
resources. Phillips 
said his work as a 
minister and his own 
life experience inspired him to raise 
money for the nonprofit. 

“If this fundraising effort could 
affect just one life, then it would 
be worth it,” Phillips told the Post 
Independent newspaper. “I really 
think that any young person who 
needs someone to talk to should 
have that available to them.”

INDIANA
AUBURN  — The Auburn Church 
of Christ celebrated its 50th 
anniversary recently. A weekend full 
of events, featuring the theme “He 
Is My Firm Foundation,” focused 
on prayer, worship, fundraising and 
community service. 

Founded by five families in the 
home of Bill and Jeanne Butler in 
1972, the Auburn church supports 
many missions, including Great Lakes 
Christian College, Trine Christian 
Campus House, DeKalb County 
Impact Corp. (Hearten House), West 
Africa Christian Mission, Lake James 
Christian Camp & Retreat Center, 
Woodburn Christian Children’s Home 
and Latin American Ministries led by 
Bill and Bette Loft. 

Senior minister Andy Grimes, who 
has served the church since 2016, 
said he is proud of age diversity in 
the congregation. 

“We are a multigenerational 
church,” Grimes told KPCNews. 
“There’s lots of young families with 
children but also ‘senior saints,’ 
veterans of life in church ministry. … 
Kind of everywhere in between.”

Phillips

Teenagers gather around a campfire for an evening devotional at Usery 
Mountain Regional Park during the “Gram Adventure” sponsored by the Mesa 
Church of Christ in Arizona. The fourth meeting of this annual event featured 
an outdoor Instagram nature scavenger hunt that ended with a picnic, 
worship and a lesson led under the stars by Joel Soumar, the Mesa church 
youth minister, on God’s creation.

Using Instagram to capture God’s creation
PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/CENTRALPHOENIXURBANMINISTRY 
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many folks filled Ragsdale’s white 
block building. The week before, 
there were only eight, including the 
preacher.

Coston preached at Ragsdale 
for 19 years. Paid weekly in cash 
for his services, he’d never had a 
raise. He retired last year from his 
full-time job as chief operator of 
the Manchester sewer system. In 
years past he worked as a licensed 
embalmer. In his black suit with 
thinning gray hair draping his col-
lar, he looks a bit like the friendly 
undertaker from a western movie. 
But, he explained in matter-of-fact 
fashion, people don’t embalm the 
dead as often as they used to, so 
he’s given up that trade.

Death and its accoutrements 
are commonplace in Manchester. 
Several members work at the 
Batesville Casket Company. Kenny 
Smartt, the church treasurer and 
caretaker whose grandparents gave 
the land for the church back in 
1954, retired from Batesville a few 
years ago after back surgery. His 
brother-in-law Mike Tillman — who 
led singing at the final service — 
still works there, as does Gary 

Elam, who was the 
first visitor to arrive 
that final Sunday 
morning. Elam’s 
father preaches for 
Manchester’s Black 
congregation.

Smartt’s mother, 
Emily, 87, has com-
piled a list of 21 mem-

bers who have died over the years. 
For a congregation that topped 
out at about 70 on Sundays several 
decades ago, that’s a lot of funerals. 
One took place just days earlier. 
Another was for Kenny’s wife, Pam, 
who died a year ago.  

Kenny’s grief, still fresh, made a 
hard day even harder, and he tapped 
a friend to help serve communion 
that morning, uncertain he could 
maintain his composure to lead a 
prayer for the elements.

 
#105 — THE LORD’S SUPPER
“When we meet in sweet communion where 
the feast divine is spread, hearts are brought 

in closer union while partaking of the bread. 
Precious feast all else surpassing, wondrous 
love for you and me, while we feast Christ gen-
tly whispers: ‘Do this in my memory.’”

 Despite the emotion, Kenny is 
circumspect about the decision to 
close. “It’s hard to operate and do 
any good when you’ve only got eight 
to 10 people,”  he said. 

And it wasn’t just 
the pandemic. Closing 
was imminent before 
that.

Funds from a trust 
established by the 
late R.W. Comer — a 
one-time traveling 
salesman who found 
success as a manufac-
turer in the early 20th 
century — forestalled 
the inevitable. The 
Ragsdale church was 
one of thousands 
of congregations 
in Kentucky and 
Tennessee that benefited from the 
trust money, distributed 75 years 
after Comer’s death. 

“We’d have done been closed if 
not for money we received from 
brother Comer, who owned DeeCee 
overalls factories that used to be all 
over in the South,” Kenny said.

Coston attributes Ragsdale’s 
decline and the shrinking of other 

small congregations to location, 
societal changes and economics. 
Young people have left the region 
seeking employment, he said, and 
generational changes contribute as 
well.

“The first generation is fired up, 
enthusiastic and dedicated to God. 

… The second gen-
eration goes through 
the motions. The third 
generation doesn’t 
care,” he wrote in 
an essay about the 
phenomenon.

Over lunch at the 
J&G Pizza and Steak 
House after the final 
Sunday morning ser-
vice, some members 
talked about losing 
young families to con-
gregations that could 
provide age-specific 
Sunday school classes 
and youth activities. 

Some others thought that was a 
poor excuse to leave. Regardless, 
they left.

Coston also alluded to an 
undefined controversy in the early 
1980s after which, he said, mostly 
those with close ties to founding 
members remained.

Somewhere in that conflation of 
decline, a congregation that was 

thriving 50 years ago dwindled 
until closing its doors was the only 
option.

 
#518 – THE LORD HAS BEEN MINDFUL OF ME
“Much more than my grief and my sorrow, 
much more than adversity,
much more than the all I have given, the Lord 
has been mindful of me!”

Coston introduced his final 
sermon as “the last lesson of the 
Ragsdale Church of Christ.” 

But before starting on the first 
point, he recounted some history.

Ragsdale began as a “planter 
church” in the early 1950s; such 
churches were intended to take 
the Gospel out of the county seats 
and population centers to smaller 
communities. The congregation 
met for a while in a school building. 
Often, he said, it was just a handful 
of women and one man, R.H. Carr, 
who led singing, preached and 
served communion.

After a few years, L.L. and Annie 
Austell, Emily Smartt’s parents, 
donated land to build the building 
from the “100 acres, more or less,” 
where they farmed. L.L. also drove 
a road grader and painted houses. 
Annie was a school teacher.

“They donated an acre of ground, 
and this building was built. And the 
congregation began to thrive, and it 
existed for 70-something years,” the 
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Church members and visitors from 21 congregations pose for a group photo outside the Ragsdale Church of Christ on March 6. 

FROM PAGE 1

CLOSURE: ‘We step into the annals of church history’

Smartt

‘The first generation is 
fired up, enthusiastic 

and dedicated to 
God. … The second 

generation goes 
through the motions. 
The third generation 

doesn’t care.’
Paul Coston, about how generational 
changes contribute to church closures. 



preacher said.
In the thriving years, the con-

gregation supported at least three 
men as they prepared to preach. 
One of them, Kip Green, preacher 
and elder for the North Jefferson 
Church of Christ in Birmingham, 
Ala., graduated from Freed-
Hardeman University in 1999.

Green said his grandparents, 
Earvin and Thelma Green, “first 
began attending the Lord’s church 
at Ragsdale way back in the mid-
’50s.”  He called the congregation’s 
support a sign of confidence and 
heritage.

Neat, handwritten entries in a worn 
red ledger from the 1970s detail other 
Ragsdale efforts — support for Samoa 
Mission, for the East End church and 
Sunny Acres children’s home. 

“We’re grateful,” Coston said, 
pausing. “We think of all the good. 
Remember that — all the good.”

 
#42 — BEULAH LAND
“My Savior comes and walks with me, and sweet 
communion here have we; he gently leads me by 
his hand, for this is heaven’s borderland.”

The Smartts sold most of the 
original acreage a few years back 
to a young farmer, Greg Barton, 
who attends a nearby congregation. 
The acre where the Ragsdale 
building stands will become his as 
well in exchange for his donation 
to Churches of Christ Disaster 
Relief Effort Inc. in Nashville. After 
final expenses are covered,  any 
remaining church funds will also go 
to the relief agency.

“So many places have built new 
buildings, and other denominations 
have bought the old buildings,” 
Kenny Smartt explained. “That’s not 
what my grandfather wanted.” 

So rather than sell to a group that 
might not worship in what Smartt 
called “the New Testament way,” the 
building will be torn down, replaced 
by fields of corn or soybeans or 
maybe wheat.

“It’ll be sad to see it gone, but 
that’s the way my grandfather would 
have wanted it.”

Three houses remain on the 
original land, one owned by Emily, 
who raised Kenny and his sisters 
there; another by Kenny; and a third 
by Coston.

The east window of Kenny’s home 
looks out toward the church building. 
When he saw people begin to gather 

for the singing, he loaded up in the 
truck and headed over to unlock it.

“It’s been hard on my mother,” 
Kenny said. She has lived on the 
property since 1957.  

“I’m holding up better than I 
thought I would,” Emily said softly 
during the singing.  

She has gone there all her life. 
She remembers her mother making 
clothes for Honduran orphans the 
church once helped. She remem-
bers being there with her parents 
and late husband.

She said she hopes Ragsdale will 
be remembered as a congregation 
“that put all of our faith and trust 
and love into the Lord who we knew 
would be walking beside us every 
step we took — if we were walking 
like he had told us to do.”

 
#24 — ANYWHERE IS “HOME”
“Anywhere is home, let come and go what may, 
anywhere I roam, he keeps me all the way; So 
for his dear sake, my cross I’ll meekly bear, any-
where is home, if Christ, my Lord is there.”

“Today,” Coston said as he con-
cluded his final sermon, “it’s my 
duty to encourage members to start 
worshiping in another congregation 
of your choice. We have plenty of 
places to worship our God, and 
we’ll go and worship regularly. 
We step into the annals of church 
history.”

 People keep asking him, “What 
are you going to do?” he said.

“Well,” he replies, “I’m going to 
worship God every Sunday.”

 
#286 —LIVING BY FAITH
“Living by faith, in Jesus above, trusting, con-
fiding in his great love; from all harm safe in 
his sheltering arm, I’m living by faith and feel 
no alarm.”

“The other day I was planting 
more daffodils,” Coston reflected. 
“It’s one of the very first flowers of 
late winter and early spring. But the 
daffodils bloom about seven days, 
and they’re gone. Life is like the 
daffodils.” 

It doesn’t come with guarantees.
“Sears and Roebuck came up with 

that idea,” he said.
Instead, he told them, life is like 

grass.
“It’s not long from the first of 

March to the last of October — 
about 25 mowings if you mow every 
week.” 

Then it’s gone.
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Church members and visitors sing at the Ragsdale Church of Christ’s last 
congregational meeting before closing permanently on March 6. 

Emily Smartt, daughter of the Austells who donated the land to the Ragsdale 
church in 1954, prays with the congregation at the last Sunday service.
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MANCHESTER, Tenn. 

When the Ragsdale Church of 
Christ closed its doors on 
March 6, it joined hundreds 
of other congregations 

nationwide that have ceased to exist. 
Churches of Christ reached their 

peak in about 1990 with 1,684,872 
adherents and 13,174 churches, 
according to a national directory 
published by 21st Century Christian. 

“A trend of decline set in at that 
point, which has now 
become a significant loss,” 
church growth scholar Stan 
Granberg reported in his 
2018 case study on the fellow-
ship’s growth and decline. 

In the past three decades, 
the number of adherents 
has declined to 1,447,271 — 
down 237,601, or 14 percent. 
The number of congrega-
tions has fallen to 11,965 — 
down 1,209, or 9 percent. 

Those figures are based on the 
2018 edition of “Churches of Christ 
in the United States,” and anecdotal 
evidence suggests further decline. 
The COVID-19 pandemic, which 
has hurt church attendance at many 
congregations, also has delayed the 
latest edition of the directory.

“Where have all the 
churches gone?” is a 
Christian Chronicle 
project that will share 
the stories of some of the 
congregations that have 
closed in recent years.  

Beyond that, this 
special series will 
consider where the 
people go, what becomes 
of the property and 
resources and what 
common denominators exist among 
the churches that shut their doors.

Although Churches of Christ are 
found in all 50 states, five Southern 
states contain more than half of the 
total number of adherents: Texas, 
Tennessee, Alabama, Arkansas 
and Oklahoma.  Indeed, Texas and 
Tennessee combine for more than 
a third of the total. Of the roughly 
200 congregations that have closed 
just since 2014, at least 30 each 
were in Tennessee and Texas. And 
each week, emails arrive telling 

about others.  
So, appropriately, the Chronicle 

project’s journey begins in rural 
Tennessee — at a tiny church that for 
70 years met in a white block building 
off a two-lane road, adjacent to the 
fields once farmed by the family that 
provided the land. 

It will not end there because 
churches in cities are also closing. 

Whether urban or rural, the over-
whelming majority of Churches of 

Christ — 85 percent — are 
under 200 in attendance, the 
2018 directory notes. More than 
half, even before the pandemic, 
had an average attendance of 
just 34 people, according to 
Granberg’s study. So it’s not the 
pandemic’s fault.

Churches of Christ possess 
“hidden, forgotten, and often 
rich resources that could serve 
us well — if we knew about 

them, if we knew something of our 
own story,” Jack Reese wrote in his 
recent book, “At the Blue Hole: Elegy 
for a Church on the Edge.” Reese is 
a longtime minister and former dean 
of the College of Biblical Studies at 
Abilene Christian University in Texas. 

Organizations such as the Heritage 
21 Foundation have formed to help 

Churches of Christ rein-
vent themselves, or close 
in a fashion that preserves 
their legacy and supports 
the planting of new, viable, 
even vibrant churches.  

Looking to our history, 
and to the road ahead, 
will be part of the story as 
well. In the words of that 
old hymn belted out by 
Christians at Ragsdale’s 
final service, “Living 

by faith in Jesus above, trusting, 
confiding in his great love, from all 
harm safe in his sheltering arms. I’m 
living by faith and feel no alarm.”

The future will be different. But it 
remains in his arms.

CHERYL MANN BACON is a Christian Chronicle 
correspondent who served for 20 years as chair of the 
Department of Journalism and Mass Communication 
at Abilene Christian University. In retirement, 
she is enjoying freelance writing and consulting, 
especially with churches. Contact her at cheryl@
christianchronicle.org.

Closing trend began before COVID-19

Perspective

Cheryl Mann Bacon
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ARE YOU WANTING TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Houseparents   

We are looking for a Christian couple to come and work with children from 
hard places. You would work with children from the age of 12 to 18. 
These children need a great Christian example; is that Christian example 
YOU? 
We hire both the husband and the wife. The compensation will be based 
on experience. There are other benefits. Call for more details.  

Jon O’Keefe, Executive Director
Pine Vale Children’s Home

1872 CR 700
Corinth, MS 38834

(662) 286-6555     jon.okeefe@pinevalech.com
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Single Parent Supervisor
          *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
          *Supervise single parents and other staff
            who work with them
          *Required to live on campus, which
            includes house and utilities as part of compensation

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

On-campus Houseparents
           *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
           *Competitive pay
           *Rewarding work serving “the least of these”

Contact Chris Hagan: (270) 843.3038 or Chris@potterministries.org

Call:



NZUMA, Zimbabwe — COVID-19 
claimed more than lives in this 
southern African nation. The 
pandemic also killed churches.

Tinotenda Njeme, a student at 
the Mutare School of Preaching, 
traveled to this village in 
Zimbabwe’s Chikomba District for 
his field practice. The small Church 
of Christ, which had stopped 
in-person worship during the 
pandemic, had dwindled to three 
members and wasn’t meeting. 

“The existing preacher’s house 
was vandalized and not conducive 
for habitation,” with damaged 
windows, doors and roofing, 
Njeme said. “I quickly made my 
evangelism program, visitation 
program, follow-up schedule. 
In addition, I started attending 
funerals in the communities, 
visiting the sick.” He also spoke 
at local schools and enrolled 
students in World Bible School 
correspondence courses.

The church now has 21 
members, Njeme said. 

“I appeal for assistance to repair 
the preacher’s house (and to) 
purchase benches as members 
are increasing,” he said. The 
minister also asked for Bibles and 
for a borehole to provide fresh 
water for the church facility.

The Hillcrest Church of Christ 
in Abilene, Texas, supports the 
Mutare School of Preaching. See 
hillcrestonline.com.

PHILIPPINES
OLANGO ISLAND — A medical mission 
team from Churches of Christ in the 
Philippines traveled to this island 
in the Central Visayas to assist in 
recovery efforts three months after 
Super Typhoon Odette.

In addition to helping with 
rebuilding efforts and conducting 
checkups, volunteers with MARCH 
for Christ distributed New 
Testaments written in the local 
dialect, vitamins and health food 
supplements. Team leader Chito 
Cusi preached about God’s love. 
Jhobert Sabang, a preacher in 
nearby Lapu-Lapu City, and his wife 

Jessica assisted the team.
Cusi described the team as 

“a happy bunch, serving people 
blessed with the love of God.”

SENEGAL
DAKAR — A Church of Christ that 
formerly was meeting under a tent 
has a new, albeit temporary, home 
as the rainy season approaches.

The Zac Mbao congregation, which 
meets in the capital of this predomi-
nantly Muslim, West African nation, 
recently completed construction of a 
small meeting place, said missionary 
Arnold Dzah. The church had begun 
construction of a larger facility a few 
years ago, but “rainfall and the insur-
gence of unpredicted COVID-19 
distorted every plan,” Dzah said.

Although the new facility will be a 
temporary home for the church, it 
will be used for the church’s long-
term plans, Dzah said. 

“The room shall be used as training 
center,” he said. “We want to open a 
tailoring, hair dressing and computer 
training center for the youth — both 
within and outside the membership.”

ZAMBIA
ZIMBA — “Every life matters,” even 
the lives of the incarcerated. 

That was the theme of a weekend 
lectureship on prison ministry 

hosted by the Zimba 
Church of Christ in 
this southern African 
nation. Three gradu-
ates of Daybreak Bible 
College conducted the 
seminar. 

“When you know 
God you will have the 
energy to serve him, 

boldness to share him and content-
ment in him,” said one of the gradu-
ates, Rodrick Maambo.

Daybreak Bible College also 
hosted a prison ministry workshop 
on its campus, about 20 miles south 
of Zambia’s capital, Lusaka.

“This is a much-needed ministry 
as prisoners in Zambia live in over-
crowded prisons and must be fed by 
their families,” according to a recent 
Zambia Missions newsletter. “This puts 
an enormous strain on the family. ... 
Many families are not able to provide.”
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Richard Rono, left, a member of the Siomo Church of Christ in Kenya, welcomes fellow church leaders to a recent 
gathering in Kipsinende, site of a new church plant. Speakers included David Tonui, administrator for the Nairobi Great 
Commission School. “For the purpose of spearheading church growth ... churches come together and choose leaders 
to oversee their plans and to raise funds together toward a given project,” Tonui told The Christian Chronicle. “On this 
particular day ... we raised funds for purchase of a church plot. The target was $3,000 U.S.” During the gathering, Tonui 
thanked the leaders “for the sacrifices you are making for the expansion of God’s kingdom and to his glory.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DAVID TONUI 

Congregations in Kenya join forces to fund a church plant

Maambo

S P O T L I G H T

Reviving a 
COVID victim

CHITO CUSI

Evelyn Ignacio consulted with 80 
patients during one day of the mission. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MUTARE SCHOOL OF PREACHING

Tinotenda Njeme stands with 
church members before a recent 
baptism in Nzuma, Zimbabwe.
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Members of a Church of 
Christ in the Romanian 
city of Cluj-Napoca loaded 
a trailer with food, clean-
ing supplies, medicine 

and tourniquets. Before making the 
seven-hour journey east to Ukraine, 
they plastered to the back of the 
trailer a sign reading, in large letters, 
“HUMANITARIAN AID.” 

Meanwhile, in northern Ukraine, 
workers with a church-supported 
ministry loaded kids into a van. 
Before making the long journey west 
to a refugee shelter near Ukraine’s 
borders with the European Union, 
they plastered the vehicle with red 
tape, spelling out, in Russian, the 
word “CHILDREN.”

“The evacuation was a risky 
move,” Andrew Kelly said, “consid-
ering other attempts had been made 
by neighbors who were shot or 
blown up by RPGs (rocket-propelled 
grenades) in the process.”

The children made it safely to the 
shelter, but “their journey is not 
yet complete,” said Kelly, founder 
of Jeremiah’s Hope, a ministry that 
serves orphans and at-risk children 
in Ukraine. He and his coworkers 
were busy securing housing and the 
necessary paperwork to relocate the 
children in the EU.

More than a month after Russia 
began its incursion into Ukraine, 
“the world is witnessing the greatest 
humanitarian and ref-
ugee crisis in Europe 
since World War II,” 
Kelly said. Some 4 
million refugees have 
fled the country. 
Millions more have 
left their homes in 
eastern and central 
Ukraine and are 
huddled in shelters 
— and church build-
ings — in the west.

Still others are 
trapped in cities that 
have been all but oblit-
erated by Russian artillery. In the port 

city of Mariupol, 33 Christians were 
taking shelter in the meeting place of a 
Church of Christ at press time.

“No one was able to hear anything 
from them for 20 days or so,” said 
Brandon Price, one of the church 
members who relayed the news. “We 
still don’t know how they are doing, 
how many have tried to evacuate, if 
the preacher who had been grazed 
by a bullet on his head is still in the 
hospital. ... There is still so much we 
don’t know.”

‘WILL I EVER SEE MY MOTHER AGAIN?’
Price, an American, works with the 

Ukrainian Bible Institute in Ukraine’s 
capital, Kyiv, a school 
associated with 
Churches of Christ.

When explosions 
began Feb. 24, Price 
and his family made 
the painful decision 
to leave. They loaded 
their car and headed 
west toward Poland. 

“Our safest places 
are under attack,” 
Alexander Rodichev 
told The Christian 
Chronicle, as the 
attacks began. 

Rodichev worked with a Church 

of Christ in Dnipro, a city on the 
Dnieper River that separates east and 
west Ukraine. He planned to house 
evacuees fleeing from farther east. 
But soon Dnipro also was under 
fire. Rodichev loaded his family in 
a car. A friend filmed him hugging 
the church building and bestowing it 
with a kiss before he headed west. 

At press time, Rodichev was work-
ing congregations in southwestern 
Ukraine. He and fellow church 
members buy food for the displaced 
Ukrainians living there — some 
of them in the church building 
— and helps to ferry women and 
children to the Romanian border. 
Congregations including the church 
in Cluj-Napoca provide relief supplies.

Price and his family are working 
with a Church of Christ in Sopot, 
Poland, which is housing about 50 
Ukrainians, said Molly Dawidow, a 
longtime missionary in Sopot. 

Her daughter, Annabelle Dawidow, 
coordinated a group of volunteers, 
who assembled 26 bunk beds for 
the refugees. She worked with an 
electrician, a plumber and the city’s 
sanitation system to make sure the 
facility was ready.

The congregation is one of many 
across Europe housing refugees.

In France, a small church that 

meets in a retreat center about three 
hours west of Paris has become a 
temporary home for Ukrainian fami-
lies. As a result, the congregation’s 
size has nearly quadrupled, said 
missionary Zoobi Jones. She and her 
husband, Jerry, spend long days car-
ing for the needs of their guests. 

“It’s remarkable how these coura-
geous women and children are cop-
ing, smiling in spite of it all,” Zoobi 
Jones said. “But it’s easy to see that 
often they are physically here, but of 
course their minds are far away.”

Julia Kachuck, a church member in 
the eastern Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, 
took shelter with her daughter in a 
subway tunnel as the attacks began. 
Now they are staying with another 
church member in 
France, Sherry Pogue, 
who is housing 11 
women and children.

“Will I ever see 
my mother again?” 
Kachuk wrote in a 
social media post. “We 
are scattered all over 
the earth. … I’m just 
crying. I can’t hold back the tears. 
Should I be ashamed of this? 

“My home now, it’s a suitcase 
and a path — a path to a place (I) 
don’t know yet. We are the pilgrims. 
All I know is that God is leading 
somewhere.”

PRAYING FROM WINTER TO SPRING
Back in Ukraine, Dima Grischuk 

drove east on a snow-covered road. 
He passed a small line of cars — all 
headed west.

“You see, here is 
the real winter,” the 
minister said in a 
video posted to social 
media. “We have 400 
kilometers (to go), 
and we really hope 
that the weather will 
get better.”

Through Let’s Love, a ministry 
Grischuk launched after parts of 
eastern Ukraine fell to pro-Russian 
separatists in 2014, he coordinates 
caravans of Christians who take 

‘Lay down your weapons. Stop shooting.’
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Kachuk

Ukrainian Christians, scattered across Europe, deliver aid as they pray for Russia to end its invasion.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ALEXANDER RODICHEV

In southwestern Ukraine, a red cross adorns the side of a van driven by 
Church of Christ members who transport Ukrainians, some of them disabled, 
to Ukraine’s western border with nations of the European Union. 

JEFF ABRAMS

A Christian couple says goodbye 
on the Polish border. Men of 
conscription age (18 to 60) were 
banned from leaving Ukraine. 

Grischuk
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‘They’re shelling these areas 
where I’ve filmed children 
playing,” Justin Ardrey 
said, “and those same 

bridges that I have crossed in order 
to go film VBSes in the summer 
are the same bridges that people 
are now huddled under.”

Like many church members in the 
U.S., Ardrey has a personal connec-
tion to Ukraine. The communication 
minister for the Sycamore View 
Church of Christ in Memphis, Tenn., 
last visited the Eastern European 
nation in 2019. He filmed scenes for 
a video promoting the congregation’s 
3:16 Global Missions Offering. 

Sycamore View sponsors Dima 
Grischuck and his wife, Julia. 
Dima Grischuck is a teacher at the 
Ukrainian Bible Institute in Kyiv and 
the founder of Let’s Love Ministries.

When the conflict started, 
Sycamore View members held an 
online prayer vigil to “cry out to 
God together on behalf of Ukraine 
— and even Russia.”

In Cumming, Ga., the Grace 
Chapel Church of Christ also held 
a vigil with nearly 150 attendees. 

Though most of the church’s mis-
sion work is in Mexico and India, 
elder Dallas Rodgers said that 
many members have 
personal connections 
to Ukraine.

The vigil was 
anchored by Mark 
11:23, where Jesus 
tells his disciples, “If 
anyone says to this 
mountain, ‘Go, throw 
yourself into the sea,’ 
and does not doubt in their heart but 
believes that what they say will hap-
pen, it will be done for them.”

“We felt that’s what Tuesday night 
was calling us to,” Rodgers said of 
the vigil. “Let’s pray big.”

A RESCUE MISSION
In Alabama, the Madison Church 

of Christ helped Ukrainian Kate 
Gladkykh — a teacher at the ABC 
Bible School in Kramatorsk — 
escape from her home, through 
Poland and to the U.S. Last 

year, when a group of about 25 
from Madison attended Camp 
Amerikraine — a Christian sum-
mer camp put on collaboratively by 
American and Ukrainian churches — 
Gladkykh served as their translator.

All the families who went on that 
trip were at the airport to greet 
Gladkykh when she arrived. 

Jordan Abrams, Madison’s youth 
minister, said he’s known Kate 
since she was about 10. Now she’s 
in her late 20s. He remembers the 
day she was baptized.

“She is like a sister 
to me and my fam-
ily,” Abrams said. 
Gladkykh is staying 
with Abrams’ sister 
and was also in her 
wedding. That’s why 
she had a U.S. visa 
and was able to enter 
the country. Others 
— including Gladkykh’s parents and 
sister — have not been so fortunate.

Abrams has tried to contact immi-
gration lawyers and legislators who 
might be able to help get more refu-
gees to the U.S. He has Christians 
who are ready to take them in. 
Meanwhile, his family is using con-
nections to get refugees into the 
Netherlands, Belgium and France.

A LONG-TERM NEED FOR HELP
Congregations across the nation 

have raised money, totaling in the 

hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
for Ukraine. 

“There’s a lot of need on their 
end for cash to get the food and 
the drugs and the clothes,” said 
Thereasa “Susie” Winnett, a member 
of Grace Chapel and the founder of 
Teach One Reach One Ministries. 
“They need a lot of funds.”

Her nonprofit provides Christian 
educational resources for ministries 
and parents around the world. 

She noted that Ukrainians are 
seeing a lot of social media posts 

from people in the 
U.S., even people 
they don’t know, 
and are “just over-
whelmed emotion-
ally, as you can 
imagine.”

But Christians 
shouldn’t forget 
about Ukraine once 

the moment passes, she added.
“In a few months, in a few years, 

the media is going to move on,” 
she said. “Most non-Christians are 
going to move on, and it will just be 
a faint memory.

“I just want to encourage 
people to stay enthusiastic, to stay 
engaged, because it’s really going 
to take everybody to really work 
hard to help rectify this — even if it 
were to end tomorrow.”

HOW TO HELP: Page 22

supplies to congregations in hard-hit 
areas. They help churches set up 
bomb shelters and deliver aid. And 
they offer rides back west to women 
and children who want to leave.

More and more Ukrainians are 
opting to leave. In Kyiv, minister 
Sasha Prokopchuk sent his family 
west toward Europe while he and 
his son stayed to continue their 
video ministry. Prokopchuk, who 
once served in the Soviet army, has 
preached for Churches of Christ in 
the eastern city of Donetsk, now 
controlled by the separatists. He 
moved the ministry to Kyiv.

In a recent video, Prokopchuk talked 
about the sounds Ukrainians usually 
hear as spring approaches — birds 
chirping. Now, he said, “Our children, 
our grandchildren hear the explosions 
of shells, and the sky is on fire.”

He appealed to the Russian sol-
diers making their way toward Kyiv.

“Listen! Before it’s too late, you have 
a chance,” Prokopchuk said. “Lay 
down your weapons. Stop shooting.”

Perhaps some soldiers would view 
such an act as a betrayal of their 
country, the minister said. “But 
what is betrayal? Betrayal is when 
you shoot at your friends, relatives, 
acquaintances, neighbors, brothers.”

He mentioned Jesus’ betrayal in 
Matthew 26, when the apostle Peter 
drew his sword and cut off the ear 
of the high priest’s servant.

“I quote: ‘Return your sword to its 
place, for all — for all — who take 
the sword will perish by the sword.’” 
Prokopchuk read. 

Then he pointed to his Bible.
“This is the word of God. This is 

our spiritual sword,” he said. “The 
Lord is our strength and shield.”
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Ardrey

U.S. churches hurt for Ukraine

Gladkykh Winnett

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DALLAS RODGERS

During a prayer vigil, members of the Grace Chapel Church of Christ in 
Cumming, Ga., hold a sign asking God to protect the people of Ukraine.

VIDEO STILL VIA YOUTUBE

In war-torn Kyiv, Sasha Prokopchuk 
points to “our spiritual sword.”
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The number of Churches of 
Christ in eastern Ukraine 
once rivaled the number in 
the rest of Europe combined.

Now church members 
are scattered across the continent 
as Russian bombs explode in the 
besieged nation of 44 million souls.

As Christians around the world 
— including church members in 
Russia — pray for the safety of their 
brothers and sisters in Ukraine, 
The Christian Chronicle offers 
background and insight from four 
reporting trips to Ukraine and dozens 
of interviews with Ukrainian believers 
during the past two decades.

How did Ukraine’s Churches of Christ begin?
The Eastern European nation, 

once part of the Soviet Union, has 
deep Christian roots, dating back to 
the Byzantine Empire in the 900s 
A.D. During the Soviet years, many 
Ukrainians remained loyal to the 

Ukrainian Orthodox church.
As communism began to collapse 

in the region in the late 1980s, 
Ukrainians already were familiar 
with the work of Churches of Christ 
through ministries including Eastern 
European Mission, which smuggled 
pocket-sized New Testaments and 
Christian literature under the Iron 
Curtain from its printing facility in 

Vienna, Austria. 
Ukrainian-born 

evangelist Epi Stephan 
Bilak helped distribute 
the contraband. Bilak, 
who was supported 
by the Minter Lane 
Church of Christ in 
Abilene, Texas, broad-
cast a radio program, 

“The Messenger of Truth,” into 
Eastern Europe from Switzerland.

Missionaries including Tim Johnson 
journeyed to the capital, then known 
by its Russian pronunciation, Kiev 

(“KEE-ev”), by most Americans. The 
missionaries worked with groups of 
believers who met in basements. Some 
had family members detained or killed 
by Soviet secret police, Johnson said.

Johnson and his wife, Darla, 
planted the Nivki Church of Christ 
in Kiev in the early 1990s. A year 
later, after Ukraine declared inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union, 
more missionaries came — including 
students from universities associated 
with Churches of Christ. Mission 
teams from Lipscomb University in 
Nashville, Tenn., worked with infant 
congregations, planted new ones and 
launched a campus ministry.

Bilak and his family returned to 
Ukraine and planted the Old Park 
Church of Christ in the western 
Ukrainian town of Ternopil.

Why was Ukraine so receptive?
At first, the novelty of American 

preachers — rarely seen in the 

Soviet world — drew big crowds 
across Eastern Europe. Evangelists 
from Churches of Christ found the 
eastern, Russian-speaking region of 
Ukraine to be particularly receptive.

The Soviet Union paved the way 
for this receptivity, said Evgen 
Sosnovsky, a miner from the eastern 
Ukrainian town of Dobropole. During 
the Cold War, those who disagreed 

with state-enforced 
communism were 
given two choices 
— exile in Siberia 
or labor in the coal 
mines of Ukraine’s 
Donbas region, 
Sosnovsky said. As 
a result, Donbas 
became the homeland 

of what he called “free thinkers.”
Sosnovsky became a Christian in 

2002 and took the Gospel into the 
coal mines of Donbas. To reach 
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Ukrainian evangelist Sasha Prokopchuk, who once served in the Soviet army, baptizes Roman Onischenko in the Black Sea during an annual conference on the 
Crimean Peninsula in 2011. Three years later, Russia annexed Crimea after protests known as Euromaidan drove Ukraine’s pro-Russian president from office.

Sosnovsky



the coal, miners had to squeeze into 
small elevators for descents that could 
take up to an hour. Sosnovsky used the 
time to conduct Bible studies. Soon, he 
was ministering for a church of 30.

In the eastern Ukrainian city of 
Donetsk, churches were planted and 
grew quickly. The Petrovsky Church 
of Christ in Donetsk had more than 
400 members by the mid-2000s. Its 
minister, Sasha Prokopchuk, once 
served in the Red Army. He launched 
a television ministry and began 
conducting annual retreats in Crimea, 
Ukraine’s peninsula on the Black Sea.

In waters once patrolled by Soviet 
submarines, he baptized souls into 
Christ.

Has Ukraine’s faith endured?
The awakening wasn’t limited to 

eastern Ukraine. Across the nation, 
Ukraine’s political leaders called for 
the teaching of religion as part of 
its ethics and morality curriculum. 
Eastern European Mission, which 
once smuggled Bibles into Ukraine, 
began printing colorful, hardcover 
children’s Bibles in former commu-
nist nations and distributing them in 
Ukraine’s public schools.

In 2011, The Christian Chronicle visited 
schools in the western Ukrainian city 
of Ivano-Frankivsk with representatives 
of EEM. Workers with the nonprofit 
had heard rumors that the Bibles they 

supplied weren’t being used in the 
schools and were being sold. However, 
at each school the team visited, EEM’s 
Bibles were displayed prominently in 
libraries and were found in classrooms.

At Public School No. 11, school 
administrators rounded up students 
from its ethics team, which had just 
won a national competition based on 
the students’ knowledge of the Bible 
and Christian ethics.

“The morals of the stories (in 
Scripture) help us choose the right 
way in our lives,” said Viktoriya 
Kalynyuk, then 16. “These stories 
protect us from bad decisions.”

The students didn’t grow up under 
communism, but their parents and 
grandparents did. But throughout the 
Soviet years they had nurtured a love 

of church and the Bible and passed it 
on to their children.

Another student, Ihor Kozak, said, 
“We know that Christianity is the 
greatest treasure we have. Our country 
was part of the Soviet Union. Now the 
people of Ukraine can believe in the God 
they want. After 70 years, people want to 
believe in the Master who loves us.”

Nickoli Plaksin, a Ukrainian who 
works with EEM, beamed with pride 
as he listened to the students speak.

“That’s the future of my country,” 
he said.

How did this current conflict begin?
Also in 2011, the Chronicle reported 

on Sasha Prokopchuk’s retreat on the 
Crimean Peninsula and traveled from 
there to Donetsk in eastern Ukraine 

to visit Churches of Christ in what 
was becoming known as the “Bible 
Belt” of Eastern Europe.

Three years later, both of those 
locales flew the Russian flag.

Throughout its brief history, 
independent Ukraine had experi-
enced divided loyalties between 
Russia (favored by Russian-speaking 
Ukrainians in the east) and the 
nations of western Europe (favored 
by Ukrainian speakers in the west). 
Presidents were elected, sometimes 
by narrow margins, who leaned 
toward one camp or the other.

Protests erupted in November 
2013 when then-president Viktor 
Yanukovych refused to sign a political 
association and free trade agreement 
with the European Union. Yanukovych, 
who is from the Donetsk region in 
eastern Ukraine, was seen by many 
Ukrainians as pro-Russian. The rallies 
became violent in January 2014 after 
Ukraine’s parliament, which was domi-
nated by Yanukovych’s supporters, 
passed laws to repress the protests. 
After the deaths of 130 Ukrainians, 
including 18 police officers, public 
opinion turned increasingly against 
Yanukovych, who fled the country 
ahead of an impeachment vote.

In Crimea, pro-Russian separatists 
began to form militias in opposition 
to Ukraine’s new, transitional govern-
ment. Russia invaded and annexed the 
peninsula. Similar separatist groups 

formed in the eastern Ukrainian 
regions of Donetsk and Luhansk 
and began a long conflict with the 
Ukrainian military, though Russia did 
not formally invade those regions.

Separatists in Donetsk seized church 
buildings, including the meeting place 
of the Petrovsky Church of Christ. 
Many church members fled westward 
to the capital, which is increasingly 
referred to by its Ukrainian pronuncia-
tion, Kyiv (“KEEV”). 

What about church members in Russia?
Despite the hardships they endured, 

the refugees played a role in revital-
izing Churches of Christ in central and 
western Ukraine, church members told 
the Chronicle. Christians launched minis-
tries to serve the displaced, including 
Let’s Love, a relief effort headed by 
Ukrainian minister Dmitriy Grischuk.

As Ukraine and Russia battle over 
political borders, “God is expanding 
the borders of his glory,” Grischuk 
said. As they serve, Christians have 
learned “what it means to trust God.”

Church members also have made 
efforts to maintain unity between 
Churches of Christ in Ukraine and 
Russia. Jeff Abrams, a minister for 
the Tuscumbia Church of Christ in 

Alabama, makes frequent trips to 
Ukraine. Abrams helped to organize 
a meeting of church members from 
both nations in the Ukrainian city of 
Kramatorsk in 2014.

“Unity — this is our prayer, our 
dream,” Abrams told the 200 church 
members who gathered for the 
meeting. “We shall not be judged by 
the color of our national flags but by 
the content of our character. 

“When the devil seeks to divide us, 
I say ‘no.’ You say ‘nyet!’ … To God’s 

irresistible dream that we be one, united 
church … I say ‘yes.’ You say ‘da!’”

Eight years later, as bombs began 
to explode across Ukraine, members 
of the Neva Church of Christ in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, gathered to pray for 
their brothers and sisters in Ukraine.

Igor Egirev, director of the Institute 
of Theology and Christian Ministry in 
St. Petersburg, said that the Russian 
believers prayed for de-escalation of 
the conflict and for God to “give wisdom 
to the rulers.” They also 
prayed “for Ukrainian 
and Russian brothers 
and sisters in Christ 
to keep their focus on 
what makes us one 
(Ephesians 4:4-6) and to 
maintain love regardless 
of the ever-changing 
political situation.”

The verses he cited read: “There is 
one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to one hope when you were called; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all.”

“And we do love our brethren 
in Ukraine,” Egirev said, “and 
Ukrainians in general. May our Lord 
keep them safe.”

Christianity: ‘the greatest treasure we have’

POPULATION: 44 million. LANGUAGE: Ukrainian, 
Russian. RELIGION: Two-thirds of Ukrainians 
identify as Orthodox. The Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
and Ukrainian Orthodox - Moscow Patriarchate each 
claim less than a quarter of the country’s population. 
The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church accounts for 
8 to 10 percent, and the Ukrainian Autocephalous 
Orthodox Church accounts for 1 to 2 percent. The 
country has growing Protestant denominations and 
evangelical groups. Muslim and Jewish adherents 
each compose less than 1 percent of the population.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST: Beginning in 1952, Otis 
Gatewood made 22 trips into the Soviet Union, 
baptizing a few believers. Gwen Hensley and Bob 
Hare made visits and worked secretly. Rick Pinczuk, 
a Ukrainian church member who grew up in exile in 
Australia and Canada, launched Slavic Evangelism 
Ministry from Ontario in 1984. Mission work in 
Ukraine began in earnest after the nation declared 
independence on Aug. 24, 1991.  

SOURCES: CIA World Factbook, “Churches of Christ Around 
the World” by Mac Lynn. Map via Wikimedia Commons.
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Children in Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine, 
hold Bibles provided by Eastern 
European Mission. The nonprofit has 
provided thousands of Bibles for 
public schools across the nation.

FRANCESCA VOLPI 

A separatist carries an artillery shell 
through the meeting place of the 
Petrovsky Church of Christ in Donetsk, 
Ukraine. Militants seized the building 
in October 2014 and renamed the 
region the Donetsk People’s Republic. 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD 

The academic team from Public 
School No. 11 in Ivano-Frankivsk won 
a national competition based on their 
knowledge of the Bible and ability to 
use it to discuss character and morality. 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD 

Julia Grischuk, right, directs a group of Ukrainian Christians during a singing 
festival in Irpin in 2015. Many of the participants were displaced from their homes 
in eastern Ukraine. Irpin, a western suburb of Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, recently 
was the site of deadly attacks as Russian forces attempted to encircle Kyiv.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ANDREW KELLY 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy, right, meets with Andrew and Jenny 
Kelly in 2019. The Kellys work with Jeremiah’s Hope, a ministry supported by 
Churches of Christ that serves orphans and at-risk children in Ukraine. Zelenskiy 
invited the Kellys to share thoughts on how Ukraine could better serve its children.  

ERIK TRYGGESTAD 

Tanya Banina raises a hand as she and fellow Christians worship on a Sunday in 2003 with the Kirovsky Church of Christ. 
The congregation met in the eastern Ukrainian city of Donetsk, which was seized by pro-Russian separatists in 2014.

Eigirev
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“We’ve seen people torn apart,” said 
Jenya Chugayev, left, a member of a 
Church of Christ in the besieged city 
of Mariupol. He and Artum Kirilanko 
spoke to The Christian Chronicle 
during a conference in Irpin in 
2015. Even then, fighting between 
separatists and the Ukrainian army 
was intense. “If not for the church, 
if not for the volunteers, Mariupol 
would cease to exist,” he said. “All of 
us are united in prayer — Orthodox, 
charismatics, Baptists. We all gather 
to pray, crying out to God.”
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The University Church of Christ has 
an opening for a full-time associate min-
ister. We are located on the north side of 
the University of South Alabama at 5651 
Zeigler Boulevard, Mobile, AL 36608. 
All interested candidates are asked to 
submit a resume to: 

Richard Jay (elder) 
richard.jay@spireenergy.com

(251) 281-7550

Full-time Associate Minister

The West Broward Church of Christ in Planta-
tion (Fort Lauderdale), Florida, is seeking an 
additional minister to work in the area of youth 
and family. The ideal candidate is person-
able and outgoing, has at least five years of 
youth and family ministry experience, has an 
education in Bible and is effective at public 
speaking.  Please send a resume, references 
and philosophy of ministry and doctrine to: 

Youth & Family Minister

Youth and Family Minister Search
West Broward Church of Christ, 

12550 W Broward Blvd, Plantation, FL 33325 
office@wbcoc.com        wbcoc.com

College Avenue Church of Christ is a 
Christ-centered, Spirit-filled, grace-
oriented congregation seeking an 
individual who has a passion for sharing 
God’s love with children. We are proud 
of our strong ministries and our positive 
community reputation. For more informa-
tion, visit cacoc.org or on Facebook.

Children & Family Minister

College Avenue Church of Christ, 
1817 N College Ave, El Dorado, AR 71730-5211 
(870) 862-1552, cacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

 

The Kingwood Church of Christ is seeking a Children and Family minister who is a dynamic 
learner for Christ with a passion for leading kids to an authentic lifelong walk with God. Our church 
is home to approximately 500 members with a children’s group ages infant through 5th grade. 
Kingwood Church of Christ offers a variety of children’s classes including Sunday school, children’s 
worship and Wednesday evening classes. The Children and Family minister will be responsible
for oversight and coordination of all areas of the children’s ministry and helping to develop more 
meaningful family worship time and events in coordination with the youth minister and lead minister. 
Interested personnel please submit a cover letter and resume to searchcommittee@kwcoc.org.  
More detailed information on vacancy can be found on the church website at www.kwcoc.org. 

Children and Family Minister
Kingwood, Texas 

The Hendersonville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Family/Youth Minister to 
help us in our goal of encouraging faith development and spiritual growth in our young 
families and families with children/teens. We have several young families and would 
like to attract more. We are a church with an average attendance of 125 members just 
south of the city of Asheville. A successful candidate will possess a Bachelor’s degree, 
although commensurate experience would also be considered. 
Please visit our website for job description: hvlcoc.org. 
Please email resume and references to:                          

Family/Youth Minister - Hendersonville, N.C.

hvlcoc@bellsouth.net

York College, soon to be York University, is seeking a Vice President for Student Life/Dean of Students. 
The Student Life area comprises:  residence life, student conduct, student activities, student government, counseling services, chapel 
attendance, Title IX, Greek life, new student orientation, student care, service day, and student leadership development. 
Preference will be given to applicants with a master's degree in a related field, with 5+ years of proven experience in education, higher 
education, student development or leadership. 
Individuals interested should submit a resume, letter of interest and two letters of recommendation to: president@york.edu. 
Learn more at: york.edu/employment

Vice President for Student Life

The Mission Viejo Church of Christ in South Orange County, California, is seeking a knowl-
edgeable and dynamic Pulpit Minister. This full-time, salaried role will serve as the face 
and voice of the congregation by bringing the Word of God to life for the congregation and 
community. Information on our congregation can be found at:

mvchurch.org
To apply, submit a resume and a link with (2) two sermons to: mvcocelders@gmail.com.

Apply no later than Friday, May 27, 2022.

Pulpit Minister - California

H O W  T O  H E L P

Aid for Ukraine
Following are churches and 

ministries associated with Churches 
of Christ collecting funds for 
the displaced in Ukraine and for 
Ukrainian refugees. Learn more and 
find updates at christianchronicle.
org/ukraine-crisis-how-to-help.

• Christian Relief Fund. Working 
with refugees in Romania. PO Box 
19670, Amarillo, TX 79114-1670. See 
crf.com or call (806) 352-5030.

• College Hill Church of Christ. 
Supports Ukrainian missionaries. 
Humanitarian Aid, c/o College Hill 
church, 7447 College Circle, North 
Richland Hills, TX 76180. (817) 281-8334.

• Eastern European Mission. Bible 
distribution ministry providing relief. PO 
Box 55245, Hurst, TX 76054. See eem.
org or call (800) 486-1818.

• Healing Hands International. 
Shipping buckets of relief supplies 
to Europe and collecting funds. 455 
McNally Drive, Nashville, TN 37211. See 
hhi.org or call (615) 832-2000.

• Jeremiah’s Hope. Ministry for at-risk 
kids providing relief for Ukrainians. PO 
Box 3411, Abilene, TX 79604-3411. See 
jeremiahshope.org or call (325) 320-8534.

• Program for Humanitarian 
Aid. Works with orphans and at-risk 
kids in Ukraine. PO Box 12087, 
College Station, TX 77842. See www.
programforhumanitarianaid.com or 
call (979) 220-5691.

• Sunset International Bible 
Institute. Sponsors ministry training 
in Ukraine. 3723 34th St., Lubbock, TX 
79410. Designate “Global Relief Ministry.” 
See sibi.cc or call (800) 658-9553.

• Tuscumbia Church of Christ. 
Supports multiple works in Ukraine. 
102 East Fourth Street, Tuscumbia, AL 
35674. Designate “Ukraine relief.” Call 
(256) 381-0651.

• Ukrainian Education Center (UEC). 
Campus ministry in Kyiv. 4301 Hillsboro 
Pike, Suite 300, Nashville, TN 37215. See 
uecandme.org. 



ALABAMA: Cedar Grove Church of Christ, Andalusia; Moore Avenue Church of Christ, Anniston; Elmore Church of Christ, Elmore; New Hope Church of 
Christ, Florence; Henry Street Church of Christ, Gadsden; Hamilton Church of Christ, Hamilton; North Hanceville Church of Christ, Hanceville; Davenport 
Church of Christ, Hope Hull; Madison Church of Christ, Madison; University Church of Christ, Mobile; Fairfield Church of Christ, Moulton; River Road Church 
of Christ, Muscle Shoals; Tubbs Church of Christ, Oakman.  ARIZONA: Duncan Church of Christ, Duncan; Kingman Church of Christ, Kingman; Mesa Church 
of Christ, Mesa; Salt River Church of Christ, Mesa; Oracle Church of Christ, Oracle.  ARKANSAS: Church of Christ, Ashdown; North Heights Church of Christ, 
Batesville; Beedeville Church of Christ, Beedeville; Westside Church of Christ, Dierks; Eastside Church of Christ, Eureka Springs; Combs Street Church of 
Christ, Fayetteville; Mt. Comfort Church of Christ, Fayetteville; Central Church of Christ, Genoa; Greenway Church of Christ, Greenway; Sandstone Dr. Church 
of Christ, Little Rock; Emerson St. Church of Christ, Magnolia; Melbourne Church of Christ, Melbourne; Monette Church of Christ, Monette; Kennedy Blvd. 
Church of Christ, Monticello; Levy Church of Christ, North Little Rock; Westridge Church of Christ, Pocahontas; Church of Christ, Portia; Cloverdale Church of 
Christ, Searcy; West Pleasure Church of Christ, Searcy; West Point Church of Christ, Searcy; Sylvan Hills Church of Christ, Sherwood; McKamie Road Church 
of Christ, Stamps; Success Church of Christ, Success.  CALIFORNIA: Central Church of Christ, Anaheim; Hi-Desert Church of Christ, Apple Valley; Ashlan 
Avenue Church of Christ, Fresno; W. McKinley Church of Christ, Fresno; Glendale Church of Christ, Glendale; Church of Christ, Healdsburg; Imperial Beach 
Church of Christ, Imperial Beach; La Puente Church of Christ, La Puente; Los Altos Church of Christ, Long Beach; Imperial Church of Christ, Los Angeles; 
Sichel St. Church of Christ, Los Angeles; Morro Bay Church of Christ, Morro Bay; Palmdale Church of Christ, Palmdale; Redondo Beach Church of Christ, 
Redondo Beach; Rialto Church of Christ, Rialto; Alisal Church of Christ, Salinas; 69th St. Church of Christ, San Diego; Temple Church of Christ Korean, San 
Gabriel; Church of Christ - Solano, Vacaville; Victor Valley Church of Christ, Victorville; Melrose Church of Christ, Vista; Waterford Church of Christ, Waterford; 
Woodlake Church of Christ, Woodlake.  COLORADO: Englewood Church of Christ, Englewood; Flagler Church of Christ, Flagler; Highlands Ranch Church of 
Christ, Highlands Ranch; Church of Christ, Holyoke; La Junta Church of Christ, La Junta; Rye Church of Christ, Rye; Northwest Church of Christ, Westminster.  
CONNECTICUT: South Road Church of Christ, Farmington; Groton Church of Christ, Groton; Sterling Church of Christ, Oneco.  FLORIDA: Bartow Church of 
Christ, Bartow; 53rd Ave. Church of Christ, Bradenton; Burlington-Santa Fe Church of Christ, Branford; 5th St. Church of Christ, Crystal River; Deerfield Beach 
Church of Christ, Deerfield Beach; Central Church of Christ, Haines City; Holly Hill Church of Christ, Holly Hill; Church of Christ, Istachatta; S. 14th Street 
Church of Christ, Leesburg; Bay Area Church of Christ, Mango; N. Ft. Myers Church of Christ, North Fort Myers; Palo Alto Church of Christ, Panama City; 
Fiske Blvd. Church of Christ, Rockledge; South Hillsboro Church of Christ, Ruskin; Gifford Church of Christ, Vero Beach.  GEORGIA: Eastside Church of 
Christ, Albany; Blue Ridge Church of Christ, Blue Ridge; Douglasville Church of Christ, Douglasville; Edison Church of Christ, Edison; Lake Park Church of 
Christ, Lake Park; Courtland Ave. Church of Christ, Quitman; Quitman Church of Christ, Quitman; Sandersville Church of Christ, Sandersville; Church of Christ 
Augusta Hwy., Thomson.  HAWAII: Kauai Church of Christ, Lihue.  IDAHO: Pocatello Church of Christ, Pocatello; Sandpoint Church of Christ, Sandpoint.  
ILLINOIS: Brookfield Church of Christ, Brookfield; Browning Church of Christ, Browning; Stony Island Church of Christ, Chicago; East Park Church of Christ, 
Danville; Church of Christ, Freeport; Macomb Church of Christ, Macomb.  INDIANA: Northlake Church of Christ, Gary; Huntington Church of Christ, 
Huntington; Fountain Square Church of Christ, Indianapolis; Kingsley Terrace Church of Christ, Indianapolis; Main Street Church of Christ, Lynn; Oaktown 
Church of Christ, Oaktown; Prairie Creek Church of Christ, Terre Haute; West Side Church of Christ, Yorktown.  IOWA: West Side Church of Christ, West 
Union.  KANSAS: Basehor Church of Christ, Basehor; Cedar Vale Church of Christ, Cedar Vale; Eureka Church of Christ, Eureka; Hoxie Church of Christ, 
Hoxie; Church of Christ, Leavenworth; Norwich Church of Christ, Norwich; Russell Church of Christ, Russell; Chisholm Trail Church of Christ, Wichita.  
KENTUCKY: Bardstown Church of Christ, Bardstown; Bardwell Church of Christ, Bardwell; Mars Hill Church of Christ, Bowling Green; Asphalt Church of 
Christ, Brownsville; Bethel Church of Christ, Franklin; Broadway Church of Christ, Paducah; Cumberland Church of Christ, Somerset.  LOUISIANA: Ferriday 
Church of Christ, Ferriday; Church of Christ, Franklin; Jennings Church of Christ, Jennings; Big Creek Church of Christ, Roseland.  MAINE: Caribou Church of 
Christ, Caribou; Greater Portland Church of Christ, South Portland.  MARYLAND: Central Church of Christ, Baltimore.  MASSACHUSETTS: Leominster 
Church of Christ, Leominster.  MICHIGAN: 20th St. Church of Christ, Battle Creek; Brighton Church of Christ, Brighton; Redford Church of Christ, Detroit; 
Marquette Church of Christ, Marquette; Wayne Road Church of Christ, Romulus; Van Dyke Church of Christ, Warren; Waterford Church of Christ, Waterford.  
MINNESOTA: Church of Christ, Hibbing.  MISSISSIPPI: New Hope Church of Christ, Amory; North Side Church of Christ, Corinth; S. Huntington St. Church of 
Christ, Kosciusko; Hwy. 178 Church of Christ, New Albany; Saucier Church of Christ, Saucier; Corinth Church of Christ, Woodville.  MISSOURI: Church of 
Christ in California, California; Florissant Church of Christ, Florissant; West Union Church of Christ, Granby; Huntsville Church of Christ, Huntsville; Church of 
Christ, Jefferson City; Blue Ridge Church of Christ, Kansas City; Kimberling City Church of Christ, Kimberling City; Freedom Church of Christ, Montreal; 
Rocketdyne Rd. Church of Christ, Neosho; Nevada Church of Christ, Nevada; O’Fallon Church of Christ, O’Fallon; Owensville Church of Christ, Owensville; 

Honor Roll of Churches 
2021-2022

DID YOU KNOW that advertising revenue covers only about one-third of The Christian Chronicle’s expenses? For the rest, we depend 
on our generous contributors. In addition to gifts from individual subscribers, we’re blessed to receive support from congregations 

across the nation. Please join us as we thank these churches for their dedication to REAL NEWS THAT HONORS GOD.
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Flat River Church of Christ, Park Hills; Plainview Church of Christ, Rogersville; Sparta Church of Christ, Sparta.  MONTANA: Church of Christ, Livingston.  
NEBRASKA: Beatrice Church of Christ, Beatrice; Hastings Church of Christ, Hastings.  NEW MEXICO: Sunset Church of Christ, Carlsbad; Cimarron Church 
of Christ, Cimarron; Dora Church of Christ, Dora; Belen Church of Christ, Los Lunas; Mountainair Church of Christ, Mountainair; Hogback Church of Christ, 
Waterflow.  NEW YORK: Bethpage Church of Christ, Bethpage; Newark Church of Christ, Newark; Westchester Church of Christ, White Plains.  NORTH 
CAROLINA: Gastonia Church of Christ, Gastonia; Richlands Church of Christ, Richlands.  OHIO: Bellefontaine Church of Christ, Bellefontaine; Veto Church of 
Christ, Belpre; Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville; E. Warren St. Church of Christ, Cadiz; Greasy Ridge Church of Christ, Chesapeake; Lee Rd. Church of 
Christ, Cleveland; University Church of Christ, Cleveland; Miller Ave. Church of Christ, Columbus; Belmont Church of Christ, Dayton; Pearl St. Church of 
Christ, Lynchburg; Middletown Church of Christ, Middletown; Eastside Church of Christ, Mount Vernon; Mid-County Church of Christ, Troy; W. Jefferson 
Church of Christ, West Jefferson; Woodsfield Church of Christ, Woodsfield.  OKLAHOMA: Tamarack Rd. Church of Christ, Altus; Church of Christ on Merrick 
Drive, Ardmore; Church of Christ, Beaver; Downtown Church of Christ, Bixby; Boswell Church of Christ, Boswell; 1st & Georgia Church of Christ, Chickasha; 
Clayton Church of Christ, Clayton; Cornerstone Church of Christ, Davis; Heritage Church of Christ, Edmond; Memorial Road Church of Christ, Edmond; Gould 
Church of Christ, Gould; Church of Christ, Hobart; Church of Christ at Park Lane, Lawton; Church of Christ, Meeker; Chandler Rd. Church of Christ, 
Muskogee; Church of Christ, Okemah; Grand Blvd. Church of Christ, Oklahoma City; Soldier Creek Church of Christ, Piedmont; Reydon Church of Christ, 
Reydon; Church of Christ, Seiling; Farrall Church of Christ, Shawnee; Cincinnati Ave. Church of Christ, Sperry; Church of Christ, Sterling; Tonkawa Church of 
Christ, Tonkawa; Weatherford Church of Christ, Weatherford.  OREGON: Astoria Church of Christ, Astoria; Eugene Church of Christ, Eugene; Church of 
Christ, Gold Beach; Eastside Church of Christ, Portland; Scappoose Church of Christ, Scappoose; Church of Christ, Veneta.  PENNSYLVANIA:  Chester 
Church of Christ, Chester; Hanover Church of Christ, Hanover; Huntington Mills Church of Christ, Huntington Mills; S. Williamsport Church of Christ, South 
Williamsport; Church of Christ of Wellsboro, Wellsboro.  SOUTH CAROLINA: Andrews Church of Christ, Andrews; Myrtle Beach Church of Christ, Myrtle 
Beach; Port Royal Church of Christ, Port Royal; Williams St. Church of Christ, Seneca; Summerville Church of Christ, Summerville; Williston Church of Christ, 
Williston.  TENNESSEE: Bartlett Woods Church of Christ, Arlington; Lillimay Church of Christ, Ashland City; Locust Grove Church of Christ, Baxter; Concord 
Rd. Church of Christ, Brentwood; Jefferson St. Church of Christ, Brownsville; Avondale Church of Christ, Chattanooga; Saint Elmo Church of Christ, 
Chattanooga; Church of Christ At Trenton Crossing, Clarksville; Homesteads Church of Christ, Crossville; Smyrna Church of Christ, Culleoka; Erin Church of 
Christ, Erin; Etowah Church of Christ, Etowah; Howell Hill Church of Christ, Fayetteville; Hendersonville Church of Christ, Hendersonville; Henry Church of 
Christ, Henry; S.  Knoxville Church of Christ, Knoxville; W. Gaines St. Church of Christ, Lawrenceburg; Cedar Creek Church of Christ, Linden; Maryville 
Church of Christ, Maryville; Chelsea Church of Christ, Memphis; Great Oaks Church of Christ, Memphis; Corinth Church of Christ, Mount Juliet; Jackson St. 
Church of Christ, Nashville; Old Hickory Blvd. Church of Christ, Nashville; Union Hill Church of Christ, Portland; Rockvale Church of Christ, Rockvale; Sale 
Creek Church of Christ, Sale Creek; Horse Mountain Church of Christ, Shelbyville; Silver Point Church of Christ, Silver Point; Soddy Church of Christ, Soddy 
Daisy; Sweetens Cove Church of Christ, South Pittsburg; Westport Church of Christ, Westport.  TEXAS: Albany Church of Christ, Albany; 9th St. Church of 
Christ, Ballinger; Moore Ave. Church of Christ, Bay City; Bertram Church of Christ, Bertram; Vanderveer St. Church of Christ, Burnet; Columbus Church of 
Christ, Columbus; Grace St. Church of Christ, Crockett; Flamingo Rd. Church of Christ, Crowley; Rose Hill Church of Christ, Devine; Daugherty St. Church of 
Christ, Eastland; Fairfield Church of Christ, Fairfield; Frankston Church of Christ, Frankston; Commerce St. Church of Christ, Gainesville; Broadway Church of 
Christ, Galveston; Buckingham Rd. Church of Christ, Garland; Parker Church of Christ, Granbury; Cross Roads Church of Christ, Grand Saline; Pecan Grove 
Church of Christ, Greenville; Candlelight Church of Christ, Houston; Church of Christ in Highland, Houston; Westbury Church of Christ, Houston; N. Main 
Church of Christ, Hutchins; Church of Christ in Iraan, Iraan; Jacksboro Church of Christ, Jacksboro; Kerens Church of Christ, Kerens; Iglesia de Cristo, 
Laredo; Lefors Church of Christ, Lefors; Austin St. Church of Christ, Levelland; Liberty Church of Christ, Liberty; Dunns Chapel Church of Christ, Lufkin; Travis 
Peak Church of Christ, Marble Falls; Tanglewood Church of Christ, Odessa; Lamar Ave. Church of Christ, Paris; Wieland Church of Christ, Quinlan; Richland 
Springs Church of Christ, Richland Springs; Sabinal Church of Christ, Sabinal; Saginaw Church of Christ, Saginaw; Laurel St. Church of Christ, San Antonio; 
Antioch Church of Christ, San Augustine; Savoy Church of Christ, Savoy; Sheridan Church of Christ, Sheridan; Parkview Church of Christ, Sherman; Western 
Heights Church of Christ, Sherman; Hillcrest Church of Christ, Stephenville; Northside Church of Christ, Temple; E. Moore Church of Christ, Terrell; West End 
Church of Christ, Terrell; Tow Church of Christ, Tow; N. Tenneha Church of Christ, Tyler; Patton Lane Church of Christ, Tyler; Whitney Church of Christ, 
Whitney.  UTAH: Church of Christ, Monticello.  VERMONT: Springfield Church of Christ, Springfield.  VIRGINIA: State St. Church of Christ, Bristol; Rugby 
Avenue Church of Christ, Charlottesville; Church of Christ, Covington; Church of Christ in Falls Church, Falls Church; Piedmont Church of Christ, Farmville; 
Lexington Church of Christ, Lexington; Dale Ridge Church of Christ, Roanoke; Tazewell Church of Christ, Tazewell; Southside Church of Christ, Winchester; 
Wise County Church of Christ, Wise.  WASHINGTON: Ephrata Church of Christ, Ephrata; Olympia Church of Christ, Olympia.  WEST VIRGINIA: Alum Creek 
Church of Christ, Alum Creek; Lewisburg Church of Christ, Lewisburg; Wileyville Church of Christ, New Martinsville; Ravenswood Church of Christ, 
Ravenswood; Yuma Church of Christ, Wilkinson.  WISCONSIN: Church of Christ At Chain O’Lakes, Waupaca.  WYOMING: Rawlins Church of Christ, Rawlins; 
Church of Christ, Thermopolis.  INTERNATIONAL: Fenwick Church of Christ, Beamsville, Ontario, CANADA; Cambridge Church of Christ, Cambridge, 
ENGLAND; Church of Christ Park Gardens, San Juan, PUERTO RICO.

Honor Roll of Churches 
2021-2022 (continued)

THANK YOU to all the churches who have supported the Chronicle in the past year. We’re so grateful! If you’d like to 
see your congregation included here, contact lynda@christianchronicle.org, see christianchronicle.org/donate 

or send contributions to The Christian Chronicle, PO Box 11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100.
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ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
ABILENE, Texas — Abilene Christian 
University planned to host its 115th 
Summit, a gathering for church 
leaders, with the theme this year 
focusing on communal experiences 
and spiritual renewal. 

The university recently restructured 
the gathering to span two days for its 
spring meeting under the new leader-
ship of director Jennifer Schroeder, 
who holds a master’s degree from 
Lubbock Christian University in Texas 
and is completing a Doctor of Ministry 
degree through ACU. 

The new two-day format offers 
smaller, intimate gatherings between 
participants with similar ministry 
roles or shared interests, ACU 

leaders said. Summit 
was scheduled for 
March 31 and April 1. 

“As we continue 
to emerge out of 
what has undoubt-
edly been a difficult 
season for so many, 
our desire is that this 
spring’s Summit will 

provide not only an opportunity to 
grow together as people invested in 
the kingdom of God, but also, and 
perhaps more importantly, a time of 
support, encouragement and renewal 
in community with each other,” 
Schroeder said in a press release. 

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
OKLAHOMA CITY — Oklahoma Christian 
University recently fired Michael 
O’Keefe, a tenured graphic design 
professor who taught at the university 
for 41 years.

O’Keefe and his attorney, Kevin 
Jacobs, a former Oklahoma Christian 
president, claim the firing was the 
result of the longtime professor 
including an openly gay guest 
speaker in his senior-level “Business 
of Branding” course.

The university, which is associated 
with Churches of Christ, asserts that 
O’Keefe’s termination stemmed from 
the content of the speaker’s presen-
tation — and the professor’s alleged 
subsequent effort to squelch student 
complaints.

Read the full story at christian 
chronicle.org/professorfired.
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Faulkner University in 
Montgomery, Ala., recently 
introduced Mitch Henry as its 
next president.

Henry has a background of 29 
years as an attorney — with a law 
practice in the Montgomery area 
— and lives on a farm in Hope 
Hull, Ala., with his wife, Cindy. He 
has served Faulkner, which is asso-
ciated with Churches of Christ, as 
an associate professor of law in the 
criminal justice department and an 
adjunct professor at the law school. 
He also teaches agricultural law at 
nearby Auburn University.

Henry was chosen from among 
26 candidates to succeed Mike 
Williams, who is leaving Faulkner 
on May 6 to take the helm at 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark.

Henry, a member and former 
elder of the Vaughn Park Church 
of Christ in Montgomery, opened 
his remarks with a prayer and then 
emphasized Faulkner’s mission 
to train “ministers” of the Gospel 
— be they Christian nurses or 

Christian businesspeople or 
Christian preachers.

“What does education look like at 
Faulkner University if developing 
moral character is the supreme 
end of education?” Henry asked. 
“We develop Christian folks that 
work in every possible occupation, 
and along the way, we do develop 
Christian ministers who preach. If 
that’s not enough to impress you, 
we develop Christian attorneys. So, 
how do we teach trade and launch 
these folks to be ministers in their 
vocations?

Henry also pointed to an opportu-
nity to evangelize at the university.

“The soil here is fertile and 
rich,” the president-elect said of 
Faulkner. “Only about 25 percent 
of the students who come to this 
Christian university identify them-
selves as members of Churches 
of Christ. … A great number of 
students who come to this Christian 
university don’t have a Christian 
background at all.”

Billy Hilyer, Faulkner’s chancellor 
and former longtime president, said 
he urged Henry to apply for the job.

“Mitch and Cindy are both dedi-
cated servants of the Lord,” Hilyer 
said. “They love his work. They are 
very much involved in their congre-
gation, including the teaching 
program.”

Mitch Henry “has the ability to 
relate to all kinds of people in all 
kinds of circumstances,” the chan-
cellor said. “Mitch is, by nature, a 
collaborative leader. He’s a good 
listener. He has an engaging person-
ality and a pleasing demeanor.”

As the outgoing president, 
Williams, passed the gold baton to 
the president-elect, he noted the 
history of the institution.

“You cannot take the presidency 
of Faulkner University and not 
feel deeply committed to ten indi-
viduals who met on April 13, 1942, 
at the Panama Street Church of 
Christ when they decided to launch 
the Montgomery Bible College,” 
Williams said. “And it’s not just a 
linkage backward — it’s a linkage 
forward. The baton reminds me that 
the decisions made in this moment 
is not just about today, but it has 
deep implications for the future.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FAULKNER UNIVERSITY

President-elect Mitch Henry speaks about education at Faulkner University in Montgomery, Ala., on March 9. 

H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N

Schroeder
Henry named Faulkner president



After Johnson’s sermon, some of 
the participants attended a session 
titled “Grace and Race: A Christian 
Discussion on Racial Reconciliation,” 
moderated by Jeremie Beller, 
congregational minister for the 
Wilshire Church of Christ 
in Oklahoma City and 
opinions editor for The 
Christian Chronicle.

In the midst of the pan-
demic, a series of police 
shootings of Black men 
sparked racial tensions 
across the country. Now, 
as the pandemic subsides 
and international peril 
dominates the news, it’s 
easy for churches to suc-
cumb to the temptation 
to ignore issues of race in 
favor of “just preaching 
the gospel,” Beller said as 
he asked three panelists 
for their thoughts.

When it comes to 
issues of race, “people 
aren’t convinced that 
we have better answers 
than the world,” said Harold Redd, 
a longtime minister who currently 
preaches for two Churches of 
Christ in Memphis, Tenn. “God 
reconciled the whole world to him-
self in the church. What binds us 
is sin and what saves us is Jesus. 
… Embedded and inherent in that 
Gospel is the breaking down of 
barriers.”

The church should be a pillar of 
truth for its community, said Evan 
Todachine, but “our 
views shouldn’t be 
political, but biblical.”

Todachine, a Navajo, 
is assistant minister for 
the Salt River Church 
of Christ in Mesa, 
Ariz. The congregation 
has become a family 
for American Indian 
believers, many of whom grew up on 
reservations and struggled to find a 
place to worship when they moved 
into the Phoenix metro.

Some churches have made prog-
ress, said Alan Martin, a minister, 
educator and counselor from the 

Dallas area. Predominantly White 
and predominantly Black congrega-
tions meet for times of fellowship, 
sometimes annually or slightly more 
often. But that kind of togetherness 
does not take the place of real rela-
tionships — crossing barriers of race 

and language by inviting 
those different from our-
selves into our homes, our 
Bible studies and our lives, 
said Martin, who grew up 
in South Africa under the 
systematic segregation of 
apartheid.

“Culture was ahead of 
the church” in desegrega-
tion, Martin said. “It’s time 
for us to take some risks.”

The panelists pointed 
to the example of Peter, 
who was called on by God 
to break cultural barriers 
when, in Acts 10, he was 
shown a vision of animals, 
clean and unclean by 
Jewish standards, and 
told to “kill and eat.” The 
vision repeated twice 
more.

“God had to shock him to his 
core,” Martin said of Peter, who 
soon after the vision was called to 
the home of Cornelius, a Roman 
centurion and one of the first 
Gentile converts to Christianity.

Despite the repeated vision 
and Cornelius’ conversion, Peter 
slipped back into his old habits 
and ate only with a group of Jews 
who segregated themselves from 
Gentile believers. In Galatians 2, the 

apostle Paul recounts 
his confrontation 
with Peter about the 
incident.

“If it can happen to 
the apostle Peter, who 
personally heard from 
God, it can happen to 
us,” Martin said.

In the same way, 
churches and individual Christians 
will experience setbacks as they try 
to become bridge builders across 
lines of ethnicity and language, 
Todachine said.

“We won’t be perfect,” he added, 
“but we try to be better.”

Some churches have annual, 
multi-racial gatherings, after 
which members say, “See you 
next year,” said Alan Martin, 
who has taught at Oklahoma 
Christian University and 
served as a minister for the 
Memorial Church of Christ in 
Houston. But if the church is 
one body with many parts 
(1 Corinthians 12), “my hand 
cannot say to my foot, ‘See 
you next year!’”Hymns at Affirming the Faith included “Farther Along” and “Send the Light.”

AFFIRMING: Session ponders, ‘Should churches talk about race?’
FROM PAGE 3
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Redd Todachine

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON

Rhett Kaufman, 3, attends Affirming the Faith 2022 with his family.
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Tennessee Children’s Home is a 501(c)3, COA Accredited since 2005 Agency that is 
passionately dedicated to providing short-term services to at-risk youth and their 
families in Tennessee.

We are looking for faithful couples and individuals who want to serve full time in 
our ministry as Residential Counselors (formerly houseparents), night staff, teacher as-
sistants, and teachers.

Our benefit package includes: a competitive compensation, paid time off, short and 
long-term insurance, life insurance, pension fund, a support team on call, weekly 
staffing with a licensed therapist, and excellent on-going training.

Interested individuals can contact:
Dana Lawson, MBA
HR/QI Director
Tennessee Children’s Home
dlawson@tennesseechildrenshome.org
931/486-2274 ext. 225
Look us up on our website:  https://www.tennesseechildrenshome.org
Over 100 years of sharing faith, hope and love.

Sharing Faith, Hope and Love
Since 1909

www.tennesseechildrenshome.org



28   THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE PEOPLE APRIL 2022

Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones — birth and wedding announcements 
anniversaries, memorials, honors for longtime ministers and workers and more. 

Contact milestones@christianchronicle.org for rates and more information.

Memorials 

Bobby ‘Donald’ Hale
1942-2022

Bobby “Donald” Hale entered his 
heavenly home March 14, 2022.  
He was born June 24, 1942, to T.L. 
“Smokey” and Vergie McGaha Hale 
in Gorman, Texas. He graduated 
from Cisco High School in 1960 and 
attended Cisco Junior College from 
1960 to 1961. 

Donald 
served in the 
U.S. Army in 
Vietnam from 
1964 to 1966. 

He worked 
for 10 years for 
Phelps Dodge 
Corporation in 
Morenci, Ariz. 
He then worked 
for El Paso Hydrocarbons: Union 
Texas Petroleum, retiring with 
20 years of service in 1991. He farmed 
peanuts and had a custom hay service. 
He was instrumental in whatever 
needed to be done at Marcia’s 
Creations, a flower and wedding shop 
in Cisco, Texas. He always had a smile
on his face and was able to talk to anyone.
He enjoyed having coffee with his 
coffee buddies daily at Dairy Queen. 

He married Marcia Webb on Sept. 
16, 1983. They were blessed with a 
special son, Brandon, in 1987.

Donald has been a member of the 
I-20 Church Of Christ in Cisco for 30 
years. He willingly served by always 
making sure the lawn at the church 
was well taken care of. 

Left to cherish his memory are his 
wife, Marcia Hale of Cisco; sons Kevin 
Hale, Kelton Hale and Brandon Hale, 
all of Cisco; grandson Tristan Hale of 
Colorado; sister La Nelle Anderson 
of Cisco; brother Arzell (Connie) of 
Trona, Calif.; twin brother Ronald 
Hale (Connie) of Eastland. 

We loved Donald and are blessed to 
have known him! 

Memorials can be made to Lake 
Cisco Christian Camp, PO Box 629, 
Cisco, TX 76437.

Dr. Bob Howard Jones
1940-2022

Robert “Bob” Howard Jones, M.D., 
died Jan. 26, 2022 at 81 of COVID-19 
pneumonia and dementia. Bob is 
survived by his wife, Catherine 
Peters Jones; his children Julie Anne 
King, of Waco, Texas, Natalie (John) 
Beyer, of Durham, N.C., and David 
(Brittany) Jones of Durham; eight 
beloved grandchildren; his sisters 
Doris Lee 
(Ron) Bever 
(Edmond, 
Okla.) and 
Rose Marie 
Rice (Murphy, 
Texas); and 
many extended 
family 
members. He 
was prede-
ceased by his 
mother, Ruth Alice Maple Jones. 

Bob’s extended family operated 
Silver Maple Camp in Kingman, 
Kan., and he was a regular camper 
and counselor. When deciding 
between becoming a preacher or a 
surgeon, Bob chose to be a surgeon 
so that he could do both. He loved 
the Lord and all of God’s people 
around the world. 

In Searcy, Ark., Bob worshiped 
with the College Church of Christ. 
He sang with the Harding Acapella 
Chorus, was student body president 
in 1959-60 and graduated in 1961. 

In Baltimore, Bob worshiped with 
the University Avenue Church of 
Christ, and he graduated from Johns 
Hopkins’ school of medicine in 1965. 
Bob and Cathy married in 1965 in 
Searcy. Bob was drafted and served 
two years as a Captain in the Air 
Force at Shepard Air Force Base in 
Wichita Falls, Texas, worshiping with 
the Edgemere Church of Christ. 

Bob worked as a cardiothoracic 
surgeon at Duke University from 
1965 until he retired in 2014. He 
dedicated many hours supervising 
construction of a new building for 
the Cole Mill Road Church of Christ 
in Durham, N.C., in 1974. For five 

years, he served as the Sunday 
morning preacher for the congre-
gation while maintaining a robust 
surgical and research practice. 

He served as an elder from 1980 
until his retirement from the elder-
ship in 2012. Bob was a frequent 
Sunday school teacher. Bob and 
Cathy loved hosting church members 
in their home. Bob was a visionary 
leader and his commitment to evan-
gelism helped found the Southside 
Church of Christ in Durham and the 
Church of Christ in Shalotte, N.C. 

Bob’s clinical research led him 
to travel around the world, and he 
always worshiped with international 
churches. His faith and smile helped 
him build strong relationships 
with missionaries in Argentina and 
Russia. A celebration of Bob’s life 
was held March 5, at the Cole Mill 
Road Church of Christ in Durham.

Lloyd Clinton Stephens 
Jr., 1936-2021

Lloyd loved God with all his 
heart and put the Lord first in all 
he did. He was a rural preacher 
while attending college. He served 
in the U.S. Army in Germany as 
a chaplain’s assistant. He served 
many years 
as an elder of 
the Garriott 
Road Church 
of Christ in 
Enid, Okla., 
and the South 
Yukon Church 
of Christ in 
Oklahoma. He 
was a World 
Bible School 
teacher for more than 15 years. He 
was a missionary on multiple trips to 
Malawi and South Africa. 

He now is wearing a gold crown 
eternally with his Father in Heaven. 
Lloyd is survived by his loving wife, 
Betty Lou, a brother, three sons, six 
grandchildren, three great-grandchil-
dren, and many other loved ones. 

Linda Patricia Patton 
Stoddard, 1948-2022

Linda Patricia Stoddard, 73, wife of 
Ronald R. Stoddard, of Lilburn, Ga., 
passed away peacefully on Friday, Feb. 
25, 2022. Born in Charleston, S.C., she 
was a daughter of the late Derwood 
C. and Mary Musslewhite Patton of 
Essex Village Church of Christ. 

Linda was a graduate of the 
Medical University of South Carolina 
School of 
Nursing, class 
of 1970. She 
served as a 
psychiatric 
nurse in 
Charleston, 
S.C., as a public 
health nurse in 
Spartanburg 
County, S.C., 
as a geriatric 
nurse in Tolland, Conn., and as a 
pediatric nurse in Atlanta.

Linda is survived by her husband, 
Ronald R. Stoddard; her son, Ronald 
C. Stoddard and wife Vera, of 
Lilburn; two daughters, Wendy S. 
Thompson and husband Andrew of 
Lexington, S.C., and Emily Frank of 
Lawrenceville, Ga.; six grandchildren, 
Andrew Thompson II of Searcy, 
Ark., Sarah Thompson of Clemson, 
S.C., Savannah Frank and Anderson 
Frank of Lawrenceville, Ga., and 
Alexander Stoddard and Esmeralda 
Rose Stoddard of Lilburn; and three 
sisters, Debbie Gully and husband 
Jay of Greer, S.C., Michele Gentry 
and husband Jasper of Ladson, S.C., 
and Nancy Hay and husband Alan of 
Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Linda was a member of the 
Northlake Church of Christ in 
Tucker, Ga. Memorial services were 
held March 5, 2022, in Fountain Inn, 
S.C. at Cannon-Byrd Funeral Home.  

WITH APPRECIATION: The Christian Chronicle 
appreciates gifts received in honor of  Vertice 
Allen-Jones, Max Fry and Julia Vinson and in 
memory of Flavia Bigham, Bill and Freda Cole, 
Gary Johnston, Richard Letson, Sarah McFarland, 
Carole Postelwait and Harry Risinger Jr.
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HIRED: Jim Black as a full-time regional 
director of EEM, formerly Eastern 
European Missions, after retiring 
from preaching for 20 years at the 
Washington Street Church of Christ in 
Fayetteville, Tenn.

NAMED: Brenda 
Henry, a member of 
the Tamarack Road 
Church of Christ in Altus, 
Okla., as Support Staff 
Employee of the Year at 
Altus Early Childhood 
Center. Sean Burnett as 
senior vice president for 
Integrated Marketing 
Communications and 
Chief Marketing Officer 
at Pepperdine University 
in Malibu, Calif. Rosemary 
Black Snodgrass to the 
board of directors for 
Herald of Truth Ministries, 
which produces global 
outreach programs. Clark 
Roush, the endowed 
chair for the performing 
arts at York College in 
York, Neb., to the board of 
directors of the Nebraska 
Arts Council by Governor 
Pete Ricketts.

RETIRED: Jimmy Adcox 
as the lead minister of 
the Southwest Church of 
Christ in Jonesboro, Ark., 
after 44 years of service. 
George Caruthers from 
the eldership at the 
Manchester Church of 
Christ in Connecticut 
after serving for 44 years.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CLARKSVILLE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

The Clarksville Christian School Lady 
Centurions from Clarksville, Tenn., 
earned a berth in the Division III 
Championship game at the 2022 Na-
tional Association of Christian Athletes 
tournament.

Caruthers

Burnett

Snodgrass

Roush

The church in Escanaba, Michigan, located in the beautiful Upper Peninsula (UP), is seeking 
applicants for a full-time minister position. 
Responsibilities to our 55-member congregation would include: preaching, teaching, community 
outreach, and some administrative duties. We produce the television/internet ministry LET THE 
BIBLE SPEAK (LTBS). Our minister works with other ministers in the UP to host this 30-minute 
TV Bible study. You can view episodes of LTBS on our web page: http://www.letthebiblespeak.net.
Applicants will need to send a cover letter, resume, and video samples of their lessons to: 

Escanaba Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
PO Box 751, Escanaba, MI 49829

escanabacoc@gmail.com

Full-time Minister - Michigan

The Hot Springs Village Church of Christ 
is seeking a full-time Youth and Family Minister.  
We are in the world’s largest gated community 
with lots of amenities and are served by two 
school districts. We are a very active community 
and a mission-minded congregation of 200+. 
We are seeking someone with a strong biblical 
background and a desire to teach and learn.  
We have an active and involved youth group.   
Worship/song leading ability is a plus. 
For more information or to send resume: 

Chad Knappier, 210 Balboa Rd
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909

(501) 226-9060 or readthischad@gmail.com

The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the 
lost to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future 
not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and 
a desire to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership, instruction, and be a 
role model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of integrity in all 
aspects of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being open 
to sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.
For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

   The Naperville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Lead Minister. The applicant should have a mini-
mum of a bachelor’s degree in theology, divinity, Christian learning or related field, and, ideally, have five 
or more years serving as a pulpit minister. He will serve under the support of our six elders and alongside 
our Youth Minister and office staff. Responsibilities include weekly sermons, co-leading worship services, 
and working with the elders and ministry leaders to help meet the spiritual needs of the congregation. The 
Naperville Church of Christ is located in Naperville, Ill., approximately 30 miles west of downtown Chicago. 
The area offers a diverse, dynamic community, highly ranked school system and family offerings. Our 
congregation is culturally diverse with members residing throughout the western suburbs. Average weekly 
attendance is approximately 200.

   For more information about us and this position, visit napervillechurch.org/ministersearch. 
   All resumes, curriculum vitaes, cover letters and inquiries should be submitted to:

 ministersearch@napervillechurch.org

Full-time Lead Minister - Naperville, Illinois
The Williamsburg Church of Christ, 
located in Williamsburg, Virginia, is 
seeking a full-time minister. We are a diverse, 
loving congregation with three elders, 14 
deacons and about 100 members serving the 
historic Greater Williamsburg area. You can 
find information about the congregation on 
our website, williamsburgcoc.org, and 
on our Facebook page. Those wanting more 
information or to find the application can do 
so at: 

wcocministersearch.org

Full-time Minister Search - Virginia

Mayhill Church of Christ, a small (30 member/ 
no elder) acappella congregation, located in the 
beautiful Lincoln National Forest in southern 
N.M., is seeking a pulpit minister who is knowl-
edgeable in the scriptures to preach scripturally 
sound sermons and teach biblically sound Bible 
classes. Must be willing to teach the truth on 
controversial topics with love, compassion, and 
humbleness. This is an independent contractor 
position. Compensation is negotiable. Will 
reimburse up to $5,000 for relocation expenses. 
Contact: Bobby Moberly (575) 973-8476 or 
Larry Dockray (575) 635-5936. Email resumes 
to mayhillcoc@outlook.com. 

Pulpit Minister - New Mexico

North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL 62521

(217) 423-2823          Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires 
to grow with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African 
American, seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. The applicant should possess 
sound biblical knowledge, have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal people 
skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All interested 
persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to the attention 
of the leadership:

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois

The Versailles Church of Christ is looking for 
a full-time preaching minister to serve in a 
family-oriented, Bible-centered fellowship.
Our congregation is a small yet warm and 
welcoming group. Our goal is to be faithful 
to God, to love one another, and to share 
the Good News and practical expressions of 
God’s love and grace for the lost and hurting 
people in our community. 

For more information, please visit our
website: vcofc.org

To contact us, please write to: 
elders@vcofc.org

Preacher - Versailles, Ky. 



Jesus had a way of saying things 
that are easy to understand 
but hard to hear. “Love your 
enemies” (Matthew 5:43) tops 

the list. Each word is simple, but 
taken together, they form the most 
challenging of all Jesus’ teachings. 

In a world drenched in hatred, 
Jesus’ words seem naive at best. At 
worst, they come across as weak and 
dangerous. “Love your enemies” risks 
abuse and failure, conceding victory 
to evil. Left unopposed, enemies gain 
power only to do more evil. Love only 
seems to encourage them.   

Part of the challenge is identi-
fying enemies. Who is my enemy? 
Enemies are not people who vote for 
the opposing party or live outside 
my geographic borders. They are 
not people who look, speak or live 
differently from me.  Jesus used 
another word for such people: 
“neighbor.” He said love them, too. 

Enemy is more menacing, raising 
the stakes. Enemies actively seek 
my destruction. They view every 
means as justified in pursuit of their 
selfish end. Their greatest joy is 
built over my deepest hurt. 

Sometimes, enemies are easily 

identified. They command militaries 
to senselessly bomb women and chil-
dren. They stand across courtrooms 
trying to upend your life and future. 
Too often, enemies are more stealthy, 
working behind the scenes, sabo-
taging efforts and slandering char-
acter. Enemies have no regard for the 
dignity or significance of others. 

Still, Jesus calls us to love our 
enemies. 

Enemy is not the only word 
tripping us up. Love seems a bit 
much to ask. 

Popular misconceptions of love only 
further confuse Jesus’ words. “Love” 
is not synonymous with acceptance, 
tolerance and support. Love does 
not look the other way, refusing to 
speak out. Love “does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing” (1 Corinthians 13:6). 

Love does just the opposite. 
Still, Jesus calls us to love our 

enemies.  
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

if he is thirsty, give him something to 
drink” (Romans 12:20).

The force of those words is 
witnessed in recent pictures of a 
Ukrainian village offering food, 
water and a cell phone to a captured 

Russian soldier. Even as media offi-
cials and commentators debate the 
authenticity of the images, no one 
questions their power. 

Loving enemies is the refusal to 
play by their rules. It is an invitation 
to encounter the kingdom of God.  
When they hate, we love. If they 
curse, we bless. They seek harm. 
We seek good. 

“Love your enemy” is the antidote 
to endless cycles of violence. The 
old rules changed nothing. Jesus 
offers a radically different approach. 

Whenever you doubt the serious-
ness of Jesus’ charge, remember his 
prayer for his own enemies, “Father, 
forgive them” (Luke 23:34). 

Missing from Jesus’ command is 
any promise of an immediate desired 
outcome. If only we knew that loving 
our enemies would bring immediate 
relief and closure, then perhaps his 
words would be more reasonable. 
Sometimes loving our enemy results 
in “heaping burning coals on his 
head” (Romans 12:20), but not always. 

Jesus had something different in 
mind. By loving our enemies, God’s 
will is done on earth the way it is 
done in heaven. When we love our 
enemies, we become more like God 
(Matthew 5:42-48).

That is why Jesus calls us to love 
our enemies. — Jeremie Beller, 
for the Editorial Board
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VITALY SAMODIN

“Our temporary shelter is in view. Lord, help us get over the Jordan.” Vitaly 
Samodin used those words to describe his family’s exodus to Slovakia. He 
is outreach director for the Ukrainian Education Center in Ukraine’s capital, 
Kyiv. The campus ministry is supported by Churches of Christ.



Iwas born the year my dad, Travis 
Irwin, began his 45-year ministry 
to Church of Christ congrega-
tions in Ohio and Tennessee. 
Thus I have spent almost every 

day of my life being “the 
preacher’s kid.”

As a result, I know things 
about Dad that may surprise 
the people to whom he 
ministered.

For example, Sundays 
burned Dad’s candle at both 
ends. At the peak of his 
ministry, he preached two 
sermons on Sunday morn-
ings and taught an adult 
Bible class in between. We 
often hosted people in our home 
for lunch before Dad headed out to 
visit the hospital and nursing homes. 
After the late afternoon elders and 
deacons meeting, he preached again 
at Sunday evening service.

What did Dad do to relax at the 
end of a long Lord’s Day? Did he 
light a candle and pray quietly, his 
fingers resting on his open Bible? 

He stayed up and watched 007 
movies. I knew, and now you know. 
Sorry, Dad.

Dad’s love for James Bond movies 
aside, I want you to 
know that he is part 
of an amazing church 
growth story.

In 1981, Dad became 
the minister to what 
is now the Ashland 
Church of Christ in 
Ohio and ministered 
there for 22½ years. 
When he began his 
ministry in Ashland, 
the congregation had 
about 150 members. 
When he preached his 
last sermon there in January 2004, it 
had 350 members and shovels ready 
to break ground on a new 600-seat 
building. 

During that same 22 years, 
membership in the nationwide 
Church of Christ fellowship shrank 
by 10 percent. While most Church 
of Christ congregations got smaller, 

the Ashland Church of Christ more 
than doubled in size. 

This church growth story was not 
written about a fast-growing suburb 
of a big city in the Sun Belt. Ashland 

is a small Rust Belt town 
in rural Ohio. Its economy 
struggled in the 1980s and 
1990s.

Readers of The Christian 
Chronicle know that Church 
of Christ congregations all 
over America are struggling 
to survive. All of the things 
we believe are working 
against our congregations 
now were working against 
the Ashland Church of 

Christ then.
Yet it grew. How? Why?
I assure you it had nothing to do 

with style. From 1981 until 2003, 
the style of the Ashland Church of 
Christ stayed pretty much the same. 
Same building, same preacher, same 
worship leaders, same songs from 
the old red hymnal.

Looking back almost 20 years 
later, I wanted to know why this 
congregation grew, so I went to the 
source. When Dad retired from 
ministry in December 2020, I started 

a podcast, “Minister in 
the Making,” to record 
and share Dad’s stories 
and what he had learned 
from almost five decades 
in congregational 
ministry.

When we talked about 
the Ashland years, I 
learned that three things 
had a lot to do with the 
congregation’s growth.

• Extending hospi-
tality. The Ashland 
Church of Christ had 

a culture of special hospitality. I 
don’t mean the congregation had a 
hospitality ministry or program or 
team; every member understood that 
hospitality was the norm. If a visitor 
walked in off the street on Sunday 
morning, someone invited her or him 
home for lunch. A visitor in the lobby 
was the cause of a mob scene as 

people crowded around to introduce 
themselves and shake hands. This 
wasn’t something anyone organized 
or taught. It was just the way things 
were — from the preacher to the 
person on the back pew. The culture 
kept people coming back.

• Washing feet. At the first 
Lord’s Supper, Jesus gave his 
disciples a “new command”: “Love 
one another as I love you. … This is 
how everyone will know you are my 
disciples.” He gave this command 
just as he finished washing his 
disciples’ feet. The link is clear: 
Disciples of Jesus Christ love each 
other (and bear witness to the 
truth of the Gospel) by serving one 
another in everyday, ordinary ways. 
Members of the Ashland Church of 
Christ excelled at doing things for 
each other — babysitting, changing 

oil, fixing leaky faucets. Someone 
was there to offer a ride, install 
drywall, unload a moving van or 
take in a home-cooked meal. No one 
told them to do it; they just did it. 
And every new member picked up 
on it right away. People entered the 
church by the washing of baptism, 
but they grew there by the washing 
of feet.   

• Making disciples. Dad evange-
lized Ashland with gusto. He filled 
his calendar with Bible studies in the 
community, many of them leading to 
baptisms and new members in the 
church. As the congregation grew, 
he took more evangelism on himself, 
but he didn’t show and tell anyone 
else how to do it. He did not commis-
sion others to follow him into the 
work of community evangelism. So 
when he had a breakdown that led to 
his resignation, no one was waiting 
in the wings to do what Dad had 
done — mostly by himself — for two 
decades. A few years after Dad left, 
the congregation was much smaller. 
Dad took this as a painful lesson: 
Congregations that do not help all 
of their members find and use their 
spiritual gifts as disciples will end 
up struggling and maybe withering 
away. When Dad found his way back 
into congregational ministry in 2005, 
he made “making disciples” the 
main focus of his work.

Extending hospitality. Washing 
feet. Making disciples. Any congre-
gation can do these things — big or 
small, city or country, conservative 
or progressive, poor or rich.

I hear a lot of congregations talk 
about changes in the culture contrib-
uting to their decline, about needing 
new ministers, new programs or 
new styles of worship to grow. But 
Dad’s experience in Ashland shows 
that when the culture of the church 
changes, churches can grow.

B.T. IRWIN lives with his family in suburban 
Detroit and is a member of the Rochester Church 
of Christ in Rochester Hills, Mich. He produces the 
“Minister in the Making” podcast and writes at 
btirwin.com. He serves on The Christian Chronicle 
Journalism Advisory Council.  

What my dad taught me about growing a church
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Views

B.T. Irwin

THIS CONGREGATION’S GROWTH had nothing to do with style. Rather, these three factors were crucial.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY B.T. IRWIN

Travis Irwin is shown in an Ashland 
Church of Christ directory photo 
from the 1990s. He preached for the 
congregation from 1981 to 2004.
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 See more by following brenton.daily on Facebook and Instagram.
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Editorial on unity draws praise
We label people liberal, 

conservative, woke and on and on. 
It deeply troubles me. And it does 
not reflect the spirit of Christ. Your 
editorial regarding the relationship 
between unity and respect is 
outstanding (“Reclaiming unity 
through respect,” Page 31, March). 

It’s well articulated and concise. 
I also appreciate the examples you 
cited regarding your experience 
at Harding University. I wish such 
healthy dialogues could move well 
beyond the confines of the academy. 

JOHN KNOX | Granbury, Texas

I just wanted to reach out and 
say that I really appreciate your 
thoughtfulness in your recent 
editorial.

I think it is a timely word in our 
polarized society and in a church 
culture that is often divided. Thank 
you also for sharing your experiences 
at Harding where you saw unity 
fostered despite differences. 

I had a similar experience in my 
time at Freed-Hardeman University, 
and I think people need to be 
reminded that disagreement within 
the body of Christ can be done well 
(and is done well more often than we 
sometimes realize) in the context of 
mutual respect and love. 

ANDY BAUMBERGER | Marstons Mills, Mass.

The livestream allows my wife to 
participate even though it’s difficult 
for her to get out (“Worship in PJs or 
pews?” Page 1, March).

More importantly, it allows me to 
take services to the assisted-living 
facility where my mother-in-law 
lives. There are 16 residents in the 
facility, and we normally have 10 to 
12 join us for the online service. 

Ruby, my mother-in-law, is in 
her 90s as are most of the other 
residents. I pray our church does 
not stop the livestream so I can 
continue to serve these people.

STEVEN CALLAHAN | Lubbock, Texas

The VA has a long list of religions with autho-
rized religious emblems which can be placed 
on a veteran’s grave marker. There is no autho-
rized emblem provided by the VA for veterans 
who are members of the Church of Christ. We 
are trying to convince the VA to provide a simple 
emblem of an open Bible and the words Church 
of Christ underneath. If you support this effort 
please send a letter with your name, city, and 
the name of your congregation to:

ATTENTION VETERANS

Veterans Helping Veterans
PO Box 1894
Mansfield, TX 76063
Do not send money.
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April 6-8     New Day Conference. 
Morgantown, W.V. Visit 
NewDayResources.org.
April 7     Chronicle Zoom - Wills 
and Estate Planning from a Biblical 
Perspective. See christianchronicle.
org/event for link. 
April 8-9     ReGen Youth Gathering 
and Songfest. Goldwaite, Texas. See 
acappella.org.
April 8-10     Alaska State 
Lectureship. Anchorage Church of 
Christ. See anccoc.org.
April 25-28     SOAR: Seniors 
Overcoming and Recharging 
Retreat. See heraldoftruth.org/SOAR.
April 29-May 8     The Tabernacle 
Experience. Lewisville, Texas. See 
gardenridge.org/tabernacle.
May 3-6     Pepperdine University 
Lectureship. See go.pepperdine.
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CALENDAR Pulpit minister needed for a small-town 
Church of Christ. Ideal candidate will have 
second source of income. Must believe in 
First Century church doctrine. Candidate 
may also be asked to teach classes. 
Please send resume and references to: 

Only the most qualified applicants will be 
invited to preach a sample lesson with 
pay and per diem. 

Minister Search - Texas

Ingleside Church of Christ
PO Box 430, Ingleside, TX 78362

ingcoc@yahoo.com

The North Brevard Church of Christ (NBCC) is seeking a preacher with at least 10 years 
experience. The NBCC has an average attendance of 160. We are in a rapidly growing area 
near Kennedy Space Center.  A minimum of a bachelor's degree is required. (Information
should include: a link to an archive or DVD of three consecutive sermons, a resume describing 
work history, education and references. Electronic copies would be helpful.) 

Seeking Full-Time Pulpit Minister - Titusville, Florida

North Brevard Church of Christ
(Attention: Search Committee)

PO Box 2136
Titusville, FL 32781-2136

NORTHBREVARDCHURCHOFCHRIST.ORG

The Norfolk Church of Christ is looking for a full-time evangelist. Applicants should be a graduate of a Bible 
college or school of preaching and/or have five years of preaching experience. Duties will include, but are 
not limited to: finding ways to seek and save the lost, helping to train the saints for the work of service, preach-
ing, teaching Bible classes, and visiting members of the congregation. Our minister of 22 years is retiring in 
August. The church was planted in 1963. We have been blessed with unity and the ability to financially 
support the preachers of the gospel. We have approximately 80 members who love the Lord, each other, 
and the lost. We have three elders and one deacon. Norfolk has a population of 24,000 and is the business 
hub of Northeast Nebraska. The Norfolk Church of Christ is the only Church of Christ in a 45-mile radius. 
You can check out our website, norfolkcofc.com, or the Norfolk Church of Christ Facebook page.
Applicants should send inquiries, resumes, and a video (or link to online video) of teaching/preaching to 
jschippercoc@yahoo.com or mail to: The Norfolk Church of Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 
PO Box 137, Norfolk, NE 68701.

Full-time Evangelist - Norfolk, Nebraska

Higby Street Church of Christ is seeking a 
full-time experienced minister. We are a di-
verse and loving congregation with two elders 
and two deacons. Candidate must possess 
sound biblical knowledge along with teaching 
experience. Interested candidates, please 
contact our elders at:

ministry@higbystcoc.org 
Higby Street Church of Christ 

Attn: Search Committee
706 S Higby St

Jackson, MI 49203

Full-time Minister Search-Jackson, Mich.

Are you a person who loves God, the Bible, and his people? Do you have a shepherd's heart for people?  
Do you long to see God's people grow deeper in their faith through knowledge of his Word? If so, come 
grow with us! We’re a small, diverse, multi-ethnic congregation seeking a full-time minister who can identify 
with our needs and community outreach by helping our congregation go into the world and preach the 
Good News that Jesus is the Savior. Our minister should have a firm commitment to God’s Word, the Bible, 
with a desire to help us apply it to our current socio-economic environment. 

Please start the process by visiting our website, http://www.westsideforchrist.org, where you will see 
the complete job posting along with our history. Send a cover letter and resume reflecting education, experi-
ence in ministry, references, and a sample sermon video to: newlife@westsideforchrist.org. 

Thank you. We look forward to speaking with you about your future.

Full-time Minister - Maryland
 

Full-time position open May 1, 2022, competi-
tive package, beautiful foothills of N.C., great 
congregation and location for family! 
Under oversight of elders, minister will conduct 
preaching, teaching and outreach activities 
with an enthusiastic and strong team. 
Wilkesboro Church of Christ is a well-estab-
lished church since 1950's and has all ages.
Send resume with link of video/audio preach-
ing/teaching to: 

North Carolina - MINISTER SEARCH

daleisom@shmgmt.biz

The Moline Church of Christ is seeking a 
full-time preacher to minister to our congrega-
tion of 125 members. We are seeking to 
replace our last minister who was with us for 
22 years.  The preacher will be responsible 
for preaching and teaching the Word of God. 
The applicant should possess sound, Biblical 
knowledge and the desire and willingness to 
help grow the congregation. We are financially 
sound. Interested candidates can contact 
Chuck Sanders at:

misteroutboard@gmail.com

Full-time Preacher -Moline, Illinois
The 53rd Avenue Church of Christ is looking for a Youth Minister to serve our congregation of 180 members 
and our youth group of approximately 15 teens. Our youth group is strongly supported by our membership 
and its parents. Bradenton is located on the beautiful, sunny Gulf Coast.
Our future Youth Minister will plan, communicate and execute programs and activities aimed at enriching the 
spiritual lives of youth.
We are seeking a minimum of a bachelor’s degree, preferably in Bible, youth ministry or related field. Equiva-
lent experience will be considered. Salary and benefits will be commensurate with education and experience.

A complete job description is available at http://www.53avecofc.org/our-staff or upon request by contact-
ing the church office at office@53avecofc.org or (941) 753-4153. Please send resume and references to 
the attention of the Youth Minister Search Committee at the same e-mail address or mail to 53rd Avenue 
Church of Christ, P.O. Box 20537, Bradenton, FL 34204.                          Closing Date: Open until filled.

Youth Minister - Bradenton, Florida



ACROSS
1. Followers of Jesus
6. “And Jonathan said to David, 
 Go in _____, forasmuch as we 
 have sworn both of us in the 
 name of the Lord” (1 Samuel 
 20:42, King James Version).
9. “And he wrote in the letter, 
 saying, Set ye _____ in the fore
 front of the hottest battle” 
 (2 Samuel 11:15. KJV).
10. “David and all of Israel were 
 ____ in the presence of God with 
 all of their might” (1 Chronicles 
 13:8, Christian Standard Bible).
11. Ashes holder
12. Engineer, for short.
13. “Noah was a ____ man”  
 (Genesis 6:9, CSB).
15. Fasten.
16. “We then that are strong _____ to 
 bear the infirmities of the weak” 
 (Romans 15:1, KJV).
18. “... whatsoever ye would that 
 men should __ to you, __ ye even 
 so to them” (Matthew 7:12, KJV).
19. Restaurant list.
21. Wind instrument.
22. “And he reared up the ______ 
 round about the tabernacle and 
 the altar, and set up the hanging 
 of the _____ gate. So Moses 
 finished the work” (Exodus 
 40:33, KJV).
24. Very good grades.
26. “... any graven image, or any 
 likeness of any thing that is in 
 heaven above, or that is in the 
 earth beneath” (Exodus 20:4, KJV).
27. Wine holders (Ezekiel 27:19). 
32. Dessert.
33. “Why, what evil hath he done? 
 And they cried out the more 
 exceedingly, ____ ____” (Mark 
 15:14, KJV).

34. “... an ____ soul shall suffer 
 hunger.” (Proverbs 19:15, KJV).
35. Exist.
36. Gold, ____ and myrrh (Matthew
 2:11).

DOWN
1. Fifth book of the Old Testament.
2. “O death, where is thy ___?” 
 (1 Corinthians 15:55, KJV).
3. “Blessed are the meek: for they 
 shall ___ the earth” (Matthew 
 5:5, KJV).

4. Moses ___ the Israelites out of 
 Egypt.
5. Musical piece.
6. “If your children sin against him, 
 he’ll make them a ____ of 
 their sins.” (Job 8:4, 
 International Standard Version).
7. The Roman emperor Caesar 
 ____ (Luke 2:1)
8. Philip the _______ (Acts 21:8, 
 KJV).
14. Judge of Israel.
17. “Help us, God, our deliverer, on 
 account of your ____ name” 
 (Psalms 79:9, ISV).

20. It landed on Mt. Ararat.
23. “Why did you ____ what the Lord 
 has promised by doing what is 
 detestable in his sight?” 
 (2 Samuel 12:9, ISV).
25. More blessed (Isaiah 65:5).
28. Young goat.
29. In Genesis 25:33, Esau ___ his 
 birthright to Jacob.
30. Song of praise.
31. Small version.
33. Corn part.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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Connections

Quiz by Steve Whitehead of the British Bible 
School, britishbibleschool.com.

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38. 

FOR EACH NAME BELOW, identify which of 
the four options is most closely connected.

1. Which connects with Abraham? 
Eve, Ruth, Salome, Sarah. 
2. Which connects with Adam?
Enosh, Noah, Seth, Tubal-Cain. 
3. Which connects with 
Cenchreae? Athens, Berea, 
Corinth, Delphi.
4. Which connects with Elijah?
Aaron, Miriam, Moses, Noah.
5. Which connects with Gomer?
Amos, Hosea, Joel, Zechariah.
6. Which of these connects 
with Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz? 
Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Jeremiah. 
7. Which connects with Naaman?
Elisha, Isaiah, Jonah, Malachi. 
8. Which connects with Samuel?
Dinah, Hannah, Miriam, Naomi. 
9. Which connects with Sidon?
Bethany, Gath, Memphis, Tyre.
10. Which of these connects 
with Zebedee? Andrew, James, 
Peter, Thomas.



Word Find: Acts of the Apostles
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

Find the following words from the book of Acts. The unused 31 letters form 
a statement about the book. (Find the answer on Page 38.)
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• ABRAHAM
• AENEAS
• ANANIAS
• ANTIOCH
• APOSTLES
• BAPTISM
• BARNABAS
• BARSABBAS
• CELEBRATION
• COMMANDER
• COMPANIONS
• CONGREGATION
• CONVERSION
• CORNELIUS

• CROWD
• DAMASCUS
• ENCOURAGEMENT
• ETERNITY
• ETHIOPIA
• HEAVENLY
• IGNORANT
• ILLNESS
• ISRAELITES
• JERUSALEM
• JEWISH
• LEVITE
• MATTHEW
• MIRACULOUS

• NATIVES
• NAZARETH
• NICOLAS
• OPPOSED
• OWNED
• PHILIP
• PRAISE
• PREDICTS
• PROPHETS
• REPENT
• REPHAN
• RIGHTEOUS
• RUINED
• RULER

• SALAMIS
• SALVATION
• SANHEDRIN
• SCRIPTURES
• SPEECH
• SPIRIT
• STEPHEN
• SYNAGOGUE
• TIMOTHY
• TREACHEROUSLY
• TROAS
• VOLITION

Precious souls are studying
God’s word

while improving their English
language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Join hundreds of others.

Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher

Join us for a free seminar 
April 7, Noon Central 

Estate planning doesn’t have to be a chore! Join The 
Christian Chronicle and PhilanthroCorp for a free online 
seminar to help you evaluate your financial goals.

PhilanthroCorp offers confidential services at no cost. 
They aren’t going to sell you a product, and they won’t 
manage your money. Instead, they offer strategic 
advice to help you provide for your family, reduce your 
tax burden and support the causes you care about. 
This seminar will be helpful no matter where you are 
in the planning process – whether you already have an 
existing will or estate plan or are just getting started.

Registration required: Scan the 
QR code at right to register for 
this free, online seminar. Or call 
The Christian Chronicle at (405) 
425-5070 for more information.
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Unique and Insightful History

Stephen Arthur 
Martin Jr. Retaliation 
of the Cursed. 
Friesen Press, 2021. 
$22.99. Order from 
Friesen Press, Amazon 
or Barnes & Noble. 

Sermon/Lesson Preparation

Steve Hopple. Sermon 
Seeds & Devotional 
Reads. Sunset Institute 
Press, 2018. $10.99. 
Order from Sunset or 
Amazon Kindle.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions 
are paid advertisements. Visit our 
website for more information or contact 
advertising@christianchronicle.org.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

Rick Cunningham's 
"The Day Chosen by God" 
is a unique presentation

of Biblical events 
occuring during the 

Passover moon.

View on YouTube.

Order on Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, and iTunes.    

$13.95

Plague Worship @ Home Radio & Net

770 AM Radio (DFW & North Texas)
               11 am-noon & 10 pm
1300 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                11:30 & 4 pm
1360 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                Noon & 6:30 pm
1600 AM (Memphis, TN) 
                4 pm

Successful radio evangelist will preach,
hold meetings, and help you develop a 

local radio outreach for a low cost.  
Our webmaster can develop and expand 
your website. Small congregations, too. 

Call Today!
(214) 552-3206

Want to grow with little cost?



Lawyer puts atheism on trial, asks readers to weigh the evidence
ttorney and biblical scholar 
Mark Lanier just released a 
powerful new book, “Atheism 
on Trial: A Lawyer 

Examines the Case for Unbelief.” 
This latest book is part of a three-
book project following “Christianity 
on Trial” (2014).

Lanier, founder of the 
Lanier Theological Library 
and a practicing attorney, has 
spent almost four decades in 
courtrooms across America 
arguing landmark cases in 
pharmaceutical, medical and 
antitrust cases. In this book, 
he beautifully combines his 
love for Scripture and his 
passion for the law into a 
powerful argument for the existence 
of God. Lanier writes with five of his 
friends in mind — all lawyers who 
deny the existence of God.

The book begins with the reader 
in the jury box as Lanier makes 
his introductory remarks, a legal 
primer to help jurists to the end-goal: 
the truth. He explains the differ-
ence between direct evidence and 

circumstantial evidence, offering 
examples from his past cases. He 
then describes how important the 
issue of credibility is when consid-
ering evidence — giving a spell-
binding example of how this played 
out in one of his past jury cases. 

The legal primer closes 
with a conversation on the 
burden of proof and then 
announces the book’s goal 
to use the “rules of logic, 
common sense, and fair 
play, to examine the tenets 
of atheism, agnosticism, and 
scientific materialism” (p. 9) 
from the Christian perspec-
tive, laid out in the second 
chapter. Lanier’s definition 

of “proof” distinguishes this work 
from many others, contributing to 
the current field of scholarship in 
helpful ways. 

Lanier first distinguishes atheism 
from agnosticism and theism, then 
makes a convincing argument that 
atheism cannot meet its own burden 
of proof — it cannot prove a nega-
tive. He reviews the work of the 

supposed “Four Horsemen of the 
New Atheism” and points out the 
lack of substantive proof 
that God doesn’t exist.
At best, they merely 
tear down reasons for 
believing in God. Lanier 
then assesses and reviews 
the arguments of agnosti-
cism. Using the scales of 
justice, he asks readers 
to weigh the evidence 
for a worldview with and 
without God, consid-
ering weighty issues like 
morality, beauty, justice, 
human dignity and 
significance. 

Honoring his “fair play” 
pledge, he introduces 
challenges to the case for 
God. Unafraid to venture 
deep into the faith and 
science dialogue, Lanier 
digs into evolution, allowing readers 
to weigh the facts and arrive at an 
evidence-based conclusion. 

Lanier’s “closing argument” invites 
reader-jurists to decide whether 

life is basically a sack of chemicals 
designed by time and chance — 

or a life designed by a 
divine decision reflecting 
a measure of its creator. 
Decide whether life is 
arbitrary or filled with 
divine purpose. Decide 
whether morality is 
relative or part of a 
conscience granted from 
a creator. Decide upon a 
worldview and which way 
the magnets of life should 
be positioned to bring 
a world into balance, 
harmony and inner joy.

Lanier challenges 
each of us to weigh the 
evidence, deliberate upon 
the arguments, then 
embrace the worldview 
that is most compelling.

SCOTT SAGER is vice president for church services 
at Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn., where 
he also serves on the Bible faculty. Sager is the 
author of the book “Jesus in Isolation: Lazarus, 
Viruses and Us,” released in 2021.

In Print

Scott Sager W. Mark Lanier. 
Atheism on Trial: A 
Lawyer Examines the 
Case for Unbelief. 
IVP, 2022. 216 Pages. 
$16.99.

APRIL 2022 REVIEWS THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE   37



38    THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE OPINION APRIL 2022

Bible Bowling | From Page 34

Word Search | From Page 35
The unused 31 letters read: “OUR EARLY 
HISTORY IS RECORDED IN ACTS.”

1) Sarah (Abraham’s 
wife, Genesis 17:15). 
2) Seth (Adam’s son, 
Genesis 4:25). 
3) Corinth (Cenchreae  
was its port, Acts 18:18). 
4) Moses (with Elijah 
at the transfiguration, 
Matthew 17). 
5) Hosea (husband of 

Gomer, Hosea 1:3). 
6) Isaiah (father, 
Isaiah 8:3). 
7) Elisha (2 Kings 5). 
8) Hannah (Samuel’s 
mother, 1 Samuel 1). 
9) Tyre (and Sidon were 
Phoenician cities).
10) James (Zebedee’s 
son, Matthew 4:21).

SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Crossword | From Page 34

The Church of Christ in Dubois, Wyoming, was established by the mission work of Stanley Shipp in the 
1960s. The congregation has had growth over the years; several talented ministers and been blessed with 
support from churches in the south. Gordon Lindley is the current minister in Dubois. The Dubois church is 
in serious need of additional financial support. The congregation has suffered a great "blow" over the last 
eight-plus months with deaths and moves of members. Harry Leseberg, whose family and extended family 
go back to the start of this congregation, died with COVID-19. Please consider giving to the Dubois church 
in order for the Word of God to continue to go forth in the community. The Dubois Church Family is a very 
amazing group of brothers and sisters. 
Please contact us for further information: 
Dubois Church of Christ, PO Box 67, Dubois, WY 82513
Please call or email us for more information. Office: (307) 455-3124, 
Ken Brewster: (307) 349-0617, Gordon Lindley: (210) 288-7385, gb.lindley@att.net

FINANCIAL HELP NEEDED - Help us continue the work in Dubois, Wy.

JOB OPENINGS

See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your brief mention classified ad or 
email advertising@christianchronicle.org for more information. 

Pulpit Minister Search:

Whitehall Church of Christ, 215 Streets Run Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236,
(412) 884-2055, contact@whitehallchurchofchrist.com.

Park Street Church of Christ, 621 Park St, Ashland, OR 97520, (541) 482-4635, 
ashlandchurchofchrist621@gmail.com.

Rabun County Church of Christ, house furnished, Tiger,  GA, Ed Townsend 
(803) 960-5014, Martin Davis (706) 768-0994.

Lake Norman Church of Christ, 17634 Caldwell Station Road, Huntersville, 
NC 28078, (704) 895-1155.

Philo Road Church of Christ, 3508 E University Ave, Urbana, IL 61802, (217) 
898-0425.

How is the U.S. the same as the 
USSR.?

“In the U.S., you have the 
freedom to stand in front of 

the White House and shout, ‘Ronald 
Reagan is an idiot!’ In the Soviet 
Union, we have the freedom 
to stand in front of the 
Kremlin and shout, ‘Ronald 
Reagan is an idiot!’” 

That’s my favorite Cold War 
joke. It replays itself in my brain 
in a Russian accent, spoken by a 
Ukrainian named Nick Plaksin.

This seems like the worst 
possible times for jokes. I shed 
tears as I watch a video of my 
minister friend Sasha Prokopchuk, 
standing in the ice-cold streets of Kyiv, 
pleading with Russian soldiers to lay 
down their guns and go home. I don’t 
know if I’ll see him again in this life. 

But as I look through old photos 
of my reporting trips to Ukraine, 
I’m reminded continually of how 
very, very funny the Ukrainian 
people are. Even their president is 
a former comedian — one who has 
earned respect around the world for 
the grace he and his people have 
displayed under fire.

There’s a photo of me at a Baskin-
Robbins in a Kyiv shopping mall in 
2003. One of the church members with 
us, “little Dima,” was excited because 
they had pear-flavored ice cream. 

“You have to try this,” he said. “It’s 
pear!” I did. Yes, it was pear.

And then there’s Nick. When I 
met him he was the song leader for 
a young congregation in the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Donetsk, the Cup 
of Life Church of Christ. They loved 
to sing, especially “Our God is an 
Awesome God.” Nick even tried 
to do the weird verses of the Rich 
Mullins classic that most of us skip. 

“The Lord wasn’t jokin’ when he 
kicked ‘em out of denim!” he sang. 
That’s how it sounded. (Let me just 
stress here how much better his 
English was than my Russian, OK?)

I saw Nick again in 2011 in Donetsk. 
He was working for Eastern European 
Mission, managing the distribution 
of Bibles and faith-based literature to 
public schools. His wife, Natasha, had 
served as the ministry’s Ukrainian 

operations coordinator. A few months 
earlier she had suffered an aneurysm 
and died at age 37.

In the midst of grief, Nick kept 
serving the Lord. 

And he kept me in stitches. 
He told jokes about the 

government — not the 
mean-spirited ones we tell 
in the U.S. nowadays. When 
Eastern Europeans who 
remember the Cold War 
criticize their governments, 
they do so in an almost cele-
bratory way. A sister in Christ 
in Slovakia once told me how 
great it is to finally have the 

freedom to tell her leaders what she 
thinks of them.

As we rode through the streets 
of Donetsk, Nick pointed to a giant 
statue of a nobleman on a horse.

“I asked, ‘Who is this a statue of?’” 
Nick said. “They told me, ‘Don’t you 
recognize him?’” (It was the mayor 
or some rich bigwig in Donetsk. I 
forget. Someone well known.)

“Of course I recognize him!” Nick 
replied. “But who is riding him?”

I wonder what happened to that 
statue. Donetsk has been in the midst 
of turmoil since 2014, and now that 
conflict has spread across Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, I’m told that Nick 
remarried and moved to Southeast 
Asia to teach scuba diving. Somehow, 
that just seems on-brand for him.

I know he’s grieving for his home-
land just like so many of us who love 
our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. 
I pray for Sasha, for Dima and for all 
the Christians who are transporting 
relief supplies into harm’s way, who 
are ferrying women and children to 
the border, who are conducting Bible 
studies and baptizing in the war zone.

The other day I was rewatching 
“Band of Brothers,” the World War 
II drama. At the very end the real-
life Maj. Dick Winters recalls being 
asked by his grandson, “Were you a 
hero in the war?”

“No,” Winters replies. “But I 
served in a company of heroes.”

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

Grace under fire: Remembering 
the godly, funny people of Ukraine



THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE     39APRIL 2022

The Beaumont Church of Christ is seeking a minister to preach, 
help the youth, lead singing, and encourage involvement.

Join in with three elders and two part-time ministers.

Come and see our fervor for the Lord and His kingdom! 

of Southern California

Send resumes and inquiries to:
churchelders960@gmail.com

Beaumont Church of Christ
PO Box AH, Beaumont, CA 92223

Full-Time Minister Wanted in the

Fastest Growing Area

The Mankato Church of Christ in Mankato, Minn., is looking for a full-time minister to serve in 
southern Minnesota. We are a congregation of approximately fifty members overseen by two 
elders. Additionally, we have a vocational ministry program to recruit young Christians to live in 
Mankato and work with the church. Applicants should possess sound biblical knowledge, have 
a degree in ministry or a similar field or preaching experience and good interpersonal skills. Duties 
would include, but are not limited to: pulpit preaching, Bible class teaching, community building, 
and outreach activities. Salary and benefits are negotiable and commensurate with experience.

Located in the rapidly growing largest city in southern Minnesota, we have a lot to offer! 
Mankato is 1.5 hours from the large metropolis of Minneapolis/St. Paul, with countless restaurants, 
stores, and industries. The closest international airport is conveniently located a little over an 
hour away, with a bus service running straight from the heart of town to the airport. The city 
of Mankato itself has a population of over 100,000 and is also home to a large contingent of 
college students. With a large state university in town, we have all the benefits of a college town 
and all the amenities of a large suburb. One of the biggest attractions is a ski resort located right 
outside of town, boasting months of some of the best slope time in Minnesota. Other popular 
activities include exploring the many nearby state parks and the 10,000+ lakes that offer 
everything from boating to ice fishing.

Full-Time Evangelist Needed in Minnesota

All interested applicants should submit a resume, references, 
and a video of a recent sermon to the elders at this address: 

k.nill@outlook.com
For more information, please see our website: 

mankatochurchofchrist.com 
or visit our Facebook: 

facebook.com/mankatochurchofchrist 
or visit us in person at:

 1210 Warren Street, Mankato, MN 56001

The Gateway Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister for our acapella congregation of 220 members 
and four elders. Responsibilities include preaching, teaching classes, personal work, and active participation 
in other church missions. We are seeking a man with a heart for personal work and ministry, willing to visit 
and engage with church members, as well as complete community outreach activities.
Church of Christ background is mandatory. Prefer to possess a bachelor’s degree in a Bible-related field and 
to have at least 5-10 years of experience in a full-time minister capacity and a heart for service to God.
The applicant must send a cover letter, resume, list of recent references, and video/audio links to recent 
sermons and classes by email to: secretary@gatewaycofcsouthgate.org; can also be sent by mail to:

     Gateway Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
     14950 Northline Rd
     Southgate, MI 48195

Full-time Minister - Southgate, Michigan

     The Griffin Road Church of Christ is an a cappella congregation located in western Broward County, 
Florida. Our preacher is retiring after 24 years of service and moving to be close to grandchildren. This is a 
full-time position for the English-speaking portion of our congregation. Primary duties include preaching and 
teaching weekly, visitation, evangelism, and some administrative work. We use state of the art audio/visual 
equipment in our auditorium, so technical skills are helpful. The church is about 150 since the pandemic, 
including a Spanish ministry, which is served by a part-time Spanish preacher. 
     The ideal candidate would be firm in his faith and possess the training, experience, and temperament to 
interact with multiple generations and people from multiple cultures. 
     Our leadership team includes elders and deacons. We have parents who are actively involved in the 
youth program. Every summer we have a group of teens attend Central Florida Bible Camp, and every 
September they also attend Sonquest, a statewide youth gathering in Orlando.   

Griffin Road Church of Christ, 14550 Griffin Road, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33330
954-434-1300     grcoc@bellsouth.net

Minister Search - Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

East Chestnut Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister. Our congregation has approximately 100 
members and is looking for a minister who will meet the following obligations: preaching sound doctrine, 
interacting with our sister congregations in the area and sharing the Gospel in the Fort Wayne area. Brothers 
who are interested in applying should have the following characteristics:
Essential qualifications: • Ministerial experience (5 years minimum) • Bible-based teaching (Sound Doc-
trine) • Ability to defend the faith (active within the community). Preferred skills/abilities/status: • Effective 
communication skills for all age groups (youth to seniors) • Established leadership ability • Vision for growth 
and progression in the congregation with short-range and long-range plans • Spiritual insight to our various 
ministries • Married. Salary and benefits will be commensurate with education and experience. Potential 
candidate can send a cover letter and resume to:
eastchestnutchurch2@yahoo.com with subject “Minister application,” East Chestnut Church of Christ, 
ATTN: Selection Committee, 3601 East Chestnut St, Fort Wayne, IN 46803, (260) 426-5051

East Chestnut Church of Christ      “Know The Lord, Grow the Community, Show the Harvest”

Full-time Minister - Fort Wayne, Indiana

Eastside Church of Christ is seeking gospel preachers to visit our congregation here in northwest 
Arkansas. Eureka Springs is a small tourist town located in the Ozark Mountains. We are one hour from 
Branson, Missouri, and even closer to the scenic Kings River as well as the beautiful Beaver Lake and Table 
Rock Lake areas. 
We are a small congregation often outnumbered by visitors in the spring through fall months. In exchange 
for sharing your best gospel sermon during the worship hour, we will provide financial compensation and 
reimbursement for a night’s lodging in the Eureka Springs area for you and your wife. In addition, you get to 
meet and worship with a very warm family of Christians!
As you may have guessed, our minister position IS open. We are always looking for the one whom the 
Lord may bring to us on a permanent basis. Part-time, half-time, or full-time; if it is His will, it will come about.    

Visiting or Permanent Gospel Preacher Search - Eureka Springs, Arkansas

eastsidecofc@cox.net  --  (479) 253-6590 (message phone)  --  Find us on Facebook.
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