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MAYFIELD, Ky.

Before the tornado, Penny 
Wade Smith grew frustrated 
with the neighborhood 
behind her business.

Rob Smith shared his wife’s 
concern.

As the Christian couple saw it, the 
residents had become a nuisance 
— responsible for dumping trash 
and beer bottles in the yard of Wade 
Farm Financial Services.

“A couple of years ago, I started 
thinking about moving somewhere 
more desirable in town,” said Penny, 
56, whose late father, Kenny Wade, 
started the tax and bookkeeping ser-
vice for farmers in 1985. “I just didn’t 

want to go through all that trouble to 
move all my IT (information technol-
ogy) and everything.”

Instead, Penny — whose family 
attends the Reidland 
Church of Christ 
in Paducah, Ky. — 
expanded her building 
and put up a wooden 
fence “to keep out the 
undesirable element of 
our neighborhood,” as 
she described it.

Then came the night of Dec. 10.
An EF4 twister with winds esti-

mated at 190 mph ravaged this west-
ern Kentucky community, demolish-
ing hundreds of homes, businesses 
and churches.

In Graves County, where Mayfield 

is the county seat, 22 people died, 
including nine killed while working 
at a wrecked candle factory. 

The storm also knocked down 
the fence separating 
Penny and Rob from 
that “undesirable 
element.”

‘LIKE AN ATOMIC BOMB HAD 
GONE OFF’

Driving to Penny’s 
office the Saturday 
morning after the 
tornado, the couple 
didn’t know what they’d find.

Would Wade Farm Financial 
Services still be standing?

Would it be a pile of rubble?
Penny moved to Mayfield at age 7 

and grew up in the close-knit com-
munity of 10,000. 

The mother of four adult children 
still considers Mayfield home, even 

though she and Rob, her 
husband of 33 years, now 
live about 30 minutes 
away. The couple’s two-
story farmhouse in South 
Fulton, Tenn., just across 
the Kentucky state line, 
originally belonged to 
Penny’s grandparents.

The Mayfield twister 
was one of dozens of tor-

nadoes that ripped across the South 
and Midwest on Dec. 10-11, killing 
more than 90 people. Kentucky, 
where 77 died, was the hardest hit.

See MAYFIELD, Page 12

Breaking barriers — new and old — to offer aid
AS KENTUCKY TOWN RECOVERS from tornado, church members open an unlikely relief center. 

A sign hangs from a barrier fence surrounding the historic Mayfield, Ky., courthouse, which was damaged by a 
tornado on Dec. 10, 2021. The tornado killed 22 people in Graves County, where Mayfield is the county seat. 

Damaged houses in the neighborhood behind 
Wade Farm Financial Services. 

‘A couple of years ago, 
I started thinking 

about moving 
somewhere more 

desirable in town.’
Penny Smith, about the location of 

her business in Mayfield, Ky.
Smith
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SALT.SUNSET.BIBLE

Seminars and Workshops with SALT Certification
Regional Training Events
Leadership Consulting and Mentoring
Online Consulting
Tools and Resources

The majority of congregations in this country have no elders, and too many do not
have enough elders to meet the growing needs of the congregation and the cultural
changes within our society. Sadly, only a few have established plans to meet these
challenges and prepare the next generation to lead.

SALT is designed and prepared to assist congregations across this country in five
major areas:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Feel free to contact Bob Turner, Director of SALT at bturner@sunset.bible for further
information.

To learn more, visit us at
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See STORM, Page 4 

MAYFIELD, Ky.

Teresa Herndon could’ve 
focused on what was 
lost.

Her home. Her 
neighborhood. Her sense of 
normalcy.

Instead, Herndon, 52, 
praised God for what she 

found after 
an EF4 
tornado 
wiped out 
huge parts of 
her western 
Kentucky 
hometown 
the night of 
Dec. 10.

The 
Northside 

Church of Christ member 
and her husband, Andrew 
Herndon, a Northside elder, 
were in Las Vegas that 
weekend to see concerts 
by Blue Man Group and 
Shania Twain.

After learning of the Friday 
night storm, the Herndons 
quickly caught a flight and 
returned to Mayfield. About 
1:30 p.m. Saturday — 16 
hours after the twister hit 
— they approached what 
remained of the farmhouse 
they had built in 1993. 

Teresa could not believe 
the scene.

No, not the devastation at 
the place where the couple 
had raised their daughter, 
Kirsten Payne, 26, and son, 
Sidney Herndon, 24.

No, not the rubble at the 
center of the residence, 
where Teresa and Andrew 
would have taken cover — 
and likely not survived — if 
they had been home.

No, something else caught 
Teresa’s attention.

After Mayfield 
tornado, some 
stories inspire

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

BY CALVIN COCKRELL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The North 
Tuscaloosa Church of Christ has 
dealt with its share of trials dur-
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic.

It lost two 
members — whom 
minister and 
elder Clark Sims 
described as “very 
involved” — to the 
virus. Another just 
reached six months 
in the hospital, much of that time on 
an ECMO machine to support his 
heart and lung functions — a last 
line of life support.

Still, there was a sense that things 
were returning to normal last year. 
In 2020, the congregation had split 
into two worship services held 
at an outdoor pavilion because of 
the constraints of its building. But 
despite setbacks, by the end of 
2021, it had returned to one worship 
service in its own auditorium. 
In-person Bible classes resumed on 
Sunday and Wednesday, and atten-
dance was on the way up.

Then, omicron came to North 
Tuscaloosa’s doors. Multiple 
members — including Sims’ family 
— came away with COVID-19 
from the Exposure Youth Camp 
in Huntsville in late December. So 
did members of at least five other 
congregations across the state who 
were among the camp’s more than 
2,600 attendees, Sims said. For 
some, infection came despite vacci-
nation and booster shots.

The elders of North Tuscaloosa 
decided to cancel in-person Bible 
classes for one week — then two. 

See OMICRON, Page 14 

BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Rabbi Charlie, as friends and 
congregants call him, teaches 
with emotion when he tells 
students in Mark Baur’s 
Worldviews course at Fort 

Worth Christian School each spring 
that antisemitism has destroyed 
generations.

That’s what Baur remembered when 
he learned Jan. 15 that a hostage situ-
ation was unfolding at Congregation 
Beth Israel in nearby Colleyville, 
Texas, where Charlie Cytron-Walker 
leads the Reform Jewish synagogue.

Only three congregants were pres-
ent in person that morning when the 
rabbi welcomed a newcomer.

Cytron-Walker later told The New 

York Times he assumed the man 
wanted a warm place on a cold day, 
so he made him a cup of tea. Not 
long after, he heard the click of a 
gun. Thousands watched what had 
begun as a livestream of Shabbat 
services while the man held the four 
at gunpoint for nearly 11 hours. One 
was released in the afternoon, and the 
others escaped that night, physically 
uninjured. The FBI hostage rescue 
team shot the gunman.

“Of all people, he knows with very 
present awareness how violence can 
descend on a community so quickly,” 
Baur, a member of the Southside 
Church of Christ in Fort Worth, said 
of his friend.

“He always goes out of his way to
See HOSTAGE, Page 24

Amid omicron 
surge, churches 
struggle, hope
NEARLY TWO YEARS into the 
pandemic, congregations 
work to move forward.

VIDEO SCREENSHOT

Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker, who was taken hostage along with three other 
people at a Texas synagogue, pauses as he thanks the community for its support.

‘HE KNOWS ...  how violence can descend on a community so 
quickly,’ says a Bible teacher at Fort Worth Christian.

Sims

Rabbi taken hostage is a 
friend of Christian school



The people in the yard.
“There were probably 100 to 125 of 

them,” she said of the helpers who 
came to help clean up and salvage 
belongings. “I did not call a single 
person. … These were my church 
friends, family, friends of my church 
friends, people I did not know.”

In her lifetime, Teresa has heard a 
lot of amazing sermons.

That afternoon, she witnessed one.
“When you read (in the Bible) 

about the type of person we’re 
supposed to be and how we’re 
supposed to represent Christ, that’s 
what I saw in my yard,” she said. 

TOYS FOR TORNADO VICTIMS
I met Teresa at a Sunday night 

service at Northside when Audrey 
Jackson, The Christian Chronicle’s 
associate editor, and I traveled to 
Kentucky to report on the tornado’s 
aftermath.

The Herndons’ experience was 
just one of many inspiring stories 
that we heard about — or observed 
— while in Mayfield.

Northside member Jimmy 
Miller, 82, recognized me from my 
Chronicle picture and introduced 
Audrey and me to a bunch of people.

After the service, Miller and 
another member, John Dunn, showed 
us the fellowship hall that Northside 
turned into a relief center full of food 
and supplies for tornado victims.

Miller, a 1962 graduate of Harding 
University in Searcy, Ark., moved to 
Kentucky after retiring as minister 
for the Buford Church of Christ in 
Georgia. 

He shared a 
wonderful anecdote 
about two of his grand-
children who attend 
the Northside church.

The family had 
left town after losing 
power in the storm, 
but the grandchildren 
— Miller Riley, 14, who is named 
after her grandfather, and Jackson 
Riley, 13 — insisted that they had to 
return home by that Wednesday.

“Her mom said, ‘Honey, we don’t 
have electricity,’” he recalled with a 
chuckle.

But his granddaughter explained 

that the church was handing out 
toys to children who lost their 
homes in the tornado.

So the family returned in time for 
the teens to serve their neighbors.

‘ALL THE CREDIT … TO GOD’
That same Sunday, Audrey and 

I met other helpers at the Seven 
Oaks Church of Christ, another 
Mayfield congregation that has been 
extremely active in relief efforts.

Before the morning assembly, 
Seven Oaks member Kara 
Kirschbaum and her 11-year-old son, 
Cameron, were busy making trays 
full of rolls for the community.

“He’s a big help,” Kara said of her 
son.

The Kirschbaums and other 
church members planned to deliver 
300 meals — with barbecue chicken 
as the main course — to tornado 
victims that afternoon.

Stacks of chips, plates, cups and 
loaves of bread were piled high in the 
Seven Oaks auditorium, another sign 
of the congregation’s relief work.

Audrey and I didn’t get to meet 
Tyler Alverson, the congregation’s 
preacher. He was home that Sunday 
recovering from COVID-19, part of a 
coronavirus outbreak that complicated 

the church’s disaster ministry (see 
Audrey’s related story on Page 10). 
But I enjoyed talking to Alverson later.

He praised the elders and 
members of both Seven Oaks and 
Northside for working hard to 
meet the community’s needs. He 
expressed gratitude for individual 
Christians and congregations nation-
wide that sent funds to help.

Alverson shared how Seven Oaks 
plans to provide 20 families who 
lost cars in the tornado with down 
payments to buy new vehicles. 

Also in the works: Seven Oaks and 
Northside will work with a ministry 
called Bread of Life to build about 
30 “tiny homes” to help displaced 
renters on a temporary basis.

“All the credit and glory go to 
God,” Alverson said. “That’s some-
thing we want to state explicitly. 
Everything we’ve been able to do is 
because of him.”

ON THE BRIGHT SIDE
The people in the yard.
Teresa Herndon won’t ever forget 

them.
“The church just really stepped 

up,” she said. “That’s what we’re 
supposed to do.”

Yes, the storm rattled her.

Not only did her family lose its 
home, but Arrowhead Camper Sales 
— the business that she and her 
brother, Jason Fitzgerald, own — 
sustained major damage.

Still, she looked on the bright side. 
Her son found her Bible — and 

her late father’s Bible — in the 
debris. Her entire family survived, 
and her daughter is pregnant, so 
Teresa looks forward to meeting 
her first grandchild in a few weeks. 
Teresa’s house can be rebuilt, 
exactly the same as before.

“I don’t do change,” Teresa said, 
laughing. “I just like 
normal.”

A return to normal 
may take a while.

But Teresa remains 
hopeful.

“It’s either going 
to make you weak or 
make you stronger,” 
she said of her tornado 

experience. “I’m not going to let the 
devil get a hold of me. My prayer is 
that one soul is saved from seeing the 
love shown by the church.”

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross. 
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STORM: ‘My prayer is that one soul is saved from seeing the love shown’

AUDREY JACKSON

A worker uses equipment to gather the debris of a destroyed home left behind by the Dec. 10 tornado in Mayfield, Ky.

Miller Herndon



MINNESOTA 
ROCHESTER — Members of the 
Rochester Church of Christ are 
caring for and helping expectant 
mothers — from more than 8,500 
miles away. 

Partnering with the Malawi 
project, a nonprofit associated with 
Churches of Christ, the Rochester 
congregation is packing bags 
full of necessities for women in 
Africa who have limited access to 

medical supplies and postnatal care. 
The care packages also include a 
pamphlet about faith. 

The effort — led by Glen, Mickey 
and Frank Davidson, members 
of the Rochester church — has 
resulted in major assistance to 
hundreds of Malawi families. 

TENNESSEE
COLUMBIA  — The North View 
Church of Christ recently served 

as the Maury County distribution 
center for a “Toys for Tots” drive.

Working with David Bailey, the 
fundraiser’s coordinator, church 
members helped with three phases 
of the drive: gathering toys in bags 
in neighboring Giles County, deliv-
ering and arranging the 260 toy 
bags at the North View church audi-
torium and distributing them to the 
Columbia community. 

The congregation also added its 
own addition to the drive: a Bible for 
each family. On the inside cover of 
the Bible, church members placed 
labels with the North View church’s 
service times and contact info. 

JACKSON — Students at Jackson 
Christian School, which is asso-
ciated with Churches of Christ, 
collected more than 600 coats in 
a recent coat drive to distribute to 
Jackson-Madison County schools for 
winter. 

The number was double the esti-

mate of what the initiative collected 
when it was started three years ago 
by Ava Jerman, who was then in 
sixth grade. 

“I noticed several students riding 
the school bus were not wearing 
coats, so I asked our Bible teacher 
to help me start a coat drive,” 
Jerman, who is now a high school 
freshman, said in a press release.

This school year she logged 11 
hours of community service volun-
teering with the coat drive. 

All ages participate 
in the fundraiser — 
from elementary to 
high school — and 
then Jerman sorts the 
inventory into bags 
based on sizes for 
distribution among 
the community. This 
year’s collection took 

two trips to donate all the coats 
gathered by the Jackson Christian 
student body. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PAUL OPPONG

North Bronx Church of Christ leaders cut the ribbon outside the church’s new building.

NEW YORK — Christians gathered on 
a recent Sunday for the dedication of 
the North Bronx Church of Christ’s 
new $1.5 million building. 

Shadrack Oppong — a student 
preacher at the Memphis School 
of Preaching, which is associated 
with Churches if Christ — gave a 
bilingual sermon dedicating the 
space to the Lord’s work. Reading 
a passage from Isaiah 2, he paused 
and repeated, “The house of God 
has been established.”

The decision to buy a building 
came from a place of conviction. 

The church, which was founded 
in 2015, had always been a mobile 
congregation — comprised of mostly 
Ghanaian immigrants — who met in 
rented spaces on Sunday mornings. 

Spaces also used, according to 
Oppong, by secular groups for 
partying on the week nights. 

“Indeed, the reason for the 
purchase was because our congre-
gation felt it was improper to rent 
temporal spaces on Sunday morn-
ings that were used in ways very 

disrespectful to the Lord,” said 
Paul Oppong, minister of the North 
Bronx church. 

The 120-person congregation 
had partnered with the Solomon 
Foundation, a nonprofit that helps 
churches in the United States 
and Canada with loans and invest-
ments, to purchase their own perma-
nent worship space. The North 
Bronx church paid the initial down 
payment of $200,000 to the former 
owners, a Bronx branch of the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. 

And the congregation is already 
putting the space to good use for 
their community. Boxes of relief 
items  — clothing, food and water — 
are stacked in the church’s audito-
rium, waiting to be delivered to the 
victims of the recent Bronx apart-
ment building fire, which killed 19 
people and injured 44 others. 

“This church is very much into 
impacting the lives of the people 
through benevolent activities and 
the preaching of the Gospel,” 
Oppong said.

Ghanaian congregation buys building
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Members of the North View Church of 
Christ place bags of toys in the auditorium.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE MALAWI PROJECT

Care packages for expectant mothers in 
Malawi, Africa, include delivery necessities.



BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

The Highland Oaks Church 
of Christ in Dallas and the 
Rochester Church of Christ 
in Rochester Hills, Mich., are 
selling buildings that once 

welcomed thousands to continue 
ministry by smaller but still active 
congregations.

Highland Oaks, in the 1970s and 
1980s, was one of the largest congre-
gations in Texas, peaking at 2,000 
members or more.

The Rochester Church of Christ, 
adjacent to Rochester University, 
had about 1,000 members at its 
peak. The congregation now 
includes roughly 300 family units, 
which longtime elder Burt Rutledge 
says represents about 425 members.

The sales in Texas 
and Michigan reflect 
a national trend that 
will become increas-
ingly common, said 
Stan Granberg, 
trustee and vice chair-
man of the Heritage 
21 Foundation. 

 The church growth 
scholar said the foundation — estab-
lished to help dying congregations 
achieve renewal or secure a legacy 
— talked with about 20 churches 
last year that had reached a point 
where they couldn’t take care of 
their buildings. 

 “Churches are going to be 
smaller, and buildings are so expen-
sive,” Granberg said. “Churches will 
downsize or move into rented space 
or close their doors.”

 Many congregations today, 
Granberg said, are 20th century 
churches that are not able to 
transition to 21st century realities. 
Some debate whether a right or 
left lean on the conservative-to-
progressive continuum has caused 
the decline. 

But the scholar said “it has less to 
do with where they are on the reli-
gious continuum and more to do with 
a loss of outthrust” in their mission.

HEALTHIER AND STRONGER, WHILE 
DIMINISHING IN NUMBERS

Barry Packer, an elder of the 
Highland Oaks church for 17 years, 
said it shrunk over time to about 
400 to 500 on the roll and about 300 
to 400 at in-person worship since the 
pandemic, a number that’s relatively 
small for a Dallas church but would 
be huge in many places.

 The group today is predominantly 
older, but with active children’s 
and youth ministries, “age diverse 
but not evenly diverse,” he said. 
Racially, Packer said Highland Oaks 
has been “very actively engaged in 
the racial conversation over the last 
year and a half,” but it remains pre-
dominantly White.  

 The decline in numbers has been 
slow and gradual but more predomi-
nant during the past 25 years, Packer 
said. No single, significant issue 
led to a sudden slip, just a gradual 
erosion of “people who moved, who 
went to more conservative churches 
or who left the fellowship because we 
were not moving fast enough.”

 Dallas, like many larger cities in 
the South, has congregations span-
ning the ideological spectrum from 
conservative to progressive. Packer, 

who spent 16 years in pulpit ministry 
himself before settling back in his 
hometown, described Highland Oaks 
as “a very grace-oriented church.”

 “In some ways, those who move 
in that direction alienate themselves 
from a segment of Churches of 
Christ that are hanging on to more 
traditional ‘ways we’ve always done 
it,’ and that creates consternation,” 
Packer said. “We’ve gone through 
that shift — and we feel we’ve got-
ten healthier and stronger while 
diminishing in numbers.”

 The healthier-stronger compo-
nent, he said, is represented by 
broad community outreach, includ-
ing making the building available 
to service organizations for events 
and to some who rent office space 
on the sprawling Highland Oaks 
campus. Its 43,000-square-foot, two-
story building, constructed in 1986, 
sits on almost 18 acres along the 
Interstate 635 loop, known locally as 
the LBJ Freeway. Since the 1980s, 
population growth has shifted far-
ther north and northwest.

 Before 1986, the congregation 
was the Garland Road Church of 
Christ, located about three miles 
south of the current location in a 

building that, in an interesting twist, 
is now occupied by the Shoreline 
City Church, which is purchasing 
Highland Oaks’ property.

 Packer said during the last 10 
years, Highland Oaks’ leadership 
has acknowledged that, “We have a 
large facility that without question 
is much larger than we need.” Then 
there was the matter of about $1.9 
million in debt.

 Although the contribution per 
person has increased, as membership 
diminished in size, so did total dollars.

 “We’ve never been in a crisis 
mode where we can’t make pay-
ments or can’t pay the bills,” Packer 
explained. “We’ve lived on less 
margin, and debt has restricted our 
capacity to do ministry because 
we’ve been straddled with an aging 
facility, with debt payments and 
higher maintenance issues.” 

A DECISION TO STAY, AND THEN A SURPRISE
 About a year ago, as hopes rose 

that COVID-19 was waning, Packer 
recalled elders saying, “Let’s think 
about who we want to be and how 
we move forward.” Part of that, he 
said, was “Is this the facility that’s 
best for us to move forward?’”

 The group leading the vision 
discussions concluded that the 
building was being used to engage 
the community in many ways, and 
walking away wasn’t appealing. 
They decided to stay. 

 Two weeks later, Shoreline — a 
nondenominational congregation — 
approached Highland Oaks about 
buying the property.

 Over several months, conversa-
tions led to rethinking the decision. 
By early December, the churches 
had a contract. The final sale is 
expected within a few weeks.

 A nondisclosure agreement kept 
him from sharing the sales price, 
but, Packer said, it will more than 
cover retiring the $1.9 million debt, 
and “we have sufficient funds to 
relocate in the same community but 
have millions of dollars in addition 
to invest in ministry and mission.”

Shrinking congregations sell buildings
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Granberg

PART OF A TREND,  the move by two churches is aimed at ministry growth and financial stability.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY CHURCHES

The Highland Oaks church, top photo, and Rochester church are selling their buildings.



MINISTERING IN THE WORLD 
INSTEAD OF INSIDE A BUILDING

The impetus for the pending sale 
of the Rochester Church of Christ 
to neighboring Rochester University 
also was an inquiry from a potential 
buyer — the university.

 The institution, formerly known 
as Michigan Christian College, is 
associated with Churches of Christ.

 Tom Rellinger, Rochester 
University’s executive vice president 
and CFO, was a member of the 
congregation at the time. He has 
since returned to preaching for the 
Petoskey Church of Christ, four 
hours north of the Detroit-area 
congregation, in addition to his role 
with the university.

 Back in 2020, Rellinger “floated 
the idea past the Rochester elders 
and said, ‘If you’d be willing to look 
at a different arrangement about 
how both of us could use the facility, 
we’d like to talk.’”

 About six months ago, conversa-
tions got more serious, and a sale 
of the building to the university for 
$2.25 million is nearing completion 
in March.

 A long-term, facilities-use agree-
ment provides that while classrooms 
will be adapted for university 
classes, the church will still use 
them on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday nights. The congrega-
tion also will retain some permanent 
spaces for their offices, copy room 
and storage rooms. 

The university also will have 
some permanent spaces, and the 
two will share the 900-seat audito-
rium, which will allow the entire 
Rochester student body to be 
together for chapel rather than scat-
tered in four spaces across campus 
watching a livestream.

“It’s the best possible scenario to 
add educational space we needed 
for the price,” Rellinger said.  “We 
also pick up 15 offices for faculty 
and staff. We couldn’t come close to 
something like that for the price.”

The additional space will sup-
port six new programs Rochester 
University will launch in fall 2022.

The Rochester congregation mem-
bership skews young, elder Rutledge 
said, an average age of about 35. 
About 90 percent of members are 
White and 10 percent Black. The 
32-year-old building where Rutledge 
and his wife were married has some 

debt, the result of flood damage 
in 2014 that led to some additional 
repairs and upgrades.

Once a church of 1,000 members, 
Rutledge attributes the decline to 
several factors. Being located in 
the northern suburbs of Detroit, 
“we’ve always had a lot of transient 
members anyway, but a lot more are 
moving out of state.” 

In 2018 alone, 10 of its families 
moved out of Michigan, “but there’s 
not a lot coming in.”

Two large, multi-campus commu-
nity churches have added campuses 
nearby in the past decade, and 
“a number of our members have 
made the transition to community 
churches,” Rutledge said. On the 

other end of the spec-
trum, “we’ve moved 
more progressive, 
and some of the more 
conservative mem-
bers sought other 
churches also.” 

“We have a philoso-
phy of ‘called in and 
sent out,’” Rutledge 

explained, that calls members to 
more pastoral, community involve-
ment.  “We want to meet our com-
munity ministry partners out in the 
world, not get locked in to ministry 
being in the building.”

Five or six young people from the 
Rochester congregation are students 
at Oxford High School, where a Nov. 
30 mass shooting left four dead. 
“We’re opening ourselves to Oxford 
and being accessible,” Rutledge said.

Another congregation goal is to 
be more financially healthy — to 
not have the debt and the cost of 
maintaining an older building. The 
sale allows them to direct resources 
to ministry and mission.

Rellinger says ministry and mission 
are goals the university shares in a 
transaction he described as a win-
win: “We just want folks to know that 
we’ve got this shared mission with the 
churches — we want to partner with 
churches and move the kingdom of 
God together to reach people.”

In Dallas, Highland Oaks elder 
Packer echoed that desire.

“We’re seeing it not as a failure — 
there’s a sense that this is a way to 
live into discipleship and be more 
effective disciples of Jesus, with 
resources that allow us to make a 
significant impact on the kingdom.”
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Surviving
the

TOUGH
STUFF

SPONSORED BY:
Churches of Christ  
throughout Oklahoma

HELD AT:
North MacArthur Church of Christ
9300 N. MacArthur Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73132
405-621-5962
www.affirmingthefaithok.com

FRIDAY & SATURDAY,
MARCH 4 – 5, 2022

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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BY AUDREY JACKSON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Scott Elliott, minister for the 
120-member La Grange Church 
of Christ in Texas, watched 
as friends and acquaintances 

left full-time ministry nearly every 
week. 

Seeking to help others, Elliott did 
what many others had during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

He turned to social media. 
On Facebook, he shared 

resources about burnout and sabbat-
icals. While not typical in Churches 
of Christ, sabbaticals are customary 
in several Christian denominations. 

Elliott didn’t expect his elders 
to give him a sabbatical, but they 
encouraged him to take one after 
reading the resources he posted 
online. 

 He welcomed his first extended 
break in 18 years of ministry. 

“I don’t think a lot of people under-
stand that in ministry if you have 
a week off, you never really stop,” 
Elliott said. “You may have that one 
Sunday off, but you’re always think-
ing about the next Sunday when 
you have to preach or the next class 
or having to preach or whatever’s 
going on in the congregation.”

The pandemic amplified existing 
ministerial stress. Congregations 
looked to their ministers to launch 
remote pulpits, decide how and 
when to gather and navigate political 
tensions. 

When Allen Carr transformed his 
guest bedroom into the remote pulpit 
for his congregation’s virtual Sunday 
services, the thin line between work 
and life became nonexistent, he said.

For 16 years, Carr had navigated a 
career in ministry that went beyond 
the boundaries of a 9-to-5 job. 

Calls came in the night from mem-
bers of the congregation. Funerals 
interrupted time off. And the weekly 
sermons weren’t going to write 
themselves. 

Carr, former minister for the 
Oakcrest Church of Christ in 
Oklahoma City, recalled one of the 
elders asking his wife during the 
job interview, “Are you going to be 

OK about all the other times, all the 
extraneous times, that he’s going 
to have to be away — whether that’s 
because he’s in a hospital room or 
because of a meeting?” 

Carr knew his time in ministry 
would eventually end. However, the 
stress from the pandemic accelerated 
his decision to leave this past May.

“This isn’t what I want to do,” Carr 
said he eventually realized. “I was not 
happy on the basic level. … I realized 
that this was untenable.”

An October poll by the Barna 
Group found that 38 percent of U.S. 
ministers had considered leaving 
full-time ministry within the past year 
— a 9 percent increase from a poll in 
January 2021. 

A similar study released by the 
Hartford Institute for Religion 
Research found that 67 percent of 
the ministers across 38 Christian 
groups thought this past year was 
the most difficult in their ministry, 
with 37 percent seriously considering 
leaving ministry at least once. 

Further research conducted by 
Barna in 2021 found only 60 percent 
of ministers reported their emotional 
wellbeing as good or excellent. That 
self-reported number was 85 percent 
five years ago. 

Congregations seeking full-time 
ministers are in no shortage. 
Monthly ads published in The 

Christian Chronicle and posted online 
by The Jenkins Institute show a 
growing need for leadership. 

But it is not just a state of unhappi-
ness causing ministers to leave.

Bobby Kern spent a decade in 
family ministry and works as an 
associate professor of family science 
at Oklahoma Christian University. He 
spoke at the KERYGMA Preaching 
Conference about secondary trau-
matic stress — a condition to which 
ministers are predisposed as caregiv-
ers of their congregations. 

Kern believes that stress is contrib-
uting to ministerial burnout. 

“You’ve got church 
members who are 
struggling with the 
pandemic itself. 
You’ve got church 
members who are 
contracting the virus. 
You’ve got church 
members who have 
died from the virus. 

You’ve got church members that 
are split down the middle on things 
like masks and vaccines in relation 
to the pandemic,” Kern said. “And 
ministers are taking on all of that 
from all of their members, and they 
don’t necessarily have the outlet to 
decompress that themselves. 

“That’s all on top of the individual 
ministers themselves and their 

families living through a pandemic, 
trying to figure out this virus and 
make their own decisions about 
things. The list goes on and on.” 

AN INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE
The Episcopal Church provides 

guidelines for sabbaticals under 
provisions for clergy wellness and 
care. The Episcopal Diocese of 
Texas requires that agreements 
between clergy and their congrega-
tions include provisions for sabbati-
cal leave, stating that it is vital for 
clergy wellness.

While the length of sabbatical leave 
varies with each Christian group, 
many offer three months away from 
ministerial duties every seven years. 
The period of rest after six days and 
seven years is associated with the 
biblical concepts found in Genesis 
2:2-3 and Leviticus 25:4-5, author Dan 
Wolyniak wrote in an installment of 
“The Pastor’s Advocate Series,” pub-
lished by Focus on the Family.

With frameworks for taking sab-
baticals scarce among the Churches 
of Christ, some church leaders 
have turned to resources created 
by other groups. Others — like 
the 2,300-member Memorial Road 
Church of Christ in Oklahoma 
City — created their own sabbatical 
handbook.  

Former elder Bailey McBride and 
Josh Kingcade, Memorial Road’s 
minister of adult education, began 
creating a sabbatical handbook in 
2017 after realizing the majority of 
their ministerial staff had served in 
full-time ministry for several years. 

“We started to think, ‘If long-ten-
ured staff is a good thing and some-
thing a church desires, then what 
could we do to support that long 
tenure?’” Kingcade said. “I might say 
it a different way, which is, ‘How do 
you keep people from burning out?’”

Their efforts resulted in a docu-
ment that defined the eligibility and 
requirements for a sabbatical, 
including a year of preparation with 
a sabbatical committee composed of 
elders, church members and fellow 
ministerial staff. The reason for the 
long-term planning, Kingcade said, 
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Scott Elliott and his family visit the Grand Canyon on his summer sabbatical in 2021.

Kern

Keeping the Sabbath, taking a sabbatical
CHURCHES OF CHRIST COMBAT MINISTRY BURNOUT by giving church leadership extended leave.



was to foster intentionality in how 
ministers spent their time away from 
the congregation.

“A sabbatical is not just a reward 
for hard work,” Kingcade said. “It is 
an investment in the future of that 
minister and his or her ministry to 
that church. In other words, it’s a 
way to keep your ministers perform-
ing well, and it’s a benefit to your 
own church.”

The handbook noted three areas 
for ministers to focus on while plan-
ning their sabbatical: themselves, 
their family and their church. 

Sabbaticals, unlike vacations, are 
an extended period of time for min-
isters to study, connect with other 
believers and focus on spiritual 
growth so they return to their con-
gregations renewed. 

Kingcade shared the handbook 
with Elliott, the Texas minister, 
before his four-week sabbatical in 
June and July 2021.  

However, the sabbatical, which 
Elliott planned rather quickly, coin-
cided with his family’s pre-existing 
plans. Elliott spent the first day of 
his sabbatical behind the wheel, 
driving his wife, Laura, and their 
eldest son to scout camp. 

The following week when his fam-
ily reunited, he remained behind 
the wheel as they drove across the 
country visiting with other ministers 
and congregations — a privilege 
rarely afforded a full-time minister, 
Elliott said.

He found the communion with 
other ministers uplifting. 

“It was encouraging to hear from 
guys who hadn’t left ministry and 
who were still committed,” Elliott 
told the Chronicle. “This is a unique 
time. Not only are there challenges, 
but there are opportunities. …But 
I also heard a lot of the ministers 
who are staying are feeling the same 
pressures as the ones who walked 
away from church.”

His family also benefited from the 
sabbatical, Laura Elliott said.

“Minister burnout is a real prob-
lem,” she said. “Ministers and their 
families give and give and give. If 
they don’t have the opportunity to 
fill up, all kinds of problems tend 
to ensue. Many ministry families 
struggle. It’s often just hidden until 
it boils over or erupts.

“If the family is struggling, the 
minister isn’t going to be able to place 

the focus needed on the congregation. 
Then the job becomes more stressful, 
and that, in turn, is projected on the 
family. It can be a vicious cycle.”

‘DON’T QUIT. JUST TAKE A BREAK’
One limitation to sabbaticals is 

congregation size. 
Smaller congregations, common 

in Churches of Christ, present 
challenges when ministers seek to 
take an extended absence. While 
larger congregations can delegate 
responsibilities to elders and church 
members, smaller congregations 
may experience difficulty fulfilling 
ministerial duties while their minis-
ter is away on sabbatical. 

Asheley Hepburn, minister for 
the Magnolia Park Church of Christ 
in Miami Gardens, Fla., initially 
believed taking a sabbatical would 
be burdensome on his congrega-
tion. His congregation of about 75 
members had dwindled during the 
pandemic to an average of 25 mem-
bers attending in-person worship, 
with others gathering virtually.

“The cost would be too high a 
burden,” Hepburn replied to a sur-
vey by the Chronicle. “I am afforded 
vacation time, which I take.

“Sabbaticals are needed, but 
you’ve got to be able to have the 
backup to take them,” he said. 
“Somebody’s got to be able to 
preach on Sunday.”

However, the concept of sabbaticals 
remained in the back of Hepburn’s 
mind, and he began to question his 
original response. When he later 
mentioned it to his wife, she advised 
him to take time off.

“She said, ‘Yeah, you need to take 
a break. You’re going to burn your-
self out if you keep on going that 
way,’” Hepburn recalled.

Ultimately, Hepburn agreed. 
While he was unable to take a full 
sabbatical, he needed a break from 
the pulpit. Ministers in the sur-
rounding area agreed to cover his 
sermon responsibilities for the first 
three weeks of December. 

“There’s a saying out there, and 
I don’t know who said it,” Hepburn 
said, “but I live by it these days: 
‘When you get tired, don’t quit. Just 
take a break.’

“Even our savior, Christ, found 
time to get away. … I guess that’s 
the bottom line. You have to find a 
way to get away.”
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The Solution to Your Christ-Based Addiction-Recovery Ministry

All books, workbooks and DVDs sell for their wholesale price.

“�Our� church� has�great� results�with�your� 12 Steps to a Closer Walk with God Workbook�
and�its�accompanying�Bible.�We�use�them�in�our�church�recovery�ministry�and�at�a�local�
women’s�addiction-recovery�center.� It� allows� these�women,�mostly�unchurched,� to� seek�
answers�from�the�Bible�while�putting�the�steps�to�work�in�their�lives.”

Ernie�Bueno,�Saturn�Road�Church�of�Christ,�Garland,�Texas

Endorsed by NewLife Behavior Ministries and Christians Against Substance Abuse.
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MAYFIELD, Ky. 

When an EF4 tornado tore 
across four states in four 
hours the night of Dec. 10 
— devastating communities 

in Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee 
and Kentucky — disaster relief 
efforts associated with Churches of 
Christ followed close behind. 

Operating out of the Northside 
Church of Christ and the Seven 
Oaks Church of Christ in hard-hit 
Mayfield, four coordinators with 
the Churches of Christ Disaster 
Response Team began organizing 
volunteers. 

Then all four contracted COVID-
19, and the organization’s December 
relief efforts stalled. The local 
congregations decided not to house 
volunteers as coronavirus cases 
surged.

A recent Sunday morning bulletin 
for the Seven Oaks church listed 
member prayer requests, including 
the names of those hospitalized due 

to complications with COVID-19. 
Mykel Tidwell, associate minister, 
preached since minister Tyler 
Alverson was isolated due to his own 
case of the coronavirus.

Hundreds of miles away in Ohio, 
Laura Cremeans, who directs 
the Churches of Christ Disaster 
Response Team with her husband, 
Mark, struggled with 
how to help from afar. 
Mark’s recent knee 
replacement surgery 
made her unable to 
travel. 

Two years into a 
global pandemic, 
COVID-19 had once 
again made relief 
efforts more difficult to organize. 
Retirees — a group particularly 
vulnerable to the coronavirus — 
make up the majority of volunteers 
and coordinators for the Churches 
of Christ Disaster Response Team. 

The Kentucky coordinators testing 
positive was yet another frustrating 
development. 

As the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
the omicron variant surging across 
the nation at an exponential rate, 
many elderly volunteers had safety 
concerns at the forefront of their 
minds. 

Mike Baumgartner, president 
and CEO of Texas-based Disaster 

Assistance CoC, said 
the risk of exposure 
at disaster sites in 
the Philippines, 
Tennessee and 
Colorado concerned 
and created hesitancy 
among his retired 
volunteers. 

“My volunteer base 
has been lower,” Baumgartner said. 
“It started to come back and then, of 
course, we get another scare.” 

However, Baumgartner, 71, has 
continued to help with disaster relief 
in person despite his own safety 
concerns. Using a drive-through 
distribution system, he and Disaster 
Assistance CoC volunteers hand out 

prepackaged essentials and food 
while minimizing prolonged contact 
and exposure. 

“I’m probably taking a lot more 
risk than my family would like me 
taking,” Baumgartner said. 

“I try to figure out a way to do it 
(distribution) where I can reduce my 
risk as well as the risk of anybody 
that wants to help me.”

But while the omicron surge 
has limited the reach of coordina-
tors and the volume of volunteers 
with both Disaster Assistance CoC 
and Churches of Christ Disaster 
Response Team, local Christians 
have mobilized to serve their 
communities. 

“It’s still working out,” Cremeans 
said. “It’s probably just not as orga-
nized and as efficient as we normally 
like to have it. But, thankfully, 
the churches are stepping up and 
handling it, and we’re being phone 
support at the time.”

‘WE JUST GET IT DONE’
The night of the tornado, Mandy 
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Debris and wrecked vehicles surround a house in Mayfield, Ky., on Jan. 9, 2022. The house was destroyed by the Dec. 10 tornado that left many in the community devastated. 

Cremeans

COVID-19 complicates relief efforts
WHILE THE OMICRON VARIANT limits national organizations, Churches of Christ find ways to help.

Baumgartner

AUDREY JACKSON



Lovett waited in her house with her 
five children. Her husband, Corey, 
had gone out in the dark to help with 
search and rescue efforts underway 
in their small community of Benton, 
Ky., about 25 miles east of Mayfield. 

“You’re just compelled to do some-
thing,” Lovett said. “It just changes 
you when you stand in it. There’s 
been zero hesitancy that I’ve seen 
— just no hesitancy at all. Everyone 
is so driven to contribute in some 
way. … At the end of the day we all 
realize it could have been any of us. 
It’s not a discerner of people.” 

Sitting at home, her heart yearned 
to do something for those affected 
by the disaster. 

She started small, opening her 
family’s home to volunteers and 
feeding anyone who needed a meal. 
The concept quickly spread, and 
her sister suggested housing larger 
volunteer groups at their congrega-
tion, the Walnut Grove Church of 
Christ.

Then the Lovetts heard that 
the Churches of Christ Disaster 
Response Team had to halt opera-
tions due to limited coordinators and 
housing. Mandy said her husband 
reached out with a simple message: 
“Don’t halt it. Just move it over here. 
We have this space. We need the 
work to continue. We can help with 
this.”

By early January, the disaster 
response team had resumed volun-
teer registration — this time, based 
25 minutes from Mayfield. 

Mandy Lovett stepped into the 
unofficial role of coordinator, 
making a list of what areas would’ve 
been in the path of the tornado for 
volunteers to assess and note needs. 
A whiteboard listed which roads the 
tornado devastated in their county. 
Working systematically, volunteers 
crossed out the list — a task that 
took two weeks to complete. 

“Laura (Cremeans), she asked, 
‘How are you creating your work 
orders?’” Lovett recalled. “And I 
said, ‘Well, we’re rednecks. We just 
get it done.’” 

‘A SPARK OF HOPE’
More than 1,000 miles away, the 

Boulder Valley Church of Christ in 
Colorado shared this sentiment. 

Only weeks after the deadly 
tornado ransacked the South, the 
Marshall Fire swept across Boulder 

County on Dec. 30, destroying 1,084 
homes and damaging 149 others, the 
county reported. The destruction 
left many undamaged residences 
without gas and electricity. 

Members of the Boulder Valley 
church, located less than half a mile 
from the edge of the burnsite, evalu-
ated how they could help. 

One family in the congregation 
had lost their home. Some had 
minor damage. Others waited in 
temporary housing until they could 
return to their homes in evacuated 
areas. 

The ravaged community no longer 
saw the pandemic, though still 
present, as an immediate concern.

“There was really not a whole lot 
of talk about COVID when people 
were just trying to figure out where 
to live,” said Matt Eldred, the 
Boulder Valley worship minister. 
“For the first few days, COVID 
wasn’t even really an issue. It wasn’t 
talked about. It wasn’t forgotten, but 
it wasn’t the priority.”

The church had no shortage 
of local volunteers, Eldred said. 
Members who couldn’t help with 
in-person efforts gave money, made 
calls and organized volunteers. One 
family in particular — the Harrises 
— arranged meal deliveries for 
people displaced by evacuations.  

Jon Harris and his wife, Dana, 
initially weren’t sure where to start. 
They only knew they had to do 
something.

Social media connected them 
with Baumgartner and Disaster 
Assistance CoC, which offered 
financial support and advice on how 
to assist the community through 
food. Making a trip to Sam’s Club, 
the Harris family gathered boxes of 
easy-to-make meals and snacks — 
microwavable burritos, macaroni and 
cheese bowls, Hot Pockets, premade 
sandwiches, granola bars and more. 

Though in-person contact was 
limited due to COVID, Harris and 
his family delivered 662 meals over 
two days to eight hotels that distrib-
uted the food to evacuees. To add a 
personal touch — and a message of 
encouragement — their 11-year-old 
daughter, Rachel, wrote a note on 
the box of meals the family delivered 
the first day. 

“In times of sadness there is a 
spark of hope. Sorry for your loss. 
We will be praying for you.” 
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‘Finally got my flocked tree I 
was wanting,” Taga Jones 
posted to social media. 

“Trying to find the humor.”
Jones, who worships with the 

Seven Oaks Church of Christ in 
Mayfield, Ky., was joking about 
the latest fad in Christmas décor 
— “flocking” a tree 
with a white, powdery 
mixture to give it a 
snow-kissed look.

The “flocking” on 
Jones’ tree was brown 
ceiling insulation, wood 
chips and dust. Debris 
covered the living 
room, illuminated by 
sunlight pouring in 
between beams in the 
collapsed ceiling. But 
the tree, topped with a 
top hat, stood tall.

Jones’ home is one of 
hundreds destroyed by a powerful 
wave of December storms. As a 
tornado ripped apart the house, 
Jones sheltered in the basement 
with her husband, Anthony, their 
infant son and a small group of 
extended family members. 

“We could have all been taken 
tonight,” Jones posted online, just 
after the storms passed. “Thank 
you, Lord, for keeping us safe.”

‘IF WE WANT TO BLAME GOD ...’
“Why did God let this happen?”
It’s a question many people ask 

after natural disasters, said Cody 
Michael, outreach minister for 
the Decatur Church of Christ in 
Alabama, in a video he posted to 
Facebook as he headed into storm-
damaged western Kentucky.

“If we want to blame God for some-
thing, let me tell you what to blame 
God for: blame God for all of the help 
that is arriving in Kentucky right 
now as we speak,” Michael said.

The minister is a director of 
Project Unify, a ministry supported 
by multiple Churches of Christ 
in the Southeast. The group sent 
volunteers to help the Mars Hill 

Church of Christ in Bowling Green, 
Ky., serve storm victims there.

“We’re doing what we’re doing to 
spread the gospel,” Michael said.

A SURVIVOR TREE
Back in Mayfield, Taga Jones 

faces the long task of rebuilding 
her life as she tries to help her 
employees rebuild theirs. She 

and her husband are 
franchisees for Little 
Caesars and operate 
seven restaurants in 
the Mayfield area. As 
the storms approached, 
the couple closed the 
stores early to allow the 
employees to get home 
and prepare.

Tyler Alverson, 
minister for the Seven 
Oaks church, told The 
Christian Chronicle, 
“Anthony and Taga 
Jones are not only 

hard workers in our community 
but also are very important parts 
of our church family. We love them 
and hope that you will continue to 
pray for them.”

Among the debris in their home, 
Taga Jones found a painting done 
by her aunt, Terry Jones, more 
than two decades ago. Titled “Bent 
but not Broken,” it depicts a lone, 
leafless tree — reminiscent of the 
tiny, forlorn fir in “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” — in a storm-swept field.

“This picture is beyond amazing,” 
Jones said. “It could not be more 
fitting that it survived our home 
being destroyed.

“My family and community are 
certainly bent, but not broken.”

‘Bent but not Broken’
KENTUCKY CHURCH MEMBERS find hope among the debris.

PHOTOS BY TAGA JONES

Taga Jones shows off her 
newly “flocked” tree.

Taga Jones found this painting, “Bent 
but not Broken” among the debris.



Penny and Rob watched the 
storm’s path on WPSD-TV, the NBC 
affiliate in Paducah. 

At one point, their area seemed 
to be in danger. But then the rough 
weather turned ever so slightly away 
from them.

As the tornado approached her 
hometown that Friday night, Penny 
called her youngest son, Noah 
Smith, 25, who lives in Mayfield. She 
told him to grab a mattress and take 
cover in the bathtub.

“He told me later he did not get 
the mattress,” Penny said. “But he 
was spared, too. There was not a 
scratch on that house.”

Noah tried to go and check on 
Penny’s office. But he couldn’t make 
it to the street. There was too much 
debris.

So Penny and Rob hunkered down 
and waited for morning.

As the couple got close to Penny’s 
business, they glimpsed a heap of 
wood and metal where Lucky Liquor 
had stood, just across the street 
from Wade Farm Financial Services.

Turning their eyes to Penny’s 
workplace, they saw three trees 
uprooted. A neighbor’s front porch 
had blown into the office’s back 
yard. A window was broken. A 
chunk of white siding was missing. 
The roof was damaged. 

But thankfully, all the needed 
repairs would be minor.

Then the couple noticed some-
thing else: The storm had taken 
down the privacy fence, giving 
Penny and Rob a clear view of the 

devastated neighborhood.
They could not drive into the 

neighborhood. Those who had tried 
ended up with nails in their tires. 

So Rob trekked down the street on 
foot, snapping dozens of photos as he 
tried to capture what he was seeing. 

But no single frame could tell the 
story. The scene of destruction was 
too vast.

“It’s really like an atomic bomb had 
gone off there,” Rob said.
 
‘YOU START WITH YOUR NEIGHBOR’

When the fence fell down, other 
barriers did, too.

Before the tornado, Penny and 
Rob were content to ignore the 
nearby residents and never delve 
into the reasons for their struggles.

Now, they saw the neighbors with 
fresh eyes.

Some of their homes were 
complete rubble. Other homes were 
severely damaged and needed to 
be condemned, but the residents 
insisted on living in them. Still other 
homes were skipped by the tornado 
but lost power and water.

Their hearts softened, Penny and 
Rob felt compassion for the stunned 
storm victims they encountered.

Penny said she interpreted the 
downed fence “as God’s directive 
to me to get out into that neighbor-
hood.”

“Literally, the walls came down, 
and we started talking to these 
neighbors,” Rob said. “I was like, 
‘What can I do for you guys?’ And 
pretty much the first thing they said 
was, ‘Pray for us.’ They didn’t know 

what to do.”
Penny and Rob were still in shock 

themselves.
“It’s really hard to get your mind 

around what you’re seeing … and 
which way is north, south, east or 
west when all your landmarks are 
gone,” Penny said.

The couple returned home 
and spent most of that Saturday 
watching news coverage of the 
storm’s aftermath.

But by Saturday night, Penny 
started thinking about what she 
might do to help. 

Given the disaster’s enormity, she 
grappled with where to start.

Then it hit her, she said: “You start 
with your neighbor. You look to the 
closest person to you, and you help 
that person.”

Not far from Penny’s business, the 
National Guard was blocking streets 
and preventing motorists from 
entering. 

She and Rob realized that her 
corner parking lot — still accessible 
to the public — could be a perfect 
place to open a disaster relief center.

Soon, the couple and their 
daughter, Emily Smith, 30, a former 
long-haul truck driver now studying 
supply chain management, set up a 
coffee station and tables with bottled 
water, chips and crackers.

Other people started dropping off 
groceries and supplies, so much so 
that Penny’s friend Kelly Walden 
likened it to Jesus feeding 5,000 
men, plus women and children, with 
five loaves of bread and two fish.

“I told Penny this is the loaves and 

fishes,” Walden, a fellow Reidland 
church member, said of how the 
effort grew.

“Jesus takes what is offered, and 
he makes it stretch.”

 ‘WE FEED THEM LIKE FAMILY’
As the grassroots operation 

expanded, Penny and Rob began 
cooking hot meals, starting with a 
breakfast of pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, bacon and sausage.

Graceland Portable Buildings, a 
client of Penny’s, loaned the couple 
a 44-by-14-foot “horse barn” to store 
donations.

A friend of a friend donated a 
camper to park at Penny’s place and 
serve as temporary housing for a 
tornado victim’s family.

Reidland church members and 
people from various churches in 
Mayfield started volunteering to 
help. 

Two Mayfield congregations — 
the Northside Church of Christ and 
the Seven Oaks Church of Christ 
— shared items from their disaster 
relief operations.

On a recent Sunday, Rob got up 
early at his home in South Fulton 
and made two pots of chili.

After morning worship, he 
brought the chili — along with bags 
full of cheddar sausages and hot dog 
buns — to serve at Penny’s parking 
lot.

“When we fix food for these 
people, we’re only fixing them top- 
quality food,” Rob said. “We’re not 
those people out there giving you 
that cheap peanut butter and jelly 
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Debris from the Dec. 10 tornado covers the yard of a tarped Mayfield  home. A sign on the door of a damaged home tells visitors that the resident is OK.

MAYFIELD: ‘You look to the closest person to you, and you help’
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sandwich.”
As Emily put it, “We feed them like 

family around here.”
Ella Jones, a Reidland member who lives 

in Mayfield, came to help feed residents.
“It’s exactly what God would have us to 

do. It’s what Jesus would do,” Jones said. 
“That’s why we’re here — to serve others. 
And that’s what I’m trying to do.”

‘THEY ARE WONDERFUL PEOPLE’
On a chilly, windy afternoon, Emelia 

Hernandez came from down the street to 
pick out a few clothes and enjoy a meal.

Hernandez lives in a rental house just 
down the street from Penny’s business. A 
blue tarp hung over the leaking roof, but 
the full extent of the damage was unclear.

“I was standing on the porch, and the 
lights went out, and you heard a big boom 
— I guess maybe that was the water tower 
that fell down,” she said of her tornado 
experience. 

“And I said a bad word,” she added. “I 
was like, ‘Here we go.’ And we ran in the 
closet.”

She voiced appreciation for Penny and 
Rob and the other volunteers.

“They’ve been great,” Hernandez said. 
“They fixed us our first hot meal that we 
had.”

After Sunday lunch, Emily walked down 
the street with Hernandez and popped the 
hood to the pregnant woman’s car, which 
wouldn’t start after a snowstorm that 
followed the tornado.

Another neighbor, Ethaniel W. Faughn, 
known as “Pops,” ate a hot dog as his dog, 
Koko, played in Penny’s parking lot.

“Oh, Lord,” Faughn, 57, said of his 
tornado experience. “I was standing in the 
living room, and the whole roof came off 
… and gave me a shower.

“It wasn’t my time,” he added. 
“Everybody got to go.”

Like Hernandez, he praised the center’s 

volunteers.
“They are wonderful people,” he said. 

“Couldn’t be more better.”
 
‘THIS IS WHERE JESUS WOULD HAVE BEEN’

 Weeks after the tornado, Penny’s busi-
ness remains on hold.

“I can’t keep doing that,” she said of 
neglecting her paying gig.

But for now, she’s focused on serving 
her neighbors. God, she believes, is 
working through her and helping change 
her.

“I think he’s giving us lots of opportu-
nities to grow and to learn about being 
compassionate and understanding his 
great love for everybody,” Penny said. 
“Not just who we think are the people that 
he should show compassion to.”

Penny has been a Christian all her life, 
but she went through a period of struggle 
with God, said Terrell Lee, the Reidland 
church’s senior minister.

Her work with the disaster relief center 
is an outgrowth of her “new and exciting 
faith,” Lee said.

“She and her husband, Rob, are both 
taking what they’re doing here very, very 
seriously,” the minister said. “For Penny, 
this is God knocking on the door, and it’s 
a matter of obedience to her. It’s a matter 
of being faithful to her community.”

To Rob, the symbolism of the fence 
falling down can’t be overstated. 

Now, the neighbors are real people with 
real stories — often complicated ones 
involving disabilities and mental health 
issues.

“I didn’t have any hatred for them or 
anything like that,” he said of his past 
mindset. “But I do believe that once the 
tornado happened, and I actually started 
talking to these people, I realized they’re 
still people. 

“This is where Jesus would have been in 
this situation.”

Emily Smith takes a look at Emelia Hernandez’s car engine after an outreach lunch event.

Ethaniel W. Faughn becomes emotional while eating a hot dog 
in the parking lot of Penny Wade Smith’s business in Mayfield.

Volunteers pack to-go lunches outside of Wade Farm Financial 
Services for neighbors affected by the tornado damage. 

Rob Smith, right, grills hot dogs in 40-degree weather for people 
in the neighborhood during a recent Sunday afternoon. 

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON



In-person worship continued, but 
the following Sunday, attendance 
dropped to nearly half that of the 
previous week. Meanwhile, more 
positive tests rolled in. In mid-
January, the elders were still working 
on a plan for the coming months.

“We have tried to hold our own and 
are planning/implementing ways to 
move forward,” Sims said.

But more broadly, how are 
Churches of Christ doing almost two 
years into the COVID-19 pandemic, 
amid an omicron surge that’s over-
whelmed hospitals and caused even 
worse employee shortages?

It depends.
The Christian Chronicle recently 

conducted a survey to gauge the 
state of churches at the new year. 
For some, the coronavirus still 
doesn’t seem like much of a threat. 
It’s business as usual.

For many, though, the pan-
demic’s effects are still being felt. 
Attendance remains down by about 
one-third on average, based on 
those who reported numbers — and 
more than 1 in 5 congregations have 
below half of their pre-pandemic 
attendance. Some of the missing 
members worship online, but some 
have left altogether.

And with its omicron variant, 
the coronavirus has affected more 
Christians personally, renewing 
fears and causing members to stay 
home again.

“I think omicron is going to be a 
real trial,” said Norma Cook, who 
serves as secretary for the Newberg 
Church of Christ in Oregon. “People 
I know are getting ill, not just distant 
relatives or people I rarely see. It is 
hitting close to home.”

Yet even now, there is disagree-
ment over how — or if — Churches 
of Christ should adapt as the pan-
demic continues.

Most congregations had resumed 
in-person worship services last 
year and continue to have them, 
though they typically also offer 
worship and Bible classes online. 
There seems to be a hesitancy to 
lose momentum by canceling the 
services that have returned.

But should those services require 
masks? Some do. Some take tem-

peratures. Some even require vac-
cination. And the implementation of 
such protocols, or lack thereof, has 
caused significant division — some-
times even within congregations.

“Our congregation feels it is 
important to follow the govern-
ment mask and/or isolation laws,” 
Cook said. “This has not been well-
received by many. … We had some-
one storm out of worship because of 
mask requirements.”

Michele Thompson, a member 
of the Western Hills Church of 
Christ in Austin, Texas, said she’s 
concerned that the political strife in 
churches is only going to grow:

“How will this affect our congrega-
tions in the future? Will there be 
more divides and we start to split up 
into different ‘camps’ such as liberal 
vs conservative congregations based 
on politics? Will we lose the more 
liberal members to other faith tradi-
tions … or completely? How can 
we remain unified despite our dif-
ferences? Is this just the way Satan 
tries to conquer us in this age?”

Joshua Parrish, minister for the 
Lake Merced Church of Christ in San 
Francisco, said churches — especially 
those outside the Bible Belt — have 
to address such divisions head-on 
rather than ignore them.

“If your local Church of Christ 
alienates you, there may not be 
another option,” Parrish said. “You 

either stay where you are, divided 
and embittered, or you move 
and leave Restoration churches 
altogether. We are going to need 
ministries dedicated to forgiveness, 
humility and healing to emerge from 
this pandemic on mission.”

But there are some ways in which 
Christians have come together dur-
ing the pandemic — particularly 
those who’ve had strong leadership 
and have made good use of technol-
ogy to stay connected.

“Our elders made a consistent 
effort to tend to the needs of the 
congregation throughout this period 
as they made their rounds deliver-
ing communion supplies and other 
needed items,” said Rob Sparks, 
minister for the Fernvale Church of 
Christ in Franklin, Tenn. “We spent 
the bulk of our virtual meetings pray-
ing for those in need around us.”

Similarly, minister Dale Jenkins 
said the Spring Meadows Church 
of Christ in Spring Hill, Tenn., has 
made a concerted effort to keep 
everyone involved.

“We made weekly contact with 
all members,” Jenkins said. “We 
made home visits multiple times. We 
developed a grid to measure connect-
edness. We worked hard at keeping 
our family connected and staying 
involved. We provided opportunities 
to serve the church and our commu-
nity in creative ways.”

So has the Round Rock Church of 
Christ in Texas.

“Our church has worked hard 
through social media and ministry 
leaders to stay in touch with every-
one,” member Joy Dillman said. “We 
have been encouraged to let the 
leaders know if we know someone 
who needs help.”

What will 2022 hold for Churches 
of Christ? For some, it’s about get-
ting back to what they’ve always 
done. But for others, there’s no 
going back to the way things were. 
Instead, there is an opportunity — if 
not a necessity — to adapt.

“Life is different now in that our 
congregation understands that 
things will never go back to nor-
mal,” said James Nesmith, minister 
for the West Broad Church of Christ 
in Richmond, Va. “The pandemic 
has become endemic; the world has 
changed. Yet, West Broad’s mission 
of reaching out for Christ from the 
heart of the city has not. Therefore, 
the challenge we are endeavoring 
to meet is pursuing an unchanging 
mission in a vastly changed world.”

Jason Swick, minister for the 
Prineville Church of Christ in Oregon, 
said moving forward is his main 
concern. “I don’t worry about COVID 
anymore,” he said. “It is what it is. My 
worry and focus is on where we are 
going as a church. How will we raise 
up new leaders and make disciples? 
Who will we be as a church and in our 
community with this new normal?”

And though there is much fatigue 
from the pandemic and uncertainty 
about the future, there is also opti-
mism. “I do believe that the future 
will have a great outlook, and the 
Sugarland Church of Christ and all 
congregations will continue to grow 
spiritually and numerically,” said 
Margie Creswell, a member of the 
Texas church. 

John Rakestraw, an elder of the 
Northwest Church of Christ in 
Westminster, Colo., summed it up 
this way: “Hard times are part of 
life this side of heaven. We know 
that is so, when fear or pain has not 
momentarily overcome us. Tough 
times come and go, but God’s faith-
fulness to his people never goes 
away. Isn’t that what New Testament 
faith rests upon?”
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OMICRON: A new year, a new normal — the same Gospel
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CALVIN COCKRELL

In May 2021, the North Tuscaloosa Church of Christ meets in a single service for the first 
time in more than a year. Now, the omicron variant has brought new challenges.
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AChurch of Christ in the 
eastern Ukrainian city of 
Dnipro is readying itself 
to house refugees if neigh-

boring Russia invades.  
“We’ve already told some congre-

gations that we can be a point 
of gathering for them,” church 
member Alexander Rodichev told 
The Christian Chronicle.

But it’s likely that such an 
arrangement would only be tempo-
rary, Rodichev said, “because we 
probably also will have to move to 
the west.” He’s already made inqui-
ries about places to stay.

At press time, Russia had 
amassed some 127,000 troops 
along its western border with 
Ukraine, according to the 
Ukrainian defense ministry. 
Among Russia’s demands are 
assurances that Ukraine, once part 
of the Soviet Union, will never join 
the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization 
and also a ban on 
NATO weapons 
in the NATO 
member nations of 
Central and Eastern 
Europe.

Ukrainian 
Christians have 
experienced death, displacement 
and loss in conflicts with Russia 
that date back to 2014. That’s when 
Russia seized Crimea, a peninsula 
on the Black Sea, from Ukraine 
after the ouster of Ukraine’s 
pro-Russian president, Viktor 
Yanukovych. Soon after, pro-Rus-
sian separatists began a bloody 
campaign to seize the Donbas 
region in eastern Ukraine. 

The region was home to many 

Churches of Christ before the 
conflict. Members were killed 
and kidnapped in the conflict, and 
hundreds became refugees, moving 
west to cities outside the conflict 
zone including the capital, Kyiv. 

Some church members have 
taken jobs in other countries, 
including Poland and the Czech 
Republic, and were trapped there 
due to COVID-19 
lockdowns, 
Rodichev said. Now 
they don’t know if 
they should return 
home.

Ukrainians 
have learned to 
live with uncer-
tainty, but “the 
elephant on the border” remains 
a constant, looming threat, said 
Brandon Price, who works with the 
Ukrainian Bible Institute in Kyiv. 
The school, which is associated 
with Churches of Christ, trains 
men and women for ministry.  

“Daily life carries on like 
normal,” Price said, though city 
officials urge people to locate their 
nearest bomb shelters and to stock 
up on emergency supplies. 

Though many are nervous, they 
“don’t have anything else to do but to 
live life,” Price said. “There’s essen-
tially nowhere to run this time.”

Church members are praying 
for peace and becoming more 
mindful of “the temporary nature 
of this world,” Price said. The 
tension has reinforced the sense 
of mission among the institute’s 
staff. Graduates of the school have 
launched and supported ministries 
that have provided humanitarian 
aid for refugees since 2014.  

“We need to continue to train 
Christians to know God’s word 
and to lead ministries which will 
meet the needs of those around 
us,” Price said. “No matter what 
form UBI may take in the days 
to come, I believe this school is a 
vital part of Ukraine’s future.”

Rodichev said that, as he and his 
fellow Ukrainians watch diplomats 
from Russia and the U.S. negotiate 
their country’s fate, “we know that 
we can’t impact those decisions.”

Instead, he said, “I want to ask 
all our brothers and sisters in 
Christ to pray, and I hope that, if 
full-scale war comes, they will be 
ready to help.”

ITAPETINGA — A mobile classroom used 
by Churches of Christ to spread the 
gospel in this South American nation 
recently became a rescue vehicle of 
another sort. 

And a baptistery, where souls are saved 
through the watery grave of baptism, 
was used to save souls from water.

Torrential rains in Brazil’s north-
eastern Bahia state left some 16,000 
people homeless across 58 municipal-
ities. Five families who worship with 
a Church of Christ in Itapetinga lost 
everything, said missionary Randy 
Short. The minister emptied supplies 
from his mobile classroom truck and 
used the vehicle to rescue families and 
their belongings.

The small church also had a fiber-
glass baptistery, recently donated by 
the Boa Viagem Church of Christ as 
they constructed a new one. Church 
members used the old baptistery, which 
had not yet been installed, as a boat to 
rescue people stranded by floodwaters.

“The baptistery was soon returned to 
its original use,” Short said. On a recent 
Sunday, three people who had been 
studying with the minister were baptized. 
Meanwhile, flood relief work continues.

“It was so encouraging to see the 
churches from all over Brazil come 
together to help,” Short said. “It was also 
encouraging to see the small church in 
Itapetinga doing so much to help the 
unfortunate in their community while not 
forgetting that there is a need greater 
than the immediate physical needs.”

Short and his wife, Kathy, work with 
Churches of Christ and a theological 
seminary in northeastern Brazil.
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Rodichev

The elephant on the border
AS RUSSIA AND THE U.S. debate 
the future of Ukraine, church 
members in the besieged 
nation plan for ministry.

PHOTO PROVIDED 

Standing on a boat in the middle of a frozen river, Jeff Abrams and 
translator Alexander Rodnaev preach during a retreat in the eastern 
Ukrainian city of Sviatohirsk, near the Russian border, in 2014. Abrams, 
minister for the Tuscumbia Church of Christ in Alabama, hopes to return.

Price

S P O T L I G H T

When a baptistery 
becomes a lifeboat

PHOTO PROVIDED BY RANDY SHORT 

In the midst of floods, church members 
in Brazil use a baptistery as a boat.



ALBANIA
BERAT — He wasn’t thinking big 
enough.

Minister Cimi Kafexhiu, who 
preaches for the Durres Church of 
Christ, rented a small house for a 
new congregation in Berat, a city that 
was part of the Roman empire some 
2,500 years ago.

The minister hoped the rented 
space would be big enough for a new 
congregation in Berat, planted in 
October.

“Well, I was wrong,” Kafexhiu 
said. After three months, the church 
has a regular attendance of 35 to 40 
people for its Thursday Bible study 
and Sunday worship services. The 
church also has about 10 teens and 
15 to 20 children.

About a dozen of the worshipers 
are baptized believers, said 
Kafexhiu, who travels to Berat twice 
per week with his wife, Anila. They 
teach classes for adults and youths. 
The minister expects more baptisms 
to follow and hopes to procure a 
communion set and an overhead 
projector for the church — in addi-
tion to a bigger meeting place. 

SERBIA
BELGRADE — Members of a Church 
of Christ in this Central European 
capital, including minister Drasko 
Denovic, recently completed trans-
lating The Bible for Kids app into 
their native language. Denovic said 
he’s hopeful that the translated 
material will be incorporated into 

YouVersion, the popular Bible app 
for mobile devices. 

The church members also 
completed “synchronizations,” 
matching spoken-word audio with 

video, for nine videos 
in the BibleProject.
com series, covering 
the books of Matthew 
through Acts, so that 
they can be heard in 
Serbian.

“It looks like we are 
slowly getting closer 
to the digital genera-

tion,” Denovic said, “not through just 
the ‘normal’ street evangelism, but to 
those who have replaced paper with 
the digital media as well.”

TOGO
LOMÉ — A school that meets in the 
building of the Nukafu Church of 
Christ has grown to 310 students, 
minister Esperance Mensah said.

The church also operates a school 
in the rural village of Yobone that has 

74 students.
The schools had 

an exam pass rate in 
excess of 98 percent 
last year, Mensah 
said, and the govern-
ment education 
department honored 
them with a certif-
icate. The church 

is raising funds to buy 18 laptop 
computers and furnish a computer 
lab.
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Global Reunion 2022
June 6-10

17th Annual Camp for 
TCKs and Families in the ReEntry Stage of Cross-Cultural Living

Register before April 1
for Earlybird Discount

No registrations can be accepted a� er May 1.

For more information and registration:
oc.edu/globalreunion

Nancy.Hartman@oc.edu

In-person event • March 31 - April 1, 2022
Register by March 15 • acu.edu/summit

ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Denovic

Mensah

PHOTO PROVIDED BY CIMI KAFEXHIU 

Cimi Kafexhiu leads singing during Sunday worship in Berat, Albania.
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A Social Network for Spiritual Growth

JOIN MATHETIS TODAY!

Visit mathetis.org
We are currently seeking Mentors to help guide  
groups requesting assistance with our online courses.
Sign up now at mathetis.org/mentor-application.
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NASHVILLE, Tenn.  

It’s easy to miss amid the 
upscale apartment complexes of 
Nashville’s Bellevue neighborhood 
— a small, unassuming church 

building in a clump of trees off 
Interstate 40, just up the street from 
a Hindu temple. 

But the Old Hickory Boulevard 
Church of Christ is rich with his-
tory. Located at the intersection of 
Tolbert Road and Old Hickory — 
the nickname of former President 
Andrew Jackson  — the house of 
worship stands on one of the oldest 
settlements continuously owned by 
an African American family in the 
state of Tennessee.

Among the 35 to 40 souls who 
gather each Sunday are descen-
dants of a former slave. His name 
was George Hyde, but his owners 
changed his last name to Tolbert, 
said Andrew L. Carney Jr., one of 
the church’s ministers.

In the days before emancipation, 
Tolbert managed to purchase his 
own freedom. He cut, hauled and 
sold lumber with his sons. In 1879, 
just 14 years after the end of the Civil 
War, he purchased 97.5 acres of land 
in what is now Bellevue. 

He paid $9 per acre, said Brandon 
Starks, a funeral director who mar-
ried into the Tolbert family, in an 
interview with The 
Vue, a Bellevue com-
munity newspaper. By 
some estimates, that’s 
nearly $250 per acre 
in today’s currency. 

Tolbert operated a 
farm on the property, 
which came to be 
known as Tolbert 
Hollow. He sold produce and live-
stock. He had several employees. 

His descendants also had an abid-
ing faith. Evangelists from Churches 

of Christ baptized members of the 
family. They worshiped in homes and 
at a nearby school until 1955, when 
they began construction of a church 
building on the property.

“I was really young at that time,” 
said Carney, who recently turned 
82. “I vaguely remember Dad haul-
ing the rocks from the quarry up on 
the hill with a team of horses.”

More than a dozen of Tolbert’s 
descendants still live and worship 
on the land he purchased 143 years 
ago. Carney’s father preached for 
the church. A few years after the 
building was completed, Carney left 

for Southwestern Christian College, 
a historically Black college in Texas 
associated with Churches of Christ, 
to train for ministry. 

He graduated and preached 
for congregations in Indiana and 
Michigan. For 16  years he served 
as ministering evangelist for the 
Westside Church of Christ in 
Detroit. In 1993 he returned to 
Nashville to become co-minister for 
the Old Hickory Boulevard church 
with his brother, Carl D. Carney Sr. 
Recently his nephew, Jason Carney, 
joined the preaching staff.

“I am convinced that God is 

leaving us here for some purpose,” 
Andrew Carney told the congrega-
tion during a recent sermon. Yet he 
reminded them of the apostle Paul’s 
words in Acts 17:24, that the Lord 
of heaven and earth “dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands.” 

“Have we made progress?” he 
asked the church, noting that prog-
ress isn’t measured in property or 
possessions. 

Rather, “look and see if our love 
doubled, our love tripled,” he said, 
“our love for our fellow man, our 
love for God and especially our love 
for persons of like, precious faith.”
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A FORMER SLAVE who bought his freedom set up a homestead on Nashville’s west side. More than 
140 years later, his descendants continue to live and worship on the land that bears his name.

‘God is leaving us here for some purpose’

A. Carney

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

The Old Hickory Boulevard church meets in Tolbert Hollow, which received historical status from Nashville in 2003.
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SILVER POINT, Tenn.  

From her front porch, adorned 
with periwinkles and impatiens, 
Evelyn Buck keeps watch over a 
small piece of American history. 

The 90-year-old believer is the 
lone sentinel of the West End 
Church of Christ at Silver Point, 
where a thriving community of 
Black Christians served orphans, 
taught schoolchildren, launched 
cottage industries and trained gospel 
preachers in the early 1900s. 

The 105-year-old church building 
sits on a lonely stretch of Center Hill 
Dam Road, off Interstate 40 in unin-
corporated Putnam County, an hour 
east of Nashville. Buck’s small, tidy 
home with light yellow siding is just 
around the corner from the unas-
suming red-brick structure, which 
was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2007.

Sitting on a white rocking chair, 
socially distanced from a Christian 
Chronicle reporter, she talked about 
the countless days she spent at the 
church building, which doubled as 
her school. A slight breeze rattled 
the wind chimes above her head as a 
pickup truck roared by, briefly inter-
rupting her story.

“It’s like a speedway,” she said, 
more bemused than irritated. 

Of course, she remembers the days 
when the road was gravel and dirt. 
She’s walked it countless times, to 
school and to Sunday worship.

“We had dusty feet,” she said, “just 
like in biblical times.”

THE ‘DUTY OF THE CHURCH’
Her father, Corinth “Jack” Garrett, 

farmed tobacco. Evelyn, the oldest of 
her siblings, helped with the harvest 
in the early years. “I hated it so bad, I 
never smoked,” she said.

The family was part of a community of 
Black farmers who came to Tennessee’s 
Upper Cumberland region before the 

Civil War. They were among “the first 
generation of Blacks not threatened 
by enslavement, yet entrenched in 
Jim Crow,” wrote Althea Armstrong, a 
descendant of the Silver Point Christians, 
in the application for historic status.

That school grew out of a desire 
to break the cycle of 
poverty experienced 
by rural Blacks in the 
post-Reconstruction 
era, Armstrong wrote, 
based on interviews 
she conducted with 
the farming families. 
Devout Christians, 
they had concerns for 
their children’s education and faith — 
concerns later voiced by author Carter 
G. Woodson, often called “the father of 
Black history,” in his 1933 book “The 
Mis-Education of the Negro.”  

“Negro’s Christianity does not 
conceive of social uplift as a duty of 
the church,” Woodson wrote in the 
book, which Armstrong quoted in the 
application, “and consequently Negro 
children have not been adequately 
trained in religious matters to be equal 

to the social demands upon them.”
Concerned parents found a sympa-

thetic ear in G.P. Bowser, a renowned 
Black minister who preached for the 
Jackson Street Church of Christ in 
Nashville and helped launch a Christian 
school there in 1907. In 1909 Bowser 
preached for the Laurel Hill Church 
of Christ, which met near what is now 
Center Hill Dam. The farmers, along 
with ministers Sam Womack and 
Alexander Campbell (no relation to the 
Restoration Movement leader from the 
1800s) recruited Bowser to help plant a 
church in Silver Point and to deliver faith-
based education to the youths there.

Bowser moved the Christian school 
to Silver Point, where it was named 
Putnam County Normal and Industrial 
Orphanage. Evelyn’s father and other 
farmers hitched teams of mules to their 
wagons to haul bricks for the construc-
tion of a classroom and dormitory. 

Bowser and P.H. Womack, daughter 
of Sam Womack, taught Bible, Latin, 
history and music. In 1913 the school 
was reorganized into the Silver Point 
Christian Institute, offering classes 
through eighth grade. By 1915, when 

the historic chapel was constructed, 
the school had 63 students. Tuition was 
between 50 cents and $1 per month, 
plus  $6 per month for room and board.

Cottage industries sprang up around 
the school, which sold produce from 
a garden on its 8-acre property to 
help cover expenses. The school also 
produced The Christian Echo, a news-
paper launched by Bowser in 1903. 
Evelyn’s aunt worked in the print shop.

Despite these efforts, finances were 
unsteady. Bowser resigned in 1918, 
but his drive for Christian education 
later resulted in the establishment 
of the Nashville Christian Institute, 
which operated from 1942 to 1967, and 
Southwestern Christian College, the only 
historically black Christian higher educa-
tion institution associated with Churches 
of Christ, which is still in operation. 

In the application for historic status, 
Armstrong quoted the King James 
Version of James 2:18: “Yea, a man may 
say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: 
shew me thy faith without thy works, and 
I will shew thee my faith by my works.”

“The structure that is the West End 
Church of Christ at Silver Point is a 

work of faith,” Armstrong wrote, “by 
faithful Black farmers to establish 
faith-based learning.”

GOSPEL MEETINGS AND HICKORY NUTS
The West End church’s history didn’t 

end with the institute. The church 
continued to meet in the chapel and 
hosted annual gospel meetings with 
ministers including J.S. Winston, R.N. 
Hogan, G.E. Stewart, and Levi Kennedy.

Hundreds heard the gospel and were 
baptized, including Evelyn, who at age 
12 was immersed in the waters of the 
Caney Fork River by Alfred Rucks, a 
preacher from Lebanon, Tenn.

“I said, ‘I want to be ready when Jesus 
comes,’” Evelyn recalled. She remem-
bered special Sundays when a family 
would come to visit from Wolf Creek, 
about eight miles away, in a horse-
drawn buggy. They let her ride in it on 
occasion. “That was family,” she said. 

The old dormitory didn’t survive, but 
the church building became a one-room 
school for Silver Point’s children. One 
teacher taught eight grades. Evelyn 
followed her older cousins to school 
at age 5. By the time she enrolled in 

kindergarten, she could read and spell.
“We would go out at recess and get 

hickory nuts off the tree, crack them 
and eat them,” she said, standing on the 
historic church grounds near a slope 
that students navigated to get water. 
The school had no indoor plumbing.

After eighth grade, Evelyn had to 
make the 20-mile journey to Cookeville 
to attend Darwin High School, the only 
secondary school for Blacks in the 
area. She stayed there with relatives 
during the cold winters. She graduated 
salutatorian of her class in 1950 and 
married a few years later. She moved 
to Nashville and raised three boys and 
two girls. The children followed in her 
footsteps and were baptized. 

When her son, Walter, was immersed, 
she watched with tears in her eyes. “My 
youngest son was sitting beside me,” 
she said. “He looked up at me and said, 
‘Mom, don’t cry. He can swim.’”

A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE 
Evelyn’s husband died in 1979, 

and she returned to Silver Point to 
care for her aging parents. They are 
buried in the cemetery next to the 

church building alongside many of 
the pioneering families who built 
the church and school. Most of their 
children and grandchildren have 
moved away, and the church stopped 
meeting in 1996. Evelyn now worships 
with the Silver Point Church of Christ, 
a predominantly White congregation 
about a mile from her home.  

“That’s my family now,” she said.
The West End church building 

continued to serve as a site for annual 
pilgrimages by former members 
and their children until 2020, when 
COVID-19 halted the gatherings. 

The descendents of Silver Point pray 
that those reunions can resume, said 
Armstrong, who wrote the historic 
status application. She praised Evelyn 
and Virgil Carr Jr., a former elder of 
the West End church who now lives in 
Florida and organizes the reunions.

Armstrong’s mother, Joyce Ferrell 
Armstrong, has a headstone in the 
cemetery next to the West End church 
building. It reads, “Keep the Faith.”

That’s what Evelyn Buck and Virgil 
Carr are doing, Armstrong said, serving 
as living links to a shared heritage. 

“The West End Church of Christ is 
living water for these two,” she added.

PRAYERS TO FORGIVE
An American flag flies in Evelyn’s 

front yard — a tribute to her two sons 
and a son-in-law. Each served in the 
military.

When asked about the years of 
segregation she endured and the 
ongoing racial tensions in the U.S., 
she responded, “My mother taught us 
not to be bitter, that we’re just as good 
as anyone else.” 

Among her favorite Bible verses are 
the Psalms of David, when the mighty 
king of Israel humbled himself before 
the Lord. “He was so willing to ask for 
forgiveness,” she said. “I pray about 
that all the time, that I’ll be forgiving. 
It’s not easy, but it is for me now, at 
this stage of my life.”

As she considers the historic building 
just around the corner, “it makes me 
appreciate things now, the good things 
that I have now,” she said. “We’ve come 
a long way, all of us have.”

PHOTOS: Erik Tryggestad
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Last of the ‘living water’

Bowser

A LONE BELIEVER in Tennessee watches over the site of a once-thriving Black Christian community. 

Sitting on her front porch in the Middle Tennessee community of Silver Point, 
Evelyn Buck talks about her years growing up in the West End Church of Christ.

Evelyn Buck was one of hundreds of students educated at the school inside the West End church building. Donors including 
A.M. Burton kept the school going through 1959, when the school’s students were bused to Putnam County’s public schools.

The West End building bears a banner 
from its last reunion in 2019.

Reminders of the church’s past line the 
pews and the walls at West End.
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HENDERSON, Tenn.

Freed-Hardeman University, 
which is associated with 
Churches of Christ, recently 
announced a $100.5 million 

fundraising campaign — of which 
$83 million has already been raised 
in a private initial phase over the 
past year and a half.

Called FHU NEXT, the campaign 
aims to make improvements to 
the Christian university’s facili-
ties, programs and faculty that 
will “ensure the university’s future 
for the next 150 years” — after it 
marked the first 150 in 2020.

Among those improvements are 
a digital innovation center that will 
offer programs in robotics, arti-

ficial intelligence and cybersecu-
rity; a doctoral program in ministry 
focused on practical scholarship and 
research; upgrades to spaces for 
photography majors; renovations to 
the business and student centers, 
Loyd Auditorium, residence halls 
and intercollegiate athletic facili-
ties; a new cafeteria; and an outdoor 
intramural complex with facilities for 
softball, soccer, flag football, basket-
ball and volleyball.

The campaign also includes the 
renaming of the student center to 
honor FHU’s first Black alumna and 
faculty member, Elizabeth Saunders, 
and greater access to scholarships 
for people from diverse racial and 
ethnic backgrounds.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Abilene Christian University students participate in a sunrise devo on campus.

The Beaumont Church of Christ is seeking an Involvement Minister who 
knows his Bible and the Holy Spirit’s power to create and sustain life-long 
trust in Jesus. This minister will have a demonstrated passion for the lost as 
he mentors our families and youth to improve engagement with the body and 
practicing our faith in the community. He will be able to lead singing and join 
with our three elders and others in preaching one or two Sundays per month. 
This position can expand into full-time pulpit work if desired. In Beaumont there 
is a true sense of community. Situated in the
pass between two beautiful mountains, we are 
only 1 ½ hours from snow fervor for the Lord! 
Send resumes and inquiries to:

of Southern California

churchelders960@gmail.com
Beaumont Church of Christ

PO Box AH, Beaumont, CA 92223

Full-Time Involvement Minister Wanted in the

Fastest Growing Area

We are looking for a Bible-loving 
servant leader to join our Conejo
Church family in Southern California 

and continue to grow our vibrant children’s ministry program following 
the retirement of our current children’s minister.  The ideal candidate 
will have a passion for sharing God’s word with children and their 
families. Excellent communication and organizational skills are a 
must. Finding and/or developing creative curriculum for use by teams 
of volunteer teachers will be key to your success. 
Please forward resume and inquiries to office@conejochurch.org.

Conejo Valley Church of Christ
2525 E Hillcrest Drive
Thousand Oaks, CA  91362

Children’s Ministry

Freed-Hardeman announces campaign

Endowments honor ACU alumna
ABILENE, Texas 

Abilene Christian University  
recently announced two 
new endowments from ACU 
professor and alumnus Neal 

Coates in honor of his late wife, 
Cynthia.

The first endowment of $1 
million created the Cynthia Coates 
Endowed Chair for Political Science 
and Criminal Justice to support 
the department’s faculty members 
and their research. Neal currently 
serves as the department’s chair.

The second endowment of an 
unspecified amount established 
the Cynthia Coates Endowed Flute 
Scholarship, which will be awarded 

to an instrumental education major 
— with preference given to flute 
players — or an “outstanding flute 
major who is a leader in the Big 
Purple Band and exemplifies a life of 
service.”

Cynthia, also an ACU alumna, 
was herself a flute player for the 
ACU band and first-chair flute in 
the symphonic orchestra. She later 
served as a children’s minister at 
the Hillcrest Church of Christ in 
Abilene and became an advocate for 
anencephalic infants after her son, 
Samuel, died in infancy.

Read the expanded story online 
at christianchronicle.org/
coatesendowment.
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The Church of Christ at Grand Ledge, 5 miles 
west of Lansing, is searching for an Associate 
Minister to work beside the present evangelist, 
Bill Horton. The Elders' goal is he becomes the 
full-time evangelist. Candidate has the dedica-
tion, commitment and support of the present 
evangelist to work together in evangelism and 
congregational spiritual development. Church 
is financially sound, comprised of mature 
Christians, and is a solid, NT congregation. 
Interested parties contact Bill Horton, 
whorton414@comcast.net / (517) 712-5121. 
https://cocogl.net/

Michigan church seeks Associate Minister
College Avenue Church of Christ (CACOC) is 
looking for an individual who loves the Lord and 
has a passion for sharing His love with children! 
Our church is a Christ-centered, Spirit-filled, 
and grace-oriented congregation. Our welcom-
ing nature, strong ministries, and outstanding 
community reputation have enabled us to attract 
a group of believers from many religious, 
social, and ethnic backgrounds. You can find 
more information about our church at: cacoc.
org or on Facebook.

Spirit-filled Children & Family Minister

College Avenue Church of Christ, 
1817 N College Ave, El Dorado, AR 71730-5211 
(870) 862-1552, cacoc@suddenlinkmail.com

JOB OPENINGS

See christianchronicle.org/advertise to place your brief mention classified 
ad, or email tonya@christianchronicle.org for more information. 

Pulpit Minister Search

Sunshine Church of Christ, 
20 Barklow Rd, Portsmouth, OH 
45662, (740) 935-9701, samccray@
gampps.com.

College Minister Search

College Church of Christ, 
712 E Race Ave, Searcy, AR 72143, 
(501) 268-7156, 
nick.collegechurch@gmail.com.
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thank students for coming because 
he truly believes overcoming inter-
faith ignorance can save lives,” 
the Bible teacher said. “He thanks 
students for taking the class and 
going on interfaith trips — because 
he views it as a path out of darkness 
and violence. Those are the kind of 
words that jumped back in my head 
when I heard about the crisis.”

Baur has taught at Fort Worth 
Christian, founded by members of 
Churches of Christ in 1958, for eight 
years. He patterned the Worldviews 
course he teaches for seniors after a 
similar class at his undergrad alma 
mater, Harding University in Searcy, 
Ark., taught by Monte Cox, dean of 
the College of Bible and Ministry. 
Baur views the two Worldviews 
courses as capstones for his students. 

Katie Samsill, now a junior 
psychology major at Harding, 
remembers the rabbi and the class, 
which she said remains her favorite 
course in high school or college.

She recalled Baur teaching 
students about world religions in 
a way that “hopefully, when you 
interact with someone in the work-
place or in college and find the 
person is not a Christian, it gives 
you a sympathetic view because 
media portrays a lot of religions’ 
negative aspects. The class and the 
field trip to the synagogue gave us a 

lot of positive light.”
The family of Ainsley Owen, a junior 

nursing major at Abilene Christian 
University in Texas, lives less than a 
mile from Congregation Beth Israel. 
She told her parents the Worldviews 
class was the class in high school that 
most prepared her to graduate and go 
on to bigger things.

Anna Salton Eisen, one of the 
founders and the first president of 
Congregation Beth Israel, told The 
Christian Chronicle the rabbi has 
had “a very strong commitment to 
interfaith relationships.” He and his 
congregation were major organizers 
of Peace Together, an annual walk 
that includes mosques, synagogues 
and churches.

“We started it after Charlottes-
ville,” Eisen said, referring to fatal 
clashes between white supremacist 
groups and counter-protesters in 
that Virginia city in 2017. “If neo-
Nazis could walk for hate, we could 
walk for peace.”

The spirit of welcome Rabbi Charlie 
shared with Fort Worth Christian 
students was evident in his remarks 
at a healing service conducted on the 
Monday after the hostages’ escape, 
which coincided with Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day. 

Cytron-Walker quoted King as he 
concluded the service:  “Love is the 
only force capable of transforming 
an enemy into a friend.”

HOSTAGE: Rabbi teaches on antisemitism

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FORTWORTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Mark Baur teaches Bible at Fort Worth Christian School in North Richland Hills, 
Texas. Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker speaks each year in Baur’s Worldviews class.

FROM PAGE 3

Dana Lawson, MBA, HR/QI Director 
PO Box 10, Spring Hill, Tennessee 37174 

(931) 486-2274, ext. 225 
dlawson@tennesseechildrenshome.org

Night Staff:  10:00 PM-6:00 AM, days will vary Sunday-Saturday, full time or 
  part time.  Duties are to supervise residents during sleep hours.
Teacher Assistant: 8:00 AM-2:30 PM, Monday-Friday.  Responsible for assisting 
  the classroom teacher in general supervision and management of students.  
  This is a salaried position.
Teachers:  8:00 AM-2:30 PM. Must be licensed in the State of Tennessee and have 
  experience working with at-risk youth.  School is in session through the summer.  
  This is a salaried position.
Residential Counselor (couples): Responsible for day-to-day care, guidance, and 
  training of adolescent males ages 12-18.  This is a salaried position.  You will work 
  two weeks on and have one week off.

Salaried positions are eligible for benefits including pension, 
medical/vision/dental, and life insurance.

Come work with Christians who are on a mission to show Jesus!

:
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FLORENCE, Ala.

Robert and Wilma Huffaker met 
in high school in Grove, Okla., 
in 1943. He was a senior, she a 
sophomore. At the time, Robert 

said, he’d never heard of the Church 
of Christ. But he would go to church 
with her — with the promise of a 
good home-cooked meal afterward.

He didn’t immediately become a 
Christian. “But I learned the truth,” 
he said. The seed was planted — 
and it grew. 

Robert went on to influence count-
less lives as a preacher for over 60 
years — 59 of them with the Mt. 
Zion Church of Christ in this north-
west Alabama community — and as 
a teacher, principal and bus driver at 
the nearby Mars Hill Bible School 
for 30 years.

“I don’t know how many souls 
that man has helped us save,” said 
Milton Sewell, a former president of 
Mars Hill, which is associated with 
Churches of Christ.

But none of that would have been 
possible without Wilma’s Christian 
example and encouragement.

The couple marked their 75th anni-
versary this past 
December and 
celebrated with 
family — it’s a big 
one, with four adult 
children, 15 grand-
children and 16 
great-grandchil-
dren — and friends 
at the Mt. Zion 
fellowship hall in 
January.

‘I’LL NEVER DO THAT 
AGAIN’

A few years 
after graduating, 
in January 1946, 
Robert enlisted 
in the Army. He 
said he knew he 
was about to be 
drafted, but if he enlisted, he could 
get out sooner. And since he could 

type, Robert was able to stay in 
California working in payroll. 

At the end of the year, he came 
back to Oklahoma on furlough for 
Christmas. That was when they 
decided to get married — quickly. He 
had to be back to base in California 
at the first of the next year.

So they got 
married on 
the day before 
Christmas in 1946.

Wilma later 
remarked to 
Robert, “You 
realize we got 
married on 
Christmas Eve? … 
I’ll never do that 
again!”

She stayed 
behind in 
Oklahoma for six 
weeks, but she 
couldn’t stand 
being apart any 
longer. So Wilma 
took a three-day 
train ride to 
California to be 

with her new husband. They started 
going to church in Richmond, Calif., 

and not long after, Robert decided 
to be baptized. He remembers the 
exact date: April 10, 1947.

“If it hadn’t been for her encour-
agement, I’m sure I would not have 
been,” he said.

FROM FARMER TO PREACHER
After Robert was discharged 

from the Army, a friend loaned the 
Huffakers money to buy some land 
in Oklahoma, and they worked a 
successful 500-acre farm for nearly 
a decade. They had two sons there, 
Steve and Stanley.

But one day they attended a Bible 
lectureship at Central Christian 
College in Bartlesville, Okla. — now 
Oklahoma Christian University in 
Oklahoma City. The minister who 
spoke talked of the desperate need 
for preachers and made a statement 
that Robert said challenged him.

“I used to lay awake at night 
worrying about all those people being 
lost,” the minister said. “But I don’t 
worry about that anymore. … Now I 
worry about what’s going to happen if 
we don’t take it (the Gospel) to them.”

That stuck with Robert, and he 
and Wilma soon decided to give up 
the farm so he could go to Central 

Christian and become a preacher. He 
went to school there for two years 
before finishing his bachelor’s degree 
at Lipscomb University in Nashville, 
Tenn. Meanwhile, Wilma worked 
as an administrative assistant for 
Lipscomb President Willard Collins.

Robert planned to get his master’s 
at Abilene Christian University in 
Texas, but Collins convinced him to 
stay in town.

“I think it was because he didn’t 
want to lose a good secretary,” 
Robert said.

So the Huffakers stayed in 
Nashville for two more years while 
Robert attended graduate school at 
Vanderbilt. Afterward, he preached 
in Cornersville, Tenn., for two years 
before getting a preaching job at the 
Mt. Zion church in Florence in 1962. 
The couple has lived in Florence 
ever since and had two more chil-
dren there, Scott and Suzette.

“I found a good home, and I didn’t 
want to leave,” Robert said.

He recalled visiting a woman in 
the hospital once, whose husband 
asked him where he planned to go 
when he left Mt. Zion.

“Well, heaven, I hope,” Robert 
responded. “I’m still holding to that.”

The youngest children — Scott, 59, 
and Suzette Hall, 55 — remembered 
their dad taking them to the hospital 
after school most days to visit the 
sick.

And he kept that up long after they 
were grown — until two years ago, 
when he had to stop because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

PILLARS OF THE COMMUNITY
Sewell described Robert as firm 

but fair, wise, hardworking and 
dependable — a man loved and 
respected by the community.

“He became known as a person of 
passion, compassion and concern,” 
Sewell said.

That’s a sentiment heard a lot with 
respect to the Huffakers.

“You’re just not going to find 
a preacher, not a person more 
respected than him — and her,” said 

See ANNIVERSARY, Page 26

CALVIN COCKRELL

Robert and Wilma Huffaker hold hands as they enjoy a celebration of their 
75th wedding anniversary. The Christian couple married on Dec. 24, 1946.

The Huffakers: a match for heaven
ALABAMA COUPLE CELEBRATE  75 years of devotion to each other — and to God.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FAMILY

A 1946 photo of Robert and Wilma 
Huffaker, now married for 75 years.
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Kirk Brothers, president of Florence-
based Heritage Christian University, 
where Wilma also worked as an 
administrative assistant.

The Huffaker children agree.
“He’s probably more recognizable 

than a lot of celebrities when he 
goes to Walmart,” Scott said of his 
dad. “We’ve been very blessed. We 
couldn’t ask for better parents.”

Likewise, Stanley, 70, said, “I don’t 
know anybody who doesn’t think 
they’re good people.”

Suzette remarked on their dedica-
tion to God.

“They sacrificed a lot because they 
believed in Christian education and 
kingdom work,” she said.

The oldest son, Steve, 72, remem-
bers some infamy of Robert as 
well, though. “He’s famous for his 
paddling” at Mars Hill, where all 
four children went to school, Steve 
said. “He’d say, ‘You get three licks, 
but you won’t feel it after the first.’”

And students on the school bus 
would call him “Wild Bob,” among 
other nicknames, Suzette added.

‘THE PERFECT HELPMEET’
“Very faithful and always encour-

aging to do what the Lord wants us 
to do.” That’s how Robert describes 
Wilma. “If it hadn’t been for her, 
of course I probably wouldn’t have 
even been a Christian. … So she’s 
been the perfect helpmeet.”

Wilma’s earliest memory is sitting 
in a Bible class, “learning how to 
love Jesus and appreciate God,” she 
said. “So I grew up with that kind of 
influence and always tried to follow 
that all my life. There’s always so 
many people that need to be encour-
aged, and I try to be an encourager, 
both to him and to everyone. … 
I try to be more concerned about 
others than myself.”

And Wilma describes Robert as a 
man of service. They’ve always had 
one goal, Wilma said: “to try to live 
with God forever.”

That doesn’t mean 75 years of 
marriage have always been easy, 
though. 

“It’s just a lot of give and take,” 
Robert said. “You have to do a 
lot of compromising through the 
thick and the thin — and of course 
commit to the Lord, try to live for 
him and let him direct you.”

Wilma recalled giving a man a 
paper on the history of the church, 
and he told her, “As you get older, 
this is so important to know … how 
those people handled their struggles 
and still stayed faithful to God.”

The Huffakers have done exactly 
that. 

“We have a beautiful story I think, 
not because of what we did but what 
God did through us and the people 
that we worked with,” Wilma said. 
“And I’m thankful for every opportu-
nity that we had.”

ANNIVERSARY: ‘We have a beautiful story’

CALVIN COCKRELL

A portrait of Robert and Wilma Huffaker, who enjoyed eating cake and sharing 
memories at a celebration of their 75th wedding anniversary.
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Houseparents

The Albuquerque Christian Children’s Home is a 501(c) 3 non-profit ministry that is 
passionately dedicated to providing long term foster care to at-risk children in New Mexico.

We are looking for a faithful married couple who love children, model their faith, and want 
to serve full time in our ministry as Houseparents.

Our benefit package includes:  a relocation allowance, competitive salary, paid time 
off, medical for you and your children living with you, short and long term insurance, life 
insurance, a support team on call, weekly staffing with a licensed therapist, and excellent 
on-going training. 

Interested couples can send their cover letter of interest and resume(s) to:
Sharon Roberson, Director Campus Life
Email:  sroberson@acch4kids.org
Job description available upon request.
Look us up on our website: acch4kids.org
Over 50 years of “Mending Their Past Building Their Future”
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Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services is seeking to fill the opening of EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR of the agency. Those wanting to be considered for the position should 
have the desire to help at-risk youth reach their full potential, strong administrative 
skills, excellent people and networking skills, and the ability to represent the agency 
in public and church settings.
Duties will entail overseeing the agency, which includes in-residence homes for at-risk 
youth, resident counseling services, and an on-site accredited Jr/Sr High School. The 
Executive Director will also be the “public face” of the agency. They will represent the 
agency in public and will actively cultivate support for the agency and its programs.
Though not a requirement, a license in Clinical Social Work or other Clinical Counseling 
license or Master’s-level Degrees that can become licensed would be highly desirable.
Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services, located in Valparaiso, Ind., is a dynamic 
treatment program for at-risk youth and their families. At Shults-Lewis we believe that 
families shouldn’t have to struggle alone, and our residential environment, staffed by 
Christian houseparents and counselors, offers counseling, love, acceptance and, most 
of all, hope to teens and their families.
Salary will be commensurate with education, experience, licensure, etc.
You may read more about Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services on our website at:

http://www.shultslewis.org
You may submit your resume or curriculum vitae online at board@shultslewis.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Single Parent Supervisor
          *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
          *Supervise single parents and other staff
            who work with them
          *Required to live on campus, which
            includes house and utilities as part of 
            compensation

On-campus Houseparents
           *Faithful member of the Church of Christ
           *Competitive pay
           *Rewarding work serving “the least of these”

Contact Chris Hagan
270.843.3038

Chris@potterministries.org

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

Plague Worship @ Home Radio & Net

770 AM Radio (DFW & North Texas)
               11 am-noon & 10 pm
1300 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                11:30 & 4 pm
1360 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                Noon & 6:30 pm
1600 AM (Memphis, TN) 
                4 pm

Successful radio evangelist will preach,
hold meetings, and help you develop a 

local radio outreach for a low cost.  
Our webmaster can develop and expand 
your website. Small congregations, too. 

Call Today!
(214) 552-3206

Want to grow with little cost?
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Milestones Showcase the lives of your loved ones — birth and wedding announcements 
anniversaries, memorials, honors for longtime ministers and workers and more. 
Contact tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org for rates and more information.

 Anniversary 

Al and Dot Greening, 
76 years

Al and Dorothy “Dot” Greening 
were married shortly after World 
War II at ages 19 and 17, respec-
tively, on Dec. 21, 1945. Al served 
in the Army Air Corp, now the U.S. 
Air Force, and was the 26th member 
of the Civil Air Patrol. After his 
discharge, Al was employed by El 
Paso Natural Gas and retired 35 
years later 
at age 55. 
He saved 
half of every 
paycheck, and 
because of 
this, Dot sewed 
for the public 
and babysat 
the neighbor-
hood kids to 
supplement his 
income. 

They both 
earned their pilot licenses and were 
able to travel in their Cessna 170, 
and later their Cessna 182, until 
they bought a motorhome after 
retirement to travel all 50 states and 
Canada. They raised four chil-
dren together and a foster child in 
Farmington, N.M. 

They have been members of 
Northside Church of Christ in 
Farmington for 66 years and have 
served in many capacities. They have 
10 grandchildren, 20 great grandchil-
dren and five great-great grandchil-
dren. Not only have Al and Dot been 
married more than 76 years, but three 
of their children have been married 
more than 50 years. Quite an example 
for all of us in these turbulent times.

Memorials 

Belva Voncile Brown
1932-2021

Belva is preceded in death by her 
parents, George Harrison and Belva 
Mae Green, her sisters, Garnet Opal 

Maynard and Mittie Lena Nelson and 
grandson Daniel John Hayek.

Belva attended the Belton 
Independent School District and 
graduated 
from Belton 
High School 
in 1950. She 
married 
Lonnie K. 
Brown in 
August of 
1958. They 
made their 
home in 
Garland, 
Texas, where 
they raised their daughters. Belva 
worked for JCPenney, retired from 
there and later went to work for 
Primerica. She worked until her 
health began to fail, which forced 
her to retire at the age of 75.

Belva was known to her family and 
friends as Voncile. She lived her faith 
and her belief. Belva loved her family, 
but her first love was the Lord. She 
was a lifetime member and faithfully 
attended Centerville Road Church of 
Christ in Garland, previously known 
as Broadway Church of Christ.

Belva is survived by her husband, 
Lonnie, of 63 years, daughters 
Sharon Erikson of Addison, Texas; 
Vickie Anderton and her husband 
Paul of Spring, Texas; Patricia 
Sayen and her husband Patrick of 
Arlington, Texas; and Donna Fielding 
of Garland along with 12 grandchil-
dren, 27 great-grandchildren, and 
numerous friends.

Wilson Dean Buchanan
1935-2021

Wilson Dean Buchanan, 86, died 
Dec. 8, 2021, in Maryville, Tenn., 
with his wife, Donna, by his side. At 
his request, no service will be held. 

Dean was born Feb. 13, 1935, in 
Waverly, Tenn., to David “Tink” and 
Molly Buchanan. The youngest of 
13 children, he enlisted in the Air 
Force in 1958 and served at Minot 
Air Force Base, North Dakota, as 

an instrument technician for an 
early warning radar system. After 
separating from the Air Force, he 
worked on the Apollo Lunar Module 
and Titan missiles at the Arnold 
Engineering Development Complex 
in Tullahoma, Tenn.

Called to ministry, Dean enrolled 
at Freed-Hardeman College in 1969 
and completed his undergraduate 
degree in Bible at David Lipscomb 
College in 1973. For the next 48 
years, he preached and conducted 
gospel meetings at congrega-
tions throughout the Southeast, 
proclaiming the Good News and 
baptizing countless souls. For the 
past 17 years, Dean was an active 
member of the Eastside church 
of Christ in Maryville, where he 
preached, taught classes, and 
counseled people in need. He always 
emphasized to “do what’s right, 
because it’s right.”

Dean enjoyed studying the Bible 
and Civil War history. He loved 
playing cards and dominos with his 
many friends and was a regular at 

Dollywood. 
Dean is 

survived by 
his beautiful 
wife, Donna; 
a sister, Ruth 
Crowell from 
Winchester, 
Va.; a brother, 
Delbert 
Buchanan, 
of Memphis, 
Tenn.; two 
granddaugh-

ters, Amanda Baker of Seattle and 
Catherine Tedrick of Greenback, 
Tenn.; two great-grandsons, Lucas 
and Rayden Tedrick; and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his 
first wife, Betty; their son, Barry; 
their daughter, Deborah King; their 
grandson, Jonathan King; and 10 
brothers and sisters. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Dean’s honor to the 
Eastside church of Christ, Maryville, 
Tenn., for furthering the gospel.

Terry Childers
1952-2021

Dr. Terry Lee Childers, a 
pioneering alumnus and former 
trustee of Abilene Christian 
University, died Dec. 8, 2021, in 
Abilene, Texas, at age 68.

Childers was 
born Dec. 31, 
1952, in Abilene 
and graduated 
from Abilene 
High School in 
1971. He was 
the first Black 
freshman from 
Abilene to enroll 
at ACU and he 
became the first 

Black trustee of his alma mater. He 
married classmate Essie Charles on 
Aug. 3, 1973. He earned a bachelor’s 
in political science from ACU and 
a master’s in public administration 
from the University of North Texas. 
He received an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree from ACU in 2015.

For nearly 25 years, Childers’ 
career was largely focused on public 
service as a city manager or admin-
istrator in Celina, Austin, Tyler, 
College Station and Amarillo, Texas, 
and in Oklahoma City. He formed 
Childers Construction Company and 
The Childers Corporation, employing 
more than 300 people with offices in 
26 states. Later, he was named assis-
tant agency director for the Texas 
A&M Transportation Institute.

Childers served on the Board 
of Trustees for ACU from 1988 
to 2008 and Oklahoma Christian 
University from 1995 to 2003, 
where he and Essie established the 
Childers Institute for Leadership. 
He also chaired Oklahoma’s Human 
Services Commission from 1992 
to 2019 and served on numerous 
boards including the Oklahoma 
City Chamber of Commerce, Great 
Oklahoma City United Way, State 
Fair of Oklahoma, College Station 
Medical Center, American Red 
Cross, National Forum of Black 

Continued on Page 29
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Public Administrators, Leadership 
Oklahoma, Bryan College Station 
Family Promise, and the Brazos 
Food Bank. He was a former 
member of the White House 
Minority Business Task Force and 
the Murrah Building Memorial 
Task Force, and board chair of First 
Commercial Bank in Edmond, Okla. 

He and Essie actively served in 
congregations where they were 
members, and they participated in 
numerous mission trips to Africa, 
including building a church in 
Mombasa, Kenya. Terry was an elder 
of the A&M Church of Christ when 
his family lived in College Station.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents, Watson and Ruby Mae 
(Beal) Childers, in whose name 
he and Essie endowed a scholar-
ship fund at ACU; brothers Watson 
Childers Jr., Elijah Childers and 
Billy Joe Childers; and sisters 
Adelene Childers and Rudy Jean 
Hairston Childers. Among survi-
vors are Essie, his wife of 48 years; 
children Shalawn (Childers ’96) 
Harris, Jonathan Childers and Adam 
Childers; a brother, Rickey Childers; 
and two grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, gifts in his 
memory can be made to the 
Watson and Ruby Childers 
Endowed Scholarship at ACU 
(online or Gift Records, ACU Box 
29132, Abilene, Texas 79699-9132).

Michael ‘O.B.’ O’Brien
1955-2021

Michael Patrick O’Brien, known 
by his friends as “O.B.”, passed 
away at the Denver Hospice on 
Aug. 12, 2021. O.B. attended Bear 
Valley Bible Institute in Denver. 
He then transferred to Oklahoma 
Christian University.

After more than 23 years minis-
tering and establishing congrega-
tions in China, Mongolia, Moldova, 
and many more places, O.B. 
returned to the US for a Christian 
conference in March, 2021. While 
there the COVID-19 pandemic broke 
out and he was unable to return. 
While in the U.S. he was diagnosed 
with esophageal cancer. He fought 
long and hard but left this earth 66 
years to the date after his birth .

Lemuel Harrison Phillips
1931-2022

Lemuel Harrison Phillips, born 
July 23, 1931, left this life Jan. 4, 
2022.  His life’s 
purpose was 
to share the 
gospel with 
everyone he 
encountered.

Lemuel 
married Oleta 
Robertson, in 
1950. They have 
three children,  
Cheryl, Mike 
and Vickie, and foster children 
Teresa, John, Roxie and Debbie.

After 10 years in the oil busi-
ness, Lemuel began to “fill in” as 
a preacher at the local Church of 
Christ, a profession he continued 
for his remaining life. Lemuel 
served as the pulpit minister for 
congregations in Texas as well 
as Oklahoma and Kansas. He 
also conducted mission work in 
Thailand, Malaysia, and India. 

In addition to pulpit preaching, 
Lemuel produced 6,000-plus radio 
sermons and was a humorous after-
dinner speaker. Actively involved in 
Rotary from 1967 to 1996, he served 
as an officer in Texas, Oklahoma 
and Kansas chapters, receiving 
the Outstanding Young Rotarian 
and Service Above Self Awards. 
He served as District Governor 
in Kansas and represented the 
President of Rotary International at 
additional conventions.  

Lemuel is survived by two 
sisters, one brother, his chil-
dren, nine grandchildren and 29 
great-grandchildren.

He is preceded in death by his 
beloved wife, one brother, and three 
great-grandchildren, Madison, 
Grace and Tanner McCleary

Herman Pope
1935-2021

Herman Pope, 86, of Nampa, 
Idaho, went home to his Heavenly 
Father Dec. 28, 2021. He is survived 
by his wife Shirley of 67 years; his 
three children, Allen, Stan and 
Sherry; foster daughter Diana 

King Crowley; sister Martha Pope 
Moore; 17 grandchildren; 21 great-
grandchildren; and numerous 
nieces  and nephews.

Herman was born March 6, 1935, 
in Saltillo, Miss. He graduated from 
Baldwyn, Miss., High School in 1954. 
Herman married the love of his life, 
Shirley Ann King, of Blue Springs, 
Miss., on March 6, 1954. Herman 
started preaching at 15 years of 
age. He attended Atlanta Christian 
College and Florida State University.

Herman was known for his passion 
to teach and preach the gospel and 
his love for people. He served as 
minister and held gospel meetings  
across the southern and western 
United States. Herman taught and 
preached 
throughout 
Idaho for more 
than a half-
century.  In 
1963 Herman 
and his family 
started the 
Church of 
Christ in 
Gooding, Idaho. 
In 1970 they 
were instrumental in establishing the 
Third and King Church of Christ in 
Meridian, Idaho, which later became 
the Linder Road Church of Christ. 
Later in 1970 Herman led the way to 
starting the Church of Christ in St. 
Anthony. Beginning in 2010 Herman 
taught, helped preach and served 
as a shepherd for the Warrensburg 
Church of Christ in Missouri.

For over two decades he worked 
with Camp Palisades near Idaho Falls, 
Idaho. One of his greatest loves for 
more than 40 years was Camp Ivydale 
near Idaho City. Herman served as 
director, counselor, teacher, speaker 
and board member and was always 
working to help with the upkeep and 
improvements to the camp. Donations 
can be made to Camp Ivydale. 

A memorial celebration will be 
held at The Linder Road church, in 
Meridian, Ind., on March 10, 2022. 

WITH APPRECIATION: The Christian Chronicle appreci-
ates gifts received in honor of James Bagwell, Sylvia 
Branch, John and Joy Curtis, Jackie Morue, Irma Lee 
Smentek and Roy Williams Sr. and in memory of 
Mark Easley, Paul Hendrix, Shirley Hunter, Radell 
Jean, Betty Keeler, John Kiser, Mendel Mehr, Stafford 
and JoAnne North, Herb Schumaker, Laura A. 

HIRED:  Skyler Sexton 
as the new youth 
minister for the Chapel 
Hill Church of Christ in 
Chapel Hill, Tenn. Josh 
Ketchum as pulpit 
minister for the Beacon 
Church of Christ in 
Parsons, Tenn. He will 
continue teaching Bible 
at Freed-Hardeman 
University. 
Hunter Wiederstein 
as the youth and 
family minister for the 
Alameda Church of 
Christ in Norman, Okla. 
Joshua DuBoise as the 
new minister for the 
Church of Christ at the 
Vineyard congregation 
in Phoenix.

APPOINTED: Matt 
Vega as the dean 
of the College of 
Business at Freed-
Hardeman University in 
Henderson, Tenn. Ken 
Jones as chancellor 
and Brandon Tatum as 
executive vice president 
at Oklahoma Christian 
University. Joe McCall, 
Narlon Clemons and 
Jason Nicholas as 
elders for the Cold 
Springs Church of Christ 
in Lancaster, Texas. 

PHOTO PROVIDED BY HARDING UNIVERSITY

New artwork hangs in the McInteer 
Bible and World Missions Center at 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark. 
Created in 2020 by Danny Helms, a 
Church of Christ minister, 40 paint-
ings depict scenes from the Old 
Testament. The artwork installation 
was donated to Harding following 
Helms’ death.

Vega

Sexton

Ketchum

DuBoise

Milestones, continued



My wife is a Pepperdine 
University graduate, and I 
graduated from Southwestern 
Christian College. Four of 

our five children attended universities 
associated with Churches of Christ — 
Harding and Oklahoma Christian.

 Were there higher education insti-
tutions that were closer and cheaper? 
Yes. Could we have been educated 
at a local community college or state 
school? Sure. But for our family, these 
things are crucial: the transmission of 
our family’s values and the cherishing 
of our spiritual heritage. This criterion 
led us to Christian education, and we 
are happy with the outcome. 

Parents are responsible for their 
children’s moral and spiritual values. 
Nothing is more important. What 
is the point of being educated in a 
climate void of Christian values or 
dismissive of our beloved heritage? 

Attending our schools is not the 
be-all and end-all in the development 
of young adults. They also need a 
solid church to attend and the right 
peer group to help reinforce our 
values. But our Christian schools 
help provide a foundation for healthy 
growth. 

Southwestern Christian College was 
transformative for me. I went from 
being an outsider as a PK (preacher’s 
kid) at my public high school to 
being one of the cool kids and a 
campus leader. I made relationships 
I still hold to this day. These relation-
ships were grounded in a Christian 
worldview and reinforced by fellow 
students, faculty, and administrators. 
At SwCC, I was introduced to the field 
of sociology. I would not trade those 
years for anything. Having watched 
my children attend Harding and now 
Oklahoma Christian, I see the same 
beautiful phenomenon taking place.

Given the importance of Christian 
education, the recent closing of Ohio 
Valley University bears reflection. 
It’s staggering to think that an entire 
college has shut down. 

Did OVU have to close? Did the 
administration do its part in managing 
the school and its resources? Did 
local congregations plug in to the 
school and supply it with students 
and monies? (My editorial board 
colleague, Cheryl Bacon, did a 
masterful job in covering the closure 
in our January edition.)

Why should families choose univer-

sities tied to our spiritual heritage and 
a Christian worldview? Let me give 
you four reasons.

1. Our oldest son entered Harding 
in 2014. He established the Black 
Student Association and assisted in all 
facets of the West Pleasure Church 
of Christ in Searcy, Ark. He grew as 
a leader and made direct contribu-
tions to the strengthening of a sister 
congregation. One of my proudest 
moments was talking with the congre-
gation’s minister about my son’s 
impact. It was wonderful to hear how 
he served. And he continues serving 
all these years later.

2. Our middle daughter attended 
Harding in 2016. She formed friend-
ships that were built around the life 
of the church. Even now, years later, 
she remains connected to those same 
friends who all continue to be involved 
with their local congregations. The 
commonness of the church cultivated 
a friendship between her and her now 
lifelong friends.

3. Our youngest daughter graduated 

just this past semester from Harding, 
earning honors with distinction, and 
has developed spiritually and academi-
cally. Harding has a rigorous science 
program, and she’s preparing for 
a career as a dentist. Harding has 
greatly impacted her development. 
The McNair Scholars Program and 
the Honors College have set the tone 
for her future. 

4. Today, our youngest son is a 
freshman at Oklahoma Christian. He 
has a strong business acumen and 
is interested in trading stocks and 
crypto currency. He’s maturing at a 
school filled with fellow Christians, all 
preparing to be leaders.

I encourage our readers to consider 
supporting schools associated with 
Churches of Christ. Felicia and I are 
glad we chose Christian education, 
and we would do it again. Leadership, 
friendship, academic preparation and 
service to the local church are all 
important variables to be considered. I 
hope you will support them. — John 
Edmerson, for the Editorial Board
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The value of a 
Christian education

JOHN EDMERSON

See a special live presentation at 5 p.m. Eastern/4 p.m. Central on Monday, Feb. 
7, featuring the Edmerson children. They’ll join our Editorial Board, including their 
father, to discuss Christian education. Watch at facebook.com/christianchronicle.
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To the faculty, staff, trustees, 
and benefactors of Ohio Valley 
University in Vienna, W.Va.:

We remember you in our prayers. 
We ask that God will bring healing 
and comfort to your painful loss 
of a great university. I hope that 
you will all be comforted and even 
proud in knowing the amazing 
amount of good that occurred at 
OVU over the past decades. 

Many people will be in heaven 
and many people 
will have better 
lives on earth 
because of you 
and because of 
OVU. And as 
we know from 
Romans 8:28, 
God will even find 
ways for good 
to come in these 
circumstances.

Our faith encourages us to 
enjoy the journey and to do good 
between birth and death. OVU 
pound-for-pound has punched far 
above its weight. Anyone who 
was privileged to know OVU and 
its people was blessed.

Your hard work, sheer skill and 
determination, set on a founda-
tion of prayer, kept OVU serving 
students and the Kingdom long 
after any realistic expectation that 
it could do so. Thank you for your 
sacrifices and for your love. 

You can be proud of the service 
you rendered. Hold your heads 
high. Let no one disparage what 
you have done. Were some 
mistakes made along the way? 
Perhaps, but I am confident that 
the intentions and desires of 
those making the decisions were 
pure and holy.  

May the memorials allow you 
time for rejoicing in the midst of 
pain. May God richly bless every 
one of you. I am honored to have 
been your friend and to have 
briefly served OVU.  

MIKE O’NEAL is president emeritus of 
Oklahoma Christian University and chair of The 
Christian Chronicle’s board of trustees. He served 
as a consultant for Ohio Valley University.

BENTON, Ky.

Every disaster area offers a 
blend of devastation and heal-
ing, of heartbreak and hope. 
Every day, God presents the 

volunteer with a person, an image or 
a story. Each random, unexpected 
blessing is an antidote for the poi-
sonous, soul-crushing environment 

you find yourself in.
Recently, on our 

first day working in 
Marshall County, 
Ky., God offered two 
images that struck 
home.

First, the easel. 
Around 10 p.m. on 
Dec. 10, a young 
girl and her family 
huddled in the base-

ment as a nearly 250-mile long, EF4 
tornado ripped apart their home and 
wreaked havoc across her native 
Kentucky and multiple other states. 

The 190-mph winds took the lives 
of more than 90 souls, including 77 
in Kentucky, and left more than 125 
injured. 

Thankfully, the girl, her autistic 
brother and her mother were spared. 

Her father, tragically, had died 
two weeks prior from a heart attack 
while sitting in his recliner the day 
after Thanksgiving. 

The girl and her family emerged 
from the rubble and walked through 
the ruins of their family compound 
the following day. 

Only one of the girl’s possessions 
remained intact and unscathed: an 
easel. I don’t know what it was like 
for her to stand in a debris-littered 
yard with nothing but the clothes on 
her back, holding her only remaining 
possession. 

I suppose she was forever changed.
Had the story ended there, that 

would be enough. A young tornado 
victim being reunited with her easel 
is the hope among heartbreak, 
the healing among devastation. 
Remarkably, the young girl had 
something more in mind. 

She donated the easel to her 

church — the people who were 
busy helping her family and other 
storm victims. “Unless you change 
and become like little 
children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of 
heaven,” Jesus once said 
(Matthew 18:3).

The young girl’s 
easel is among the 
first things seen by 
church members and 
relief workers upon 
entering the Walnut 
Grove Church of 
Christ’s fellowship hall. 
It contains a message of 
hope for all who enter: 
“God’s got this.” 

For those who know 
the backstory, the easel 
represents something 
more. It reminds us of 
a little girl who gave up her only 
possession. She gave us her all.

That brings us to the second 
image. 

While knocking doors and 
assessing needs on Benton’s 
Carriage Lane, my friend Donna and 
I walked by a property with no door 
to knock, bell to ring or window to 
tap. All that remains is the home’s 
foundation and a tree stump. In 
insurance terms, this is a “total loss.”

Upon closer examination, though, 
we found something else. Whoever 
had cut up the downed tree had 
gone to the trouble to carve a cross 
from its trunk. 

Yes, on the south end of Carriage 
Lane, on a foundation with every-
thing else blown away, all that 
remains is a cross.

Like the easel, that cross will stick 
with me for, well, maybe forever.  

Long after my home in Tennessee 
is gone, the cross will remain.

Long after my life savings are 
spent or passed on, the cross will 
remain.

Long after my prized possessions 
are rendered useless, the cross will 
remain.

Long after my physical body has 
returned to dust, the cross will 
remain.

Long after a life spent pursuing, 
acquiring and becoming, 
Jesus’ death, burial and 
resurrection are all that 
will remain. 

The easel and the cross. 
The healing and the hope. 
The first of many gifts 
to be unwrapped in the 
Benton/Mayfield disaster 
area. 

All because of a girl who 
gave all that she had.

And a Savior who gave 
even more.

STEVE JOHNSON is a writer, 
long-distance hiker and Sojourner. 
He grew up in a military family and 
served 23 years in the Air Force, 
retiring as a colonel in 2011. He 

worships with the Eastside Church of Christ in 
Maryville, Tenn.

An easel and a cross
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Perspective

Steve Johnson

DISASTER RELIEF VOLUNTEER  reflects on the images that will stick with him.

A cross is carved into a tree stump after 
deadly tornadoes swept across Kentucky 
and other states in December.

PHOTOS BY STEVE JOHNSON

A message of hope is 
written on a tornado 
survivor’s easel.

Ohio Valley closure 
prompts open letter

Voices

Mike O’Neal
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Praise for bivocational ministers
We want to express our thanks for 

The Christian Chronicle. We read 
every word. We especially liked the 
article about the preachers who are 
willing to serve small churches and 
at least provide partly for themselves 
(“‘I’ll Fly Away’: Minister makes a 
living in the air,” Page 1, January).

The Hastings Church of Christ 
has been fortunate and blessed to 
fully support our preacher, but we 
believe there are small churches 
in Nebraska that have given up 
because they could not find a man 
willing to partially support his 
family and preach, or perhaps the 
church was not willing to accept 
less than a full-time man.

We know you will keep up the 
good work of publishing the 
Chronicle. We pray for all of you  
and ask your prayers for us.

REED AND BETTY MUNSELL | Hastings, Neb.

Thank you for the article about Alan 
Henderson, the bivocational minister 

in Newnan, Ga. Alan’s parents, Clay 
and Ann Henderson, introduced me 
to my wife of 58 years in Hickory, 
N.C., about two months before Alan 
was born on Halloween 1961. 

My wife, Val, and I helped Alan 
and his wife, Lanita, in a small 
way financially while they were 
missionaries for two years in Papau 
New Guinea. I have known many 
bivocational ministers in my 82 
years, but this is the first one who 
was a flight attendant. Thank you 
for telling his most interesting 
story and those of others who are 
faithfully preaching the Gospel.

DON ERRANTON | Dickson, Tenn.

Alvis Miller preached at two 
congregations in Georgia and did a 
radio broadcast for years. He also 
started a multiple-location funeral 
home business, Alvis Miller and Sons.

His secular business expanded his 
outreach to the community.

BOB WEST | Eustis, Fla.

Oklahoma Christian University is a diverse community of scholars and learners, of seekers and sowers, all 
committed in service to a common mission to transform lives for Christian faith, scholarship and service. OC
 is committed to hiring employees who are actively engaged in a life of Christian discipleship as we strive to 
create an employment culture that encourages faculty and staff to lean into the university’s Christian mission 
with an emphasis on authenticity and unity, not uniformity.

Application instructions and descriptions of each position are available at oc.edu/hr.

Oklahoma Christian University is a private liberal arts university affiliated with the Churches of Christ. The University complies with all employ-
ment law regarding race, color, age, sex, national origin, marital status, military service, and disability. As a religious educational institution, the 
University is permitted by law to consider religious beliefs and practices in making employment decisions, and the University does so to achieve 
its mission. Such consideration includes preference for qualified candidates who are members of the Church of Christ.

Tenure-Track Faculty Positions:
Mechanical Engineering

Faculty Positions:
Electrical/Computer Engineering, 
Computer Science
Work-Based BSN Program Coordinator

Adjunct Faculty Positions:
Language and Literature
New College (Online)
Engineering and Computer Science
Biology
Chemistry (Online)

Staff Positions:
Bilingual Spanish Admissions Counselor
Campus Visit Coordinator
International Student Advocate and 
     Designated School Official
Marketing Specialist
OC Campus Police Officer
Office Manager - Student Advocate 
     Center
Campus Bookstore Manager
Director of Student Success and 
      Academic Outreach
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FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:

Feb. 11 and Mar. 18

Contact:
tonya@christianchronicle.org

Feb. 6-10     86th Annual Bible 
Lectureship. He Went About Doing 
Good: The Compassion of Christ in 
Luke. Freed-Hardeman University. 
Henderson, Tenn. See fhu.edu/
lectureship.
Feb. 26-27     ReGen Youth 
Gathering. Chickasha, Okla. See 
acappella.org/events-calendar/.
March 4-5     Affirming the Faith 
Seminar. Surviving The Tough 
Stuff. Oklahoma City, Okla. See 
affirmingthefaithok.com.
March 5     Acappella 40th Anniv. 
Reunion Concert. Dallas, Texas. See 
acappella.ticketspice.com/acappella-
40th-anniversary-reunion-concert.
March 18-19     40th Annual IHCF 
Medical Missions Seminar. 
See ihcf.net/seminar.
March 19-20     Acappella SongFest. 
Georgetown, S.C. See acappella.org/
events-calendar/.
March 23-26     Revive Us Again. 
HomeMission Evangelism 
Workshop. Waxahachie, Texas. 
See homemission.org.
March 28-31     Abundant Living. 
Retreat for senior adults. Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. See abundantlivingseniors.com.
June 6-10     Global Reunion. 
Annual Camp for TCKs and families. 
See oc.edu/globalreunion.
Oct. 4-7     Abundant Living 
Retreat. Branson, Mo. See 
abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 14-16     United Sisters 
Symposium (USS) - The Lion King, 
Daniel Chapter 6. Torrance, Calif. 
See empoweredincorporated.com.

CALENDAR

The Escanaba, Michigan, church, located in the beautiful Upper Peninsula (UP), is seeking 
applicants for a full-time minister position. 
Responsibilities to our 55-member congregation would include: preaching, teaching, community 
outreach, and some administrative duties. We produce the television/internet ministry LET THE 
BIBLE SPEAK (LTBS). Our minister works with other ministers in the UP to host this 30-minute 
TV Bible study. You can view episodes of LTBS on our web page: http://www.letthebiblespeak.net.
The applicant will need to send a cover letter, resume, and video samples of their lessons to: 

Escanaba Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
PO Box 751, Escanaba, MI 49829

escanabacoc@gmail.com

Full-time Minister - Michigan

   The Naperville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Lead Minister. 
The applicant should have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in theology, divinity, Christian learning 
or related field, and, ideally, have five or more years serving as a pulpit minister. He will serve under 
the support of our six elders and alongside our Youth Minister and office staff. Responsibilities include 
weekly sermons, co-leading worship services, and working with the elders and ministry leaders to help 
meet the spiritual needs of the congregation. The Naperville Church of Christ is located in Naperville, Ill., 
approximately 30 miles west of downtown Chicago. The area offers a diverse, dynamic community, highly 
ranked school system and family offerings. Our congregation is culturally diverse with members residing 
throughout the western suburbs. Average weekly attendance is approximately 200.

   For more information about us and this position, visit napervillechurch.org/ministersearch. 
   All resumes, curriculum vitaes, cover letters and inquiries should be submitted to:

 ministersearch@napervillechurch.org

Full-time Lead Minister - Naperville, Illinois
The Melrose Church of Christ is seeking an 
experienced full-time preacher to minister to 
our small congregation of about 35 members. 
Under the guidance of our elders, the preacher 
will be responsible for preaching and teaching 
the Word of God. The applicant should pos-
sess sound biblical knowledge, several years 
of preaching and teaching experience, and 
the willingness and desire to help grow the 
congregation. Interested candidates should 
contact elder: Leroy Smith

ljlasmith@sbcglobal.net

FULL-TIME PREACHER – Vista, California

Hermitage Church of Christ is looking 
for a full-time pulpit preacher/evangelist. 
Applicants should be a graduate of a Bible 
college or school of preaching. Duties will 
include (but are not limited to) evangelizing 
through community outreach, preaching, 
teaching Bible classes, visiting members of 
the congregation and contacting members of 
the congregation. We are seeking a married 
man. The candidate's lessons should ac-
curately reflect and convey Biblical truths, the 
gospel of Christ, and the nature of God.

Hermitage is located in northwestern Penn-
sylvania. It is a middle-class community with 
good schools and is approximately 40,000 
people in size. It is located conveniently near 
U.S. Route 80 and is approximately one hour 
from Pittsburgh and two hours from Cleveland, 
Ohio. There are several colleges and universi-
ties nearby.

Salary will be commensurate with experience.  
Please send resume with references and CD/
DVD's of or links to two sermons to:

Gabriel Illes, Ministerial Committee
4835 Miller South Road
Bristolville, Ohio 44402-9723

Full-time Pulpit Preacher/
Evangelist SearchThe West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 

people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the 
lost to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future 
not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and 
a desire to apply its truth to the 21st Century, our new minister will provide leadership, instruction, and be a 
role model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be first and foremost a man of integrity in all 
aspects of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being open 
to sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.
For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL. 62521

(217) 423-2823          Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires 
to grow with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African 
American, seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. The applicant should possess 
sound biblical knowledge, have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal people 
skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All interested 
persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to the attention 
of the leadership:

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois

The Williamsburg Church of Christ, 
located in Williamsburg, Virginia, is 
seeking a full-time minister. We are a diverse, 
loving congregation with three elders, 14 
deacons and about 100 members serving the 
historic Greater Williamsburg area. You can 
find information about the congregation on 
our website, williamsburgcoc.org, and 
on our Facebook page. Those wanting more 
information or to find the application can do 
so at: 

wcocministersearch.org

Full-time Minister Search - Virginia



ACROSS
1. Garden where Jesus prayed.
6. Colored.
10. “... if thou refuse to let my people 
 go, behold, tomorrow will I bring 
 the _____ into thy coast” (Exodus 
 10:4, King James Version).
11. “.... for the Lord is a God of 
 knowledge and by him actions are 
 ____” (1 Samuel 2:3, KJV).
12. Bedridden.
13. He ascended to heaven in a 
 whirlwind (2 Kings 2:1).
15. And so on (abbreviation).
16. Corn section.
18. Hosp. hot spot, abbr.
19. “In all this did not Job ___ with 
 his lips” (Job 2:10, KJV).
21. Samuel anointed him the ruler 
 of Israel (1 Samuel 10:1).
22. In a certain position.
25. “Thou art my ______ place 
 and my shield: I hope in thy 
 word.” (Psalm 119:114, KJV).
28. “... he blessed, and brake, and 
 gave the ____ to his disciples ...” 
 (Matthew 14:19, KJV).
31. “A poor man who oppresses the 
 weak is like a ____  that destroys 
 all the crops.” (Proverbs 28:3, 
 International Standard Version).
32. Land measure.
33. Mother of Solomon.
36. He had dreams of a ladder.
38. Rested in a way.
39. Noah’s boat.
40. One of the plagues in Egypt. 
41 Frankincense or myrrh for 
 example.

DOWN
1. Area where Jesus grew up.
2 “Your ___ hangs slack. It cannot 
 hold the base of its mast firmly, nor 

 spread out the sail” (Isaiah 33:23, 
 New American Standard Bible).
3. “... and thou art the sister of thy 
 ____, which lothed their 
 husbands and their children” 
 (Ezekiel 16:45, KJV).
4. “The ____ that you’re to 
 accomplish is from the Lord” 
 (Judges 18:6, ISV).
5. ___ Testament.
7. Hebrew name for God. 
8. “Then Moses said, ‘_____ 
 yourselves today to the Lord’” 
 (Exodus 32:29, NASB).
9. Young goat.

14. David’s third son. 
17. Disloyal disciple.
20. Place to stay the night
23 “And Moses rose up, and his 
 ____ Joshua and Moses went 
 up into the mount of God” 
 (Exodus 24:13, KJV).
24. “Gavest thou the goodly wings 
 of the _____? Or wings and 
 feathers unto the ostrich?” (Job 
 39:13. KJV).
26. Commands.
27. “They press oil between the olive 
 ____ owned by the wicked, they 
 suffer from thirst even while 

 treading the winepress” (Job 
 24:11, ISV).
29. Twelve ____ of Israel. 
30. A son of Leah (Genesis 29:32).
34. Arts degree, abbr.
35. Consumed.
36. “Then Moses told Aaron, ‘Take 
 a ___, fill it with about one omer 
 of manna, and place it in the 
 Lord’s presence” (Exodus 16:33, 
 ISV).
37. Exist.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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First or last?

Quiz by Steve Whitehead of the British Bible 
School, britishbibleschool.com.

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38. 

FOR EACH GROUP, identify who is mentioned 
first or last in the Bible in canonical order 
(reading from Genesis 1 to Revelation 22).

1. Aaron, Adam, Amos, Andrew 
(First). 
2. Barabbas, Barnabas, 
Bartimaeus, Bartholomew (Last).  
3. Caleb, David, Esther, Felix 
(First).
4. Gad, Gehazi, Goliath, Graham. 
(Last).
5. Habakkuk, Hagar, Hannah, 
Herod (First). 
6. Isaac, Isaiah, Ishmael, Issachar 
(Last). 
7. Joab, Job, Jonah, Joshua 
(First).
8. Lazarus, Leah, Lois, Luke. 
(Last).
9. Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, 
Martha, Miriam, Moses (First).
10. Naboth, Nahum, Nathanael 
Noah (Last).

Bonus: Name the king of Moab 
who employed the prophet Balaam.

The Christian Chronicle wants to know more about our digital audience. How do you find and consume news? What platforms 
do you use? And what kind of content do you want to read? 

Please take our online survey, assembled by our partners at Evolve Research. The survey takes about seven to 15 minutes and gives 
you the opportunity to volunteer for upcoming focus groups with the Chronicle. 

As we ponder the future of this publication (more video content, more social media engagement, podcasts), your input is vital. 
To take the survey, see christianchronicle.org/readersurvey or scan this QR code with your mobile device. 

Can you spare a few minutes for our online reader survey?



Word Find: the book of Revelation
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

Find the following words from ”the revelation of Jesus the Messiah” (Revelation 1:1). 
The unused 29 letters form a statement about the book. (See Page 34.)
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• ABADDON
• ANCIENT
• APPEARED
• ASTONISHED
• AUTHORITY
• CAUSE
• CREATURES
• DEMON
• DESTROYED
• ENORMOUS
• EPHESUS
• GLORY
• HAILSTONES
• HALLELUJAH

• HARDSHIP
• HEAVEN
• INCENSE
• LANGUAGE
• MIRACULOUS
• MOUNTAINS
• MULTITUDE
• MYSTERY
• NATIONS
• NEVERTHELESS
• OMEGA
• OPENED
• OVERCOMES
• PARADISE

• PATMOS
• PEARL
• PERGAMUM
• PHILADELPHIA
• PRISON
• REIGN
• REWARDING
• RIGHTEOUS
• RIVERS
• SALVATION
• SARDIS
• SEALS
• SERVANTS
• SLAIN

• SLANDER
• SMYRNA
• SOVEREIGN
• SYNAGOGUE
• TEACHING
• TESTIMONY
• THUNDER
• THYATIRA
• TORMENT
• TRUMPET
• VOICES
• WORTHY

Precious souls are studying
God’s word

while improving their English
language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3000+ are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Join hundreds of others.

Be a missionary from your kitchen table.
Register at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher
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Lemley provides a much-needed 
discussion of why, not how, we sing

Churches of Christ place a high 
value on the practice of congre-
gational singing. Singing sits 
at the core of our identity — 

especially within our wing 
of the Stone-Campbell or 
Restoration Movement. 

But it seems to me that 
we have spent far more time 
talking about how we sing 
as opposed to why we sing. 
There are simply not many 
on-the-shelf books about 
the importance of congrega-
tional singing and Christian 
spiritual formation, either for 
individuals or congregations. 

In “Becoming What We 
Sing: Formation Through 
Contemporary Christian Music,” 
David Lemley offers helpful material 
to address this void. Lemley, professor 
of practical theology at Pepperdine 
University, grew up in the pews of 
a cappella Churches of Christ.

Be forewarned: 
This book is not for 
the faint of heart. It is 
heavy. Nevertheless, 
those who want to 
learn more about the 
interrelation between 
congregational song, 
the history of pop 
music, contempo-
rary Christian music 
and spiritual forma-
tion will find it to be a 
useful resource.

This is not the sort 
of book one would 
put on their shelf to 
use on a weekly basis 
as a worship planner 
might use a hymnal. 
“Becoming What We 
Sing” will serve as 
a useful historical 
and socio-cultural 
resource.

Lemley sufficiently lays the 
groundwork for what a theology of 
worship music (music as spiritually 
formative) looks like in the broader 
historical context. He goes back 
to the early church, through the 
church fathers and then forward to 
today. He is particularly helpful in 

understanding the external influence 
of pop and secular music on church 
music over the past 40 to 50 years.

Perhaps most helpful are the 
intriguing “rabbit trails” I 
was led to investigate as I 
read and re-read Lemley’s 
book. Hundreds of foot-
notes and an expanded bibli-
ography sent me exploring 
many different directions. 
Realizing that scholars are 
only now starting to record 
the history of contempo-
rary worship music, these 
references proved particu-

larly helpful for someone intent on 
placing the uniqueness of our Stone-
Campbell Movement’s worship 
tradition in the broader context of 
Christian worship and congrega-
tional song. 

I would place Lemley’s book 
alongside other books such as 
“Jesus Rocks the World: The 

Definitive History 
of Contemporary 
Christian Music” by 
Bob Gersztyn and 
“Lovin’ on Jesus: 
A Concise History 
of Contemporary 
Worship” and 
“A History of 
Contemporary Praise 
and Worship,” both 
by Swee Hong Lim 
and Lester Ruth.

For anyone inter-
ested in the broad 
history of congre-
gational song, how 
lyrics and music form 
and create disciples 
and how Christian 
worship is influenced 
by and influences the 
culture of Popular 
Music, Lemley’s 
book will prove an 

interesting and informative read. 

D.J. BULLS is worship minister for the Glenwood 
Church of Christ in Tyler, Texas. He’s done doctoral 
work in church music, worship and hymnology, with 
extensive research in Stone-Campbell hymnody. He 
has served in ministry for nearly two decades and 
lives with his wife and daughter in Tyler.

In Print

D.J. Bulls

David L. Lemley. Becoming 
What We Sing: Formation 
Through Contemporary 
Christian Music. Eerdmans, 
2021. 272 Pages. $20.56.

• 2003 Ford E550 Chassis with 7.3 Diesel 
  Power Stroke.
• Low mileage - 54,000 miles.
• Under vehicle wheelchair lift.
• Some sun damage to paint but no other 
  damage to vehicle.
• Reasonably priced at $7,500.
Contact Maryville Church of Christ at: 

(865) 983-0370 or (865) 384-8009
Located in Maryville, Tenn.

FOR SALE 
32-Passenger

Federal Coach Bus
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BIBLE STUDY FOR SINGLE GIRLS
Cynthia Guy. The Girl for my Son. Publishing Designs, Inc., 2021. $11.95. 
Order from publishingdesigns.com.

    CHANGE THE WORLD TODAY
    Amye Eudy. Make A Difference: Following Jesus Changes     
                     Everything. Creative Enterprises Studio, 2021. $14.99. Order from 
    amyeeudy.com.

GOD’S DAY IN HISTORY
Rick Cunningham. The Day Chosen by God. Christian Faith Publishing, 
2021. 102 pages. $13.95. Paperback and ebook. Order from Amazon, 
Barnes & Nobel, and iTunes.

    MADE FOR A PURPOSE
   Debbie L. Cole. Made For A Purpose: Lessons From My          
                   Sheepdogs. Xulon Press, 2021. $20.49. Order from iamasheep.net. 

SPIRITUAL POEMS TO HEAL
Gregory St. James Mundy. I Love God. Amazon, 2019. $7.99. Order from 
Amazon.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions are paid advertisements.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY



T hird down. Up by eight. 
But Alabama was almost in the 

red zone. With a touchdown and 
a two-point conversion they’d tie 

and send it to overtime. Just like 2018. 
“It’s gonna end in another 2nd-and-

26,” I thought, “another agonizing, 
razor-thin loss to the Crimson Tide.” 

Should I pray? No! We don’t serve 
a Touchdown Jesus 
— or an Incomplete 
Pass Jesus.

 I bowed my head. 
“Lord, please never, 
never let me pray for 
a football game! I 
know there are more 
important things in 
the world than thi—” 

Interception! 
As Georgia corner-

back Kelee Ringo picked off Bryce 
Young’s pass, fell back to earth and 
ran for the end zone, I cried. So did 
Bulldog fans from Lucas Oil Stadium 
in Indianapolis to U.S. military bases 
in Kuwait. After 41 years, the Dawgs 
are national champions!

A month earlier I had been in the 
pit of despair after Georgia’s 41-24 
loss to Alabama in the Southeastern 
Conference championship. My sister 
asked me why this team means so 
much to me. After all, I’ve never 
been a football guy. I struggle to 
name all of the positions. 

When Georgia last won the natty 
with Herschel Walker and Buck 
Belue in 1980, I barely noticed. I was 
6, and we had just moved to Macon, 
Ga. “The Empire Strikes Back” was 

about to hit theaters. That had most 
of my attention.

My conversion to Georgia fandom 
didn’t happen until 1996, the year I 
graduated from Lipscomb and moved 
to Athens, Ga., to begin work on my 
master’s in journalism. 

I first set foot in Sanford Stadium on 
a rainy September Saturday to watch a 
lackluster performance against Texas 
Tech. I left in the third quarter as a 
handful of students who remained 
booed our quarterback, Mike Bobo. 

I walked back to my apartment, 
where I heard someone yell “How 
bout them Dawgs!” With 1:45 left on 
the clock, Bobo had thrown a touch-
down. Georgia won 15-12.

Two months later I watched 
Georgia play at Auburn on TV with 
friends from church. Our mascot, 
Uga V, tried to bite one of the Auburn 
players as he scored. That rallied our 

troops. The Dawgs won in the fourth 
overtime. We jumped and hugged, 
and I started shouting, “I said it’s 
great ... to be ... a Georgia Bulldog!”

But y’know, it’s never really been 
about football. Every time I see the 
Dawgs play I think about those days 
at the Georgia Christian Student 
Center, a ministry of the Campus 
View Church of Christ. 

I remember my first visit, how I 
couldn’t pick a pew because people 
kept inviting me to sit with them. 

I remember my Adopt-a-Dawg 
family, the Cosgroves. I remember 
our campus minister, Todd Stancil, 
physically pushing me out of my 
comfort zone to reach out to visitors 
at our Monday night devos. 

I remember Sean Weyrich leading 
“Get Right Church.” I remember the 
trips to Gateway Getaway in Florida 
to hear Buddy Bell and Mike Cope.

For the first time in my life, I had 
to go to church. I needed that spir-
itual recharge. I longed to be with 
those people — Matt, Troy, Nate, 
Kisha, Wendy, Tricia, Andy, Dustin, 
Benny, Jason, the Norwoods. 

I know I’m leaving a ton of names 
out. But each of you — all y’all — 
played a role in who I became and 
where my faith journey took me. 

On the Saturday after the national 
title game I livestreamed the victory 
parade in Athens. I watched Kirby, 
Stetson, Nakobe and Jordan wave to 
the crowds on South Lumpkin Street, 
right in front of the stately columns of 
the Campus View church building. 

I got teary eyed again. Thank you, 
friends. And how bout them Dawgs!

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
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BURT NOWERS, HEALING HANDS INTERNATIONAL

Decked out in red and black, Erik Tryggestad interviews 
a minister in Kenya in 2011. Georgia went 10-4 that year.

SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Bible Bowling | From Page 30

Word Search | From Page 31
The unused 29 letters read: “THE THINGS TO 
TAKE PLACE AFTER THIS.”

1) Adam (Genesis 4). 
2) Barnabas (Acts 4, 
the other three are all 
in the Gospels). 
3) Caleb (Numbers 13). 
4) Gehazi (2 Kings 4, 
Graham is not in the 
Bible). 
5) Hagar (Genesis 10). 

6) Isaiah (2 Kings 19, 
the rest are in Genesis). 
7) Joshua (Exodus 17).
8) Lois (2 Timothy 1). 
9) Moses (Exodus 2). 
10) Nathaniel (John 1).

Bonus: Balak 
(Numbers 22).

Crossword | From Page 30

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

Love for the Dawgs goes far beyond football, y’all

VIDEO STILL VIA 11ALIVE.COM

A parade of Georgia Bulldogs winds past the meeting 
place of the Campus View Church of Christ in Athens.

Although many churches teach and enforce regulations on marriage and divorce, you cannot find the 
doctrine embedded in scripture as you have been told. If you have heard the 
manmade regulations taught as fact and have doubts about it, or if you or a 
loved one has suffered through divorce, you will be able to refute the entire 
doctrine by this thorough and concise study. In this book written by a retired 
preacher, elder, and prison chaplain, through Scripture comparisons and 
common logic, you will find a way of forgiveness and acceptance rather than 
a defense of the doctrine.  

MARRIAGE -- DIVORCE -- REMARRIAGE

To order the book:
wclpublishing.com or Bill Lewis, PO Box 35, Imperial NE 69033

$7.00, paperback, postage paid
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Full-time Minister Search
Small congregation is looking for a 
minister to teach the Bible and minister 
to the needs of the congregation. We are 
a group of individuals who love God and 
love to study His Word.

Please send resume:
Church of Christ

Attn: Richard Ecord
1207 W 15th

Ottawa, KS 66067

The Verde Valley Church of Christ is look-
ing for an experienced preacher to preach 
full time to a congregation of 40 to 50 
saints. Must be well grounded in Scripture 
and willing to teach. Our congregation is 
made up of the most loving and giving 
saints in the Lord's Church. A four-bedroom 
home is included in the salary package. 
lf interested contact Harold Kilby (elder) 
with bio and resume at: 

harold.kilby@yahoo.com

Experienced Preacher Search -
Camp Verde, Ariz. Mayhill Church of Christ, a small (30 member/ 

no elder) acappella congregation, located in the 
beautiful Lincoln National Forest in southern 
N.M., is seeking a pulpit minister who is knowl-
edgeable of the scriptures to preach scripturally 
sound sermons and teach biblically sound Bible 
classes.  Must be willing to teach the truth on 
controversial topics with love, compassion, and 
humbleness. This is an independent contractor 
position. Compensation is negotiable. Will 
reimburse up to $5,000 for relocation expenses. 
Contact: Bobby Moberly (575) 973-8476 or 
Larry Dockray (575) 635-5936. Email resumes 
to mayhillcoc@outlook.com. 

Pulpit Minister - New Mexico

The Corona Church of Christ located in beautiful Southern California is seeking a full-time 
pulpit minister. Applicants should be enthusiastic, outgoing, and spiritually sound men with a 
proven ability to relate to all age groups and across multi-cultural backgrounds.

Purpose of the Position and Job Summary: As God’s chosen man, the Pulpit Minister 
for the Corona church of Christ will serve as a preacher of the word, teacher, and evangelist. By 
God working through him he will edify the body publicly and primarily from the pulpit.
The Corona Pulpit Minister will help prepare the congregation for a life-long walk with Christ.
The ideal candidate to fill this position should possess the following skills and 
characteristics: • Faithful member of the church of Christ • Sound Biblical preacher, teacher, 
and evangelist • A willingness to foster church development and growth • Effective communica-
tion skills • A pattern of good works and integrity • Excited about working with a racially diverse 
congregation.
Experience and Education: Minimum two years of previous experience.
Higher education preferably in Biblical Studies or a Preaching/Ministerial certificate from a 
recognized school in the brotherhood.

For more information or to submit resume and salary requirements, 
Contact Scott Mazo at: (951) 295-4717 scottmazo@yahoo.com

Check us out:
https://coronachurchofchrist.com/

https://www.youtube.com/c/CoronachurchofChrist
https://www.facebook.com/coronacoc

Referrals Welcome! Please help spread the word.

Full-Time Pulpit Minister - Southern California

The Mankato Church of Christ in Mankato, Minn., is looking for a full-time minister to serve in 
southern Minnesota. We are a congregation of approximately fifty members overseen by two 
elders. Additionally, we have a vocational ministry program to recruit young Christians to live in 
Mankato and work with the church. Applicants should possess sound biblical knowledge, have a 
degree in ministry or a similar field or preaching experience, and good interpersonal skills. Duties 
would include, but are not limited to: pulpit preaching, Bible class teaching, community building, 
and outreach activities. Salary and benefits are negotiable and commensurate with experience.

Located in the rapidly growing largest city in southern Minnesota, we have a lot to offer! 
Mankato is 1.5 hours from the large metropolis of Minneapolis/St. Paul, with countless restaurants, 
stores, and industries. The closest international airport is conveniently located a little over an 
hour away, with a bus service running straight from the heart of town to the airport. The city 
of Mankato itself has a population of over 100,000 and is also home to a large contingent of 
college students. With a large state university in town, we have all the benefits of a college town 
and all the amenities of a large suburb. One of the biggest attractions is a ski resort located 
right outside of town, boasting months of some of the best slope time in Minnesota. Other 
popular activities include exploring the many nearby state parks and the 10,000+ lakes that 
offer everything from boating to ice fishing.

Full-Time Evangelist Needed in Minnesota

All interested applicants should submit a resume, references, 
and a video of a recent sermon to the elders at this address: 

k.nill@outlook.com
For more information, please see our website: 

mankatochurchofchrist.com 
or visit our Facebook: 

facebook.com/mankatochurchofchrist 
or visit us in person at:

 1210 Warren Street, Mankato, MN 56001

Rabun County Church of Christ (Tiger, 
Ga.) is in search of a full-time preacher who 
is passionate about personal evangelism in 
the community. We are looking for a strong, 
Bible-based preacher who understands and 
will work with the challenge of our community’s 
mission field. Preacher’s home included. To 
inquire more, please contact:

Charles Henslee
(479) 259-5924

chenslee@mpvschools.com

Pulpit Preacher/Evangelist Search
Deerfield Beach Church of Christ in South 
Florida is seeking a full-time minister who has 
a desire to serve and spiritually grow our 
congregation. This candidate should be focused 
on spreading the gospel in our community as 
well. All interested candidates are asked to 
submit a resume along with references to the 
attention of the Search Committee via email to: 
Murphy.CircleB@gmail.com 
Deerfield Beach Church of Christ
360 SW 2nd Ave., Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
Contact Info: Tyrone Murphy (954)263-6438

Minister - Deerfield Beach, Fla.

The Hot Springs Village Church of Christ 
is seeking a full-time Youth and Family Minister.  
We are in the world’s largest gated community 
with lots of amenities and are served by two 
school districts. We are a very active community 
and mission-minded congregation of 200+.  We 
are seeking someone with a strong biblical 
background and a desire to teach and learn.  
We have an active and involved youth group.   
Worship/song leading ability is a plus. 
For more information or to send resume: 

Chad Knappier, 210 Balboa Rd
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909

(501) 226-9060 or readthischad@gmail.com

The church of Christ in Howell, Michigan, 
is looking for a pulpit minister who will work 
with the elders to motivate the church both 
spiritually and numerically. We are a close, 
loving congregation in a soul-rich environment. 
Salary and benefits are negotiable. Check 
us out at our website, howellchurchofchrist.org.
 If you are interested, please submit a 
resume, a sermon, and salary/benefits 
needed to:

Search Committee
PO Box 82, Howell, MI 48844 

belcher0804@att.net

FULL-TIME MINISTER 
HOWELL, MICHIGAN
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