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WEST BLOOMFIELD TOWNSHIP, Mich. 

Abullhorn amplified Conner 
Westerby’s words as he 
stood on a public sidewalk 
and tried to gain the 

attention of a woman entering a 
clinic about 75 feet away.

Westerby, a 24-year-old 
Christian sporting a black ball cap 
with a white cross on it, urged the 
woman not to seek an abortion.

“Ma’am, God says that babies are 
a gift from him. Not an accident. 
Not a curse,” Westerby told her. 
“They’re a blessing from the Lord.”

Nearby, Shannon Filipiak, 48, an 
adoptive mother of a 5-year-old girl, 
waved a sign by the busy street.

“Babies are murdered here,” 

Filipiak’s sign declared, pointing 
to the website of a national group 
called End Abortion Now.

As Westerby, Filipiak and several 
other members 
of a Detroit-area 
Church of Christ 
picketed the clinic, 
passing motorists 
frequently honked 
their horns — 
some supporting 
the anti-abortion 
demonstrators, 
others flashing obscene gestures 
or cursing out their windows. 

“Jesus said, ‘Remember when 
they hated you, they hated me 
first,’” Filipiak said of the upset 
drivers. “People hate us, and 
that’s OK. It doesn’t deter me.”

Since last year, the Metro Church 
of Christ in Sterling Heights, Mich., 
has encouraged a ministry of some 
members called “Metro for Life,” 
which seeks to reduce the number 
of abortions in Michigan. 

A banner hung outside the 
church building features the faces 
of smiling babies and this message: 
“Abortion stops a beating heart.”

“It’s saving souls and saving 
babies,” Metro elder Doug 
Edwards said of the church’s 
effort, launched after members 
Westerby and Filipiak separately 
— and unknown to each other — 
approached the congregation’s 
leaders about becoming involved.

The Women’s Center of West 
Bloomfield did not respond to
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“Equal Justice Under Law” is engraved 
under the U.S. Supreme Court’s entrance.See MINISTRY, Page 12

ANTI-ABORTION MINISTRY:  Members of a Detroit-area Church of 
Christ picket clinic and urge women not to end their pregnancies.
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Cindy Boothe views abortion as 
“premeditated murder of an innocent and 
defenseless child.”

Boothe, a member of the Iuka Church 
of Christ in Mississippi, believes the U.S. 
Supreme Court should overturn Roe v. 
Wade, the 1973 decision that legalized 
abortion nationwide.

“I would thank God Almighty and pray 
that we never revert to this depravity 
again,” Boothe said.

Likewise, Travis Bow, a member of the 
Foothills Church of Christ in Reno, Nev., 
would celebrate.

“Ending another human life should not 
be a protected right,” Bow said.

A majority of Christian Chronicle 
readers who responded to a recent 
online survey expressed similar feelings, 
but not all agreed. 

“Abortion is not a legal issue. It is a 
medical and religious issue,” said Megan 
Johnson, who attends the Destin Church 
of Christ in Florida. “Those that do not 
believe are not legally bound to our 
moral code.”

Justices will hear oral arguments Dec. 
1 in the latest challenge of state regula-
tion of abortions, Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health Organization, which 

See ABORTION, Page 10
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Conner Westerby, right, pickets a Michigan clinic, joined by fellow Christians Laura Sawyer and Shannon Filipiak.

AFTER A HALF-CENTURY,  will 
the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturn Roe v. Wade?

Edwards

Abortion faces uncertain future
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Each year, SIBI strives to be a source of encouragement to the brotherhood. 
This coming year will be an opportunity to spread the Gospel. Make plans 
now to attend the SIBI Vision Workshop in Lubbock. Let us explore together 
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See BLESSINGS, Page 4 

s I prepare to eat 
turkey and celebrate 
my blessings with 
family and friends, I 

am thankful for so much.
Such as:
• Amens: Isn’t it amazing 

that God listens to our 
prayers?

• Booster shots: My 
wife, Tamie, and I got 

ours just 
recently. 
Going to 
the CVS 
and getting 
vaccinated 
is what we 
like to call 
Date Night. 
(We did call 
and order 
Tex-Mex on 

the way home.) 
• Chick-fil-A: If my 

favorite fast-food place didn’t 
close on Sunday, I might eat 
a chicken biscuit every day 
of the week.

• Dad: Mine is the best. 
Trust me on this.

• Elephants: My 
favorite is Gerald from the 
“Elephant and Piggie” chil-
dren’s book series by Mo 
Willems. Not coincidentally, 
my 3-year-old grandson, 
Bennett, loves him, too.  

• Fingers: My left middle 
one got a mysterious infec-
tion this year, requiring 
surgery and an expensive 
medication. It’s still a little 
crooked (long story), but 
it’s mostly better. I’m again 
typing “c,” “d,” “e” and the 
number 3 without any pain.

• Grandchildren: 
Bennett and his 6-month-
old sister, Norah, bring so 
much joy to my life. I made 
so many mistakes with my 

From A to Z,
Thanksgiving
blessings abound

Inside Story

Bobby Ross Jr.

BY DEANA NALL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

beautiful day. That’s how 
leaders of the “Bristol Road 
Church of Christ — A Family 
of Faith” in Flint, Mich., 
describe a recent Lord’s Day.

That Sunday, the Bristol Road and 
Family of Faith congregations unified 
and began worshiping as one. 

“It was inspirational,” member 
Shirley Johnson said.

The worship service included a 
sand-blending ceremony, in which 
different colors of sand represent-
ing each congregation were poured 
together into a vase to symbolize the 
two faith groups becoming one, pulpit 
minister Rigel Dawson said.

“We’re all one at the Lord’s table,” 

Dawson said. “I hope this can be a cat-
alyst for more conversations because 
this is powerful.”

The unification 
process of the two con-
gregations in southeast 
Michigan did not hap-
pen quickly.

The idea first came 
up a few years ago in 
an elders’ meeting at 
Bristol Road, a pre-
dominately White con-

gregation. Shepherd Dean Oliver first 
mentioned the possibility of merging 
with Family of Faith, a predominantly 
Black congregation. 

“We thought it was a fabulous idea,” 
Bristol Road shepherd Kevin Berry said.

See MERGER, Page 14

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHELLE FRANKLIN

As two Flint, Mich., churches merge, members participate in a sand-blending 
ceremony, featuring different colors of sand representing each congregation.

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC  played a leading role in the 
circumstances that led two congregations to become one.

White, Black churches
merge in Michigan

Johnson

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Mike Williams, president 
of Faulkner University in 
Montgomery, Ala., will step down 
in summer 2022 to become the 
sixth president of his alma mater, 
Harding University in Searcy, Ark.

Both universities are associated 
with Churches of Christ.

“Without compro-
mising Harding’s 
anchored, theo-
logical convictions, 
the university must 
adapt,” Williams said. 
“We must excel. We 
must courageously 
move forward.”

Williams previ-
ously served for 28 years in 
recruiting and fundraising roles at 
Harding. “I aspire to be an architect, 
a passionate architect, of a contem-
porary expression of our historical 
mission,” he said during a news 
conference in Searcy. 

After addressing contemporary 
challenges for Christian higher ed 
— including the rising tide of young 
adults rejecting all expressions of 
religious faith — Williams called for 
“a new restoration movement.”

“We need to restore first century 
love,” he said. “We need to restore 
first century compassion, first 
century mercy. We need to run 
toward broken humanity with the 
intensity of the Holy One. We need to 
give this generation a reason to stay.”

Williams was chosen after a nine-
month search. Robert C. Walker, 
chairman of Harding’s board of 
trustees, said that Williams received 
overwhelming support and “brings 
vision, strategic thinking and the 
business acumen of an experienced 
university president.”

Williams is married to Lisa Runyan, 
a 1989 Harding alumna. They have 
two grown sons, Quen and Cade, 
and a daughter-in-law, Cailin.

Harding names 
Mike Williams 
as president

Williams
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three children, but I’m really 
rocking this Papa gig.

• Headlines: After 31 years in 
full-time journalism, I still can’t 
believe they pay me to put together 
a newspaper. (Given rising inflation, 
perhaps I should say I can’t believe 
how little they pay me to do this. But 
seriously, I am blessed.)

• iPhones: Isn’t it crazy that we 
can listen to music, play games, 
take selfies, check email and count 
steps on a little device that fits in 
our palm? I’ve even heard a rumor, 
unconfirmed so far, that you can use 
it to call people.

• Jesus: Jesus is always the right 
answer. I learned 
this in Sunday 
school many years 
ago.

• Kisses: Wife 
kisses and grand-
child kisses are the 
best kisses. Oh, and 
Hershey’s Kisses.

• Love: I am 
blessed by family 
and friends — even 
adult male friends 
like Texas preacher 
Britt Farmer — who are not too shy 
to say, “I love you.” If we all said 
these three words more often, the 
world might be a better place.

• Mom: Mine is the best. Trust 
me on this.

• Nacho Cheese Doritos: Just 
keeping it real. And I’ll go ahead and 
make a shoutout, too, for my friends 
Cheetos and Funyuns.

• Oklahoma Sooners football: 
I’m not a diehard fan, but I do enjoy 
watching the games. Maybe OU will 
still be undefeated by the time you 
read this. (Maybe not.) 

• Pizza: You know what? I’m 
starting to wonder if I should have 
eaten lunch before writing this 
column.

• Quotations: Hey, I’m a jour-
nalist. Quotes are one of our favorite 
things. This quote from Jesus 
(found in John 16:33) is comforting 
amid the ongoing pandemic: “I have 
told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! 
I have overcome the world.”

• Rabbits: Tamie and I have two 
pet rabbits, Pancake and Fritter. 
They eat an incredible amount of 
lettuce. My bride feeds the neigh-
borhood bunnies, too, so our yard is 
a popular place.

• Stadiums: I’ve seen games at 
19 of the 30 current stadiums for 
Major League Baseball teams. The 
rest of the ballparks — including 
Wrigley Field in Chicago — are on 
my bucket list. 

• Texas Rangers: Supposedly, my 
beloved Rangers, who have strug-
gled in recent years, are ready to 
spend big money this winter to sign 
top free agents. I endorse this plan.

• Underdogs: I’m excited to 
see the new 
movie “American 
Underdog: The 
Kurt Warner 
Story” when it 
comes out this 
Christmas.

• Vegetables: If 
you know me, you 
will understand 
the humor here. 
I don’t eat a lot of 
green things. My 
favorite vegetable: 

macaroni and cheese.
• Writing: I love writing. Or more 

precisely, I love having written. The 
actual writing part remains a chal-
lenge. As Red Barber put it, “Writing 
is easy. Just sit down, and open a 
vein.” 

• Xanthophyll: This is, as I’ve just 
learned from Googling, the yellow 
coloring in yellow autumn leaves. I 
like those, not to mention orange, 
red and brown leaves in the fall, so 
let’s go with this. (Confession: The 
pickings are slim on “x” words.)

• You: No, really. If you’ve read 
this far, you are a blessing to me 
and The Christian Chronicle. I am 
grateful for you.

• Zoo: Bennett loves the alpacas, 
the giraffes, the monkeys and the 
zebras. And the elephants, too. But I 
already mentioned them.

Happy Thanksgiving, everyone. 
Be blessed this holiday season.

BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian 
Chronicle. Contact bobby@christianchronicle.org. 
Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross.

BLESSINGS: Reasons to be thankful
FROM PAGE 3

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Tamie Ross, wife of Bobby Ross Jr.,
with their grandson, Bennett, 3.
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While there are many ways to describe Jesus’ ministry, Peter simply said, 
“He went about doing good.” Luke's Gospel also reveals the compassion  
of our Savior. Many are without Christ and in need of compassion;  
join us in seeking ways we can follow Jesus by doing good to others.  
Find a complete schedule and registration at fhu.edu/lectureship. 
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The Southside Church of Christ 
in Los Angeles is in need of 
major repairs to its 42-year-old 
building.

While checking for termite damage 
— there was none — the congrega-
tion discovered broken support posts 
in the east wing. The purlins, which 
serve as additional support beams, 
were also cracked. As a result, the 
roof, which has not been replaced 
since the building was constructed in 
1979, has sunk 3-6 inches.

Al Wilson, Southside’s personal 
evangelism minister, told The 
Christian Chronicle that the church’s 
insurance company initially agreed 
to pay for the emergency shoring 
required to prevent further collapse 
but later reneged. Its inspector deter-
mined that the building was not in 
immediate danger.

But multiple independent contrac-
tors have told Southside that the 
building is unsafe in its current condi-
tion. Wilson’s office is in the damaged 
section, and he said one contractor 
told him he could not stay there.

“She said to me, ‘Mr. Wilson, you 
need to move out of this office imme-
diately because this building, this 
side of the building — the roof could 
collapse any second,’” he recalled.

The east wing also houses several 
classrooms, a dining room and a 
medical emergency room. The rest 
of the building, however, is not in 
danger, and the church continues to 
have services in its west wing.

Southside is still 
trying to work with its 
insurance company, 
which says that the 
current issue was 
caused by a faulty 
design, and the orig-
inal builders should be 
responsible for repairs, 
according to Wilson. 

The church, meanwhile, maintains 
that everything was built to code at 
the time.

And though he is not certain how 
the damage occurred, Wilson spec-
ulated that it may have been caused 

by earthquakes — 
several fault lines run 
beneath the city — or 
simply age.

Southside has hired 
a contractor to submit 
building plans and 
secure the necessary 
permits, but without 
an insurance payout, 

Wilson said the congregation 
cannot afford the cost of emer-
gency shoring at around $60,000. 

A complete repair, meanwhile, 
would cost about $200,000.

“We are of the opinion that we 
cannot wait for the insurance 
company, as we haggle with them, 
to honor the claim that we have 
submitted because we are concerned 
not only about the safety of our 
people but for the further deteriora-
tion of our building,” Wilson said.

The church is seeking financial 
assistance to help it make repairs as 
soon as possible.

“We are in a bad place, and we are 
trying to do the best we can to come 
out of this situation,” Wilson said.

TENNESSEE
SPRING HILL  — Tennessee Children’s 
Home recently completed a new 
main campus after selling its orig-
inal campus in 2019.

The organization, which is asso-
ciated with Churches of Christ, 
provides care and intervention for 
abused, neglected and orphaned 
children through its four campuses 
across the state.

The Columbia Daily Herald 
reported that the new $15 million 
campus officially opened on 
45 acres of land that had been 
purchased in 2009. 

The sale of the old campus and 
fundraising efforts have covered 
most of the cost, but about $1.3 
million still needs to be paid, 
according to the Herald. 

TEXAS
VALLEY MILLS — The Valley Mills 
Church of Christ celebrated its  
100th anniversary with a barbecue 
attended by about 175 people. 

Terry Moore, Ronnie Cosper, 
Larry Eoff and Jordan Shepherd 
led singing before current minister 
Pat Richardson gave a brief over-
view of the history and recog-
nized past ministers. Charles 
Hummel and his wife, who grew 
up worshiping at the Valley Mills 
church, attended the event. 

“Some of those in attendance 
have been worshiping at this 
congregation for over 80 years,” 
Hummel said. “To see the smiles 
on their faces and to hear the 
singing of solid, traditional church 
songs from 175 voices of God’s 
children was true joy.”

The congregation began as a 
church planted by the Columbus 
Avenue Church of Christ in Waco, 
Texas, and held its first gospel 
meeting in 1921. In 1945, the 
congregation moved to its current 
building.

PHOTO FROM TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME WEBSITE

DECEMBER 2021  THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE    7

PHOTO VIA SOUTHSIDECHURCHOFCHRISTLA.ORG

The Southside Church of Christ discovered damage while checking for termites. 

Los Angeles church finds damage
CONGREGATION BATTLES with insurance company over expensive repairs.

‘This side of the 
building — the roof 

could collapse any 
second.’

Al Wilson, minister

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY SOUTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST

Broken support posts and cracked purlins were found in the church’s attic.
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SILVER SPRING, Md.

Nearly 80 years ago, Paul 
Snyder answered the call to 
serve his country.

Nearly 40 years later, 
Jonathan Walker did likewise.

Today, both men “are called by God 
to serve brothers and sisters in Christ 
through the fruits of the Spirit,” said 
Walker, a veteran U.S. Marine Corps 
sergeant who met Snyder, a former 
U.S. Army master sergeant, in Bible 
class at the Silver Spring Church of 
Christ nine years ago.

Walker, 56, decided to sit by 
Snyder in a Bible class taught by Earl 
West Sr., and struck up a conversa-
tion. He learned that Snyder, 99, 
was the longest-serving deacon and 
treasurer in the congregation, which 
meets in this suburb of Washington. 
Snyder was present at the 1954 
groundbreaking ceremony for the 
church’s current building.

The two brothers in Christ 
became fast friends. Both served 
in the military, and both were 
introduced to Churches of Christ 
by the women they married. Walker 
learned that Snyder had served in 
the Pacific during World War II, so 
he shared with Snyder about his six-

month tour of duty at Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni in Japan in 1986.

“Also, I talked about my visit to 
the Hiroshima museum in Japan as 
well as my visit to the Philippines,” 
Walker said.

Snyder had been to both countries 
during the war, he told Walker. After 
Hiroshima, he was assigned to occu-
pied Japan to oversee the money 
in its bank vaults. At one point, he 
was in charge of nearly 23 million 
Japanese yen.

Walker had to know more. 

THE WAR YEARS
Walker asked Snyder to let him 

record a video of his story. That 
video is now registered with the 
Veterans History Project at the 
Library of Congress.

In the 34-minute video, Snyder, a 
quiet, spiritual man who talks barely 
above a whisper, shares about his 
childhood in Pennsylvania. When 
his older brother enrolled in school, 
Snyder cried because he “wanted 
to go with him,” he said, though he 
was only 4. His mother consented, 
and he graduated at age 16. He 

learned typing and shorthand at a 
college in Connellsville, where he 
displayed a keen aptitude for finance 
and accounting. He graduated vale-
dictorian of his class.

He got a job in Harrisburg, Pa., and 
had just married the love of his life, 
Kay, when his draft number came up 
in 1942. He spent 
two years at Bolling 
Field in Washington 
and continued to 
study finance. His 
wife worked for 
Westinghouse and, 
at one point during 
the war, made fuses 
for hand grenades.

As the Battle of 
the Bulge raged in 
Europe, Snyder was 
transferred to an 
infantry unit as a staff sergeant and 
trained at Camp Gordon in Georgia 
for 13 weeks to become a squad 
leader.

“I got orders to go to the 
Philippines,” Snyder said. “I was 
sick every day in the troopship. I 
will never forget going under the 

Golden Gate Bridge. I looked back 
… until I could not see it anymore.”

When he arrived in Manila 
Harbor, “there were ships every-
where,” he said. His commanding 
officers were more interested in his 
ability to handle money than his 
skills with a weapon. They assigned 
him to a financial division, where he 
soon was promoted to master ser-
geant, equivalent to a chief clerk.

After the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the 
Japanese surrender, Snyder was sta-
tioned in Japan as U.S. forces began 
the long task of disarming and 
rebuilding the devastated country. 
Snyder was in charge of the office 
that converted yen to dollars and 
vice-versa. As U.S. troops entered 
and departed from Japan, these 
conversions were frequent. At one 
point, Snyder transported 23 million 
Japanese yen across town, accompa-
nied by several guards.

FINDING A FAMILY OF FAITH 
In January 1946, Snyder began the 

long journey home. His ship had 
nearly reached Hawaii when one of 
the men contracted smallpox. They 
were delayed for two weeks as 5,000 
troops were vaccinated.  

Finally, they 
reached Seattle. 
Snyder caught 
a train to Fort 
Indiantown Gap 
in Pennsylvania, 
where he was dis-
charged. He moved 
to the Washington 
area, residing 
on South Capitol 
Street near the U.S. 
Naval Research 
Laboratory, 

and spent 30 years working for 
the Maryland and Virginia Milk 
Producers Cooperative Association.

His wife grew up in Churches of 
Christ in Oklahoma. Kay Snyder 
“played a major role in Paul’s conver-
sion into the body of Christ,” Walker 
said. The couple began worshiping 
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Paul Snyder and Jonathan Walker 
served in Japan 40 years apart.

Brothers in arms, brothers in Christ
A CHANCE MEETING  in Bible class brings veterans together to capture living history.

JONATHAN WALKER 

Marine vet Jonathan Walker recorded a video of fellow church member Paul 
Snyder as Snyder recounted his experiences in the U.S. Army in World War II.

VIDEO STILL, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

Shovel in hand, Paul Snyder trains 
for the infantry at Camp Gordon, Ga. 
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with the Southeast Church of Christ 
in Washington in 1947. They placed 
membership with the Silver Spring 
congregation in 1951 and helped it 
grow into a 300-member, ethnically 
diverse church. They were married 
for 63 years and raised two sons 
before Kay Snyder’s death in 2005.

FRIENDSHIP AND PRAYER
Jonathan Walker said he’s eter-

nally thankful that the Lord guided 
him to sit by Paul Snyder in that 
Bible class nine years ago.

Reflecting on his friend’s life, 
Walker said, “Brother Snyder was 
proud to serve our country, but 
there is always a fear of losing your 
life — if drafted into the infantry 
— on the front lines of a war. God 
placed him at the right place at the 
right time. It shows the resilience of 
a Christian. I still think it has a lot to 
do with his prayer life.”

Walker sees God at work in his own 
life as well. He met his wife, Easther, 
while he served at Marine Corps 
Air Station El Toro in California as 
an electrical-mechanical technician. 
She invited him to worship with the 
Lynwood Church of Christ.

Walker developed a passion for 
Bible study and teaching, which 
led him to pursue an undergradu-
ate electrical engineering degree 
at Howard University, a master’s 
in biomedical engineering at Johns 
Hopkins and a doctorate in transpor-
tation engineering at Virginia Tech.

“I pray and study without ceasing 
when writing a lesson for an adult 
Bible class — as if I were preparing 
for a college exam,” Walker said. 
“Christ is the scholarly professor, 
the Bible is a 2-inch physics book 
and the Holy Spirit is a tutor.”

In November, Jonathan and Easther 
Walker celebrated their 34th anniver-
sary. A few weeks later, on Dec. 10, 
Snyder celebrates his 100th birthday.

As he approaches his centennial 
year, Snyder told The Christian 
Chronicle that he’s thankful for the 
good fortune God has given him.

“He was just so good to me,” Snyder 
said, “and I thank God every day.”

As for his friendship with Walker, 
Snyder said, “He is quite a guy. I 
have never had anyone treat me like 
brother Walker.”

FIND A LINK to the video interview with Paul Snyder 
at christianchronicle.org/ww2vet.

The Beaumont Church of Christ is seeking an involvement minister who 
knows his Bible and the Holy Spirit’s power to create and sustain life-long 
trust in Jesus. This minister will have a demonstrated passion for the lost 
as he mentors our families and youth to improve engagement with the 
body and practicing our faith in the community. He will join with our three 
elders and others in preaching one or two Sundays per month, or more. 
In Beaumont there is a true sense of community. Situated in the pass 
between two beautiful mountains we are 
only 1 1/2 hours from snow peaks, the 
beach, and the desert. Come and see 
our fervor for the Lord. 

Send resumes and inquiries to: 

of Southern California

churchelders960@gmail.com
Beaumont Church of Christ

PO Box AH, Beaumont, CA 92223

Full-Time Involvement Minister Wanted in the

Fastest Growing Area

Seeking Full-Time Minister - Cortez, Colorado

The Cortez church of Christ is located in the beautiful Four Corners area of Colo-
rado. We are a loving congregation of 80+ members who want to grow. We are 
involved in community service, mission work, Leadership Training for Christ, and a 
local youth camp. We provide a competitive salary and a nice, four-bedroom home.

The Cortez area is home to scenic mountains, deserts, mesas, rivers, lakes, farm-
land and Mesa Verde National Park. Locals enjoy skiing, hiking, fishing, hunting, 
camping, boating, mountain biking and golfing. 

If interested, send a detailed resume including references and information 
about yourself and your family to: cortezcofc@live.com.

Full-time Minister Search
Small congregation looking for a minister 
to teach the Bible and minister to the 
needs of the congregation. We are a 
group of individuals who love God and 
love to study His Word.

Please send resume:

Church of Christ
Attn: Richard Ecord

1207 W 15th
Ottawa, KS 66067

The Hot Springs Village Church of Christ 
is seeking a full-time Youth and Family Minister.  
We are in the world’s largest gated community 
with lots of amenities and are served by two 
school districts. We are a very active commu-
nity and mission-minded congregation of 200+.  
We are seeking someone with a strong biblical 
background and a desire to teach and learn.  
We have an active and involved youth group.   
Worship/song leading ability is a plus. 
For more information or to send resume: 

Chad Knappier, 210 Balboa Rd
Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909

(501) 226-9060 or readthischad@gmail.com

Looking for an All-Purpose Minister who can 
relate across the generational spectrum of our 
congregation. The elders are looking for as-
sistance to reinvigorate the congregation as we 
come out of the pandemic and are coming back 
together. The successful candidate will be well 
grounded in Biblical doctrine and have the ability 
to share that doctrine in a loving and practical 
way with the un-churched and also with those 
who confess Christ but have an understanding 
that is critically different.

Westside Church of Christ, Attn: Tom Keyes
905 SW 10th St, Seminole, Texas 79360

tomkeyes@sbcglobal.net

Full-time Campus Minister 
wanted to work with students at 

Montana State University located 
in Bozeman, Montana. Come work 
with a dedicated team of Christians, 
reaching out with the Gospel in one 

of the fastest growing and most 
beautiful locations in the U.S.

 Inquire at: 
mtdisciples@gmail.com



legal scholars say will give 
a more conservative court a 
renewed opportunity to revisit the 
constitutional right of abortion that 
has been recognized for a half-century.

Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
is a challenge to Mississippi’s 
Gestational Age Act, which prohibits 
all abortions, with few exceptions, 
after 15 weeks. After the law’s 
passage, the state’s only abortion 
provider sued, winning a restraining 
order that prevented it from going 
into effect.

The case is the latest in a string 
of challenges to state regulations 
pushing back the point in pregnancy 
at which abortion is allowed. In the 
past two years, a dozen states have 
passed laws banning abortion at 
some point before fetal viability, and 
each has been either stayed or over-
turned by lower courts.

The battle over the degree to 
which states may regulate abortion 
has been waged since Roe v. Wade. 
But even before that, the high court 
decided in Griswold v. Connecticut 
in 1965 that the Constitution recog-
nized a “right of privacy” — one that 
prevented states from prohibiting the 
distribution of contraceptives.

Barry McDonald, professor of law 
at Pepperdine University in Malibu, 
Calif., said the 1973 abortion deci-
sion came on the heels of a longer 
line of cases like 
Griswold that recog-
nized fundamental 
rights not specifically 
articulated in the 
U.S. Constitution – 
such as childrearing, 
marriage, procreation 
and contraception.

“The challenge in 
Roe v. Wade was a natural extension of 
those cases, with one big exception,” 
said McDonald, who teaches constitu-
tional law and has written extensively 
on abortion law. “And that is, on the 
other side of the scale from the ability 
of a person to control their private 
choices, now you have a living fetus.”

At the time Roe v. Wade was 
argued, the nation was a patchwork 
of state abortion restrictions. Most 
states essentially banned the prac-

tice, while several others had loos-
ened restrictions to allow for abor-
tions in cases of rape, incest, danger 
to the mother’s health or evidence 
of a nonviable fetus. By 1970, New 
York and a handful of other states 
had essentially made abortion legal 
upon request.

“Abortion was a matter of state 
law,” McDonald said. “States could 
simply choose how they wanted to 
regulate it.”

Roe v. Wade was a challenge to 
Texas’ broad prohibition on abortion 
and was combined at the high court 
with a similar Georgia case. After 
two oral arguments over two years, 
the high court eventually decided, 
7–2, that women have a “fundamental 
right” to privacy and abortions 
without excessive government 
restrictions. The court struck down 
the Texas ban and similar ones in 29 
other states as unconstitutional.

The majority’s rationale relied 
on the 14th Amendment, which 
prevents states from denying any 
person of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law. The 
court refused to recognize unborn 
children as “persons” with any con-
stitutional protections. 

Recognizing abortion as a 
fundamental right, the court created 
an elaborate trimester-based system 
akin to legislation to determine what 

courts must consider when evaluating 
abortion restrictions. The result was 
effectively to mandate abortion on 
demand during the first six months 
of pregnancy and to make late-term 
abortions more common.

While the process took several 
years, the Roe v. Wade decision 
led to massive political polariza-
tion, McDonald argues, and it 
took theological objections to the 
practice squarely into the politi-
cal sphere. For example, in 1980, 
then-presidential candidate Ronald 
Reagan courted the votes of reli-
gious conservatives, promising to 
nominate judges to the Supreme 
Court who would vote to overturn 
the decision. 

And overturning or upholding Roe 
v. Wade continues to be a political 
rallying point during elections and 
Supreme Court nominations. But as 
McDonald said, the holding in Roe 
already has been weakened.

In 1992, the court decided Planned 
Parenthood v. Casey, allowing states 
to restrict abortion as long as laws 
do not create “an undue burden” on 
the right. The court retained Roe’s 
focus on fetal viability but made 
regulating abortion prior to such 
viability easier.

“Basically, the court said the 
state can throw up a lot of red tape, 
particularly regulations designed 

to persuade a woman to carry her 
fetus to term — such as informed 
consent requirements and waiting 
periods and so forth — as long as 
they don’t prevent the woman from 
getting an abortion,” McDonald 
said. “That’s not the stuff of a funda-
mental right.”

CHIPPING AWAY AT ROE V. WADE
Since Casey, the court has 

considered several regulations that 
have chipped away at the edges of 
the abortion right. 

In 2000, in Stenberg v. Carhart, 
the court held that Nebraska’s 
partial-birth abortion law — relating 
to abortions typically performed 
during later-term pregnancies 
— created an undue burden 
on the right to abortion. But it 
reversed itself seven years later 
in Gonzales v. Carhart, upholding 
the federal government’s “partial-
birth abortion” ban in the second 
trimester of pregnancy.

Among Americans in general, 
trimesters are key to abortion views: 
According to Gallup, 6 in 10 U.S. 
adults generally think abortion 
should be legal in the first three 
months of a pregnancy. But that 
support drops by about half, to 28 
percent, for abortions conducted in 
the second three months, and by half 
again, to 13 percent, in the final three 
months, Gallup reported in 2018.

Other restrictions have been less 
successful. In 2016, the court struck 
down Texas’ law requiring abortion 
doctors to have admitting privileges at 
local hospitals and for abortion clinics 
to qualify as surgical medical facilities.

The Mississippi law being 
appealed in Dobbs v. Jackson 
Women’s Health is one of several 
by states seeking to challenge the 
court’s viability standard from 
Casey. While Mississippi set the 
upper limit at 15 weeks, other states 
have argued for different standards, 
such as evidence of a fetal heartbeat 
or signs of fetal “quickening” at 
seven to eight weeks.

Because of last year’s addition 
to the court of Justice Amy Coney 
Barrett, who has been on record as 
opposing abortion, and because of 
Dobbs’ potential to change abortion 
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Women on both sides of the abortion debate hold signs in Washington, D.C., in 2016.

ABORTION: Will Supreme Court overturn Roe v. Wade?

McDonald



law, the case has attracted substantial 
attention. More than 1,000 friend-of-
the-court briefs have been filed in 
support or opposition to the law.

Members of Churches of Christ 
are among those watching the case.

The Chronicle survey was not a 
scientific sampling of opinions, so 
the newspaper is not reporting spe-
cific numbers.

Jenifer Hosch, a member of the 
Burleson Church of Christ in Texas, 
said, “I believe a baby is a human 
being when it is in its mother’s womb 
and that God knows that child and 
has plans and hopes for it. I believe 
that it is a sin to take a human life.”

Mike Jones, a member of the 
Jericho Church of Christ in 
Mocksville, N.C., said he doesn’t 
like abortion and is “pretty sure, in 
most cases, it is sin.” 

But Jones also said, “Scripture 
does not make an unambiguously 
clear enough case that ‘life begins 
at conception’ for me — or govern-
ment — to condemn it as murder 
in every instance and forbid it 
to a woman who feels that it is 
necessary.”

If the court were 
to overturn Roe 
v. Wade, Darren 
Williamson, a minis-
ter for the Southwest 
Church of Christ in 
Tigard, Ore., said he 
would rejoice.

“But many fail to 
understand that overturning Roe 
v. Wade would not end abortion 
across the nation,” Williamson said. 
“Instead, it would allow states to ban 
it or regulate it more. It essentially 
would make it a state issue rather 
than a federal issue.

“In extremely radical states like 

ours ... abortion would continue 
unabated,” he added. “In Oregon, my 
16-year-old daughter can’t get her ear 
pierced without my approval, but she 
can get an abortion.”

Reversing Roe v. Wade “would 
please God because fewer children 
would be murdered,” said Ralph 
Brewer, an elder of the Alvaton 
Church of Christ in Kentucky. 
“However, the best approach is to do 
all we can to change the hearts and 
minds of people.”

Phillip Hicks, a member of the 
Belen Church of Christ in New 
Mexico, said it will take Christians 
providing support for children and 
parents — not anti-abortion legisla-
tion — to stop abortion.

A ruling against abortion “will not 
stop or slow abortion,” he said. It 
would “merely drive it underground.”

McDonald, the Pepperdine law 
professor, sees a few potential out-
comes to the case, most of which 
would allow states to continue to 
restrict abortion. Overturning Roe 
v. Wade and Casey outright would 
return to the states the question of 
whether and when abortion is legal.

The court could revisit the ques-
tion of whether the fetus is a person 
under the Constitution and move to 
more of a balancing scheme as now 
exists in many other countries. 

But even if the court reaches a 
compromise that does not overtly 
overturn parts or all of Roe or 
Casey, McDonald said he sees con-
tinued challenges to abortion law.

The court has “already substan-
tially gutted Roe, the conservatives 
have, by applying the ‘undue bur-
den’ test,” McDonald said. “They 
could just continue to let states chip 
away at the right through a strict 
application of that test.”
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Opponents of abortion restrictions rally outside the Supreme Court in 2019.
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an emailed interview request from 
The Christian Chronicle. Reached by 
telephone, a woman identified as the 
center’s office manager said clinic 
officials “won’t talk to anybody” 
about the demonstrators.

Nearly 30,000 abortions were 
performed in Michigan last year 
as the state’s abortion rate hit a 
quarter-century high, according to 
the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services.

“We’re out here today not to protest 
but to minister to these moms and 
dads here to murder their child,” 
Westerby told the Chronicle. “We’re 
out here to share the Gospel with 
them in hopes that God will soften 
their heart and that they will repent 
and have mercy on their baby today.

“We aren’t out here to hate them 
or be rude,” he added. “We have free 
resources for them. We have families 
that will adopt their baby. So we’re 
out here for the glory of God and to 
love our neighbors.”

Asked what motivates her to picket, 
Filipiak replied: “The truth. The truth 
of Christ. The truth of what’s really 
going on here. And I just can’t stay 
silent anymore.”

Filipiak said her daughter, Nicola, 
“knows that I’m going with my friend 
Conner to ask women not to hurt their 
babies. … I want to pass that legacy 
down that this is what we believe.”

TO PICKET OR NOT?
Nationally, 61 percent of members 

of Churches of Christ believe 
abortion should be illegal in all or 
most cases, according to the Pew 
Research Center’s 2014 Religious 
Landscape Study. That’s the most 
recent data available.

But 36 percent of members 
surveyed disagree, Pew reported. 
The remaining 3 percent of respon-
dents are unsure.

While the majority oppose abor-
tion, the fellowship’s nearly 12,000 
U.S. congregations are not known 
for activism on the issue — outside 
of how they vote.

Readers who responded to an 
online Chronicle survey were split on 
individual Christians or congregations 
picketing clinics and verbally urging 
women not to get abortions.

“By the time a woman is at the 
clinic, having someone chanting 
or singing is counterproductive,” 
said Carol Puckett, a member of the 
Brown Street Church of Christ in 
Waxahachie, Texas. 

On the other hand, Jo Pennington, 
a member of the White Station 
Church of Christ in Memphis, Tenn., 
said: “It’s worth a try to intervene 
with godly wisdom. Some women 
don’t know they don’t have to be 
alone on next steps or that there 
really could be righteous solutions.”

But as Desarae Anderson sees it, 

Christians could find more effective 
means of reducing the abortion 
rate than by criminalizing it or 
confronting women at clinics.

“Many ‘abortion clinics’ are 
places women can go to get free 
healthcare,” said Anderson, a 
member of the Grace Hill Church in 
Collierville, Tenn. “Many are there 
for other reasons, and protesters 
can discourage women from getting 
medical attention they need.

“Plus,” she added, “it just makes 
Christians look hateful. No one who 
is not a Christian sees that and says, 
‘Ah, the good news! What love! I’d 
like to be more like those people.’ It’s 
antithetical to the Christian message.”

A DIFFERENT APPROACH
Sherri Statler, president and CEO 

of Christian Homes and Family 
Services of Abilene, Texas, said her 
nonprofit — which is associated 
with Churches of Christ — takes a 
different approach from picketing.

The Texas organization focuses on 
letting women know that alternatives 
to abortion exist, Statler said.

“At Christian Homes, we are 
passionate about two messages: 
‘Sometimes adoption is what it means 
to be a good mother’ and ‘There are 
Christian couples anxious to love and 
adopt your baby, and they will love 
you for the selfless decision you make 
when you choose adoption,’” said 

Statler, an adoptive mother herself.
“We aggressively share those 

two messages,” she added in an 
email, “with people who are likely to 
interact with women with unplanned 
pregnancies, including pregnancy 
resource center staff and volunteers, 
hospital social workers, OB/GYNs 
and their staff, university health 
clinic staffs, WIC offices, etc.”

Back in Michigan, Metro for Life 
leaders stressed that the ministry 
involves more than showing up at 
abortion clinics. 

The Metro church wants to bring 
people to Christ and help them find 
salvation as well as resources for 
their babies, Edwards said. 

Westerby and Filipiak organize 
educational presentations at the 
church and invite fellow members 
and area congregations to attend. 
They maintain a bulletin board at 
the Metro building sharing the 
ministry’s latest news. They shower 
women who decide to have babies 
with money and gifts.  

Often, rather than an in-person 
shower, a young mother who chooses 
not to have an abortion will prefer an 
Amazon shower, Westerby said.

“This is where you purchase 
things through Amazon, and it is 
sent to the church to collect the gifts 
and then deliver them to the mom,” 
he said. “I have a list of names of 
people from Metro who want to be 
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MINISTRY: Michigan clinic declines to comment on demonstrators
“Abortion stops a beating heart,” says a banner hung outside the Metro 
Church of Christ in Sterling Heights, Mich., about 25 miles north of Detroit.

Shannon Filipiak, a member of the Metro Church of Christ in Sterling Heights, 
Mich., holds a “Babies are murdered here” sign outside a Flint, Mich., clinic.
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included in this. … The wish list can 
be anywhere from 40 to 120 items. 
No matter how long the list is, it 
doesn’t seem to take longer than a 
week for it all to be purchased.” 

’THE BABIES HAVE NO VOICE’
The West Bloomfield clinic occupies 

the back half of a nondescript building 
anchored by a smoothie shop called 
Beyond Juicery + Eatery. Next door is 
a Chipotle Mexican Grill.

Most of the people entering the 
clinic on a recent Saturday ignored 
the demonstrators, but a few 
stopped and talked to them.

A 30-something man driving a 
sports car and wearing a New York 
Yankees cap voiced displeasure with 
the group as he left Beyond Juicery. 
He accused the demonstrators of 
harassing a woman at the clinic.

“You realize having a baby is a 
lifelong commitment, right?” asked 
the man, who declined to share his 
name with the Chronicle. “Money, 
financially, right?”

In a friendly dialogue with the 
man, Westerby explained the 
group’s desire to “be a voice for the 
voiceless,” citing Proverbs 31:8.

“She has a voice,” the man replied, 
referring to the woman.

“No, no, it’s for the babies,” 
Westerby said. “The babies have no 
voice.”

Westerby, who is single, served 
four years on a U.S. Navy submarine 
before returning home to Michigan.

Now a furniture maker, he said he 

sees picketing not as political but as 
an opportunity to preach the Gospel.

“Abortion is just a symptom,” he 
said. “The problem is a stone wicked 
heart. Paul says in Romans 1 that the 
Gospel is the power for salvation to all 
who believe. In Romans 10, he says 
that ‘believing comes from hearing, 
and hearing from preaching.’ 

“So our No. 1 goal is the Gospel. A 
fruit of preaching the Gospel is that 
hearts are changed and babies are 
saved.”

Likewise, Filipiak said her 
perspective changed when she 
realized that the abortion issue is “a 
heart thing.”

“It has to be Gospel-driven, which 
should be obvious to all,” she said. 
“But it took me a long time to 
understand that.”

Metro for Life aligns with End 
Abortion Now’s stance that abortion 
is a gospel issue, not merely a 
political one.

That national group’s website 
contends that abortion “is an 
inherently religious issue because 
all of life is religion. This is about 
teaching all nations to obey all 
that Christ has commanded. It is 
impossible to accurately define the 
issues of life and justice apart from 
this truth.”

’ONE DAY YOU WILL BE JUDGED’
Laura Sawyer, a 64-year-old Metro 

member holding a “We stand with 
pre-born women” sign, said she 
always opposed abortion but never 

picketed until now.
“It hit me really hard when 

Shannon and Conner stood up in 
front of the congregation and said 
we were going to be doing this 
outreach,” Sawyer said. “I thought, 
‘Why haven’t we been doing 
something like this sooner?’ We 
have to stand up and not be afraid.”

Another demonstrator, Peter 
Morphy, preaches for the Detroit-
area Royal Oak Church of Christ.

Before the COVID-19 pandemic 
began, Morphy said, he preached 
a sermon against abortion. But 
then he thought, “I’m tired of doing 
lessons on abortion — where all we 
do is talk about the Scriptures — 
and we don’t really do a whole lot 
about it.”

However, the lack of response can 
be discouraging.

“Some days I feel like Satan sent 
all his minions out. There are days 
when people say they’re going to 
shoot us,” Westerby said. “And 
then some days people are actually 
willing to talk.”

Westerby has received mentoring 
from Justin Phillips and Andrew 
Belanger, evangelical missionaries 
who spend most days outside a Flint, 
Mich., clinic begging women not to 

end their pregnancies.
Phillips and Belanger work with a 

ministry known as ONElife for Life. 
It has helped hundreds of women 
find a better path than abortion, 
Westerby said, and serves as a 
model for Metro for Life. 

On this blue-sky weekend, as the 
West Bloomfield clinic’s doctor got 
into his car about midday, Westerby 
aimed the bullhorn at him.

“How many children did you 
butcher today?” Westerby asked. 
“One day you will be judged for 
every child you murdered.”

If those words sound harsh, 
Westerby believes the context is 
important.

“Knowing that his job is to rip 
children apart in the womb, that 
God hates the hands that shed 
innocent blood (Proverbs 6:16-
17) and that the consequence 
of sacrificing children is death 
(Leviticus 20), what I said makes 
perfect sense and is faithful to what 
the Bible said,” Westerby said later 
in an email.

The doctor drove away without 
acknowledging him.

Before going home, the church 
members gathered in a circle and 
prayed for the unborn. 

PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

Before the church members go home, Conner Westerby prays for the unborn.

Laura Sawyer, a Metro church member, says she opposed abortion but never 
picketed until Conner Westerby and Shannon Filipiak launched the ministry.
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But both congregations were 
concerned about the 250-member 
Bristol Road congregation absorbing 
the smaller Family of Faith congrega-
tion of 100 members. Both leader-
ships wanted it to be truly a unifica-
tion instead of one group disappearing 
into the other one.

Johnson had reservations of 
her own. Family of Faith was 
still getting its bearings as a new 
church. More importantly to 
Johnson, Family of Faith met at 
a school, and the congregation 
had put its resources into serving 
the community instead of into a 
building. Johnson thought Bristol 
Road’s building would detract from 
Family of Faith’s mission.

“When you go to brick and mortar, 
a lot of your funds go into upkeep,” 
Johnson said. 

So the two churches remained sepa-
rate, although the idea of merging 
was never forgotten.

“We thought if this 
was God’s will, we’ll 
figure it out,” Berry 
said. 

Then the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. 
Churches across 
the nation stopped 
meeting in person. 
Eventually, the Bristol Road shep-
herds decided members could begin 
meeting safely since they could 
spread out in the church’s spacious 
auditorium. But Family of Faith 
didn’t have that option. The school 
was closed indefinitely.

“We were not in a position where 
we could call the shots on when we 
could come back,” Johnson said.

After Bristol Road started meeting 
in person again, Dawson began 
preaching for the congregation, 
and, as Family of Faith members 
began to feel safer about in-person 
services, they started worshiping 
with Bristol Road. Both groups used 
this time to get to know each other.

“There was no rush, no pressure, 
no deadline,” Dawson said. “We 
wanted everybody to feel comfortable. 
It was definitely a Spirit-led process.”

Berry said taking time to meet 
and listen to each other was critical: 
“We realized there was no timetable 
here. We just let God keep working 

and stayed out of his way.”
Family of Faith trustees began 

meeting with the Bristol Road elders 
about unifying. They discussed what 
the congregations had in common 
and what each of them needed.

“The main thing they had that we 
didn’t was a building,” Johnson said. 
“And they made no bones about it 
— they wanted our minister.”

The groups agreed on a three-
month trial period at the beginning 
of 2021, but with the pandemic still 
raging, many members were not 
ready to come to church. But once 
vaccines became available, the plan 
moved forward once again. After 
making sure everyone in the two 
churches was comfortable with 
merging, and after a lot of prayer 
and a 21-day fast, the two groups 
of leaders ultimately decided to 
bring both churches together in the 
Bristol Road building. They also 
hired Dawson as the full-time pulpit 

minister and Cleon 
Anderson, Family of 
Faith’s youth minister, 
as the youth and 
outreach minister.

For the two congre-
gations to become 
one, the leaders 
needed to discuss the 
history of racism in 

churches and how to listen to each 
other’s potential concerns. They 
joined together in reading “The Color 
of Compromise: The Truth About 
the American Church’s Complicity in 
Racism” by Jemar Tisby.

“I wanted us to talk through some 
things and be comfortable — even 
myself,” Dawson said.

Berry said it was crucial to listen.
“We needed to hear their 

viewpoints on things they had 
experienced that others of us had 
not been exposed to,” he said. 

As for Johnson, she said she 
cherishes her new church family. 

“We are doing our Bible studies 
together, our ladies’ activities 
together, and everyone is open to 
ideas,” she said. “What I like most 
is that they respect our differences. 
Culturally, there are differences, 
whether we want to admit it or not. 
But ultimately, we are all trying to 
go to the same place, to heaven, and 
I don’t think it’s split there.”

MERGER: Michigan congregations unite
FROM PAGE 3
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ZINVIE, Benin — This small West African country is 
shaped, roughly, like a key. 

And the nation of 12 million souls “may well be a 
key to evangelizing the French-speaking countries of 
Africa,” wrote Laurel Sewell. “Only God can know.”

Since its humble beginnings in a single concrete 
building just north of Benin’s large port city, 
Cotonou, the Bible Training Center has trained 
233 preachers under the direction 
of Ghanaian-born evangelist George 
Akpabli. Those graduates have 
planted more than 350 Churches 
of Christ across more than a dozen 
nations in French-speaking Africa 
with a combined membership of 
some 15,000 believers.

Sewell and her husband, Milton, 
are promoters of French African 
Christian Education (FACE), a nonprofit founded 
in 2007 to support the Bible Training Center and 
its graduate preachers. Milton Sewell, chancellor of 
Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, Tenn., 
serves on the nonprofit’s board of directors.

Laurel Sewell recently interviewed Bill Morgan 
and Ed Jones, who began working with Akpabli in 
1994 after the two men were appointed elders of the 
Benton Church of Christ in Kentucky.

Morgan, a former brigadier general in the U.S. Air 
Force, noted what he sees as keys to the success of 
the work in Benin. Allow Africans to teach Africans, 
he said. Don’t impose American culture or expec-
tations. And find good people to financially support 
the work. Richard England, a recently retired 
professor at Freed-Hardeman, serves as executive 
director of FACE.

“This has exceeded my expectation beyond any 
comprehension,” Morgan said of the work. Jones 
added, “Why did I doubt that God could do this?”

READ LAUREL SEWELL’S REPORT at christianchronicle.org/FACEbenin.
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Akpabli

S P O T L I G H T

Keys to success in Africa

LAUREL SEWELL

Bill Morgan, left, and Ed Jones reminisce about their 
involvement with mission work in Benin.

Amid the lush landscape of Iceland, James Nored discusses “Faith and Fairy Tales” 
for the Story of Redemption video series. Nored, a member of the Fairfax Church of 
Christ in Virginia, works with Next Generation for Christ, a mission and discipleship 
ministry that produces the videos. While in Iceland, Nored and his family met with 
church planters including Gunnar Gunnarsson, a native Icelander who was converted 
by listening to podcasts about Christianity. Gunnarsson and his coworkers “have 
just recently had Farsi-speaking people come their way,” Nored said, “and we have 
our whole Story of Redemption series in Farsi ... It is great how God brings people 
together!” Learn more at SORIceland.com and theicelandproject.org.

TOMISLAV KOREN, NEXT GENERATION FOR CHRIST 

Believers film an Icelandic saga of faith

CROATIA
UGLJAN — “We spent seven days listening to 
the God-created music of crickets chirping and 
God-created Mediterranean smells of rose-
mary, lavender, pine trees and other plants you 
can only find on Croatian islands.” 

That’s how minister Jura Lazar described a 
recent camp on the island of Ugljan, attended 
by about 100 members of Churches of Christ 
in Croatia. Tony Coffey, minister in Dublin, 
Ireland, was the guest speaker. 

“God’s word, prayers and worship were 
present with us every day,” Lazar said.

SOUTH AFRICA
PHILADELPHIA — The COVID-19 pandemic “has 
broken down religious barriers that have for 
decades divided churches into autonomous 
groups that previously had little contact with 
one another,” said Roger Dickson.

Dickson, who lives in the village of 
Philadelphia in South Africa’s Western Cape 
province, writes and distributes free gospel 
literature through Africa International, a 

ministry supported by Churches of Christ. 
“Church leaders from all religious groups 

show up at our door,” Dickson said, “pleading 
for Bible material that they can distribute 
among their isolated members in order to bind 
them together in the midst of social lockdowns. 
... Fortunately, we have the right literary tools 
for the job.” See africainternational.org. 

UNITED KINGDOM
SHIPDHAM — About 60 people, representing 
Churches of Christ across the United 
Kingdom, gathered at historic Letton Hall in 
Norfolk for an autumn family retreat.

“For many this was the first time in 18 months 
that they had been able to enjoy being in the 
presence of so many outside their immediate 
family circles,” said Patrick Boyns, principal 
of the British Bible School. “We enjoyed great 
mealtimes together, listened to a few teaching 
sessions, joined together in singing songs of 
praise and encouragement, played together in 
the splendid gardens and generally loved being 
a part of another very special weekend.”

Gunnarsson



MONTEPUEZ, Mozambique — A Church of 
Christ in this southern African nation 
recently made a gift of 50 meticals — 
that’s about 78 cents in U.S. currency 
— so that a displaced person could 
take their sick child to a hospital. 

A deacon of the church, André 
Álvaro, encountered another refugee 
family, hungry and without posses-
sions, so he offered them 10 kilo-
grams (22 pounds) of corn.

“The sadness doesn’t end,” Álvaro 
said, “but after helping, the situation 
becomes a little better.”

Across Mozambique, small 
Churches of Christ with humble 
means are encountering waves of 
severe need. Hundreds of thou-
sands of their countrymen have fled 
from violence in the northern Cabo 
Delgado province — many leaving 
family farms behind.

The conflict zone, where Islamic 
militants began an insurgency in 
2017, has become a focal point for the 
Mozambican government due to its 
proximity to rich, offshore deposits of 
natural gas, the BBC reports.

Church members are serving 
the displaced, missionary Chad 
Westerholm wrote in A Lâmpada, 
a Portuguese-language publication 
produced by LAMP International. 

Álvaro’s congregation, the 
Menheuene Church of Christ, 
began planning regular visits to the 
displaced. “When we come to their 
houses, we don’t complain because 
they don’t give us chairs to sit on,” 
he told Westerholm, “but we sit with 
them on the floor, for they have no 
chairs to offer!”

Churches in the U.S. have sent 
funds to help, and Mozambican 
church members have distributed 
food, school uniforms, clothes, pots, 
mats and other necessities. Church 
members also have provided tools 
to help the displaced people develop 
livelihoods — hoes, machetes, bicy-
cles, saws, hammers and chisels.

Missionaries in Montepuez orga-
nized a seminar to train Christians 
to minister to those who have 
suffered trauma. One church 

member, Goncalves Ignatius, talked 
about an unforgettable encounter 
with a displaced man.

“His daughter and son-in-law were 
beheaded in his presence,” Ignatius 
said, “and he was forbidden to cry.” 

The church member added, “God 
puts in the hearts of members and 
leaders the spirit to serve, love and 
encourage. So they lead many to 
Jesus.”

Most of the refugees speak 
languages different from those 
of the churches they encounter. 
Napoleon David, an evangelist in the 
village of Namuno, said his Macua-
speaking congregation has adapted 
to serve the displaced.

“Previously, we used only one 
language in the services,” David said. 
Now the church uses its common 
tongue, Portuguese.

Baptisms have resulted from the 
outreach. But the relief efforts also 
have transformed the churches as 
they have served those in need.

At first “there was not much will-
ingness to help,” David said, “but 
now we are seeing the church being 
generous. ... I look at them and 
think, ‘What if it were me?’ Anything 
I have deserves to be shared.”

READ THE FULL STORY at alampada.org.
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Members of a Church of Christ in 
Balma, Mozambique, bundle clothes 
to share with refugees who arrived 
in the town with nothing.

Tenure-Track Faculty in Literacy Education
The Department of Teacher Education seeks candidates for a 

tenure-track faculty position in literacy education. Applicants should 
demonstrate a strong background in effective teaching strategies 
for diverse populations, ability to create and enhance collaborative 
partnerships with public school personnel, and strong potential for 
continued scholarship and professional service. An earned doctorate 
is required. Information about the department is available at  
acu.edu/teacher. 

Learn more and apply online at acucareers.acu.edu. Review of applicants will 
begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. ACU is committed to 
building a culturally diverse faculty and strongly encourages applications from 
women and minority candidates. The university is affiliated with the fellowship 
of the Churches of Christ and its mission is to educate students for Christian 
service and leadership throughout the world. All applicants must be professing 
Christians and be active, faithful members of a congregation of the Churches  
of Christ and deeply committed to service in Christian higher education.  
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in employment opportunities. 
 

200555-1021

‘What if it were me?’
CHURCHES OF HUMBLE MEANS  in southern Africa experience 
the power of generosity as they serve the displaced.
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Help us reach
THE NEXT VILLAGE

HEALING HANDS
INTERNATIONAL hhi.org | 615.832.2000

watch the story of a village in need:
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BY AUDREY JACKSON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SEARCY, Ark.  

Elijah Anthony and Howard 
Wright gathered with fam-
ily and friends on Harding 
University’s front lawn, facing 

the iconic Administration Building 
central to the Christian campus. 
Many had traveled from out of state 
to witness this moment. 

Harding President David Burks 
stepped to the podium as sunlight 
glinted off the metal lettering for 
the newly named “Anthony & 
Wright Building.”

“Today we are recognizing seven 

individuals and their families whose 
groundbreaking efforts began the 
process of ending racial segregation 
at Harding,” Burks said.

It was a recognition that came in 
many forms. 

In front of the building were three 
newly constructed monuments, each 
dedicated to former students who 
contributed to the African American 
history of the university, which is 
associated with Churches of Christ. 

The three-dimensional plaques tell 
the stories of Thelma Fae Smith and 
Curtis Sykes, Harding’s first two 
African American students awarded 
graduate degrees in 1965; Anthony 

and Wright, the first African 
American undergraduate students 
to earn bachelor’s degrees in 1968; 
and J.C. Lewis Brown, Walter 
Cunningham and David Johnson, 
the first three African American stu-
dents who enrolled as undergradu-
ates but never graduated.

Burks and Harding’s board 
of trustees awarded Brown, 
Cunningham and Johnson honorary 
degrees. Johnson and Cunningham 
received posthumous degrees. 

A half-century after Smith earned 
her master’s degree in education, 
the Cannon-Clary College of 
Education honored her by 

renaming the Diversity in Education 
Scholarship after her. 

However, the renaming of the 
Administration Building represented 
the greatest form of recognition. 

It was in this building where 
Anthony and Wright attended daily 
chapel 53 years ago. Now, a new 
exhibit in the lobby marks many 
African American firsts in Harding 
history — from the first staff mem-
ber to the first homecoming queen 
— spanning the 58 years since the 
school’s integration. The outside 
boasts the names of Anthony and 
Wright. 
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FIFTY-EIGHT YEARS after integration, Harding University pays homage to African American alumni. 

Elijah Anthony speaks at the dedication ceremony of the Anthony and Wright Adminstration Building at Harding 
University on Oct. 23. He was one of the first African American students at Harding to earn a bachelor’s degree. 

‘I thank the God of our weary years’
Monuments dedicated to former 
students of Harding University.

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON



“During a time when both the 
nation and the church wrestled with 
a history of slavery, segregation 
and existing racism, walking into 
this building required courage,” 
Burks said. “They demonstrated that 
courage for all of us.”  

‘A MAJOR OVERSIGHT’
Anthony and Wright’s presence 

on campus in the 1960s represented 
the culmination of years of debate 
among Harding students, faculty and 
administration. 

In 1957 Central 
High School in Little 
Rock, about 50 miles 
southwest of Searcy, 
integrated with the aid 
of the National Guard. 
The same year, Harding 
students drafted the 
“Statement of Attitude,” 
a document that stated 
the signatories’ acceptance of 
integration and desire to end racial 
discrimination at Harding. 

The document gained 946 signa-
tures from 854 students and 92 
faculty and staff members, repre-
senting 62 percent of the Harding 
community at the time. Despite this 
statement, the Harding administra-
tion waited six more years to inte-
grate — a decision that many alumni 
scrutinized during the summer of 
2020 when a petition to rename 
the George S. Benson Auditorium 
gathered over 18,000 signatures. It  
characterized the namesake former 
Harding president as “a vocal racist 
and supporter of segregation.”

Bruce McLarty, then president 
of Harding University, declined to 
rename the auditorium, indicating 
that a review of Benson’s writings 
revealed “the complex life and 
thoughts of a man who had human 

flaws, but who kept growing and 
changing his entire life.”

However, McLarty’s statement 
“recognized a major oversight” on the 
campus: a lack of landmarks acknowl-
edging the history and contributions 
of African American alumni.

“That must change,” McLarty said, 
announcing the creation of a task 
force in 2020 to identify “the most 
meaningful and appropriate things that 
Harding can do to memorialize and 
celebrate the history and the presence 
of African Americans at Harding.”

A year later, the Harding 
administration honored 
this statement by monu-
mentally acknowledging 
the history of African 
American students on 
campus — specifically, 
by renaming the 1953 
building after Anthony and 
Wright. 

Wright said it was one of 
the most awesome days in his life. 

As students, the two men never 
anticipated that the university would 
later rename a building in honor of 
their integration, graduation and 
subsequent contributions to the 
Harding community.

“The fact that my time spent at 
Harding gave no indication that I 
would ever be honored in this way 
is a testimony to the growth and 
progress of Harding University,” 
said Anthony, full-time minister for 
the Roosevelt City Church of Christ 
in Birmingham, Ala., since 2000. 
“For that, I applaud the university’s 
administration, faculty, staff and 
students for continuing the conversa-
tion toward racial equality and unity.”

‘I HAVE NOT SEEN THE RIGHTEOUS FORSAKEN’ 
Wright — who spent 50 years of 

his life ministering to congregations 
in Arkansas, New York, Pennsylvania 

and Georgia — cited Psalm 37:23-25. 
“I have been young, and now am 

old; yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken or his children begging for 
bread.”

In the 21st century, Harding has 
been good to Wright, minister emer-
itus for the Camp Creek Church of 
Christ in Atlanta. 

He was the 2007 graduate speaker 
and recipient of an honorary 
doctorate at commencement. He was 
a distinguished alumnus recipient in 
2011. He was a chapel speaker and 
panelist on several occasions. Then 
came the building 
dedication. 

“All I can do is thank 
almighty God for 
his grace and for his 
mercy,” Wright said. 
“During this huge 
chunk of time, actually 
during the entire exis-
tence of my life, as my 
ancestors have often 
said, ‘God has brought 
me from a mighty long way.’”

At the end of his first semester, he 
dropped out of Harding, he said. 

“Dropped out, pushed out, kicked 
out, down and out,” Wright said 
in front of the building named in 
his honor. But he soon returned to 
Harding.

At the ceremony, Burks acknowl-
edged the racism and prejudice 
Black students experienced. 

“When those who are being 
recognized today first walked on 
this campus, they did so at a time 
that was very different from today,” 
Burks said. “Racism and prejudice 
existed within the Harding commu-
nity, and we acknowledge the pain 
that you felt. For this, we are truly 
and deeply sorry.”

In the audience, Phallen Reed 
listened to Anthony and Wright 

speak. Reed is a senior African 
American theater major serving as 
Harding’s Black Student Association 
president. She said she was grateful 
for those who came before her so that 
she faced less racial discrimination. 

“I have it better,” said Reed, whose 
home congregation is the Dallas 
West Church of Christ. “I recog-
nize that I have had some amazing 
people around me — Black, White, 
other — and gratefully, thankfully, 
I haven’t had any major issues on 
campus. There is a degree to which 
I do believe that Harding is doing a 

sufficient enough job 
in creating a sense of 
security for non-White 
students.”

However, there are 
still moments that 
challenge that sense 
of security.

“There still is that 
reminder of where 
you stand,” Reed said, 
“when you get that 

email from Public Safety that some 
students were called racial slurs or 
some students were targeted.”

To Anthony, the acknowledgment 
and building dedication brought 
reality to a dream he had. He recited 
the last stanza of the anthem by 
James Weldon Johnson, “Lift Every 
Voice and Sing,” adding the first 
three words.

“I thank the God of our weary 
years, God of our silent tears, Thou 
who has brought us thus far on the 
way; Thou who has by Thy might led 
us into the light, keep us forever in 
the path, we pray. Lest our feet stray 
from the places, our God, where we 
met Thee, lest, our hearts drunk 
with the wine of the world, we forget 
Thee; shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
may we forever stand. True to our 
God, true to our native land.”

20   DECEMBER 2021 CURRENTS THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE    21

CONTINUED

Howard Wright wipes his tears with a handkerchief before speaking about his 
experience at Harding University as a student and alumnus. 

A man reads a short biography about Howard Wright’s life displayed on a poster in 
the lobby of the Anthony and Wright Administration Building. 

Delois Sykes, the widow of Curtis Sykes, poses for a photo with the plaque 
honoring her deceased husband and Thelma Fae Smith. 

Howard Wright, right, talks to David Smith, left, after the building dedication 
ceremony on the front lawn at Harding University. 

Elijah Anthony, right, hugs his son, Derek, after giving a speech in front of the 
newly named Anthony and Wright Administration Building. 

Family members of Howard Wright and Elijah Anthony pose with posters inside the 
Anthony and Wright Administration Building lobby. 

‘They demonstrated 
that courage for all 

of us.’
David Burks, speaking of 
Anthony and Wright at the 

building dedication ceremony.

PHOTOS BY AUDREY JACKSON 

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY HARDING UNIVERSITY

Elijah Anthony, left, and 
Howard Wright in 1968.
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 in critical timesCourageous Preaching
Harding University Preachers Conference | Feb. 15, 2022

The presenter, Dr. Phil Thompson, is a preaching and ministry 
professor at Harding University.

McInteer 150 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. or stream live!

Breakfast, lunch and resources will be provided. This event will be livestreamed for those who wish to 
participate from home. A link will be sent following registration.

Cost $25
Register at harding.edu/preaching
Registration deadline is Tuesday, Feb. 8, 2022.



BY CALVIN COCKRELL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Once a week, Lance Hawley gets on 
Zoom to read Bible stories, but he’s 
not reading to children — or even in 
English.

Instead, the Old Testament professor at 
Harding School of Theology in Memphis, 
Tenn., is reading biblical Hebrew and 
translating in real time for those who have 
an interest in learning or brushing up on the 
original language of the Old Testament.

It’s a low-stakes — and free — chance 
to experience the ancient 
language with no obligation 
but plenty of opportunity to 
participate and ask questions. 
And keeping things casual, 
the professor “puts on a 
sweater, like Mr. Rogers, since 
it is a story time,” fellow HST 
professor Steve Cloer said.

Hawley began this Hebrew 
Story Hour in early October with stories of 
Abraham from Genesis 12, initially inviting 
HST alumni but welcoming anyone with any 
— or no — level of Hebrew experience who 
wanted to join in.

He wrote on Facebook, “Looking for a 
reentry point to the Hebrew Bible, come 
and hear biblical Hebrew stories read and 
translated. Did you ever attend the library 
as a child for story hour or have someone 
read to you as you were learning to read? If 
so, you have the idea of what Hebrew Story 
Hour is all about.”

Hebrew Story Hour meets at 9 a.m. every 
Wednesday. As of Oct. 27, Hawley had read 
through Genesis 17.

BY CALVIN COCKRELL | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ipscomb University in 
Nashville, Tenn., is launching 
a new accelerated master’s 

program in pastoral studies 
thanks to a grant from the Kern 
Family Foundation.

The university, 
which is 
associated with 
Churches of 
Christ, made the 
announcement 
recently.

The Wisconsin-
based foundation 
awarded $1.07 
million to Lipscomb’s College 
of Bible and Ministry for its 4+1 
Pastoral Leadership Program, 
which will allow students to 
earn both a bachelor’s degree 
in pastoral leadership and a 
master’s degree in pastoral 
studies in five years. In the 
fourth year, participants in 
the program will complete 
requirements for both degrees 

simultaneously, making the 
reduced timeline possible.

The college will enroll the 
first group of students to the 
program next fall and hopes 
to fill the 32 spots that will be 
available. Over the course of 
the following five years, those 
students will take courses in 
theology and spiritual formation 
along with conflict management, 
community engagement, 
entrepreneurship and business 
as mission. They’ll also take 
trips to Italy and Israel and 
participate in local church 
internships.

Leonard Allen, dean of the 
Bible college, said in a press 
release that the program will 
help prepare young people to be 
the future leaders of the church 
in a time when important roles 
are being left unfilled.

“Our culture has shifted 
significantly over the last 
decade,” he said. “Fewer young 
people are pursuing careers in 
ministry, and at the same time, 

churches are increasingly ill 
equipped to help young people 
discern their Christian vocation. 
It will take a deliberate effort to 
reverse this decline.”

Similarly, the college’s 
assistant dean, Steve Bonner, 
said the program is part of a 

larger strategy 
undertaken by the 
undergraduate 
Bible department 
he chairs to adapt 
to the current 
needs of students 
and the church.

“This new 
program responds 

to the changing cultural 
landscape and the changes 
occurring within churches 
(and) will deliver an affordable 
and rigorous education that 
graduates Christian leaders 
who are well-formed, resilient 
and biblically grounded so they 
may integrate faith, work and 
economic wisdom for the good 
of a community,” Bonner said.

A focus on pastoral leadership

PHOTO PROVIDED BY STEVE CLOER

Lance Hawley reads from a Hebrew Old Testament.

Hawley
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Leonard Allen, dean of Lipscomb’s College of Bible and Ministry, announces the new program on Oct. 28.

Harding professor 
reads Bible stories 
online — in Hebrew

Allen Bonner

$1 MILLION GRANT will allow students to earn undergraduate and graduate 
degrees through an accelerated master’s program at Lipscomb University.
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Dana Lawson, MBA, HR/QI Director 
PO Box 10, Spring Hill, Tennessee 37174 

(931) 486-2274, ext. 225 
dlawson@tennesseechildrenshome.org

Night Staff:  10:00 PM-6:00 AM, days will vary Sunday-Saturday, full-time or 
  part-time.  Duties are to supervise residents during sleep hours.
Teacher Assistant: 8:00 AM-2:30 PM, Monday-Friday.  Responsible for assisting 
  the classroom teacher in general supervision and management of students.  
  This is a salaried position.
Teachers:  8:00 AM-2:30 PM. Must be licensed in the State of Tennessee and have 
  experience working with at-risk youth.  School is in session through the summer.  
  This is a salaried position.
Residential Counselor (couples). Responsible for day-to-day care, guidance, and 
  training of adolescent males ages 12-18.  This is a salaried position.  You will work 
  two weeks on and have one week off.

Salaried positions are eligible for benefits including pension, 
medical/vision/dental, and life insurance.

Come work with Christians who are on a mission to show Jesus!

Houseparents

The Albuquerque Christian Children’s Home is a ministry that is pas-
sionately dedicated to fostering at-risk children. 
We are looking for a faithful married couple who love children, 
model their faith, and want to serve full time in our ministry as 
Houseparents.     
Benefits include: housing, utilities, vacation, medical, and short and 
long-term disability. Salaried position. And, a house full of God’s 
children to love.
Interested couples will send their cover letter of interest and resume(s) to:

Everett White, Executive Director
Email:  sroberson@acch4kids.org

Job description available upon request.
Look us up on our website: Acch4kids.org

C H I L D R E N ’ S  H O M E
mountain states

Worship in a thriving, dynamic local 
church of Christ congregation

Minister of 
Annual Giving Assistant

  • Faithful member of the Church of 
     Christ.
  • Travel up to 8 days at a time out of 
     state on a regular basis. 
  • Physical ability to lift bins of 
     50-100 lbs.

For information or job description, contact: 

Byron Henbest, (270) 843-3038 or 
Byron@potterministries.org

Potter Children’s Home
Bowling Green, Ky.

Lakeview Christian Home
is a long-term care facility

with assisted living.
We are looking for a
compassionate and

knowledgeable administrator. 
Must have a valid Administrator 

license, long-term care
preferable.

Send cover letter
and resume to:

Administrator

Located in Carlsbad, New Mexico.

humanresources@
lakeviewchristian.com



BY KEN BECK | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. 

Blessed are the hands of Mike 
Gann, who has a heart for 
the elderly and ministers to 
multitudes with his heavenly 

carrot cakes. 
 This year, he’s on track to bake 

200 cakes, which he gifts to a wide 
variety of people ranging from 
friends on their birthdays to families 
mourning the death of a loved one 
to charities for fundraising events.

 “Right now I’m at 160, so I probably 
will make it to at least 200,” said Gann, 
who estimated he has dished out 
more than 2,000 carrot cakes in the 
past 16 years — including 192 in 2020 
and 260 in 2019. His cakes have won 
blue and red ribbons over the years at 
a county fair and nabbed best of show 
in the dessert category in 2019.

 Born and raised in Lebanon, Tenn., 
Gann was 10 when his father died. 
During his formative years, his family 
was blessed by the College Street 
Church of Christ bus ministry, which 
brought him, his mother and three 
siblings to services. He considers 
many of the older members of the 
church to be second parents.

 Gann graduated from Lebanon 
High School in 1986 and went on 
to earn a degree in social work at 
Middle Tennessee State University, 
where he found Sheila, now his wife 
of 25 years. She said they first met in 
1988 but didn’t date until years later.

 “We were friends at first,” she 
said. “He even asked me for advice 
on dating other people, and I helped 
him out but hoped that I was a 
better choice.”

 Now Mike, 53, lives with his 
wife in Alexandria, Tenn. They are 
members of the Gassaway Church 
of Christ, where they worship two or 
three Sundays a month. The other 
two Sundays, he preaches for the 
Sugar Tree Knob congregation near 
Woodbury, Tenn.

 The carrot cake recipe originated 
with Sheila’s grandmother and was 
passed on to Sheila’s mother, who 

tweaked it a bit. Mike got the recipe 
from his sister-in-law and tweaked it 
a bit more. 

 “The first carrot cake I made 
was Jan. 27, 2005, for my wife,” 
Mike recalled. “Her mother died on 
Christmas Day 2004. She used to 
make Sheila a carrot birthday cake 
every year. I knew that Sheila wasn’t 
going to be able to have her carrot 
cake again from her mama, so I 
got the recipe and started making 
Sheila’s birthday cake. I’ve done 
that ever since 2005.”

 Sheila, now principal of a 
McMinnville, Tenn., public school 
after teaching there for years, 
remembers being awestruck when 
Mike presented her that first cake.

“I was at school, and it was my 
first birthday without my mom,” she 
said. “I didn’t expect a carrot cake 
at all. He got my fellow seventh- and 
eighth-grade teachers in on it, and 
there at lunch was a carrot cake. I 
thought, ‘Why does it look so much 
like my mom’s?’ And he popped out 
from behind the drink machines 
and surprised me. I was thrilled and 

shocked at the same time.”
Sheila added that she has helped 

him a little with making the cakes, 
but he does most of the work.

“The first time he made my cake, 
he did not know the difference 
between self-rising and all-purpose 
flour,” Sheila said. “He used the self-
rising along with the baking soda and 
the baking powder, and it didn’t work 
out, so a lady in the cafeteria at Stones 
River Manor helped him figure out 
how to make it.”

 Stones River is the Murfreesboro 
nonprofit Christian home for seniors 
— founded by Churches of Christ 
in 1977 — where Mike has worked 
for 28 years, the past 24 as family 
services director. A number of his 
cakes have gone to residents or 
their families, particularly on birth-
days or when someone passes away.

 About his heart for seniors, Mike 
said, “I didn’t get to know my grand-
parents when I was very young. 
I just have compassion for older 
people, and I have preached many a 
funeral and been a pallbearer for our 
residents at Stones River Manor.” 

 Stones River Manor CEO Kirk 
Mason noted Mike’s importance to 
the senior home: “The residents love 
him. Their families love him. He takes 
very good care of them. I’ve heard 
Mike described as being the face of 
the manor before, but he’s not the 
face — he’s the heart of the manor.”

 But those seniors aren’t the only 
ones who get Mike’s cakes. Carol 
Locke, who served the College Hills 
Church of Christ (formerly College 
Street) in Lebanon as children’s 
education coordinator for nearly 40 
years, has known Mike since he was 
a boy and has been a recipient of his 
cakes on quite a few occasions.

 “This year Mike brought one 
when I had my knee surgery and 
then another one on my birthday, 
and that’s not unusual,” Locke said. 

Gary Hancock, one of the leaders 
of the Gassaway church, has also 
had his share. “They’re delicious to 
perfection,” Hancock said. 

And he said Mike is very involved 
with the Gassaway church, despite 
preaching part-time for Sugar Tree 
Knob. “Mike is a people person 
and caring and always wants to 
participate. He is one of the first 
to suggest that we need to have 
a fellowship meal or a birthday ... 
get-together every few months. He 
also cleans the inside of the church 
building once a week and helps 
prepare the Lord’s Supper.”

 Indeed, Mike’s gentle spirit and 
kindheartedness go beyond carrot 
cakes. For the past 22 years, he has 
been on the planning committee 
for Rutherford County’s Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s. He has also been 
its top fundraiser — some of that 
through his cakes.

Mike did make a carrot cake for 
himself once, for his 50th birthday.

 “I had a celebration for turning 50 
because a lot of my family members 
died before reaching 50,” recalled 
Middle Tennessee’s carrot cake 
crackerjack. “I made two cakes. The 
funny thing is, I was visiting with 
so many guests that it was all gone 
before I could get a piece.”
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Sweet! 2,000 carrot cakes and counting
TENNESSEE CHURCH MEMBER  Mike Gann loves to bake and serve the multitudes.

KEN BECK

Mike Gann cuts another piece of his famous carrot cake at Stones River Manor. 
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 Anniversaries 

The Alexandria Church of Christ 
has just celebrated their 75th 
anniversary. Congratulations! The 
Alexandria saints worship at 111 E 
Braddock Rd., Alexandria, VA 22301. 
See www.alexandriacoc.org.

Douglas and Barbara 
Donald, 50 years

Douglas and Barbara Donald cele-
brated 50 years of marriage Oct. 29, 
2021. They were married in Detroit. 
Since 1993 they have worshipped 
with the 
Vinewood 
Church of 
Christ, which 
has a corner-
stone of 
1885, making 
Vinewood 
the oldest in 
Detroit. Barb is 
a retired AT&T 
small business 
consultant and 
is now a full-
time wife, mother and grandmother. 
Barb has been a dedicated servant 
to the church in many areas and 
still handles the church’s weekly 
newsletter. Doug is a retired account 
executive from AT&T. Both have 
been blessed with good health, 
are loved by their family, and are 
blessed with many dear friends.

Memorials 

Tom Bedichek
1941-2021

Tom Bedichek was a faithful 
evangelist for our Lord. Tom served 
churches in Guymon, Okla., and 
Liberal, Kan., 
before moving on 
to Wichita, Kan. He 
spent his last years 
serving churches 
near the Fort Worth, 
Texas, area. 

Tom was a 
graduate of Abilene 
Christian University in the 1960s. 
Brother Bedichek leaves behind a 
loving wife, Jan, and faithful children.

Mike James
1946-2021

Dr. Mike James, 75, of Searcy, 
Ark., died Saturday, Oct. 9, 2021. 
Mike was born Sept. 24, 1946, in his 
hometown of Kennett, Mo. Mike was 
a retired Distinguished Professor 
of Communication at Harding 
University and an elder at the College 
Church of Christ in Searcy.

Mike graduated from Harding in 
1973. He received 
his Ph.D.
from Florida 
State University 
in 1992. 

He was a 
professor at 
Harding for 47 
years and served 
as campus 
photographer, 
chairman of the 
Department of Communication, dean 
of the College of Communication and 
dean of the Honors College. From 
August 2010 through December 
2015, Mike and his wife, Beth, were 
resident directors at the Harding 
University Greece program, where 
they helped establish a new church 
facility in Elleniko. In 2007, Mike held 
the title of Distinguished Professor of 

Communication at Harding University.
Mike leaves behind a strong 

legacy in higher education and a life 
spent in service to God and others. 
Memorials may be made to the Mike 
and Beth James Scholarship Fund 
at Harding University, Box 12238, 
Searcy, AR 72149.

Robert Windle Kee
1930-2021

Robert Windle Kee, 91, passed away 
Oct. 16, 2021, in Wichita Falls, Texas.

A private memorial service will be 
held at a later 
date.

Windle was 
born July 
1, 1930, in 
Burkburnett, 
Texas, to 
Elmer Henry 
and Bonnie 
(Gayler) Kee. 
He attended 
Harding 
College in 
Searcy, Ark., 
where he received a master’s in 
Bible. At Harding he met the love of 
his life, Barbara McFarland, whom 
he married on June 6, 1953.

The couple began planting 
churches in the northeast U.S., 
including Levittown, Pa., Salisbury, 
Md., and Collinsville, Ill. They then 
spent 20 years as missionaries in 
Cameroon, West Africa. They later 
worked in Belize, Central America. 
The couple also lived in Onalaska, 
Texas, until they retired to Wichita 
Falls. He began preaching for the 
church of Christ in Holliday, Texas, 
in 2007 and preached there until the 
month before he died. Windle has 
preached in 17 states, four continents 
and many cities around the world. He 
and his wife Barbara were a force for 
good in this world!

Windle was very active up until 
the last few weeks of his life, driving 
himself, walking in Lucy Park and 
even mowing his own grass.

He was preceded in death by his 

wife of 67 years, his parents and 
eight of his siblings.

Windle is survived by his sons, Carl 
Kee and wife Pat of Lubbock, Texas, 
and Windle Paul Kee and wife Janet of 
Cameroon, West Africa; his daughter 
Alicejoy Taylor and Joe of Wichita 
Falls; sisters Jeanette Schoof and 
husband Russell of Yukon, Okla., and 
Marie Kee of Edmond, Okla.; grand-
children Dwight Kee, Malena Brown, 
David Taylor, Ryan Kee and Nathan 
Taylor; great-grandchildren Jordan 
Kee, Alaina Kee, Declan Taylor, Tyler 
Kee, Isaac Taylor and Joel Taylor; as 
well as numerous family and friends.

In the 1960s Windle helped start 
Camp Ne-O-Tez in DeSoto, Mo., 
where for many years he influenced 
many young people in their Christian 
life. If you would like to make a memo-
rial donation in his name, please send 
it to Camp Ne-O-Tez, 3761 Three Oaks 
Drive, Bridgeton, MO 63044 or donate 
online at www.neotez.org/donate/.    

T. Gayle Napier
1933-2021

Gayle Napier passed away on 
Oct. 17, 2021, in Houston at age 87. 
Gayle is preceded in death by his 
parents and three siblings. 

Gayle is 
survived by 
Grace Black 
Napier, his 
loving wife 
of 68 years, 
four daugh-
ters (Celeste 
Napier, Ginger 
Napier-Runnels, 
Marsha Burney, 
and Genevieve 
Napier), two granddaughters (Taylor 
Napier-Earle and Mallory Burney) 
and five siblings (Sam Napier, Celeste 
Ross, Beverly Van Dusen, Nellda 
Porterfield and Judy Campbell). 

The Napiers’ rich, joyful, 68-year 
marriage nurtured their family and 
honored God.

Gayle grew up in a coal-mining 
Continued on Page 27
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HIRED:  Mark Adams 
as the preaching 
minister for the 
Tusculum Church of 
Christ in Nashville, Tenn. 
Robert Hatfield as the 
pulpit minister for the 
Henderson Church of 
Christ in Henderson, 
Tenn.  

APPOINTED: Mark 
Thiesen and Ron 
Pottberg to the Board 
of Directors for the 
Malawi project, which 
helps the nation with 
the advancement 
of the church, 
education, famine 
relief, community 
development and more. 

AWARDED: Matthew 
French, an elder 
and preacher for 
the Traverse City 
Church of Christ in 
Michigan, competed 
in a Toastmasters 
International 
competition and 
finished in the final 
four. The competition  
focused on public 
speaking and debate 
skills. 

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK.COM/RNHICKMAN

The Leaves and Lattes 5K hosted by 
the Willow Brook Christian Com-
munities in Columbus, Ohio, raised 
$5,000 for the Ministers Fund, which 
provides financial assistance to min-
isters in Churches of Christ who are 
in need of the nonprofit’s services. 
The Willow Brook nonprofit, associ-
ated with Churches of Christ, oper-
ates three retirement communities 
in central Ohio.

French

Hatfield

Thiesen

Pottberg
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family. He earned a Ph.D. and 
served York College, Lubbock 
Christian University, and David 
Lipscomb University. Gayle estab-
lished counseling centers, mentored 
Christian therapists, and directed 
family life workshops. He retired to 
Houston to be near his daughters.   

Gayle loved to restore houses. His 
home was a haven for hundreds of 
students. He nurtured lifelong friend-
ships. He was especially grateful for 
the loving care of Grace and their 
four girls in his final five years.

Gayle Napier was a national trea-
sure for believers. 

Gayle’s life will be celebrated on 
Nov. 27 at 2 p.m. at West University 
Church of Christ, 3407 Bissonnet, 
Houston, Texas. Donations may be 
sent to York College, 1125 E 8th 
Street, York, NE 68467 or york.edu.

Tributes 

Ruth E. Moneke
1943-2021

Ruth E. Moneke was born in 
McAllen, Texas, located at the 
southern tip of the state in the Rio 
Grande Valley. 
Ruth would 
often say, “If my 
parents would 
have backed 
up just five 
miles, I would 
be Mexican!”  
Her love for 
the Spanish 
language 
supplemented 
this fact. McAllen is one of six 
international areas along the 
Mexico-U.S. border.

Ruth was baptized into Christ 
at the age of 16 and made that 
commitment the highest priority 
in her life. Early on, she loved the 
annual Southwestern Christian 
College youth conferences. She 
was one of three Blacks to inte-
grate Oklahoma Christian College, 
where she met her husband, a 
minister, Mico Folkes. Ruth was a 
staunch fighter for civil rights and 
believed in using one’s voice to 
promote change.

Ruth survived abuse and a girls’ 
home at a young age. In that girls’ 

home, she learned to play piano by 
ear, prolifically. She later became 
a teacher and mentor to young 
people everywhere and chronicled 
some of her journey in her book, 
“Turning Scars into Stars.” 

She was a Spanish teacher and 
held a Bachelor of Arts in sociology 
from her beloved Spelman College 
and a Master of Science in early 
childhood education from Walden. 
Ruth helped so many young mothers 
and children throughout her life, inti-
mately relating to their struggle and 
judgment by others in their journey 
to provide for their children.

One of her favorite passions, 
besides the piano and teaching, 
was traveling. Road trips with her 
daughter, Petey (Latreecia), were 
one of her biggest joys. Always the 
one to drive, she insisted because 
she said, “I’d rather drive than 
eat,” and would remind you that, 
after all, her father was a truck 
driver. Ruth and Petey would hit 
the road for work or pleasure 
quite often, singing songs along 
the way, lending their voices while 
educating themselves at political, 
medical, and social events. Petey 
describes her as an awesome Mom 
and her best friend.

One of 
Ruth’s 
favorite 
Bible verses 
was, “Trust 
in the Lord 
with all your 
heart; lean 
not on your 
own under-
standing; 
in all ways 

acknowledge Him and He shall direct 
thy path.” Her plea for all family 
and friends (distant or near) was to 
obey the gospel of Christ: Hear the 
Good News (Romans 10:13), Believe 
(Romans 10:17), Confess (Romans 
10:9), Repent (Acts 3:19), be Baptized 
(Acts 2:38), and Walk in the newness 
of life, “having put off the old man” 
(Galatians 3:27, Romans 6:3-4). 

Ruth is currently being enter-
tained by angels, as she was faithful 
until death. Her smile, openness, 
warmth, wisdom, and laughter are 
wholly missed.

Daughter of Claudia and Johnny, 
she is preceded in death by her 
mother, Claudia and her beloved 

daughter-in-law, Yolanda Folkes. She 
is survived by devoted daughter, 
Latreecia (Petey) Folkes, “adopted” 
daughters Dioran, Shamarra, 
Latosha, Lasondra, Kimberly, and 
Veronica, best friends Barbara 
Gay, Mimi, Pat, Joiner, Jackie, 
and Willa, brothers and sisters in 
Christ, stepson Mico Folkes, and 
grandchildren.

A Tribute to Marilyn 
McKinley Riley

(Feb. 10, 1932 – Oct. 20, 2021)
By Tom Riley

While contemplating my mother, 
these three questions emerged: 
how has God astonished me? How 
has the Holy Spirit blown me away? 
How has Jesus loved me?

Oh, how marvelous and myste-
rious this thing: love. I prayed for 
my beautiful wife, Anne, long before 
I met her. I prayed for our children 
before they were born. I prayed 
for our grandchildren before their 
parents were born. I don’t deserve 
even one of these blessings. But, 
here’s what blows me away. With 
Momma, I was just born! That’s all I 
did. What a gift from God. Was she 
perfect? No. Redeemed? Absolutely 
— and filled with the Holy Spirit.

Born to Joe and Bessie McKinley 
of Borden, Ind., she knew what 
it was to hit the parental jackpot. 
This valedictorian at Kentucky 
Bible College met the love of her 
life on that Louisville campus, and 
Marilyn and Barclay Riley spent 
61 years together in love, life, and 
ministry. Missionaries to Japan, they 
returned to pursue more education 
at Lipscomb and Vanderbilt. While 
gifted at ministry to local churches, 
they spent the bulk of their lives 
caring for the children of Tennessee 
Children’s Home and Potter 
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Children’s Home. Tens of hundreds 
of children felt the love that came 
from their lives. It seemed all were 
wrapped into their lives and became a 
part of our family. 

Momma played the piano. Her 
favorite genre? Boogie Woogie! We 
had a family tradition. It would start 
with us cheering for her to play 
something. She’d hesitate — only 
slightly. We’d pack into the living 
room, and as she started playing 
and singing “I LOVE MY MUSIC, 
I LOVE MY SONG,” I would grab 
a flashlight, lower the lights, stand 
behind her, and shine the light on 
her back — casting her shadow 
on the wall in front of her. Moving 
the light back and forth, round and 
round, she was dancing on the wall! 
When the Bible speaks of “Rejoice 
in the Lord always, and again I say, 
rejoice!” It’s not hard for me to see 
our mother doing that. 

Even COVID-19 didn’t dampen her 
spirits. Yes, she would wear a mask 
and social distance if necessary. But 
her children had never noticed she 
was such a kisser. In fact, it seemed 
her new favorite scripture was 2 
Corinthians 13:12, “Greet one another 
with a holy kiss!” One day we were 
out driving around and just south of 
Adairville, Momma wanted to stop 
at a farm and buy some mums, and 
she thought of everyone. The car 
was packed with flowers! But the 
thing I remember most about it is 
that she made such fast friends that 
by the time we left she just had to 
give them all a big kiss. A holy kiss, 
mind you, but in the middle of a 
pandemic?

For the last five years, she became 

something of a regular at 3 or 4 of 
the finest hospitals in the region 
and one exceptional assisted living 
facility. At Harmony in Brentwood 
she made friends as she shared 
her faith. When I preached in the 
church service there, she invited 
everyone, and her new friends filled 
the chapel. In fact, everywhere 
she went (even feeling terrible) 
she would make friends—friends 
with doctors, nurses, and staff. All 
became her friends. And when I 
wasn’t looking, I bet she kissed 75% 
of them!

Now, back to my original ques-
tions. How has God astonished me? 
How has the Holy Spirit blown me 
away? How has Jesus loved me?

When I have the opportunity to 
do ice breakers for small groups 
or house churches, I like to have 
them think back and share. Think 
back to when you were 7 years old. 
Where were you? How was your 
home heated? And who provided 
the warmth for your family? For me, 
I was at Potter Children’s Home in 
Bowling Green, Ky. We lived in the 
big white house across the street 
from the main campus. The heat 
sources for our house were floor 
radiators that would creak and pop 
in the night. And the warmth of our 
family … was Momma.

WITH APPRECIATION: The 
Christian Chronicle appreciates 
generous gifts received in 
memory of Melda Lou Dimick 
and Mary Washam. 

To honor your loved ones with 
a memorial gift, call (405) 
425-5070.
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Watters Road Church of Christ is searching for a Youth Minister. 
Our current youth minister is moving to a new role on our staff. 

We are a Bible-loving congregation of 250 members and are prayerfully searching for a married 
man, preferably with children, to inspire, challenge, and strengthen our young. We have a diverse 
youth group and active parents who provide support and assistance. Please submit a resume 
and other supporting information to:

Youth Minister Search

Watters Road Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
3616 Watters Rd, Pasadena, Texas 77504

office@wrcofc.org

The Church of Christ in Champions is hiring a full-time youth minister who will provide a
balanced ministry working with our youth, preaching, teaching, and assisting the elders in imple-
menting our vision of the church as we grow to full potential in membership and spiritual growth.
An ideal candidate would be pursuing a deep, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ • Be an 
effective communicator and an engaging teacher • If married, have a spouse who is supportive
of the church and your ministry • Have previous experience related to youth ministry • Have 
strong organizational and planning skills • Be self-aware, emotionally mature, and fun loving 
• Have the ability to effectively utilize technology and social media in the ministry.

Youth Minister - Houston, Texas

Those who are interested in applying should email resume to:
youthministersearch@championschurch.org

Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services is seeking to fill the opening of EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR of the agency. Those wanting to be considered for the position should 
have the desire to help at-risk youth reach their full potential, strong administrative 
skills, excellent people and networking skills, and the ability to represent the agency 
in public and church settings.
Duties will entail overseeing the agency, which includes in-residence homes for at-risk 
youth, resident counseling services, and an on-site accredited Jr/Sr High School. The 
Executive Director will also be the “public face” of the agency. They will represent the 
agency in public and will actively cultivate support for the agency and its programs.
Though not a requirement, a license in Clinical Social Work or other Clinical Coun-
seling license or Master’s-level Degrees that can become licensed would be highly 
desirable.
Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services, located in Valparaiso, Ind., is a dynamic 
treatment program for at-risk youth and their families. At Shults-Lewis, we believe that 
families shouldn’t have to struggle alone, and our residential environment, staffed by 
Christian houseparents and counselors, offers counseling, love, acceptance and, most 
of all, hope to teens and their families.
Salary will be commensurate with education, experience, licensure, etc.
You may read more about Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services on our website at:

http://www.shultslewis.org
You may submit your resume or curriculum vitae on-line at board@shultslewis.org.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

   The Naperville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Lead Minister. 
The applicant should have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in theology, divinity, Christian learning or re-
lated field, and ideally have five or more years serving as a pulpit minister. He will serve under the support 
of our six elders and alongside our Youth Minister and office staff. Responsibilities include weekly sermons, 
co-leading worship services, and working with the elders and ministry leaders to help meet the spiritual 
needs of the congregation. The Naperville Church of Christ is located in Naperville, IL, approximately 30 
miles west of downtown Chicago. The area offers a diverse, dynamic community, highly ranked school 
system and family offerings. Our congregation is culturally diverse with members residing throughout the 
western suburbs. Average weekly attendance is approximately 200.

   For more information about us and this position, visit napervillechurch.org/ministersearch. 
   All resumes, curriculum vitaes, cover letters and inquiries should be submitted to:

 ministersearch@napervillechurch.org.

Full-time Lead Minister - Naperville, Illinois

Dimick



“In everything give thanks; for this 
is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 
you.” — 1 Thessalonians 5:18, 
New King James Version

What an eventful and 
unpredictable year! 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
is still ravaging our world. 

The death toll has topped 5 million 
worldwide — 750,000 in the U.S.

In America and abroad, people are 
suffering from so much: grief from 
losing loved ones, illness, financial 
instability and the effects of natural 
disasters. Parents, teachers and 
children are exhausted 
from constantly adapting 
to the “new normal” 
of wearing masks and 
social distancing. Political 
divisions and societal 
unrest prevail as we 
confront our own individual 
challenges and disappointments.

With so much happening around 
us, it can be difficult to focus on 
our blessings. Is there anything for 
which Christians can be grateful in 
2021? Absolutely!

First, we need to thank God for 

life itself. As the apostle Paul says 
in Acts 17:28, “In Him we live and 
move and have our being.” 

We’ve lost brothers and sisters 
in Christ whom we’ve loved, cher-
ished and depended upon. They 
left this earth and are now cloaked 
in immortality and incorruptibility. 
For those of us who remain, every 
day the Lord wakes us up is a new 
opportunity to get it right. It’s a 
chance to get our spiritual house in 
order so that our lives will be well-
pleasing to our Maker and heaven 
will be our eternal home. 

Whether you are in the best shape 
of your life or living with 
health challenges, you are 
alive. You are blessed. Be 
thankful.

 We should be thankful 
for the essentials of life 
and the people who 
help provide them. This 

pandemic has made us all pause and 
take stock of our priorities. We are 
evaluating every aspect of our lives, 
reassessing what is truly essential 
and what is not. Our basic necessi-
ties — food, clothing and shelter — 
should never be taken for granted, 

nor should the means by which we 
acquire them.

 Doctors, nurses and other health-
care workers have taught us the 
true meaning of “sacrifice.” They 
have worked long, arduous hours 
taking care of the sickest patients in 
hospitals, nursing homes and other 
facilities. These professionals have 
left their own families, often traveling 
to other states where hospitals are 
short-staffed.

 We should be thankful for 
scientists and researchers who 
worked hard to develop vaccines 
and the people responsible for their 
rollout and distribution. Educators 
who instruct our children in ever-
changing environments deserve our 
thanks and our utmost respect. And 
the men and women in the military, 
bravely serving and protecting the 
peace, deserve our sincere thanks.  

 And we should be thankful for 
members of our church. Ministers, 
elders and deacons have served 
tirelessly and faithfully throughout 
this pandemic. They have wrestled 
with difficult decisions and worked 
to ensure that worship, Bible classes 
and day-to-day operations are 

conducted and carried out safely in 
person and virtually. 

Women within the body of Christ 
have found unique and creative 
ways to teach our children and host 
virtual ladies’ retreats and webinars, 
while participating in various 
ministries that help us maintain the 
bonds of sisterhood. 

 As this year closes, let us 
remember that God expects us to 
count our blessings continually, 
not just during the holiday season. 
The pandemic has opened our 
eyes to see that the little things in 
life we sometimes take for granted 
can be big things that truly matter: 
the ability to assemble peacefully, 
maintaining bonds and connections 
with family and friends, sitting 
around the table and sharing a meal 
with loved ones.

 Even through 2021, we have 
plenty for which to be thankful. 
And when we reach the other side 
of this pandemic, may we maintain 
an attitude of gratitude as we keep 
our minds fixed on the goodness of 
the Lord. He is always worthy to be 
praised! — Trindi G. Mitchell, for 
the Editorial Board

JOIN US ONLINE: The Christian Chronicle’s Editorial Board invites you to join us 
for a live online event at 3 p.m. Central/4 p.m. Eastern on Wednesday, Dec. 1. 
We’ll talk about the latest Christian news and future editorial plans. View the 
discussion and ask questions at facebook.com/christianchronicle.org.
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‘God expects 
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FULL CALENDAR: christianchronicle.org

Advertise with us!
Upcoming deadlines are:

Dec. 3 and Jan. 14
Contact:

tonya@christianchronicle.org

Sept. 1-Dec. 31     Give God’s Word 
- Million Dollar Sunday Campaign. 
Eastern European Mission. See eem.org. 
Dec. 3     Annual Benefit Dinner with 
Jeff Foxworthy. Freed-Hardeman 
University. Henderson, Tenn. See fhu.
edu/benefitdinner. Email Dave Clouse for 
information at dclouse@fhu.edu.
Jan. 14-15, 2022     40th Annual IHCF 
Medical Missions Seminar. LIFE: Its 
Meaning and Our Calling. Prestoncrest 
Church of Christ, Dallas, Texas. 
See ihcf.net/seminar.
Jan. 19-22     SIBI Vision Workshop. 
Preach The Word to Everyone. Sunset 
Church of Christ, Lubbock, Texas. See 
workshop.sunset.bible.

C A L E N D A R

The Melrose Church of Christ is seeking an 
experienced full-time preacher to minister to 
our small congregation of about 35 members. 
Under the guidance of our elders, the preacher 
will be responsible for preaching and teaching 
the Word of God. The applicant should pos-
sess sound biblical knowledge, several years 
of preaching and teaching experience, and 
the willingness and desire to help grow the 
congregation. Interested candidates should 
contact elder: Leroy Smith

ljlasmith@sbcglobal.net

FULL-TIME PREACHER – Vista, California
Palo Verde Church of Christ is looking for an 
experienced member of the Lord’s body who
is able to preach sound doctrine, to hold classes 
to help spiritually feed the flock, and who has the 
desire to reach a community in need of God’s 
Word. Small congregation with a parsonage 
available. Would like to have someone semi-
retired. 

Minister - Lake Havasu City, Ariz.

Dennis Grosser
(928) 486-7370, ddgrosser@gmail.com

www.lakehavasucitycoc.com
Willing to fill in?

Great vacation spot with furnished 
home available. Ask for details!

Some duties and Responsibilities: • Preach 
1-2 times per month • Teach Bible class for 
either adult or youth for 9 months of calendar 
year • Evangelize • Lead weekly Life Group 
discussion • Work with the young adults and 
youth. Compensation: $1500/month (will 
reimburse up to $7000 in allowable relocation 
expenses) This is strictly a part-time position.
The candidate will need to find other gainful 
employment in Spokane. Visit our website at: 
westsidecofc.org. Send resumes and refer-
ences to: 

Part-time Evangelist - Airway Heights, Wash. 

psnewbill@yahoo.com or 
Westside Church of Christ

PO Box 1243, Airway Heights, WA 99001

   
The Kanawha City Church strives to be a Christ-minded and Bible-centered church because we desire to know Him
and to make Him known. MINISTER JOB DESCRIPTION: The primary job of the Minister of the Kanawha City 
Church of Christ is to support the mission of the Church in such a way that members of the Church increase in 
knowledge, grow spiritually, serve joyfully, and attend faithfully, which ultimately brings others to Christ. DUTIES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES: The Minister of the Kanawha City Church of Christ, under the direction of the Elders, will carry 
out the following responsibilities: • Preaching • Teaching Bible classes • Visiting the sick, grieving, and those that 
are shut in • Providing content for weekly bulletin • Promoting involvement in the worship service, Bible classes, and 
small groups • Supporting fellowship opportunities (retreats, gatherings, outings, etc.) • Counseling individuals, or 
referring them to appropriate agencies for help • Facilitating topical studies pertinent to the needs of the congregation 
• Working with the elders and other church leadership to grow church membership • Assisting the elders in scheduling 
and coordinating the work of personnel (secretary, custodians, and contracted workers) • Technology and/or media 
skills a plus. Any individual interested in being considered for this position should send a resume and cover letter to 
office@kccofc.org, ATTN: Minister Search Committee. For more information about our church family, please see 
kccofc.org or call (304) 925-7435. 

Full-time Minister - Charleston, West Virginia - Respond by December 10, 2021.

The church of Christ in Howell, Michigan, 
is looking for a pulpit minister who will work 
with the elders to motivate the church both 
spiritually and numerically. We are a close, 
loving congregation in a soul-rich environment. 
Salary and benefits are negotiable. Check 
us out at our website, howellchurchofchrist.org.
 If you are interested, please submit a 
resume, a sermon, and salary/benefits 
needed to:

Search Committee
PO Box 82, Howell, MI 48844 

belcher0804@att.net

FULL-TIME MINISTER 
HOWELL, MICHIGAN

Pulpit Minister Search
Hi-Desert Church of Christ, 13460 
Apple Valley Rd, Apple Valley, CA 92308, 
(760) 221-9727, ramrrodrig@yahoo.com.
Windsong Church of Christ, 
3 Windsong Dr, North Little Rock, AR 72113, 
(501) 753-7050, office@windsongchurch.org.
Sunshine Church of Christ, 20 Barklow 
Rd, Portsmouth, OH 45662, (740) 
935-9701, samccray@gampps.com.

Youth and Family Minister Search
Highlands Church of Christ, 5730 
Lakeland Highlands Rd, Lakeland, FL 33183, 
(863) 289-7724, craig.smelser@yahoo.com.

The Williamsburg Church of Christ, 
located in Williamsburg, Virginia, is 
seeking a full-time minister. We are a diverse, 
loving congregation with three elders, 14 
deacons and about 100 members serving the 
historic Greater Williamsburg area. You can 
find information about the congregation on 
our website, williamsburgcoc.org, and 
on our Facebook page. Those wanting more 
information or to find the application can do 
so at: 

wcocministersearch.org

Full-time Minister Search

All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ  
and committed to Christian education.

F A C U L T Y  P O S I T I O N S  A V A I L A B L E

Please visit harding.edu/hr for further information on these  
positions and to learn more about open staff positions. 

Harding University is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not unlawfully 
discriminate in employment on the basis of race, color, religion, national or  

ethnic origin, age, sex, disability or prior military service. 

Initial application should include a letter of interest and curriculum vitae. 
To complete the application, two spiritual references, two professional 
references and official transcripts for all degrees earned are required.

Salary and rank are determined based on credentials and experience.

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY. Seeking full-time, nine-month faculty 
member with a doctorate in the biological sciences. The ideal candi-
date has teaching experience in anatomy or physiology, but other fields 
will be considered. Preference will be given to candidates who can 
mentor undergraduate research students. 

Submit application materials to Dr. Rebekah Rampey, chair, at 
rrampey@harding.edu, or 915 E. Market, Box 12251, Searcy, AR 72149. 

EXERCISE AND SPORTS SCIENCE. Seeking a full-time, nine-month 
faculty member starting August 2022. Qualifications include a doctoral 
degree in exercise science or closely related field, teaching experience 
in an exercise science curriculum, with ACSM and/or NSCA certifica-
tion preferred. In addition to teaching responsibilities, which include 
providing experiential student learning opportunities and employing 
effective teaching practices, successful candidates will conduct, publish 
and present research as well work effectively with both intra and inter-
departmental faculty.

Submit application materials to Dr. Ken Turley, chair, at krturley@
harding.edu, or 915 E. Market, Box 12281, Searcy, AR 72149.

These additional openings are available at harding.edu/facultyjobs: 
COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH • OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY     

COLLEGE OF NURSING  
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY • PHARMACY PRACTICE
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I ’ve participated in pro-life work for 
over 15 years. That has created 
many opportunities to advocate 
for the preborn, something that is 
often politicized. 

For me, the issue is black and white, 
so I have struggled to understand why 
Christians debate abortion. 

 Shouldn’t we unify to pursue 
justice for these tiny image bearers? 
Why are we dividing over something 
so clear? And if I am on the right 
side, what could I be missing?

 Little did I know 
that the Holy Spirit 
would nudge me 
toward a resource 
center called 
Crossroads Clinic, 
where I developed 
a deeper sense of 
compassion for 
women in crisis. 

 To understand 
our current culture, 

we need to reflect on history. God 
designed the family so the comple-
mentary roles of men and women 
would provide a safe, loving environ-
ment for raising children. However, 
Adam and Eve’s sin fragmented 
their relationship with God and each 
other, leaving women and children 
especially vulnerable to neglect 
and abuse. But where humans fail, 
God redeems, and his provision 
for women and children in crisis is 
stamped deeply in Scripture.

 Consider Sarah’s maidservant, 
Hagar. After she fled Abraham 
and Sarah’s abuse, an angel of the 
Lord found her in the desert. How 
terrified and dejected she must have 
felt, but at her lowest moment, God 
intervened, and he created a plan for 
her and her unborn child that has 
impact and significance to this day! 

 Genesis 16:13 shares Hagar’s 
response to her hero, God: “She gave 
this name to the Lord who spoke to 
her: ‘You are the God who sees me,’ 
for she said, ‘I have now seen the One 
who sees me.’”

 While Abraham’s and Sarah’s 

actions told Hagar she was worth-
less, God’s actions told her she was 
priceless, modeling how we should  
minister to women in crisis. By estab-
lishing her identity in God, Hagar 
found hope for both her and her baby. 

 Luke 7:39-50 is another example 
of God’s passionate love for women 
in crisis. Jesus was dining with 
Simon the Pharisee when a sinful 
woman crashed the party and wept 
on his feet. Jesus immediately 
knew Simon’s thoughts: “If this 
man were a prophet, he would know 
… she is a sinner.” 

Simon cared more about his public 
reputation than the woman’s private 
pain, but Jesus had a different plan. 
Jesus wrapped the woman in compas-
sion and shifted the spotlight to 
Simon’s hardened heart. Verses 47 
and 48 recount the Lord’s words: 
“Therefore I tell you, her many sins 
are forgiven — as her great love has 

shown. But whoever has been forgiven 
little loves little.” Then Jesus said to 
her, ‘“Your sins are forgiven.’”

 In the midst of the dinner party 
participants, Jesus looked at her, 
spoke directly to her and confirmed 
her value in his eyes. Her broken 
heart was his concern, as was 
Simon’s hardness of heart.

 As seen with Hagar and the sinful 
woman, God pursues women in crisis.  
To him, these women are not a gray 
issue. Our shouting over their actions 
doesn’t change their present suffering. 
In fact, they don’t even hear it. They 
just feel scared and alone.

 For too long, we have relin-
quished our responsibility to 
them for the sake of an argument, 
and because of that, there are no 
winners. Babies are gone, women 
are still alone, and Satan is declaring 
another victory. But where man falls 
short, God redeems, and there is 

hope for us despite our own pride!
 As I come full circle, I realize 

the Holy Spirit has been working 
all along to soften my heart to the 
precious, hurting mothers of the 
unborn. I attend a Bible study at 
Crossroads Clinic, and my new 
friends have transformed my 
understanding of our most powerful, 
underutilized, culture-transforming 
weapon for change: prayer.

These prayer warriors are leading 
a spiritual revolution to minister, 
like Jesus did, to women in crisis. 
In prayer, they unite daily, asking 
for God’s presence during stories 
of trauma and sexually transmitted 
disease testing. In prayer, they call 
upon the Holy Spirit to comfort 
women and men who have experi-
enced abortion. In prayer, they ask 
for God’s wisdom to share the Gospel 
with a scared teen during a pregnancy 
test. In prayer, they beg the Holy Spirit 
to intercede during the ultrasounds of 
women considering abortion. 

 By using their voices for prayer 
instead of division, they have 
witnessed souls being saved and 
God setting women free from pain 
and suffering. No matter what side 
of this issue you are on, and even if 
you are straddling it, pray!

Pray for the transformation of 
your own heart to serve women in 
crisis.  Pray for church leaders to lift 
up these women in congregational 
prayer. Pray for the church to unify 
and surround these women with the 
compassion of Christ. Pray for the 
leaders of our country to protect, 
promote, and restore families.

Why? Because prayer restores not 
just their souls but ours as well. And 
through prayer, there is hope for all!

 Psalms 139:23-24 says, “Search 
me, God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious thoughts. See if 
there is any offensive way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.”

AMANDA NOBLIN and her husband, Jerry, worship 
with the Wilshire Church of Christ in Oklahoma City. 
She works in the alumni and advancement office at 
Oklahoma Christian University.

Greater compassion for women in crisis
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Amanda Noblin

HOW GOD NUDGED  one Christian to soften her heart ‘to precious, hurting mothers of the unborn.’
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‘Brenton’ by Rick Gibson and W. Keith Brenton

 See more by following brenton.daily on Facebook and Instagram.

F R O M  O U R  R E A D E R S

‘The church is indeed a family’
Your article (“Story tip leads 

to surprising discovery,” Page 3, 
November) brought back fond 
memories of our own experiences. 
The church is indeed a family.

My husband and I met at a small 
congregation in Oregon, where his 
dad was the minister. Soon after we 
married, we were in the Air Force 
and stationed in Texas. We attended 
a congregation there where an older 
couple immediately adopted us and 
helped us in so many ways.  

Forty years later, we were attending 
a small congregation in Oregon. A 
lady announced that her sister from 
Texas was coming to live with her. 
The sister who came was the sweet 
lady who took us in decades earlier!

JOHN AND JEANNIE DEEN | Redmond, Ore.

Re: “What are you thankful for?” 
(Page 29, November)

I am thankful for faith, freedom, 
morning light, back roads, Jesus 

Christ, random order, palm leaf hats, 
family, heart stents, work, baseball, 
men like Dad, friends, bookstores, 
prayer, banana pudding, dogs, love 
songs, hope, campfire breakfasts, 
opportunities to take a chance and my 
wife — the wind beneath my wings!

JIM HARGROVE | Fort Worth, Texas

My most thankful thoughts this 
year surround the marriage of my 
son on Oct. 23. 

He and his beautiful bride (Kenneth 
and Paige Hudson) are both faithful 
Christians. They grew up together 
as friends yet just recently fell in 
love. The wedding was perfect and 
definitely blessed by God.

DEBBIE HUDSON | El Segundo, Calif.

It’s always good to get the 
encouraging news from around the 
world and even the articles that 
challenge us to see things God’s way.

SHIRLEY DOWNEY | Marysville, Calif.

Estate Planning 
Made Easy 

Our partners at PhilanthroCorp
can ensure that the legacy you leave behind benefits
the ones you love with 100% certainty. Starting with a
phone interview, they will guide you through a
simple process resulting in wills and estate
documents that reflect your values and leave a
lasting impact on loved ones and charities you hold
dear. Their services are provided to you, by The
Christian Chronicle, free of charge. The plan that
PhilanthroCorp helps you create can then be
implemented by your own personal adviser, or
PhilanthroCorp can refer you to an attorney who will
draft documents at greatly reduced rates. 

Scan the QR code and submit
the form or call Susan Wylie at 
1-800-876-7958 ext. 2125 to have
a PhilanthroCorp representative
call you to schedule your first
confidential phone appointment.

Christian Chronicle half page ad.qxp_Layout 1  8/27/21  10:56 AM  Page 1
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North Jasper Street Church of Christ
950 N Jasper St, Decatur, IL 62521

(217) 423-2823          Jaspcoc950@yahoo.com

The North Jasper Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time minister who desires to 
grow with the congregation. Jasper Street is a conservative congregation, primarily African-
American, seeking an individual dedicated to the cause of Christ. Applicant should possess 
sound biblical knowledge, have a few years of preaching experience, good interpersonal people 
skills (with the ability to motivate and inspire), and a loving, supportive wife. All interested 
persons need to submit a resume, references, and a video of a recent sermon(s) to the attention 
of the leadership:

Seeking Full-time Minister – Decatur, Illinois

The West Main Church of Christ is actively seeking a leader who does as Jesus did by talking to the 
people in their homes and communities. Our church family is seeking a visionary to lead the saved and the 
lost to the kingdom of God by guiding us and being involved with us. 
Our lead minister will appreciate the rich heritage within the Churches of Christ. He will also envision a future 
not bound by tradition but open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit. With a firm commitment to the Bible and 
a desire to apply its truth to the 21st century, our new minister will provide leadership, instruction, and be a 
role model for a church that is looking to glorify Christ. He will be, first and foremost, a man of integrity in all 
aspects of his life. He will be respected in his home, church, and community. 
The ideal candidate will be at the forefront of designing and preparing the Sunday worship while being open 
to sharing the preaching duties in order to focus on being • A Biblical Teacher • A People Person 
• A Relationship Builder • A Caring Disciple • An Active Collaborator.
For further information and to apply, visit our website: churchofchristmedford.org

Minister Search - Medford, Oregon

Montwood Church of Christ (montwood.org) is looking for a full-time evangelist. Applicants should be a 
graduate of a Bible college or school of preaching. Duties will include (but are not limited to): evangelizing 
through community outreach, working with a small group ministry, preaching, teaching Bible classes, visiting 
members of the congregation, and contacting members of the community. Prior experience in full-time minis-
try is preferred, and fluency in the Spanish language is a plus. Salary is negotiable based upon experience.
Montwood Church of Christ is located on the east side of El Paso, Texas, in one of the most populous zip 
codes in the nation. Fort Bliss, our country’s second largest military installation, is also nearby, so we have 
vast potential for growth. We are a multicultural, bilingual, financially stable congregation with a typical atten-
dance of around 150 people. We currently have three elders, two deacons, two deacon candidates, a worship 
minister, paid custodian, and a secretary. Applicants should send inquiries, resumes, and a video (or link to 
online video) of teaching/preaching to: montwood.churchofchrist@yahoo.com or Montwood Church of 
Christ, Attn: Search Committee, 11845 Bob Mitchell Dr, El Paso, TX 79936.

Full-time Evangelist - El Paso, Texas

The Escanaba, Michigan, church, located in the beautiful Upper Peninsula (UP), is seeking 
applicants for a full-time minister position. 
Responsibilities to our 55-member congregation would include: preaching, teaching, community 
outreach, and some administrative duties. We produce the television/internet ministry LET THE 
BIBLE SPEAK (LTBS). Our minister works with other ministers in the UP to host this 30-minute TV 
Bible study. You can view episodes of LTBS on our web page: http://www.letthebiblespeak.net.
The applicant will need to send a cover letter, resume, and video samples of their lessons to: 

Escanaba Church of Christ, Attn: Elders
PO Box 751, Escanaba, MI 49829

escanabacoc@gmail.com

Full-time Minister - Michigan
The Meridian Woods Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Lead Evangelist. Meridian 
Woods has two elders who serve a diverse body of around 160 members. We strive to encompass 
all ages and cultures in our commitment to create an atmosphere where people from all walks 
can serve God in genuine unity. We are striving to be an outreach-focused church working to 
spread the Good News in our community. The ideal candidate should be strong in the Word, 
fervent in prayer, and have a genuine love for the church and the lost. He should have at least
5 years preaching experience and a commitment to fostering unity within the church. Before 
applying, please visit our website at www.meridianwoods.org to learn more about us. Inter-
ested candidates should send a resume to ministersearch@meridianwoods.org.

Lead Evangelist - Tallahassee, Florida

“We are one people, serving one King, following one purpose.”

Camelback Church of Christ, a 125-member congregation in central Phoenix, Arizona, is looking for 
a personable, family-oriented, mature Christian minister to preach engaging sermons that address current 
issues of today and teach and minister to our youth, youth families and other members of our congregation. 
This is a full-time position. Required qualifications: • Husband of a supportive and devoted Christian wife 
who has the ability and willingness to minister to teen girls. • Two (2) years’ ministry experience working with 
youth in a Bible-based congregation including experience ministering to and working with other age groups. 
• Positive, genuine, contagious personality that can influence a wide diversity of people, both children and 
adults. • Ability to effectively preach and teach engaging biblical lessons to youth and adults that apply to 
current day situations and challenges. • Excellent knowledge of scripture… both facts and application. 
Preferred qualifications: • Bachelor’s/Master’s Degree in related field (Bible, Missions, Youth Ministry, 
etc.). • Ability to lead singing both in a public setting and in a devotional setting. • Experience raising children. 
QUESTIONS or TO APPLY: Send materials electronically to: search@camelbackchurchofchrist.org 
Camelback Church of Christ offers competitive salary & insurance benefits.

The Church of Christ in Champions is seeking a  full-time minister who will provide a balanced 
ministry of preaching, teaching, visiting, and assisting the elders in implementing our vision of 
the church as we grow to full potential in membership and spiritual growth in Christ. 
We are a congregation of 465 members with new facilities and room to grow. We seek an 
energetic and enthusiastic candidate for our pulpit minister.  He should have an evangelistic 
heart to share the gospel with the lost.  Prior experience in full-time ministry is preferred.
Responsibilities include preaching, teaching, and active participation in the life of the church 
family.

Pulpit Minister - Houston, Texas

Those who are interested in applying should email their resume to:
MINISTERSEARCH@CHAMPIONSCHURCH.ORG

Northside Church of Christ is a well-established, active congregation located in Jeffersonville, Indiana. 
Jeffersonville is a growing community, just minutes across either of four bridges from Louisville, Kentucky. 
Established in 1964, Northside has a long history of being mission focused, being involved in the community, 
and providing benevolent care for children and the disadvantaged. We believe that the primary responsibilities 
of the church are: evangelism, edification of the church, and benevolence. We are seeking a man who is 
prepared and committed to serve the Northside congregation as its pulpit minister and work with the elders 
and other leaders in the congregation to “equip the saints for the work of ministry and for the edifying of the 
body of Christ.” The primary responsibilities of the pulpit minister of Northside Church of Christ are to pre-
pare and present Biblically sound and culturally relevant sermons, to teach Bible classes on a weekly basis, 
and to plan public worship. Resumes are currently being accepted. To make further inquiry or to express 
interest in the position, please contact Northside’s search committee at:

NorthsideMinisterSearch@gmail.com

Pulpit Minister - Jeffersonville, Indiana



ACROSS
1. He was saved by God from lions.
4. One of three men who survived 
 a fiery furnace.
10. Play performed celebrating 
 Christ’s birth.
11. “Throw me into the sea, and it 
 will calm down. I know it is 
 my fault that you are caught in 
 this violent _____” (Jonah 1:12, 
 Good News Translation).
13. Jacob’s brother.
14. Moses _____ the tabernacle and 
 all that was therein (Leviticus 
 8:10, King James Version).
17. Arts degree.
18. For this reason.
20 “The Lord promotes justice, and 
 never ____ his faithful followers” 
 (Psalm 37:28, New English 
 Translation).
23. A small flap.
24. Description of Esau.
26. Heavenly visitors.
28. He denied Jesus three times.
30. “Your own mouth ____ you, not 
 I, your own lips testify against 
 you” (Job 15:6, NET).
31. “Solomon will keep one tribe ... 
 for the sake of Jerusalem, the city 
 I have _____ to be my own” 
 (1 Kings 11:32, GNT).
33. “And Joseph answered and said, 
 This is the interpretation thereof: 
 the three ____ are three days.” 
 (Genesis 40:18, KJV).
35. “as he came nigh unto _____, a 
 certain blind man sat by the way 
 side begging” (Luke 18:35, KJV).
37. Fish eggs.
38. “And the Lord God formed man 
 of the ___ of the ground” 
 (Genesis 2:7, KJV)
39. Bible songs.
40. Established.

DOWN
1 “Singers and _____ alike say ‘All 
 my springs are in you’” (Psalm 
 87:7, ESV).
2. “And ___ said to the king, Go, 
 do all that is in thine heart” 
 (2 Samuel 7:3, KJV).
3. “Don’t be agitated by evildoers 
 and don’t ____ the wicked” 
 (Proverbs 24:19, Christian 
 Standard Bible).
5. Man referred to (pronoun).
6. Insult, in slang.
7. “____ evil and do good!” (Psalm 

 34:14, International Standard 
 Version).
8. Son of Noah.
9. “I have shown you many good 
 works from the Father. For which 
 of these works are you ____ me?” 
 (John 10:32, CSB).
12. “They stumble because they 
 _______ the word, as they were 
 destined to do.” (1 Peter 2:8, ESV).
15. Former partner.
16. Nebuchadnezzar was king of 
 this city.
17. Musical notes segment.
19. Have legal possession of.

21. “And everyone who is living and 
 is a _____ in me shall never, 
 never, die” (John 11:26, 
 Weymouth New Testament).
22. They were among the first to 
 see Jesus after his birth.
23. Musical scale note.
25. Searcy’s state, abbr.
26. Rainbow shape.
27. First book in the Bible.
29. Unwelcome obligations.
32. Wheat containers in the old days.
33 “King Solomon made himself a 
___ of the wood of Lebanon” (Song of 
Solomon 3:9, KJV).
34. Highest point.
35. Summer month, for short.
36. Away from home.

The Christian Chronicle Crossword
By Myles Mellor | www.ilovecrosswords.com

B I B L E  B O W L I N G
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A first-letter hint

Quiz by Steve Whitehead of the British Bible 
School, britishbibleschool.com.

ANSWERS, crossword solution on Page 38. 

EACH OF THE FOLLOWING begins with a 
letter from I to R, alphabetically.

MATTHEW, LUKE OR BOTH? In which gospel 
or gospels are the following found?

11. A record of Jesus’ genealogy.
12. Jesus called Immanuel.
13. The census of Quirinius.
14. Wise men and a star.

1. I: One of the 12 tribes. 
2. J: Son of Saul, friend of David.  
3. K: Second daughter of Job. 
4. L: Roman colony near Iconium.
5. M: Region between the 
Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 
6. N: Childhood home of Jesus. 
7. O: Runaway slave. 
8. P: The man who was born Saul. 
9. Q: The sound of God heard 
by Elijah. 
10. R: Son of Solomon.



Word Find: Letter to the Galatians
By Betty Hollister | The Christian Chronicle 

Find the following words from Paul’s letter to the churches of Galatia. The unused 
14 letters form a statement about the letter’s theme. (Find the answer on Page 34.)
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• ABRAHAM
• ALIENATED
• ANTIOCH
• APOSTLES
• AUTHOR
• BAPTISM
• CHILD
• CIRCUMCISION
• DRUNKEN
• EAGERLY
• ENSLAVED
• ESTABLISHED
• ETERNALLY

• EVERY
• FAITHFULNESS
• FOLLOW
• FREEDOM
• GALATIANS
• GENTLENESS
• GOODNESS
• GRACE
• GREEK
• HAPPENED
• HYPOCRISY
• IDOLATRY
• ISRAEL

• KINDNESS
• LAWFUL
• LEANING
• LEARN
• LOVED
• MIRACLE
• NATIONS
• NATURED
• OBLIGATED
• OUTWARDLY
• PEACEFUL
• PERSECUTED
• PREACHING

• PROMISE
• PROVOKING
• RECOGNIZED
• REDEEM
• RESPOND
• REVELATION
• RIGHTEOUS
• SCRIPTURE
• SELF CONTROL
• SLAVERY
• SPIRITUAL
• TRUTH

WE HELP 
CHURCHES
GET TO THE 
NEXT STEP
We are committed to fueling  
church growth through innovative 
lending and building strategies.

Let’s get started today!

T H E S O L O M O N F O U N D A T I O N . O R G

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. Against such things there is no law.” — Galatians 5:22-23

Precious souls are studyingPrecious souls are studying
God’s wordGod’s word

while improving their Englishwhile improving their English
language skills online.language skills online.

Over 10,000 people are registering on our website
each month from around the world.

3,500 are becoming students to improve their
English skills while studying the Bible.

150-200 students wait for a teacher every day.
Do you want to reach the world for Christ?
Be a missionary from your kitchen table.

Register at:
www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher
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If you are looking for a book of hope during 
troubling times for Churches of Christ, it is 
understandable if the word “elegy” in a subtitle 
gives you pause. 

And if you do proceed, do not be surprised to 
read this: “Our churches are dying.” 

Jack Reese, former dean of Bible for 
Abilene Christian University in Texas 
and current executive minister for the 
Northside Church of Christ in San 
Antonio, uses that word and that sentence 
in “At the Blue Hole: Elegy for a 
Church on the Edge.” And he manages 
to do so with a sense of hope. 

Reese recounts formative stories, person-
alities and principals that shaped Churches 
of Christ in the early days of the Restoration 
Movement and shows the influence they continue 
to have. Of particular concern is how Churches of 
Christ drifted from an early and intense focus on 
unity to a stringent and demanding call for confor-
mity. This shift is illustrated using three key stories. 

The first happened in Lexington, Ky., in 1831, 
when members of the Stone and Campbell 
movements joined forces. 
Despite continued disagree-
ment and strong personalities 
on each side, Barton Stone and 
“Raccoon” John Smith extended 
their hands in fellowship. Both 
sides valued unity and were 
willing to extend grace. 

The second story is the 
funeral of T.B. Larimore in 1929. 
Larimore, a highly regarded 
preacher in the Restoration 
Movement, was known as a 
peacemaker. Helping carry 
Larimore’s casket was a young 
Foy E. Wallace. Wallace later 
emerged as a far more conten-
tious preacher whose focus was 
on conformity, Reese writes. 

For Reese, Larimore and 
Wallace represent the tension 
between early Restoration prin-
ciples of unity and restoration, 
freedom and conformity. 

This tension is illustrated by 
the third story, at a 1973 meeting in Memphis, 
Tenn., between representatives of the Herald 
of Truth (Landon Saunders, Batsell Barrett 
Baxter, Harold Hazelip and Lynn Anderson) and 
concerned leaders who feared the program and 
its speakers were drifting from key doctrines. 
What was intended as a conversation turned into 
an inquisition, Reese writes. The spirit of unity 
and grace present at the Lexington meeting in 
1831 had seemingly disappeared. 

Behind each story is a series of personalities 
and events that further impacted the drift. Reese 
shows how cultural and geographical forces influ-
enced conversations and impacted change. The 
book is filled with interesting conversations about 

Alexander Campbell, President James 
Garfield, the Civil War, Walter Scott and 
other significant topics.

What does any of this have to do with 
hope for the future of Churches of Christ? 

The book’s title references a spring in 
San Antonio that gives life to the city and 
connects to the Guadalupe River. Just 
as the Blue Hole connects to a deep and 
hidden source of water beneath it, the 
best parts of our Restoration heritage 
connect us to resources that can and must 

guide us through current challenges: unity, resto-
ration, reasoning, listening, generosity and apoca-
lyptic living. These resources naturally grow from 
the self-denial envisioned in our strong commit-
ment to baptism and communion. 

Reese’s book will spark strong reactions. 
Readers who emphasize the side of our DNA 

focused on restoration and 
conformity to New Testament 
forms will likely be uncomfort-
able with Reese’s views on the 
Holy Spirit and instrumental 
music and his understanding of 
boundaries. Readers who stress 
the freedom and unity side of 
our DNA may push back against 
any suggestion of boundaries or 
conformity. After all, the spirits of 
Larimore and Wallace live on.

The tension between unity and 
restoration is left partially unre-
solved. Reese believes the resto-
ration of forms and structures 
has value, “but only if they are 
connected to the center, only if 
the how grows out of the why.” 

In my experience, both sides 
of the debate claim such a 
centered connection. 

Reese’s work is an important 
and helpful contribution to the 
conversation. We cannot ignore 

the tensions of our history, nor can we pretend 
they have no bearing on how we think and act 
today. However, the ultimate power and future of 
the church rest with a sovereign, resurrecting 
God, not us. Therein lies the hope for what some 
people see as a dying church.

JEREMIE BELLER is opinions editor for The Christian Chronicle. He is 
congregational minister for the Wilshire Church of Christ in Oklahoma 
City. Contact jeremie@christianchronicle.org. 

Reese offers church a hopeful elegy

Jack R. Reese. At the Blue Hole: 
Elegy for a Church on the Edge. 
Eerdmans, 2021. 242 Pages. $21.99.

In Print

Jeremie Beller

Remember “The Game of Life?” Imagine 
a similar game that teaches the value of 
friendship and the consequences of sin 
— learned while you collect tokens titled 

Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess and Baptize. 
That’s True Frenemies, a faith-based board 

game by Derek and Lucy White of Des 
Moines, Iowa.  
The couple devel-
oped the game 
as a way to spark 
the interest of the 
kids they taught in 
Bible class.

The roll-and-
move game, for 
three to eight 
players ages 8 and 
up, challenges 
players to get 
themselves and a 
friend to the Tree 
of Life. The catch? 
Players know who they need to help but do not 
know who is trying to help them. 

To see a video explaining the game and its 
rules, search for “True Frenemies” on YouTube.

Bible-based board game 
teaches spiritual truths

Mount 21 Productions. True 
Frenemies. Available at 
Christianbook.com, Mardel.
com and mount21.com.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY

YOUNG READERS
Johnna L. Hutchens and Clae Walker Thompson. 
Falling into Christmas Eve. 
Independently published, 2020. 
49 pages. $15. Order through 
holidayadventurebooks.com. 

Recommended for ages 4 
to 12, this book follows three 
seemingly ordinary siblings 
who believe they are orphans 
until they feel the King calling. 
Together, they begin a quest 
far from everything they’ve ever known. 

This is the first book of the Holiday 
Adventure Series. Book 2 is also available. Each 
comes with a small devotional guide with ques-
tions and Scriptures to look up.

Debbie L. Cole. I Am A Sheep?!?! 
Xulon Press, 2020. 180 pages. 
$22.49. Paperback, eBook and 
audiobook. Amazon.com, 
barnesandnoble.com and 
xulonpress.com/bookstore.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions 
are paid advertisements. Contact tonya.
patton@christianchronicle.org for information.
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Plague Worship @ Home Radio & Net

770 AM Radio (DFW & North Texas)
               11 am-noon & 10 pm
1340 AM (Abilene, TX) 
                Noon-1 pm
1300 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                11:30 & 4 pm
1360 AM (Nashville, TN) 
                Noon & 6:30 pm
1600 AM (Memphis, TN) 
                4 pm
1640 AD (San Franscisco - Oakland, CA) 
               4 pm

Successful radio evangelist will preach,
hold meetings, and help you develop a 

local radio outreach for a low cost.  
Our webmaster can develop and expand 
your website. Small congregations, too. 

Call Today!
(214) 552-3206

Want to grow with little cost?

This book helps readers develop the discipline of coming each day before the Lord 
in a quiet place for the renewal of their faith, hope, and love through the Lord Jesus. 
Drawing its title from Psalm 95.2 (“Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving”), 
it contains readings for 365 days of the year, divided into 52 sections (weeks). 

Each day’s reading includes a scripture from the Psalms or the Sermon on the Mount, focus 
on a specific topic, a discussion of its meaning, and a prayer. Topics addressed include: “Trusting God,” 
“Nations,” “Parents,” “Babies and children,” “Heaven,” “Angels,” and more.

Let Us Come Before His Presence
365 days to learn, meditate and pray from the 

Psalms and the Sermon on the Mount.

Purchase a copy today: yannopsitchauthor.com or Amazon
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Bible Bowling | From Page 30

Word Search | From Page 35
The unused 14 letters read: “FREEDOM OF 
GRACE.”

1) Issachar. 
2) Jonathan. 
3) Keziah. 
4) Lystra. 
5) Mesopotamia. 
6) Nazareth. 
7) Onesimus. 
8) Paul. 
9) Quiet. 

10) Rehoboam.
11) Both (Matthew 
1:1-17 and Luke 
3:23-38).
12) Matthew only 
(1:23).
13) Luke only (2:2).
14) Matthew only 
(2:1-12).

SPONSOR A PUZZLE PAGE: Contact (405) 
425-5071 or tonya.patton@christianchronicle.
org for more information.

Crossword | From Page 30

KERENS, Texas

B ig Tex was born here.
The 55-foot icon of the Texas 

State Fair got his start in this 
small town — south of 

Dallas, about 12 miles east 
of Corsicana — as a 49-foot 
Santa Claus in 1949. 

It was a giant ad campaign 
to promote holiday sales. Santa 
was modeled after a local 
grocer, Ottis Franklin Spurlock, 
and someone named Hardy 
Mayo (which, to me, also 
sounds like an ad campaign).

Like most such things, the 
novelty wore off quickly. In 1951, the 
State Fair bought Santa for $750 and 
transformed him into Big Tex. I’m 
guessing the cowboy hat is where 
the added height comes from.

A more recent transformation 
caught my eye as I pulled into the 
parking lot of the Kerens Church of 
Christ on a recent Sunday morning. 
The newly refurbished building 
has brightly painted columns and 
welcome signs. One of the elders, 
Gerry Harris, greeted me and told me 
how much he and the congregation 
appreciate The Christian Chronicle.

Inside, I got all kinds of nostalgic 
in the pristine A-frame auditorium. 
Some walls of the surrounding 
classrooms had been removed for 
additional seating. 

It’s a wonderful mix of old and 
new. Two flat-screen monitors 
frame the baptistery, which is lit 
from behind through a beautiful, 
stained-glass depiction of mountains, 
palm trees and a river. Above are 
the words “BURIED WITH HIM IN 

BAPTISM, ROMANS 6:4.” 
The church was supposed to have 

a big celebration for the remodel 
last year, but you can guess how that 

went. On at least two occa-
sions I had been asked to fill 
in for minister Jimmy Glenn, 
but the pandemic kept us 
apart. I’m glad we could finally 
make it happen.

There were at least 70 folks 
gathered for worship, so I’ll 
preacher-count it at 100. The 
small church has big vision. I 
found out that my friend Dmitri 
(“Big Dima”) Grishchuk of 

the Let’s Love Good News ministry in 
Ukraine had spoken the week before. 
I enjoyed swapping travel stories with 
one of the members who has done 
mission work there. 

After worship, the church hosted 
an amazing fish fry feast. I sat across 
from some visitors from a nearby 
Baptist church. I loaded up a to-go 
box for the trip back home.

Honestly, if the town of Kerens, 
Texas, wants to launch a new ad 
campaign this holiday season, this is 
how to do it. The Kerens Church of 
Christ offers visitors more than just a 
beautiful building. It’s full of beautiful 
people with beautiful feet, willing to 
travel the globe or just walk down 
the street, preaching the gospel of 
peace, bringing glad tidings of good 
things (Romans 10:15). 

The novelty of that message never 
wears off. 

ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The 
Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.

Insight

Erik Tryggestad

Big Tex has nothing on this church

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Church members sing from hymnals during Sunday worship in Kerens, Texas.
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You can make 
2022 great!

If you’re reading this newspaper, you know the value of real news 
that honors God. A year-end donation will keep The Christian 

Chronicle strong in 2022. Please consider a one-time or monthly 
gift, or ask us about our new Chronicle Associates program. 

All gifts are tax-deductible. Check one:

I’m enclosing my first 
monthly gift of $10 

or more as a Keeper 
of the Chronicle. 

I’m enclosing a one-time 
gift to support the Chronicle. 
Gifts postmarked by Dec. 31 

are eligible for deductions on 
my 2021 taxes.

Know someone who values real news that honors God? Send them a gift subscription
Name:      __________________________________________________
Address:  __________________________________________________
                    __________________________________________________

Go to christianchronicle.org/donate to contribute by credit or debit 
card or mail this form with your check to The Christian Chronicle, PO 
Box 11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100. To donate by phone 

or for more information, call us at (405) 425-5070. 

Contribute by mobile device at $christianchronicle on Cash App.

I’m enclosing a 
gift of $1,000 or 

more to become a 
founding Chronicle 

Associate. 

Even in troublesome times, we 
have received blessing after 
blessing from our dedicated 
readers in 2021, and for that I’m 

exceedingly, eternally grateful.
As we look forward to 2022, we 

anticipate rising costs for both our 
print and online operations. But 
we also anticipate amazing acts of 
generosity as God moves in the lives 

of our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Please consider a year-end, 

tax-deductible gift to keep this 
ministry strong. Better yet, why not 
join the ranks of our Keepers of the 
Chronicle or consider becoming 
one of our founding Chronicle 
Associates? Feel free to contact me 
for more information. Blessings!

— Erik Tryggestad, president and CEO

Oklahoma Christian University is a diverse community of scholars 
and learners, of seekers and sowers, all committed in service to a 
common mission to transform lives for Christian faith, scholarship 
and service. OC is committed to hiring employees who are actively 
engaged in a life of Christian discipleship as we strive to create an 
employment culture that encourages faculty and staff to lean into 
the university’s Christian mission with an emphasis on authenticity 
and unity, not uniformity.

Application instructions and descriptions of each position
are available at oc.edu/hr.

Oklahoma Christian University is a private liberal arts university affiliated with the Churches 
of Christ. The University complies with all employment law regarding race, color, age, sex, 
national origin, marital status, military service, and disability. As a religious educational institu-
tion, the University is permitted by law to consider religious beliefs and practices in making 
employment decisions, and the University does so to achieve its mission. Such consideration 
includes preference for qualified candidates who are members of the Church of Christ.

FACULTY POSITIONS

Tenure Track in Mechanical Engineering
Tenure Track or Non-Tenure Track in Computer Science
Tenure Track or Non-Tenure Track in Electrical/Computer  
       Engineering

STAFF POSITIONS

Director of Admissions
Graduate Admissions Counselor
Bilingual Spanish Admissions Counselor
Admissions Counselor
Campus Visit Coordinator
Marketing Specialist
Police Officer

ADJUNCT FACULTY POSITIONS

Adjunct Faculty - Various Disciplines
     Adjunct Faculty for: Language and Literature, Engineering and 
        Computer Science, Biology and Chemistry and 
        New College (Online Classes).
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$100  for 

20 books

$1,000  for

 200 books

$5,000  for 
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M I L L I O N  D O L L A R
S U N D AY  (MDS)

6 0 T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Our MDS campaign provides funding for Bibles 
and Bible-based materials, free to all. Your 
donations during this campaign will transform 
lives as God uses our partnership with you to 
proclaim the love of Christ! 

PO Box 55245, 
Hurst, Texas 76054
800-486-1818   
www.eem.org

G I V E  O N L I N E  AT  E E M .O RG / M D S

G OA L : 

$ 3 . 2
M I L L I O N

September 1 - December 31

A Social Network for Spiritual Growth
visit mathetis.org Visit mathetis.org, a tool created by
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