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Man of God in space
CHRISTIAN ASTRONAUT
endeavors to keep the faith
during six-month mission.

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

O

nline worship during
the COVID-19 pandemic
helped prepare Victor
Glover for a long-awaited
work trip.
At Glover’s destination —
250 miles above Earth at the
International Space Station — there
is no physical church building.
“I actually sent up communion
cups and a Bible, and we have really
good internet connectivity,” said
the NASA astronaut, one of four
crew members for the SpaceX Crew
Dragon’s first operational flight.
“So honestly, I will probably
continue in what we’ve been doing:
virtual service, virtual giving, reading my Bible and praying,” added
Glover, the pilot for a team that also
includes NASA’s Michael Hopkins
and Shannon Walker and Japanese
astronaut Soichi Noguchi.
Glover, a Church of Christ
member in the Houston area, discussed his faith with The Christian
Chronicle while making preparations for a six-month mission to
the space station.
At press time, liftoff was scheduled for 7:27 p.m. EST Nov. 15 at
NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in
Florida. However, the launch date
and time were subject to change.
Glover’s first trip into space will
give him a view of the heavens
and the earth — which Genesis
1:1 says God created in the beginning — that few in history have
experienced.
What might be going through
his mind as the spacecraft soars
high above the clouds?
“I have a job to do. Sometimes
See ASTRONAUT, Page 12

Can Christians
help heal our
divided nation?

NASA PHOTO

Astronaut Victor Glover is the pilot for the SpaceX Crew Dragon’s first operational flight.

he long, contentious U.S.
presidential election is over.
Well ... sort of.
Amid recounts, lawsuits and
anxiety, The Christian Chronicle
surveyed readers about the 2020
race in which Joe Biden claimed
victory as President Donald
Trump challenged the results.
“I’m OK with whoever wins, but
I don’t want it to be stolen either
way,” said Nicholas Belcher, a
member of the Central Church of
Christ in Amarillo, Texas. “It does
not appear to be fair at this point,
and it feels as though our voice is
being silenced. Justice cries out.”
The divisions revealed in the
national election are likely to linger
long after the votes are counted
and recounted. The Chronicle
asked how people of faith might
foster healing and unity in their
nation — and in
their churches.
“We can listen
to other people’s
opinions that are
different from our
own,” said Amy
White, a member
of the Palmetto
White
Church of Christ in
Irmo, S.C. Especially when dealing
with problems like racism, “as
Christians, we must acknowledge
pain and be empathetic to what
someone else is going through.”
Belcher agreed that listening is
important. When he and his wife
of 14 years disagree, they jokingly
ask, “Is this a salvation issue?”
“The answer is usually no,” he
said, “and we agree to love each
other and not expend the energy
to argue or disagree. We must
focus on relationships and love.”
MORE SURVEY RESPONSES, Page 17
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Each year, SIBI strives to be a source of encouragement to the brotherhood. This coming year
will be a challenge and an opportunity to spread the Gospel. Make plans now to attend online
the Sunset Vision Workshop. Let us explore together what Preach the Word Every Way means
to us now and for the upcoming year.

SUNSET.BIBLE/WORKSHOP
Sunset International Bible Institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sunset.bible
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Board replaces
president
at Harding

In this crazy year,
giving thanks
for my mother

F

FORT WORTH, Texas
or decades, my mother,
Judy Ross, has made the
best Thanksgiving feast
on the planet.
I’m talking about a
mammoth spread of turkey,
chicken and dressing,
ham, mashed potatoes,
gravy, corn, green beans,
cranberry
Inside Story sauce and
steaming
hot rolls —
plus carrot
cake, chocolate pie
and other
homemade
desserts
Bobby Ross Jr.
that fill an
entire table.
Amazingly, this big meal
comes only a few hours
after a “light” holiday breakfast that always includes
fried and scrambled eggs,
biscuits and gravy, sausage,
bacon and pancakes with
chocolate syrup.
What am I thankful for?
Well, for one thing, that
I’ve never suffered a heart
attack after all that I eat on
this particular day.
But seriously, I’m grateful
for Mom — a kind, loving
Christian woman who has
spent her entire life serving
other people.
Even before a recent
mishap, Thanksgiving was
shaping up to be a different
experience for the extended
Ross family in this crazy year.
With concerns about big
indoor gatherings contributing to the spread of COVID19, crowding all the brothers,
sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins,
grandbabies and great-grandbabies into Mom and Dad’s
home seemed unwise.
See THANKSGIVING, Page 4
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BRUCE McLARTY retires, and
David Burks returns, as
university launches search.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

CELESTE SMITH

Celeste Smith playfully reacts as her minister husband, Steven, makes yet another
video for their congregation in their hot, humid backyard in East Texas.

Ministers struggle under
weight of pandemic stress
SOME CHURCH LEADERS are looking for a way out as the
COVID-19 crisis takes a spiritual and emotional toll.
BY LAURA AKINS | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

M

any ministers are stressed
and exhausted.
The profession may be
divine, but it takes a toll.
“It’s all consuming,” said
Celeste Smith, a licensed marriage
and family therapist in East Texas.
That’s not just her professional
opinion. It’s personal. Her husband,
Steven, serves as the youth minister
for the Glenwood Church of Christ in
Tyler, about 100 miles east of Dallas.
“COVID has revealed, to some degree,
issues within the church,” she said. “We
already have overworked ministers. This
pandemic has magnified that.”
Tracy Moore agrees.
“It’s all weighed heavily on me,” said

Moore, preaching minister for the Vero
Beach Church of Christ in Florida.
“I’ve become severely depressed. I
have felt every member’s pain deeper than
in times past, like I was
carrying it with me
everywhere.”
He’s not a crier, but
Moore said he has wept
more for people during
2020 than ever before.
Moore
Recognizing the stress,
his eldership is giving him a monthlong sabbatical to finish the year.
Moore is not alone in his weariness.
Josh Jones, youth minister for
University Church of Christ in Denver,
said the early days of the pandemic
See STRESS, Page 8

Amid declining enrollment and
budgetary concerns that prompted
recent cutbacks, Harding University
in Searcy, Ark., is replacing Bruce
McLarty as its president, effective
Nov. 30.
As McLarty
retires, David Burks,
Harding’s chancellor
and former longtime president, will
return to the president’s role Dec. 1.
A search
McLarty
committee will be
appointed to seek a
long-term successor.
“I accepted the
opportunity to
become president of
Harding during this
interim period out of
respect for our board
of trustees and my Burks
extreme love for our
work at Harding University,” Burks,
77, said in a written statement to
The Christian Chronicle.
“I simply could not say no when
asked to assume this role while
the board searches for the next
president,” he added. “Clearly, my
appointment is temporary and will
not last one day longer than needed.”
Trustees of the 4,500-student
university, which is associated with
Churches of Christ, announced the
63-year-old McLarty’s exit, saying
the decision came “after careful and
prayerful consideration.”
“We are grateful for Dr. McLarty’s
service over the past seven-anda-half years,” said a statement by
board Chairman Robert Walker. “He
See HARDING, Page 23
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THANKSGIVING: This year will be different

Your Talents
For His Glory!

FACULTY POSITIONS AVAILABLE
- Accounting: assistant or associate professor
- Behavioral Health (D.B.H. program): assistant or
associate professor
- Biology: assistant professor, associate professor, or professor
- Business Analytics: instructor
- Clinical Mental Health Counseling: assistant or
associate professor
- Education: assistant or associate professor
- Finance: assistant or associate professor
- Nursing: instructor (Dickson campus)
- School Counseling: assistant or associate professor
- Adjunct Faculty: online and on-campus courses in Business,
Education, and Nursing

For more information and to apply, visit fhu.edu/careers.
Freed-Hardeman University is an equal opportunity employer.

and she tells me to text her to let her
But then my iPhone buzzed on a
know I got home. (Her 47-year-old
recent Monday morning, and my
daughter … still her little girl.) Always
sister Christy Fichter’s face flashed
more worried about everyone than
on the screen.
herself. She had to text two of her
My baby sister, who is almost six
neighbors to let them know that she
years younger than I am, teaches
wouldn’t be able to make cookies
special-needs students at a Fort
this weekend. (Because she typically
Worth-area elementary school. If
bakes them treats on Saturday — just
she calls just to chat, it’s typically
because.) There is not a stronger,
not during the school day.
more selfless woman in the world!”
“How are you, big brother?”
Amen!
Christy asked, trying to sound calm.
I have no doubt that my brother,
Then she got to the point: Mom
Scott, and numerous other friends
had fallen, and her ankle appeared
and relatives (including my
to be broken (in three places, as it
cousin, Joe Lindsey, who sent a
turned out, and smaller bones had
big bouquet of fresh flowers to the
been crushed).
hospital) all agree.
An ambulance
The surgery went
was rushing her
well, and when
to the hospital.
Dad pulled into
Mom, who
the driveway and
turned 73 this
grabbed a wheelpast summer,
chair to help Mom
has dealt with a
into the house, a
number of health
young neighbor
issues in recent
rushed to assist.
years, as has my
He didn’t even ask
father, Bob Ross,
when she might
who is 75. This
next deliver homewas the last thing
made cookies.
they needed.
On Sunday, Dad
BOBBY ROSS JR. headed to preach
By the time my
wife, Tamie, and Christy Fichter with her mother,
at the Greenwood
I arrived at their Judy Ross, before the recent mishap. Church of Christ, a
home, Mom had
rural North Texas
been treated and her foot reposicongregation that he has served
tioned. She was discharged to await
for 18 years. He did so without the
surgery in a few days after swelling
treats Mom usually bakes for the
subsided. It was a long night for
adult Bible class.
Mom. In spite of the prescription
I stayed home with Mom and
pain medicine, she lay in agony on
prepared tacos for our lunch.
her living room couch.
Neither of us said it aloud, but I
Even as she battled the pain and
couldn’t help thinking her turkey,
nausea, she had the audacity to ask us ham and all the fixings would have
if we needed anything to eat or drink.
tasted much better.
Eventually, Mom’s pain became so
Alas, Mom will be off her feet for a
severe that my sister took her back
few months.
to the emergency room. Because
A big Thanksgiving dinner will
of COVID-19 protocols, only one
have to wait until next year, when I
person at a time could be with Mom pray the pandemic will be resolved
in the hospital. That person was
and the world’s best mother will be
required to wear a mask at all times. feeling much better.
After returning home from the
Wherever you find yourself this
hospital one night, my sister posted
holiday season and whatever the
this on Facebook: “Just sitting here
circumstances, may God bless you
thinking about the fact that if you
and your family and give you peace.
know my mom, then you have no
choice but to love her! She’s been in
BOBBY ROSS JR. is editor-in-chief of The Christian
severe pain for 36 sleepless hours.
Chronicle. Contact bobby.ross@christianchronicle.
I’m leaving her hospital room tonight, org. Follow him on Twitter at @bobbyross.
FROM PAGE 3
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‘The prayers of perfect strangers’
OKLAHOMA MINISTER Mitch Wilburn is overwhelmed with support as he battles severe coronavirus.
BY CHELLIE ISON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I

n full PPE gear, Dr. Brent Dennis
entered the home of Mitch and
Shannon Wilburn.
Mitch Wilburn, minister for
the Park Church of Christ in Tulsa,
Okla., had been diagnosed with
COVID-19 just days earlier.
A history of cancer, a compromised lung and a combination of
autoimmune diseases made him a
high-risk patient. It was that history
— and brotherly love — that led
Dennis, who is also a member of the
Park church, to make the house call.
“He listened to Mitch’s chest and
said, ‘I don’t like what I’m hearing,’”
Shannon Wilburn said.
With that, he said Mitch needed to
be admitted to the hospital.
“Between when he said, ‘You’re
going to the hospital,’ and two hours
later when they had a bed, he went
downhill,” Shannon said. “Driving
him to the hospital was scary
because I thought, ‘He’s having to
think about talking and not able to
get a full breath.’”
That was Oct. 15. Nearly a month
later, Mitch remains hospitalized.
It’s been a roller coaster of a journey
for Shannon. Just days after Mitch was
hospitalized, she noticed she could
no longer taste her coffee. Then she
tested positive for COVID-19, too.
“I haven’t had a fever in 20 years. I
forgot how awful having a fever is,”

PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK.COM

Mitch and Shannon Wilburn at an
ACU Homecoming event in 2019.

PHOTO VIA CARINGBRIDGE.ORG

Dr. Brent Dennis, a member of the Park Church of Christ, examines Mitch
Wilburn during a house call. Hours later, Wilburn was admitted to the hospital.
she said. “It just knocks you out.”
The virus left her with fever and
a cough. She also struggled to
breathe. On her third trip to the
emergency room, she just knew
she would be admitted. But doctors
gave her a steroid treatment. Her
breathing stabilized, and she was
sent back home.
“I’ve had nine surgeries, and this
is way worse than any surgery I’ve
had,” she said. “But I know that it’s
not that way for everyone.”
Shannon was able to recover at
home, eventually testing negative.
However, Mitch’s condition worsened. He was given Remdesivir and
plasma and then put on oxygen. He
made improvements the first several
days.

Shannon shared the details,
pictures and requests for prayer on
Facebook and on a CaringBridge
page. Mitch would text and
FaceTime her. He even sent her
flowers while he was in the hospital.
Then, he quickly began to get
worse.
“He sent me a text that said,
‘Urgent prayer request,’” Shannon
said. “He was basically saying, ‘I
can’t breathe. I’m on the maximum I
can get, and I’m still heaving for any
breath.’”
Within hours, Mitch was intubated
— put on a ventilator.
“When you can’t be up there, it’s
really scary because you can’t advocate for them,” Shannon said.
While she has full faith in the

knowledge and expertise of the
doctors and nurses caring for Mitch,
she acknowledges that it’s hard to
watch a loved one suffer from afar.
“I’ve always been able to be there
to advocate for him during all of his
medical issues,” she said. “It’s just a
loss of control, which for someone
like me, it’s like, ‘Oh, Lord, I want to
be in control but I know you are in
control.’”
While doctors and nurses
continued caring for Mitch, the
church in Tulsa cared for Shannon.
“We are surrounded by such a
great community of just friends and
Jesus followers, and a lot of people
know how to love on us well,”
Shannon said.
People brought groceries, ice
cream, cookies and journals. They
prayed in her front yard and sent
texts of encouragement.
And they shared her social media
posts, leading people around the
world to pray.
“The prayers of perfect strangers”
are so meaningful to Shannon.
“Someone asking for prayers for
us has influenced someone else, and
that’s the reason we are getting the
prayers,” Shannon said.
In fact, Shannon asked everyone
to share where they were praying
from. People from at least 55 countries responded. Shannon’s daughter
and mom bought maps for a visual
See PRAYERS, Page 6

PHOTO VIA FACEBOOK

On a video call, Mitch Wilburn signs
to his wife that he loves her.
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Shannon Wilburn, along with her children, talk to Mitch via a video call. The
family has relied on its faith during his ups and downs battling COVID-19.

PRAYERS: ‘We just don’t live in fear’
Ask the stone in the garden if there
reminder of the prayers being said
is anything that Jesus can’t do.”
on Mitch’s behalf.
Unfortunately, the journey isn’t over
Then came the best news. In
for Mitch. Days after being extubated,
the middle of an interhis condition once again
view with The Christian
deteriorated. He was put
Chronicle, Shannon got a
back on a ventilator.
call. It was Mitch’s nurse.
”I don’t know how people
Excitement filled her
walk through something
face as the nurse shared
this hard without Jesus,”
the news that he was
Shannon said.
off the ventilator and
She said Mitch has
breathing well.
always been a driven
“I love you so much,”
person, mostly toward
she said through the
“getting people to Jesus.”
FaceTime call, tears
But she knows it’s that
filling her eyes.
driving spirit which has
A few days later, Mitch
PHOTO BY CHELLIE ISON helped him fight this battle.
was moved off of the
During an interview And while it’s challenging
COVID floor to a regular with the Chronicle,
to not know what the future
hospital room where
Shannon Wilburn
holds, Shannon and her
Shannon could visit him. reacts to news that
family hold on to hope.
She hadn’t seen him in
Mitch was extubated. “We just don’t live in fear
person in 26 days.
because we know we win
She posted an update for friends
either way,” Shannon said. “We get
and family saying, “I ugly cried all
the reward, the everlasting reward,
over his chest when I got here this
because we’re believers.”
morning as it was so good to touch
him.”
FIND UPDATES on Mitch’s condition, including
On his own Facebook page, Mitch specific prayer requests, on Shannon Wilburn’s
wrote: “I’m still here. Pray for me.
Facebook page or on the family’s CaringBridge site.

FROM PAGE 5
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Encountering

ECCLESIASTES
FINDING MEANING IN A MEANINGLESS WORLD

FEBRUARY 7-11, 2021
Have the events of the last several months challenged your faith? Join thousands of others the first week of February 2021
to study the Word of God during the 85th Freed-Hardeman University Bible Lectureship,
“Encountering Ecclesiastes: Finding Meaning in a Meaningless World.”
Realizing current challenges, we invite you to join us in searching the Scriptures from wherever you are. Purchase a copy of
the 2021 Lectureship Bible study book and look for 13 videos from the lessons’ authors to premier the week of Feb. 7-11.
Although on-campus Lectureship activities will be limited to students that week, our prayer is that the book and videos will
help us draw closer to our Creator. Find more details at fhu.edu/lectureship.
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STRESS: ‘It’s difficult to figure out what will get people back’
“We have some families that think
the restrictions are silly, and we
shouldn’t do them. Others think
there is no way the restrictions are
enough. So they don’t come.”
For youth ministers, planning
events where everyone is comfortable is hard.
Celeste Smith agrees: “Understand
that your ministers are trying their
very best to take care of you and love
you. Nothing we pick is going to be
perfect, but if you can account for
people’s motivations, how can you
be mad at someone who is trying to
love you?”

FROM PAGE 3

were stressful because the congregation had to pivot so quickly.
“Everyone was on board the first
few weeks,” said Jones, who has
served the University church for 16
years. “It was different and weird, but
everyone wanted to
make it work. Now,
six months later,
I’m happy if I can
get seven kids on a
Zoom call.”
Jones said teens are
Jones
tired of being online
but aren’t engaging in person either.
“It’s difficult to figure out what will
get people back,” he said, admitting
he’s drained.

OUT AND ABOUT — BUT MISSING CHURCH

OVERWORKED AND UNDERAPPRECIATED

On top of preparing a Sunday
youth class for online and in-person
attendees, Jones goes to the church
building early to get it COVID-ready,
wiping things down and putting up
cautionary signage.
He shoulders most of the technical work to get worship online. And
he feels unappreciated.
“Youth ministers are getting forgotten in a lot of this,” Jones said.
“Preachers and elders are getting a
lot of thanks and appreciation, and
youth ministers aren’t getting that.”
Adding to the stress, Jones attends
church alone without his family. Prepandemic, the University church’s
attendance ranged from 250 to 300.
Now, gatherings are limited to 50.
Because of restrictions, the Jones
family hasn’t returned to church
since it reopened in June.
Their experience is not uncommon. Many ministerial families
aren’t worshiping
together; some aren’t
even living together.
Summer Lashley, a
licensed professional
counselor and mom
of two teenagers, is
also a minister’s wife.
Her husband, Andy, Lashley
serves as involvement and communications minister
for the Memorial Road Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City.
For five weeks, Lashley and her kids

BAILEY DOUGLAS

Josh Jones leads the youth group of the University Church of Christ in Denver
through a virtual session of Abilene Christian University’s leadership camp.
quarantined away from Andy because,
as the minister on call, he wasn’t able
to socially distance himself from members of his church and community.
“We sacrificed seeing him for that
long so he could meet the needs of
church members,” she said, adding
that she will never take her kids
away from their father in the name
of ministry again. “It was just the
best we could do at that time.”
Back in Texas, Celeste Smith also
attends church alone.
From the outset, the pandemic
increased Steven’s workload. He
was always on his computer or
shooting videos in his backyard.
The couple’s oldest daughter, Lily,
19, shouldered the burden of watching three younger siblings.
“I’ve got a lot of mom guilt,” Smith
said. “She shouldn’t have to watch our
kids. That became a huge burden, and
we eventually got to a place where
one of us just had to quit our job.”

WALKING AWAY FROM MINISTRY

Mike Cope, director of ministry
outreach for Pepperdine University
in Malibu, Calif., has heard from a
lot of church leaders who intend to
leave ministry. He said ministers
are experiencing a dramatic drop in

their sense of well-being.
The Smiths get it.
“For us, ministry became such a
place of mental and emotional stress,”
Celeste said. “My job isn’t like that.
I can close my computer and come
home. Very rarely do I stress about my
clients like we stress about ministry.”
If one of them had to quit, it was
going to be Steven, who’s worked in
youth ministry for 19 years. Steven
recently announced to the congregation that he will be stepping down as
of Dec. 31.
“We felt if we didn’t walk away,
we’d lose our love for the church,”
said Celeste, who is also a certified
eating disorder specialist.
“Twenty percent of people with
a disorder will lose their life to it,”
she added. “The fact that my work
is less stressful than ministry is
pretty telling.”
The majority of ministers who
spoke with The Christian Chronicle
aren’t quitting, but all of them
agreed they can’t win right now.
“The biggest struggle is trying to
work with families that are across
the board on the big issues,” said
Jones, whose youth group attendance dropped from 48 students
to seven during the pandemic.

Danny Dodd, preaching minister
for the Levy Church of Christ in
North Little Rock, Ark., is less frustrated with restrictions but mourns
the loss of personal connections
and in-person fellowship.
Since moving back inside the
church building, “we require masks,
social distancing and individual communion,” Dodd said. “But only about
half of the church has returned. Many
remain afraid, and some are high risk,
but those who I see out and about —
posting about their activities on social
media yet not back
at church — hurt my
heart.”
When trying to
encourage ministers
— like Jones and
Dodd — Cope says
people respond with,
“Everyone has it hard Dodd
right now.”
“And that’s true,” said Cope,
who ministered for decades for
the Highland Church of Christ in
Abilene, Texas. “If I were in charge
of teachers, I’d apply this to them.
Ministers don’t have it more difficult. But it is hard to lead in people’s
spiritual lives, because it hits so
close to the bone.”
So close to the bone, in fact, that
the Smiths concluded that once
Steven finishes his last day at
Glenwood, they will need intense
space from the church.
“A lot of wise people think we
shouldn’t do that, but I don’t
know how we can heal if we stay,”
Celeste Smith said. Her husband

DECEMBER 2020

was struggling in his ministry role
before 2020, but the pandemic
finally pushed him over the edge.

GET OUTSIDE, SPEND TIME WITH GOD

Cope shared five reasons he
believes ministers like Steven are
quitting: They are weary, cut off
from nurturing relationships, refereeing a political war, grieving over
lost members and worried about
church finances.
But, Cope said, ministers can push
back against these issues.
First, they need to focus on contemplative spirituality, re-anchor in
nurturing relationships and work on
emotional security and self-care.
Stress and exhaustion are not
unique among Church of Christ
leaders — it’s across the board, said
Cope, who is part of the Duke Clergy
Health Initiative, a group of 30 caregivers who assess and improve the
health and well-being of ministers.
More than ever, ministers need to
take charge and live a life centered
on God, Cope said.
He and Randy Harris,
senior consultant
and university fellow with the Siburt
Institute at Abilene
Christian University,
have hosted countless
Zoom meetings to sup- Harris
port other ministers.
“Randy says, ‘I know you are so
busy, but you’ve got to trust me that
for at least 10 minutes a day, you
need to sit and dwell in the presence
of God,’” Cope said. “He’s telling
that to people who already know
that, but they forget. Ministers nod
and tear up at this reminder.”
After spending time with God,
ministers need to carve out time for
self care: rest, take days off, spend
time with family, eat in a way that
fuels the body, pause and breathe
deeply and get outside for a walk.
And when it’s impossible to get
outside, Cope said research proves
even looking out a window or at a
picture of a nature scene reduces
anxiety and blood pressure.

‘CUT THEM SOME SLACK’

Self-care alone won’t erase stress.
More than ever, church leaders need
support from church members.
“I would love to see the
church take some ownership, be
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compassionate, pray for ministers. I
beg people to cut them some slack,”
Now accepting applications for the position of
Cope said. “Ministers didn’t get into
this work to undermine people. They
did it for the sake of the Gospel.”
The Barna Group, an evangelical
Christian research and consulting
firm, published data from summer
THE LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL
2020 showing that 15 percent of
SCIENCES seeks a highly qualified science educator/scholar to contribute
to continued excellence in our undergraduate science programs. The
leaders are lonely and do not have
successful candidate will have the capability and desire to teach both
anyone to unload on.
anatomy and physiology lecture and laboratory courses. The successful
And that’s dangerous.
candidate will also be expected to develop curriculum that enhances
That’s why Cope’s work — the
course effectiveness and integration within the overall natural sciences’
Harbor Bible Lectures at Pepperdine
curriculum. The LCU Department of Natural Sciences desires faculty who
University — will shift its focus in 2021.
can contribute to the university mission of preparing science professionals
“We are changing the purpose of
for lives of purpose and service, prioritizing moral and ethical development.
Harbor to focus solely on minister
An earned doctorate in biology or closely related field is required. Persons
recovery, refreshment and restorawith a master’s degree who are pursuing a doctorate in biology may be
tion. I’d love to have therapists availconsidered; however, the person will not become tenure-track eligible until
completion of the doctorate. The ideal candidate will not only have an
able as well. And worship will be
earned doctorate with an emphasis in anatomy and physiology but will also
fun for ministers because they won’t
have strong teaching experience and an interest in leading and mentoring
have to be in charge of it,” he said.
undergraduate research. Excellent communication skills are expected.
Harbor is tentatively set for May
For additional information, contact:
26-28, 2021. Registration opens Feb.
Dr. Andy Laughlin, Search Committee Chair, LCU Dept. of Natural Sciences
1, with only 400 spots available.
Andy.Laughlin@LCU.edu • 806-720-7708
Cope hopes Harbor can combat
Lubbock Christian University is an equal opportunity employer.
predictions of a large minister exodus in the coming
LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
five years.
We’re changing lives. Be part of the story.
“If I told you the
full details, you’d
be shocked,” Cope
said. “I’ve got name
LCUEmployeeAd_AsstProfessorBiology.indd 1
10/28/20
after name of people
looking for a way to
step out. What mesCope
sages are we saying
to future men and women who are
thinking about going into ministry?”
Pepperdine University's Seaver College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences,
What can elders and ministers do?
located in Malibu, California, invites applications for tenure-track
“Alerting people to this anxiety
appointments in biology, physics, and sports medicine. Successful
and stress is good,” Cope said.
candidates will join the Pepperdine faculty in August of 2021. If you
“Let’s courageously call on the
are seeking a faculty appointment at a premier Christian university
church to be more supportive.”
committed to the highest standards of undergraduate education,
Elders and members can make a
then we encourage you to apply.
difference, he said.
First, they can pray for their minFull details for each position are available at the following URLs:
isters daily. They should encourage
them to take time off to be with fam· Assistant Professor of Biology: https://apply.interfolio.com/79416
ily, offer a short or long-term sabbati· Assistant Professor of Physics: https://apply.interfolio.com/79417
cal and consider sending ministers to
· Assistant Professor of Sports Medicine:
an event such as Harbor weekend.
https://apply.interfolio.com/79432
He encourages members to drop
· Visiting Assistant Professor of Sports Medicine/Biomechanics:
a note in the mail or find small ways
https://apply.interfolio.com/79438
to lighten their minister’s load.
Reviews of applications are underway and will continue until the positions
“When a minister gets a wellare filled. Any inquiries about these positions should be sent to:
thought-out note, that goes a long
way,” Cope said. “It still won’t be
Dr. Jay Brewster, Divisional Dean of Natural Sciences
easy, but at least they know they
Jay.Brewster@pepperdine.edu
aren’t in this alone.”
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ASSISTANT PROFESSOR
OF BIOLOGY

READ MORE coverage of COVID-19’s impact on
churches at christianchronicle.org/tag/coronavirus/.

Pepperdine University is an Equal Opportunity Employer affiliated with the Churches of Christ.

10:25 AM
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French Africans Evangelizing French Africa

THANKING GOD FOR 25 YEARS OF HIS PROVIDENCE
Benin Bible Training Center: Developing preachers for sustainable ministry
Bible Distribution: Providing God’s word in native languages
Irene Morgan Legacy Fund: Assisting African congregations in
constructing their church buildings
If you are seeking to give to or partner with an established, effective
mission program, text/call David Simmons at 270-540-1942 or email
david@frenchafricanmissions.com.

233
PREACHERS TRAINED

350+

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CONGREGATIONS PLANTED

15,000+
CHRISTIANS

frenchafricanmissions.com | facebook.com/FrenchAfricanMissions | facebook.com/groups/TheyNeedBibles
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13-term incumbent loses
AFTER OUSTER by Democratic
Party, anti-abortion minister
and lawmaker fails to win
re-election as an independent.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

ennessee state Rep. John
DeBerry, a longtime minister
and lawmaker kicked out
of the Democratic Party
because of his conservative positions on issues such as abortion,
gay rights and school choice, lost
his re-election bid Nov. 3.
The 13-term incumbent ran as an
independent in the general election
but was defeated overwhelmingly
by Torrey C. Harris, a Democrat
whom DeBerry had beaten by 21
points in the 2018 party primary.
The final tally was 15,930 votes
for Harris (77 percent) and 4,675
votes (23 percent) for DeBerry.
“I think this election was decided
back in April when the Democrats
finagled and misused and misapplied the law to remove me from a
ballot I had already qualified for,”
DeBerry, who has preached for the
Coleman Avenue Church of Christ
in Memphis for 20 years, told The
Christian Chronicle.
“I know that my faith was tested,”
the 69-year-old minister added.
“My faith was the issue — my faith
in God, my faith in the Scriptures,
my faith God created me, my faith
that a child in a mother’s womb is
a human being, my faith in parents
to raise their children as they see
fit in the nurture and admonition
of God, my faith that marriage is
between a man and a woman.”
Planned Parenthood and the
LGBTQ Victory Fund were
among liberal advocacy groups
that campaigned against DeBerry
in Memphis’ heavily Democratic
House District 90.
Opponents relied on “lies and
fraudulent information,” including
putting signs with DeBerry’s

VIDEO SCREENSHOT

John DeBerry Jr. preaches at Polishing the Pulpit in Tennessee in 2017.
picture alongside President
Donald Trump and the motto
“Make America Great Again” in
Black neighborhoods, the African
American lawmaker claimed.
“I made no statements at all
in support of either candidate,”
DeBerry said of the presidential
race between Trump and Joe Biden.
Harris, 29, will be one of the
first openly LGBTQ members of
the Tennessee General Assembly.
He characterizes himself as
bisexual. He denied that anyone
from his campaign was involved in
placing the signs.
After winning, Harris told The
Commercial Appeal in Memphis
that he was “just shocked at the
amount of people who were ready
to see something different.
“I think that for a long time we
had a representative who really
truly believed in his moral self,”
Harris in an interview with the
Memphis newspaper. “(Voters)
truly felt that I will make some
type of difference, and I’m just
so thankful that our voters really
truly feel that way. I’m going to do
all that I possibly can just to make
sure that they get what they went
and voted for — they get somebody who is going to advocate for
public education, for healthcare,

women’s rights, for LGBT rights
and for criminal justice reform.”
After 26 years in public office,
DeBerry said he plans to keep
preaching the Gospel, teaching
and lecturing.
“I’m going to write. I’m going to
continue to do my business. I have
a marketing and advertising business that I neglected because I was
in the House of Representatives,”
he said. “I’m working on podcasts
and various broadcasts.”
He has no intention, he stressed,
of letting anyone silence him.
“I plan on being vocal,” he said.
In other races involving
members of Churches of Christ,
three Christian congressmen
— U.S. Reps. Lance Gooden of
Texas, Brett Guthrie of Kentucky
and John Rose of Tennessee, all
Republicans — were re-elected.
In Texas, U.S. Sen. John Cornyn,
a Republican who was a member
of the University Avenue Church
of Christ in Austin for many
years, overcame a challenge from
Democrat MJ Hegar to win his
fourth term.
In Alabama, former football coach
Tommy Tuberville, a Republican
who has roots in Churches of
Christ, unseated Democratic incumbent U.S. Sen. Doug Jones.

11

MARYLAND

BALTIMORE — The University Parkway
Church of Christ organized a virtual
“24 Hours of Prayer” event featuring
congregations across 18 time zones.
Organizers endeavored to bring hope
and healing to a world where many
are hurting because of the COVID-19
pandemic, racial injustice, gun violence,
political unrest and other factors,
church member Monica
Andrews said.
“Our heavenly Father
called congregations from
all across the world,”
Andrews said, “to host a
30- or 60-minute segment
consisting of prayers,
songs, messages, minis- Andrews
tering and discussion
forums — whatever God put on hearts to
provide healing for the world.”
Recordings of the recent event can be
viewed on the church’s YouTube page
and Facebook group.

NORTH CAROLINA

GREENSBORO — After “Zoombombing”
racists hijacked an online assembly
of the Sharpe Road Church of Christ,
a group of White church leaders who
support racial unity made a video
of support for their North Carolina
brothers and sisters.
The video, played in the church’s
Sunday assembly after the recent
online attack, featured leaders from
congregations in Arkansas, Georgia,
Tennessee and Texas, said Doug
Foster, elder of the Minter Lane
Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas.
In addition, Don McLaughlin,
preacher for the North Atlanta Church
of Christ in Georgia, hosted a Zoom
podcast with Sharpe Road minister
Nick Glenn that discussed the incident and the response in support of the
predominantly Black church.

TENNESSEE

BRENTWOOD — “Does Character Matter?”
That was the topic of a special class
taught at the Otter Creek Church by two
retired Lipscomb University professors,
Perry Cotham and Fletcher Srygley.
In the Wednesday night series this
fall, Cotham and Srygley discussed the
topic of lying, how lying is defined and
whether all politicians lie. They worked
to make the class nonpartisan and open
to all points of view, Cotham said.
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ASTRONAUT: He will rely on his Bible and prayer
FROM PAGE 1

NASA PHOTO

Victor J. Glover Jr.
WHO: 44-year-old NASA astronaut and Church
of Christ member in the Houston area.
PERSONAL: Born in Pomona, Calif. Married
to the former Dionna Odom of Berkeley, Calif.
They have four daughters. His mother lives
in Southern California, and his father and
stepmother live in Prosper, Texas.
EDUCATION: The California native holds a
Bachelor of Science in General Engineering, a
Master of Science in Flight Test Engineering, a
Master of Science in Systems Engineering and a
Master of Military Operational Art and Science.
MILITARY: He is a naval aviator and was a test
pilot for the F/A‐18 Hornet, Super Hornet and
EA‐18G Growler. He and his family have been
stationed in many locations in the U.S. and Japan,
and he has deployed in combat and peacetime.
FLYING: Glover accumulated 3,000 flight hours
in more than 40 aircraft, more than 400 carrier
landings and 24 combat missions.

MISSION: According to NASA, this is the first
crew rotation flight of the SpaceX Crew Dragon
on a Falcon 9 rocket after certification by NASA for
regular flights to the space station as part of the
Commercial Crew Program. Launch was targeted
for 7:27 p.m. EST Nov. 15. The Dragon was set to
dock to the space station at 11 p.m. EST Nov. 16.
VIDEO: christianchronicle.org/astronaut

that gets lost in the emotion of it,”
Glover replied. “I’m looking forward
to looking out the window and taking the pictures and taking in the
moment.”
But most importantly, he said, he
must focus on his job and Crew-1’s
safety.
Once at the space station — a
world-class lab orbiting Earth — the
astronauts’ activities will include scientific experiments, robotic operations and space walks.
“I want to use the abilities that God
has given me to do my job well and
support my crewmates and mission
and NASA,” he said. “That’s really
the thing I think the most about.”

‘DO NOT BE ANXIOUS’

In the moments before launch,
Glover said, his wife, Dionna, and
their four daughters — Genesis, 17;
Maya, 15; Joia, 14; and Corinne, 12
— would be foremost in his mind.
Before joining NASA in 2013, the
44-year-old Navy commander flew
combat missions in Iraq and served
PHOTO PROVIDED BY VICTOR GLOVER
as a legislative fellow to the late
Before joining NASA in 2013, Navy Cmdr. Victor Glover flew combat
U.S. Sen. John McCain, himself an
missions. Glover is pictured with his wife, Dionna, and their four daughters.
acclaimed naval aviator.
“Just in general, before I go and
to walk up to a rocket that’s really
petition, with thanksgiving, present
even get in an airplane to go on a
active and ready to go and has all
your requests to God.”
flight, I say a prayer, and I always
those noises and sounds and know
Still, she acknowledged with a
think about my family,” Glover said.
that I’m going to ride that to 400
laugh, “I may be a basket case here
“If I don’t see them directly for some
kilometers up and then live there for once he leaves the planet. I’m prayreason, I’ll send them a note, a text
half a year.”
ing that I won’t be.”
message, because I do a very highFor Dionna Glover, the approachrisk thing.
GROWING HIS FAITH
ing launch date
“I’m not in comBoth California natives, Victor and
brought a mix of
bat anymore being
Dionna Glover met in the 1990s as
emotions.
shot at, but there’s
students at California Polytechnic
“Of course I’m
still a risk,” he
excited, but it’s also State University, where the future
fighter pilot and astronaut studied
explained. “So I
a little scary,” she
engineering.
always want to
said, seated beside
They married in 2002.
make sure that,
her husband in a
Dionna grew up in the Pinole
‘Hey, if today is
Zoom interview.
Church of Christ, about 20 miles
my day, I’ve told
“I’m nervous. I’m
east of San Francisco. Her parents,
my family, I’ve
excited for him.
Michael and Jocelyn Odom, still
told my girls that
I have Scriptures
VIDEO SCREENSHOT BY BOBBY ROSS JR. that I’m reading
attend that congregation, where her
I love them, and
father serves as an elder.
I had a chance to NASA astronaut Victor Glover and
regularly to try to
his wife, Dionna, talk about their
“I’ve always been a student of
commune with
remind myself not
God directly.’ And faith during a Zoom interview with to worry and not to theology, I would say,” Victor said.
“But I wasn’t as focused on studying
then I go and do The Christian Chronicle.
stress.”
and growing until I met Dionna, and
what I need to do
One of those
then through college and into our
and feel good about it.”
Scriptures is Philippians 4:6: “Do
married life, I got back to attending
That said, he allowed for a bit of
not be anxious about anything, but
on a regular basis.
awe: “It’s going to be interesting
in every situation, by prayer and
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SPACEX PHOTO

Crew members, from left, are NASA’s Shannon Walker, Victor Glover and Mike Hopkins and Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency astronaut Soichi Noguchi.
“So I would say that as we’ve
grown our family, that’s really when
I’ve started to develop a real, true
appreciation of my own faith and not
just the academic.”
During the pandemic, the Glovers
have worshiped online with two
Houston-area congregations — the
League City Church of Christ and
the Southeast Church of Christ
in Friendswood — as well as the
Renaissance Church of Christ,
an Atlanta congregation whose
preacher, Orpheus Heyward, is a
favorite of Victor’s.
“We’re just trying to make sure
that with these interesting times,
our family is doing what would
make God happy and not necessarily what we want,” Victor said.
“Attending in person (during
COVID-19) is not the right thing for
us, but we still want to make sure
we’re doing what we need to do.
“It is very important to our family
and bringing up our
kids,” he added, “so
we still attend as a
family even though
we’re doing it virtually.
And like I said, we’re
kind of supporting
three different congregations in doing so.” Shoulders
Tim Shoulders, the
Southeast church’s associate minister, praised Victor and Dionna’s

dedication to their faith.
“They have an incredible drive
to produce faith in their children,”
Shoulders said. “They are very
invested in family and making sure
church and God are at the center
of that.”

A BITTERSWEET MILESTONE

Since the start of the space
program in the 1960s, fewer than
600 people have gone into space —
about two-thirds of them Americans.
Glover is the first Black astronaut
assigned to a long-duration mission.
“It is bittersweet because I’ve had
some amazing colleagues before me
that really could have done it, and
there are some amazing folks that
will go behind me,” he said. “I wish
it would have already been done,
but I try not to draw too much attention to it.”
Social isolation is part of what
Glover will experience in space.
The pandemic provided some
unexpected lessons in dealing with
that.
“We (at NASA) do a lot of different
types of team training, and some of
it is just to build resilience so you
can handle being up there in isolation,” Glover said. “It’s important
to have different ways of finding
encouragement, and for me, my
family and my church and my Bible
and praying are going to be a big

NASA PHOTO

Astronaut Victor Glover, a Christian who plans to rely on his Bible and prayer
during his mission, trains at NASA’s Johnson Space Center in Houston.
source of that.”
Dionna said she and her daughters will remain careful and try
to avoid the virus even as Victor
begins his mission.
“The risk won’t go away just
because he leaves the planet,”
she said. “Fortunately, NASA has
provided lots of opportunities for
us to keep in touch, and I’m hoping
we can still study together, worship
together, and figure out ways to still
do that as a family while he’s gone.
“Once it’s safe, we’ll return to in-person activities and in-person worship
and Bible studies,” she added. “But

I’m in no hurry to make any huge
changes.”
Dionna will get a special iPad that
she can use to communicate with
Victor and videoconference with him.
“One of the things I was hoping,
before this pandemic, was that she
would take it with her to church and
just log in, and I could just sit there
and watch and kind of just sit next to
her in worship services,” Victor said.
“We’ll see if they’re back in regular,
physical services soon or not.”
Either way, cyberspace will make
family worship possible for an astronaut in outer space.
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SPOTLIGHT

BUENOS AIRES — Oscar and Francia
Alvarez are making the most of this
South American capital’s lockdown
by using their teaching and videography skills to
reach souls.
Unable to
return to the
Baxter Institute
in Honduras,
where they
are fourthyear ministry
students, the
couple has
launched a
VIDEO STILL VIA FACEBOOK video series
Francia Alvarez
and women’s
talks about “Las
ministry called
Estaciones” (“The Hijas de Luz
Seasons”).
(Daughters of
Light). Francia
delivers inspirational messages that
her husband films and edits.
“Summer, autumn, winter or spring,
on the path of life God accompanies
us in all seasons,” Francia said in a
recent video. “Live and enjoy each
one of them.” Find the series at facebook.com/Hijas.deLuz.

After Hurricane Eta,
churches plan relief

AUSTRALIA

SYDNEY — In a three-chapter book
of 73 verses, the prophet Joel
describes his vision of a plague of
locusts ravaging the land.
The Old Testament book was
an appropriate topic, perhaps, for
the annual Bible Bowl hosted by
Southwest Church of Christ in
Sydney. Another plague, COVID19, forced this year’s event online.
Seven churches participated.
“All in all, the event was fun and
engaging, and everyone had a
chance to compete,” said Bible Bowl
committee member Emma-Jean
Bargholz, a member of the Eastside
Church of Christ in Sydney.
The winners: a team from a
Church of Christ in Australia’s
capital, Canberra.

LITHUANIA

VILNIUS — A Church of Christ in
this northern European capital
endured two weeks of lockdown after a member tested positive for COVID-19, said minister
Juozas Puodziukaitis. The member
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Souls in African kingdom added to the Kingdom
The Kingdom of Lesotho, a mountainous nation enclaved inside South Africa,
has endured three years of drought and the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Nonetheless, a Church of Christ in the capital, Maseru, reports several recent
baptisms, including the two women praying in this photo, said minister Andreas
Adontsi. Social media posts with photos of the baptisms yielded comments of
“Jehova a bokoe,” “Blessed be Jehovah” in the Sotho language.
recovered and no other church
members became ill. The church has
resumed socially distanced worship.
“Some people don’t come to
meetings for fear of getting sick;
some teens are forbidden by their
parents to go,” Puodziukaitis said.
“The worship is broadcast live
online. Young people gather for
Youth Nights. The pandemic has

constrained our work but has in no
way diminished our faith.”

NICARAGUA

MANAGUA — COVID-19 has claimed
the lives of at least four members of
the Nueva Libia Church of Christ,
said Pedro Batres, one of three
elders of the 250-member church.
Congregations across the Central

SAN PEDRO SULA, Honduras — Thousands
of people took to their roofs in this
Central American city as Hurricane
Eta, the strongest storm of this year’s
season, caused widespread devastation across the region.
The storm, which made landfall
Nov. 3 in Nicaragua, flooded the
terminal of San Pedro Sula’s international airport at levels higher than
than Hurricane Mitch in 1998, said
workers with Mission UpReach, a
ministry associated with Churches
of Christ. The Honduran government cleared
a portion of
the airstrip for
relief flights.
“These facts
emphasize
the size and
complexity of
the relief that
is going to be
PHOTO PROVIDED BY MISSION UPREACH
needed,” said
Phil Waldron, Children served by
who founded Mission UpReach pray.
Mission
UpReach with his wife, Donna.
“Thousands of families in the Sula
Valley have lost everything.”
A team from the Baxter Institute, a
ministry training school in Honduras’
capital, Tegucigalpa, planned to travel
to northern Honduras to assist with
relief efforts. Mission UpReach and
other ministries, including Healing
Hands International, are collecting
funds for relief efforts.
SEE UPDATES and find links to contribute at
christianchronicle.org/HurricaneEta.
American capital report cases of the
virus. Some host worship services
entirely online while others practice
social distancing.
The Nueva Libia church has
moved to three Sunday services to
accomodate as many members as
possible, Batres said. The Church of
Christ in Falls Church, Va., supports
the work.
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Three new 20-minute videos which can be
used to assist in personal evangelism contacts.
Available as a free download.

Coronavirus...
No missionaries going
abroad...
We've been preparing for
this since 1959!

.
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‘Act like Christians in every realm’
CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE READERS share thoughts on politics, faith and healing the badly divided nation.
instance, are important in the
political realm but really make no
difference from the
Christian perspective. Paul makes it
clear that our speech
should be seasoned
with salt so that we
can know how to
answer others.
“I believe that
Kelly
Christians have the
right to have opinions in the political
realm, but they are still to act like
Christians in every realm.”
— Dean Kelly, minister for the Highland Home
Church of Christ in Alabama

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

asting and praying for a
divided nation — that’s how a
host of church members spent
the days leading up to the U.S.
presidential election.
As the vote counting — and the
tension — dragged on, organizers
of the effort, sponsored by the Carl
Spain Center on Race Studies and
Spiritual Action at Abilene Christian
University in Texas,
decided to extend the
observance through
Dec. 21.
“We will be specifically praying and
fasting for an end to
COVID-19 and for a
transfer of presidenTaylor
tial power absent of
armed conflict,” said Jerry Taylor,
founder of the center and associate
professor of Bible, missions and
ministry at Abilene Christian.
As the world anxiously awaited the
vote tallies, The Christian Chronicle
asked readers for their thoughts on
the record-breaking 2020 election
— and for ideas on how people of
faith can foster healing and hope in
a badly divided United States.
A sampling of responses follows:
“Pray! We need to be more like
Jesus was with the woman at the
well (John 4). Find people where
they are and give them hope by
sharing the gospel. Show grace,
mercy and joy. You cannot help
people up if you avoid them or look
down on them.
By speaking to those with
different views rather than Biblebeating them and telling them
they’re wrong, we help people find
the joy, peace and contentment that
only Christ can bring. We all need
to put our faith in God rather than
man, government or country.”
— Kandi Holbrook, member of the East Point
Church of Christ in Kentucky

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Two days after the U.S. presidential election, children ride bikes past a field
of American flags at Oklahoma Christian University in Oklahoma City.
“While I do respect each American’s
right to protest, to speak freely and
to vote or not vote, we must get back
to the mission of souls for Christ,
even in ever-changing
circumstances.
“Our traditions and
cultural norms have
changed but not our
mission. Baptism
is still required.
Teaching, hearing,
unwavering faith
Lorick
are still required.
Teachers, elders, ministers, deacons
and ministry work dedicated to a local
congregation are still the pattern of
church leadership.”
— Andrea Lorick, member of the Inner City
Church of Christ in Baltimore
“We need to be able to speak the
truth without being unnecessarily
offensive. Our social media posts
do not need to completely avoid
the controversies of the day, but we
must not be characterized by misinformation and insults.
“We need to challenge the

stereotypes of our society. A Christian
in the Democratic Party should be
able to participate in a local March
for Life. A Christian in the Republican
Party should be able to participate
in a local march for racial justice. A
pro-life Christian should be known
for caring for people in poverty. A
Christian committed to fighting
against injustice should be known for
living and promoting sexual morality.
“When we break the stereotypes, we have a chance of bringing
healing to our society.”
— Terry Laudett, member of the Contact
Church of Christ in Tulsa, Okla.
“We are not going to solve the
political divide, and that is not really
our job. We can hold firmly to our
biblical convictions and yet treat those
who disagree with respect, not with
compromise. There are moral issues
— including abortion, homosexuality,
worshiping God, etc. — about which
there is no compromise of principle.
We must treat people with kindness,
the way we want to be treated.
“Issues like the economy, for

“In Acts 16, Paul had Timothy
circumcised so that their message
would reach the Jews they were
preaching to.
“As Christians, we should be able
to lay any earthly point of pride
down for the sake of the Gospel.
“If a BLM shirt or a Biden-Harris
sign inhibits my witness, I shall cast
it down. If a Confederate flag or a
MAGA hat inhibits
my witness, I shall lay
it down.
“Notice that the
Jews discriminating
on the basis of circumcision were wrong in
the New Testament.
But to win their souls,
Mattix
Paul had Timothy
undergo a very painful process.
“I think The Christian Chronicle
should ask, ‘How much do you love
your brother?’”
— Keith Mattix, member of the Jack’s Creek
Church of Christ in Henderson, Tenn.
“We need to remember that we
should be the example of love, not
the example of hate and division
that we’ve shown recently. Our King
isn’t of this world, so why are we
letting this world divide us?”
— Diane Clay, member of the West Side
Church of Christ in Kalamazoo, Mich.
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A mural in rural Arizona depicts a young American Indian with a face mask. COVID-19 has claimed nearly 600 lives in the
vast Navajo Nation, which covers parts of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. There are about 332,000 registered Navajos.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KELLEY LOVELESS

In Mesa, Ariz., church members load
relief supplies for the reservations.
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At the Fort Apache Reservation in Arizona, church members prepare for a drivethrough giveaway of bags with relief supplies and encouraging notes.

In virus-stricken Native America, church shares food and light
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

hree months after they were
baptized, Evan and Crystal
Todachine endured terrible
suffering. Their 18-month-old
son, Chase, contracted bacterial
meningitis and died within a week.
“This just doesn’t make any sense,”
Evan Todachine thought at the time.
But rather than give up on their
newfound faith and
return to the traditional practices of their
people, the Navajo, “we
had to make a stand,”
he said. “We continued
to hold on to the promises found in God’s
word, continued to
Todachine
read the promises. God
provided a lot of resources for us.”
Now the Todachines — who worship
with the Salt River Church of Christ
in Mesa, Ariz., where Evan serves as
assistant minister — want to share
their resources with American Indian
communities that are suffering their
own terrible losses from COVID-19.
They also want to share their faith.
“We have the peace, we have
comfort, having gone through a
tragedy like this,” Todachine said.
“Our people have to know this peace
and this hope.”

‘OVERWHELMED WITH THIS DARKNESS’

The pandemic, which has claimed
nearly 1.3 million lives worldwide,
found fertile soil in Native America.
The virus disproportionately affects
American Indian communities,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. In May, the
Navajo Nation, which spans more
than 27,000 square miles (about the
size of West Virginia) across northern
Arizona, New Mexico and Utah,
surpassed New York state as having
the highest per capita infection rate in
the U.S. Recently, officials announced
“uncontrolled spread” of the virus in
34 of the tribe’s communities.
Poverty and other factors contribute
to the danger on American Indian
reservations, Todachine said. Poor
diet has led to diabetes and heart
disease, which are risk factors for
COVID-19 complications. There’s a
lack of health care infrastructure.
American Indian families tend
to live in large, multigenerational
groups, making it difficult for those
exposed to the virus to quarantine.
Even handwashing can be a challenge, the minister said. At least 15
percent of the homes in the Navajo
Nation don’t have running water,
according to the tribe’s count. Many
homes are without electricity.
For generations, Native American

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KELLEY LOVELESS

A sign on the Apache reservation
forbids visitors. Church members have
secured permission to deliver relief.

communities have struggled with
unemployment, domestic violence,
depression and suicide.
“Even pre-COVID, these things
had already created this dim blanket
over the reservation,” Todachine said.
Now, “they’re just overwhelmed with
this darkness. Folks are restricted to
just their homes. Fear ... has really
overtaken the people, and, unfortunately, it has bled over into their spiritual wellness.” For many, “there is no
light at the end of this tunnel.”

RELIEF TO RESERVATIONS

The Salt River Church of Christ has
about 75 members, most of them Native
Americans — Navajo, Hopi, Apache,
Paiute, Sioux and Salt River Pima.
The church was planted in 2013 to
serve American Indians who leave the

reservations to find jobs in the Phoenix
metro. Many of those who are baptized
on the reservations have a hard time
fitting in with the city’s congregations,
and some fall away, said minister Josh
Austin. He and his wife, Divine, planted
the church to serve those believers
“and anybody and everybody that God
puts in our path,” he said.
The church’s members have been
impacted by the virus — especially
those with family on
the reservations.
The congregation
has marshaled its
resources to help,
scouring the shelves of
Sam’s Club and other
retailers to find canned
goods, bags of flour,
Austin
Ramen noodles, hand
soap, bleach and scarce items like
paper towels and Clorox wipes.
In the early days of the pandemic, as
some Arizonans began to hoard these
items, “sometimes we had to rub elbows
with folks and say, ‘Hey, we need this
more than you do,’” Todachine said.
Church members load the items onto
flatbeds and make trips to the American
Indian reservations. In addition to
the supplies, the Christians distribute
Bibles, correspondence courses and
invitations to join the congregation
online for worship. Even in communities

without ample electricity, many people
have access to cellular data.
During the summer months,
members of the Graymere Church of
Christ in Columbia, Tenn., assisted
in the relief efforts. Kelley Loveless,
a science teacher at Columbia
Academy, a Christian school, made
the trip with her husband, Jeff, and
their two daughters. They helped
distribute aid at the meeting places
of Churches of Christ
in the communities of Many Farms
and Kayenta in the
Navajo Nation and at
the White Mountain
Apache reservation.
Jeff Loveless helped
teach Bible classes via Loveless
the Zoom teleconferencing program and baptized a woman.
“We were basically two strangers,
with our daughters, from the other
side of the country,” Kelley Loveless
said. The Salt River church welcomed
them like family, she said.
“It was very eye-opening to see what
was happening on the reservations,”
she added. “Basic supplies that we don’t
even think about were scarce or nonexistent. We strove to serve in God’s
name and show his love, his light.”
In the communities they’ve served,
Todachine said, “the mood is so very

dark that any glimpse of light is just
such an encouragement.
“I can’t help but believe that God,
even in the darkest moments, is able
to use people to shine his glory and
his hope and his message.”

REALIZING ‘IT IS NOT FAIR’

To find peace in the midst of the
pandemic, “we’ve got to zoom out,”
Todachine said.
He wasn’t referring to the Zoom Bible
studies he conducts on Facebook, but
to the big picture he sees in verses like
James 1:2: “Consider it pure joy ... whenever you face trials of many kinds.”
“We understand that life is temporary,” he said. “It is not fair, and we
know the ruler of this world is Satan.”
Realizing that his citizenship is in
heaven, he said, helped him and his wife
cope with the loss of their son. Since
Chase’s death in 2014, the couple has
brought three daughters into the world.
The minister finds solace in the
example of King David, who also lost
an infant son and mourned bitterly,
but continued to be faithful to God.
“I can’t bring my son back; that’s
out of my control,” he said. “But what
can I control?”
SEE A VIDEO INTERVIEW with Evan Todachine, and
find links to contribute to relief in American Indian
communities, at christianchronicle.org/saltriver.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY EVAN TODACHINE

A grandmother of members of the Burnt Corn Mountain Church of Christ in Pinion,
Ariz., receives a Bible and firewood from the Salt River church for the winter.
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House Parents
Join the exciting Childhaven ministry team! If you are seeking an avenue for making an eternal
difference in the lives of others – consider the ministry of house parenting!
House Parents Are Needed! Seeking couple of great faith and love for teens to serve Childhaven.
Childhaven provides excellent salary and benefits and hires both husband and wife full time.
Become a part of an outstanding and supportive team! For more information, contact Director of
Social Service, Vicki Rhodes, by phone or email. To learn more, visit www.childhaven.com!

Childhaven, Inc.
PO Box 2070, Cullman, Ala. 35056
(256) 734-6720, vrhodes@childhaven.com

MINISTRY JOB OPPORTUNITIES
STAFF COUNSELOR/THERAPIST
SECH has an immediate opening for a Staff Counselor/Therapist. The therapist’s general function is to oversee the daily operation of Southeastern Counseling Center as well as to grow our existing client base. This
may include: budgeting, maintaining of files and licenses, training, obtaining contracts and counseling, and
helping with on-call of our residential program. This position further involves providing direct mental health
services, including but not limited to: conducting assessments, individual/group/family therapy and crisis interventions to clients. Minimum and additional requirements: SC licensure as a Licensed Master Social Worker
(LSMW), Licensed Independent Social Worker (LISW), or Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) preferred.

Contact Robert Kimberly, Executive Director
(864) 439-0259 or rkimberly@sech.org, PO Box 339, Duncan, SC 29334

Full-time Minister Search

Pulpit Minister/Evangelist Search
The Naples Church of Christ is prayerfully
seeking an experienced full-time minister/
evangelist. Our preferences include:
• A ministry degree with a Bible major
• Experience in leading and motivating
a congregation of 200+ members
• Someone possessing a strong
outreach/evangelistic focus
• A willingness to integrate into our existing
ministries (including missions and
preschool programs)
• Experience in Christian counseling
• An ability to apply Biblical principles to our
current culture with energy and enthusiasm
• Someone who is technically proficient with
PowerPoint and various types of media.
For additional information visit our website:

napleschurchofchrist.com
Apply as soon as possible to:

naplescoc@gmail.com
Naples Church of Christ
12760 Livingston Road, Naples, Florida 34105

We are seeking a full-time minister to work with
the congregation and elders.
General Requirements: Bachelor’s degree
in theology, graduate of a Bible school, training
work, or equivalent preaching experience.
Responsibilities: Preaching and other ministerial work in support of the church’s mission.
To apply, mail resume to:

South Fulton Street Church of Christ
Attention: Elders
1035 S Fulton Street
Denver, CO 80247-1945
or email: sfcc88@comcast.net

Full-Time Associate Minister
The West Broward Church of Christ in
Plantation, Florida (Fort Lauderdale), is seeking
an associate minister. The ideal candidate is a
family man with 10 years of ministry experience
and an education in Bible, effective at public
speaking (fill-in for pulpit minister, capable of
assuming that position when necessary), along
with all family being personable and outgoing.
Please send a resume, link to recent video
(or a DVD), references and philosophy of
ministry and doctrine to:
West Broward Church of Christ,
Attn: Elders, 12550 West Broward Blvd.
Plantation, Florida 33325

For more information, visit us at: www.ctch.org
or contact Ray Crowder at: ray@ctch.org or 512-243-1386

Youth Minister Search - Panama City, Florida

JenksChurchofChrist.com

Jenks Avenue Church of Christ is a family-oriented, stable, balanced
congregation with an active membership. Our ministry staff serves alongside
six elders, 24 deacons, and a diverse range of families (age and racial mix).
We are blessed with a healthy family blend. Boasting some of the world’s most
beautiful beaches, a state college, lots of outdoor activities and a good southern
atmosphere, Panama City, Bay County, Florida, is a wonderful place to do ministry and raise a family. We are looking for a minister who is committed to God’s
mission to make and develop disciples. Our youth ministry is primarily focused
on encouraging the spiritual formation of our young people and helping them
integrate with the body of Christ. We offer a competitive salary and benefits
package which includes relocation expenses. If interested, contact:

Todd Thompson (toddtjenks.64@gmail.com) and Chris Donlan (chris@jenkschurchofchrist.com)

Evangelist Needed - Kingman, Ariz.
The Desert Church of Christ is looking for an
evangelistic minister who preaches, teaches,
and follows truth from God's Word. We are a
congregation of 60 - 70 members, without an
eldership, with a desire to grow. The successful
candidate will be a "jack of all trades." Please
send resume and salary requirements to:
Desert Church of Christ
Attn: Search Committee
PO Box 3673, Kingman, AZ 86402
bj67cv@frontiernet.net
(928) 279-2226 (please leave message)

Full-Time Youth Minister
The Holly Hill Church of Christ is looking for a
full-time Youth Minister. The church, located
in Holly Hill, Fla. (east coast of central Florida,
near Daytona Beach), has 200+ members with
an established youth group of about 20 teens.
Starting date is flexible. See our website for
more info about our congregation. Applicants
should send resume to Bill Netterville at:

Holly Hill Church of Christ

1725 Ridgewood Ave., Holly Hill, FL 32117
bill@hollyhillchurch.com
hollyhillchurchofchrist.com
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A stressful, challenging ‘new normal’
STUDENTS AND STAFF say they’re glad to be at Freed-Hardeman University — even with masks and no hugs.

W

HENDERSON, Tenn.
hen students returned
to the Freed-Hardeman
University campus in
August, the Christian
school’s administrators knew
balancing safety with “normal”
student life would be a challenge.
“We’re not an online university,
and we do not want to be one,” said
Dave Clouse, FHU’s
On Campus vice president
of community
engagement. “There
are a lot of places
where you can do
online education,
but the value of
Freed-Hardeman
University is
Natalie Corbelli
being together on
campus, being part
of a community and having that
experience.”
The faculty and staff at FHU —
like leaders at other universities
associated with Churches of Christ
— were committed to delivering
an outstanding in-person education
during the COVID-19 pandemic, no
matter the challenge.
The West Tennessee school’s
goal was to find the right balance in
allowing students back on campus
while doing what the university
could to avoid an
outbreak.
“We knew we
were going to have
to be very effective
with quarantine and
isolation. We didn’t
come into the school
year thinking there
Shannon
wouldn’t be a case
on campus,” FHU President David
Shannon said. “We came into it saying
we have to be ready to properly and
carefully manage the virus.”
When classes moved online this
past spring, university officials
immediately began work on
guidelines for the fall semester,
including masks and social distancing.

JUD DAVIS

To-go lunch in hand, Brooke Mefford walks alone on the campus of Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, Tenn.
Shannon said he listened carefully
to the governor of Tennessee as
well as the state Health Department
and the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. FHU also
asked students, parents, faculty and
staff for their input.
In September, there was a
dramatic spike in COVID-19 cases
on campus. There were 100 positive
student cases, and an additional 259
students were quarantined.
“It caused a lot of stress and
loneliness for most people,” said
Abigail McCain, a sophomore whose
home congregation is the Bella Vista
Church of Christ in Bentonville, Ark.
Students who tested positive were
instructed to isolate in specific
dormitories for 10 days. Those
who had only been exposed were
instructed to quarantine for 14
days, in hopes of reducing any
further spread.
“It’s not easy having all your
freedom whisked away from you for
even just a few days,” said Madeline

Carter, a sophomore whose home
congregation is the Green Hills
Church of Christ in Nashville, Tenn.
The outbreak was mostly
contained to students. Only a
handful of faculty and staff members
tested positive for the virus.
For students, quarantine proved
challenging, both
physically and
mentally.
“The fear of
missing out became
a real concern for
students,” said Jud
Davis, an associate
professor of art.
LeAnn Davis
“As I Zoomed with
my students, it seemed that the virus
was just a nuisance and the least of
their worries,” Davis added. “Their
biggest worry was missing out on
activities with their friends. They
wanted to be on campus enjoying the
experience that FHU provides.”
Navigating classes during this
confusing time also has been

stressful.
“It is a lot to adjust to,” said Hannah
Young, a junior from Queens, N.Y.,
where she attends the Long Island
Church of Christ. “But when you
are under an administration like
the one at Freed-Hardeman that
has done the absolute most to
provide a healthy atmosphere, your
fears dissipate, and you end up
thoroughly enjoying your semester
with people you love and cherish.”
Cases on campus dropped quickly
after the spike, said LeAnn Davis,
associate vice president of academics.
As cases dropped, she became a
proponent of letting students resume
many of their club interactions.
“Students come to this institution
not only for the in-person classes but
also for their friendships and social
lives,” LeAnn Davis said. “Just cutting
off the socialization activities is so
unhealthy. I was glad (that) when our
cases subsided we were able to relax
some of the policies initiated during
See NEW NORMAL, Page 22
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Full-time or Part-time Minister Search - Forsyth, Missouri

Full-time Minister Position

The Forsyth Church of Christ is seeking a minister who feels his ministry is preaching, teaching and equipping
others to serve with heartfelt enthusiasm. We are a congregation of 40+ members who seek to be like Jesus
by loving and serving each other and our community. Our spiritual family has many of the most loving and
giving saints in the Lord’s church, and we are seeking a man of God to preach, teach, and work beside us.

The Northern Frontier Mission Field of the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan is in search of a
full-time minister. The Escanaba congregation
of 50 is looking for someone to work with all
ages. Preaching, teaching, community involvement, and television/internet ministry. We have
produced LET THE BIBLE SPEAK TV program
for 44 years. Interested parties should send
resume and video lessons to:

The applicant must be solidly grounded and schooled in the scriptures, show passion and enthusiasm for the
Lord’s work, have at least five years of pulpit experience within the Churches of Christ, and have evidence of
a successful ministry. If you would like to be considered for this ministry, please submit your resume, current
video media of two sermons (a link is acceptable) and a concise one-page statement that characterizes your
current ministry efforts, style, and goals. Please include a current photo and three contactable references.
Pay is negotiable.
To be considered for this position, email info to Brent: bzlake@mediacombb.net or mail to:

Church of Christ, 137 Spring St, Forsyth, MO 65653

FULL-TIME MINISTER – HOWELL, MICH.
The Church of Christ is searching for a minister
passionate in his work, in his studies of God’s
word for his life, in his love for bringing souls
to Christ, and in his preaching and teaching
of God’s saving word for a dying world. We
are a congregation with 50+ members where
over half are 60 and above. We are looking for
a person to help us bring in a more youthful
population. We have two elders and two
deacons to assist with the needs of our body.
Housing is provided. Please submit a resume,
a sermon, and salary/benefits needed to:

David Grant
DGR296@gmail.com
PO Box 751, Escanaba, MI 49829

Associate Minister for Family Spiritual Life - N.C.
The Hendersonville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Associate Minister for
Family Spiritual Life to help us in our goal of encouraging faith development and spiritual
growth in our young families and families with children/teens. We have several young
families and would like to attract more. We are a church with an average attendance
of 125 members just south of the city of Asheville. A successful candidate will possess
a bachelor’s degree, although commensurate experience would
also be considered. Please visit our website for job description:
hvlcoc.org. Please email resume and references to:

hvlcoc@bellsouth.net

belcher0804@att.net

Full-time Youth and Family Minister - Malibu, California
The University Church of Christ seeks a full-time Youth and Family Life Minister to begin in Spring 2021.
This individual is an active member of the Churches of Christ, who will coordinate Biblical curriculum and
facilitate relationships that shepherd youth and families toward a deep and abiding relationship with Jesus
Christ. Responsibilities will include planning and leading Sunday morning Bible study and midweek youth
group meetings, semi-annual retreats, service projects and other activities. She or he will work closely with
the children’s minister and parent advisory committee. The right candidate possesses strong communication
and planning skills, knowledge of adolescent development, and biblically-sound teaching.
Those interested in applying should review the job description at: www.uccmalibu.com and send the
following documents to the email below: (1) a resume, (2) references, (3) a statement of faith, and (4) a vision
for youth and family life ministry.

Contact: church@pepperdine.edu
Attn: Youth and Family Life Minister Search

Applications and supportive materials must be received by December 31, 2020.

Gospel Preacher-Haltom City, Texas

Full-Time Pulpit Minister - Paragould, Arkansas

The elders of the Church of Christ at Birdville
are seeking a full or part-time sound gospel
preacher. We have three elders, two deacons
and 70 attending members. The right candidate
should possess biblically-sound teaching.
All interested persons need to submit a
resume (with references) and video of a
recent sermon(s):

7th & Mueller is a Christ-centered, Bible-teaching church looking for a Pulpit Minister who will partner with the
elders in guiding the church. The Pulpit Minister will work with the elders, deacons, and other ministry teams
while serving as a spiritual leader, biblical educator, and mentor of members. Active ministries are Youth and
Children’s, Compassion Outreach, Celebrate Recovery, City Youth Camp, and Foreign Missions.
QUALIFICATIONS: • A man who is called and set apart by God to gospel ministry, biblically grounded and
evangelical in theology, and is committed to living and serving in a manner consistent with the standards set
forth in scripture. • A leader of people who has a genuine interest in people and relationships both in and out of
the church. • A strong teacher who engages people to think about and grow in their faith as disciples of Jesus.
• Self-motivated while being a team player. • Able to handle conflict in a biblical manner and maintain confidentiality. • Able to preach during services and teach various classes. • Can do hospital visitations, funerals,
weddings, and baptisms. • Actively involved in the local community to connect and share Christ.
7th & Mueller Church of Christ, 1000 S 7th Street Paragould, AR 72450

Birdville Church of Christ
3208 Carson St, Haltom City, TX 76117
(817)838-9031
secretary@birdville.org
Scheduling interviews now.

Submit resume to: 7thministersearch@gmail.com
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Distanced learning at Freed-Hardeman.

NEW NORMAL: Lives are
measured ‘by how we respond’
FROM PAGE 21

the spike to allow for more of that.”
While campus officials are trying
to maintain some levels of normalcy,
the changes are hard to ignore.
“Life on campus is much
quieter. The flow of students
has been one-directional due to
the regulations of people having
to enter on certain doors,” said
Nathalie Brumback, director of
retention. “Large groups of students
are smaller ... but most of all there
are no hugs, and I miss that.”
While professors are grateful
to have students on campus this
semester, they are looking forward
to the day when they can interact
with students without masks.
“I think the faculty are going to be
glad when this COVID-19 issue is
behind us and more manageable,”
LeAnn Davis said. “The students
can use facial expressions, and I
think they are going to be more
comfortable when talking in class
without masks.”
FHU administrators say the
response to the virus and plans
for the future are in line with the
school’s mission to provide a godly
environment for students.
“Our life is always going to be
measured by how we respond to
things, not by what is happening
to us,” Shannon said. “This virus is
no exception to that. The question I
ask myself (is), ‘When all of this has
subsided ... where am I going to be
spiritually?’”
NATALIE CORBELLI is a sophomore majoring in
photography and digital media writing at FreedHardeman. She is from Jamestown, N.Y., where she
attends the Jamestown Church of Christ.
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HARDING: Christian universities face challenges recruiting students
FROM PAGE 3

has made a powerful impact with
his leadership, with an emphasis on
community and commitment to living
the Harding mission.
“Recent economic and higher
education trends have
created an extremely
challenging business
environment that
has impacted the
institution, leading
the board to make
a change,” Walker
added, suggesting
Walker
that Burks “will bring
his experience and proven business
acumen back to the university as a
guiding hand through these unprecedented times.”

POSITIONS CUT, BRANCH CLOSED

Burks previously served as president for 26 years, beginning in 1987.
Before that, he worked as dean of
Harding’s College of Business for 10
years.
In Burks’ quarter-century as president, Harding reported year after year
of record enrollments, eclipsing 7,000
students in 2011. In recent years,
enrollment has declined, including a
5.2 percent dip this fall blamed largely
on the COVID-19 pandemic.
This past spring, longer-term enrollment trends as well as the pandemic
were cited as Harding cut 10 faculty/
administrator positions and closed its
North Little Rock campus.
In a statement concerning his
retirement, McLarty said, “I am
deeply grateful to the Harding
University board of trustees for
giving me the opportunity to serve
as Harding’s president for the
past seven-and-one-half years. The
university has had a profound impact
for good on everyone in my family,
and I owe it a debt of gratitude I will
never be able to repay.
“I am a preacher at heart, and
I look forward to using my new
freedom to teach, preach, encourage
and write,” he added. “I have been
so blessed to have this time at
Harding, and I am excited to find out
what God may yet have in store for
my wife, Ann, and me.”
Before becoming president,
McLarty served as Harding’s vice

JEFF MONTGOMERY

In a file photo, David Burks, left, and Bruce McLarty speak during chapel at Harding
University in Searcy, Ark. Burks will step back into the president’s role as McLarty retires.
president for spiritual life from 2005
to 2013. Prior to that, he devoted
nearly a quarter-century to full-time
ministry. He spent 14 years as the
preacher for the College Church of
Christ in Searcy.
His tenure at Harding’s helm has
featured an active social media presence, a personal touch that has made
him popular with many students.
He guided the university community through the grief process after
a beloved alumnus, Botham Shem
Jean, was shot to death in his Dallas
apartment by an off-duty police
officer on Sept. 6, 2018.
“Bruce McLarty is a longtime
servant of the Lord, the church and
Christian higher
education, and I honor
him for his service,”
said Trace Hebert,
a higher education researcher at
Lipscomb University
in Nashville, Tenn.
“Having said that, the Hebert
environmental challenges that Harding University and
most other universities face cannot
be overstated.
“Even the most seasoned educational leaders,” Hebert added,
“are challenged by the evolving
circumstances which for C of C-

affiliated institutions include a global
pandemic, declining numbers of
college-going students in the overall
market, the significantly declining
pool of students in the Church of
Christ college-going population, challenged relationships and declining
‘brand-loyalty’ among members of the
church and alumni, changes in the
economy and shifting perspectives
among constituencies about the value
of Christian higher education.”

ANOTHER NEW LOW

Across the U.S., the number of
high school graduates who identify
with Churches of Christ and choose
to attend one of 14 universities
associated with the fellowship —
including Harding — hit a new
low again this fall, according to an
annual study by Hebert.
In the last two decades, the
number of first-time students from
Churches of Christ entering those
institutions has fallen 59.1 percent to
1,805, down from 4,411 in 2000, the
study found.
Christian university presidents
supply the religious affiliation data to
Hebert on the condition that he can
release aggregate figures but not
individual institutions’ numbers.
The university trend has coincided
with an overall membership decline

in Churches of Christ, which has
roughly 231,000 fewer men, women
and children in the pews nationwide
than it did 17 years ago.
The total estimated number of U.S.
adherents has dropped to 1,425,836,
down 14 percent from 1,656,717 in
2003, according to a national directory published by 21st Century
Christian in Nashville, Tenn.
Burks likely can help with
Harding’s enrollment and budgetary
concerns, Hebert suggested, but
“expectations should be tempered.”
The higher education environment
has changed dramatically from past
decades, the Lipscomb professor
said, “and the models of Christian
higher education that worked over
the past century will not be the same
adaptive and innovative models that
will be necessary to succeed in the
decades to come.”
Students from Churches of Christ
have remained Harding’s primary
target demographic — with 70
percent or more of its freshman
class coming from within the fellowship — even as some other Christian
universities have begun casting a
wider net for students.
Freed-Hardeman University in
Henderson, Tenn., another Christian
university that has focused primarily
on the Church of Christ demographic, reported a record enrollment this fall. Freed-Hardeman’s
record headcount of 2,188 marked
a 3 percent increase over last fall’s
2,117. The on-campus number rose
to 1,727, up 5 percent from 1,648.
Walker, Harding’s board chairman,
said: “Even though Harding primarily
serves students who identify with
the Church of Christ, students who
hold different convictions are always
welcome. Harding is committed
to maintain her role as a leader in
Christian higher education.”
Said Burks, in response to a question about Harding’s niche: “Let me
again express my commitment to
Harding’s mission of integrating faith,
learning and living. I strongly believe
our world, as divided as it is, very
much needs what we are offering —
a transformative, distinctly Christian
higher education experience. We
invite students from all walks of life to
join us in pursuit of this dream.”
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‘Wonderful Story of Love’
TEXAS HUSBAND AND WIFE, both 96, prepare to celebrate 75th wedding anniversary.

H

BY CHERYL MANN BACON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

e served as a deacon, led
singing and oversaw the
benevolence ministry for
the Faith Village Church
of Christ in Wichita Falls,
Texas.
She taught Bible classes, oversaw
funeral meals and baked a mean
chocolate pie. Lots and lots of
chocolate pies.
Together, they knocked doors and
were faithful partners in the church
visitation ministry.
Gordon and Irene Wallace will
celebrate their 75th wedding anniversary on the day after Christmas.
Because of the pandemic, they don’t
expect a party this year, but Irene
says that’s OK. Their anniversary
has always been a quiet day after
having the whole family together on
Christmas.
“It all goes together,” she said.
The Wallaces were charter members of the Faith Village congregation when it was founded in 1950.
“If you ever went there, you know
them,” said Lynn Keller, church secretary, who has known the couple
for more than 40 years. “If there’s
something going on at church, Irene
is there and Gordon right beside
her. They just really worked well
together.”

T

he Wallaces’ story began in
a high school study hall in
Sweetwater, Okla.
A friend of Irene’s was sitting
next to a cute boy and asked him
how old he was. When she learned
the boy was younger than she, she
insisted on trading seats so he could
sit next to her younger friend, Irene.
The friend later became Irene’s
sister-in-law when she married one
of Irene’s brothers, and the cute boy
became Irene’s husband.
Irene and her eight siblings were
raised on a farm near Erick, Okla.,
and later moved into town. “I was
third from the bottom,” Irene said.

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY FAMILY

THEN AND NOW: Gordon and Irene Wallace exchanged wedding vows in 1945.
Irene and Gordon were both baptized at age 15 in a stock tank near
Sweetwater.
After graduating high school,
he joined the Navy and left for the
war in the Pacific, where he served
aboard a ship laying and retrieving mines out of Pearl Harbor. She
moved to Weatherford, Okla., to
attend college. But before he left,
they became engaged.
When World War II ended,
he came home and was granted
a 30-day leave. He headed to
Oklahoma, where the two married
Dec. 26, 1945, then returned to San
Diego for about five months before
he was eligible for discharge.
Then it was back to Oklahoma,
where Gordon began a 39-year
career with Halliburton Oil Well
Cementing Co., and Irene took a
job with Douglas Aircraft Co. When
Gordon was transferred to Casper,
Wyo., they headed north with their
first child, Larry. Daughter Karen
was born in Casper.
What have been the greatest
challenges in 75 years?
Irene: “We’ve had it pretty easy. The

Lord’s been good to us. Maybe transferring with Halliburton to 40-below-zero
in Casper. That was the challenge.”
Gordon: “She cried a lot up there.”
Irene: “You couldn’t take your
babies out — they’d freeze. You
couldn’t go out — you’d freeze. Ice,
snow, oh my, oh my.”

F

ortunately for Irene, Halliburton
transferred the family back to
warmer weather in Wichita
Falls, Texas, where they have lived
ever since.
Gordon became division materials
superintendent for Halliburton. In
his last dozen or so years with the
company, he traveled frequently to
oversee inventory controls at warehouses within a 250-mile radius of
Wichita Falls. The city of 105,000 is
about 125 miles northwest of Dallas.
Irene eventually retired after 24
years as a stenographer and secretary
for the finance division of Wichita
Falls’ city and school tax office.
For several years, they served and
worshiped with the 23rd and Grace
Church of Christ, a Wichita Falls congregation where Gordon was a deacon. Then they bought a house closer

to the new Faith Village church.
Daughter Karen Spiller, nicknamed KaKa by her mom, said,
“Church was just part of our week.
We went to Bible class, went out to
eat with different people – always
went to somebody’s house on
Sunday night. On Saturday night,
they had many 42 (a domino game)
parties. The church was not only for
worship — they were their friends.”
Together, they conducted many
home Bible studies and converted
many to the Gospel, Spiller said.
The couple was still knocking doors
with the visitation ministry until the
pandemic hit.
“They never sat down. They’re
active,” their daughter explained.
“When it came time to do a meal,
mother would do a roast and two or
three chocolate pies.”
Oh, those pies.
How would you describe Irene?
Gordon: “Feisty. And I may be in
trouble, but she’s a little on the hyper
side.”
Laughter.
Irene: “No, I am not.”
Gordon: “But then she’s got a good,
giving side, too. She’s always doing for
the family and everybody else.”
Quiet.
Gordon: “I’m teasing.”
Irene: “I say I hold my own.”
Laughter.

S

piller prefers to think of her
mother as elegant rather than
feisty, describing her as a beautiful woman.
“She is, for her age, one of the
most beautiful women you’ll see,”
Spiller said, and described her
taste and style as pristine. But the
daughter agrees about the giving
side. “She spoils the people that
she loves. She will do anything for
almost anyone until they become
hurtful. She’s just a good Christian
example of what I believe Christ
wants us to be.”
Son Larry sides with his dad.
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Minister/Mission Leader Search (Christ-based life reversal from a lost lifestyle)
Seeking members of the body of Christ to help us find the right person or couple that may have a background
in addiction, or a formerly incarcerated criminal, or any type of a Christ-based life reversal from a lost lifestyle.
This advertisement marks the first recruitment ad to find a mission leader for a December 15, 2020, launch of
this faith-based sober-living residence. A 1981 convicted felon and former white collar criminal has recently
converted (Gilbert was baptized into Christ in August 2017) and has relocated from Boston, Mass., to Charles
City, Iowa, in search of God's purpose for his life. Now, he is the owner of a financially stable and growing
hospitality finance company (Hartwood Hospitality Labs, Inc.), converting older rural motels into apartments
that open doors via employment and entrepreneurship opportunities in each new property purchased. This is
an opportunity for future advancement. The mission leader selected for this location will join staff as a mission
leader in a sober-living resident ministry from inside a successful company led by a devoted follower of Christ.
This mission leader would become part of a family of staff members that consist of a variety of former addicts,
formerly incarcerated, abused single mothers, homeless individuals and other troubled people who have
opened their hearts to Jesus Christ. This comes during a time of growing social ills such as addiction, crime,
and persecution of the church. Contact: Gilbert Starble, rejvcap@gmail.com, (641) 330-1524.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY FAMILY

JOIN THE FAMILY IN CELEBRATING: Send cards for Gordon and Irene Wallace
to the Faith Village Church of Christ, 4100 McNiel Ave., Wichita Falls, TX 76308.
“She’s got a heart as big as gold,
but she’s feisty as she can be.
She’s a little bitty thing. She’s
96 years old, and reminds me of
the Energizer bunny — nothing
seems to stop her or slow her
down. She’s got a big heart. She
does things for people. She makes
pies for people at church — she’s
famous for her pies.” Really.
How would you describe
Gordon?
Irene: “Oh, I’d never get through
with that. He’s gentle, sweet, wonderful, a good husband, the best.”
Gordon: “She’ll take that all back
in an hour.”
Laughter.
Irene: “I will not. He’s just
wonderful.”

E

veryone agrees Gordon is the
quiet one.
Keller, their longtime friend
and church secretary, described
Gordon as very quiet. “But if he
has something to say, he says
it. He’s never disrespectful — a
gentleman all the way.”
Spiller also talked about his
wonderful sense of humor, saying,
“He’s a real positive man.” And, she
said, a real neatnik, in his physical
appearance and in the meticulous
way he kept his yard, continuing to
mow and trim the bushes himself
until neuropathy made that too difficult a year or so ago.
“He’s a gentle, humble man,” she
said.
And he sang.
“He always led singing,” his
daughter said. “I do not remember

when he did not lead. He has a
beautiful voice and sang at funerals
and weddings. When they’d go to
Uncle Charlie’s, they’d sit out on
the porch with hymn books and
everybody sing. We sang in the
car. He sang while shaving.”
His son calls him the Rock of
Gibraltar. “He’s been the most
constant influence in my life,”
Larry said. “He never wavers, just
steady as a rock. He’s always been
even tempered. He’s a good man, a
good man.”
Both of his children describe
him as handsome and boast that
at almost 97 he doesn’t have a
wrinkle. Karen even provided a
close-up to prove it.
“They’re wonderful parents,”
Larry added. “I couldn’t ask for
better parents. I’m so blessed.”
When Irene and Gordon reflect
for a moment on Gordon’s years as
a song leader, he tries to recall the
name of his favorite song to lead.
Irene remembers, “Wonderful
Story of Love.” Yes, he agrees,
that’s it. He loved so many songs,
but that one was easy to lead.
Irene: “He was a very good song
leader.”
Gordon: “That’s not quite true.
That’s an overstatement.”
Irene: “Everybody bragged on
you.”
Gordon: “Don’t flower this up.
We’re just plain, simple people.
Sometimes I think we had a dull
life, but we’ve been blessed.”
Irene: “Huh! We had a wonderful
life!”
Laughter.
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Milestones
Anniversary

74th: Hubert
and Walterrene
Hartin. Oct. 15,
1946. Church of
Christ Downtown
in Cedar Hill,
Texas.

Memorials
Nancy Chapman
1923-2020

Nancy Ruth Mullaney Chapman
of Dallas, Texas, went Home on July
12, 2020 at the age of 97. She was
predeceased by her
firstborn son, Adair
Pinckney Chapman
III (Buz) on July 12,
1952, and by Adair
Pinckney Chapman,
Jr., her devoted
husband of 72 years,
who passed from
this life on July
12, 2013. Nancy is survived by one
daughter, Nancy Jan Chapman-Green
and one son, Larry Lynn Chapman;
two granddaughters, Lauren Noland
and Kristen Stewart and their mother
Sharon Schwartz Chapman; and four
great-grandchildren.
Nancy met Adair in the Patti Cobb
Cafeteria at Harding College. They
married in 1941, and when he felt led
to become a minister, she grew to
fully embrace her role and responsibilities as a minister’s wife. They
shared an urgent call and strong love
for those who did not know the Lord.
Many years of local Church of Christ
ministry were spent in Kansas City,
Kan., Athens, Ga., and Port Arthur
and Dallas, Texas. Through the First
Century Way of the Cross Ministry,
a charitable organization created by
Adair and Nancy, they were instrumental in planting and strengthening churches across the South
and Midwest. Each congregation
continues in the Lord’s work today.
When the ministry established a
nursing home in Fort Worth, Texas,

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.
to assist elderly ministers and others
in need, Nancy became a Certified
Dietary Manager to lead that department. Their final work was as strong
advocates to address the inner-city
Dallas needs of both aging members
and the homeless population who
attend Main Street Church of Christ
(former Peak and Eastside), where
Adair served as an elder.
Nancy attended Bible Study
Fellowship both as a student and
a leader for 23 years. She loved to
learn and conscientiously studied her
Bible daily. She enjoyed many happy
days meeting friends for lunch and
playing Duplicate Bridge. Awarded
a Lifetime Membership by Texas
Garden Clubs, Inc., Nancy lived by
her personal motto, “Keep making
new friends.” God blessed her family
with her continued good mind and
radiant smile to the very end.
Nancy left an enormous legacy
of love, wisdom, faith, and prayer
“without ceasing.” Her greatest
love was for the Lord and her very
blessed family. Her very last joyful
words to them were, “I love you. I am
leaving. I want to go Home. Goodbye!
Goodbye! Goodbye! Goodbye!”

Frank Graves
1930-2020
Frank Winn Graves, 90, arrived in
Wichita, Kan., on Jan. 21, 1930, and
departed from Pueblo, Colo., Oct.
21, 2020. He graduated from Central
High School in
1948 and went to
Abilene Christian
College from 19481950 where he met
his future bride,
Anna Louise (Pat).
He continued his
education and went
to A&M (now CSU)
in 1953 where he received a bachelor’s degree in Animal Husbandry.
Frank also joined the Army in 1953
at the tail end of the Korean War and
served three years as a clerk typist

in Military Specialty Operations.
During this time, he married his
sweet Pat in 1954.
Additionally he received his
teaching degree and taught mathematics for two years at Keating Jr.
High and moved to Pitts Jr. High for
one year where he started teaching
history. He then moved to East High
for six years and continued to teach
history. He took a one-year sabbatical
to get his master’s degree from New
Mexico Highlands University. He
laughed about being a slow learner
and returned to Central High School
where he first started and taught
there until he retired in January 1990.
His teaching was not just limited to
school. He also shared his knowledge and love of history with family
by sharing times together in beautiful
and special places in Colorado. Many
fond memories include picnicking
at San Isabel Lake, staying in cabins
at the lodge, hiking to Marion Mine,
and exploring historical places such
as the Alpine Tunnel.
Frank unselfishly worked hard
throughout the years to take care
of all of his family’s needs. He spent
many summers roofing to earn
additional money and also served as
treasurer for the Pueblo Education
Association until 2000.
Even more important to Frank
was to lead his family spiritually. He
had an unending love for the Lord
and enjoyed singing and leading
the congregation in joyful praise
to the Lord. He also taught many
classes concerning the history of
Christianity and how it relates to
current modern day living. His family
will always be grateful for his loving
example of being a strong Christian
husband, father, and friend.
Frank was preceded in death by
his wife, Anna Louise (Pat) Graves
and his parents, Birdie Juanita and
Frank Funk Graves. Frank was also
preceded in death by his three older
sisters, Virginia, Betty, and Connie.
Frank is survived by his children
Patti (Jim) Altmix, Stephen (Carolyn)
Graves, and Gayle (Jon) Junker. He
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ARE YOU RETIRED?
OR WORK REMOTELY FROM HOME?
CAN YOU LIVE ANYWHERE YOU CHOOSE?
If so, please consider joining a congregation
of the Lord’s Church in central Wisconsin!
Wausau has a small-town atmosphere with
all the conveniences of a big city, in a scenic
setting. Our church family consists mostly of
life-long Christians & is fully self -supporting.
We invite YOU to join us! Visit our website:

MountainViewCofC.org
and click “Mission Opportunity” for more info.

CALENDAR
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
schedules are subject to change.
Please contact event organizers
for updates.
Dec. 5 Live Webinar. Hope for
Haiti’s Children. (866) 314-9330.
info@hopeforhaitischildren.org. See
HopeForHaitisChildren.org/coffee.
Jan. 21-23, 2021 SIBI Sunset
Vision Workshop Online. (800)
658-9553. See sunset.bible.
Feb. 7-11, 2021 Freed-Hardeman
Bible Lectureship. Henderson, Tenn.
(800) FHU-FHU1. See fhu.edu/
lectureship.
Feb. 20, 2021 Harding University
Distinguished Lecture Series
— Stephen M.R. Covey. Benson
Auditorium. Searcy, Ark. (501)
279-4497. www.harding.edu/asi.
May 25-28, 2021 Harbor: The
Pepperdine Bible Lectures. Malibu,
Calif. (310) 506-4270. See pepperdine.
edu/harbor.
June 3-7, 2021 Blue Ridge Family
Encampment. Retreat at Center Hill
Lake, Smithville, Tenn. (615) 597-4298.
See info.timothyhill.org/2020-blueridge-family-encampment-reunion.
June 9-11, 2021 Thomas H.
Olbricht Christian Scholars’ Conference 2021. Lipscomb University,
Nashville, Tenn. Email: David.Fleer@
Lipscomb.edu. See lipscomb.edu/
events.
June 18, 2021 2021 Legacy of
Love Benefit Dinner & Auction.
Lilyfield. Tulsa, Okla. (405) 216-5240.
FULL CALENDAR: www.christianchronicle.org
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Milestones
was blessed with 11 grandchildren, 11
great-grandchildren, seven nephews
and one niece.
A memorial service was held at
the Southwest Church of Christ on
Saturday, October 24, 2020.
RUTH BYRNE

Steve Byrne, Ernie Bailey and Kevin
Slagill are the newly installed elders of
the Church of Christ at Pearl Harbor, the
largest Church of Christ in Hawaii.

NEWSMAKERS
APPOINTED: Verlon Johnson, member
of the Park Forest Church of Christ in
Matteson, Ill., as senior vice president for
corporate strategy for
CNSI, a leading business
solutions provider in
developing and delivering
innovative health
information technology
solutions. Courtney
Curtis, member of the
Edmond Church of
Johnson
Christ in Oklahoma, as
controller at Oklahoma
Christian Academy, a
preK-12 Christian school in
Edmond. Lisa Merchant,
as chair of the Texas
State Board of Examiners
of Marriage and Family
Therapists. Merchant
serves as assistant
Merchant
professor and chair of
marriage and family studies and director of
the marriage and family therapy program at
Abilene Christian University in Texas.
RECORD ENROLLMENT: Heritage
Christian University in Florence, Ala.,
had a record 210 for-credit and audit
students this past summer. This fall, the
university has 206 for-credit and audit
students, the second most in its history.
LAND SALE: Rochester University in
Rochester Hills, Mich., sold 7.9 acres of its
property for $2.5 million, which improves
the university’s financial standing
while also ensuring improvements to
the campus and the local community,
officials said. Pulte Homes purchased
land on the northeast side of campus for
a new townhome community called The
Groves at Rochester Hills.

Max Lynn Dobson
1939-2020
Max Lynn Dobson claimed victory
over this life on Oct. 28, 2020. He
walked with God
on this earth and is
now comforted by
his Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Max
was born on July 27,
1939, in Oklahoma
City to Vernon and
Geraldine. He was
reared by his Uncle
Don and Aunt Louise Edwards. Max
largely grew up in the rural community of Waukomis, Okla. Farm life
aided in his development of a strong
work ethic. He attended Pioneer
School, where he was an All-State
basketball player. Max was awarded
a scholarship to play basketball
for Henry Iba at Oklahoma State
University. He later transferred
to Phillips University to play both
basketball and baseball. Max earned
a Bachelor of Science in Education
from Phillips University, a Master
of Education from Northwestern
Oklahoma State University and
a Doctorate of Education from
Oklahoma State University. Max
married Ramona Vanderwork on June
1, 1958. They were blessed with three
children and had a close and loving
relationship until her death over 42
years later. Following Ramona’s death,
Max married Marilyn Kelly Forrester.
Max and Marilyn enjoyed a beautiful
marriage for the past 18 years.
In 1966, Max and Ramona moved
to Edmond, Okla., where Max had
accepted an offer to teach and coach
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continued

at Oklahoma Christian University. He
gave tirelessly to Oklahoma Christian,
his students, teams and community.
Max was rewarded for his more than
47 years of service to OC. He received
the University’s Gaylord Chair of
Distinguished Teaching. His professional organization, the Oklahoma
Association of Health, Physical
Education and Recreation, granted
him their annual Honor Award for his
contributions to Physical Education.
Max also received the Oklahoma
Christian Faculty Leadership Award.
During his coaching tenure, his
baseball teams were consistently
successful, including a 3rd place
finish in the nation. Max founded
the women’s basketball program
at Oklahoma Christian, and his
basketball teams were also highly
successful, including many titles
and championships. He had the
pleasure of coaching numerous
All-Americans in both baseball and
basketball. Max was inducted into
the Oklahoma Christian University
Athletic Hall of Fame in 1995 and the
National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics Baseball Hall of Fame in
1996. He received the OKC Thunder
Community Hero Award in 2012 for
his work with Edmond’s special needs
students. Max was inducted into
Oklahoma Christian’s Master Teacher
Hall of Fame in 2014. Max’s most
treasured reward is the immense and
positive impact he had on those he
touched. For 54 years, Max served
Memorial Road Church of Christ.
He worked diligently in the church
as a teacher, deacon and elder. Max
was an exemplary husband, father,
grandfather, brother, teacher, coach,
mentor, friend and man of God. Max’s
family cherishes their time spent with
him. He was a bright light in each of
their lives, showering them with love,
care and much humor. Max’s ultimate
goal and greatest mission was to
make it to heaven, which he has now
achieved.

Max was preceded in death by
his beloved wife, Ramona; his sister,
Lana Pray; his father, Vernon; his
mother, Geraldine; his Uncle Don and
Aunt Louise. Max is survived by his
dedicated and loving wife, Marilyn; his
three children, Tami Robbins, Todd
Dobson and Teri Mueller and their
spouses Bill Robbins, Dee Dobson
and Scott Mueller; step-daughter Anna
Jane Perrey and her husband Chris;
seven granddaughters; three grandsons; one great-granddaughter and one
great-grandson. He is also survived by
his brother, Gary Dobson, and sister,
Judy Lamb.
Stella “Sue”
Wilson, 86. Oct. 25,
2020. Edmond, Okla.

Sandra Day,
74. Aug. 27, 2020.
Midwest City, Okla.

With Appreciation
The Christian Chronicle appreciates
and acknowledges generous gifts
received during these COVID times
in honor of the Christian Chronicle
staff, Emma & Herminio Delgado,
Joe Ogg, Bennett Ross, Lynn &
Holly Shinsky, Fanchion Walker,
and Roy Williams; and in memory of
David Arnold, James Campbell, Gene
Catterton, Deloris Cox, Doris Darling,
Carmelita Ferguson, Lillie B. Fletcher,
Adath Hudson, Harold & Madge
Neiswander, Lloyd & Margaret Ross,
and Joyce Williams.
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Amid COVID-19, missionaries face
incredible stress, but we can help
“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”
— 1 Peter 5:7, New International Version

M

issionaries are generally
internet access, they printed Bible
hearty and resilient. They
lessons and delivered them weekly.
are flexible, adaptable and
I know a missionary couple who
driven by a sacred mission.
get up at 3 every morning so they
But as this pandemic grinds
can get on their knees and
In the Word ask God to guide them.
on, so do their levels of pressure and tension.
But they are getting tired.
Many missionaries live in
These missionaries are
areas where medical care
driven by a divine calling,
is inadequate. Hospitals are
but the pace has been
overcrowded, lack supplies
exhausting. They carry
and may not have access
tremendous burdens of care
to ventilators. Borders and
for their church family. Some
airports are closed or have
have lost their financial
Becky Holton
limited access.
support; some fear they will.
Their small apartments are
Many feel distant and disconnot only their homes but also their
nected from their sending churches.
schools, their church offices and,
There are two things we can do:
often, their quarantine quarters.
• First, send a missionary a
Many countries have had such deep message of encouragement. They
restrictions that children have not
really don’t need to hear about probbeen allowed outdoors. Adults can
lems, church challenges or national
only leave their homes two to three
unrest. But they do need to know
times a week for basic necessities.
they are loved and not forgotten.
Missionaries who have been
• Second, as they live and work
creative and tenacious in finding
on the front lines, they need people
ways to care for their church
who will battle in prayer for them. I
members have inspired me. They
wonder what would happen if we all
quickly moved their worship
fell to our knees and asked God to
services, children’s classes and
help them.
Bible studies online. They designed
ways to safely baptize people and
BECKY HOLTON is director of missionary care for
provide food when unemployment
Great Cities Missions. She and her husband, Kerry,
rates spiraled. For members without live in Loveland, Colo.
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EDITORIAL

Seeking hope amid the stress

S

tress. So much stress. Can
we might use, do or consume in
you feel it? No doubt many of
excess to escape reality. Whether
us can.
dangerous by nature or only
Turning the pages of The
harmful if used incorrectly, the
Christian Chronicle, the stressedoutcome will be the same.
out ministers, stressed-out voters
• Our health is vital. We must
and stressed-out students pursuing
make sure to include our spiritual,
a pandemic-era education — with
emotional and mental well-being
required masks and no hugs — are along with the physical as we care
impossible to miss.
for ourselves. We also must be
Stressed-out missionaries? See
alert for symptoms that may indithe column to the left.
cate professional help is required
As we approach
and seek that out.
Christmas and move
• Stay
‘As we approach
through the final
connected.
Christmas and move Regardless of our
days of 2020, we long
to turn the metathrough the final days of individual situphorical page on this
ations, most of
2020, we long to turn the us are finding
despairing year.
A new year can
metaphorical page on ourselves at home
infuse us with hope
more often. While
this despairing year.’ this is a necessary
and remind us that
while the things of this
precaution during
world do, indeed, pass
this unprecedented
away (1 Corinthians 7:31), God’s
health crisis, it can lead to lonelipromises are eternal.
ness and a feeling of separation
Yet the coming year is poised
from our church family and God, in
to be stressful because of the
particular, if not addressed.
baggage it carries. If we acknowl•Look for opportunities to
edge this and prayerfully address
reach out even as you stay in, and
it now, we can do much to reframe
get creative about spending time
our own thinking and help transwith God in your home worship
form the outcome.
setting as well as in private prayer
How might we best prepare now
and Bible reading time.
to cope later?
We wish you a holiday season
• Resist the urge to self-mediand a new year ahead filled with
cate or find crutches — whatever
God’s love, mercy and care.
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Full-Time Youth Minister Search (Immediate Placement)
The Canyon View Church of Christ in San Diego, Calif., is searching for a full-time Youth and Family
Minister to lead, serve and grow a group of 10+ students and their families. We are primarily seeking a
married man with a supportive, involved wife. We are seeking a minister who is a graduate of a Church of
Christ-affiliated university or Bible Institute/School of Preaching. His degree or emphasis of study should be
in Youth and Family Ministry, Bible and Ministry, or other relevant Biblical study. His ministry will emphasize
developing Jr. High through High School students into mature, saved, spiritually strong Christian young
adults. His work will be to equip them to share the Good News, be engaged in service, and be involved in
missions. He is to create relationships with each child, their families, and the church as a whole. This will be
accomplished by teaching the Bible with an emphasis on Bible Basics including "How to Become a Christian." His ministry will also include being involved in the life of our congregation as a minister and member.
Please send resume to: cvoffice@canyonview.org or 4292 Balboa Ave, San Diego, CA 92117
• (858) 273-5140 • www.canyonview.org • Congregation size: 250 • Contact Name: Tim Biffle

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BEN WILES

Ben Wiles with Alex Trebek on the set of “Jeopardy!” when Wiles was a contestant.

For aspiring ‘Knowers of All
Things,’ Trebek was an exemplar
BY BEN WILES | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

here is a verse in one of
Peter’s letters that says,
“Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks
you ...” (1 Peter 3:15).
I was the kid who took that verse
way out of context, way too literally. I
wanted to be a Knower of Things, no
matter how random the Thing.
Indiana and Illinois are the only
states that border each other in real
life and on the Monopoly board.
In pi, you have to go 26 digits
past the decimal point before you
hit a zero. As long as there was the
chance that someone might ask me,
I wanted to be able to tell them.
In sixth grade, my middle school
announced that the vice principal
was going to be on a game show,
“Jeopardy!” We should all watch. I was
intoxicated by the format — 60 rapidfire questions about literally anything.
Now I knew not only that I could be
asked anything, but also who would
do the asking: Alex Trebek.
My turn came on Nov. 1, 2004. It
went ... OK, or about as well as could
be expected when the defending
champion has already won 63 games
in a row. Of the 61 responses I was
asked for, I knew 40 and was able to

get in on the buzzer for 10 of them,
only twice getting Alex’s gentle
correction of my pronunciations.
(Apparently neither “Nabokov” nor
“kibbutz” are accented on the first
syllable. If people are going to learn
English by watching Jeopardy, Alex
was going to make sure they learned
it properly.)
Alex Trebek was a Knower of
Things. For Alex, and for the players
he welcomed into his studio five
nights a week for 36-plus years, the
curiosity that leads to knowledge was
a character trait to be celebrated.
At a time when American culture
was (or maybe still is) not always
welcoming to Knowers of Things,
Alex Trebek was our biggest
cheerleader.
There are always more Things
to Know. And at the risk of taking
another verse from Peter wildly out
of context, when people of good
character seek to Know, that curiosity
eventually leads to Love.
BEN WILES is chaplain for Ascension Saint Thomas
regional hospitals in rural Tennessee. He earned
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Lipscomb
University in Nashville, Tenn., and a Master of Divinity
from Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson, Tenn.
He and his family worship with the Pleasant Cove
Church of Christ in McMinnville, Tenn.

Oklahoma Christian University is a diverse community of scholars and learners, of seekers
and sowers, all committed in service to a common mission to transform lives for Christian faith,
scholarship and service. OC is committed to hiring employees who are actively engaged in a life of
Christian discipleship as we strive to create an employment culture that encourages faculty and
staff to lean into the university’s Christian mission with an emphasis on authenticity and unity,
not uniformity.

Faculty Positions
Tenure Track or Visiting:
Computer Science
Gaming and Animation
Nursing

Adjunct Online:

Bible
Communication
History
Human Development
Humanities
Language and Literature
Natural and Health Sciences
Political Science
Psychology

Adjunct On-Campus:
Chemistry

Staff Positions
Spiritual Life Office Assistant
Maintenance Technician--Facilities
Instructional Designer
Application instructions and descriptions of each position are available at oc.edu/hr.
Oklahoma Christian University is a private liberal arts university affiliated with the Churches of Christ. The University
complies with all employment law regarding race, color, age, sex, national origin, marital status, military service, and
disability. As a religious educational institution, the University is permitted by law to consider religious beliefs and practices in making employment decisions, and the University does so to achieve its mission. Such consideration includes
preference for qualified candidates who are members of the Church of Christ.
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Word Find: The joy of shoe boxes
By Betty Hollister | For The Christian Chronicle

our promise to you:

Biblically Responsible Investing
Find the following words about shoe box gifts. They can be forward, backward, up,
down and diagonal. The unused 46 letters form a sentence. See page 34.

TheSolomonFoundation.org

4.65% APY

5 Year Certificate

3.56% APY

3 Year Certificate

2.99% APY

1 Year Certificate

4.65% APY is based on a minimum investment of $10,000 for a term of 5 years. 3.565%
APY is based on a minimum investment of $10,000 for a term of 3 years. 2.99% APY is
based on a minimum investment of $500 for a term of 1 year. The content and material
contained herein are not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy Investment Certiﬁcates of The Solomon Foundation. The offer is made solely by and through our Offering
Circular, which you should read carefully before making an investment decision. The Investment Certiﬁcates are subject to certain risk factors as described in the Offering Circular.
Investment Certiﬁcates are offered and sold only in states where authorized. Investment
Certiﬁcates of The Solomon Foundation are not insured by the FDIC, SIPC or any other
governmental agency. TSF has the right to call Certiﬁcates for redemption at any time upon
sixty (60) days written notice. In such event, interest will be paid to the date of redemption.

• ADORATION
• ADORNS
• ANGELIC
• ANSWERS
• ANTICIPATION
• BELIEVERS
• CELEBRATION
• COMPASSIONATE
• CRAYONS
• DEDICATION
• DIVIDEND
• DONATING
• DUTIES

• EDUCATION
• ENCOURAGING
• ENDURANCE
• ENTHUSIASM
• EVENT
• EVERLASTING
• EXCEPTIONAL
• GRACIOUS
• HELPING
• HOPEFUL
• LIGHTS
• LISTEN
• LOVINGLY

• MOTIVATE
• NATIVITY
• NECKLACE
• NEIGHBOR
• NEUTRAL
• NOVELTIES
• NURTURE
• PACKAGES
• PARENTS
• PARTICIPATION
• PRAYERS
• PSALMS
• REASON

• RECREATION
• RIGHTEOUS
• SACRED
• SALVATION
• SAMARITAN’S
PURSE
• SENSITIVE
• SHIPPING
• TRAINING
• TRUSTING
• TRUTHFUL
• UNUSUAL
• VERSES
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Where Learning Is a Team Sport.
800.933.7601 or 806.720.7151

|

LCU.edu

LCUAd_Crossword.indd 7

The Christian Chronicle Crossword

By Henry Huffard | missions minister, Hillsboro Church of Christ, Nashville, Tenn.

ACROSS
1.
4.
9.
12.
13.
14.
16.
17.
18.
20.
21.
23.
25.
27.
28.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
37.
38.

39.
41.
42.
43.
44.

Happy tails.
Brother jailed while others
leave Egypt to get Benjamin.
Song “Far and ___.”
Treated swollen ankle.
“___, you have nothing to draw
with” (John 4:11).
Restoration preacher Larimore.
Note that follows fa.
Young David needed S or M
armor, but Saul’s was ___.
Relieved God provided a
sacrifice.
Greek prefix for “out” for words
such as “church” (called out).
Direction the wise men came
from.
Large deer cousin.
“Weeping and gnashing of ___”
(Matthew 8:12).
“___ once they left their nets and
followed him” (Matthew 4:20).
What the rich man cared more
about than his soul (two words).
Second book of prophet
Jeremiah (abbreviation).
Lion in the stars.
This cola with a Moon Pie was
working man’s meal in the 1950s.
Be quiet!
Word with the same meaning.
Grecian container.
“No one who puts his hand to
the plow and looks back is ___
for service in the kingdom of
God” (Luke 9:62).
Age to age the same.
Note that follows mi.
Usually suitable for teens and
older.
Where Joseph’s silver cup was
found — Benjamin’s ____.
Don’t eat this bird
(Deuteronomy 14).

47. A wall-building prophet.
50. “Vey ___ mir!” Yiddish for “Woe
is me!”
51. Danger in Daniel’s den.
53. Hannah’s condition before
Samuel.
54. Renowned for her smile.
56. Relation to Christ where
blessings are (Ephesians 1).
57. The word of God “judges the
thoughts and attitudes of the ___”
(Hebrews 4:12).
59. The note that follows sol.
60. “Son of” in Aramaic.
62. Farm dept.
63. “... in all these things we ___
more than conquerors ...”
(Romans 8:37).

64. Restaurant’s need.
65. “He who has ears, let him ____”
66. Appointed in churches at
the end of Paul’s first
missionary journey.
67. Let your “yes” be this.

DOWN
1.
2.
3.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Virgins of Matthew 25 (three
words).
__ ___ of many colors (two words)
Some toothpastes, hair products.
Surrounded by water.
The note that follows re.
A face on Page 34 (two words).
ATLA abstracts for Matthew
through Revelation.

3/30/20 3:55 PM

10. First stop at hospital after a
serious accident.
11. Main characters in parable
about the afterlife (two words).
15. Rooftop bather.
19. Many use instead of AD.
20. Between Zeta and Theta (also
when you think you’ll land).
22. “When the day of Pentecost
came, ___ were all in one place”
(Acts 2:1).
24. Abbreviation for communion.
26. A Hebrew name for God.
29. Between Greece and Sicily (two
words).
30. Where Wile E. Coyote gets
supplies.
32. Sharing the gospel while
helping non-native speakers
improve their English.
36. National Association of
Professors of Hebrew.
37. U.S. president No. 18 (initials).
40. Acronym for mothers who do
not work outside the home.
45. Final outcome of Revelation’s
battle for those who believe.
46. “___ I am with you always”
(Matthew 28:20 KJV).
48. Female parent.
49. He shall not eat.
50. Silly, foolish, idiotic.
52. Neighbor state to VT.
55. “To ___ is better than sacrifice”
(1 Samuel 15:22).
58. Dispensation, such as
Patriarchal.
61. Partner to 48 down.

BIBLE BOWLING
Questions from Revelation,
the theme of Leadership
Training for Christ 2021.
1. Revelation includes John’s
letters to how many churches?
2. Name them. 3. Where were
these churches located?
CROSSWORD SOLUTION and Bible Bowling
answers on Page 34.
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Some of the best from a very bad 2020

O

n New Year’s Day 2020, I
surrendering anxiety and trusting
looked ahead with anticipa- God, negative thought patterns that
tion. Trips were set, plans
keep you stuck, the science behind
were made and adventure
why thoughts can change your life
awaited.
and your power to confront
In Print
On March 2, I
and overcome fears.
posted on Facebook, “I just
Allen also hosts a popular
experienced the best week
podcast, “Made for This,”
of my year so far (trust me,
where she discusses topics
it’ll only get better)!”
like, “The Emotional Impact
Seventeen days later, I
of 2020,” “How to Hope for
posted pictures of empty
What You Can’t See” and
shelves in my local grocery
“Practical Help for Life in a
store.
Pandemic.”
Laura Akins
The world had shut down
— and none of us saw
Katherine and Jay Wolf. “Suffer
it coming. While I lived in sweatStrong: How to Survive Anything
pants, neglected basic self care and
by Redefining Everything.”
struggled to work from home with
Zondervan, 2020. 224 pages. $24.99.
four kids and a husband hovering
“If ever there were a story of sickaround, others flourished during
ness, hope and God’s deep love in
quarantine: writing books, recording the midst of heartache, these two
podcasts and creating content to
know how to tell it,” my cousin
help people like me keep going.
Jennifer Schmidt wrote on Facebook
And for that, I am thankful.
as she challenged friends and family
I’ve gathered here a few favorites
to read this book with her.
of 2020, according to me and my
In “Hope Heals,” Jay and
friends. I hope you find something
Katherine Wolf share the story of
to encourage, redirect your path or
Katherine surviving a near-fatal
strengthen your faith as you head
brain stem stroke at age 26. In
into a new year.
“Suffer Strong,” the couple shares
Because who knows what’s
what they’ve since learned — that
coming next.
suffering is not the end but rather
the beginning of a new story.
BOOKS
The Wolfs share universal lessons
Jennie Allen. “Get Out of Your
that help us recognize we aren’t
Head: Stopping the Spiral of Toxic
cursed by our story. The couple
Thoughts.” WaterBrook, 2020. 256
disrupts the myth that joy can only
pages. $23.99.
be found in a pain-free life. We can
The start of the pandemic trigthrive —even in lives we never imaggered a
ined living.
post-traumatic
“I know
stress disorder that I need
flare-up for
to read what
my friend,
they have to
McKenzie
say,” Schmidt
Ross. So she
wrote. “Maybe
picked up this
you need to
book.
hear their
“My mind
message as
was running
well?”
away with
The couple
negative
also has a
thoughts,”
five-star show
Ross said. “These words breathed
called “Suffer Strong Podcast”
life into my situation and reminded
where they take a deeper dive “with
me that God is bigger than my
unexpected humor and powerful
thoughts and the pandemic.”
vulnerability,” according to the
This timely book explores:
Apple Podcasts description.

Becky Thompson and Susan K. Pitts.
“Midnight Mom Devotional: 365
Prayers to Put Your Momma Heart
to Rest.” WaterBrook, 2020. 384 pages.
$15.99.
Before the “Midnight Mom
Devotional” book, there was just a
Facebook group by the same name.
“I have been following the
‘Midnight
Mom
Devotional’
Facebook page
for a couple
of years now,”
said Lindsey
Hix, who found
the page while
up many times
a night nursing
her youngest
daughter. “The
posts were
always relatable, always timely and
always that nudge from God that I
needed to hear, right when I needed
to hear it.”
But as the Facebook page grew to
more than 940,000 followers, the site
creators decided to turn their devotionals into a book. This small, fat
book has a page for each day of the
year — find today’s date and read a
meditation or a prayer for mommas
in all circumstances.
A friend gifted this book to Hix
when her husband, an ICU nurse,
moved out of their house in the
early days of the pandemic to
protect their family.
“This book gave me the opportunity to pray for others at a time
when I selfishly cried out to God for
myself and my own situation,” said
Hix, who has since gifted this book
to many of her mom friends.
Bob Goff. “Dream Big: Know What
You Want, Why You Want it, and
What You’re Going to Do About
it.” Thomas Nelson, 2020. 256 pages.
$26.99.
Goff, the New York Times bestselling author of “Love Does” and
“Everybody, Always” is on a mission
to help people recapture the version
of their lives they dreamed about
before fear started calling the shots.
Can’t you just hear his hearty laugh

as he challenges you to dream big?
Unlike his other books, which
were compilations of encouraging
stories, this book is a version of the
Dream Big workshop he’s offered
the last few years, Sherry Bingham
said. Goff’s latest book encourages
the reader to identify their dreams,
define them and come up with a
specific plan
to achieve
them.
“I really like
Bob’s style
— his encouragement that
it’s never too
late to begin
and also that
it’s never too
late to stop
doing something so that
we can choose something better,”
said Bingham, who kicked off my
church’s first book club with this
title. “As a Christian, I love that he
encourages us not to just get through
life, but live it with purpose.”
“Dream Big” offers the actionable
steps you need to get a jump-start
on your goals.
Mark E. Powell, John Mark Hicks,
Greg McKinzie. “Discipleship in
Community: A Theological Vision
for the Future.” Leafwood Publishers,
2020. 192 pages. $17.99.
Western churches face a difficult future, marked by numerical
decline and
evident signs
of shrinking
cultural
influence.
“Discipleship
in Community”
asks the
church to go
back to basics,
according to
the book’s
Amazon page.
What does it
mean to follow Jesus? What does a
life of discipleship look like?
Trusted scholars — Powell,
Hicks and McKinzie — invite you
to consider how good theology
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can lead to better, more intentional
discipleship.
“This book takes a brief look at
our history to elevate the conversation of where our movement is
going. Or more importantly, where
we should be going,” said my
husband, minister Travis Akins.
“The historical journey taken in
these chapters are not to simply
reflect on better times but rather
to serve as a launching pad for the
future and a foundation to which
Churches of Christ can restore for
the sake of Christ’s church.”
In the words of the authors, “The
hard intellectual work remains.”
This book attempts to tackle that
work.

STREAMING TELEVISION

Dallas Jenkins. “The Chosen.”
Historical drama. 2020. Eight episodes.
Hosted by the VidAngel app.
“The Chosen” is the first multiseason television series based on
the life of Jesus, as seen through the
eyes of those who met him. I was
a little apprehensive, assuming it
would be another stale Jesus movie.
Boy, was I wrong.
My husband and I downloaded

VIDANGEL STUDIOS

for me. I truly saw Jesus as a human
for the first time.
Season two, which just began
production, will explore the building
of Jesus’ group of disciples. No word
on when that will be released yet,
but you bet I’ll be looking out for it.
To watch season one: Go to
your app store on your device and
search “The Chosen.” Once you’ve
downloaded the free app, you can
choose to watch on your phone,
iPad, computer or TV. It’s super
convenient.
If you watch one series as a family
over the holidays, make it this one.

“The Chosen” app on my phone for
free and chose the option to tether it
to our television to watch together.
We had planned to stretch it out
during the pandemic but quickly fell
in love with the show and binged it
in two nights.
I laughed. I cried. I learned new
things. And I even stood up and
cheered for Jesus at one point.
Hear me out: I’ve read the Bible
my whole life, but watching this
series brought Jesus into a new light

Jeff Orlowski. “The Social Dilemma.”
Documentary, PG-13, 2020. 1 hour, 34
minutes. Netflix.
This one is a must-watch, but not
in a good way. A documentary-drama
hybrid, “The Social Dilemma”
explores the dangerous human
impact of social networking, with
tech experts sounding the alarm on
their own creations. Ministers across
the country are responding.
“I’m a Jesus follower, not because
I get paid to work at a church, but
because I really believe there’s
nothing better to give my life to than

Jesus (Jonathan Roumie) in a scene
from episode 5 of “The Chosen.”
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the Prince of Peace,” said Jonathan
Storment, minister for the Pleasant
Valley Church of Christ in Little
Rock, Ark. “I believe that the church
is the hope of the world, and I’m
starting to believe that social media
is undermining
the church’s
mission and
witness.”
Scott Elliott,
minister for
the La Grange
Church of
Christ in Texas,
lists lessons he
learned from this
eye-opening documentary. “Social
media is not emotionally healthy for
teens and children,” he said. “Social
media encourages the division we
are seeing in our nation. Do not get
your news from social media. You are
the product. Social media is addictive
and designed to keep you online.”
(The show has some foul language,
so discretion is advised.)
LAURA AKINS is Reviews Editor for The
Christian Chronicle. Contact laura.akins@
christianchronicle.org.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
CHRISTIAN LIFE/SOCIAL ISSUES

Robert C. Beasley. The Judge
and the Left-Footed Leaders:
Judges and Ruth for Postmodern
Times. BookBaby, 2020. 223 pages,
Paperback $14.99, Kindle $9.99.
Available at Amazon.
From the author: “The Judge
and the Left-Footed
Leaders: Judges and
Ruth for Postmodern
Times” explores
the world and the
messages of the Old
Testament books of
Judges and Ruth.
The book of Judges
describes a nation
strikingly similar to the United
States at the beginning of the 21st
century. The nation of Israel at the
time was racked by violence, greed,
sexual abuse, civil war, political turmoil and racial tension. The underlying causes of such unrest were
that “people had forgotten God,” and
“everyone did what was right in their

own eyes.” In contrast, Ruth portrays
a community where people demonstrate unselfishness, kindness and
civility. Ruth is the story of an immigrant who quietly, through sacrificial
giving and faithfulness, transforms
a family and a nation. It is a story of
suffering transformed by love.
Ruth demonstrates how the
Israelites were supposed to live and
how that quality of living can infiltrate and change a culture. Judges
and Ruth were meant to be read
together. Judges is a mirror and a
warning; Ruth is a beautiful picture
and an inspiration.

he can live in heaven for eternity.
Give it to a new Christian to teach
him and to increase
his faith. Give it to
someone who needs
encouragement and
hope straight from
God’s word.
This is the perfect class book for
Christians, no matter
how long they have
been children of God. It will guide
you in finding peace and assurance
in God’s richest blessings.

CHRISTIAN NONFICTION

Ed Nill. Christianity — Why I Believe
What I Believe — Why Do You
Believe What You Believe? Boss

Donna Wittlif. God’s Desires for
You: A Biblical Guide to Salvation.
Self-published, 2020. 120 pages,
Paperback, eBook, Kindle Unlimited.
Available at Amazon.
From the author: Give “God’s
Desires for You” to someone who
is looking for God. It will show
him what God wants him to do so

LOGIC IN CHRISTIANITY

Publishing, 2020. 237 pages,
Paperback $20. Order via USPS

at: Boss Publishing, Attn: Ed Nill, 213
Webster St., Beaver Dam, WI 53916.
Provide postal mailing address and
check for $20. Or order via email at:
edbosspub@gmail.com.

From the author: This book
adheres to Paul’s admonition
in Colossians
4:6 to: “Let your
conversation be
always full of grace,
seasoned with salt…”
Scriptural references
and applicable
history are given for
each topic covered,
which include: how
to discuss Christianity with a skeptic;
what, when, and why baptism;
acquiring grace; sinner’s prayer;
Islam; the rapture; and many others.
Four rules are followed throughout
the book: 1) Jesus has all authority,
2) key words must be defined as
originally intended, 3) Conclusions
must allow inspired writers to be in
harmony, and 4) Conclusions must
follow biblical evidence.
NEW AND NOTEWORTHY submissions are
paid advertisements. Contact tonya.patton@
christianchronicle.org for rate information.
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Fair-well to Deon: Chronicle’s board
chair never forgot his native Africa
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FA C U LT Y P O S I T I O N S AVA I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
Initial application should include a letter of interest and curriculum vitae. To complete the application, three spiritual references, three professional references, and
official transcripts for all degrees earned are required.
Salary and rank are determined based on credentials and experience.
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES • DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND
BIOCHEMISTRY. Seeking a full-time faculty member with a Ph.D. in chemistry. The ideal candidate will have a background in analytical chemistry, but
other fields will be considered. Preference will be given to candidates who have
teaching experience and can mentor undergraduate research students.
Submit application materials to Dr. Cindy White, department chair, at
clwhite@harding.edu, or HU Box 12272, Searcy, AR 72149.
HARDING SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY. Seeking library director for L.M.
Graves Memorial Library. Successful candidates should have an ALA-accredited graduate degree and a second master’s degree (preferably M.Div.). Preference will be given to candidates with experience in a theological library and
those with experience in collection development. The position has an instructional component, so teaching experience is highly preferred.
Submit application materials to Jim Martin, vice president, at
jimmartin@harding.edu, or 1000 Cherry Road, Memphis, TN 38117.
These additional openings are available at harding.edu/facultyjobs:
COLLEGE OF ALLIED HEALTH • DEPARTMENT OF
EXERCISE AND SPORT SCIENCES
PAUL R. CARTER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES • DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCES
Please visit harding.edu/hr for further information on these
positions and to learn more about open staff positions.
Harding University is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not unlawfully
discriminate in employment on the basis of race, color, religion, national or
ethnic origin, age, sex, disability or prior military service.

Word Search | From Page 30
The unused 46 letters read: “CHILDREN REALLY
LOVE TO RECEIVE A SHOEBOX FULL OF GIFTS.”
Bible Bowling | From Page 31
1) Seven churches.
2) Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamon, Thyatira,
Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea.
3) Asia Minor (present-day Turkey)
SPONSOR OUR PUZZLE PAGES: Help
The Christian Chronicle serve our readers with
Bible-themed crossword and word find puzzles.
Contact tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org
or (405) 425-5070.

Crossword | From Page 31

‘M

y boss is from Africa,
services and outsourcing company.
y’know.”
He’s retired now, but Deon is one
I’m going to
of those guys who has stayed
Insight
miss saying that,
busier in retirement than
especially to our African
many of us are in our full-time
brothers and sisters. They’ve
jobs. He’s an avid cyclist and
often reacted with disbelief
a devoted grandfather. He
— and big smiles.
and his wife, Susan, are a vital
Deon Fair is stepping down
part of CARE (Christians At
from The Christian Chronicle’s
Richardson East), a Church of
board of trustees after 17
Christ in the Dallas suburbs.
years of service — the past 11
He’s never forgotten Africa,
Erik Tryggestad and his passion nowadays is
of them as chairman.
Working with my predeHeritage Christian College, a
cessor, Lynn McMillon, Deon helped higher learning institution in Ghana
guide this newspaper into financial
that seeks to transform the continent
equilibrium and a mutually beneby teaching people of faith to be entreficial relationship with our owner,
preneurs and contributors. We visited
Oklahoma Christian University.
the campus in 2009, while it was under
But he’s done a lot of cool stuff,
construction, and again last year, when
too. Deon grew up in what has to
I got to watch Deon shake hands with
be the coolest-sounding place on
the college’s first graduates as they
the planet — KwaZulu-Natal, South
got their diplomas. More big smiles.
Africa. His dad, Ian, was building a
We also visited a mission team in
house there in 1958 when a neighbor neighboring Burkina Faso on that 2009
offered him ice cream and iced tea.
trip. (We landed in the cool-sounding
The neighbor also asked Ian
capital, Ouagadougou, and ate slimy
what church he attended. Ian was
okra stew there — not as cool.)
indignant. He stewed for a day or so
While we were in the town of Dano,
and then asked the
a young boy, maybe
neighbor where he
9, died suddenly
went to church.
while playing outside.
That, of course,
It was some kind of
was all the opening
medical condition.
that the neighbor,
They had the funeral
a missionary by
the same day he died.
the name of Tex
I was shaken up,
Williams, needed.
but Deon kind of
Bible studies and
talked me through
baptisms followed.
it. He knows the
Ian became Tex’s
realities of life in
partner and evanAfrica — and the
gelized among the
urgent need there
Zulu people, even
for the Good News.
in the tumultuous
He hears the call to
days of apartheid.
empower people.
ERIK TRYGGESTAD
Once, Deon ended
Thank you, Deon,
up in police custody Deon Fair worships with a small for your dedication
because he was in a church in Burkina Faso in 2009. to real news that
Black neighborhood.
honors God.
The cops thought he and his friends
Thank you for your service to our
were political conspirators.
brothers and sisters worldwide and
They were, in fact, studying about
for your love of our ultimate boss,
something much more powerful
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
than politics.
He’s from Africa too, y’know.
In 1974, the Fairs immigrated to
Texas, and Ian taught at Abilene
ERIK TRYGGESTAD is president and CEO of The
Christian University. Deon worked for Christian Chronicle. Contact erik@christianchronicle.
Accenture, a consulting, technology
org, and follow him on Twitter @eriktryggestad.
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