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At the border,
a prayer for
‘forgotten people’
Amid deportationS and family
separations, Christians in the U.S.
and Mexico must balance the law
and the needs at their door.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Ashton Brophy, 13, visits with Sandra Rosa Vargas, a Hurricane Maria victim who lives in Arecibo, Puerto Rico.

A new day for Puerto Rico
AS HURRICANE-BATTEREd U.S. territory rebuilds, a Kentucky church sends help
and encouragement. ‘There are no words ... to thank you,’ a grateful sister says.
BY bobby ross jr. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

P

ARECIBO, Puerto Rico
unishing, back-to-back
hurricanes that wrecked this
U.S. territory nearly a year ago
swept away homes, decimated
crops, knocked out electrical
systems and ravaged families.
Hurricanes Irma and Maria
failed, however, to kill the spirits of
those in this poor, coastal community who lived through the mayhem
and work to rebuild.
Sandra Rosa Vargas is one.
On a recent weekday, the 62-yearold great-grandmother walked arm
in arm along a pitted neighborhood
sidewalk with a teenager who came

with her Kentucky church to offer
help and encouragement.
The two connected instantly,
13-year-old Ashton Brophy said,
as Vargas shared stories of her life
and offered to teach her new friend
how to cook.
“I just really love Mrs. Sandra,”
Brophy said of the widow whose
oceanside home of rocks, seashells
and cinder blocks had its roof
peeled away by winds that registered roughly 150 mph.
“She is just very sweet. … She
made lunch for us, rice and salad
and chicken. She was telling me all
about her grandbabies,” the teen
added. “I just want to do everything
See PUERTO RICO, Page 8
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Reidland church member Kelly
Walden paints the home of a
Hurricane Maria victim in Arecibo.

REYNOSA, Mexico — Virginia Chaves
knows what people think of her.
“We have a bad reputation,” says the
51-year-old Mexico City native, who
worked for years as a housekeeper
and a nanny in the U.S. — illegally. She
mowed yards and raised four children.
Her employers threatened to hand her
over to immigration if she complained
about the conditions or the pay. By 2010,
she’d had enough, she says. She turned
herself in and was deported.
Now, in this border town just south of
McAllen, Texas, she stands outside a
respite center run by the Catholic church.
She says she’s trying to get a passport so
she can return to the U.S. legally and
see her kids. Three are in their mid-20s.
The youngest is 18. They’re educated, she
says. They’ve made lives for themselves.
“I’m a hardworking lady,” Chaves
says. “I didn’t depend on the government when I was in the U.S.
“Even dogs labor to eat.”
Her words are eerily evocative of the
Canaanite woman’s response to Jesus in
Matthew 15: “Even the dogs eat the crumbs
See BORDER, Page 14
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Just south of the U.S. border, Dale
Fielder of the Pharr Church of Christ in
Texas prays with Virginia Chaves.

2

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

AUGUST 2018

august 2018

the christian chronicle

Violence in
Haiti won’t
stop mission

Utah conference
affords healthy,
respectful dialogue

T

PROVO, Utah
his is definitely not
Church of Christ
country.
Utah boasts fewer
than 1,100 adherents of
Churches of Christ — to go
along with, oh, 2 million or
so Mormons.
Suffice it to say that my
wife, Tamie,
Inside Story and I were
outnumbered during
a recent visit
to Brigham
Young
University,
the flagship
university of
Bobby Ross Jr.
the Church
of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Nonetheless, we had a
terrific time and got to know
kind people with different
beliefs from our own.
“I understand Campbell
is a pretty important name
in Churches of Christ,” Joel
Campbell said, smiling,
as handshakes and introductions were made. “No
relation that I know of,
though.” His comment was
a reference to Alexander
Campbell’s role in the
Restoration Movement.
Joel and Jolene Campbell
hosted us for a night and
showed us sights such as
Bridal Veil Falls waterfall in
the scenic Provo Canyon.
In the quaint tourist town
of Park City, the Campbells
and Rosses browsed bookstore shelves and souvenir
shops and discussed politics
and religion over pizza.
As we talked about our
respective faiths and current
events, we discovered
shared convictions. Our
See BYU, Page 4
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Christians TRAPPED during
riots say ‘we’re not giving
up’ on Caribbean nation.
BY CHELLIE ISON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Ministers, elders and their wives from congregations across the nation surround members
of the Burnette Chapel Church of Christ as Lipscomb University President Randy Lowry prays
with the church’s minister, Joey Spann, on stage during Lipscomb’s Summer Celebration.

‘We do not go to
church anymore’
a year after a mass shooting, members of the Burnette Chapel
Church of Christ ‘gather to worship’ — and make the most
of each gathering, says minister and survivor Joey Spann.

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘I

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
don’t know how they can ever fire me
now,” Joey Spann said of his church.
“I mean, how could they tell me I have
to go when I just show them my hand?”
The minister for the Burnette
Chapel Church of Christ in the Nashville suburb of Antioch held up his left hand — missing an index finger — and waited for scattered
laughs and applause from an arena packed
with his brothers and sisters in Christ.
Spann’s signature, deadpan humor has helped
the 66-year-old minister cope with the aftermath
of the mass shooting 10 months ago that claimed
the life of a church member and cost him his
finger. He shared his church’s experiences with
a crowd of more than 1,500 on the first night
of Lipscomb University’s Summer Celebration.
See SPANN, Page 27

PHOTOS BY Kristi Jones

Joey Spann holds up his left hand
— minus the index finger he lost in
the shooting 10 months ago — as he
speaks at Lipscomb University.

Amid fires, gunshots and chaos,
an Alabama mission team prayed
for a safe way home from Haiti.
“You just trust in your faith. You
just trust in God, and that’s what
we did,” Debbie Dupuy told The
Christian Chronicle after the team
was back on U.S. soil.
Dupuy
and her
husband, Arvy,
members of the
Cornerstone
Church of
Christ in
Florence, Ala.,
were part of
a 14-member
team that
included
members of
PHOTO provided by DEBBIE DUPUY
their congregation and
Debbie Dupuy helps
feed a boy in Haiti.
the nearby
Petersville
Church of Christ. The team spent
a week in the Caribbean nation
working with Liberté Ministries.
As the team prepared to fly
home on July 7, they learned of
growing unrest in Haiti’s capital,
Port-au-Prince, after the government announced a sharp rise in
the prices of gasoline, diesel and
kerosene — all vital to commerce
in the impoverished nation.
The news sent Haitians into the
streets, burning grocery stores and
other businesses and setting up
roadblocks to disrupt commerce.
The U.S. embassy encouraged
Americans to shelter in place.
See HAITI, Page 16
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BYU: ‘Silence is not going to make the stories go away’
FROM PAGE 3

time together became more than a
meal — it evolved into a forum to
ask, answer and better understand.
“Isn’t it nice to be able to talk like
this without fear that there’s an
agenda?” Jolene Campbell said.
It was.
That same, healthy level of
dialogue continued the next few
days: Joel Campbell, a journalism
professor, had invited me to speak
at a religious freedom conference
hosted by BYU’s International
Center for Law and Religion Studies.
I joined a diverse panel of journalists and attorneys — moderated
by Hannah Clayson Smith, senior
fellow at the BYU center — to
discuss media coverage of faith.
In an era in which many conservative believers are skeptical of mainstream news organizations — and
sometimes justifiably so — part of
the conversation touched on how
religious leaders should respond to
inquiries from reporters.
“Silence is not going to make
the stories go away,” said Terry
Mattingly, an Orthodox Christian and
nationally syndicated religion columnist who lives in East Tennessee.
Mattingly recommends “some
sort of careful interaction and faceto-face interviews” and perhaps
printed materials to help educate a
journalist on the topic discussed. He
also urges sources to record interviews, even though some reporters
might consider that a “hostile act.”
“I think sometimes, if you know
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Speaking on a Brigham Young University panel on news media coverage of
faith were, from left, Holly Hollman, Hannah Clayson Smith, Bobby Ross Jr.,
Sahar Aziz, Terry Mattingly and Emma Green.
you’re dealing with very tricky
subjects, it’s good to know what you
actually said,” Mattingly said.
For a single interview, Mattingly’s
advice seems wise, said Emma
Green, a Washington, D.C.-based
staff writer who covers politics,
policy and religion for The Atlantic.
But taking a longer-term view about
how a particular religious group is
perceived, Green said, a source might
want to go on the offensive.
“Seek out the reporters who
actually are fair, and try to develop
a relationship with them,” she
suggested. “And try to give them
the things that they need in order to
write good, fair stories about you.”
At the same time, religious
leaders must understand that “it’s
not the journalist’s job to do a

PR piece about the church,” said
Holly Hollman, general counsel and
associate executive director for the
Baptist Joint Committee for Religious
Liberty in the nation’s capital.
“As religious communities, we
have to not be so sensitive to the
fact that we’re going to be criticized,” Hollman said.
“We want to be out in the public
square. We want to be respected,”
she added. “And some of that is
going to be based upon how we
treat other people with respect, how
we take criticism and what we’re
willing to reveal about ourselves and
our traditions and beliefs.”
Sahar Aziz, a Muslim civil liberties advocate and law professor at
Rutgers University in New Jersey,
urged: “Do your due diligence on

Chief Correspondent: Bobby Ross Jr.
bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org
Digital News Editor: Chellie Ison
chellie@christianchronicle.org
Advertising Manager: Tonya Patton
tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Lynda Sheehan
lynda.sheehan@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Joy McMillon
joy.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Melinda Wilson
melinda.wilson@christianchronicle.org
Staff Accountant: Louise Beyer
Editor Emeritus: Bailey McBride
bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org

The Christian Chronicle® encourages feedback
that promotes thoughtful and respectful discussion.
Letters and comments should not exceed 300 words if
possible and may be edited for length and clarity.
Comments to the print or online editions are
considered to be letters to the editor and may be
published. Please include name, city and state of residence, as well as home congregation.

TO SUBSCRIBE: See www.christianchronicle.org,
email joy.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org
or call (405) 425-5070.
LETTERS: letters@christianchronicle.org

The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from
those who purchase the advertising space.
News coverage, opinion columns, reviews, letters
to the editor and advertising do not necessarily represent the views of or constitute endorsement by the
editors, the staff, the Board of Trustees of The Christian
Chronicle or Oklahoma Christian University.

the journalists. Read their stories.
Find out. Because you can then
predict the questions. Don’t answer
their question. Answer the question you want them to ask, and take
control of the interview. It’ll frustrate them to no end, but you will
technically be cooperating.”
As a journalist, I can’t endorse that
advice.
But this guidance from Mattingly
does resonate with me: “Stop asking
reporters where they go to church.”
He elaborated: “Instead of asking
them that question, ask them how
long they’ve covered religion. What
they tell you back about their own
journalism experience or what
they’ve done to train for this beat will
help you know what kind of information you need to get for them.”
For example, a veteran religion
writer probably doesn’t need a
primer on basic Christian theology.
But a political reporter making a
rare foray into theology?
Depending on the specific story, it
might not hurt to explain concepts
such as grace and forgiveness.
My advice: Treat a journalist who
calls as a neighbor and a child of
God — not as “an enemy of the
people,” as some politicians like to
characterize the news media.
Be careful and thoughtful, yes.
But don’t forget to be kind and
respectful, too. Just as you would
when making new friends like the
Campbells.
CONTACT: bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org.
The Christian
Chronicle® is
published monthly
and is served by
a national Board
of Trustees that is
charged with the
responsibility for
policy and governance. All trustees,
editors and staff are
active members of Churches of Christ.
Trustees:
Deon Fair, chairman
Ed Biggers • Alfred Branch • Dwain Chaffin
Monte Cox • Billy Curl • John deSteiguer • Erin Engelke
James Moore • Robert Oglesby Sr. • Mike O’Neal
Barry Packer • David Seat • Brian Simmons
Harold Redd • Milton Sewell • Gary Tabor
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Crusade kickoff
FORT WORTH, Texas — The West
Freeway Church of Christ hosted
the recent kickoff assembly for next
summer’s Crusade for Christ.
More than 240 Christians came
together to worship God, West
Freeway
minister
Britt Farmer
said.
The
Crusade for
Christ will
take place
June 22-29,
2019, in Fort
Worth.
Launched
four decades
ago in
DON MOONEY Chicago,
Fort Worth-area
the crusade
Christians sing at the occurs every
Crusade for Christ
two years.
kickoff assembly.
Each time,
it draws
hundreds of volunteers and leads
to dozens of baptisms in a different
major city.
For more information on
the Crusade for Christ, see
churchofchristcrusade.org.

ARKANSAS

PARAGOULD — In 1841, on the highest
point of Greene County, Ark., James
Monroe Hyde
— barefooted
and in overalls — began
preaching.
Thus began
the Pine Knott
Church of
Christ.
“That was
177 years
ago, and Pine
Knott is still
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SAVANNAH JOHNS
going strong, James Monroe Hyde
and the
was the first preacher.
descendants of
James Hyde are still here,” church
member Savannah Johns said of her
great-great-great-great-grandfather.

WILLIS NORMAN

At church’s 60th anniversary event, the prize is ... a mimeograph machine

Laughter breaks out at the 60th anniversary celebration of the Northlake Church of Christ in Tucker, Ga., as church secretaries are
honored. The light moment came as secretary Betty Glenn was presented with the prize — a mimeograph machine. The Northlake
church was born in the summer of 1958 when the Druid Hills Church of Christ in Atlanta planted a satellite congregation in suburban
Decatur, east of Atlanta. “God has been using us now for six decades to do his work in this community and around the world,” said Joe
Glenn, a charter member who also served as an elder and pulpit minister. See a gallery of anniversary photos at christianchronicle.org.
The Pine Knott church is the
fourth-oldest Church of Christ west
of the Mississippi River that still
meets every week, Johns said.
The congregation marked its
recent anniversary with a homecoming celebration featuring a
sermon by Jay Lyles, a great-greatgreat-grandson of Hyde.
“Jay talked about looking back
and missing our family members
who have passed on, but how we
also need to look forward,” Johns
said. “So here’s to the next 177
years and more!”

CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES — The Southside Church
of Christ recently honored minister
Carl Baccus for 62 years of service
— no, that’s not a typo — to the
congregation.

Baccus obeyed the Gospel in 1948
at the Lawrence and Marder Church
of Christ in Dallas. After high school,
he came to California
to attend Pepperdine
University.
He placed membership with the Figeroa
Church of Christ,
where his father
in the faith, R.N.
Hogan, was the
Baccus
minister. Baccus
served as an assistant minister at
Figeroa for a few years.
In 1956, Hogan and the Figeroa
leaders sent 19-year-old Baccus and
a small group to minister to new
converts near the Jordan Downs
projects. The congregation quickly
outgrew every building it occupied
and became the Southside church.

TENNESSEE

NASHVILLE — The Granny White
Church of Christ is getting a new
name. As of Sept. 1, the congregation will be known as the Church of
Christ in Green Hills.
The congregation began in 1903
when the Nashville Bible School
moved to David Lipscomb’s farm,
the site of what is now Lipscomb
University.
When the present building was
constructed in 1953, the name
chosen was Church of Christ at 3805
Granny White Pike. Over the years,
usage abbreviated the name most
often to Granny White.
“Younger families with no knowledge of local history questioned
the wisdom of such a name, even
though it comes from the name of
the road,” elder Dennis Loyd said.
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Responding to that other crisis on the border
DEVASTATING FLOODS in south Texas change the agenda for mission teams from Churches of Christ.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

McALLEN, Texas
or weeks, the world’s attention
focused on this south Texas
city and others along the U.S./
Mexico border.
News of mothers separated
from their children as they illegally crossed the Rio Grande River
sparked outrage and debate. On
morning TV programs, national
correspondents stood under
umbrellas in front of governmentrun detention centers and reported
on the crisis as rain poured — and
poured, and poured.
In the midst of the immigration
debate, as much as 18 inches of rain
fell on south Texas, much of it in 72
hours. Cars and homes filled with
water. Rivers overflowed. In nearby
Harlingen, fish swam in the streets.
The floodwaters rose so fast that
“a lot of these people woke up and
they were stepping in water,” said
Guillermo Perez, a member of the
Church of Christ North in Pharr,
Texas. He and a team of Christians
spent nearly a week stripping more
than a foot of soaked drywall from
homes in Weslaco, a small town in
Hidalgo County — one of six counties named in a state disaster declaration by Texas Gov. Greg Abbott.
The mission team, from the First
Street Church of Christ in Lampasas,
Texas, already was scheduled to serve
among the colonias — Latino neighborhoods just north of the Mexico
border — before the storms hit.
The Church of Christ North
houses volunteers in two mission
centers and coordinates the
teams’ work — from building and
repairing homes for those in need to
conducting Vacation Bible Schools
for children. The teams partner
with Spanish-speaking Churches of
Christ along the border.
As cars and homes in Weslaco
flooded, the church’s coordinators
asked some of the mission teams if
they would consider changing their
agenda to relief work. The team
from the First Street church, which

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Jaci Palmer, 16, a member of the First Street Church of Christ in Lampasas, Texas,
removes damaged drywall from a home in Weslaco after severe flooding.
included four teenagers, obliged.
“We gave them a choice,” said
Dakota Thornton, the church’s
family and youth minister, as he
stood, drenched in sweat, in a small,
gutted house in Weslaco. Five
people lived here, including two who
are disabled.
“When they saw this,” Thornton
said, “they wanted to help.”

THE HELPED BECOMES A HELPER

“Bienvenidos” (welcome) reads
a bulletin board in the fellowship
hall of the Bridge
Avenue Iglesia de
Cristo. On a folding
table just beneath sits
an arsenal of electric screwdrivers and
stacks of red T-shirts
that read “Churches
of Christ Disaster
King
Response Team.”
The meeting place of the bilingual
congregation is a staging area for
relief in Weslaco, where nearly 2,200
homes received 18 inches of water
during the floods, said response
coordinator John King.
“And 80 to 90 percent of the
people here don’t have flood insurance,” he added. So far, 510 fami-

lies have applied for assistance from
church members.
King, an elder of the North Bay
Church of Christ in Portland, Texas,
volunteered to serve as on-site coordinator for the Ohio-based Disaster
Response Team, which distributes
aid — some of it provided by other
nonprofits — and assists churches
in relief and reconstruction projects.
Last year, as Hurricane Harvey
devastated the Houston area, “my
house in Ingleside took a hit,” King
said. He worked alongside Disaster
Response directors Mark and Laura
Cremeans, showing Jesus’ love to
his home community.
It was tough, but rewarding.
At one point, “I popped off to
Mark, ‘Man, it would be nice to do
this every day,’” King said.
That, he said with a chuckle, was a
big mistake.

MORE HELP NEEDED

About 50 volunteers — including
Bridge Avenue ministers Cary Gillis
and Hugo Camacho — sweated
side by side as they unloaded two
tractor-trailer rigs full of food,
cleaning supplies and other emergency items provided by Nashville,
Tenn.-based Churches of Christ

Disaster Relief Effort, or CCDRE.
Another nonprofit, Disaster
Assistance CoC, set up relief
centers in the buildings of the 8th
and Harrison Church of Christ in
Harlingen, the Harvey Drive Church
of Christ in McAllen and a congregation in Mercedes.
In addition to providing meals for
flood-affected residents and relief
workers, the ministry has hosted
several “Drive-thru Distributions.”
During a recent distribution, volunteers gave out 850 personal care
kits, 850 cases of water and more
than 3,800 meals, said director Mike
Baumgartner.
More funds and more volunteers
are needed to continue the work,
said disaster relief coordinators
including Ken Leonard, associate
director of development for CCDRE.
“Texas is tired after Hurricane
Harvey, the roughest disaster in its
history,” Leonard said. Moreover,
“the Texas Valley is remote. It really
isn’t on the way to anything, and
many volunteers combine disaster
relief with another destination.”

WHY HOMES MATTER

Back in Weslaco, after stripping
damaged drywall and sprinkling
an anti-fungal agent on the house’s
frame, the mission team from
Lampasas prepared to return home.
The work is difficult and dirty, but it
can make a big impact
on families in need,
said Efrain Garcia,
construction coordinator for Church of
Christ Pharr.
“This is one of the
(places) that we can
really make a big
Garcia
difference ... their
home,” he said. “This is where these
families meet, and this is where they
live every day.
“If we can affect the home and
show them what it is to serve, it also
allows for gospel conversations.”
FIND LINKS to contribute to flood relief and to
volunteer at christianchronicle.org.
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BRANCHES
RECOVERY CENTER, LLC
“With God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26

Branches RC is a Christian-based men’s drug addiction facility for detox and
residential treatment services.
We realize that drug addiction doesn’t just affect the addict, but it also includes
the entire family and surrounding loved ones.
While providing the latest compassionate, quality programs and therapies to
fight substance abuse, we understand the importance of incorporating Jesus
as our higher power.
Branches RC is located in Corona, Calif., and was founded by Phil Pafford, a
graduate of Harding University.
Our facility provides an escape from the stress and pressures associated with
addiction, while allowing men to work beside excellent counselors to realize
“their way” has not worked and to assist then in a paradigm shift in the
way they think - helping men renew a positive view of themselves and put
a reliance on God into their lives.

Don’t try to fight addiction alone…Call us today!
(951) 817-4486
Visit our facility at: www.BranchesRC.com
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The mission team from the Reidland Church of Christ in Paducah, Ky., prays with
Puerto Rican brothers and sisters as the groups prepare to say goodbye.

AUGUST 2018

Carson McKee and Tristen Goodman invite
Arecibo residents to a church carnival.

Jim Gullette, top, and Terrell Lee paint at
a women’s shelter in Puerto Rico.

Dominguez said that Sunday
morning, “there are no words that
we can say to thank you for the help
you’ve given after Hurricane Maria.”

dispatching mission teams include
the Shawnee Trail Church of Christ
in Frisco, Texas, the Madison Church
of Christ in Tennessee and the North
Hills Church of Christ in Pittsburgh.
Even before Maria, Brian Brophy,
the Reidland church’s associate minister, and his wife, Alicia, traveled to
Puerto Rico to explore organizing a
mission trip to the island.
The hurricane only intensified the
congregation’s desire to show the love
of Christ on an island where nearly
half the population lives in poverty.
Besides construction projects, the
Kentucky team sponsored a hot dog
cookout and children’s carnival —
featuring a bouncy house, games and
face painting — to encourage neighborhood children and their families.
“Things such as drinking water
and security that I take for granted
at home — they’re real issues here,”
said Charidy Dobbins, a 33-yearold nurse who cleared debris and
helped install a new roof at the
home of Arecibo church member
Annea Soto.
Soto served fresh papaya to the
group working at her house and made
lunch for everyone — frying bread
with beef inside on her stovetop.
“I have waited a long time,” Soto,
speaking through a translator, said

PUERTO RICO: Christians help with recovery
FROM PAGE 1

I can to help her.”
Twenty-six other mission team
members from the Reidland Church
of Christ in Paducah, Ky., shared
Brophy’s sentiment. They traveled
nearly 2,000 miles to demonstrate
their love and concern for their
Puerto Rican brothers and sisters.
“I just heard about the destruction here and how bad things have
been for them,” said Alethia “Ali”
Williams, 14, who came with the
Reidland group. “I felt really bad,
and I knew I had the ability to help.
… I knew God was calling me to go.”

MARIA MAKES A DIRECT HIT

Two weeks after avoiding the
worst-case scenario with Irma,
this Caribbean island of 3.3 million
people took a direct hit from Maria
on Sept. 20, 2017.
The Category 4 storm wiped out
Puerto Rico’s electrical grid and
caused roughly $90 billion in damage.
An estimated 4,645 people died
as a result of Maria, according to a
Harvard University study.
Here in Arecibo, a city of 100,000
about 50 miles west of San Juan, 4
feet of water washed into the newly
constructed building of the Church
of Christ that missionary Jim

Gullette and his wife, Connie, have
served for 21 years.
On a recent Sunday, the Englishspeaking Christians from Kentucky
joined the Spanish-speaking
congregation for a bilingual worship
assembly in the repaired facility on
Puerto Rico’s northern coast.
The church
members sang “This
is the day (that the
Lord has made)” in
each language, while
men leading the
communion prayers
alternated between
English and Spanish.
Williams
“Here we were
— two different languages, two
different worlds, with one heart and
one spirit,” said Joni Goodman, 41,
a Reidland church member who
joined her 13-year-old son, Cayden,
on the trip. “I just cried throughout
the whole service. It was so sweet,
so emotional. The spirit of God was
just alive.”
Arecibo church member Rosa
Mastache Dominguez prepared
homemade meals such as shepherd’s
pie for the mission team. She choked
with emotion as she voiced appreciation for the Kentucky group.
“For the entire congregation,”

A HURTING COMMUNITY

Just across the street from the
Arecibo church, nightfall brings signs
of drug trade and prostitution. It’s not
a safe place to linger after dark, the
Kentucky group was warned.
The area was hurting before
Maria, Gullette explained, but the
storm made the depression worse.
“All these homes on the right are
pretty much abandoned now,” the
missionary said as he drove along
a nearby roadway. “Some people
had no place else to go, so they’ve
repainted and cleaned out the
debris. But you can see down the
street that there’s hardly any cars.”
Many businesses closed. Half
the streetlights still don’t work. A
Walgreens pharmacy blocks from the
church just reopened, as did a Pueblo
supermarket that had to be rebuilt.
After Maria, Christians from
Alaska to Florida sent about
$100,000 in donations to the Arecibo
church, said Gullette, who is supported by the South Plains Church
of Christ in Lubbock, Texas.
Besides Reidland, congregations
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Puerto rico
Commonwealth of

POPULATION: 3.3 million (2017 estimate).
languages: Spanish (94.7 percent) and English
(5.3 percent). RELIGION: 69.7 percent Roman
Catholic, 25.1 percent Protestant, 5.2 percent other.

Jose Fernandez Rosa, son of Sandra Rosa Vargas, describes how Hurricane Maria ripped the roof off his mother’s home
in Arecibo, Puerto Rico. A team from the Reidland church worked to make repairs at the home of “Mrs. Sandra.”
of the repairs. “God put the brothers and sisters from the Church of
Christ in my path.”

MISSION FOR ALL AGES

To fund the trip, the 200-member
Reidland church produced what its
leaders called “a fun and over-thetop lip dub video for social media.”
The lip dub was a mashup of 10
contemporary Christian music hits
on the themes of mission and love
for others, said Brian Brophy, who
is Ashton’s father and Reidland
senior minister Terrell Lee’s
son-in-law.
“The neat thing is, we just put
out the word, and not a penny
of this is really coming out of
our pockets,” Lee, the church’s
preacher for 34 years, said of the
trip’s funding. “People saw the
video, and they responded.”
The mission team ranged from
10-year-old Jude Williams to
70-year-old Martha Crocker, both of
whom helped paint a Maria victim’s
damaged home.
Crocker is a former Florida
resident whose own home sustained $150,000 in damage during
Hurricane Charley in 2004.
“No matter what age you are,
you can minister to other people

and not be afraid, even though
you don’t speak the language,”
said Crocker, who wants to be an
example for other older people.
“I hate painting more than anything in the whole world because
after (Charley) I painted and
painted and painted,” she added.
“But when I prayed
about coming here,
I said, ‘Lord, use me
how you want to.’”
God must have a
sense of humor, she
said with a chuckle,
because he gave her
a paintbrush. The
Lee
home owner, Julio
Candelario, showed his gratitude
by ordering four large pizzas to
feed the group at lunchtime.
As the volunteers ate, Arecibo
church member Edwin Quinones
told them Puerto Rico can’t afford
to repay its debt of appreciation.
But he said, “We ask for blessings
for you because we know the Lord
can pay you back threefold.”
Back at Mrs. Sandra’s house, the
chatter of grandchildren running in
and out the front door mixed with
the noise of drills and hammers.
Pet birds chirped as dogs rested
on the floor. A black cat hid above

the kitchen sink near the ceiling.
Light rain from the remnants
of Tropical Storm Beryl — which
had caused a temporary panic and
rush on grocery stores before
weakening — dripped through
still-open holes near the roof as
Vargas recalled her experience
with Maria.
“A big palm branch and an almond
tree branch hit the roof, and then
it all blew off. I watched it happen,”
said the mother of three, grandmother of 10 and great-grandmother
of nine, who witnessed the destruction from a cousin’s nearby home.
A Bible open to Malaquías —
“Malachi” in English — sat on a
DVD player in her living room.
Vargas grabbed a hammer to
help with the construction, pausing
occasionally to straighten frames
and artwork on her red walls.
“I love this girl,” she said as she
wrapped her arms around Ashton.
As the teen and other mission
team members loaded into their
van at the end of the day, Mrs.
Sandra wiped tears from her eyes.
She kissed her hand and blew
the kiss toward the group as the
vehicle drove away.
INTERPRETER: Lynda Sheehan

Arecibo

San Juan

CHRISTIAN CAMP: A half-dozen Churches
of Christ in Puerto Rico are active in efforts to
develop a Christian camp in the mountains. Volunteers have helped build a kitchen area with picnic
tables and bathrooms. The “beautiful location,”
as missionary Jim Gullette describes it, includes a
stream and a nearby waterfall. The mission team
from the Reidland Church of Christ in Paducah, Ky.,
enjoyed a meal at the camp prepared by Christians
from all over the island. A workday is conducted
at the camp on the first Saturday of each month.
To donate to camp improvements, send a check to
the Reidland Church of Christ, 5500 Kentucky Dam
Road, Paducah, KY 42003, with a note earmarking
the funds for “Puerto Rico camp.”
SOURCES: U.S. Census and World Atlas.

PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

Waves rumble on a windy day on Puerto
Rico’s northern coast.
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Join us September 13 & 14 at North Boulevard Church
of Christ in Murfreesboro, TN and return to your
congregation with tools and resources that will help
your members “Go make disciples!”
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ETERNAL TRUTHS
ENDURING CHURCHES
Early bird price

$59
(Until July 31)

Per Person
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Speakers

David Young

David Skidmore

Anthony Walker

James Nored

Robert Cox

Kerry Cox

Shawn Frazier

Quenshawn Nelson

and more...
Register today online
or call 615.893.1520.

northboulevard.com/newdayconference
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Mission: Moldova

PHOTOS PROVIDED BY BOBBY WHIPPY

A baptism in ‘the hidden paradise’ of the South Pacific
Members of the Nabouwalu Church of Christ in the South Pacific nation of Fiji sing
hymns as minister Bobby Whippy baptizes a new believer. The church meets on the
island of Vanua Levu, called “the hidden paradise of Fiji” by tourism guides.
Whippy, a native Fijian, works with the church and four other congregations as
a missionary to his homeland. He trained for ministry for three years at the South
Pacific Bible College in Tauranga, New Zealand.
“In Fiji, everyone claims to be a Christian,” said Whippy, a second-generation
preacher. But few people live as if redeemed by Christ’s blood, he added.
After teaching Bible classes in his hometown, Savusavu, Whippy taught a one-week
class at Nabouwalu on “The Mission of the Local Church,” sleeping on the floor of the
church building at night. He seeks support to continue his work in Fiji.

NIGERIA

ENUGU — “Nigeria has become a
killing field,” human rights activist
Mike Ozekhome said recently after
violent attacks in central and southeastern Nigeria.
Clashes between nomadic Fulani
herdsmen, who are mostly Muslims,
and farmers who claim Christianity
as their faith are becoming more
and more common — and more
and more deadly, according to news
reports. At least 86 people died in
recent attacks.
The Olepe Ette Church of Christ
in Nigeria’s Enugu state is one of the
congregations requesting prayers for
peace, reports The Seeker, a publication of Fayetteville, Ark.-based
Gospel Tracts International.

SRI LANKA

COLOMBO — More than 90 percent of
this island nation’s 21.2 million souls
speak Sinhala and Tamil, Sri Lanka’s
official languages. A small number
speak Telugu, a language indigenous to southern India.
One Telugu community in Sri
Lanka has “not had anybody to
teach them Bible
in their native
language for the last
40 years,” said Asee
Darla, a minister for
Churches of Christ
in Nellore, India. “So
we are arranging a
FM Radio program
Darla
for them in both
Telugu and Tamil languages.”

Church members also are training
native preachers in Sri Lanka for
ministry through One Kingdom, a
Louisiana-based ministry supported by
Churches of Christ. For more information, see www.onekingdom.org.

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

PORT OF SPAIN — A four-night revival,
hosted by the San
Juan Church of Christ
on the Caribbean
island of Trinidad,
resulted in “one
soul restored and
between eight to
twelve visitors each
night,” said minister
Bissoondath
Mahase Bissoondath.
The church has experienced five

CHISINAU, Moldova — Members of
Churches of Christ hope to plant in the
capital of this Eastern
European nation
sandwiched between
Romania and Ukraine.
Moldova, with a
population of about
3.5 million, declared
independence from
the Soviet Union in
Langley
1991. Few Churches of
Christ exist in Moldova, though evangelists from the U.S. have served small
congregations in the nation’s eastern,
Trans-Dniester region. Students from
Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tenn., have worked with a nonprofit
fighting human trafficking in Chisinau.
World English Institute, or WEI,
a church-supported ministry that
teaches English using the Bible, has
focused its advertising in Moldova.
As a result, “our student registrations
and subsequent online Bible studies
have increased dramatically,” said WEI
president Tom Langley. The ministry
plans to send a team of teachers to
Chisinau, coordinating with Bear
Valley Bible Institute International,
to work with WEI students.
“Lord willing, a body of Christ in
Chisinau will be established from
these efforts,” Langley said.
baptisms recently as a result of its
radio program, the minister added.

UKRAINE

KIEV — “A funny thing happened
to me at graduation,” said James
A. Sherman, who traveled around
the globe to train preachers in this
Eastern European capital.
“It was not until I looked at the
order of services that I noticed my
name (in Ukrainian) and that I was
the keynote speaker.”
Nonetheless, the preacher from
Shady Valley, Tenn., addressed the
graduates of the Bear Valley Bible
Institute school in this Eastern
European capital after teaching
classes on the books of James, 1 and
2 John and courses on preaching.
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Just how dangerous
is Central America?

Hank Irby

Samantha Simpson hands out toothbrushes to demonstrate proper brushing techniques during a medical clinic in Dolores, Honduras.
BY JOHN R. IRBY | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I

Dolores, Honduras
t wasn’t exactly the World Cup,
but a recent gathering in this
small Central American town
seemed a bit like a sporting event.
Hundreds of adults and children dressed in multi-colored shirts
and hats stood in long lines, tickets
in hand, waiting to enter the arena.
Inside, plenty of goals were scored,
and points were put on the scoreboard — but not by kicking a ball
past a keeper into a net.
On a warm day in this village of
about 5,000 souls, a medical mission
team treated nearly 950 patients on
the grounds of a community center
and school. Mission UpReach, a
nonprofit associated with Churches
of Christ and based in nearby Santa
Rosa de Copán, hosted the clinic,
coordinating a team of more than
50 volunteers who traveled from the

U.S. to serve God by helping the
less fortunate.
Dressed in blue medical scrubs,
the volunteers acted in the role of
coaches — or possibly even referees
— as they directed people into lines,
waiting areas, checkpoints and
exam rooms to asses the patients’
needs. The represented congregations included the Pine Tree Church
of Christ in Longview,
Texas, and the
Southside Church of
Christ in Shelbyville,
Tenn. A few joined
the brigade from
other states and from
Mission UpReach’s
Honduran staff.
Santos
Dr. Carmen Cecilia
Santos Mejía, a physician from Santa
Rosa de Copan, offered recommendations and made diagnoses. While
the town of Dolores has a small
health center, residents have limited

access to medicines and thorough
examinations, she said.
She found a variety of concerns,
including poor nutrition and respiratory problems in children and high
blood pressure and diabetes-related
illnesses in adults.
Beth McCullough and Jade Goins, a
soon-to-be freshman at Motlaw State
Community College in Lynchburg,
Tenn., enjoyed the experience, even if
it was a bit “overwhelming” and “eyeopening” concerning the poverty and
needs of the people, they said.
McCullough’s husband, Kyle,
an X-ray technician, took blood
pressure and pulse readings. The
biggest concern he had was the low
pulse rates in 6- and 7-year-olds.
For Phil Berry, a former member of
the Pine Tree church who now lives
in Florida and is a veteran volunteer
on brigades, the mission gives him
the dual joys of serving and reconnecting with old friends in Honduras.

Immigrants who illegally cross the
border into the U.S. (see our related
story on Page 1) often do so because
life in their home nations has become
too dangerous. Among those nations
is Honduras — a country where many
Churches of Christ in the U.S. send
teams including teenagers to serve.
The Christian Chronicle asked church
members with experience in Central
America to help us understand the
difference between the dangers of
mission work and daily life.
“There are definitely some dangers
faced by the residents of these
countries that are not faced by visitors,”
said Andrea Granados, who has
extended family in El Salvador and has
visited there eight times.
“One problem that affects the people
seeking asylum (in the U.S.) and does
not affect us is when gangs take over
a neighborhood and start issuing death
threats against the residents if they don’t
pay them ‘rent,’” she said. “That happened
to my sister-in-law and her family. ... My
brothers-in-law and nephews had to
quit attending school because it was a
considerable distance and along the way
were gangs that would try to force them
to join.” See more comments and join the
discussion at christianchronicle.org.
“Things are going very smooth
today,” said Berry, who served as
a sort of pedestrian traffic cop to
control hallway flow during the threeday medical effort. Many people just
needed Tylenol, vitamins and other
basic medications, he said, but some
have previously undiagnosed conditions such as diabetes.
Another veteran volunteer, Betty
Deslatte of Longview, helped fit
villagers for reading glasses.
Mission trips “have been my
calling,” she said. “It has always
been in my heart to do mission
work. It is not only a wonderful
opportunity to help other people,
but it also helps those of us who
volunteer through our experiences
and the time we share together.”
SEE AN EXPANDED VERSION of this report,
including details about Mission Upreach’s dental
ministry and construction projects, and learn more
about the nonprofit at christianchronicle.org.
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BORDER: ‘You can’t just pass by somebody who needs help’
FROM PAGE 1

that fall from their master’s table.”
Today she’s fed by another Jesus
— Jesús González, a recent graduate
of a school, supported by Churches
of Christ, that prepares Spanishspeaking ministers and their wives
to serve congregations on both
sides of the U.S./Mexico border.
Weekly, González brings food and
water to the people who congregate
outside the respite center.
Across the Rio Grande River, in
McAllen, news of mothers separated
from their children as they crossed
the border sparked a national debate.
At protest rallies and on social media,
Christians who advocate amnesty
for the undocumented clashed with
supporters of President Donald
Trump’s call to build a border wall to
protect U.S. citizens and jobs.
Amidst the fiery rhetoric,
González spends this Friday
morning handing out foil-wrapped
sandwiches of chorizo sausage, egg At a border crossing near McAllen, Texas, a long line waits to enter the U.S.
and beans on homemade bread,
plus plump jalapenos in Ziploc bags. ties that hold the detained children
Texas and directs the South Texas
Two of the recipients are from
are government-run and tightly
School of Preaching and Biblical
Honduras — a country in which many guarded, he says. Few people are
Studies, where González recently
say they have endured daily violence allowed inside. Christians must find
completed a three-year program.
and death threats,
other ways to serve.
Church of Christ North overseas
forcing them to illeSo Fielder and two the school. The 70-member, Englishgally enter the U.S.
other church memspeaking church began as a house
These men, however,
bers — José Cabello
church in Pharr in 1989. Even then,
say they left mainly
and Robert Bazán — its members realized that they
because there were
made the short trip
would soon be the minority in the
no jobs.
to Reynosa to help
Rio Grande valley, Fielder says.
González doesn’t
González distribute
So the church reached out to
talk politics. And
the sandwiches.
Spanish speakers and planted Iglesias
he doesn’t see the
The men represent de Cristo among the impoverished
humble meals he
an ever-widening, yet colonias of south Texas, including
provides as a means
intertwined, body of
Palmview, where Cabello preaches.
of helping people
believers who worNow the Pharr church supports nine
break the law. It is,
ship with Churches
missionaries north of the border and
he insists, simply a
of Christ (or Iglesias
nine more in Mexico, from Reynosa
response to God’s
de Cristo) across the
to Monterey. The church also coordiPHOTOS BY erik tryggestad Rio Grande valley —
command to serve
nates service projects in the colonias.
Jesús González shows his
those in need.
on both sides of the
Fielder serves as missions coordinator.
“It breaks my heart preaching school ID, designed border. Continually
Bazán, a bilingual minister from south
when I see people who to show his ties to the U.S.
they grapple with the Texas, is training to succeed him.
are hungry,” he says.
complicated ministry
As the border debate has intensi“I feel like I have to do something.”
of serving the documented and
fied, the Pharr church has hosted
undocumented alike.
seminars for the Spanish-speaking
The controversial parent/child
“When you break the law, you go
churches in south Texas, bringing
separations took place far from the to jail, and they provide food and
in attorneys to address topics from
eyes of most Christians, says Dale
shelter,” Cabello says. “Why should
immigration law to U.S. driving reguFielder, an elder of the Church of
Christians not do the same?”
lations for church buses. (A bus overChrist North in Pharr, Texas, a few
Cabello ministers for the 70-memloaded with churchgoers could get
miles east of McAllen. The faciliber Palmview Iglesia de Cristo in
pulled over by police, Fielder says.)

The preaching school now issues
ID cards to its students — partly to
give them a sense of connection to
the school and to encourage them to
complete their studies, Cabello says.
But also, “if they get pulled over,
it gives them a connection to the
school,” Fielder adds. “It shows they
have roots in the valley.”
The church members don’t ask
those they serve in the U.S. if they’re
in the country illegally, Fielder says.
“We’re not going to help someone
get across the border,” he says.
And yet, “our understanding of
God is to take care of their needs.”
It all happens in darkness.
For many immigrants, Reynosa
represents one final, dangerous step
in a long and perilous journey from
Latin America.
As they eat their sandwiches, the
souls clustered outside the respite
center describe encounters with
coyotes — smugglers who prey on
illegal immigrants, offering passage
to the U.S. for $1,500 per person.
The coyotes store their customers
in “stash houses” until the time is
right to move them across the river.
This has gone on for decades in
Reynosa, but few church members
see it, says Alejandro Barrios, minister for the Balcones Iglesia de Cristo,
one of the congregation’s planted
through the Pharr church’s ministry.
In recent months, however, the
heated war of words to the north
has heightened the 100-member
church’s awareness of the problem
— and its resolve to help, Barrios
says. Church members have provided aid for about
10 immigrants and
are on the lookout
for more, hoping to
do what they can to
keep them safe from
human traffickers
and the city’s deadly
drug cartels.
Dimas
Barrios shares the
information and other news about
the Balcones church with Fielder
and the other ministers from the U.S.
While in Reynosa, the ministers
also spend time with Mateo Dimas,
who preaches for the Iglesia de
Cristo Lampasitos.
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Mary Barrios | Reynosa, Mexico
There are many crises in this border
town that affect Christians in addition
to immigration, says Barrios, wife of
Balcones Iglesia de Cristo minister
Alejandro Barrios. “It seems adultery
is rampant,” even in church, she says.
Drug abuse also is a problem. Mary
Barrios helps teach the women about
the difference between submission
taught in Scripture and repression.
She also tells of a former drug addict
who came to Christ and has gotten the
church involved with a rehab center,
resulting in more than 20 baptisms.
Such visits are rare, Dimas says.
In addition to the border controversy, concern about cartel-related
violence has kept away Christians
from the U.S. Three of the church’s
members have had relatives kidnapped by gangs, Dimas says,
though all were returned unharmed.
As he translates for Dimas, Bazán
explains the plight of the Mexican
border churches. “They’re kind of
the forgotten people,” he says.
But the church is growing,
Dimas says, up from 100 to 120 in
attendance in the past three years.
Many are young children. For that
reason, the minister is thankful for
the groups that do visit, including
the Mabelvale Church of Christ in
Arkansas, which recently sent a team
to conduct a Vacation Bible School.
The visit was “a great encouragement,” Dimas says. “They haven’t
forgotten about us.”
“Why are you helping them?
They’re illegal.”
It’s a question Lee Henry says
he’s gotten more than once when he
talks about his mission work.
Henry and his teammates from
Lampasas, Texas, are finishing a mission trip in the waterlogged border
town of Weslaco, Texas — just as,
to the south, the U.S. ministers are
finishing their visit to the Lampasitos
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Robert Bazán | Pharr, Texas

Marilu Cabello | Palmview, Texas

“We have a stereotypical way of
looking at immigrants as a threat,”
says Bazán, missions coordinator
trainee for the Church of Christ North,
which serves congregations on both
sides of the U.S./Mexico border.
“My wife works for immigration,”
he says, and she has seen that
many who cross the border illegally
have tried “to do it the right way”
but find only closed doors.
Bazán knows what that’s like. The
south Texas native felt the doors
closing in his life a few years ago. So,
“I know this sounds kind of awkward,”
he says, “but I wrote a letter to God.”
He grew up a nonbeliever, raised
by a Catholic mother. His dad was
in and out of jail. For a while “I was
just completely lost in the things
of the world — alcohol, parties,” he
says. Then, while training to become
a police officer, he received a Bible
from a friend. It changed his life.

“Jesus said, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself,’” says Cabello when asked
about helping people who might be
in the U.S. illegally. “If I’m hungry, am I
not going to feed myself?”
The Mexican native
and her husband, José,
came to the U.S. legally
in 1997. José Cabello’s
father was born in the
U.S., which helped
him secure residency.
He worked as a
watermelon packer.
They both were devout Baptists, but
after a clinic overseen by Churches of
Christ treated their son for a serious
illness, they began studying the Bible
and became members of the Palmview
Iglesia de Cristo. José Cabello
graduated from the Texas School of
Preaching and Biblical Studies in 2001
and recently succeeded the school’s
director, Carrol Robertson.

The chance to become an officer
evaporated. While working at a
GNC nutrition store, he wrote the
letter “just asking for clarity, for
discernment and direction.”
The next day, a student from the
South Texas School of Preaching
and Biblical Studies came into
the store and invited Bazán to
study there. As he completed the
program, missions coordinator
Craig Cooper picked him to begin
training to take over the work.
Regardless, they’ve come to love the
people they’ve served in the past week,
says Lorelai Dixon, 17, who begins
her senior year of high school this fall.
“I’ve met so many nice people who
love you like family,” the 17-year-old
says. “And they make good tamales.”

Dale Fielder stands in front of a section
of a partially built border wall near the
south Texas town of Penitas.
church. The members of the First
Street Church of Christ spent a week
pulling soggy drywall from flood-damaged homes in the colonias of Weslaco.
The team, which includes four
teenagers, also gave shoeboxes of
toys and candy to children during a
Fourth of July celebration. Healing
Hands International supplied the
boxes through its MAGI (Making A
Godly Impact) program.
Lee knows that some of the people
he helps aren’t in the U.S. legally.
“To some degree, you’ve got to look
past that,” he says. “You can’t just pass
by somebody who needs help.”
The team, like the country, is
diverse in its views. A few members express support for President
Trump’s call for a stronger border.

“Father, forgive us when we don’t
see the needs of the community.”
Back at the respite center in
Reynosa, Fielder leads a prayer for
Virginia Chaves and the small crowd
of immigrants living in limbo.
“Help these people to find a
relationship with you,” he prays as
Cabello, the preaching school director, translates his words into Spanish.
As they wait at the border, debating whether or not to cross, the
immigrants are easy prey for drug
dealers, Chaves says. As for her,
“I put my faith in God every day. I
commit my life to Christ.”
After crossing back into the
U.S., Fielder drives by a stretch of
farmland near the town of Penitas,
Texas, where many immigrants cross
illegally. On top of a levy here stand
sections of a tall, metal frame — the
beginnings of a border wall.
The structure predates the Trump
administration, Fielder says, and
there’s confusion about its real
purpose — and its usefulness. It’s
several acres north of the Rio Grande

and has massive gaps to allow farmers to access their land.
“If you wall it off, you’re basically
ceding that land to Mexico,” he says.
That can’t be his concern right now,
says Fielder, 70, who took the reins
of the Pharr church’s Hispanic ministry when his longtime friend, Craig
Cooper, the ministry’s founder, died
of a heart attack last March.
After decades of serving alongside Cooper, Fielder says he’s
amazed by the faith he’s seen in his
Hispanic brothers and sisters on
both sides of the border.
And after a year of overseeing the
ministry, he’s equally amazed by the
challenges of the job — supervising
construction projects, coordinating
mission teams and raising support
for the missionaries.
When he took over as director, “I
didn’t sleep for two months,” Fielder
says. But time and again, he’s seen
seemingly insurmountable obstacles
washed away by the power of prayer.
Help seems to come from nowhere.
At the last minute, a person materializes who can drive nails or supervise
an entire construction project.
“We just walk up to the wall and it
falls down,” he says with a chuckle.
“Sometimes we have to put our
noses on it, but it falls.”
WEBSITE: cocnpharr.com
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HAITI: In midst of chaos,
mission team sees faith
FROM PAGE 3
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Two members of the team had
already left. The remaining 12
stayed in a guarded compound with
missionaries from other faith groups
— also waiting for the chance to
return to the U.S.
“It became a very unsettling time,”
Dupuy said. “We were trying to stay
safe, keep our team safe and not feel
too alarmed.”
Two days after they were scheduled to leave Haiti, Arvy Dupuy
filmed a video from the compound’s
roof. As smoke billowed in the
background from fires in the streets
below, the church member told
family, friends and fellow Christians
that the team was OK.
They spent just one more night
in the compound. Then, escorted
by police, the team made it to the
airport early on July 10.
It was a frightening end to a heartwarming mission that included two
Vacation Bible Schools, one of which
brought together more nearly 800
Haitian children. The team also taught
adult Bible classes for two Churches
of Christ and worked with the Liberté
Ministries preaching school.
A high point of the trip, Debbie
Dupuy said, was the day they helped
Liberté purchase a section of land that
will someday house an orphanage.
Team members collected 12 stones
and stacked them on the plot of land
— a symbol from the Old Testament
recorded in Joshua 4. They prayed a
blessing over the land and the children
that will someday fill the orphanage.
“We know that we have to train
up a generation. We have to start
with the young ones and train up a
generation,” Debbie Dupuy said. “It’s
just a beautiful thing to watch and
see what happens when God’s people
go in and teach and train.”
She’s home, but Haiti is still at the
forefront of her mind. Despite the
ordeal, she plans to return to Haiti.
“We’re not giving up. There’s too
much good,” she said. “There are
too many people being taught. It just
humbles us to see their faith.”
She hopes that the unrest won’t
keep others from serving too.
See updates, videos at christianchronicle.org.
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Montreal’s Olympic Stadium, site of the 1976 games, stands over the capital of the province of Quebec, an hour’s drive from New York state and Vermont.

M
MONTREAL

ontreal’s heart has grown
cold to the Gospel.
The largest Frenchspeaking city in North
America can be a lonely
place to be a Christian.
“Our society, it’s secular,” said
Horald Shabanaj, an Albanian immigrant and member of the Ville-Émard
Church of Christ in the Quebec
capital. “People don’t care about God.
There is a strong temptation to do
things other than coming to church.”
A 2016 article in The Economist

characterized Quebec this way: “The
Catholic heritage is everywhere,
in street names, monuments and
church buildings which often have
been converted to secular use. But
Catholic practice has plummeted.
The province’s main metropolis,
Montreal, is as non-religious a place
as any in secular Europe.”
While 75 percent of the province’s
people still identify as Catholic, only
11 percent say they are regular
worshipers, the article noted.
It’s against this backdrop that
the Ville-Émard Church of Christ

ministers. That’s “Église du Christ”
in French, as the sign out front
proclaims above
spray-painted graffiti.
The church
meets in a one-time
funeral home a few
doors down from a
Hindu temple and
across the street
from a Vietnamese
Grabovari
restaurant. There’s
a Tim Hortons, the quintessential
Canadian coffee and doughnut shop,
at the corner.

The close-knit congregation, five
minutes from downtown and close
to a subway station, brings together
Christians of about 15 nationalities,
from Chinese to Haitian to Ukrainian.
“Everybody comes from different
countries and cultures,” said Nadja
Grabovari, Shabanaj’s wife. “But we
share one God, and that’s what brings
us together every Sunday in our
worship and singing praises to him.
That makes us closer as a church.”
The 60 members worship in
French and English each Sunday.
CONTINUED
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Ron Pearman, right, and Doyle Martin grill burgers at the Ville-Émard church.

a church somewhere else. So it’s a big
work we do, even if it’s a little place.”

CONTINUED

Minister Roger Saumur, a native
Canadian who grew up Catholic,
preaches in French one week and
English the next. For those who don’t
speak both languages, an interpreter
provides simultaneous translation via
earphones.
“The hardest people to convert,
believe it or not, are the French
Canadians,” said Saumur, a former
waiter baptized in 1986 after Jehovah’s
Witnesses came to his door and
inspired him to study the Bible. “They
just hear the word ‘religion,’ and they
are ready to run away.”
Many people in Montreal identify as
nonpracticing Catholics who do not
feel a need to make changes in their
lives, Saumur said.
“Just like today, I’m a nonpracticing
vegetarian,” the 60-year-old minister
said with a chuckle.
Others have been so hurt by the
Catholic Church that they are turned
off to religion entirely, he added.
On the other hand, immigrants —
who represent roughly a quarter of
the Montreal metro area’s 4 million
residents — “are much more open
because they don’t have that background,” said Saumur, who preached
his first sermon less than four months
after his baptism. “So they are readier
to hear about God.”
Saumur and his wife, Diane,
have brought hundreds to Christ.
However, many have moved away.

Daiana Rodriguez sings during Sunday worship at the Ville-Émard church.

A TIME TO ENCOURAGE

PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

Horald Shabanaj and daughters
Isabelle, 8, and Vanessa,10, fill their
plates at a church fellowship meal.

Others have fallen away.
“If we get everybody who’s been
converted here, we may have 400 or
450 persons who are still Christians
somewhere else,” Saumur said in an
interview in his church office. “But
because people are moving all the
time, we’re only about 60.
“And it may look like a small work,”
he added. “But when you think about
it, there are so many people who are
working some other place or are part of

For three decades, the Edmond
Church of Christ — a 1,200-member
congregation north of Oklahoma
City — has supported Saumur and his
wife, Diane, who have two daughters,
Myriam, 21, and Lydia, 19.
The last three years, the Oklahoma
church has sent a short-term mission
team to Montreal — not to conduct
an evangelistic campaign or Vacation
Bible School but simply to encourage
Ville-Émard members.
“Being a small group in a big metropolitan area, the members can feel
isolated,” said Edmond elder Mike
Cain, who made the trip in 2016. “I
wanted them to know that there is a
ripple effect around the world every
Sunday during the Lord’s Supper. It
is one of the most significant acts of
fellowship that goes beyond the walls
of a church building.”
This summer, nearly a dozen Edmond
members — including Phil Sanders,
speaker for the “In Search of the Lord’s
Way” television ministry — made the
1,600-mile journey to the Canadian city.
“They come with the purpose of
serving,” said Maurice Dunkley, a
Jamaican immigrant and Ville-Émard
church member. “They teach. They
preach. They also feed us.
“I am happy to see that they would
remember us,” he added. “We owe a

lot to one another as Christians as we
keep the faith.”
The group flew to Montreal, about
60 miles north of the New York state
line, on a Friday. That Saturday, they
bought groceries at a Walmart and
prepared a fellowship meal for their
Canadian brothers and sisters.
Ron Pearman and Doyle Martin
grilled burgers. Bev Pearman and
Sue Martin prepared side dishes and
desserts. Sanders presented Bible
lessons that Saturday
and preached Sunday.
Tara Colley taught
the women, and Gayle
Draper worked with
the children. LeeAnne
Paris, who came with
her son, Trenton,
helped with translaDunkley
tion. Paris grew up
in a missionary family in Brazil and
speaks multiple languages.
“We didn’t know exactly what we
wanted to do up here,” said Edmond
member James Crowder, who has
known the Saumurs for 30 years. “But
we said, ‘Let’s just get up there and let
them know that we pray for them, we
think about them, we love them.’
“You don’t want a big congregation
being a burden on a small congregation,” he added. “So we said, ‘Let’s
have a fellowship meal,’ which we did
that first year, and I thought it was a
great success. And people said, ‘When
can we go back?’”
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Minister Roger Saumur and his wife, Diane, with daughters Myriam and Lydia.

Christians from all over the world worship with the Ville-Émard Church of Christ.

Draper said of the Ville-Émard
church: “They are so open and
friendly and welcoming. Most speak
English, but even those that do not,
we can feel their warmth.”
Roger Saumur said the congregation
understands that the Edmond church
sends him a check each month.
But that’s less concrete to most,
he said, than the actual presence of
fellow Christians from Oklahoma.
“When they see the people and
share in the fellowship,
we’re really building
something as far as our
relationship,” he said.
“So I think this is really
good for the church.”
Diane Saumur added:
“When the Edmond
members come, even
Crowder
though it’s just two
days that they get to spend with our
people, we can feel it for a long time
after they’re gone. It’s encouraging
for us.”

they were still learning French.
“So we basically communicated with
a lot of body language, very broken
French,” Rodriguez said. “Most
people were local, French people, and
some of them were from Haiti.”
But a merger with an Englishspeaking group and the influx of
immigrants from around the world
made the church much more diverse,
she said. She laughed as she recalled
that she didn’t realize she could
understand Portuguese until she had
to translate for a visitor from Brazil.
Now, Rodriguez said, the conversations at the Ville-Émard church
resemble the day of Pentecost
described in Acts 2.
“That is literally what we do every
Sunday,” she said of the various
languages spoken. “If you go in
little corners, somebody is probably
speaking in their own language to
their kids, and then they turn around
and talk to you in English or turn
around and talk to another brother in
French. This is how our church is.”
Rodriguez made a 2015 trip to
Oklahoma to worship with fellow
Christians there. She praises God,
she said, for the diversity that he has
allowed her to experience.
“I have this amazing view of the
brotherhood — of people from Africa,
from Haiti, from Central America,”
she said after Sunday worship. “It’s
the same Lord. It’s the same love. It’s
just in another nationality.”

MODERN-DAY PENTECOST

Shabanaj, who speaks Albanian,
English, Italian and French, said
he especially appreciates his fellow
Christians’ influence on his daughters, Vanessa, 10, and Isabelle, 8.
“Sometimes my daughters are
challenged,” he said. “They mention
their friends that don’t go to church.
It’s good to show them that we are
not alone, that they have so many

Phil Sanders, speaker for the “In Search
of the Lord’s Way” television ministry,
preaches at the Ville-Émard church.
brothers and sisters like us.”
Also welcoming the fellowship
are Daiana (which is pronounced
like “Diana”) Rodriguez and her
22-year-old daughter, Veronica RíosRodriguez.
Ríos-Rodriguez was born not long
after her mother and late father, Jose
Ríos, immigrated to Canada from
Venezuela in 1995.
When the Spanish-speaking couple
first arrived at the congregation that
later became the Ville-Émard church,
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Quebec
Province of

POPULATION: 8.4 million. capital: Quebec City
(population 538,000). largest city: Montreal
(metro area population 4 million). LANGUAGES:
French (official, spoken by 95 percent of population)
and English (about 45 percent of Quebecers are
bilingual in French and English).
Quebec
Montreal
UNITED STATES
RELIGION: Catholic, 83.4 percent; no affiliation, 5.8
percent; Protestant, 4.7 percent; Orthodox Christian,
1.7 percent; Muslim,
1.5 percent; Jewish,
1.3 percent; other
Christian, 0.8 percent;
Buddhist, 0.6 percent;
Hindu, 0.3 percent;
and Sikh, 0.1 percent. In colonial times, only Catholics
were permitted to settle in Quebec.
FRENCH HERITAGE: Quebec is Canada’s secondmost populous province after Ontario. It is the only
Canadian province with a predominantly Frenchspeaking population.
SOURCES: Government census data, New World Encyclopedia
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The Canadian Museum for Human Rights stands among the buildings of downtown Winnipeg, the diverse capital of the province of Manitoba in western Canada.

B

WINNIPEG
efore Shawn LeBlanc
became a Christian, he
drank. He did drugs. He
partied. He played drums in
a rock band.
But LeBlanc’s lifestyle changed
after a colleague at the mattress
factory where he worked in his
hometown of Moncton, New
Brunswick, encouraged him to
read the Bible.
“I said, ‘I don’t have a Bible,’”
recalled LeBlanc, now one of the
ministers for the Central Church
of Christ in Winnipeg, capital
of the province of Manitoba in
western Canada.
“So, he gave me one, and it
started from there,” the 50-year-old
native Canadian added. “It took
me about two months, and I read
through the entire thing.”
LeBlanc was
34 when he was
baptized. Eight
months later, he
started preaching.
Eventually, he
attended Great
Lakes Bible College
in Waterloo, Ontario, Turner
where he studied
in English — and learned Greek
— after having attended a Frenchspeaking high school.
“I knew I was a part of the body

Little did LeBlanc know that the
Central congregation — with about
300 members — ranks as Canada’s
largest Church of Christ.
The change — both in terms of
numbers and responsibility — has
been a blessing and a challenge,
LeBlanc said.
“Since I’ve been here, it’s been
go, go, go, and I love it,” he said.

ABOUT 30 NATIONALITIES REPRESENTED

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Shawn LeBlanc preaches for the
Central Church of Christ. He has
served the congregation since 2016.

of Christ, and this is how I wanted
to serve him,” LeBlanc said of
entering full-time ministry. “But I
wasn’t sure I could
do it. I had a lot
of encouragement
along the way.”
LeBlanc was
serving a congregation in St. John,
New Brunswick, on
Canada’s east coast
Manimtim
when the opportunity came to move to Winnipeg in
2016. The St. John church, where
he worked for seven years, averaged Sunday attendance of about 13.

LeBlanc moved into a preaching
role held for 38 years by Wayne
Turner, who retired from fulltime ministry but remains one of
the Central church’s five elders,
along with Jim Hobbs, Gary King,
Glen Knutson and John Muller.
LeBlanc’s wife, Chieh, is from
Singapore.
Joining LeBlanc on the ministry
staff is Jay Manimtim, who has a
Filipino background and retired
from the Canadian Armed Forces
with 20 years of service. His wife,
Linda, also is Filipino.
The Central church’s diversity
stood out when LeBlanc came to
interview for the ministry position,
he said.
Winnipeg is a metro area of
825,000 at the eastern edge of the
Canadian Prairies. It’s about 70
miles north of the U.S. border.
The area has welcomed more than
CONTINUED

Manitoba
Province of

POPULATION: 1.3 million. capital aND LARGEST
CITY: Winnipeg (metro area population 825,000).
LANGUAGES: English (only language spoken by 88
percent of the population). English and French (10
percent speak both languages). Other languages
include Tagalog, German, Punjabi and Ukrainian.

Manitoba
Winnipeg
UNITED STATES
RELIGION: Christian denominations, 68.7 percent;
Jewish, 1.2 percent; Buddhist, 0.5 percent; Sikh, 0.5
percent; Muslim, 0.5
percent; Hindu, 0.3
percent; Aboriginal
spirituality, 0.3
percent; and pagan,
0.1 percent. The largest Christian denominations
are the Roman Catholic Church, the United Church
of Canada and the Anglican Church of Canada.
SEEKING REDEMPTION: A Dauphin, Manitoba,
ministry strives to overcome — and atone for —
Canada’s 120-year history of snatching indigenous
children from their parents. Read the story at
christianchronicle.org.
SOURCE: Government census data
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BOSS.
MBA.MAcc.
Be the boss of your life, schedule, and career with a MBA or Master of
Accountancy degree. OC is Home to America’s #1 best value Christian MBA
program, led by real-world business leaders who treat you like a boss.
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Chad Celaire, shown in his former youth ministry office, is a 15-year member of
the Central Church of Christ in Winnipeg. Eva King, wife of elder Gary King, poses
in the congregation’s clothing closet, which covers much of the basement.
the way to the heart is through
the stomach,” Gar y King quipped
with a smile.
Besides its diversity, the Central
church’s emphasis on sharing
the Gospel with its community
impressed LeBlanc.
The congregation makes connections with neighbors through
Celebrate Recovery, a Christcentered addiction recovery
ministry, and FriendSpeak, which
uses the Bible to help immigrants improve English
skills. Besides those
programs, the church
serves the poor with
a clothing closet that
covers much of its
basement.
“A lot of the
programs that we have
really do a lot as far
as trying to reach the
people of Winnipeg,”
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP
LeBlanc said.
SEE MORE FEATURES on
Many students who
“For example,
Churches of Christ in Canada at
attend the nearby
Celebrate Recover y
christianchronicle.org.
University of Manitoba
and FriendSpeak
are among the Christians of various
have brought a lot of people who
nationalities who look forward to the
come on Sunday morning,” he
church’s regular potluck meals, said
added. “Some of them have been
Eva King, wife of elder Gary King.
converted. … It’s really done a lot
“We eat like crazy,” Eva King said
to get them from point A to point
with a chuckle. “Members and visiB, into the church, sitting down
tors alike ... all come to eat with us
and worshiping and listening, and
because there is always going to be
that’s appealing. That’s all I want.”
food and fellowship.”
“So, what you’re saying is that
WEBSITE: winnipegchurch.ca

ONSITE OR ONLINE
OC.EDU/BOSS

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

CONTINUED

135,000 immigrants since 1980.
Those immigrants have come from
countries including the Philippines,
India, Great Britain, Germany,
China, Nigeria and Pakistan.
The Central church reflects the
cosmopolitan nature of Winnipeg,
home of the National Hockey
League’s Jets.
“We have an annual international
dinner,” said Chad Celaire, a 15-year
Central member and former
youth minister who gave
his life to Christ while
playing basketball for
Rochester College
in Michigan. “The
last time we did our
dinner, I think there
were 30 different
countries represented
in our church. I say it’s
the United Nations.”

Become the Christian leader God wants you to be. With affordable classes
just one day a week, you can get the knowledge your calling demands.

ONSITE OR ONLINE
OC.EDU/GST

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING - ONSITE OR ONLINE!
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN COMPUTER SCIENCE
Advance your career with an accelerated MSE or MSCS degree designed for
you, the working professional. Earn your degree in less than two years while
balancing your busy work and family schedules.

OC.EDU/PRO
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Full-Time Family & Youth Minister

Minister Needed

The Woodinville Church of Christ is seeking a full-time Family & Youth Minister, for a mature, 250-memberstrong congregation with five elders, 16 deacons, a full-time pulpit minister and a very active fellowship. We
seek someone to enthusiastically reach out to teens and their families and assist in guiding our teens to a
committed relationship with Jesus. We would prefer someone with seven years of experience including leading
and teaching teens and pulpit preaching with a desire for full-time pulpit ministry; education should include a
bachelor’s degree (Bible major preferred), or a preaching school graduate, or equivalent church-related experience.

Is there a congregation ready
to send a minister to work in
south-central Pennsylvania?

The city of Woodinville is located in the scenic Puget Sound region of Washington State; a small suburb
with all the cultural amenities of Seattle nearby, mountain and ocean scenic beauty, plus an abundance of
year-round outdoor adventure opportunities. Salary is commensurate with education and experience.
Please submit your resume and sermon audio sample to the Family & Youth Minister Search Committee:

searchcommittee@woodinvillecofc.org

Full-Time Minister - Missouri
Malden Church of Christ seeks

a full-time minister. Rural congregation, 50-60 faithful members,
led by the Lord and two elders.
Compensation commensurate
with qualifications and experience.
Contact:
Rod Dill at (573) 281-8625
Jerry Reaves at (573) 276-8071
FULL-TIME MINISTER WANTED

The Chatham Church of Christ is looking for a
full-time minister. We are a small congregation in northern New Jersey. Preferred
qualifications include: master’s degree; strong
preaching, teaching, evangelism and interpersonal skills; 5-10 years of experience;
and willing to make a long-term commitment.
Send resume and other relevant information
to:

chathamchurchofchrist@gmail.com
Chatham Church of Christ
382 Fairmount Ave
Chatham, NJ 07928
(973) 635-6810

Full-Time Pulpit Preacher
The Annapolis Church of Christ in Maryland is
looking for a well-rounded preacher who is
capable of inspiring members of the church
and the community around them. The church
has elders and deacons. Interested men should
mail or email a letter of introduction, resume,
recent sermons, and examples of recent
classes taught. Go to annapolischurch.org/
preacher for full job description.

John Lewis, (443) 977-6124
jlewis@annapolischurch.org

Small church needs a sponsored
worker for a growing community.
See online ad for more info.

Chambersburg Church of Christ
PO Box 221
Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 261-0835 (leave msg)
cofc@innernet.net

www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds

Full-time Youth Minister - Western suburbs of Chicago
The Naperville Church of Christ is looking for a full-time youth minister to provide leadership, shepherding
and oversight of our church's youth group, consisting of both junior and senior high students. Our racially
diverse church consists of about 400 members shepherded by six elders, with a youth group of about 30.
Our church is well known in our community for our local ministries: teaching English as a second language
(Friend Speak), serving the homeless (PADS), and our support for local food banks and the Extended Hands
ministry supporting seniors and the economically disadvantaged in our community. In addition, the Naperville
church supports several evangelistic efforts in this country and around the world.
Strong candidates will display an excellent knowledge of the Scriptures, understand contemporary youth
culture, and have experience counseling and leading youth through adolescence into young adulthood.
Candidate education should include a bachelor’s degree or the equivalent in experience.
For more information please contact: Duke Given at dgiven@napervillechurch.org

Full-Time Minister Needed
The Church of Christ in Pecos,
Texas, is seeking a minister. Graduate
from a preaching school or Christian
university associated with Churches of
Christ and 5+ years experience
preferred. Submit resume with three
references to:

Church of Christ
PO Box 1332
Pecos, TX 79772
pecoscofcoffice02@windstream.net

MOUNTAIN
COMMUNITY
OPPORTUNITY
Tiny congregation looking for sound
Christian leadership. Retirement or
other support needed.

Church of Christ
Attn: Billy McCarty
PO Box 487, Reserve, NM 87830
(575) 533-6574

Evangelist Search
Church of Christ in Meadville, Pa., is looking for
an evangelist to work with us. We are a small
congregation of about 35, located in Northwest
Pennsylvania with an eldership in place and
looking to grow the Lord’s body in this rural
community. We are committed to sound doctrine. If you are interested in being a part of this
great work, please send a resume with a cover
letter explaining your interest and needs to:

North Meadville Church of Christ
Attn: Elders
PO Box 1356, Meadville, PA 16335

SEMI-RETIRED PREACHER

Bandina Church of Christ is

in need of a semi-retired preacher to
work with us here at Camp Bandina.
We are located in the Beautiful Hill
Country, eight miles west of Bandera,
Texas, on Highway 16. If you feel
the need to get out of the city, please
contact us at:

wa5rwk@wildblue.net
(830) 796-5060

CALENDAR
Aug. 31-Sept. 3 National
Christian Singles Seminar.
Sugar Land, Texas. See
nationalchristiansingles.com.
Sept. 7-9 Annual Prayer
Workshop and Homecoming.
Calhoun Church of Christ in
Louisiana. See Calhounchurch.org/
pw.html.
Sept. 11 Eastern European
Mission’s Franklin Event. The
Factory at Franklin in Tennessee.
See eem.org/events.
Sept. 13 Eastern European
Mission’s Tyler Event. Bushman’s
Celebration Center, Bullard, Texas.
See eem.org/events.
Sept. 13-14 New Day
Conference. North Boulevard
Church of Christ, Murfreesboro,
Tenn. See northboulevard.com.
Sept. 16-19 Summit 2018.
Abilene Christian University in Texas.
See blogs.acu.edu/summit.
Sept. 30-Oct. 1 Moser Ministry
Conference. Lubbock Christian
University in Texas. See LCU.edu/
moser.
Sept. 30-Oct. 1 One Voice/
Ministry Equipping Day. Oklahoma
Christian University, Oklahoma City.
See oc.edu.
Sept. 30-Oct.3 Harding
University Bible Lectureship.
Searcy, Ark. www.harding.edu/
events/lectureship.
Oct. 4-7 CenterPeace (e3)
Conference. Highland Oaks Church,
Dallas. See centerpeace.net.
Oct. 9-12 Abundant Living
Branson Retreat. Branson, Mo.
See abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 24 Renew: A Gathering for
Church Leaders. Nashville, Tenn.
See renew.org.
Nov. 5-11 Pan American
Lectureship. Majesty of the
Seas Cruise, Havana, Cuba. See
lectureship.org.
Nov. 9-11 PeacePrints Parent
Retreat. Watchtower Ranch, Texas.
See center-peace.net/parents.
FULL CALENDAR: www.christianchronicle.org.
To include your event for $25, contact
tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org.
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THROUGH PRISON MINISTRY, a Christian couple hears great confessions from the inmates they serve:

‘Incarceration has saved their lives’

BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘I

would never have listened to you out
there.”
Norman Dean hears comments like
that as he shares his faith behind bars.
The Oklahoma native and his wife of 46 years,
Kathy, have spent the past two decades studying
the Bible with inmates at county jails and state
prisons. The ministry fills their retirement years
with vigor, excitement and gratitude, said the
Deans, who worship with the Memorial Road
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City.
“What keeps our students coming back week
after week is they often perceive a great need
in their lives, “ Norman Dean said. “Some have
been incarcerated a number of times. ... The
ones who come to our studies and stay often tell
me that incarceration has saved their lives.”
Norman Dean writes the lessons he uses.
His wife and her teaching teammate serve in
women’s facilities, prayerfully attempting to
share the message of salvation — as much
as they can in the time they have. They never
know if they’ll see their students again.
“It’s important for volunteers to be
consistent,” she said. “They have been let down
so often in their lives. I am sure I would be a
totally different person if I had grown up like
so many of them have.”
Among the female inmates’ biggest
concerns are their children, Kathy Dean said.
“They don’t always talk about them, but we
pray for their children — and that the children
will know their mothers love them. There are
always lots of tears shed during those prayers.”
What attracted you to prison
ministr y?
Kathy: I had never considered
going into prison ministry until
Norman got involved. With a firm
nudge, he encouraged me to join
a group of ladies going into a local
women’s facility to “see what it was
like.” That first visit was over 20
years ago, and to this day that is how
I spend my Sunday evenings.

The main attraction this ministry
holds for me is getting to know
the women. They are so grateful to
have people who care about them
coming to see them every week.
Our being there each Sunday with a
message of hope brings an element
of stability and consistency to their
lives, something that has rarely
been there before.
Norman: Like so many other
people, I long wanted to study with
people to show them how to become
a follower of Christ. I just did not
find an opportunity or environment
that excited me quite like that of
prison work. The changes in the
lives of the people we have baptized
are, many times, very dramatic. It’s
a great blessing to be a part of that.
Tell me a bit about what you do
in prison ministr y.
Norman: I go to a county jail and a
prison to distribute Bible devotional
material and to advertise our Bible
correspondence program. I also go to
three other jail and prison facilities to
conduct or assist with Bible studies.
The correspondence program is an
excellent work that allows inmates
to study the Bible at their own pace
by mail, without cost. It is from this
program that many of our face-to-face
studies and baptisms begin.
Kathy: When we go into the
women’s facility each week, my
coworker and I actually lead a worship
service consisting of praying, singing,
and Bible study. We also teach the
Bible’s instructions on giving since we
are not allowed to take up a collection.
Handing out Bible correspondence
courses to the inmates is another
important part of what we do.
Are there security risks?
Norman: Some people might think
that there is a personal safety risk.
After the anxiety of my first trip into
a prison, however, I don’t think I’ve
ever had a safety concern. I suppose
the biggest risk might be seeing the

me, we discuss how our classes
went that night. It is always exciting
to us when we have a student who
wants to become a Christian. This
shared ministry has brought us
closer together.
Norman: Kathy and I share Bible
study handouts we’ve developed
and answers that we might give to a
particular question that comes up in
a study. We share the enjoyment of
seeing lives changed as a result of
the study of God’s Word.

Norman and Kathy Dean

Lynn Mcmillon

‘I long wanted to study with

people to show them how to
become a follower of Christ. I
just did not find an opportunity
or environment that excited me
quite like that of prison work. The
changes in the lives of the people
we have baptized are, many
times, very dramatic.’
Norman Dean, on the rewards of prison ministry
Good News we share with others
not being accepted and followed.
Kathy: I’ve never been afraid while
in a facility.
You ser ve in separate facilities
but still see this as a shared
ministr y? How does that work?
Kathy: Currently, Norman and I
are going into facilities on Sunday
nights that are quite near each
other, so we are able to travel
together. When he returns to get

What are your favorite stories
from two decades of ministr y?
Norman: This episode happened
in the parking lot outside one of our
Oklahoma prisons. After a Bible
class one night, a coworker and I
were coming out of the prison to our
car only to find an escaped inmate
trying to hide underneath the car
parked next to ours.
We spent the next 15 minutes
trying to convince him that it was
in his best interest to walk back
inside and turn himself in at Central
Control. He finally agreed, and we
escorted him back into the prison.
After the initial shock, the whole
situation became rather humorous.
Kathy: I once gave an inmate
a ride home on the day she was
released from prison. She brought
along a dog that had been hanging
around the prison to be her new pet.
The administration there was going
to call animal control, and she was
very concerned about the animal. I
couldn’t say no to that.
We also made a stop at KFC on the
way to her house because that is what
the girl had been dreaming about for
months. That was a great day.
What have you learned about
inmates?
Kathy: I’ve learned that the women
I have studied with are people just
like I am. They often come from difficult situations and circumstances that
See PRISON, Page 24

DIALOGUE

office@deweycoc.org
(918) 534-2782
PO Box 340 Dewey, OK 74029

Preacher Search - Ruskin, Fla.
The South Hillsborough Church of Christ
is looking for a semi-retired preacher. We
are a small congregation south of Tampa,
Fla. Preferred qualifications include strong
preaching, teaching, evangelism and interpersonal skills. Experience is desired,
along with a willingness to make a longterm commitment. Financial support is
available as well as a nice home adjacent to
the church building. Please contact:

Roland Rittner (419) 348-1588 cell
or

Doug Fouss (513) 518-9733 cell

Youth & Family Minister
The Westview Church of Christ in
Greeley, Colo., is seeking a Youth
and Family Minister. A man who
wants to build a new ministry is
our desire. For more information
about the position, the work, and
the Westview congregation, please
contact:

Church of Christ located in Eureka, Calif.,
is looking for a minister. Weekly salary,
Victorian house and travel allowance are
provided. 1610 I Street, Eureka, CA 95503.
If interested, submit copy or link to recent
sermon, cover letter and resume to:

Church of Christ
c/o Steven Roper
2300 Hillcrest Avenue
Fortuna, CA 95540
Ph 707-726-9371
Steven-Roper@Redwoods.edu
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The Dewey church located in NE Oklahoma
is seeking a part-time family and community
outreach minister. The role involves working
with our families to plan youth and intergenerational activities in addition to planning
community outreach activities. Semi-retired,
retired individuals who are seeking to work
part-time are acceptable.

MINISTER NEEDED
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CARETAKERS
NEEDED

to live on-site at Copper Basin
Bible Camp in the cool pines of
Prescott, Arizona. Seeking mature
couples/families for property oversight
and facilities management.
Compensation is residence and utilities.
Apply to:
Board@CopperBasinBibleCamp.org

Do you have a passion for preaching the Gospel?
A servant heart that desires to teach others how to reach the lost in this world?
With a specific vision and plan on how to grow the church spiritually?

If so, then we want to hear from you!
Sunset Church of Christ is a dynamic, energetic, established congregation in Taylor,
Michigan, looking for a full-time preacher to become part of our growing family.
You will work alongside a 200+ membership that consists of many young and middleaged families and some wonderful seniors. We have a strong children’s and youth
program led by an Involvement Minister, as well as a minister for seniors and visitation.
Additionally, we work extensively with a missionary to the largest population of
Muslims in the US, located in nearby Dearborn, Michigan. Sunset is led by a dedicated
group of Godly elders and deacons who serve and live by example. We have a family
atmosphere that strives to be more than Christian in name and a body that desires to live
every day for Christ. The ideal candidate will have experience working with a culturally
diverse congregation, a firm reliance on the Bible as the authoritative Word of God, and
a demonstrated ability to inspire and relate God’s Word to motivate people to action.
If this sounds like you, please send your resume, audio/video files, and a one-page
description of your purpose in God’s Kingdom to:

Sunset Church of Christ
c/o Elders
24800 Ecorse Rd.
Taylor, MI 48180

Terry Newton
wvcocfmsearch@gmail.com

RWREEVES@COMCAST.NET (Subject: Minister Search)

Pulpit Minister - Fairview, WV

Full-Time Minister - Guyton, Ga.

pumpkincenterchurchofchrist.org
timothylgump@gmail.com
(304) 629-3726

The Highway 30 Church of Christ located near Savannah, Ga., is looking for a
well-rounded, full-time minister with a strong faith, who is doctrinally sound
and capable of inspiring members of the church and the community around
them. Highway 30 is a socially and ethnically diverse faithful congregation of
about 40 members led by a Christ-centered group of men. We wish to partner
with an energetic family-man experienced in the ministry, sound in the Scriptures, who is able to teach and is zealous about personal evangelism. A home is
provided with salary in the low to mid 30’s. Please email a copy of your resume
with current references including contact information and a digital copy of a
recent sermon to: Charles W. Mancil at cwmancil@hotmail.com.

Pumpkin Center Church of Christ is looking
for a full-time pulpit minister. Duties include,
but are not limited to: preaching, teaching,
visiting members with special needs at their
homes and in hospitals, highly active in community outreach and personal evangelism,
working with and supporting our youth, and is
organized. Must preach from the Bible and be
dedicated to the spiritual development of the
congregation. House and utilities are included.

PRISON: Assume people
of other beliefs are there
FROM PAGE 23

contributed to their being in prison.
I often wonder how different my life
would have been if I had experienced
a background like theirs.
Many of these women realize
that they need to make changes in
their lives. It is
surprising to me ‘I often wonder
the number of
how different
women who have
my life would
said that coming
to prison saved
have been if I
their lives. Their
old ways are not had experienced
working, and
a background
they want to find
like theirs.’
out if God is the
answer they are
Kathy Dean, on relating
seeking.
to the inmates she serves
Norman:
Inmates have the
same sin problem that we have. They
have frailties, disappointments, family
issues, misplaced priorities and addictions similar to ours. I’ve learned that
inmates deserve the same opportunity to hear the Good News that we
have. They deserve a second chance,
and their future, just like ours, is very
bright as children of God.
What would you like to communicate to our churches about
prison ministry?
Norman: One, the need for
us to be present in every jail or
prison facility is important. We can
assume that people of other faiths,
teaching questionable doctrines,
are already there, thus making our
presence urgent.
Two, although going inside a facility
to study the Bible is important, work
can also be done by writing letters of
encouragement, sending and grading
Bible study lessons, sending birthday
cards, caring for families who are
affected by incarceration, etc.
Three, any ex-offender who
desires to fellowship with us should
be warmly received by our churches
upon their release.
Four, God changes lives every
day behind the walls and razor
wire. Evidence of that is that several
of our prison ministers serving
inmates throughout Oklahoma are
ex-offenders themselves.

PARTNERS

AUGUST 2018

CAMPUS MINISTRY
CAMPUS MINISTRY UNITED

WENTZVILLE, Mo. — About 400 church
members with ties to campus
ministry attended the recent
Campus Ministry United Workshop
hosted by the Crossings Church
of Christ. “That’s the largest attendance we’ve ever had at a CMU
Workshop,” said director Wes
Woodell. All lessons from the event
are available through the ministry’s
website, campusministryunited.com,
and on iTunes. Search for “Campus
Ministry United Podcast.”

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — Billy Smith, dean
of the College of Biblical Studies, is
retiring from the position he’s held
for 25 years, effective Aug. 10.
“Dr. Smith, or
‘brother Billy’ as so
many called him,
always enters his
classroom with a
smile and walks
down the hall
offering hugs,” said
FHU President
Smith
David Shannon.
“Those of us who studied under
him remember spending class time
in Prep and Del (Preparation and
Delivery of Sermons) and then
competing against him as he played
on faculty intramural teams. He
performed well in both.”
Mark Blackwelder, director of
FHU’s Graduate School of Theology,
will succeed Smith.

development in Honduras and Haiti,
and Hope for Haiti’s Children, which
helps children born into poverty
become Christian leaders.

w orship ministry
WORSHIP LEADER INSTITUTE

MADISON, Tenn. — Lunch came with a
side of a cappella at Rivergate Chickfil-A in Nashville, Tenn., as participants in the Worship Leader Institute
became a flash mob, breaking into a
rendition of “Every Praise is to Our
God.” A few customers even joined
in — and later thanked the singers.
(No word on if they responded with
the customary “My pleasure.”)
More than 60 worship leaders from
seven nations spent a week refining
their skills during the workshop,
hosted by Acappella Ministries and
its founder, Keith Lancaster.

youth M I N I S T R Y
National Hispanic English
Youth Conference

LUBBOCK, Texas. — Contrary to its
name, this annual camp is bilingual
and open to anyone, said director
JuanRaymon Rubio. This year 83
youths gathered on the campus of
Lubbock Christian University to
learn about — and participate in —
servant leadership under the theme
“Here am I, send me.”
“One of our main goals was to
encourage students to remain in the
faith after graduation,” Rubio said.
“We are hosted by a Christian university, but we encourage any type of
higher education for our students.”

The 40-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other contact
info to:
AMEN Ministry

amen.ministry@comcast.net
P.O. Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 372-7051

Pulpit Minister - Valliant, Okla.
The Valliant Church of Christ in beautiful
southeast Oklahoma is seeking a pulpit
minister. Both full and part-time options are
available. Compensation is negotiable.
Contact Tracy Mussett at:

(405) 999-6543
mussett@gmail.com
Send resume and references to:

Valliant Church of Christ
1001 N. Dalton Ave. / PO Box 252
Valliant, OK 74764

MINISTER SEARCH - Olathe, Kansas
The 151st Street Church of Christ is actively seeking a new preacher. Less than a year ago, with a
membership of 360, the 151st Street congregation planted a new congregation with 150 of our members
going with the plant. Our current preacher is now retiring, so we are looking for a replacement who will help
us regrow until we can plant again. The ideal candidate will be a “people person” who is positive, uplifting,
and scriptural in his preaching, and exemplary in his personal life.
Located in the Kansas City suburbs, we are an active, conservative congregation with about 225 members,
served by five elders, 18 deacons and two ministers. We have a high level of involvement among our members and emphasize putting the good of the body ahead of personal opinions and preferences.
The story of the church plant was recently featured on the front page of The Christian Chronicle (https://
christianchronicle.org/when-god-comes-with-a-loud-thud/). Please visit our website to learn more about the
congregation (https://ww.151cofc.com). To apply for this opening, please send a resume and sermons (or
links to sermons) to search@151cofc.com.

Minister
We are seeking a minister to work with our current pulpit minister with the intention
of transitioning into the full-time minister position. This minister will work with our
current pulpit minister and elders to serve the West Olive Church of Christ by providing
a balanced ministry of preaching, teaching and assisting the elders in implementing our
vision to help the congregation grow to its full potential in membership and spiritual
growth in Christ. We are a congregation of 450 members in a growing community west
of Phoenix, Ariz.
General Requirements: The ideal candidate should be a married, middle-aged man with
at least ten years of experience. He should be of strong personal faith and be doctrinally
.
sound and well grounded in the Scriptures. He should have an evangelistic heart to share
the Gospel with those who are lost.

K - 12 schoo l s
WESTBURY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

HOUSTON — The spare change of
students, their families and friends
added up to more than $8,400 for
ministries in Honduras and Haiti.
It’s the 20th consecutive year that
Westbury, a 500-student school associated with Churches of Christ, has
sponsored the fundraising drive.
In that time, students from age 3
to senior high have collected about
$180,000. Funds collected this
year will go to Mission Lazarus,
a ministry focused on community

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Principal Responsibilities: Responsibilities of this position include preaching, teaching
and participation in the life of our church family.
How to Apply:
Those interested in applying should mail a copy of their resume with picture and at
least three references to the attention of:

PHOTO provided

Students experience footwashing during
the youth conference in Lubbock.

West Olive Church of Christ
Attn: Elders
10935 W Olive Ave
Peoria, AZ 85345
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SPANN: ‘When we were attacked, you were attacked’
FROM PAGE 3

“The thing that happened to us,
we believe, was Satan’s attempt to
actually stop the church,” Spann
said. “When he attacked Burnette
Chapel, he attacked every body of
worshippers, wherever they may be.
“That’s why I think so many people are touched by what took place
at Burnette Chapel. When we were
attacked, you were attacked.”
Lipscomb, a 4,700-student school
associated with Churches of Christ,
honored the congregation with its
annual Kopio Award. The flameshaped award takes its name from a
Greek word that describes someone
who “works until utter exhaustion
for the glory of God,” said university
president Randy Lowry. The word
appears in texts including Matthew
11:28, in which Jesus says, “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”
“We don’t know what exhaustion can really be until we’re in the
moment,” Lowry said.
The accolade, he added, is appropriate for Burnette Chapel, a church
that has endured “a story that’s
tragic and yet a story that, woven
into it, has moments of grace and
forgiveness — and a sense that God
is working in a larger way with this
church and all of those who were
affected by this moment.”
That moment happened just after
Sunday morning worship on Sept. 24,
2017. A masked gunman waited outside in his car for the service to end.
He shot and killed Melanie Crow, a
38-year-old mother
of two children, in
the parking lot and
unleashed a barrage
of bullets. Seven other
church members
were injured, including Spann.
Before Lowry
Crow
presented the award,
reporter Eric Egan of WKRN read
snippet’s from the TV station’s
coverage of the tragedy, highlighting the bravery of Robert “Caleb”
Engle, 22, who confronted and
subdued the gunman, and Micah
Carter, 8, who barricaded the door
of a children’s classroom.

Kristi Jones

‘I don’t undertand, Lord, but I’ll keep going’

“There are those questions: ‘Was God there and protecting you?’ ‘Why, God?’ You
question that,” Joey Spann tells Rhonda Lowry during Lipscomb University’s Summer
Celebration. Lowry, adjunct faculty and wife of President Randy Lowry, interviewed
Spann about his childhood, his call to preach, his years of teaching and coaching
and the mass shooting that claimed a member of his congregation. “You still ask
‘Why did that have to happen?’” Spann said. “You end up either walking away or
saying, ‘I don’t understand, Lord, but I’ll keep going.’” Find a link to an audio file of
the interview and other Summer Celebration speakers at christianchronicle.org.
“While he did that, he protected
the other children inside,” Egan
said. “Not one of them was hurt on
that morning.”
In March, Carter was named Cub
Scout of the Year for
2017 by the Middle
Tennessee Council
of the Boy Scouts of
America.
Police arrested
25-year-old Emanuel
K. Samson, who had
attended the church
Carter
before disappearing a
few years prior to the shooting.
Since leaving the church, he had
threatened suicide and had two incidents of alleged domestic violence,
according to news reports. Police
found a note in Samson’s car referencing a 2015 shooting at a black
church in Charleston, S.C.

In March, Samson was indicted
on 43 criminal charges, including
murder, civil rights intimidation and
24 counts of aggravated assault. He
pleaded not guilty and is awaiting trial.
During the Lipscomb event,
Nashville Chief of Police Steve
Anderson appeared in a video
testimonial, praising the Burnette
Chapel church.
“In the face of tragedy last year,
they clung to each other; they clung
to their faith; they shared their story,”
Anderson said. “And all through this
tragic event they have been a rock.”
Actually, “we’re not,” Spann said as
he accepted the Kopio Award. “We’re
just normal Christians. But I guess
normal Christians have some rock in
them — and it’s Christ Jesus.”
The shooting has “changed us in
the fact that we do not go to church
anymore,” Spann said. “We gather

to worship. We come together.
I’m reminded of the first century
Christians and how every time they
gathered had to be an exciting thing
and a special thing because there
were those who were trying to take
it away from them. And they made
the most of each gathering. Well, we
do that at Burnette Chapel.”
Now “it’s extremely common to
hear the word ‘love’” at church,
Spann said. “We’re not a super
church. We’re just a group of
Christians that meet together in
Christ’s name. But we love each
other. We’ve been through something important, and I guess we’ll be
tied together from now on.”
After Spann spoke, a small group
of Burnette Chapel members
gathered in front of the stage.
Preachers, elders and their wives
from Churches of Christ across the
nation surrounded them as David L.
Solomon, chair of Lipscomb’s Board
of Trustees, led a prayer, quoting
the words of the apostle Paul in
Colossians 3: Bear with each other
and forgive one another ... Forgive as
the Lord forgave you.
“Father, we don’t know why this
happened,” Solomon prayed. “We don’t
understand why the pain and loss of
this fellowship had to be endured.”
Yet “we look at how this fellowship
has walked through this, the way
Joey has shared into the Antioch
community words of love, words of
forgiveness and words of thankfulness for this fellowship.”

Erik tryggestad

After a Sunday evening prayer in Allen
Arena, Summer Celebration participants
hug members of Burnette Chapel.
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Showcasing the moments of your life
and the lives of loved ones.

We Remember

— Proverbs 3:1-8. We love you always,
Bud, always!” — sisters Gwen, Rosalind,
Arnelious Crenshaw Jr. Lutricia, Valerie and Ruthie
“You are considered
On Aug. 28, 2017, we lost a great spiri- blessed if your father leaves
tual leader and friend — the late evangelist a financial inheritance. Many
would speak well of him
Arnelious Crenshaw Jr.
and how lucky the children
As we approach the first anniversary of
must be. As we reflect on this
his physical death, his family pays tribute
journey of life without our
to this powerful, humble man of God!
“Remembering you with love and thank- daddy, the common societal
view couldn’t be any further
fulness on this first anniversary of your
leaving us. God had a purpose for you, and from our collective truth.
He blessed you to open the Word and bless Daddy would always say,
‘You can’t go wrong going back to Scripture.’
many. I am at peace with the legacy you
Reflecting on what a rich legacy means, we
left us to follow. The way you opened up
revisit the writings of the Psalmist in chapter
the parables and teachings of Jesus helped
112:1-3. We are the daily manifestation of
all who were privileged to hear you underGod’s choice to use daddy to teach us the
stand more fully what Jesus was teaching.
importance of our Kingdom relationships,
You opened our eyes to our individual
fear of the Lord and bringing glory to His
evangelistic responsibility as children of
name as we navigate among the people. We
God to share the good news every day.
are and will be his spiritual legacy.” — chilWe must continue to move forward as we
dren Arlisa (Walter), Ollie Mechelle (Kevin),
remember our past while planting seeds
Jennifer (Jeramie), Arnelious Crenshaw III
for future generations to follow. I cherish
“A year already, it seems like just yesterday
the time we had together with our children,
we saw you earn your wings. We love you
grandchildren, family and friends, and all
so much, and words can’t express how tough
those He put in our lives to be a blessing
it has been without you, but we are taking
in the Kingdom. Missing you every day,
care of one another just like you taught us to.
loving you always.” — Dollie
This year has brought all of us through high
“Oh, Don Vito Corleone, godfather, it’s
so hard to believe a whole year has passed moments and low moments, but because of
the foundation that you laid in our lives and
since your departure. We’ve never known
familial relationships, we hold each other up
this present world without you, but are
and reflect on our many memories of you
thankful for the memories. Mom and Dad
were our first and best teachers about right often. We love you so much and thank you,
and wrong, love, and having joy and peace too, for the hilarious memories, life lessons
always in Christ Jesus, but, dear brother, as and unconditional love.” — grandchildren
Sydni, Anthony, Kori, Londyn, Livia, Leila
your faith and knowledge of God’s Word
“Arnelious Crenshaw Jr. was our uncle,
grew, ours did too! You were always eager
to share your revelations from God’s Word, godfather, and spiritual influence who
demonstrated his love deeply for his nieces
and we were excited to learn them. Thank
and nephews. We cannot take credit for the
you for being the greatest storyteller of all
family we are born into or in some cases
time. As you made so vivid the Godfather
trilogy, you did even greater with the Holy adopted into, as it is the divine providence
of God. We consider it a blessing from God
Scriptures, lifting them right off the page
and implanting them directly on our hearts to identify as part of a rich family of faith,

Special Request
Bryan Perrin
#1 on Mayo’s heart transplant list —
Bryan Perrin!
After much prayer and six major surgeries,
Bryan came from Kentucky to Minnesota six

august 2018

months ago to await a heart transplant at the
Mayo Clinic. Because of Bryan’s rare blood
type, doctors predicted that it would be
months before he received a match. He is
still waiting, and it’s been very difficult.
The family is again having to make some
major life changes. Bryan is moving into

hope, and love. Uncle was someone we could
always count on during our moments of joy,
those in-between times, and especially times
of personal struggles. As our spiritual
advisor and family counselor, we
thank you for giving guidance whenever it was needed, providing words
of inspiration that are forever engraved
in our hearts. For every important
occasion — performing wedding ceremonies, parenting and career advice,
home purchasing, or simply conversations on the porch — you were always
there. Thank you, Uncle. Our lives
are blessed because you helped to order our
steps in the way of the Lord. Acts 10:2 (KJV)
— ‘A devout man, and one that feared God
with all his house, which gave much alms to
the people, and prayed to God always.’ We
remember.” — Melody, Tommy, Lee ShaNe’,
Joseph, Courtney, Nekia, Henry, Ronnie,
Josh, Sarah, Roman, Naomi and all of your
great and great-great nieces and nephews.
“We remember how our Father blessed
you with the ability to transport your
listeners back into the ancient world in
order to introduce us to Biblical principles.
Then you would return us back to present
time with the challenge of applying God’s
Word. It was also from the parables of
Luke 15 that the love of the Father was
preached to us through Arnelious Crenshaw
Jr ... ‘Not from our western eyes, for the
Bible was written through eastern eyes.
Wrestling truth from familiarity.’ He simply
exposed the text. We remember the many
nurturing sessions filled with prayer and
careful investigation into our Father’s will.
Nehemiah 8:8 (KJV) – ‘So they read in
the book in the law of God distinctly, and
gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.’ This was the essence of
preaching to Arnelious Crenshaw Jr.” —
family ministers Tommy Palmer, Ron Ward,
Kevin Overton

O Thou Man of God
Ὦ άνθροωπε του Θεού

Rochester’s “transplant house” with others
who await transplants. Between medical
expenses for Bryan, several family medical
emergencies, home expenses back in
Kentucky and living expenses in Rochester,
the financial situation is overwhelming.
(Continued on Page 29)

Newsmakers

PHOTO PROVIDED

“Team Charcoal” is honored for its
environmental savvy in San Diego.
AWARDED: “Team Charcoal,”
students of Heritage Christian
College in Accra, Ghana, won the
Audience Choice Award and the
grand prize of $15,000 at the Global
Social Innovation Challenge in San
Diego. The global event featured
50 teams from 12 countries. The
team, Evans Kwarkye, Stephen
Nketsia and Austin Carboo, made
a presentation on turning human
waste into charcoal. They are
Bachelor of Business Administration
students at the college, which
is associated with Churches of
Christ. See the presentation at
christianchronicle.org.
NAMED: Charity Vinson, lower
school principal for Ezell-Harding
Christian School
in Antioch, Tenn.
Vinson and her
husband, Derrick,
worship with the
Schrader Lane
Church of Christ in
Nashville, Tenn.
Vinson
HONORED: Tom
Neely with the
25-year service
award from the
College Sports
Information
Directors of
America. Neely,
a member of
the Southside
Neely
Church of Christ in
Lexington, Ky., is assistant athletic
director for media relations at the
University of Kentucky.
NEW MINISTER: Chris Potter,
preacher for the Church of Christ in
Concan, Texas.
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This journey has left them with not enough
money to pay bills, with their only income
being Bryan’s minimal social security
disability check.

The Rochester Church of Christ asks
you and your church family to pray for the
Perrins and help them financially. Please send
tax-deductible gifts to the Rochester Church
of Christ (note “A gift for the Perrins” on
checks). Otherwise, write checks to “Perrin
Family Benefit Fund.” One hundred percent
of your gift will go to the Perrins!
The Perrins are very grateful to those
of you who have so graciously helped the
last six months. Weekly updates have been
shared at gigattaattgig.blogspot.com.
Please pray! Cards and notes of encouragement are welcome! Give what you
can: $5? $10? $20? $50? $100? $250?
$500? $1,000? Mail gifts, cards and notes
to: Rochester Church of Christ, Attn:
Perrin Family Benefit, 632 2nd St SW,
Rochester, MN 55902-2931.
Learn more about the Rochester Church
of Christ and our Hands of Compassion
ministry that hosts Mayo patients who
come from all over the world at www.
rochesterchurchofchrist.org.

New President and CEO
Mesquite, Texas — The board of directors of Christian Care Centers, Inc., has
named Sabrina R. Porter as the company’s
next president and chief executive officer, effective Aug. 20,
2018. Porter has been the president and CEO of Juliette Fowler
Communities in Dallas since 2012.
“Christian Care Centers has
selected a very strong leader
that knows the industry well,”
said Harold Tidwell, chairman
of Christian Care Trustees. “We
believe she will move our ministry
forward with the speed required to capitalize
on the opportunities in front of us. As president and CEO, Mrs. Porter’s priority will be
to use her vision and strategically plan for
the growth and the future of senior living for
Christian Care Centers, Inc.”

In her 39 years in healthcare, Porter has
served in numerous roles ranging from certified nurse aide to administrator, and from
executive director to vice president of resident and community relations. As a Stephen
Minister leader, she has also served as spiritual life director.
Porter is a graduate of Northwood
University. She is a member of The
Women’s Foundation of Texas and serves
on the board for Big Brothers Big Sisters,
Boy Scouts of America, Leadership
Southwest, National Benevolent
Association and Best Southwest Chamber.
She is a founding board member of
Transformation Vision Cedar Hill and
Hope Mansion, a girls in crisis pregnancy
home. Sabrina’s leadership culminated in
being named LeadingAge of Texas’ 2017
Dr. Herbert Shore Outstanding Mentor
of the Year Award. Sabrina is married to
Joel Porter, and they have three children.
Their family are members of the Cedar Hill
Church of Christ.
Founded in 1947, Christian Care
Centers, Inc. is a family of faith-based,
not-for-profit, Life Plan Senior Living
Communities throughout the Dallas/Fort
Worth metroplex. Christian Care Centers,
Inc. consists of three campuses: Christian
Care Senior Living Community in Allen,
Christian Care Senior Living Community
in Fort Worth and Christian Care Senior
Living Community Mesquite, serving
approximately 1,500 seniors annually.
Porter succeeds Phil Elmore, who joined
Christian Care Centers, Inc. as president and
CEO in February 2004. Elmore transformed
Christian Care into a sustainable model for
the future of senior living. He will serve as
Chief Operating Officer during this time of
transition until his retirement. Elmore has
been a colleague and friend of Porter and
was part of the succession committee in her
selection process.
Porter shares: “A vision often starts with
a simple decision, to care. The
Bible tells us the story of Esther.
My story is very similar. We were
girls who lost loved ones and/or
missed out on our childhood at a
young age, didn’t start off with
wealth, influence or vision and had
a quality of compassion. We care
deeply for others. God puts people
around us to help, teach and guide
us to our destiny and I believe like
Esther that God placed me here to guide,
inspire, influence and impact many lives.”
With men this is impossible, but with God
all things are possible. — Matthew 19:26
For more information, see
www.ChristianCareCenters.org.

Anniversaries
Joe and Carolyn Deem
65 years

Paul J. “Joe” and Carolyn Deem celebrated their 65th anniversary on June 13,
2018. They were married in Charleston,
W.Va., in 1953 while Joe served in the U.S.
Air Force. After a brief stint in Germany,
they lived in the Charleston area for 31
years before relocating to Jupiter, Fla., in
1984. Joe and Carolyn have been active
with congregations in both West Virginia
and Florida, most notably the Pine Grove
Church of Christ in Winfield, W.Va., the
Jupiter-Tequesta Church of Christ in Jupiter
and the Stuart Church of Christ in Stuart,
Fla. Joe has served as a song leader wherever they have attended and served as an
elder with the Stuart congregation. Carolyn
has been involved in numerous servant and
benevolent ministries as well.
A celebration was hosted in Port St. Lucie,
Fla., by their five children and nine grandchildren: Tim and Sabrina Deem (Brian
and Amanda) of Mount Dora, Fla.; Roger
and Sandy Deem (Meredith and Laura) of
Charlotte, N.C.; Tim and Cindy Orr (Katie
and Allison) of Port St. Lucie, Fla.; Randall
and Cindy Deem (Lexi and Cameron) of
Jupiter, Fla.; and Allison Roman (Trevin) of
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla.
Congratulations, Joe and Carolyn!

Memorials
Maurice Hinchliffe
(1930-2018)

Maurice Martin Hinchliffe, 88, left his
home at Lake Mexia and entered his home
in heaven on June 6, 2018. He was born
April 11, 1930, in
Mexia, Texas, to David
J. and Mollie Guthrie
Hinchliffe. He and his
twin sister, Margaret,
were greeted at home
by seven brothers and
sisters. After graduating high school, he
joined the U.S. Army and proudly served his
country as a sergeant in the Korean War.
He walked 20 miles daily, five days a
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week for 32 years as a city mail carrier in
Mexia. However, his major purpose in life
was as a Christian and being an untiring
servant for his Lord. This was the job to
which he happily committed his life.
Maurice married the love of his life,
Sadie Jewel Carter, on March 31, 1961, and
was a devoted husband for 57 years. He was
loved, admired and enjoyed by numerous
people, especially his grandchildren, who
spent long hours playing with their Pappy.
He served the Lord in numerous ways.
Maurice drove the church bus for children,
attended campaign missions for Christ,
taught World Bible School, supported Foster
Children’s Home, served prison and jail
ministries, and officiated several weddings.
Hinchliffe spread the Word on campaigns in
the South American nation of Guyana plus
Ghana, South Africa, England, Scotland,
Barbados, the West Indies, Australia, Belize
and throughout Central America. He also
campaigned throughout the United States,
making 19 missions from 1977 to 2006. For
31 years, Hinchliffe accomplished a total of
45 campaigns spreading the Word of Christ.
Many of those he helped convert ultimately
became ministers.
He loved fishing on the Navasota River
and Lake Mexia, playing 42 and visiting
his neighbors and friends with his grandchildren. Maurice will always be remembered as a great father, grandfather and
friend to a multitude of people. He was the
end of a great and glorious era.
He was preceded in death by his
parents; grandson Josef Eric Mohundro;
brothers Bernie, Howard, Jimmy, Norman
and Winfred Hinchliffe; sisters Mary
Crow, Margaret Hinchliffe and Addie
Hinchliffe; and son-in-law Finis Peyton.
Maurice is survived by his wife, Jewell
Hinchliffe of Mexia; daughters Kay Sellers
(David) Mohundro of Nacogdoches and
Gail Sellers Peyton of Teague; grandchildren Eric Batts, Preston “Pep” Batts,
Hillary Batts Chandler and Amanda Sellers;
great-grandchildren Ryan Pipkin, Caitlyn
Payne, Alyssa Harris, Tyler Batts, Rhiannon
Gresham, Eva Chandler, Khade Gresham
and Preston Batts; and great-great grandchildren Kinsleigh Pipkin and Rustin Harris.
JoAnn Harber, 85,
May 30, San Antonio,
Texas.

Winona Skaggs, 78,
June 20, Edmond, Okla.
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editorial

In a dangerous
world, trust God

A

s we report on Page 1, a
mission team from the
Reidland Church of Christ
in Paducah, Ky., recently
spent a week helping Puerto Rico
recover from Hurricane Maria.
While there, the group of
26 Christian men, women and
children witnessed a hurricane
scare of their own. Residents still
anxious from Maria — not to
mention Hurricane Irma before it
— flocked to stores to buy water
and supplies amid fears that a
storm named Beryl might do
damage to the still-reeling island.
But while the Kentucky volunteers prayed about the weather,
they did not let fear dissuade them.
They kept painting, hammering
and sweating as they showed love
and compassion to Christians and
non-Christians alike.
“I trust God,” Reidland member
Kelly Walden said before the
storm weakened. “I’m not going
to stress over the weather.”
About the same time, a
different kind of storm — a
political one — erupted in Haiti.
As we note on Page 3, a mission
team from the Cornerstone
Church of Christ in Florence,
Ala., got caught up in that chaos.
But like the Kentucky group, the
Alabama Christians did not cower.
“You just trust in God, and that’s
what we did,” Debbie Dupuy said.
Steve Teel, president of the
Baxter Institute in Honduras,
offers these wise words: “The
possibility of violence is present
and has been present for God’s
servants through the centuries.
Discernment is most important
in all decisions, which is not easy
for elders to gauge.
“But ultimately, being overly
cautious keeps you out of (the)
world. Jesus’ ‘Go!’ governed
Paul’s ‘I must go!’”
Yes, be discerning. But no, don’t
be fearful. In a dangerous world,
trust God. Always trust God.
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What is a ‘salvation issue?’
USING THE TERM as shorthand to separate important commands from lesser ones begs
the question: Who decides the list? An Australian church member ponders the issue.

T

he term ‘salvation issue’ typically pops up when individuals
differ on a point of Christian
teaching.
One says, “Oh,
Views
this isn’t a salvation
issue. Let’s agree
to disagree on
this.” The suggestion is that this
particular teaching
is not important
to one’s salvation.
Conversely, if someBenny Tabalujan
thing is a salvation
issue, then we must get it right in
order to be saved.
I’ve been wondering whether I
should use the term. After mulling this
over, I’m leaning against it. Let me give
three reasons for my reluctance:
First, “salvation issue” seems to
me to be a well-intentioned but
ultimately unhelpful shorthand.
Many who use it believe that some
biblical commands are more important than others. They use “salvation issue” to focus on God’s key
commands, while creating freedom
for Christians to have different views
on lesser commands.
I applaud the intention. After
all, Jesus said the two greatest
commands are to love God and
to love our neighbor (Matthew
22:34-40). Elsewhere, he noted that
practicing the “weightier matters”
of justice, mercy, and faithfulness is
more important than giving “a tenth
of your spices” (Matthew 23:23).
However, using “salvation issue”
as shorthand to separate important
commands from lesser ones begs the
question: Who decides the list?
In the absence of a biblical checklist, humans tend to make up their
own based on cultural norms,
denominational distinctives and
personal preferences. Many today
have reduced the list to two: loving
God and loving others. They then
leave it to you to decide what these

two commands involve.
convinced vegetarian or cause them
Second, using the term “salvato stumble. To such a person, eating
tion issue” seems to approach
meat is sin and results in condemnathe Christian life in a more static tion. If need be, we should exercise
than dynamic sense. It tends to
self-restraint and avoid eating meat,
focus on whether a person is right
at least in their presence.
before God at a specific moment.
This suggests that what we see as
In contrast, Scripture suggests
a “non-salvation issue” for us can be
that salvation is a process incorpoa “salvation issue” for others.
rating both justification (being made
More than that, Paul tells us not
right with God) and sanctification
to make light of that issue — lest
(being made holy). The dynamic
we “destroy someone for whom Christ
process of sanctification suggests
died” (Romans 14:15). Non-salvation
increasing knowledge and action.
issues can be that serious.
We’re to work out our salvation
Some conclusions for reflection:
“with fear and trembling, for it is God
• As we study Bible questions,
who works in you to will and to act
let’s resist the temptation to major in
in order to fulfill his good purpose”
minors and fall into legalism.
(Philippians 2:12-13).
• It’s better to use the term
Even though sin can stain us each
“weightier matters” instead of the nonday, as long as we’re walking in the
biblical term “salvation issue.” Using
light, confessing our sins, Jesus’
biblical terms for biblical concepts
blood washes away all our wronghelps us stay close to the Scriptures.
doing (1 John 1:7-10).
• Even the not-so-weighty matters
Third, even if we can get
are not to be neglected. The fact that
most people to agree on a list
some commands are more important
of salvation issues, there’s the
to us than others does not free us
trap of making light
to focus on the former
of matters which
and disregard the latter.
are not on that list.
We’re called to uphold
If attending Sunday
all commands and
church services isn’t a
eschew all sin.
salvation issue, why not
• In one sense, it
skip some (or most)
seems that any sin
services? If having
can become a “salvachurch elders isn’t a
tion issue” because sin
salvation issue, why
separates us from God.
strive toward having an
Conversely, is it possible
eldership?
that grace can trump a
Find additional coverage at
Having a list of salva“salvation issue?”
www.christianchronicle.org.
tion issues can thus
Salvation appears to be
foster a dismissive attia dynamic process. We
tude toward other commands.
do well to walk in the light, abiding in
In Romans 14, Paul addressed
Christ and being strengthened by the
the mixed Jewish/Gentile church
Holy Spirit, all to God’s glory.
in Rome on the question of keeping

dietary laws. (You also can find this
benny tabalujan is editor of InterSections, a
discussed in 1 Corinthians 8.) Paul’s
publication for Churches of Christ in Australia and the
teaching is clear: No food is unclean
South Pacific. Read an expanded version of this piece
in its essence, and so eating meat is
at www.intersections.com.au/food-for-thought.
fine. Yet we should not be contempTabalujan and his family worship with the Belmore
tuous towards a Christian who is a
Road Church of Christ in Melbourne, Australia.
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Freedom of association
demands godly wisdom
character, a success story in all the
ways that matter.
All of us, from high school students
and up, have seen examples of what
happens when freedom is used to
make bad choices. We know people
reedom is that God-given power who showed promise in athletics, in
we have to make choices — to
academics or in the arts who exerchoose where we go,
cised their freedom in such
what we do and with
In the Word a way that these gifts were
whom we will associate.
wasted and never fully develBut the people we allow
oped. Let’s use our freedom
into our lives can have a
to maximize the abilities
profound impact on who we
God has given each of us.
become. We must use our
And let’s always be
freedom wisely.
mindful of the liberating
I remember the words one
freedom we have in Christ.
of my brothers in Christ,
It is liberating to know that
Clyde Sales, used to say on
Michael E. Flowers Jesus has freed us from the
this subject. If your goal in
bonds of sin. It is also liberlife is to be an alcoholic, you can do
ating to know that, in order to obtain
three things to accomplish this goal: and enjoy this freedom, all we have
Find a group of people engaged
to do is be obedient to the commands
in the practice of abusing alcohol,
of Jesus we find in the Bible.
go associate with that group, and
We must grow and nurture our
imitate their behavior. If you do
faith in God, using wisely the freethese things, you will achieve your
doms he has bestowed on all of us.
goal — and likely destroy your life
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
and the lives of those around you.
is freedom.” The apostle Paul shares
Fortunately, this pattern also can
that truth in 2 Corinthians 3:17. The
be true for good behavior. If you
spirit of the Lord works in each of us.
want to succeed in life, find a group
Allow that spirit to work.
of dedicated individuals who practice
the moral standards they preach.
MICHAEL E. FLOWERS is a deacon of the
Associate with them, and model their Genessee Avenue Church of Christ in Columbus,
positive behaviors. Chances are that
Ohio. This devotional is adapted from a speech he
you, too, will be known as a person of gave to the church’s 2018 high school graduates.
Make no friendship with an angry
man; and with a furious man thou
shalt not go: Lest thou learn his
ways, and get a snare to thy soul.
— Proverbs 22:24-25, King James Version
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FROM OUR READERS

Racism in the pews requires our better angels
The July issue touched me with
great joy and a little sadness.
The Chronicle has been a great
blessing to me with its unending
commitment to spreading the good
news and growing pains of our
increasingly international brotherhood. I have been continually
encouraged by the reports of the
tireless works of the many engaged
in the many mission efforts of the
church, both foreign and domestic.
The sadness came when I was
confronted with the persistence of

racism in the pews (“We still have two
brotherhoods,” Page 3). Fortunately.
I was also reading Jon Meacham’s
new book, “The Soul of America:
The Battle for Our Better Angels” by
which I was reminded that America
has seen some really dark times
because of racism and come out of
each a stronger and better people.
If one of God’s instruments can
successfully resist the efforts of the
evil one to divide, then surely we, for
whom Christ died, can accept no less.
Chuck Reed | Rawlins, Wyo.

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

31

32

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

REVIEWS

Our word choices frame the way we view our
past. Jesus calls us to reframe with words of life.

I

love words. I’ve always loved words. In first sticks and stones tossed our way.
grade my school hosted a poetry contest.
Spencer suggests four essential areas in which
We all wrote poems and made artwork to
the words we choose frame and form our souls:
go with them. My poem won first place. My
• remembering the past
art was woefully lacking. I didn’t care.
• anticipating the future
In Print
In “Reframing the Soul: How
• dwelling with ourselves
Words Transform Our Faith,”
• engaging with others
Gregory Spencer lays out the way
The words we choose do not change
words work. We don’t just remember
what happened in the past or preempt
the past, he writes; we frame it with
the future, but they do frame our
words. We use words to frame our
perceptions and, therefore, emotions
entire world — and our souls.
and responses and the ways in which
Jesus calls us to reframe our lives
we walk with ourselves and others.
with words of grace instead of law,
If I look back on a life of loss and
Christine Fox Parker sorrow — with words of hatred and
words of love instead of retaliation.
Spencer, professor of communicablame for those who took and hurt —
tion at Westmont College, a Christian liberal
I will likely anticipate more of the same. I will
arts school in California, writes with rare and
act protectively and engage others with words
refreshing genuineness and approachability,
that question motives and criticize mistakes.
allowing his own flaws to shine alongside his
If, however, I am able to see a larger landmany moments of greatness. He creates an
scape, I might learn to see that those who
aura of heartfelt conversation in a living room
wounded me have stories — stories that don’t
over a cup of good, strong coffee.
necessarily excuse their behavior, but perhaps
Words, he suggests,
explain how they knew no
provide windows for our
other way.
world. Through them we
Reframing the past does
look upon the landscape of
not necessarily lead to
our lives and gain underchanges in relationships
standing of what we feel,
with the wounders in the
hear, touch, taste, experipresent, Spencer writers.
ence. Words are the means
But it can lead to new ways
of describing all that we
of anticipating the future,
perceive — and the basis
dwelling with ourselves
for how we relate, or fail
and engaging others.
to relate, to our neighbors
As a therapist, mentor,
and communities.
friend and minister,
The words we choose
“Reframing the Soul” offers
for our window frames
me fresh, new language to
affect the landscaping of
go deeper into the narraour lives — whether we fill
tives of those I walk with,
our frames with words of
whether they speak the
grief and despair or gratilanguage of God or not.
tude and hope, whether we
As I finished the converhave peace with ourselves
sation of words, I had
and love for others or see
a renewed view of the
relationships as zero-sum Gregory Spencer. Reframing the Soul: landscape of my life, a
How Words Transform Our Faith.
games. Our landscapes
refreshed sense of peace
Abilene, Texas.: Leafwood Publishers,
change as our window
in myself and a vibrant
2018. 256 pages. $15.99.
frames change.
vision of my future.
Our souls will follow suit.
Life, as it were, is all
Make no mistake — this is not a slap-a-smile- together more God-sighted and resonating.
on-your-face, namby-pamby book about making
I do so love words.
your life great again after a divorce, a terrible
illness or a shocking revelation about the past.
christine FOx parker is a marriage and family therapist,
“Reframing the Soul” dives deep and shows
speaker and co-editor and contributor to “Surrendering to Hope:
all of us who yearn to live the calling to “be holy Guidance for the Broken.” She worships with the Grand Central
because I, Yahweh your God, am holy” how the
Church of Christ in Vienna, W.Va. See more of her writing at
words we use are far more powerful than any
www.christinefoxparker.com.
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Preacher covers every verse
of Mark’s fast-paced gospel

D

avid Stewart, a longtime minister for Churches
of Christ in Arkansas and Kansas, has written a
very usable commentary on the Gospel of Mark.
In many commentaries, the very thing you
would most like to know seems to get skipped over —
or is dealt with in an unclear way.
What we're
Not so in “A Commentary on
reading
Mark.” Every verse is covered, and
after each chapter an application section
contains illustrations and suggestions
for preaching and teaching this gospel.
Regarding the author of Mark,
Stewart mentions the young man in
chapter 14 who fled naked, except for
a linen sheet over his body, after the
arrest of Jesus. Stewart is not certain
Paul Pollard
this is Mark. However, he does make
the point that Mark, also known as
John Mark, probably came from a wealthy family and
was closely associated with Peter — who may have
been the source of much of Mark’s information.
Regarding Mark’s style, Stewart points to the
gospel’s fast pace, accentuated by the adverb “immediately,” its vivid portrayal of events (probably reflecting
the testimony of Peter), its “sandwich technique,”
inserting one story into another, and its use of the
“Messianic Secret.”
When you read Stewart’s
comments on a verse, you
don’t go away scratching
your head. He does support
his points with references to
Greek and Hebrew, but not in
a way that hinders the reader.
He does not buy into
destructive scholarly
approaches to the text, but
instead draws on the best of
mainstream academic study.
He makes use of ancient
sources such as Tacitus,
David Stewart, A
Josephus and various
Commentary on Mark.
rabbinic texts, and also
brings in Restoration scholars Searcy, Ark. Stewart
such as J.W. McGarvey and Publications, 2016. 914
pages. $32.
W.K. Pendleton.
This is an excellent
commentary for those who want straightforward,
informed exposition of Scripture in touch with
modern scholarship.
Other noteworthy commentaries on Mark
by scholars from Churches of Christ are Earle
McMillan’s from 1973 and Alan Black’s from 1995.
Stewart’s work is a fitting addition to these.
paul pollard is a distinguished emeritus professor of Bible and
biblical languages at Harding University in Searcy, Ark. He is an elder of
the College Church of Christ in Searcy.
What are you reading? Send submissions to erik@christianchronicle.org.
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Your legacy of faith lives on when you
name the Chronicle in your estate

S

o many print publications,
receive the retirement plan funds,
including those focused on
the children must pay income taxes
faith, have suffered and died in on the amount received as the funds
recent years, yet The Christian
come out of the plan.
Chronicle remains strong.
For individuals who intend to
For that, we praise God.
make a charitable gift
To our readers through their estate plan, it
We also thank you, our
quarter of a million readers.
often is tax-efficient to name
In the past 22 years I have
a charity as a beneficiary of
been blessed to witness
the retirement plan assets
a growing relationship of
and to give other estate
mutual respect between you
assets to family members.
and the Chronicle. We thank
Often family members will
all of you who contribute
not pay taxes on these other
financially to this work, and
assets, and the income-tax
Lynn McMillon exempt charity (The Christian
we are eternally grateful for
your generosity.
Chronicle) will not pay income
Now I humbly ask that you help us
tax on the retirement plan gift as well.
ensure the future of this publication by
Naming the Chronicle as a benefiincluding us in your estate planning.
ciary of your retirement plan is as
As we have worked steadily
simple as calling the custodian of your
toward providing reliable, wellretirement plan and asking them to
written and inspiring stories of
update your beneficiary designation.
churches across the nation and
Today, more and more people are
around the world, you have consismaking gifts from their IRA directly
tently expressed your understanding to charity using the Qualified
and appreciation of the positive role
Charitable Distribution. This allows
the Chronicle plays in keeping our
a taxpayer who is at least 70 and
13,000 autonomous congregations
a half — who is forced to take
connected and well-informed.
mandatory withdrawals from their
By now, you know that we work
retirement plan — to give a nonhard to keep costs down and to be
taxable gift to a charity rather than
the very best stewtaking the money
‘For individuals who intend themselves and
ards of your money
that we can be.
taxes on the
to make a charitable gift paying
Dedicated Christians
distribution.
serve as our trustees, through their estate plan, it I know that a lot of
keeping vigilant
often is tax-efficient to name this sounds compliwatch over everycated and laden
a charity as a beneficiary of with jargon. We’re
thing the Chronicle
does. You’ll find their the retirement plan assets.’ here to help. Please
names in the staff
call the Chronicle’s
box on Page 4.
attorney, Stephen
One of the easiest ways to make a
Eck, at (405)425-5080 for a free, no
significant difference in the mission
obligation consultation, or email me
of this publication is to name the
directly and allow us to discuss a
Chronicle as a beneficiary of your
plan that works best for you.
retirement plan.
We humbly ask you to join the
Most plans, including 401(k),
ranks of your brothers and sisters
403(b) and Traditional IRAs, are
in Christ who in recent years have
funded with pre-tax dollars or taxblessed The Christian Chronicle in
deductible dollars. Since these
this manner.
dollars have not been previously
Thanks again for your support of
taxed, when they pay out from the
this ministry. Because of you, the
retirement plan the IRS requires
Chronicle can be set on an even
taxes to be paid.
more solid foundation for the future.
When the owner of a retirement
plan passes away and their children
Contact: lynn.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org
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College of Business, Faculty Positions
College of Business, Department of Management, Entrepreneurship and
Marketing, and Department of Accounting, Finance and Economics
The mission of the Lipscomb University College of Business is to "develop business leaders
who embrace the values and virtues of Jesus." Lipscomb University is centrally located in
Nashville, Tennessee, a vibrant and rapidly growing business and health care center. The
university is associated with the churches of Christ, and members with an advanced degree
in business are encouraged to apply.
Position Available: Beginning January 1, 2019, or later as mutually agreed.
Faculty Positions: Two tenure track positions are available: 1) health care administration
(F0098P) and 2) finance/economics (F0055P). These positions offer an exciting opportunity
to join an innovative, faith-oriented and student-centered business program. The college is
highly rated by Bloomberg/Business Week and Poets&Quants. Qualifications include:
• An earned doctorate degree (PhD, DBA, DHA or equivalent). Doctoral students nearing
graduation will be considered.
• Demonstrated teaching experience in business.
• Record of scholarship to qualify the faculty member as Scholarly Academic (SA) under
AACSB accreditation standards. Recent doctoral graduates are qualified for five years.
• Industry experience strongly preferred.
Rank and Salary: Experience and qualifications will determine academic rank, and salaries
are nationally competitive by AACSB standards.
Application Information: Interested candidates should submit contact information for three
references, a curriculum vita, a teaching portfolio, and a letter of application that briefly
addresses scholarly interests, career goals, and teaching philosophy. Review of applications
will continue until all positions are filled. Electronic submissions are encouraged at: https://
lipscomb.peopleadmin.com/
Contact: Andrew S. Borchers, DBA, Professor and Associate Dean of the College of Business,
Lipscomb University at: andy.borchers@lipscomb.edu
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