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S.C. church
battles opioid
‘emergency’
ADDICTS FIND LOVE, hope —
and Jesus — through
ministries focused on
recovery and discipleship.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SURFSIDE BEACH, S.C. — Opioids, meet
Jesus.
The drugs behind a crisis that
President Donald Trump recently
characterized as a “national emergency” are no match for the savior
of the world.
That’s a frequent message at the
Grand Strand Church of Christ,
which has become a haven for
prodigal sons — and daughters —
caught up in addiction.
“The whole congregation kind of
took me in and just
showed me as much
love as they can,”
said Jordan Taylor,
a recovering heroin
addict who served
prison time for drug
crimes. “I went
through ups and
Taylor
downs, and they’d
always accept me with open arms.
“They would never judge me or
anything like that,” added Taylor,
who was baptized after showing up
for the church’s Celebrate Recovery
program and studying the Bible.
The church in this beach town battles an epidemic — linked to opioids
that include heroin and prescription
painkillers such as oxycodone and
fentanyl — that has caused drug
overdoses to skyrocket nationally.
See OPIOIDS, Page 10

VIDEO STILL VIA NBC.COM

Christian family from Georgia has three ‘Little Big Shots’

“Hello, Mr. Steve,” sing Nya, Kaden and Brooklynn Johnson as they joke with comedian Steve Harvey on NBC’s “Little Big Shots.” The
three siblings, who worship with the West Hill Church of Christ in Valdosta, Ga., sang The Temptations’ hit “My Girl” on a recent episode.
When they sing, “they take their character along with them,” their father told The Christian Chronicle.
SEE OUR INTERVIEW, Page 23

‘Before you kill me, first hear me’
PERSECUTION OF CHRISTIANS is on the rise in India, but church members
say the struggles have deepened their commitment to share the Gospel.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘T

WICHITA, Kan.
hey have mouths, but cannot
speak; eyes, but cannot see.”
From the safety of a kitchen
table in suburban Kansas,
Joseph Ghorpade reads Psalm 115
— a passage he’s found effective
when sharing his Christian faith with
Hindus in his native India. The psalm
speaks of “idols of silver and gold,” not
unlike the ornate statues that coat the
monumental towers of Hindu temples,

representing millions of gods and goddesses claimed by the religion.
“These words are the power of
the Lord to save the dying person,”
Ghorpade says, pointing to the pages
of his well-worn Bible.
But sharing those words in his homeland can be dangerous.
And it’s getting worse.
A preacher-training school in southern India, associated with Churches
of Christ, reports the deaths of two
students and a Christian convert in the
See PERSECUTION, Page 14

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Joseph Ghorpade shares the
Bible verses he uses when he
speaks to Hindus in India.
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Charlottesville:
our Battle
of the Bulge?

‘H

OKLAHOMA CITY
ow can you say
God is the captain
of your life, if
you can’t make
it through the storm down
here?
Inside Story
“My Jesus
can calm
your storm.”
The lyrics,
sung by
the incredible Terri
Mays, were
especially
Erik Tryggestad
powerful
and poignant
this Saturday night.
Mays, a member of the 1st
and Georgia Church of Christ
in Chickasha, Okla., and her
family made the hour-long
drive up the turnpike to join
us at the Memorial Road
Church of Christ for Songfest.
The evening of beautiful
a cappella, sung by choral
groups from across the
metro, was part of an effort
by predominantly black and
predominantly white congregations to fellowship intentionally and get to know
each other better.
We call it United in Christ.
Earlier that Saturday,
1,200 miles away, deadly
violence erupted as white
nationalists clashed with
counter-protesters in
Charlottesville, Va.
“I’m disgusted,” said
my friend Jeremie Beller,
congregational minister
for the Wilshire Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City,
as he addressed the mostly
black audience, “and it’s
important that you hear a
short, white guy say that.”
Many of those spewing
See BATTLE, Page 4
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At 50th anniversary of Detroit riot, churches model unity

No more ‘us and them’

PHOTO BY TONY SPINA, COURTESY OF DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION, DETROIT FREE PRESS

National Guardsman Gary Ciko checks buildings for snipers during the 1967 riot, which resulted in 43 deaths and 1,189 injuries.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T
BOBBY ROSS JR.

Bettye Smith, left, greets Alice Boyd,
widow of late minister Vernon Boyd, at
the Oakland Church of Christ.

DETROIT
he boys — one black, one white
— were 10 years old.
Ive Edwards lived close to
where the chaos started. Smoke
filled his nostrils as arsonists
set his hometown ablaze. Looters ran
by his window. Army tanks rolled
down the street. The pop-pop-pop of
gunfire pierced his ears. Afraid of stray
bullets, he dove under his bed.
Greg Guymer witnessed the turmoil
from Detroit’s outskirts. Helicopters
whipped overhead, soldiers’ legs dan-

gling out like a scene from Vietnam.
Fear paralyzed him, but his grandfather admonished him to hide in the
basement if the war zone approached.
Fifty years after the 1967 Detroit
riot, Edwards and Guymer recounted
their experiences as two congregations sought to model Christian unity
in a nation that still struggles mightily with race — as illustrated by the
recent fatal clashes between white
supremacist groups and counterprotesters in Charlottesville, Va.
Even before Charlottesville, the
predominantly black Oakland Church
See DETROIT, Page 6

Christians knock doors, plant seeds in Charlotte
BY HAMIL R. HARRIS | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — She spent the morning
knocking on doors that wouldn’t open.
So, as Veaches Cooper walked into
the meeting place of the Northside
Church of Christ for lunch, she clung to
the words she heard from the pulpit on
the first day of the Crusade for Christ:
“I am planting seeds, one soul at a time.”
“This is the first time in my 36 years
that I have experienced something

like this,” said Cooper, who spent five
days in Charlotte as
part of the Crusade,
a campaign that has
taken place in a major
U.S. city every two
years since 1979.
Although more than
2,500 believers from
Churches of Christ
Cooper
across the country
joined their Charlotte brethren for the

Crusade, it was easy to feel “less than,”
participants told The Christian Chronicle.
A more well-known crusader, Billy
Graham, has a parkway named in
his honor here. Multi-level buildings
bearing crosses, representing multiple denominations, line the streets of
North Carolina’s largest city, population 2.5 million. Churches of Christ
aren’t nearly as plentiful here as they
are to the west in Tennessee. The
See CRUSADE, Page 26

4

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

INSIDE STORY

BATTLE: It sometimes seems like we’re losing. We aren’t.
FROM PAGE 3

words of hate in Virginia likely are
churchgoers, Beller said, and too few
white Christians are willing to stand
against racist ideology publicly.
“I’m disgusted that we have not
called sin ‘sin,’” Beller said, “and
racism is sin.”
As we listened to the vocal groups,
including Women In Need of God
Sing (WINGS), and the United
Men’s Chorus, I glanced at my two
girls, ages 9 and 3, sitting in the pew,
thumbing through their coloring
books. What kind of future are we
leaving for them? With all of this
anger boiling over into beatings,
murder, police becoming targets, it
seems we’re going backward.
Our small efforts to unite just
aren’t working. Our world feels like a
war zone, and we’re losing.
I’ve been reading about a time
in World War II when our soldiers
must’ve felt like they were losing.
It was called the Battle of the
Bulge. After the D-Day invasion at
Normandy, the Allies were advancing
into Nazi Germany in December
1944. Desperate for victory, Hitler
mustered more than a quartermillion troops and thrust them
into the heavily forested Ardennes,
attempting to split the Allied forces.
Hitler threw everything he had
into the fight, conscripting children
as young as 12 and old men into
military service as part of his “total
war” against the Allies. For a while
it appeared to be working. An estimated 80,000 Americans were killed,
wounded or captured. There was
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Terri Mays and fellow church
members sing during the United in
Christ Songfest in Oklahoma City.

a bulge in the Allied lines, moving
back into France, hence the name.
But the tide turned, thanks in
no small part to the bravery of
American soldiers including Gen.
Anthony McAuliffe, who had a oneword answer for the Germans who
demanded he surrender the town of
Bastogne: “Nuts!” Soon, the German
supply lines were exhausted. Their
forces were devastated. They never
recovered. The Allies won.
What if we’re in a Battle of the
Bulge right now? What if the forces
of racial hatred — some of them
old men, some just boys — are
acting out of sheer desperation,
masking fear with a false sense of
empowerment?
What if they know, deep down
inside, that their time is up?
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Isn’t our oldest adversary fighting
this same battle? Satan knows he’s
beaten. Jesus has set us free. The
Evil One’s days are numbered, so
he will inflict as much pain and
suffering as he can until God finally
ends him. It’s pathetic, really.
But sometimes that suffering
seems so bad that we think the
devil’s gaining ground. He isn’t.
His only tools are death, decay and
worldliness.
“But take heart!” Jesus tells us in
John 16. “I have overcome the world.”
As the Songfest concluded, my
3-year-old, Lucy, was squirming and
fussing. My wife took her to the
foyer. Before the final prayer, all of
us stood and sang, “Let the glory of
the Lord rise among us.”
I looked for my wife. She had
stopped on the way back to our pew
— because Lucy had spotted “Mr.
Jerry” and insisted that they say hi.
Jerry Way, our church’s prison
ministry director, is AfricanAmerican. On Sunday mornings
he leads the devotional for our
preschool kids during Bible class.
They sing “Wise Man Built His
House Upon the Rock” and “This
Little Light of Mine.”
It turns out Lucy had been
squirming and fussing because she
wanted to see Mr. Jerry. She leaped
into his arms and hugged him like
she had found a long-lost friend.
“That made my day,” Jerry told me.
Mine too.
“My Jesus can calm your storm.”
CONTACT: erik@christianchronicle.org
The Christian Chronicle® encourages feedback
that promotes thoughtful and respectful discussion.
Letters and comments should not exceed 300 words if
possible and may be edited for length and clarity.
Comments to the print or online editions are
considered to be letters to the editor and may be
published. Please include name, city and state of residence, as well as home congregation.
The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from
those who purchase the advertising space.
News coverage, opinion columns, reviews, letters
to the editor and advertising do not necessarily represent the views of or constitute endorsement by the
editors, the staff, the Board of Trustees of The Christian
Chronicle or Oklahoma Christian University.
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Amid Charlottesville
violence, acts of service
CHARLOTTEsville, Va. — On the day
that white supremacists rallied in
this college town and a car plowed
into a group of counter-protesters,
members of a small Church of
Christ helped a fellow Christian
with cancer move homes.
“I wish more people would
spend time serving someone who
looks different than themselves
instead of yelling vulgar words or
physically harming them,” said
Andy Anderegg, a member of the
Rugby Avenue Church of Christ
in Charlottesville. “That is what
a group of us were doing during
much of Saturday’s violence.
“It is hard to hate someone you
serve in Christian love.”
The congregation of about 120
souls — like many churches
across the U.S. — offered prayers
for their city and the nation during
Sunday worship, the day after the
attack that killed a 32-year-old
woman and injured 19 people.
“We are a racially integrated
church and are happy to be so,”
said another member, Clark
Coleman. “We do not teach politics,
but we support all our Christian
brothers and sisters of all races and
ethnicities in times of trouble.
“We prayed about how we could
fulfill our Christian duty as peacemakers when the subject comes
up at work and in our neighborhoods. We are determined to be
peacemakers and to be unified for
Christ.”
The Christian Chronicle® is published monthly and is
served by a national Board of Trustees that is charged
with the responsibility for policy and governance.
All trustees, editors and staff are active members of
Churches of Christ.

Trustees:
Deon Fair, chairman
Ed Biggers • Alfred Branch • Dwain Chaffin
John deSteiguer • James Moore
Robert Oglesby Sr. • Mike O’Neal • Barry Packer
Harold Redd • Milton Sewell • Gary Tabor
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s p otlight

10-year Agape Blitz

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JASON HELTON

‘Bible Barn Seed and Feed’ VBS puts a modern spin on Parable of the Sower
Brandon Pressnell, Vacation Bible School coordinator at the Madison Church of Christ in Alabama, encourages children to watch out for the
bad guys, the Weevil Brothers. Sam Thrasher, aka “Bo Weevil,” sneaks up with his pet skunk, hoping to convince the kids to reject God’s seed.
Madison’s “Bible Barn Seed and Feed” VBS featured a modern-day application of the Parable of the Sower. The approach was to teach the
story of the sower from Matthew 13 while using fictitious characters in learning centers to help personify the different types of hearts. The
children enjoyed interacting with Hank, the Bible Barn co-op specialist, as he encouraged all to prep their soil for God’s seed.

ILLINOIS

COLLINSVILLE — More than 100 people
attended the recent inaugural service
of The Crossings Church Collinsville
in the ballroom of the Doubletree Inn.
The congregation is the third
St. Louis-area church plant by The
Crossings Church, a Church of Christ
in Wentzville, Mo., staff member Wes
Woodell said. A fourth church plant is
planned in 2020.

MICHIGAN

BRIGHTON — Every Tuesday, more
than 100 people visit the Brighton
Church of Christ to receive donated
clothing, household goods and toys.
“We have no restrictions, no interviews,” minister Adam Mathews said.
“Some are immigrants who send
clothing home. Many are poor, using
our ministry to clothe their families.”

TEXAS

ALLEN — “Aunt Melba” Warrach was
a huge fan of country and western
music.
Into her 90s, she
loved to wear cowboy
boots, blue jeans and
rhinestone-studded
denim jackets,
recalled her nephew
Harold Tidwell.
“Before she moved
Warrach
to Christian Care,
her preferred mode of transportation was her late husband’s pickup
truck,” said Tidwell, an elder of the
Greenville Oaks Church of Christ in
Allen, north of Dallas.
Perhaps it’s fitting that Aunt Melba
died on the same day as one of the
stars she adored: Glen Campbell,
the legendary singer of “Rhinestone

Cowboy” and “Wichita Lineman.”
Both were diagnosed in their latter
years with Alzheimer’s disease.
Warrach, 97, “passed away very
peacefully” Aug. 8 at the Bluebonnet
Memory Care unit at Christian Care
Centers’ newest senior living community in Allen, her nephew said.
As part of its Caregivers series, The
Christian Chronicle profiled Aunt
Melba in a front-page story earlier
this year.
HOUSTON — The growing Vietnamese
Church of Christ meets at the
Northwest Church of Christ’s
youth house while raising funds to
construct its own building.
The congregation started with
the conversion of three leaders of a
denominational church.
The group already has purchased

PORTLAND, Ore. — Agape Blitz is the
Agape Church of Christ’s annual
service project in Portland. What
began as a one-day undertaking when
the congregation was planted 10 years
ago has grown into a six-week effort,
minister
Ron Clark
said.
This
summer,
efforts
focused on
offering
peace and
safety
to those
needing
transitional
housing
as well as
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON CLARK
Agape Blitz volunteers
helping
overworked work on a roof project.
and understaffed service providers.
Mission groups came from the
Federal Way Church of Christ in
Washington state, the Chillicothe
Church of Christ in Missouri,
the Park Plaza Church of Christ
in Tulsa, Okla., and the Eastside
Church of Christ in Portland.
a building site.
To contribute to the effort, send
checks earmarked for “Vietnamese
building fund” to the Northwest
church at 6720 West Tidwell Road,
Houston, TX 77092.
Look for a feature on the
Vietnamese church in an upcoming
edition of The Christian Chronicle.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Members of the Vietnamese Church of
Christ in Houston enjoy a fellowship meal.
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Detroit • 1967

HISTORY: For much of the 20th century, Detroit was a booming manufacturing center, attracting workers
— both black and white — from
the South. This diversity aggravated
civil strife. Throughout the 1950s,
homeowners’ associations, aided
by mayors Albert Cobo and Louis
Miriani, battled against integrating
neighborhoods and school.
INDUSTRY: Deindustrialization within
the city limits took many jobs to
outlying communities, even as a
number of auto companies went
out of business. The east side of Detroit alone lost over 70,000 jobs in
the decade following World War II.
Construction of the city’s freeways,
newer housing and the prospect
of further integration caused many
whites to depart for the suburbs.
From 1950 to 1960, Detroit lost
almost 20 percent of its population.
AFTERMATH: White flight in 1967
doubled to 40,000. It doubled again
the next year. Yet many Detroit residents remained. The city saw growth
in activism and community engagement. Organizations were founded
to address the root causes of the
disorder. As the city’s demographics
continued to shift, voters elected the
first black mayor in the city’s history,
Coleman A. Young.
SOURCE: Detroit Historical Society

COURTESY OF DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY COLLECTION, DETROIT FREE PRESS

A Detroit Historical Society exhibit called “Detroit 67:
Perspectives” features historical images of the riot.

PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

Rochester elder Pete Piazza and Oakland elder Duane Foster, both with glasses, sing with others at the Rochester church.

DETROIT: A defining moment for city
from the 82nd and 101st airborne units to quell the
largest civil disturbance of 20th century America.
A half-century later, the riot — which some
prefer to call a rebellion — remains a defining
moment in Motor City.
“If you weren’t alive then, your upbringing was
really shaped by how that event affected the community that you lived in,” said Tracy Irwin, a Rochester
church member and the Detroit Historical Society’s
director of exhibitions and collections.
Six months ago, leaders of the Oakland and
Rochester churches began imagining ways to seek
God together, their ministers said.
The Oakland church is in Southfield,
just a few miles out of Detroit. The
Rochester church is in Rochester
Hills, 25 miles north of the city.
A 45-minute drive — not to mention
differences in culture and doctrine
— stood between the congregations.
Through meals and conversation,
the elders and preachers got to know
each other. The idea, Hill said, is to
foster reconciliation, not assimilation.
“God made people and all of their
WOUNDS STILL PRESENT
rich diversity,” he said. “The goal is
A police raid on an unlinot that we act like that’s not there,
censed bar — known locally
but rather that we live in Christ and
First in a series
as a “blind pig” — ignited the
all of the richness and diversity that
1967 riot, “a culmination of
the kingdom of God can have.”
decades of institutional racism and entrenched segreAt the riot’s anniversary, 50-year retrospectives
gation,” according to the Detroit Historical Society.
filled Detroit airwaves and newspaper pages. The
A brick thrown into the rear window of a police
church leaders used the occasion to highlight the
cruiser launched five days of unrest from July 23
congregations’ common faith and hope in Jesus.
to 27 that ended with 43 dead, 1,189 injured and
“Even today, the wounds that were exposed in
7,231 arrested, the Detroit Free Press reported.
those riots are still present in our city,” Hill wrote in
Nearly 700 buildings were destroyed.
a message to his congregation. “In the world around
It took 17,000 members of the Detroit Police
us, it often seems that division, fear, and opposition
Department, the Michigan National Guard, the
are the norm; however, God’s people have been
Michigan State Police and U.S. Army paratroopers called to something different … something better.”
FROM PAGE 3

of Christ and the predominantly white Rochester
Church of Christ — both north of Detroit — saw a
need to bridge the divide.
“Love conquers hate because God is love,” said
Edward Cribbs, minister for the 300-member Oakland
church. “The Oakland and Rochester congregations
are endeavoring to bring to the forefront the issue of
race and reconciliation. The events in Charlottesville
remind us that our efforts are long overdue.”
Adam Hill preaches for the Rochester church,
which has an average attendance of 550. He said
Charlottesville shows that
“the ministry of reconciliation
must be learned again and
again by every generation.
“The truth is that the devil
is not going to give up without
a fight,” Hill said. “The gospel
will not allow churches to
remain silent about loving
one another and recognizing
the dignity that each of God’s
children has been given.”
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The Church grows when Christians ﬁsh.

Do your members
know how?

Join us for New Day Conference
at North Boulevard Church of
Christ in Murfreesboro, TN,
September 14 & 15 and return
to your congregation with the
training and tools that will get
Christians ﬁshing.

Members of the Oakland Church of Christ in Southfield, Mich., hold hands as they
pray for racial reconciliation at the 50th anniversary of the Detroit riot.
The Oakland church has a history
of promoting racial unity: The late
Vernon Boyd, who was white, was
the longtime minister and later an
elder for the black congregation. For
decades, he touted biracial worship
and cross-cultural ministry. He died
last year at age 84.
Meanwhile, a
Detroit-area group
called Unity for Christ
has worked for more
than a decade to break
down racial barriers
and reach Michigan’s
diverse population
Irwin
with the gospel.
That group is led by James Snow
of the Redford Church of Christ
in Detroit and Roger Woods of
the Walled Lake Church of Christ,
northwest of Detroit. Unity for
Christ has facilitated the distribution
of food and school supplies to thousands of families and organized an
area-wide worship assembly every
other year since 2006.
For many years, the Oakland
church has hosted the annual “God’s
Family Banquet” to bring together
black and white Christians.
“We as a church should be striving
to maintain the unity of the Holy
Spirit,” Cribbs said. “We know that as
a result of the death of Jesus Christ,
walls have been broken down — walls
that once separated men and women,
Jews and Gentiles, slave and free.”

BECOMING PART OF THE SOLUTION

The men — one black, one white –
are 60 years old.
Edwards is an elder of the Oakland

church. Guymer is an elder of the
Rochester church.
On a recent Sunday, the two stood
side by side before the Oakland
congregation, each trying to make
sense of a world that can seem out of
control — then and now.
“I know that God has led me to the
path where I am now,” said Edwards,
who grew up to join the Michigan
State Police, where he fought the
racial prejudice and harassment he
experienced as a teen.
Still, Edwards’ voice choked with
emotion as he reflected on “the
struggles and the fights that we still
have to go through.”
Guymer, an engineer, remembered
the conversations he overheard.
“There was a lot of talk about ‘us
and them’ and what ‘they’ would do
to ‘us,’” he said.
But in Christ, he stressed, there’s
no “us and them.” There’s just “us.”
On the same Sunday, Oakland elder
Duane Foster and Rochester elder
Pete Piazza made a similar presentation at the Rochester church.
They, too, recalled the sirens. The
soot. The shock.
And they invited their fellow
Christians of all ethnicities to be a
part of the solution.
“If there can be any joining of the
city of Detroit and its surrounding
suburbs, that voice is going to have to
come from the church,” Foster said.
Amen, said Piazza.
“Please prick our hearts and our
minds,” he prayed to God. “And let
us go out as your children and be the
example, as Christ was the example ...
promoting unity and reconciliation.”
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The riot, in retrospect
HUBERT G. LOCKE was a Church of Christ minister
and Detroit Police Department employee in 1967.
He retired about 17 years ago as
the dean of the Daniel J. Evans
DETROIT
School of Public Affairs at the
ubert G. Locke’s picture
University of Washington.
made the front page of
Now 83, he lives in the Seattle
The Christian Chronicle
area and attends a Christian
after the Detroit riot of
Church (Disciples of Christ)
1967.
congregation. Looking back 50
At the time, the 33-year-old
years, he said he did not recall
Locke served both
the quote about
as the minister for
the “magnificent
the Conant Gardens
outpouring of Christian
Church of Christ
compassion.”
and as an adminis“Quite candidly, I
trative assistant for
don’t remember the
the Detroit police
Churches of Christ
commissioner.
being at the center
The police role
of the church effort
grew out of Locke’s
that went on in the
civic activism to
riot aftermath,” Locke
improve the black
said in a telephone
community’s relationinterview.
ship with the mostly
“The Churches
white police force.
of Christ have not
“A magnificent
IMAGE VIA WWW.AMAZON.COM had a particularly
outpouring of
commendable record
Hubert G. Locke wrote a
Christian compaswhen it comes to race
book on the 1967 riot.
sion,” the Aug. 11,
relations,” he added.
1967, Chronicle quoted Locke as
“To look at the history of the
saying in reference to the Conant Churches of Christ, up until very
Gardens congregation and
recently, is to look at the history
seven other Churches of Christ
of a very racially segregated
donating five tons of food and
institution. Still, in many parts
clothing to riot victims.
of the country, it hasn’t changed
Locke later wrote “The Detroit
substantially.”
Riot of 1967,” a book detailing how
However, unity efforts such as
the riot unfolded hour by hour.
the one between the Detroit-area
He eventually left the ministry
Oakland and Rochester churches
and police work to enter academia. offer reason for hope, Locke said.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE
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OPIOIDS: South Carolina church fights drugs with Jesus

“Sinners Welcome,” says the sign outside
the Grand Strand Church of Christ in
Surfside Beach, S.C.

The postcard-perfect beach of Myrtle Beach, S.C., belies the drug and crime problems
that afflict the tourist destination. Two Refuge of Hope recovery houses supported by
the Grand Strand Church of Christ are helping addicts find hope and healing.

A resident of one of the Refuge of Hope
recovery houses in Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
cleans the kitchen.

FROM PAGE 1

he was making us walk this path.”
On a recent Sunday, the couple took
seats on the church stage. In a brief
interview with minister Jay Thornell
before his sermon, they opened up
about their emotional journey.
The turning point, Kevin Williams
told his fellow Christians, came
when he accepted that only God
could cure his inner pain.
“God is helping me with the mental problems,” he told the congregation of about 275 souls. “The church
here has helped me with it.”
If a typical middle-class family with
deep faith — like the Williamses —
can fall victim to drug addiction, it
can happen to anyone, Thornell said.
“I wanted to encourage our church
to continue to be brave enough to

help rather than condemn people
who are trapped in sin,” he said.
“Because while the details of our
own story may vary, we are all in
desperate need of a savior.”

While dealing with neck and back
issues, Kevin Williams became
addicted to prescription painkillers.
He fell into a deep depression and

contemplated suicide. He knew his
neighbor kept a 9 mm pistol in a
closet. He figured he could find it.
“The only thing that really stopped
me was knowing I had a wife and
two little girls, and if I did that, what
mark would it leave?” Williams said.
Leslie Williams eventually took
control of her husband’s medication,
hiding the pills in their house and
— when he started finding them —
taking them to work.
But the Christian couple concealed
the problem from the Grand Strand
church, their home congregation.
“I wanted to protect my family.
I wanted to protect Kevin,” Leslie
Williams said. “I spent a lot of time
crying, questioning why God placed
this challenge in our family and why

Jan Cox

Brad Schmitz

“The reason I’m here
was when I asked him
(minister Jay Thornell)
what his vision for the
church was, he said,
‘I want this church
to be a place that if it disappeared
tomorrow, this neighborhood would
notice.’ And that was exactly the
place I was looking for. It has met
every expectation I had. In fact, it’s
overwhelming in some ways.”

“There’s a group of
guys here that I can
lean on, and they’re
always there for me. I
can give them a call at
any time, and they’re
there. We can talk like real people. It’s
like a high school friendship; you can
just pick up and talk like you’ve left off.
I’ve just made so many connections. I
think it’s probably the heart for others
that people have. It’s genuine.”

Johnny
Christensen

Overdoses claim 142 American
lives each day — “a death toll equal
to September 11th every three
weeks,” a presidential commission
reported in August. Opioids are tied
to two-thirds of those deaths.
“We have an enormous problem
that is often not beginning on street
corners; it is starting in doctor’s
offices and hospitals in every state
in our nation,” the President’s
Commission on Combating Drug
Addiction and the Opioid Crisis said.

’IT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE’

“I came to church,
and I felt the love and
comfort when I came
here. When Celebrate
Recovery started, I
think it was God’s way of bringing out
the best in some people. It gave them
more room to grow and to become a
better person. They can reach out to
the community more willingly now.
They’re more empathetic.”

DRUGS WERE HIS GOD

A man named Jackie Gass inspired
the Grand Strand church to join the
opioid fight.
Seven years ago, Gass — a longtime alcoholic and drug addict —
walked into the church building.
The grandson of an Arkansas
preacher, Gass had been raised in
Churches of Christ. He had served
in the Navy and managed Walmart
stores. But for most of his life,
drugs were his god.
“Alcohol and marijuana were my

Charles Baker
“Celebrate Recovery led
me on my recovery for
my addictions based
on the actual words
of Jesus and not the
worldly views of others.
It’s so powerful that words don’t give
it justice. The feeling and love of Jesus
is just so powerful. It was really able to
deflate my ego, take away my pride and
help me to grow in Christ and help me
to reach out and help others.”
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entry drugs, and then I moved on to
harder and harder stuff,” he said.
When Gass first came to worship
and said he’d be back, Thornell had
his doubts.
But the man kept returning.
“He had finally reached the end
of his rope,” Thornell said. “He just
kept banging on my door, wanting to
be taught, wanting to grow, wanting
to learn.”
Gass said church members
greeted him not with condemnation
or judgment but with “the open
arms of the Father.” They welcomed
the prodigal son home.
Four years ago, Gass got the
PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.
elders’ approval to start a Celebrate
Kevin Williams describes his experience with drug addiction as his wife, Leslie, listens. Minister Jay Thornell is on the front row.
Recovery ministry at the Grand
Strand church.
CHANGE FROM THE INSIDE OUT
The couple met through the Grand
it or drive it underground. But only
The Christian 12-step program, part
With the church’s financial and
Strand church’s recovery ministry,
Jesus Christ can change the lives of
spiritual support, Gass opened
of a national network, helps those
men and women from the inside out.” which Wister Basden now leads.
two recovery houses for addicts in
struggling with hurts, habits and
Before, he was a heroin junkie,
Grand Strand church members help
nearby Myrtle Beach.
hang-ups. About 50 to 60 people join
with a worship assembly and meal
selling drugs and robbing people to
The Refuge of Hope houses are in
the gathering each Monday night.
at the Refuge of Hope each Sunday
support his habit.
a downtown area that Gass calls the
“Before Celebrate Recovery, it
night. When recovering addicts
“You see the people begging on
“gates of hell.” When seven people
would have been really hard for me
decide to be baptized,
the street for change?” he said. “I
were wounded in a June 18 shootto imagine our church reaching out
the Atlantic Ocean is a looked like that. I smelled like that.
ing live-streamed on Facebook, the
block and a half away.
I wouldn’t take baths for weeks. I
to a recovering heroin addict,” said
gunfire could be heard at one of the
“I think the Pacific
Jim Barton, who helps leads worship
didn’t have time. I spent 24/7 lookhouses.
at Celebrate
coast might be a bit
ing for dope.”
“Brothers and sisters, we
bigger, but we have
Recovery meetHelen Basden was “addicted to
live in a world and a city that
the second-largest
ings. “It just
very sick men,” her life in a vicious
are broken,”
baptistery,” Gass said cycle of constant despair.
wasn’t something
Gass told the
with a chuckle.
“I figured I could love these guys
in our DNA.”
Gass
Grand Strand
On a more serious
enough to break down all their stuff,”
But now?
congregation
note, he said, “My goal isn’t to make
she said. “I obviously found out I
“Celebrate
See more stories in our ongoing series at
recently. “And
someone sober and then send them
can’t. That’s where my issues arise.”
Recovery gave
www.christianchronicle.org.
no matter how
out, because nine times out of 10,
Through Celebrate Recovery, they
us a rallying
well-intentioned, the solutions that
found faith — and each other.
they’re going to end up getting high
point that was a real outreach to the
politicians offer serve as little more
“Sin took me down a dark path,”
or drunk again. My goal is to turn
community,” he said.
than Band-Aids.
Wister Basden said. “It took me so far
them into a worker, a fisher of men,
Thornell said he “always believed it
“What the city of Myrtle Beach
someone that has purpose in Christ.” down that I accepted that … I’d die
was in this church’s DNA to be welneeds is the gospel of Jesus Christ,”
that way. But God had different plans.”
coming and loving to broken people
NO MORE DOPE OR DESPAIR
he added. “Politicians offer solutions
Opioids, meet Jesus.
struggling with addictions. Celebrate
Wister and Helen Basden found
that work on the outside of people
Recovery gave us a bigger forum to
that purpose.
to suppress bad behavior or relocate
Website: grandstrandchurchofchrist.com
develop those spiritual muscles.”

Debbie Cuseo

John Sydor

Gina Gordon

Noreen Sydor

“I would like for
Celebrate Recovery to
reach everyone in our
church. Some people
still have the mentality
that CR is just for
certain people. They don’t realize that
those people are them as well because
we all have hurts, habits and hangups. If they would go to an open share
session, they would realize that there’s
something they’re struggling with.”

“I’m a recovering
alcoholic. ... I’m a
volunteer at Refuge
of Hope. I do
devotionals Thursday
mornings, and
Thursday nights I teach a lesson.
Basically, I’ll show up sometimes
at the house, and I’ll take them
out for a couple hours at lunch
just to get them away, a little
change of pace.”

“I fell away as a
teenager. I was partying
and doing all of the
things you want to do
as a teenager when
you’re not following
Christ. All of those experiences molded
me into being open to people who
struggle. That’s also why I have a heart
for teenage boys and girls. I know what
it’s like to grow up at the beach, and it
is not an easy place to grow up.”

“My friend, Rita, and I
do the children’s
program at Celebrate
Recovery. I was in
recovery for my
smoking addiction.
It’s very helpful to have
the support of my sisters. So if
you have a bad day, I can speak
to my sponsor. I have my sisters,
and I have my church.”
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Unashamed

Now in 16X9
and 4X3
aspect ratios

Sharing Faith in the Face of Persecution

Global Missions Experience
Sept. 21-24, 2017
Harding University Tahkodah
A hands-on learning event formerly known
as the World Missions Workshop
www.harding.edu/gme

Twelve volumes with over 1480 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com

What’s Your Niche?
Earn a $38,000*

Scholarship doing
What you Love!
*Scholarships of up to $38,000 over 4 years
($9500 per year, per qualified applicant)

OVU NICHE GROUPS:
•
•
•
•
•

Missions
Social Media
Performing Arts
Videography
Ultimate Frisbee

Love mission
work? We’ve got a
scholarship for that!

Learn more today: www.ovu.edu/niche
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ARGENTINA

BUENOS AIRES — As immigrants come to this
South American nation from Latin American
nations including Haiti, Venezuela, Colombia
and Peru for higher education, some study the
Bible through the Let’s Start Talking ministry
offered by the Caballito Church of Christ.
“Immigrants often do not have the family ties
Argentines have and are open to a place they are
made to feel welcome,” missionary Joel Banks
said. “We are very glad that more people are
becoming Christians in Buenos Aires, no matter
what part of the world they were born in.”

GUAM

Zimbabweans gather at the burial site for a 17-year-old girl in the Zimbabwe Orphan Program at Nhowe Mission.

Sadness and service in Africa
Macheke, Zimbabwe — “It was such a tragic
loss,” said Kara Scharrer after the recent
death of a 17-year-old girl in the Zimbabwe
Orphan Program, a ministry of Nhowe
Mission in this southern African nation.
Dozens of local believers gathered for
the girl’s funeral, including Scharrer, her
husband, Erik, and their four children. The
family is serving for six months at Nhowe
Mission. Dr Erik Scharrer, an emergency
medicine physician with the Mayo Clinic in
Minnesota, is working at the Brian Lemons
Memorial Hospital as the whole family
serves the mission’s school and orphanage
and Zimbabwean Churches of Christ.
In happiness and heartache, “God is so
good,” Kara Scharrer said, “and we have
seen his hand through everything here.”
WEBSITE: ourzimbabwejourney.blogspot.com

ASAN — “The Church of Christ here has never
been moved, scared or panicked,” minister
Alex B. Coloma told The Christian Chronicle
after North Korean leader Kim Jong Un threatened to test fire ballistic missiles near Guam, a
U.S. island territory in the Pacific Ocean.
Coloma, who ministers for a
Church of Christ that meets in
the village of Asan on Guam’s
western shore, said he was
comforted to learn recently of
North Korea’s apparent change
of plans regarding the test.
“We keep on praying that all
the people of Guam are now at Coloma
peace and going back to their
normal daily routine, despite the word war,”
Coloma said. “Our brethren have trusted God
so much. He is always, and still is, in control.”

SIERRA LEONE
PHOTOs BY ERIK SCHARRER

At the funeral, Kara Scharrer and her children share a meal with
Christians including Mercy, right, who serves with her husband
as caretaker for 40 orphans who live at Nhowe Mission.

FREETOWN — Emergency workers have pulled
more than 400 bodies from the debris of a
mudslide in this West African capital.
“My house flooded,” said church member
Johnny Kamara. “(We) lost my late elder
brother’s son, wife and children from the landslide. This a terrible loss for our country.”
Kamara and fellow Christians plead for assistance for victims of the disaster.

SPAIN

Students at the Nhowe Mission school gather to hear Erik Scharrer give a devotional talk during the school’s chapel.

BARCELONA — “The world is terrified,” said Juan
Antonio Monroy after back-to-back attacks in
Barcelona killed 14 people. Monroy, who lives
and worships in the Spanish city of Madrid, is
an evangelist for Herald of Truth, a ministry
associated with Churches of Christ.
“Islamic terrorists have many victims
among the civil population in Spain, France,
England, Germany and other European countries,” Monroy said. Churches of Christ in
Spain “pray for the family of the assassinated
persons and for the injured, some of them in
critical state. We can do no other thing. And I
ask Christians in America to join us in prayer.”
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PERSECUTION: Militants believe they have ‘ideological ally’
the example of the apostle Paul in
Acts 17. When he journeyed to polytheistic Athens, Paul told the Greeks
there about the “unknown god” for
whom they had built an altar.
“There are a lot of Hindus who do
believe in a multi-faith India,” Stark
adds. “More people are starting to
speak out.”
When attacks against non-Hindus
happen, Hindu intellectuals and
celebrities decry the violence. A campaign of tolerance among Indians,
using the hashtag #notinmyname, is
spreading across social media.
In India, “confronting this issue of
religious intolerance is going to take
a multi-faith effort,” Stark says.

FROM PAGE 1

past year after beatings and stabbings
by militant Hindus. Other students
were charged with forcibly converting Hindus to Christianity by leaders
of a village where they preached.
They, alongside several converts,
stood trial before a panel of judges.
The incidents are part of a rising
tide of persecution against non-Hindus, says Will Stark of International
Christian Concern, a watchdog and
advocacy group for Christ-followers
worldwide. He cites data from Open
Doors USA, another advocacy group,
that has catalogued 410 incidents
of persecution in India so far this
year — already more than double the
number recorded in all of 2012.
The U.S. State Department’s annual
International Religious Freedom
Report also shows growing violence
toward Christians and Muslims.
In the country’s 2014 election, the
Bharatiya Janata Party, or BJP, won
the majority of seats in parliament.
The party often is described as
“Hindu nationalist,” prizing Indian
culture over Western influences.
Though the BJP does not promote
or endorse the actions of militant
Hindus, Stark says that some militants have interpreted the party’s
rise to power to mean “we have an
ideological ally, and we’re going to
have more leeway to conduct the
operations we want to conduct.”

PRAYER REQUEST OR AMBUSH?

Ghorpade says he’s been threatened for his faith. Once, on his way
to visit Christians in a village, he
was warned that men were waiting
there to douse him with kerosene
and burn him. He didn’t go.
Occasionally, he receives plaintive
phone calls asking him to “come pray
for my wife; she’s dying.” That could
be a setup for an ambush, he says, so
he replies, “Take her to the hospital
at once, and I’ll pray from here.”
But the minister, who recently
returned to full-time evangelism and
preacher training after working for
the Indian government, knows that
these simple precautions can’t guarantee his safety as he preaches in the
southern Indian city of Hyderabad
and surrounding villages.
“If we don’t carry the cross of

‘ALL OF INDIA WOULD BE CHRISTIAN’
ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Statues adorn the elaborate gopuram, or tower, of a Hindu temple in Chennai, India.
salvation to them, who else will do
that?” asks Ghorpade, who came to
Wichita to visit his son and daughterin-law, who live here. He also spoke
to the congregation they attend, the
West Douglas Church of Christ.
Every village in his homeland
must have a chance to hear the
Gospel, Ghorpade says. His message to those who wish him harm:
“Before you kill me, first hear me.”

‘THERE ARE NO RICE CHRISTIANS!’

In India, the decision to become a
Christian isn’t taken lightly, says Dr.
Mani Pagidipalli, a
surgeon and evangelist who works with
Churches of Christ
in India’s southern
Andhra Pradesh state
and other locales —
a separate ministry
from Ghorpade’s
Pagidipalli
work.
“There are no rice Christians!”
Pagidipalli insists. “Just because there
are a lot of benevolent activities going
on in India, that does not mean people
are going to change their religion for
a bag of rice and then die for their
faith. That doesn’t make any sense!”
In addition to the three recent
deaths, the Christians Pagidipalli
works with have endured threats,
beatings and poisonings — some-

times by their own families. In one
village, a woman’s husband and son
poured pesticide down her throat
after she worshiped with a group of
Christians. She survived, but feels
pain — physical and emotional —
every time she eats, Pagidipalli says.
Leaving Hinduism involves more
than risking physical harm, he adds.
College admission, scholarships,
grants, jobs and social services all
are tied to the Hindu faith.
“All the converts who are leaving
Hinduism,” Pagidipalli says, “are
forced to leave every single one of
the benefits that come along with
being a Hindu.”

‘BUYING SOULS’

Increasingly, militant Hindus use
social media to spread — and fuel
— anger against Christians. They
post videos of televangelists such as
Benny Hinn and decry the “prosperity gospel” advocated by ministers
who promise physical, worldly blessings to Christ followers.
“There is this narrative of
Christians coming in and buying
souls,” Stark says, and in some
cases it’s “not necessarily untrue.”
He recommends that Christians in
India be honest in their dealings with
Hindus — presenting Christ not by
promising financial gain or threatening condemnation, but by following

In addition to preaching and
training ministers, Pagidipalli and
the Christians he works with offer
services to people of all faiths in
their communities — clean water
projects, a free medical clinic, care
for orphans and widows and disaster
relief. Likewise, Ghorpade and his
coworkers minister to those rejected
by India’s caste system — including
colonies of people suffering from leprosy, also known as Hansen’s disease.
In serving, Pagidipalli says, he and
his fellow believers are trying to live
up to the words attributed to one
of their nation’s greatest heroes,
Mahatma Gandhi: “If Christians would
really live according to the teachings
of Christ, as found in the Bible, all of
India would be Christian today.”
Meanwhile, Indian Christians pray
continually for those who persecute
them, Pagidipalli says, that they might
“fully see Christ and understand what
a blessing Christian life is.”
And it is a blessing, he says, despite
the persecution its followers endure.
Among Christians in India, “there
are concerns and unanswered —
never going to be answered — questions while on earth, but we press
on with deepest faith in the Lord.
“One thing is absolutely clear:
there is no other way to heaven but
through Jesus. None of our students
or brethren are seeking another
way, an easier way, to heaven.
“If Jesus, his apostles and many early
Christians were killed for their faith,
why should we expect an easier way?”
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Trips Made Easy
Missions Done Right

Fiennes Institute in St. John’s Antigua
Spring Break 2015

DiscipleTrips takes students and adults on short-term mission trips.
We believe the best way to make disciples is to take disciples into places where the gospel is desperately needed.
DiscipleTrips challenge our mission teams with a variety of service and outreach opportunities.
DiscipleTrips.com • 806.788.3223 • a ministry of Sunset International Bible Institute, Lubbock, Texas
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The ABCs of Faith

A CHURCH-RUN TUTORIAL program produces top-tier students — and baptisms — in the Philippines.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

H

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Hannah Faith colors a picture at the Friendship Road Church of
Christ’s tutorial center. The 4-year-old has memorized 26 scriptures
— one for each letter of the alphabet, shown on the cards above.

MANILA, Philippines
annah Faith knows her ABCs — and
a lot more.
“Letter A,” she begins, in highpitched, staccato syllables. “‘A wise
son brings joy to his father, but
a foolish son brings grief to his mother,’
Proverbs chapter 10 verse one.
“Letter B: ‘Better a little with the fear
of the Lord than great wealth or turmoil,’
Proverbs chapter ... (she thinks for a
moment) 15 verse 16.
“Letter C: Children obey your parents in
the Lord, for this is right ... ”
And on she goes — barely stopping to
breathe — straight through the alphabet.
After four solid minutes of reciting from
memory, she reaches “Letter Z: ‘Zion heard,
and was glad.’”
Braided pigtails bobbing, she triumphantly
chirps out the Scripture reference: “Psalms
chapter 97 ... verse eight!”
Her classmates whoop and cheer.
She’s 4 years old, by the way — this girl
named Faith who studies math and reading
and memorizes God’s Word in a place called
Friendship.
The 45-member Friendship Road Church
of Christ hosts a weekday tutorial program
for Faith and 26 other children in its building
— a simple, cinderblock-and-sheet-metal
structure in Marikina, a suburb of the
Philippines’ capital city. The program is

part of Metro Manila Ministries, a churchsupported nonprofit founded and overseen
by Filipino and American Christians.
Nearly 13 million people inhabit Manila
and its surrounding communities. An estimated 4 million live in the city’s slums. That
includes the urban poor who
live as squatters — inhabiting
ramshackle structures on
land they don’t own — in the
communities of Friendship
and nearby Twinville. The
threat of eviction by the
government is ever-present.
Many of the children here
de Vera
never attend school, and those
who do are unready for the academic rigors.
As young as age 5, they drop out and beg
or peddle on the streets, rummaging through
the trash looking for anything they can sell.
Some steal and get hooked on sniffing glue.
Drugs and gangs are part of life here. Last
year, the country’s newly elected president,
Rodrigo Duterte, launched a controversial
Drug War, targeting the cartels with tactics
that have claimed thousands of lives and
raising the ire of human rights groups.
Even in a place called Friendship, it’s easy
to despair, says Danni de Vera, minister for
the Twinville Church of Christ and evangelist for Metro Manila Ministries.
But here he sees hope for the future — a
small hope, Faith-sized.
Providing children as young as 3 with
CONTINUED
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Rhecel Allonar

Remy Kingsley

Rhecel Allonar

“It’s a form of evangelism for the
community,” says Kingsley of the
tutorial programs sponsored by
Metro Manila Ministries. She and
her husband, Dale, founded the
nonprofit to empower souls in the
Philippines. The Kingsleys make
annual mission trips to the islands
with their children. They’ve reared
two kids and adopted two Filipinos.
Their son, Philip (in photo) lives in
Canada and serves with the Gentle
Road Church of Christ, a church plant
in inner-city Regina, Saskatchewan.

“They are so amazing and adorable,”
Allonar says of the 3- and 4-year-olds
she teaches at the tutorial center of
the Twinville Church of Christ. She
and her sister, Mimi, moved to Manila
from Davao, a city on the southern
Philippine island of Mindanao. It was
a big cultural adjustment for both of
them, she says, but they are happy
to serve the young, vulnerable souls
of Manila’s squatter communities by
teaching them math, science, reading
and Bible. Allonar regards minister
Danni de Vera (in photo) as a mentor.

Raj Buo
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“Ministry is effective here in Manila,”
says Buo, who moved back to his
homeland with his wife, Andrea, after
earning a degree from South Pacific
Bible College in New Zealand. The city
offers ample opportunities to serve
souls across the economic spectrum.
Buo teaches students young and old
at the Manila School of Evangelism.
He and his wife assist in livelihood
programs at the Payatas Outreach
Center, a ministry of the Instrucción
Street Church of Christ, which
partners with Metro Manila Ministries.

In the Manila community called Friendship, the Church of Christ offers classes for children and Bible studies for adults.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

‘This tutorial center helps me preach ... throughout the lives of these children’
CONTINUED

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Lorenz Bianan, age 12, lives in a squatter community near the Twinville Church of Christ. He was
the first graduate of the church’s tutorial program, sponsored by Metro Manila Ministries. Now a
top performer in school, he influenced his mother, Joy, to be baptized and share the Gospel.

pre-kindergarten education — which
is largely out of reach for the poor in
Manila — decreases the risk of dropping out, de Vera says. Consistently,
the children who attend the
ministry’s tutoring centers are top
performers in their schools.
But the ministry’s mission goes far
beyond academics.
“Doing the work of the Lord is my
life,” he says. “Until my last breath in
this world, I want to share the Word
of God. This tutorial center helps me
preach, not only to the congregation every Sunday, but every day
throughout the lives of these children.”
On a Monday morning, as Faith
and her classmates study inside
the church building, de Vera and
his fellow Christians gather around
tables at the entrance to study the
Bible with the children’s parents.
Faith’s teacher, Rose Papasin,
discovered the Church of Christ
through her daughter, Izzy, who
began attending 10 years ago.

“I saw my daughter reading the
Bible every day, but I didn’t understand it,” says Papasin, who grew up
dabbling in Catholicism and various
Protestant faiths. Soon, she was
studying alongside her daughter
and members of the
church.
“In every Bible
study, my eyes were
opened. I saw the
truth,” says Papasin,
who was baptized two
years later and has
taught at the tutorial Papasin
center for four years.
The work is “very fulfilling,” she
says, but quickly adds that, in order
for her students to be successful, “we
need also the help of the parents.”

‘I CANNOT BE A BENCH-WARMER’

Like Papasin, Metro Manila
Ministries founder Remy Kingsley
came to faith in this burgeoning
metropolis. She answered a newspaper ad for free lessons through

the World Bible School correspondence ministry.
She was baptized here and later
married Dale Kingsley, an American
— whom she met through an ad in
another newspaper, The Christian
Chronicle — and moved to Wichita,
Kan. Now she and her family
worship with the Northside Church
of Christ and make yearly mission
trips to the Philippines.
“I am not a Christian that can just
sit around,” Kingsley says. “I cannot
be a bench-warmer.”
On one trip, while visiting the
Friendship community, she saw an
opportunity to help children and
share Christ with their parents.
Working with de Vera — a friend from
their days in a Filipino church’s young
adults ministry — the Kingsleys
launched a tutorial center through the
Friendship Road church in 2007.
As church members studied the
Bible with the students’ parents,
baptisms followed, resulting in the
planting of a Church of Christ in

Twinville — which now also hosts a
tutorial program.
Metro Manila Ministries helps other
Churches of Christ in the Philippines,
which has about 1,000 congregations,
launch similar outreach efforts.
The nonprofit also helps to provide
education far beyond early childhood, partnering with Churches of
Christ that offer livelihood classes
in sewing, jewelry making, cooking
and other job-related skills.
One partner, the Payatas Outreach
Center, offers livelihood courses
plus specialized classes on aging for
the elderly in their community, says
minister Felipe Cariaga.
Cariaga, founder and president of
the Manila School of Evangelism,
says that the classes help preaching
students and church members
alike to connect with people in
their communities. Working with
Metro Manila Ministries, Filipino
Christians can let their neighbors
know that “there are people like us
who can help them — not only in

academic standout in seventh grade.
He was baptized two years ago.
His mother, impressed with her
son’s faith, began studying the Bible
FAITH, JOY AND MICROBIOLOGY
and was baptized last year. Now she
Nine years after launching the first
shares the Gospel with her neightutorial center, there are small signs of bors and hosts Bible studies in their
change and faith — even
home.
joy — in Manila’s impovWhen asked to name
erished communities.
his favorite Bible story,
Lorenz Bianan, age 12,
Lorenz Bianan gives an
lives with his family of
unusual answer — Job,
10 in Twinville. Though
the Old Testament figure
they’re squatters, the
who loses all his riches
family has recently
and sits, destitute, in
refurbished their home.
sorrow and ash, begging
See more stories from Churches of for an explanation.
Outside its bright
Christ in Asia and the South Pacific
yellow doors stands a
“Even when he is sick,
neatly trimmed row of at www.christianchronicle.org. he still stays faithful to
potted plants on a stone
God,” Lorenz says of Job.
balcony — intricately carved and
When asked what he hopes to
painted to resemble wood.
do with his life, the fourth grader’s
His mom, Joy, enrolled Lorenz
answer is equally surprising.
in the tutorial program hosted by
“I want to study microbiology,” he
the 60-member Twinville Church
says, “and become a scientist.”
of Christ. The first graduate of the
Twinville program, he’s now an
WEBSITE: www.metromanilaministries.org
their spiritual lives, but also in their
physical lives,” Cariaga says. Then,
he adds, “they’re willing to trust us.”
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Partners in
Progress
Dinner
Sept. 19, 2017
6:30 p.m.

Houseparents

Crieve Hall Church of Christ
Nashville, Tenn.

RSVP to Chad at (615) 542-6282
www.africanchristianschools.org
Training for Christian Service since 1959

Saturday, October 14:
4:00–6:00 p.m. Dessert Social

3201 N Central Exwy, McKinney, TX 75071

Sunday, October 15:
8:45–9:45 a.m. Visit and
Group Photos
10:15 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Catered Lunch
(RSVP by Sept. 17)
1:00 p.m. Historical Plaque
Dedication

All members, former members, friends, and family are invited to
share in the 100th Anniversary Celebration of the High Pointe,
Westside, Davis St., Wilcox St. Churches of Christ in McKinney.
Please go to our website at http://www.hp.church/news-events/100yearcelebration to sign up.

God is on the move in
the Muslim world.
We are praying for God to raise up workers we can prepare
for ministry among God-seekers around the Mediterranean
Rim. We are asking God for the work force, for partner
churches who will share in this vision, and for individuals
who will actively pray for expansion of His Kingdom.

The Albuquerque Christan Children’s Home is a ministry that is
passionately dedicated to fostering at-risk children.
We are looking for a faithful married couple who love
children, model their faith, and want to serve full time in
our ministry as Houseparents.
Benefits include: housing, utilities, vacation, medical and short and
long-term disability.
Interested couples will send their cover letter of interest and resume(s) to:

Everett White, Executive Director
Email: ewhite@acch4kids.org
Job description available upon request.
Look us up on our website: Acch4kids.org
Must be a members of the Church of Christ.

www.MRNet.org
missions@MRNet.org

Will you pray with us?
Please go to www.medrim.org and
complete the simple signup to join the
prayer movement.

IS GOD CALLING YOU? LET’S TALK! • missions@MRNet.org

SEPTEMBER 2017

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

21

NEWLY DRAFTED CINCINNATI BENGAL Jordan Evans says he can’t let his newfound football fame distract him from what matters.

‘God will humble the proud’

J

BY Connor Kohlscheen | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ordan Evans has a lot of question
marks after his name these days.
On April 29, the 6-foot-2-inch,
22-year-old linebacker for the
University of Oklahoma went to the
Cincinnati Bengals in the sixth round of the
National Football League draft.
But making the draft doesn’t mean
making the team, and as his first season
in the NFL begins, Evans is the subject of
chatter among the Cincinnati faithful, who
like his speed and agility but question
whether or not he can make the big tackles
required to compete at the national level.
For Evans, just like all Christians who play
pro sports, there’s also the faith question.
Will he honor the commitment he made
at age 14 when he was baptized? Will he
stand firm in his beliefs and stay humble
when his image is beamed into millions of
living rooms — where many Americans
spend their Sundays worshiping at the altar
of the NFL?
His family has a strong foundation of
faith, say members of the Westside Church
of Christ in Norman, Okla. His father, Scott,
also played football for the Sooners. Neither
he nor his wife, Tenika, grew up in the
church. Both were baptized later in life.
They have raised three athletically gifted
children — Jordan and sisters Jessika and
Jacie — but they make sure that sports
don’t take precedence over church.
The family is active in Leadership Training
for Christ and conducts one-on-one Bible
studies with neighbors. The girls participate
in youth events including the Equipping
Women for Exceptional Service camp.
Just after the NFL draft, Evans spoke with
The Christian Chronicle about faith, football
and the days ahead.

BRYAN TERRY, The Oklahoman

Jordan Evans, in his senior season as an Oklahoma Sooner, celebrates after returning an interception for a touchdown in OU’s 56-28
win against West Virginia. It was his second pick-six of the season, making him the first Sooner linebacker to do so in 25 years.
What were your feelings on the
day you were drafted by the
Cincinnati Bengals?
I was just with sitting with my dad
at the house when it happened. To
hear analysts talking about me on
national television during the draft
was just crazy! But I was relieved
when my name was called because
of the uncertainty of the draft. I know
that I still have a lot of work ahead
of me, and I still have to go out and
make the team, but I’m thankful
to have been blessed with this
opportunity in the first place.
What does football mean to you?
Football truly has become a
lifestyle for me, especially now that
I’ve been drafted. The sport has
been my ticket to an education,
connections to my closest friends,
and an opportunity for a career while
at the same time pursuing my dream.
Football has also taught me to be
an example for people around me.
The sport has truly placed me in
the spotlight, whether I wanted that

‘Before football — or any title
I might have in life — I’m a
Christian. And, as a Christian
man, it’s my duty to further the
Kingdom in any environment.
There are no excuses.’
Jordan Evans, linebacker, Cincinnati Bengals
or not, for others around me to see
my actions, especially the youth in
my hometown community and at
Westside Church of Christ.
How do you maintain Christian
values in view of the pressure
you face on the national stage?
God will humble the proud. That’s
happened to me before, and I’m so
thankful that he did.
I’m reminded of just what happens
to the proud when I read biblical
stories about people thinking they’re
above God and choosing to act in a
way that doesn’t honor their lifetime

commitment they’ve made to him. In
the end, they get leveled.
I believe it’s all about not forgetting
where you come from. I’ve had a
foundation laid for me, both by my
parents and by growing in my own
faith, and that’s helped to keep me
solid when stuff gets crazy.
Before football, or any title I
might have in life, I’m a Christian.
And, as a Christian man, it’s my
duty to further the Kingdom in any
environment. There are no excuses.
What obstacles have you
overcome?
The No. 1 obstacle that I — and,
I believe, everyone — have to
overcome is oneself. Everyone
experiences his or her own struggles
and temptations. The only person
that can be ultimately responsible for
those consequences is you.
I know my decisions have held me
back before. I’ve been tempted by
Satan, but it was my choice to indulge
myself in those activities when things
See EVANS, Page 22
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Jim Beckel, The Oklahoman

Jordan Evans’ father, Scott, was a three-time all-Big Eight defensive tackle for the Sooners
from 1988-90. The family worships with the Westside Church of Christ in Norman, Okla.

EVANS: Baptizing sister reminds Christian
athlete ‘of the importance of the decision’
FROM PAGE 21

went wrong. I know that it’s a daily
battle to be the best Christian man
I can be, but I believe that when I
surround myself with the right people
and live a life for him, the path in my
life ends up being a lot more straight.

Delivering Inspiration...
-

Bible bookmarks & Bible Cards
Bible study and tract materials
Custom T-Shirts & Apparel
Inspirational Signs
Bibles & daily reading plans
Custom Greeting Cards & more...

Free Pack of 10 Bookmark-Size
Bible Cards, Plus Free Gospel DVD
with any order of $5 or more.
Use coupon code: CCWFREE at shop.ethought.com
or call us toll-free at 800-706.1269

www.eThought.com

Who are the main spiritual
influences in your life?
In the beginning and throughout my
early childhood, it was my mom, but it’s
transitioned to dad since I’ve become
more of a man. My dad would always
incorporate biblical stories in order to
explain how to handle girls, money,
fame or anything else.
Can you share any important
church-related experiences from
your life?
Being baptized on July 18, 2009, was
the most important experience for
me. I had been having conversations
about baptism with my parents, but I
was stubborn and prideful, believing
that I wasn’t a sinner. I believed I
wasn’t really doing anything wrong.
But one night I was watching
“Saving Private Ryan” — the scene
with the American soldier dying and
calling for his mom.
I thought about how I wasn’t
perfect, how I knew the message and

needed to be obedient because who
knows when my last day will come?
This realization came late at night,
but when I told my dad, he got up and
drove me straight to the church to be
baptized at 11:45 at night.
Another important date came when
I baptized my sister, Jacie. I was
reminded of the importance of the
decision and my impact on my family
spiritually.”
Do you have any advice for high
school and college athletes?
“First, Matthew 6:33. (“But seek first
his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to
you as well.”) If you seek him first in
all things, then I believe he will truly
take care of you.
I also live by the motto: “Leave
no doubt.” I try to apply this in the
classroom, on the field, as a friend
and in whatever I’m doing. This motto
will help you to make sure people
know that you’re a Christian by your
actions, and you can have peace
knowing that God will see that and
reward you for that courage.
Any other favorite Scriptures?
I also look to Luke 7 and try to
remember that God will take care of
even the least in the Kingdom.
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Little voices get Big Shot in the spotlight
BY CHELLIE ISON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

heir personalities and charm
made them lovable, but it
was their voices that shot the
Johnson kids — Nya, Kaden
and Brooklynn — into the spotlight.
The three siblings wowed the
world with their voices earlier this
summer when they appeared on the
NBC show “Little Big Shots.”
“It was exciting,” Brooklynn
Johnson, 10, told The Christian
Chronicle. It was also quite natural
for the threesome, who spend their
Sundays alongside their parents,
singing in the pews of the West Hill
Church of Christ in Valdosta, Ga.
The entire Johnson family,
including mom Alisha, dad Frank
and two younger siblings who didn’t
appear on the show — Braylen, 6,
and Laila, 4 — performs together at
venues all across the South.
The Johnson kids first auditioned
for the show in March of 2016. They
talked with producers several times,
and sent in multiple videos, but they
were eventually told they did not
make the show.
A few weeks later, they posted a

PHOTOs via www.facebook.com/jfammusic

Frank and Alisha Johnson, at home in
Valdosta with their five children.

VIDEO STILL VIA NBC.COM

The Johnson kids — Kaden, 11; Nya, 13; and Brooklynn, 10 — sing “My Girl” on the NBC show “Little Big Shots” with Steve Harvey.
video on Facebook thanking those
who had supported them through the
audition process. In that video, they
performed an a cappella rendition of
The Temptations’ 1964 hit “My Girl.”
It quickly went viral, catching the
attention of the host of “Little Big
Shots,” comedian Steve Harvey.
“That just happened to be one of
Steve Harvey’s favorite songs,” Frank
Johnson said. When Harvey himself
shared the video, “that put us on the
rollercoaster going back up.”
The producers of the show called
them back, and within a month, they
were flying from Georgia to Los
Angeles to appear on the show.
“It was surreal,” their mother said
of the experience. “We did a lot of
work to get there. And then, to be
disappointed and hear they didn’t
make it — and then for things to turn
around so quickly, we just couldn’t
believe that it was happening.”
Nya Johnson, 13, and her brother
Kaden, 11, said it was like a dream
come true for all of them to meet
Steve Harvey.
“We’re used to watching him on TV
and him making us laugh, but to be
close to him and interact with him in
person, it was really fun,” Nya said.

There were a lot of giggles as
God-given gifts. Moments before the
the kids talked with Steve Harvey
kids performed, he spoke directly to
during the interview portion of the
Frank and Alisha, the parents said,
show. The kids told the comedian
telling them they had done a great
they had written a short ditty for
job raising their children.
him. (The lyrics were, simply, “Hello,
While it was a whirlwind experiMr. Steve,”
ence getting to
sung in threethe show, the
part harmony.)
months after
They invited
seemed to drag
Harvey to add
on and on. The
some bass to
family wasn’t
the song, and
supposed to
his attempt set
tell anyone that
off waves of
they would
laughter.
be featured
“It was really
on “Little Big
funny because A family of faith and music: See our video Shots,” so
interview with the Johnsons, which includes they watched
he was on a
a few songs, at www.christianchronicle.org. every episode,
wrong note,”
Brooklynn said.
waiting.
The Johnson kids then took the
Nearly 11 months later, their show
stage on their own, singing “My Girl.” finally debuted.
“I think the highlight of that whole
“The world was able to see what
experience was how well they were
we’ve been seeing in our kids all
able to handle the spotlight,” their
along, which is the spirit of God,”
father said.
Frank Johnson said.
Harvey, who also hosts talk shows
His wife added, “We’re definitely
and game shows including “Family
proud of them and the accomplishFeud,” talks openly with his audiments they’ve made. They take
ences about taking leaps of faith
their character along with them, and
and the importance of using one’s
we’re proud of that.”

24

September 2017

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Milestones
Anniversaries

Robert and Marida
Watlington, 65 years

Bob and Marida met at Abilene
Christian College in 1950. They married
Sept. 5, 1952. During their marriage
they lived in the Texas towns of Fort
Stockton, San Diego, Snyder and now
Mesquite. They have two children:
David (Sherry) Watlington and Lori
(West) Soward; four grandsons; three
great-granddaughters; and one greatgrandson.
For 58 years they have been in the life
insurance profession. Bob was an elder in
Snyder for 24 years. Marida taught Bible
classes for 30 years. They are active in
the Prime Timer ministry and various
works at the Meadow View Church of
Christ in Mesquite, Texas. Congratulations, Bob and Marida!

Wayne and Alice

Newland, 60 years
Wayne and Alice (Cutts) Newland
recently celebrated their 60th anniversary. They were married in Tabernacle,
N.J., on Aug. 24, 1957.
Alice and Wayne met at David
Lipscomb College (now Lipscomb
University) where they both graduated
in the late 1950s. Their careers were
spent in public education, mostly in
New Jersey, where she taught kindergarten, and he administered programs

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

for children with special needs. Taking
early retirement and escaping to Maine
in 1988, Alice stayed retired, spending
her time quilting and caring for a
family of refugees from South Sudan.
Wayne worked another decade with
educational associations, and he then
retired again in 1999. He has been
pursuing study of the Stone-Campbell
Restoration Movement history and
doing some writing and publishing.
The Newlands live in Falmouth,
Maine, and are active members of the
Greater Portland Church of Christ.
They have one son, one daughter and
one granddaughter.
Congratulations, Wayne and Alice!
Bill and Margaret Grant, 65 years,
August 29, Dover, Ark. Harry and
Mary Darron, 60 years, Sept. 3,
Pittsboro, N.C.

Honoring
Dick Hays
“Remember your leaders and
imitate their faith” (Hebrews 13:7).
Dick Hays has lived out this verse
to me and to many
others during his almost
87-year life. Growing
up in a rural area near
Nashville, Tenn., his life
has spanned boyhood
on a dairy farm, years
as a standout athlete in
high school and college,
a stint in the military
and the career of school
teacher, administrator
and coach. Of course,
his most important roles
have been that of husband, father,
grandfather and beloved church shepherd.
Dick grew up attending the Rural
Hill Church of Christ, and at a very
early age he developed a love for
sports. At Antioch High School in
Nashville, he played football, basketball and baseball. While the most
significant thing that happened during
his high school years was meeting
Clemmye Moran (his future wife),
some would mention his being the
president of the student body. He was
also named All-City and All-Nashville

in basketball. I recently learned that
Dick was drafted by the New York
Giants for their AA baseball team. He
declined the offer, instead attending
Austin Peay State University (APSU)
on an athletic scholarship.
At APSU Dick lettered in all three
major sports, receiving 11 total
participation letters and being selected
All-Conference in each sport. He was
also elected governor of APSU in 1951
(the highest honor for a student), and
he graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in education. The best decision he
made, according to Clemmye, was to
marry her later that year. They will
celebrate their 67th wedding anniversary on Dec. 20. In 1952 he enrolled
at the University of Tennessee in
Knoxville on a fellowship to earn his
master’s degree in education.
He began his teaching and coaching
career at North Nashville High School,
but midway through the first season
he was called to serve in the Army at
Ft. Jackson, S.C. After his military
service, he returned to North Nashville
High School, later working at Antioch
High School, Apollo Junior High,
Cameron Junior High, and Glencliff
High School. He retired
from the public school
system in 1980, but his
retirement was very
short-lived. He became
principal at Ezell Harding
Christian School (EHCS),
Antioch, Tenn., in 1981,
and he remained there
11 years before retiring
permanently in 1992.
This brief, yet colorful,
history shows that Dick’s
passion has always been
to encourage and assist students as
they grow and learn, especially in the
arena of living life and living it well.
Thousands of young people whom
he encouraged to live better lives
(both churched and unchurched) see
him today and respectfully call him
“Coach.” As a Christian educator
(EHCS) and as a shepherd at Tusculum
Church of Christ in Nashville, Dick
has been able to touch peoples’ lives in
ways that he never could have imagined.
Dick received many awards over
the years, including: Metropolitan

Nashville Public Schools Sports
Hall of Fame, APSU Athletic Hall
of Fame, Outstanding Leadership in
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes,
and Dedicated Christian Service and
Example to the Youth of Nashville.
Dick has meant so much to me
personally and to our church family at
Tusculum over the years. We nearly lost
him twice – in a swimming pool accident in 1973 and in an accident falling
off his roof in 2009. Through all of
this, Dick has been an example of faith,
courage, service, and love – both to his
family and his church family. Dick and
Clemmye have raised two great children: Patricia (Tricia) Hays Parker and
Gerald (Jerry) Wayne Hays, who have
beautiful Christian families as well.
Dick is one of the quietest and most
humble men I know, but when the
moment requires, he can offer the
wisdom of one who has walked with
Jesus and wants to share that life with
all he meets. Great job, Dick!
To use a combination of sports analogies and Bible verses to finish this
tribute to a man I love nearly as much
as my own father:
“Dick, you have run with perseverance the race marked out for you. You
have fought the good fight. You have
kept the faith. You might be closer to
the goal line than many of us, but who
really knows? We are all excited about
the ‘real prize’ that awaits you whenever
our Lord decides to call you heavenward. Thank you for encouraging so
many of us to ‘give it all we’ve got.’ I’m
so glad we’re on the same team! It has
been an honor to serve under you and
beside you these last 23 years.”
— Kerwin Everson, Shepherd
Tusculum Church of Christ family,
Nashville, Tenn.

Memorials
Mary “Avanelle” Elliott
Baird, 1919-2017
Mary Avanelle Elliott Baird, 97,
was born on Sept. 18, 1919, at home
in Tillar, Ark. She was welcomed into
the world by her mother, Willie Adelle
Breedlove Elliott, her father, David
(continued on Page 25)
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CHELLIE ISON

The family of Arnelious Crenshaw Jr.
accepts The Christian Service Award
from Oklahoma Christian University
President John deSteiguer.

HONORED: Arnelious Crenshaw
Jr., minister for the Northeast
Church of Christ
in Oklahoma City,
with the Christian
Service Award
from Oklahoma
Christian University.
His family accepted
the award on his
behalf. Crenshaw, Crenshaw
Northeast’s
minister for more than 30 years, is
undergoing treatment for a brain
tumor and was unable to attend.
PROMOTED: Janet Rucker,
vice president
for university
communications
and enrollment,
Harding University,
Searcy, Ark. Rucker
added admissions
and financial aid
to her previous
Rucker
role overseeing
communications and marketing.
RECOGNIZED: Tammy Jerkins,
Macy’s/Florida Department of
Education Teacher of the Year.
Jerkins is a member of the South
14th Street Church of Christ in
Leesburg, Fla.
NEW PULPIT MINISTER: Taylor
Cave, South Walker Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City. Cave
succeeds Paul Sparks, who is
retiring after 37 years as the
congregation’s preacher.
NEW BOARD MEMBER: Michael
Flowers, Members of Churches
of Christ for Scouting. Flowers is
a member of the Memorial Road
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City.
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Milestones (continued)
Carlyle Elliott, and her beloved sister,
Frances Gertrude.
Avanelle’s deep-rooted faith was
greatly influenced by her family. She
developed an avid love of reading that
lasted throughout her life. Her favorite
book was always the Bible, and to the
end, she read it daily. She became a
Christian when she was 13 years old.
She was a highly intelligent and dedicated student who skipped two years
of school and graduated high school
at the age of 15. She attended Harding
College in Searcy, Ark., and graduated
at the age of 19 with
a bachelor’s degree in
business. She worked
as student secretary for
Dean L.C. Sears and
President George S.
Benson. After graduating from college, she
worked for five years as
the executive secretary
for the Arkansas Light &
Power Company in Pine
Bluff, Ark., where her
family was then living.
At the age of 24,
Avanelle moved to Nashville, Tenn., to
work as secretary for Batsell Baxter,
President of David Lipscomb College.
It was there that Avanelle met James
Oscar Baird, Jr. He was teaching Bible
and Sociology at Lipscomb, while
working towards his Ph.D. at Peabody
College and preaching at Grace Avenue
Church of Christ in Nashville. James
and Avanelle
were married on May 31, 1946, in Pine
Bluff, Ark. They were married for 51
years. While James completed his Ph.D.,
Avanelle earned a Master’s degree in
social work from Peabody (now part of
Vanderbilt University). While in Nashville,
Avanelle gave birth to her first two
children, Harriet Adelle and Lynn Muir.
The young family moved to Bartlesville,
Okla., in 1950 to work with the newly
formed Central Christian College, and
Avanelle gave birth to her third and
fourth children, Elisa Frances and James
Oscar III. James accepted the presidency
of Central Christian College (now
Oklahoma Christian University) and moved

the school and his family to Oklahoma
City in 1958. Their last child,
Morrow Beth, was born in Oklahoma
City. Avanelle served as Oklahoma
Christian’s First Lady for 20 years.
Avanelle and her husband, James,
always had a passion for missions. Her
work with missions and the college made
her well-traveled, and she enjoyed visiting
six continents and 49 states. People
from all over the world have been impacted
by her desire to share God’s love.
She spent the last four years of her life
near her daughter, Harriet, in Claremore,
Okla. To the end, she
was an example of godliness and dignity to all
who met her. She served
God faithfully for her
entire life. Her impact
in the lives of so many
cannot be measured.
Avanelle was gathered
into her heavenly Father’s
arms on Aug. 7, 2017.
We are certain that she
was greeted with, “Well
done my good and
faithful servant.”
Avanelle Baird was preceded in death
by her husband, James Oscar Baird, Jr.;
father, David Carlyle Elliott; mother,
Willie Adelle (Breedlove) Elliott; sister,
Frances Gertrude (Elliott) Tyler; brotherin-law, Granville W. Tyler; and son-inlaw, Bill R. Estep.
She is survived by her children:
Harriet Estep of Claremore, Okla.;
Lynn (Jerry) Jones of St. Charles, Mo.;
Frances (Bob) Epperly of Wichita,
Kan.; Jim (Yodie) Baird of Edmond,
Okla.; and Morrow Beth Forrester of
Houston, Texas. She is also survived by
her grandchildren: Raye Lynn (Bruce)
Mathews, Terri (John) Haws, Trevor
(Jess) Thompson, Jeremy (Lauren)
Thompson, John (Shea) Epperly, Mary
Beth (Eric) Hetzel, Amy (Kyle) Blasdel,
Sara (Kenny) Barker, James O. (Kristen)
Baird IV, Taylor (Stephanie) Baird,
Elizabeth Baird, Jami (Caleb) Luallin,
Jacey (Jonathan) Eslick, Kaleb Jacobs,
and Kade (Rachel) Jacobs. Avanelle is
survived by 42 great-grandchildren and
her beloved nephew, Elliott (Kay)Tyler.
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Carroll Sites
1935-2017

Carroll Franklin Sites, 82, was born
in Sheridan, Ark. on July 4, 1935.
He was the youngest of ten children
born to William Hamilton Sites and
Cora Blanche (Knowles) Sites. He
passed into heaven peacefully at home
surrounded by his loving family.
He graduated from Sheridan High
School in 1953 and attended Arkansas
State Teacher’s College in Conway,
Ark. He and Sarah Loreta Pinkston of
Cave City celebrated their 62nd year of
marriage on July 17.
Carroll served 42 years in the United
States Air Force and the Arkansas Air
National Guard, retiring as a full Colonel
in 1996. Carroll’s preaching career spanned
52 years. He preached at Lorance Drive
and Park Hill in the Central Arkansas area
and Higden Church of Christ in Greers
Ferry for 28 years, where he also served
as an elder for 24 years. Mission work
led him and his wife
to Ukraine, Scotland, Kosovo and South
America. Carroll began preaching on
the radio in 1974
and has had two
ongoing programs:
“Words of Truth”
and “Nuggets of
Truth,” which will
continue to air
through archived
sermons. He held
hundreds of gospel
meetings across the
country and served
on the Southern Christian Children’s
Home Board many years, including 9
years as Chairman.
He is survived by a daughter, Debbie
Ann (Tim) Grooms of Sherwood, Ark.,
and a son, Jimmy Carroll (Amanda)
Sites of Nashville, Tenn.; four grandchildren: Kendel (Carrie) Grooms
of Maumelle, Ark., Jeffrey (Amy)
Grooms of Providence, R.I., Christin
Sites of Nashville, Tenn., and Jonathan
Sites of Nashville, Tenn.; and three
great-grandchildren.
(More Milestones, Page 29)
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TITUS campers huddle in prayer

Heritage Christian University in Florence, Ala., hosts TITUS (Teens in Training for Useful
Service) Camp, drawing more than 50 participants from six states. Above, a group of
campers pray together. Heritage alumnus Ray Reynolds founded the camp in 2005. The
spiritually focused leadership camp caters to teens who are ready for ministry experience.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
GREATER ATLANTA CHRISTIAN

NORCROSS, Ga. — After two decades
as president of Greater Atlanta
Christian School, David Fincher will
move into a chancellor role at the end
of this school year.
“All my life, I have
been grateful to God
for the chance to
share in both the
teaching and visioncasting for what an
Fincher
amazing Christian
school could be,” said
Fincher, who arrived
at GACS as a 21-yearold teacher in 1972.
Scott Harsh will
succeed Fincher,
becoming the third
president in the
school’s 50-year
Harsh
history, board chair
Fernando Nasmyth said. Harsh
has served GACS for 21 years as a
teacher, principal and administrator.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
YORK COLLEGE

YORK, Neb. — A York College campaign,

Beyond 125, raised $16.8 million
for scholarships, campus improvements and programs, eclipsing the
campaign’s goal of $10.7 million.
The campaign began in York’s
125th year. As the 128th year begins
this fall, the college’s future has never
been more secure, President Steve
Eckman said. “By every measure,
response to Beyond 125 exceeded
expectations, and that means students
have a better place to learn, grow and
prepare for life,” Eckman said.

SOUTHWESTERN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

TERRELL, Texas — Richard L. Barclay,
senior minister for the
Stonecrest Church of
Christ in Atlanta, will
be the new director
for SWCC’s annual
lectureship, now in its
80th year.
Barclay succeeds
James O. Maxwell,
Barclay
a longtime SWCC
vice president and
minister emeritus for
the Roswell Church
of Christ in Kansas
City, Kan.
Southwestern
President E.D.
Seamster Jr. made
Maxwell
the announcement.
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Foot soldiers march in Charlotte, N.C., inviting people to the Crusade for Christ.

CRUSADE: Believers offer hope
at a time of ‘great uncertainty’
FROM PAGE 3

Charlotte metro has a dozen congregations, and only six have 100
or more members.
Cooper, who lives in Memphis,
Tenn., worships across the state
line with the West Oak Grove
Church of Christ in Hernando,
Miss. She traveled 600 miles to
be a part of the
Crusade.
As she waited for
lunch with her fellow “foot soldiers,”
as they’re called
here, E.L. Riley,
associate minister
for the 200-member Gilbert
Northside church,
chuckled about a recent back-toschool giveaway. Church members
prepared 200 backpacks of school
supplies for children in need — no
easy task, he said.
Meanwhile, “the church down
the street had about 2,000.”
But the Crusade isn’t about numbers, added Clyde D. Mayberry,
ministering evangelist for the
Northside church.
“This is a conduit to build relationships in the community that
we serve,” Mayberry said. “Many
churches make the mistake to think
that most of the soul-saving is done

at the crusade. Most of the work is
done after the crusade is over. ”

‘A HARD NUT TO CRACK’

Echoing Mayberry’s sentiments
was Leonardo Gilbert, national outreach director for the Crusade, who
described it as a three-phase event.
In the two years before a
Crusade, national leaders organize
“mini-rallies” in the host cities,
Gilbert said. During the Crusade
week, thousands of “foot soldiers”
knock on doors and make contacts. Finally, local Christians take
the contacts and do follow-up work.
“Souls are still being saved in San
Antonio,” said Gilbert, referring to
the host city for the 2015 Crusade.
A key element of the Crusade was
nightly worship, hosted this year in
the Charlotte Convention Center.
For decades, Jack Evans, former
president of Southwestern Christian
College in Terrell, Texas, spoke at
the services, urging attendees to
abandon man-made doctrines and
embrace Bible-based Christianity.
Recently, he passed the pulpit to
Orpheus J. Heyward, minister for
the West End Church of Christ in
Atlanta. In “a time in our country
when there is great uncertainty,”
Heyward said, the people of
Charlotte need the simple, powerful
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truth of Christ.
‘YOUR WORK IS NOT IN VAIN’
“Door-knocking provides an
Eventually, doors did open for
opportunity,” Heyward said, “but
Cooper and her fellow Christians
as we continue to move forward,
as they crisscrossed the Charlotte
I hope that we expand our media
metro and other communities. Foot
and use every possible avenue to
soldiers knocked on 4,300 doors,
spread the Gospel. Hopefully, we
including those in the neighborwill let people know that Jesus
hoods surrounding the Southern
Christ is the answer to whatever
Hills Church of Christ, southwest
crisis is in their lives.”
of downtown, and the Crawford
Despite advances in social
Road Church of Christ, just across
media and communication techthe state line in Rock Hill, S.C.
nology, there’s never been a
Each night, visitors heard the
better time for person-to-person
Gospel at the convention center.
contact, said Daniel Harrison, the Baptisms followed — about
Crusade’s founding director, a
10 during the week, added to
longtime minister for Churches of the 44 since the campaign was
Christ in Chicago.
announced in 2015.
Attitude is equally vital, added
Even one of the security guards
Riley. In the past, when church
on duty at the convention center
members encountered members
was immersed — after getting permission from her supervisor.
of various denominations, “many of
them would jump all over them,” he
“This is the culmination of a
lot of effort by the ministries
said, leading to doctrinal debates
and, too often, closed doors.
in the Charlotte area,” said
Now, “if someone says they
Derek Franklin, minister for the
attend a certain church, that is
Crawford Road church. “It has
a starting point” for faith-filled
been the fulfillment of a lot of
hard work, and my hope No. 1 is
conversation, he added. For doorknockers, patience and persisthat people will come to know the
tence also are important.
Church of Christ and know what
we stand for.”
Andrew Johnson
is living proof.
To that end,
“I was a hard nut
the crusaders
distributed 40,000
to crack, but she
never gave up on
pounds of potatoes
me,” Johnson said
to people in need
of his wife, Mae,
during the camwho began inviting
paign and hosted
a health fair at the
him to church as
their relationship
meeting place of
began. Married
the Sugar Creek
Church of Christ
for 16 years, they
worship with the
in Charlotte.
Suitland Road
Growth here
PHOTOS BY HAMIL R. HARRIS may be slow, but
Church of Christ
Andrew and Mae Johnson, from
in Maryland
it happens, said
Maryland, at the Crusade for Christ. Mayberry, who
and traveled to
has seen the
Charlotte for the
Crusade.
membership of the Northside
“Our goal is to plant the seed,”
church increase from 60 to 200
he said.
in his years with the congregaAnother Suitland Road member,
tion. Thanks to the Crusade for
Dell Prince, took a week off from
Christ, he’s sure that growth will
his job as a facilities manager at
continue.
the University of Maryland to
“I want to say thanks and to tell
bring his wife and four children to
you that your work is not in vain,”
he told the foot soldiers as the
the Crusade.
“I am doing the Great
Crusade concluded. “We will water
Commission, sharing the Gospel
the seeds that you planted. This
with all people,” he said. “Personal was the perfect time to come.”
contact is really good — complete
with a warm smile.”
WEBSITE: www.churchofchristcrusade.org
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Isaiah Harris, age 10, commits his life to Christ before his baptism in Charlotte, N.C.

In Charlotte, a seed takes
root — in a reporter’s son

‘Y

CHARLOTTE, N.C.
space in the U-Haul for two pallets
our boy is ready.”
of potatoes. That required moving a
That’s what Freeman
portable baptismal pool.
Green, a minister from
Isaiah kept looking at that pool, and
Daytona Beach, Fla., told
he asked the man driving the truck
me Monday night during the
about baptism over and over.
Road Notes
Crusade for Christ.
He wasn’t baptized Monday
He was talking about Isaiah,
night. I thought maybe he
my 10-year-old son. I’ve been
had changed his mind. But
feeling like I need to spend
Tuesday was a different story.
more time with him while I
He sat next to me, and as soon
can. We used to go to Disney
as minister Orpheus Heyward
World almost every summer,
made the invitation, he bolted
but I complained a lot in
up to give his confession.
those days. Now, two of my
Unfortunately, my phone
Hamil R. Harris
four children are adults, I am
battery was dead. Luckily, a
divorced, and not a single
friend filmed the baptism and
award in my living room can replace
I posted it on Facebook. My heart
the memories of times past.
was filled with joy as more than 1,000
I brought Isaiah along to the
people shared that moment with my
Crusade. It’s not Disney, but it’s
family on the internet.
real. We got the chance to knock
I know that God blessed me to be
on doors, worship the Lord with
here for this moment.
hundreds of our brothers and sisters
I also know that Isaiah is serious
and witness people give their lives to about his walk with Jesus. On the way
Christ in baptism.
home, he said, “Dad, I noticed that the
The goal of the Crusade is to plant
only time you read your Bible is when
seeds. I didn’t realize one of them was you are getting ready for a sermon.”
growing, right next to me, about to
It cut me to the heart, but I needed
sprout. Isaiah wanted to be baptized.
that honest rebuke from my son —
He had been thinking about it
from my brother in Christ.
since we arrived. We were loading
food for a giveaway when one of the
HAMIL R. HARRIS preaches for the Glenarden
organizers asked Isaiah to make
Church of Christ in Maryland.
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editorial

This time of crisis

T

he civil insurrection now occurring in our
cities is a complex phenomenon, spawned
by years of neglect, abuse and disdain of
human dignity. Its flames are fanned by
bigotry, prejudice and extremism of all kinds.
In this time of crisis, the church is called on to
exercise its mediating influence whenever possible.
We must do more than treat the symptoms.
The church must use its influence to help break
down racial prejudice, injustice and bigotry. We
should take the lead in
The church must use promoting better race
relations — both by
its influence
teaching and example.
to help break down Our relations with
racial prejudice, African-American
brethren in the
injustice and bigotry. past have too often
consisted of inviting
them to a gospel meeting once a year and giving
them an occasional page of news in our papers.
Or where we have shared in the work, our attitude has been one of superiority and paternalism.
We must accept our African-American brethren
fully into our various activities as equals. We
must let them know unmistakably that they are
brethren to be fully accepted by all Christians.
There are encouraging signs. We applaud these
forward steps and hope that they signal a renewed
attitude of brotherhood and fellowship toward
Christians of other races. We must never forget
that “there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither
slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:28)

This editorial is excerpted, almost verbatim, from the editorial
that appeared in The Christian Chronicle on Friday, Aug. 11, 1967.

from our readers

A single father says thanks
God bless everyone who donates
and prays for us. (See “Hope for
single parents,” Page 1, July.) We
love and appreciate all of your
blessings and kindness, which
have made our little family whole
again. There are no words to
express our gratitude and gratefulness toward everyone. Thank you.

Niel Zierden

NIEL ZIERDEN and his two children moved into the Mount Dora
Children’s Home in Florida after his wife died in a 2016 accident. The
ministry is associated with Churches of Christ.

Do our media habits avoid
‘the very appearance of evil?’
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true,
As the world becomes more and more ungodly,
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever
we are lulled into a kind of comfortable moral
is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
drowsiness that makes us unaware of the
admirable — if anything is excellent or
In the Word tools in the hands of the devil.
praiseworthy — think about such things.
We find ourselves laughing at all kinds
of
wickedness as we welcome it digitally
— Philippians 4:8, New International Version
into our living rooms, bedrooms and
nce, I accidentally made a pretty
dormitories. We listen to vulgarity and
huge gash in my left hand. There
profanity and hardly are aware we’ve
was lots of blood, nausea, an
heard them — even as they erode the
eventual scar and a pain that was
values that we’ve professed all along.
wretched.
It’s helpful for me to constantly
On another occasion, a doctor made
Cindy Colley
remember and repeat the phrase,
a similar gash in my foot to remove a
“Entertainment is optional.” It’s not a
piece of glass. There was lots of blood, a similar
requirement for life. It’s far less necessary than
scar, but absolutely no pain.
retaining my limbs or my eyesight — things
The difference was, of
that Jesus told us to rid
course, anesthetic.
ourselves of if they were
It’s a daily challenge
causing us to sin, for
to be in this world and
losing them is better than
remain insulated from
losing our souls.
its spiritually destructive
I can go to heaven
components. I cannot
without ever turning
imagine going through
on the television. But I
a day without having to
can’t go to heaven if I’m
constantly remind myself
not “abstaining from the
of what conversations,
very appearance of evil”
media and relationships
(I Thessalonians 5:22).
are appropriate for someSo many times, I look
body who’s following
back and know that a
Jesus. I want God’s Word
particular decision I
to be my filter in the
made was completely
PIXABAY.COM
nitty-gritty decisions of
out of alignment with
everyday living.
We find ourselves laughing at all kinds the big profession I
Sometimes I think we
made for my life.
of wickedness as we welcome it digitally have
really do mean the big
Those times are my
into our living rooms, bedrooms and
commitment statements
biggest regrets.
we post in our Facebook
Christ can’t remain
dormitories. We listen to vulgarity
profiles (“I would give
in my heart if he’s not
and profanity and hardly are aware
my life for Christ,”
affecting my agenda,
“My favorite book is
dominating my calendar,
we’ve heard them.’
the Bible,” “Growing
making my choices and
in Christ is my No. 1
shaping my plans.
goal”). Yet the inconsistencies in our little deciHe is in control of the remote.
sions don’t sting because we’ve become environmentally and culturally anesthetized.
CINDY COLLEY lives in Huntsville, Ala., with her husband, Glenn,
How can we sing “I am mine no more, I’ve
who is pulpit minister for the West Huntsville Church of Christ. She is
been bought with blood,” or “Purer in heart, oh
the author of books for ladies and teen girls, and she invites women
God, help me to be,” and fail to feel the sting
to study with women in churches around the world in “Digging Deep,”
of the destructive media influences that are in
a Bible study sharing online study materials and a monthly podcast.
direct opposition to these themes?
The study begins Sept. 1. For details, see www.thecolleyhouse.org.
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Looking for a ‘sound congregation?’
You’d better skip the one in Corinth

‘D

o you know of a sound
what they were saying. And I think
congregation in Boca Raton one or two of them were drunk!
(or Hilton Head, Nashua,
During Bible class, there was a
Honolulu)? We’re going to
discussion about the resurrection.
be there this weekend.”
Several argued that it was
I see messages like that
impossible — once you’re
Views
posted to Facebook all
dead, that’s it. I can’t believe
the time. I wonder what
they permitted someone to
Christians did before social
say that in a church that Paul
media — or church direccalled “sanctified by Jesus.”
tories, or telephones, or a
Would it be better for
completed New Testament?
my family to worship in
“It’s A.D. 54. I’ll be travour motel than go to this
eling through Corinth this
church? If I were moving
weekend. Do you know of a
Jerrie Barber
to Corinth, should I raise
sound congregation where
money to start a sound
my family can worship?”
congregation there? I thought Paul
Check with the apostle Paul,
said the church belonged to God
someone tells me. He wrote them a
and that they were saints.
letter recently. He addressed them
If I started the Sound Church of
as “the church of God which is at
Christ in Corinth, would Paul hold
Corinth, to those who are sanctified
a gospel meeting for us? If he later
in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
held a gospel meeting for that other
with all who in every place call on the
church in Corinth, should I mark Paul
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both
for preaching for an unsound church
theirs and ours” (1 Corinthians 1:2).
because of all the sin and error in
I decide to stop by on my way to
that congregation? Should I post on
Athens. But I’m shocked! They’re
Facebook, Twitter, and in every brothdivided. Some of the most arroerhood paper that Paul is unsound
gant, prideful people I’ve ever met
because he preached for that group?
worship there. I heard — and I got
What if I, instead, move to Ephesus
it from a good source — that a man
in A.D. 96? The church there is
is shacking up with his father’s wife
active, sound. They cannot bear
and the church is doing nothing. In
those who are evil. They’ve tried
fact, they’re proud of it!
false apostles and found
If I started the Sound them to be liars. And
They have all kind
of marriage problems
Church of Christ they hate the deeds of
in this congregathe Nicolaitans, which
in Corinth, would Jesus also hates. No one
tion. People also are
confused about eating
Paul hold a gospel would write me up for
meat offered to idols.
worshipping with this
meeting for us? sound congregation.
Speaking of eating,
I’ve been to a lot of
Jesus, however, says
churches, but this is the first one
they’ve left their first love. Unless
that had a potluck where members
they repent, he’ll remove their lamprefused to share food. Seriously, the
stand. (Revelation 2:4-5)
lady with the best banana pudding
Is it possible that Jesus’ evaluations
refused to give it to anyone but
and our evaluations are different?
her little group. (Did they even
have banana pudding in A.D. 54?
Jerrie Barber has preached since 1961. He
Regardless, she didn’t know me, so
attended Freed-Hardeman University and earned
I didn’t get dessert.)
a bachelor’s in Bible from Lipscomb University. In
You should’ve seen their worship.
2007, he and his wife, Gail, started interim ministry.
People were talking and singing at
The Shady Acres Church of Christ in Sikeston, Mo.,
the same time. Some were speaking is the seventh congregation they have served. He
in a language I couldn’t understand,
blogs at www.newshepherdsorientation.com
and nobody was there to tell me
and www.betweenpreachers.com.

College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean, ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-29210

The Department of Language and Literature invites applications for a
nine-month, tenure-track position as assistant professor beginning January 2018.
Candidates are expected to have a terminal degree in English, comparative
literature, humanities, or a closely related field. Specialization in compositionrhetoric is preferred. All members of the department teach a mix of composition
and literature classes, from first-year writing to graduate courses in our English
M.A. program; hence, evidence of a varied teaching background also is preferred.
Applicants must have strong communication skills and interest in the development
of students. Information about the department is available at acu.edu/english.
See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for a complete description
of this position. In a letter to the appropriate dean or chair, applicants should
address their qualifications for the position. They should include in the application
a statement of how faith informs their teaching; a discussion of their spiritual
journey; a curriculum vitae; transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work;
and names, addresses and phone numbers of five references. Review of applicants
will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled. Nominations of
and applications from qualified women and minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ. All applicants
must be professing Christians and be active, faithful members of a congregation
of the Churches of Christ and deeply committed to service in Christian higher
education. The mission of ACU is to educate students for Christian service and
leadership throughout the world. ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.
170261-0817

Milestones
Carl Woods, 1924-2017
Carl R. Woods, 93, of Corpus
Christi, Texas, passed
away Aug. 2, 2017.
Born in a sod home in
Phillips County, Mont.,
he was raised around
Murray, Iowa. He had
a distinguished 30-year
naval career (19421973) retiring as a
Lieutenant Commander
and later from a 15-year
career as a computer
scientist. Carl helped
build the Groton, Conn., Church of
Christ building (1958-63).
He served as one of the first
elders of the Honolulu Church of
Christ (1968-1971) and as an elder
with the Oceana Church of Christ
in Virginia Beach, Va. (1974-1977).
He was a respected leader in the
Churches of Christ in New Jersey.

(continued)

During his retirement he traveled for five years with his wife
Norma as part of the Sojourner’s
ministry. He was a
longtime member of the
Kings Crossing Church
of Christ in Corpus
Christi, Texas, and a
supporter of Timothy
Hill Children’s Ranch,
as well as many other
ministries and causes.
He is survived by his
four children: Philip,
Craig, Elaine and Roger.
Alda Marie Hendrix, 77, August
1, Cameron Park, Calif.

Memorial Gifts
The Christian Chronicle appreciates and acknowledges a generous
gift received in memory of Jack
Greenwood.
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The 40-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other contact
info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen.ministry@comcast.net
P.O. Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 372-7051

Looking For A Winter Paradise or Thinking of Relocating?
Check Out Beautiful Fort Myers in Southwest Florida!
*Uplifting Acapella Singing in four part harmony, blending praise songs with traditional hymns
*Warm and friendly atmosphere, multi-generational and diverse
*Beautiful weather, beaches, golf, fishing, spring training baseball, and great restaurants

Randy Simmons delivers Bible-based teachings that are relevant to your life.

Call us or check out our website for a free sermon CD or
DVD package from Gulf Coast Publications.

Fort Hill
Christian
Youth Camp
HOMECOMING
Oct. 27-29, 2017
Hillsboro, Ohio

(239-936-4554) ● www.gulfcoastchurch.com
9550 Six Mile Cypress Parkway, Fort Myers, FL 33966

Guest Speaker: Aubrey Johnson
(937) 588-2266, forthillcamp.org

Oct. 1

Opening Worship/Keynote, Gospel of
John Presentation by Arthur Morton

Oct. 2

Engaging Workshops, TED Talk-style
Sessions, Church Leaders Dinner

Oct. 3

Church Leaders Workshop “Navigating the Storm”
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Hicks provides a painful, but
powerful, return to ‘The Shack’

I

n “Meeting God at the Shack: A Journey
The second part of the book, “Encountering
Into Spiritual Recovery,” John Mark Hicks God in a Fresh Way,” explores some of the
invites us to look at ourselves honestly and
thematic elements of “The Shack” that have
to seek God in recovering from the
caught readers by surprise.
In Print
hurts we have experienced — and the
There is no shortage of critics
hurts we have caused.
who see all kinds of various dogmas
The book is a resource of spiritual
being promoted through the pages of
reflection based on “The Shack,” the
Young’s novel. “Meeting God at the
2008 bestselling novel by William Paul
Shack” examines some metaphors that
Young. A film version made its debut in
are uncomfortable for some, but the
theaters earlier this year. Young’s story
emphasis is on what can be learned
is about a man who is recovering from
about relating to God.
the murder of his young daughter. He
In the conclusion of the book there is
John Dobbs
has a series of encounters with God at
an emphasis on recovery. Hicks writes,
a shack that help him come to grips
“Sin is an addiction before which we
with the “Great Sadness” in his life. The novel
are powerless on our own (Romans 7), and we
is controversial because of Young’s portrayal
all express our brokenness in some form of
of the Trinity in unconventional ways, among
specific powerlessness.” In these concluding
other elements of the story. I wrote a review of
chapters are beautiful reminders of God’s
“The Shack” for The Christian Chronicle in May gracious love for those who are struggling —
of 2009, a year following the
even those who are struggling
death of my son (mentioned
to trust him.
on page 146 in Hicks’ book).
At the end of the book are
A professor of theology at
discussion questions, a couple
Lipscomb University, Hicks
for each chapter. Also, there
does not present an academic
are three reading plans if one
discourse on “The Shack,”
would like to read and discuss
though it is not light reading!
this book in community.
Instead, he opens his heart
I could see value in going
to relate to other struggling
through this book together in
people who are living in the
a grief or addiction support
shadows of pain. “The Shack,”
group. I feel sure any honest
Hicks writes, was part of
individual could gain insight
his own spiritual journey
from this starkly honest book.
as he endured tragic losses,
Obviously, one should have
including the 2001 death of
already read “The Shack”
his son, Joshua.
before exploring this book.
“I think the question the
Otherwise, the primary
novel addresses is this: How
framework and references
do wounded people come
that make this a rich and profto believe God deeply loves
itable read would be missed.
them?” Hicks writes.
I highly recommend this
“Meeting God at the Shack” John Mark Hicks. “Meeting God
book — both for those who
at The Shack: A Journey Into
is divided into two parts. In
are familiar with “The Shack”
Spiritual Recovery.” Abilene, Texas. and for those who have yet
the first, “Looking Life in
Leafwood Publishers, 2017. 160
the Eye,” Hicks follows the
to enter into the world of
pages. $13.99.
imagery of the Shack, the
Mack and his encounter with
place that symbolizes “where
the place of sadness he has
we hide our secrets — our sins, our resentallowed to grow in his heart, his shack.
ments, our envies, our fears, our hurts, our
sorrows and our anger against God. These are
JOHN DOBBS is preaching minister for the Forsythe Avenue
the secrets we don’t talk about.”
Church of Christ in Monroe, La. He and his wife, Margaret, have two
Each chapter winds its way through themes
children. Nicole lives in Georgia with her two children. John Robert
of fear, anger, unforgiveness and the consedied at age 18 in 2008. John leads GriefShare groups in Monroe
quences of avoiding our Shacks. This is done
and has a weekend seminar, “Acquainted With Grief,” which he
in a highly personalized manner.
presents for churches. For more information, see johndobbs.com.
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Farmer shows us what homegrown fellowship can produce

T

his is a book about feeding the body and the
soul. It’s about nurturing a garden and each
other.
What we're
In “The Mar velous
reading
Pigness of Pigs: Respecting and
Caring for All God’s Creation,”
Joel Salatin, a third-generation
family farmer in rural Virginia,
gives us ideas on stewardship from
a Christian and conservation standpoint. He makes a strong case for
choices like growing your own
produce, raising your own chickens
Cory Shipman
and utilizing local farmer’s markets
as opposed to buying mega-farm
products shipped from who-knows-where and
treated with who-knows-what.
I especially like the questions he asks about
things churches can do instead of relying on
processed foods. What if our fellowship meals
consisted of produce, meat and baked goods that
members have grown, raised and prepared themselves? What if we stock our food pantries with
healthy, local products from members?
What if, instead of growing grass and paying to
have it mowed, we
plant gardens that
involve the community
— offering evangelism, relationships and
service opportunities?
Salatin makes a great
case for going back in
time to when food was
not a quick detour on
the way to something
else, but a process that
involved all members
of a family and was
celebrated. The
lessons abound, both
for individual families
Joel Salatin. The Marvelous
and for the church.
Pigness of Pigs. Nashville,
In a world growing
Tenn.: FaithWords, 2016.
more and more out of
touch with where food 288 pages. $25.
comes from — and with
so much unhealthy eating going on while others literally starve — this is a timely book with some great
ideas we would do well to consider and implement.
cory shipman and his family worship with the Memorial Road Church
of Christ in Oklahoma City. They raise chickens and share eggs and the
produce they grow with their community. They enjoy game meat from
Cory’s hunting and locally grown beef from a church family.
What are you reading? Contact erik@christianchronicle.org.
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Job Listings
Preacher Search
(Central Texas)

Small congregation in Normangee, Texas,
is seeking a minister to help guide our
growth and knowledge of our Lord. Local
minister has retired. We are located 12
miles from Hilltop Lakes, Texas, (golf,
fishing, boating, camping, etc.), and 33
miles from Bryan. We have less than 40
members, no elders, and 15 children who
are ready to serve. Our roots are deep
and more than 100 years old. Please send
resume and questions to:

wophoto@windstream.net

Full-time Evangelist

Okemah Church of Christ in Okemah, Okla.,
is searching for a full-time minister with
a love for evangelism. Candidates should
have a genuine love for people spanning
from young to elderly and be willing to visit
shut-ins and make hospital visits. We are
a congregation of approximately 70 with
the desire to be involved in the community
while spreading the Word of God.

SEPTEMBER 2017

Full-time Associate Minister - Union City, Tenn.
The Exchange Street Church of Christ is seeking a full-time associate minister
with an emphasis on youth and young adults. We are a congregation of
approximately 170 with five elders and 20 deacons and ministry leaders.
Compensation and benefits will be commensurate with the candidate’s level
of education and years of experience. Please submit a resume, cover letter,
three references and two recent sermon samples for consideration.
Jeff Kenee, (731) 885-1507, 420 Exchange St, Union City, TN 38261.

Full-Time Minister
Palo Verde Church of Christ located in Lake
Havasu City, Ariz., is looking for an experienced
member of the Lord’s body to be a full-time
preacher. The right candidate should come with
experience in sound doctrine, preaching and
holding classes to help spiritually feed the flock
and also the ability to outreach into a community
that is in need of God’s word. We are a small
congregation who is on limited budget. Would like
to have someone married, semi-retired or willing
to work outside ministerial duties if needed.

Dennis Grosser
(928) 486-7370, ddgrosser@yahoo.com
www.lakehavasucitycoc.com

Preacher Wanted
Enterprise Boulevard Church of
Christ is searching for a full-time,
energetic pulpit minister. Our area
is fast growing and ripe for the
harvest. Parsonage available.
Enterprise Boulevard
Church of Christ
2801 Enterprise Blvd
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Fax: (337) 430-0093
office@blvdchurchofchrist.org

MINISTER NEEDED
The Porterville Church of Christ is in search
of a full-time minister. We are a strong congregation of 125 members who are active in community
service and support an active youth program
(including a Bible Camp and state-wide youth
rally). Please send resume with your experience
and education, as well as, your view of the role of
the minister and visual access of a recent sermon.
Salary is negotiable.

Okemah Church of Christ
Attn: Elders
PO Box 407
Okemah, OK 74859

Pulpit Search Committee
1000 N Newcomb
Porterville, CA, 93257
www.church@pvcoc.org
(559) 784-5498 or (559) 361-1198

Pulpit Minister

Spiritual Leader

The Southside Church of Christ in Tucson,
Ariz., is seeking a pulpit minister. We are
a congregation of 90+ with elders. We
are seeking a man who loves the Lord, is
energetic and has experience growing a
congregation. We prefer a senior/seasoned
minister, but all who meet our qualifications
will be considered. Candidates can submit
resumes to:

Small congregation needs spiritual leader
to help teach us and spread the Word.
Currently, we do not have any elders
and all church business is overseen by a
three-man committee. A large mobile
home parsonage is available, hours and
salary negotiable. If you are interested
in learning more, please send resume to:

Please mail resume and three references to:

Southside Church of Christ
PO Box 26624
Tucson AZ 85726-6624
southsidecoctucson@gmail.com

Eastwood Church of Christ
4199 Hwy 80
Haughton, LA 71037
(318) 294-2451

Deadline for next two issues: September 8 and October 6.
Contact: Tonya Patton at: tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org.
Please visit our online listings at: www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds.

Sept. 5-8 National Christian
Camping Workshop. Las Vegas.
naccamps.org.
Sept. 8-10 Spanish Bible Seminar.
Nashville, Tenn. (615) 244-0608.
Sept. 10 70th Anniversary, Mount
Vernon, Mo., Church of Christ.
mtvcoc.org.
Sept. 14-15 New Day Conference,
North Boulevard Church of Christ.
Murfreesboro, Tenn. info@nblvd.org.
Sept. 14-17 Midwest Women’s
Conference of Churches of Christ.
Louisville, Ky. mwccc2017.com.
Sept. 17-20 Summit. Abilene
Christian University, Texas,
acu.edu/events.
Sept. 19 African Christian School
Fundraising Dinner, Partners in
Progress. Nashville, Tenn.
africanchristianschools.org.
Sept. 21-24 Global Missions
Experience 2017. Harding University,
Camp Tahkodah. harding.edu/events.
Sept. 22-23 Silver Maple Camp
Ladies’ Retreat, Winfield, Kan., Church
of Christ. winfield-church.com.
Sept. 24 125th Anniversary,
Southside Church of Christ. Fort
Worth, Texas. sscofc.org.
Sept. 24-27 Bible Lectureship.
Harding University, Searcy, Ark.
harding.edu/lectureship.
Sept. 30-Oct. 1 50th Anniversary,
Burlington Church of Christ.
Burlington, Mass., burlingtonchurch.com.
Oct. 1-3 Oklahoma Christian
University Lectureship. Oklahoma
City. oc.edu/events/lectureship.
Oct. 1-5 Southeastern Regional
Lectureship. Decatur, Ala.
moultonheights.org.
Oct. 10-13 Abundant Living
Branson Retreat. Branson, Mo.
abundantlivingseniors.com.
Oct. 13-15 70th Anniversary, South
17th St. Church of Christ. Saginaw,
Mich. aliciaterrell27@yahoo.com.
Oct. 14-15 100th Anniversary,
High Pointe Church of Christ.
McKinney, Texas. www.hp.church.
Oct. 26 Cambodia Christian
Ministries Golf Tournament. Farmers
Branch, Texas. cambodiaministries.org.
Oct. 27-29 Homecoming, Fort Hill
Christian Youth Camp. Hillsboro,
Ohio. forthillcamp.org.
Oct. 28 Hope for Haiti’s Children
Breakfast. Frisco, Texas.
hopeforhaitischildren.org.
FULL CALENDAR: www.christianchronicle.org
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Lakeview Christian
Hospice Care, Carlsbad, N.M.

Full or Part-Time Minister - Prescott Valley, Arizona

has a unique opportunity for ministry. We are
seeking a full-time chaplain to work with our dying
patients and their families. This position allows
you to minister to people at a sometimes difficult
time, listen to family life reviews and hear incredible
stories, and support patients and families. Must be
willing to work in patient’s home, work comfortably
in a multi-denominational environment, have
knowledge of the grief process and an
understanding of hospice philosophy.

The Prescott Valley Church of Christ in Prescott Valley, Ariz., is looking for a full or part-time
minister. Prescott Valley is in the beautiful mountains of Northern Arizona with a mild climate
in both the winter and summer months. We are a congregation of around 25 members with the
potential for growth. We are a caring congregation who truly has a great love for one another,
our community and our faith. Presently, we can provide some salary, as our resources are limited,
but with growth, benefits could be forthcoming.
Our ideal candidate is either a retired or semi-retired person who could devote time and energy
to building the congregation and especially creating and using social media platforms to attract
younger congregants. Prescott Valley is a city of around 40,000. Please email your resume and a
paragraph describing the strengths you will bring to our congregation to:

Cindy Defer (575) 887-0933
humanresources@
lakeviewchristian.com

Please include references from your current and/or previous congregations.

Mark Green
kramred@hotmail.com

Ready to Retire? Consider Lander, Wyoming!

The Church of Christ in Lander, Wyo., is seeking Christians who are ready to retire. Lander is a town of 7,500
people, located at the base of the beautiful Wind River Mountains. The church in Lander is a stable, selfsupporting congregation of approximately 80-85. We are active in many areas of ministry and mission work.
We have both deacons and elders in place, along with a young, evangelistic-minded minister. If you would
like more information on the church in Lander, mail inquires to:
Lander Church of Christ, Attn: Elders, PO Box 447, Lander, WY 82520

Learn more about the church and community: http://landerchurchofchrist.com and http://landerwyoming.org/

www.churchofchristpreaching.com

University President
The Board of Trustees of Ohio Valley University invites
nominations or applications for the position of President,
effective July 1, 2018.
Potential candidates or interested parties are encouraged
to contact Cecelia Goff, Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees
and Chair of the Presidential Search Committee, at:

(304) 865-6132
Cecelia.Goff@ovu.edu

MOUNTAIN
COMMUNITY
OPPORTUNITY
Tiny congregation looking for sound
Christian leadership. Retirement or
other support needed.
Church of Christ
Attn: Billy McCarty
PO Box 487, Reserve, NM 87830
(575) 533-6574
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In Jesus’ presence there is blessed
assurance — and brutal honesty

F A C U L T Y P O S I T I O N S AV A I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING AND PHYSICS. Seeking full-time faculty member in civil engineering. The successful candidate will have a Ph.D. in civil engineering or closely
related field. Responsibilities include overseeing, planning and
accrediting of the civil engineering program in coordination
with department chair; curriculum development; and teaching
of undergraduate lecture and laboratory courses.
Submit a letter of application, curriculum vitae and statement of teaching interests to Dr. Zane Gastineau, chair, at
zgastineau@harding.edu or Box 12290, Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY PRACTICE. Seeking fulltime faculty members. Applicants with internal medicine,
ambulatory care or clinical psychiatry specialty are encouraged
to apply. Qualified applicants will possess a Pharm.D. as well as
residency/fellowship training. At least two years of academic
experience is preferred. Eligibility for pharmacy licensure in Arkansas is required. Responsibilities include didactic instruction
in pharmacotherapy and related clinical sciences, maintenance
of a clinical practice site for the purposes of service and experiential teaching, and active engagement in scholarship.
Submit letter of interest and curriculum vitae to Dr. Julie Kissack, chair and professor, at jkissack@harding.edu or Box 12230,
Searcy, AR 72149.
Additional openings are available in the following areas:
COLLEGE OF NURSING
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
Please visit harding.edu/hr/jobsfaculty for further information on these
positions. To learn more about open staff positions, visit harding.edu/hr/jobs.
Harding is committed to hiring a diverse faculty and staff. Women, minorities,
individuals with disabilities and veterans are encouraged to apply.

A

song that has become one of
Jesus talks to her. She realizes that
my favorites is by Dick and
he is no ordinary man. She tells her
Melodie Tunney. One verse
friends about Jesus, and the whole
describes the feelings that
community believes.
occur in the presence of our Lord:
In the Gospel of Mark, when a
In His presence there is comfort,
rich young man asks
Insight
in His presence there is peace. When
Jesus how he can
we seek the Father’s heart we will
gain eternal life, Jesus
find such bless’d assurance, in the
tells him to obey the
presence of the Lord.
commandments. He’s
Although the song focuses on the
done this, he says.
ascended Lord, it does not mention
Jesus feels love for
the importance of truth in the presthis young man — so
ence of Jesus. I am struck by Jesus’
he must tell him what
total honesty with the people in his
he still lacks: “Go and
Bailey McBride sell all you possess and
presence. He seldom leaves people
complacent with their lives because
give to the poor, and
he always tells them of their condiyou will have treasure in heaven; and
tion. Jesus possesses high stancome, follow me.”
dards and never hesitates to speak
The Savior confirms the young
honestly to people.
man’s works, but shows him the
When Jesus is invited to dinner by
reality of his own materialistic values.
Simon the Pharisee, a woman “who
Jesus’ 12 disciples often are forced
had lived a sinful life,” as Luke’s
by the Savior’s words to see the
gospel tells us, washes his feet with
truth of their character.
perfume, tears and kisses. Simon
Peter — though he is one of the
questions why Jesus would allow
first to confess that Jesus is the son
such a woman to
of God — begins
touch him.
to sink when he
Jesus tells the
tries to walk out
parable of two men,
on the water to
one forgiven a
Jesus, as we read
small debt and one
in Matthew. Jesus
forgiven a massive
reveals to Peter
debt. If both are
the doubts and
forgiven by the
fears that hold him
lender, which of
back. Later, Jesus
the two would
predicts that Peter
love the lender
will deny him three
ERIK TRYGGESTAD times, despite
most? Of course,
In Kingston, Jamaica, members of the
it’s the one with
Peter’s insistence
Mona Church of Christ sing “The Woman that he won’t.
the biggest debt,
of Samaria.” See a video of the song at
Simon answers.
He does, of
www.christianchronicle.org.
Then Jesus
course. This time,
sets the record
it isn’t the words
straight: Simon had not given Jesus
of Jesus — just a look — that forces
a welcoming kiss, nor did he have
Peter to realize the truth of his denial.
a servant wash Jesus’ feet — both
After Jesus resurrection, and before
serious breaches of hospitality. In
his ascension, he asks Peter three
the presence of Jesus, Simon had
times, “Do you love me?” It’s a solemn
to see himself as a poor host and as
reminder of Peter’s weakness.
a man who too easily passed judgIn the presence of Jesus there is
ment on the woman and even Jesus. comfort, peace and blessed assurance.
In the Gospel of John, we see
But there’s also honesty and truth
Jesus ask a Samaritan woman for a
— truth that convicts us to change.
drink of water. There at the well, she
has her whole sinful life exposed as
COntact: bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org
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News of faith in the South Pacific

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

On the island of Tanna, in the South Pacific nation of Vanuatu, members of a
Church of Christ that worships under a thatched roof thumb through an issue
of The Christian Chronicle. Send us your favorite photos of Chronicle reading
— wherever you roam — and look for them here in future issues. Email your
high-resolution images to erik@christianchronicle.org.

TO OUR READERS

The good work of real news

‘H

ave fellowship with every
good work; give something
to it.”
That was the wisdom of
Otis Gatewood (1911-1999). When
he spoke those words in a graduate
missions class I was
taking in the summer
of 1963, he planted
an indelible mark in
my heart.
I was young, and
Gatewood was a pioneering missionary
among Churches
Lynn McMillon
of Christ following
World War II. In 1947,
he left ministry in Utah to share the
Gospel in postwar Europe.
Hans Novak reportedly received
the shoes off Gatewood’s feet when
Novak had none. I was blessed to
be Novak’s helper in 1960 and heard
this and many other Gatewood stories. Gatewood even received the
Distinguished Service Cross from
the German government for his

humanitarian work.
What Gatewood said had all of the
credibility in the world to me and
still does. He also said, “Don’t make
missionaries beg for money; be generous with them.”
I think of Gatewood’s sage advice
whenever I ask you to financially support The Christian Chronicle --- and
you do! You are an inspiration to me
because you believe in the positive
mission of the Chronicle to bring you
news that matters every month.
You have fellowship with us in
this ministry. Together, we praise
God by celebrating the good that
so many people and churches are
doing for him. I personally learn of
more ways to have fellowship with
Christian brothers and sisters by
reading our stories.
Thank you for understanding the
work of the Chronicle and for faithfully
sending your support. We are humbled, and we are eternally grateful.
COntact: lynn.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org

Every dollar makes a difference! Send your tax-deductible gift by check to The Christian Chronicle, P.O. Box 11000,
Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100; use our online form at www.christianchronicle.org or call us at (405) 425-5070.
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AT H E R I TA G E C H R I S T I A N U N I V E R S I T Y ,
IT’S ALL ABOUT SOULS.
Whether you desire an undergraduate or graduate degree, you’ll find one
focus at HCU—Bible. Here searching for souls means equipping those who will
prepare others for eternity. Where will your passion for souls take you? Join
us on campus or via distance learning to begin your real-world ministry today.

256.766.6610
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