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SANTA CLAUS COMES TO PANAMA

A mission of joy: Church members
deliver presents in Central America
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

A child in the burn unit of the Hospital del Nino (Children’s Hospital) in
Panama City, Panama, says hello to Santa Claus, also known as Larry Brady of
Panama Missions. Brady and volunteers delivered presents to patients.

METETI, Panama — In 90-degree
temperatures, visitors from the
U.S. sweat and scratch bug bites
as they unload egg crates spilling over with colorfully wrapped
presents.
Despite the festive trimmings,
the Christmas spirit seems
elusive here. That is, until the
children arrive.
Quicker than one can shout
“Santa Claus!” scores of children surround the visitors,
beaming with the same smiles
of anticipation as their northern
counterparts.
“Many children here have
never received a gift,” said Jose
Calderon, a minister who assists
mission teams. He and other
Panamanian Christians choose
the sites and handle most of the
logistics for the gift distribution.
Church members from
about 70 congregations, from
Nebraska to Maryland, filled
4,600 plastic shoeboxes with toys
and personal items for Operation
Christmas Joy, an annual event
sponsored by Alabama-based
Panama Missions. Director

Fashioned
by Faith
Christian
clothes
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business as
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ministry.
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Women and children in an Embera indigenous village in rural Panama walk
from their home with the gift boxes they received from Panama Missions.

Larry Brady and a small group
of volunteers traveled to Panama
and helped distribute the boxes
in schools, churches and rural
villages inhabited by Panama’s
indigenous people, including the
Kuna and Embera Indians.
In the Kuna village of Ipeti,
children started asking when
the “gringos” were coming at 7
a.m., said Alvareno Ponce, one of
two ministers for a small Church
of Christ on the outskirts of the
village. Later, the youths march
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into the church building and
sing hymns in their native Kuna
language and Spanish. Then
they line up as Ponce distributes
stacks of presents.
In Meteti, 5-year-old Yarilis de
Gracias quips “Barbie!” when
asked to name her favorite gift
in her shoebox. But the fashion
doll is quickly set aside when
the child discovers her new
Dora the Explorer jump rope,
which she promptly tries out.
See PANAMA, Page 10

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

change service requested
      

73136-1100
NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
OKLAHOMA CITY OK
PERMIT # 276

The Second Front

JANUARY 2010

the christian chronicle

Faith and flicks:
Christian films
gain a following

Membership
decline is No. 1
story of 2009

MENOMONEE FALLS, Wis.

T

he box office and the
Bible don’t always go
together.
In recent years, though,
films with Christian themes
have found success at
theaters — and Hollywood
can’t help but
Inside Story notice.
“We’re
increasingly seeing
films that
affirm rather
than denigrate faith,”
said Craig
Detweiler,
Bobby Ross Jr.
director of
the Center
for Entertainment, Media
and Culture at Pepperdine
University in Malibu, Calif.
On a recent Friday
night, hundreds of people
— including two couples
from the Northtown church
in Milwaukee and myself —
packed a super-sized theater
to see “The Blind Side.”
Starring Sandra Bullock and
Tim McGraw, the surprise
No. 1 blockbuster tells the
inspirational true story of how
a Christian couple adopt a
homeless black teenager who
becomes a first-round NFL
draft pick. It’s rated PG-13 for
language, violence and depictions of drug use.
Runaway hits usually generate their highest grosses in
cities such as Los Angeles,
New York and Chicago, as
the Los Angeles Times noted.
But “The Blind Side”
became a show-business
phenomenon in places such
as Dallas, Birmingham, Ala.,
and Nashville, Tenn. — the
Bible Belt, you might say.
“It taps into this hunger we
have to see faith portrayed as
something relevant and
See BLIND SIDE, Page 4
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Lester Holt, a member of the Manhattan Church of Christ, is the weekend co-anchor of NBC’s “Today”
show and weekend anchor of “NBC Nightly News.” He’s shown on the “Today” set in New York City.

An anchor for his soul
FOR NBC’s LESTER HOLT, reporting the news is a ‘faith-affirming’ endeavor.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

NEW YORK — For the longest time, Lester Holt
would finish the Sunday edition of NBC’s
“Today” show at 9 a.m., just when services
began at the Manhattan Church of Christ.
When the elders moved the start time to
9:30, no one was happier than Holt.
“I don’t know if it was a personal favor to
me, but it really has helped,” a chuckling
Holt told The Christian Chronicle in an interview at the “Today” studios. “For a long
time, I’d get off at 9, and then I’d have to
bugaloo over there and get there about the
third or fourth song before communion.
“I was the guy kind of sneaking in. Now, I
have a little more time.”
For Holt, 50, who also is weekend anchor of
“NBC Nightly News,” Sunday worship has
been a part of his life as long as he can recall.
“Lester is a humble and loving Christian
— a faithful member of our congregation
who doesn’t seek attention to himself,” said
Dave Swearingen, an elder at the 400member Manhattan church. “He often
helps to lead our worship, and his remarks
are always an inspiration to us.”
The youngest of four children, Holt grew

up in Alaska and California as the son of a
career Air Force noncommissioned officer.
His mother, June Holt, a member of the
Cordova church in Rancho, Calif., near
Sacramento, said the family always
attended services together.
“We discussed the sermons and Bible
class topics following services, so Lester is
well-grounded in the Word,” June Holt said.
“I have heard him mention on more than
one occasion on Sunday ‘Today’ that he
would be attending church when he gets
off the air,” she added. “That shows me he
is not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”
The newsman’s father, Lester Holt Sr.,
has served as an elder at the Cordova
church and the Carmichael, Calif., church.
“It might also be noted that Lester’s
grandfather and great-grandfather were
also elders of congregations in the Detroit
area,” Les Sr. told the Chronicle.
The younger Holt was baptized at age 9
in Anchorage. But at age 14, he asked to be
baptized again at the Carmichael church.
“I remember coming to my dad and saying, ‘I think I was baptized for the wrong
reasons. I think I was just swept up in
See LESTER HOLT, Page 13

Declining membership in Churches of
Christ in the U.S. ranked as The Christian
Chronicle’s top news story of 2009.
A panel of ministers, church leaders and
Chronicle editors picked the top 10 stories:
1. The number of men, women and
children in the pews dipped to the lowest level since a comprehensive effort to
count members began in 1980. February.
2. Excluded from 21st Century
Christian’s 2009 edition of Churches
of Christ in the United States were the
Richland Hills church in Texas and 20
other congregations that use instruments. February.
3. The realization that most people
who profess Christianity live in the
“Global South” — the non-western world
— represents a shift in thinking for
religious scholars, church leaders and
missions-minded members. July.
4. From Texas’ volatile oil patches to
Detroit’s cash-strapped suburbs, churches
prayerfully considered the economy as
they finalized 2009 budgets. January.
5. Cascade College closed amid a
mix of tears and laughter, after trustees
announced that financial problems and
other concerns meant the end of the
Christian college in Portland, Ore. June.
6. “E-vangelism” via the Internet
gained steam among churches, as those
seeking religious studies and communication increasingly turn online. November.
7. Dr. Robert Whitaker, a medical missionary in Nigeria, suffered a gunshot
wound in a kidnapping. September.
8. At the East Capitol Street church
in Washington, D.C., and many of the
nation’s 1,200 black congregations,
Barack Obama’s inauguration as the
nation’s first African-American president
brought excitement. February.
9. Amid concerns about border
security, a number of American church
groups canceled annual spring break mission trips to Mexico. April.
10. Fifteen years after the end of
apartheid, signs of racial harmony can be
seen in churches in South Africa, which
former President Nelson Mandela touted
as a “Rainbow Nation.” November.
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tangible and life-changing,” said
Detweiler, who has developed a Bible
study guide based on “The Blind Side.”
In Leigh Anne Tuohy, Bullock’s character, “you finally have a person who
looks, acts and sounds like our greatest
Christian role models — people making
a small difference in their community
every single day,” he added.
In 2008, “Fireproof,” a low-budget film
made by an almost all-volunteer crew and
cast from Sherwood Baptist Church in
Albany, Ga., opened as the No. 4 movie
in the nation. That PG-rated film starred
Kirk Cameron as a firefighter who rescued children from burning buildings but
couldn’t save his own marriage. That is,
until he turned to Jesus.
“‘Fireproof’ proved there’s a strong
niche audience” for such films, Detweiler
said. “‘The Blind Side’ proves that audience is much larger than Hollywood
might have imagined.”
I saw “The Blind Side” with Keith and
Margaret Brumley, who are white, and
Tim and Regina Anderson, who are
black. Over pizza and soft drinks at the
Andersons’ house afterward, we enjoyed
a 45-minute discussion about the film
and the faith aspects.
Overall, we gave it five thumbs up.
However, Regina voiced concern about
the lack of positive black role models,
as the film portrays many of the AfricanAmericans as poor, drug-addicted and
involved with gangs. “That was the thing
that really stood out to me, but I thought
it was really good,” she said of the movie.
“Fireproof” was smack-you-in-the-face
religious. The Christian references in “The
Blind Side” come across a bit more subtly.
Early in the movie, the football coach
at a Christian high school argues that the
school should accept Michael Oher in
spite of his poor grade-point average. Not
because of his size and athletic ability,
the coach says, but “because it’s the right
thing to do.”
Now, it seems pretty obvious that football really is the coach’s motivation. Yet,

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Keith Brumley, minister of the Northtown
church in Milwaukee, with his wife, Margaret.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Tim and Regina Anderson, members of the
Northtown church, at home in Milwaukee.

admitting “Big Mike” is the right thing,
and the school does the right thing.
Nonetheless, the expressions of faith
unfold as a natural part of the story
— not in any contrived way.
“This family ... wanted to reach out, lend
a hand, and had no idea that they would
get a son in return,” Bullock said, according to Scripps Howard News Service. The
actress said that, while making the movie,
she gained a little “faith in those who say
they represent a faith. … I’ve finally met
people that walk the walk.”
Given the success of “The Blind Side,”
don’t be surprised if more such people get
a chance to walk across the big screen.
REACH BOBBY ROSS JR. at bobby.ross@
christianchronicle.org.
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CONNECTICUT

spotlight

BRIDGEPORT — The Trumbull church has
planted a new congregation in nearby
Bridgeport. The 50-person congregation
worships at a downtown Holiday Inn.
“As we commit ourselves to the furtherance of God’s kingdom within the city, we
solicit your prayers and spiritual acknowledgment concerning this great work in
New England,” member Nadine Keller
said.

A fresh face for Magalie

FLORIDA

WINTER GARDEN — More than a dozen ministers from central Florida congregations
gathered at the West Orange church
recently to share fellowship and exchange
gifts. For about 10 years, the ministers have
met to share ideas and prayer.
“We don’t want anyone in ministry to
feel left alone in their individual ministry
situations,” said Stephen Puckett, senior
minister of the Melbourne church. “I
believe every single person in ministry
of any kind needs some sort of personal
support system.”

GEORGIA

MONROE — The 2-year-old daughter of
Brian Gray, youth minister at the Monroe
church, was killed in a traffic accident on
Thanksgiving weekend. Authorities said
Helen Gray, who would have turned 3 on
Dec. 23, was strapped in a car seat.
Her mother, Kristy Gray, suffered serious
spinal injuries. Brian Gray was treated
for minor injuries. Both he and his wife
are graduates of Faulkner University in
Montgomery, Ala. More than 5,000 people
joined the “Prayers for the Brian Gray
Family” group on Facebook.com.

ILLINOIS

PHOTOS BY CRAIG RUBADOUX, FLORIDA TODAY

Cooking class helps Florida children escape gang life
“Master chef” Lee Deyo with the Central church in
Cocoa, Fla., encourages Dontayzyah Reddick, 4, and
Diashona Amos, 6, during an after-school cooking
program at the Crestview Villas apartment complex.
At right, program participants Trevon Smiley and
Samuel Wallace give each other high-fives.
In recent years, Deyo had spent summers doing mission
work outside Florida, but a trip last year to a poor community in Cincinnati inspired her to focus on problems in her
own backyard, she told Florida Today. Police say efforts
such as hers give children positive role models in a
neighborhood known for high crime and gang activity.

METROPOLIS — In southern Illinois, God
blessed the 120-member Metropolis
church with 16 baptisms in the past 10
months, minister Michael Shank said.
“These are adults who, after an in-home
Bible study, have expressed their desire
to become New Testament Christians,”
Shank said.

and four from Market Avenue.
“Have there been struggles? Yes. Joys?
Many,” Ash said. “But through it all we
have reminded ourselves and each other
that we are a family and that families love
each other and can work as God’s people
in everything.”

He’s considering Abilene Christian
University and Sunset International Bible
Institute, both in Texas.
After his studies, he told the newspaper
he wants to move back to the Northeast,
where he said there is a huge need to teach
the practices of the Church of Christ.

OHIO

PENNSYLVANIA

TEXAS

CANTON — The two largest Churches of
Christ in Canton — the 325-member
38th Street church and the 165-member
Market Avenue church — have merged.
“After much discussion and prayer, it
was decided that the Lord’s work could
best be carried out by the uniting of
these two fine congregations,” said Earl
Ash, evangelism minister of the new
Northwest Church of Christ.
The merged congregation’s nine elders
include five from the 38th Street church

5

SOMERSET — At 17, high school senior
John Kern has figured
out something that takes
some men years to
realize — he wants to be
a preacher.
“I want to make my life
learning about the Bible.
I’ve always been interested in what it said,”
Kern
Kern, a member of the
Somerset church, told the Daily American.

HOUSTON — Three Houston Texans
players — Andre Johnson, Dunta
Robinson and DeMeco Ryans — partnered with H-E-B stores to donate 1,000
Thanksgiving dinners at the Fifth Ward
Church of Christ.
“It’s even more special to be able to come
back to this church, this community I come
to church at,” said Ryans, a Fifth Ward
member who frequently attends Sunday
evening services when the NFL team has
an early game. “To do it here and see faces

ROCHESTER, Minn. — Little Magalie Toussaint
— whose mother, MarieRose, is a member
of the Opeche, Haiti, church — desperately needed medical attention.
Church members in Haiti and the
U.S. made it happen, said David May, a
member of the Eagan, Minn., church.
A few weeks
before Christmas,
the girl — who will
turn 3 in February
— traveled to
the Mayo Clinic
to have a large
growth removed
from her face.
Five surgeons
performed a 12hour surgery Dec.
11 — at no charge.
The Santo
PHOTO PROVIDED BY DAVID MAY
church in PortMagalie Toussaint
au-Prince, Haiti,
recovers after surgery.
was instrumental
in making Magalie’s need known and
securing her medical visa. The Haskell,
Texas, church paid for airfare and translation expenses for her trip. Eagan
church members arranged for the free
medical work at the Mayo Clinic. The
Rochester, Minn., church cared for
Eagan members who stayed with Magalie
through that congregation’s House of
Compassion ministry.
“It is truly a network of God’s people
that could only have been orchestrated
by God himself,” May said.
that I know, familiar faces, and see the
smiles that we’re putting on the faces, it’s a
real special feeling.”

WASHINGTON

LAKEVIEW — Glenn Newton, minister
of the Lakeview church, often said
hello to the police officers he encountered at the Forza Coffee Co. shop in
nearby Parkland. That made the Nov. 29
shooting deaths of four officers at the
coffee shop all the more difficult.
“Every Sunday I’d stop in there to get
my coffee,” Newton told KOMO News.
“The only reason I didn’t stop (the day of
the shooting) is because we had a guest
speaker I had to go pick up at his hotel,
and I was running a little late.”
In the weeks after the shooting, the
Lakeview church shed tears and prayed
for the families left behind.
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BELARUS

sp o tlight

MINSK — Church members in
Judsonia, Ark., loaded 20,000
pounds of humanitarian aid onto
a container bound for this former
Soviet nation. The supplies will
be shared with hospitals, clinics,
disabled groups and orphanages
in Belarus, said John Kachelman,
minister for the Judsonia church.
“This shipment is a part of the
United States Department of
State humanitarian aid efforts
targeting urgent needs in Eastern
Europe,” Kachelman said. A
Belarus public charity, “Parusa
Detstva” (“Sails of Childhood”)
partnered in the effort.

Is the Bible true?

CZECH REPUBLIC

OLOMOUC — Sarah Beall and Sarah
Keen, members of a mission team
in this Central European city, host
group activities for mothers who
want to expose their children to
English. The missionaries teach
the children English nursery
rhymes, songs and fairy tales.
The mothers with toddlers
group is “a great success and
a wonderful way to serve the
community while at the same
time building relationships,” team
member Mitch Anderson said.
“If you’re thinking about
missions in Europe, it has to be
outside of the box,” he added.
“We greatly need to find new
inroads to these post-Christian
cultures.”

Luaao Soli

Church members make muddy trek to deliver relief supplies in Samoa

A group of Samoans carries relief supplies to the village of Saaleaumua in the South Pacific nation of Samoa. Many people in
the village lost their homes in a late-September tsunami and continue to live in tents, said Luaao Soli, who grew up in the
village. Soli now lives in the neighboring U.S. territory of American Samoa, where he serves as minister and elder of the Nu’uuli
church. He and his son, Abraham, and Lynn Ashley, an elder of the Tafuna church in American Samoa, delivered fluorescent
lights, pillows, mosquito nets, boxes of nails and New Testaments to the villagers. “So we want to thank all the brethren from
the United States and from other places that sent help through the Nu’uuli and Tafuna Churches of Christ,” Soli said.

White, who oversee Operation
French World. The Whites plan
to return to La Rochelle with
members of the Castle Rock,
Colo., church later this year to
canvass the city with invitations
to Bible studies. For more information, contact the Whites at
ofwmissions@gmail.com.

GHANA
PHOTO PROVIDED BY BREN WHITE

Missionaries hope to plant a church
in the port city of La Rochelle, France.

FRANCE

LA ROCHELLE — This port city on
the Atlantic Ocean once was
home to the Knights Templar
and later the Huguenots.
Hubert and Raymonde Noblet
hope it soon will be home to a
Church of Christ.
The retired couple from
Reims, France, surveyed the city
recently with Bren and Cheryl

KUMASI — Fifteen American
church members taught Bible
classes on streets, at bus stops,
in markets and on the beach
during a two-week campaign in
the Central, Eastern and Ashanti
regions of this West African
nation.
Nearly 500 baptisms resulted,
said Joel Coppinger of World
Bible School of Tulare County
in Visalia, Calif. The ministry
worked with the Mesa, Ariz.,
church in the campaign.
“In a small fishing village
shaded by the coconut palms
we taught several hundred
and baptized 187 in one day,”

Coppinger said. “It was a beautiful sight to see two or three
being baptized at a time in the
Atlantic Ocean.”

GUATEMALA

SANTA CRUZ DEL QUICHé — About
2,400 young people from
Churches of Christ across
Guatemala attended a National
Youth Conference in Santa Cruz
del Quiché recently.
The lectures and classes
focused on the themes of friendship, love and marriage. Speakers
included Leonardo Rojas from
Barquisimeto, Venezuela;
Luis Fernando Rosas from
Fort Worth, Texas; and Juan
Monroy from Madrid, Spain.
Monroy attended the conference
representing Herald of Truth
Ministries in Abilene, Texas.

SWITZERLAND

THUN — As unemployment rises
in this European nation, the
Thun church is looking for
ways to cut costs, missionary

Ivan Voser said. The church
was paying a full day’s rent
for its Sunday meeting place,
despite using the facility for
two hours. The church recently
began hosting Sunday worship
in a room at a restaurant that is
closed on Sundays.
“It will be another transitional
place where we will probably
stay for a few months,” Voser
said. “The church is glad about
the new meeting place, which
fits better our budget.”

UGANDA

KAMPALA — The Kampala church
has launched a “Lean on Me
Ministry,” a support group to
allow Ugandans to share their
struggles and hold each other
accountable, said minister Isaac
Sanyu.
“Together as a group, the
participants (have) the ability
to be encouraged and to rest
knowing that no one individual
is all alone in whatever they are
going through,” Sanyu said.

GENEVA, Switzerland — Does
modern archaeology disprove
the Bible?
Lydia Evdoxiadi says no, and
she cautions Christians and nonbelievers alike to consider critically books that question the
Bible’s authenticity.
Evdoxiadi, a church member
who grew up in Athens, Greece,
holds a doctorate in archaeology
from one of the world’s most
respected schools in the field,
University College London. She
does field work across the Middle
East for universities, museums,
cultural foundations, tourism
organizations and other groups.
Evdoxiadi, who
lives in Geneva,
is troubled by
conversations
she’s had with
Christians who
say their friends
have stopped
attending church Evdoxiadi
or synagogue
after reading books that deny the
accuracy of the Old Testament.
Particularly contentious is
the 2001 book, “The Bible
Unearthed: Archaeology’s Vision
of Ancient Israel and the Origin
of Its Sacred Texts.” Authors
Neil Asher Silberman and Israel
Finkelstein argue that there
is no archaeological evidence
for Abraham, Moses or any of
the Jewish patriarchs and that
Jerusalem was nothing more than
a “modest highland village” at the
time of David and Solomon.
Such books tend to “present
research results with a sledgehammer,” Evdoxiadi said. “Every
book represents a point of view
on a range of possibilities. The
more reluctant the author is to
discuss other views, the more
reluctant you should be to
believe the validity of the work.”
Evdoxiadi encourages
Christians to discuss questions that arise from such books
with church leaders and invite
experts to speak to their religious communities.
The church member can be
reached at levdoxiadi@gmail.com.

8

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

AROUND THE WORLD

JANUARY 2010

‘Madam, you have made my children pastors’

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FRANCISCA IKE

Francisca Ike plays with some of the children she cares for in a day-care program at a Christian
school near Orlu, Nigeria. Ike, a church member from Cameroon, established the school in 2007
with five students. Now, more than 200 are enrolled in the school’s elementary grades.
In addition to their academic studies, students at the school learn Bible lessons — and share
them with their parents. “Some (of the parents) tell me, ‘Madam, you have made my children
pastors,’” Ike said. “They listen now when we preach.”
Some parents have enrolled in the World Bible School correspondence course, she added. Ike
seeks funding to expand the school’s facilities and hire additional teachers.

For Malawi’s vice president, ministry’s
‘V-tractor’ is an answer to prayers
Senga Bay, Malawi — Joyce Banda, vice
president of this southern African nation,
considered a recent visit with representatives of a church-supported ministry to
be “one of the best days of my life.”
Banda got a firsthand look at a Village
Tractor, or “V-tractor,” a compact farming
tool that can irrigate, fertilize, weed and
cultivate land. Tom Rich, owner of a
manufacturing company in Lebanon, Ind.,
invented the V-tractor and has donated
a few to the people of Malawi through
the Malawi Project, an Indiana-based
nonprofit supported by church members.
A board member referred to Rich’s
invention as “the Swiss army knife of
tractors,” said Dick Stephens, one of the
Malawi Project’s founders.
Banda, Malawi’s first female vice president, has received awards for her work
in developing sustainable methods to
combat hunger in her nation. As Rich
demonstrated the V-tractor, “I said to
myself, ‘Well, my prayers have been
answered,’” Banda said.
The vice president has acquired land
to produce crops for orphans and poor

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DICK STEPHENS

Malawi Vice President Joyce Banda tries out a
Village Tractor, or V-tractor.
women farmers. Most work the land by
hand, suffering “pain and other ... bodydevastating effects,” Banda said. She has
requested additional V-tractors from the
Malawi Project.
“If we are helped with 10 V-tractors,
this means that we will reach out to
30,000 households, translating into
300,000 people,” she said.
Stephens seeks funds for four V-tractors to be delivered to Malawi by spring.
To contribute, contact www.malawiproject.org.
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PANAMA: ‘It’s the people that bring you back,’ mission director says
and kidnapping by Colombian
rebels. Mission teams get police
escorts into Darien’s most dangerous regions. They also work
among communities near Torti,
a town just west of Darien.
Andreas Dominguez, an
entrepreneur in Torti, said he’s
A ‘FORGOTTEN PROVINCE’
glad when mission teams come
This is Brady’s eighth visit of
to town — not just because they
the year to Panama, and he hasn’t eat regularly at his restaurant.
done much preaching on any of
“I like to see what you do,”
them. Instead, he’s helped push
Dominguez said.
supplies across customs for mediThe people of Darien suffer
cal mission teams and helped
from poverty and a lack of
install a generator that will power social services, and the church
a small medical
members’ work
facility next to the
makes a differChurch of Christ
ence in what
in Sanson.
Dominguez calls
Brady, an elder
Panama’s “forgotat the Davenport,
ten province.”
Ala., Church of
Mike Ray, a
Christ, first vismember of the
ited this crooked
Childersburg
arm of land,
church, makes
which connects
regular trips with
the continents of
Panama Missions
North and South
and says he finds
America, while
the time spent
working for the
here a blessing.
U.S. Air Force.
“I get more
As crew chief for
out of this than
a C-130 transport
anything I’ve
aircraft, he trav- Yarilis de Gracias, 5, shows off
done,” he said.
eled to about 40 the contents of her gift box in
“The people are
countries, but in Meteti, Panama.
so receptive. I
Panama he found
don’t remember
“some of the sweetest people
a single time I’ve been turned
I’ve ever met.”
down for a Bible study.”
Using vacation days, he
Such experiences lead other
returned to Panama twice each
Christians to visit — and revisit
year until he retired in 2003.
— the country, Brady added.
Now 61, he has seen Panama
“It’s not because you enjoy
Missions grow in scope from
hot weather or cold showers,”
evangelism to include medical
he said. “It’s the people that
missions, construction teams,
bring you back.”
relief distribution and a scholarship program for Panamanian
HOSPITAL ROUNDS
youths. Churches in states
After enduring high humidincluding Alabama, Mississippi
ity and pesky insects in rural
and Colorado contribute
Panama, Brady battles Panama
funds and workers to Panama
City’s bumper-to-bumper mornMissions, which is overseen by
ing traffic to reach the Hospital
the Childersburg, Ala., church.
del Nino (Children’s Hospital).
Much of the ministry’s work
Donning a red suit with white
is concentrated in Darien, an
trim, he and his helpers — who
eastern province of Panama that
don’t much resemble North
borders Colombia. U.S. visitors,
Pole elves — walk the hallways
and even some Panamanians,
with big smiles.
avoid the region because of its
“Santa! Santa!” a little girl yells
reputation for drug smuggling
as she bounces on her hospital
FROM PAGE 1

“We may not be preaching,
but this is an evangelistic trip,”
Brady tells the church members at a morning devotional in
Sanson, a small town near Meteti
in Panama’s Darien province.

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Minister Alvareno Ponce distributes gifts at the Ipeti Kuna, Panama, church as Larry Brady watches.
bed. Other children aren’t
so sure about the tall, whitebearded gringo. But most warm
up to him — especially after he
hands them shoeboxes brimming over with goodies.
“Those boxes are just great,”
says J. Thomas Ford as he
watches a child spread out his
new treasures
on his blanket —
crayons, coloring
books, toy cars
and flip-flops.
Ford, a native
Panamanian,
serves on the
hospital’s board Ford
of directors. A
devout Episcopalian, he oversees
The Gift of Life Foundation,
which helps underprivileged children receive medical services.
Ford helps Brady coordinate
gift-giving visits to medical facilities in Panama City, including
a rehabilitation center, cancer
center and pediatric hospitals.
When Brady meets children in

need of medical care, Ford helps
them find treatment in Panama
City. Likewise, Ford contacts
Brady when he encounters a
patient in need of services that
Panama Missions teams provide,
including cataract surgery.
“He knows Panama better
than I know Panama,” Ford
said of Brady. “I have seen what
he’s done in the lives of the
Panamanian children. I’ve seen
him on the bedside of a mother
whose (child) was dying. And he
was praying with them.”
One of Ford’s cousins was
visiting the Hospital del Nino
and accompanied the group as
it made the rounds. He watched
as church members hugged the
children, laughed with them and
shed tears with their parents.
The next morning, while strolling through a park, he asked
Ford, “What inspires those
people to do all this?”
In response, Ford simply lifted
his gaze skyward. His cousin got
the message, he said.

Larry Brady, dressed as Santa, talks
to a boy at a physical rehabilitation
center in Panama City.
For more information on Panama
Missions, see www.panamamissions.com.
Find more photos and video from Operation
Christmas Joy at www.christianchronicle.org.
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All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH. Seeking a full-time faculty member teaching liberal
arts writing and literature courses. A Ph.D. is preferred, but M.A. applicants are welcome.
Submit letter of application and curriculum vita to Dr. John Williams, chair, at
jewilliams@harding.edu.
BRIAN NICKLAUS

Lester Holt visits with The Christian Chronicle during an interview at the “Today” studios.

LESTER HOLT: Anchor sees his work as a blessing
FROM PAGE 3
believe in God and follow their faith. So I
everyone doing it,’” the anchor said.
don’t find it hard.
“Maybe I didn’t need to be baptized
“In fact, I find in many ways that this
again. But I just felt like I did.”
job is a blessing, in that as a journalist,
Later, as an adult, the inquisitive journal- I really get to see life in all its permutaist stepped back and re-examined his faith. tions. ... I see death. I see people going
“I did a lot of reading and a lot of my
through the depth of tragedy, and I see
own study,” he said. “I wanted to make
people going through the highest of
sure my faith was my own and not
things. It just reminds you of how short
something I simply inherited. It’s not a
life is ... and I think it’s the kind of thing
matter of really questioning your faith,
that in many ways is faith-affirming.”
but questioning what you
The difficulty in terms of
believe and why you believe.”
faith is not his profession
‘I wanted to
Les Sr. said: “Lester’s faith
but the time it requires, said
is his faith — not a faith
make sure my Holt, a father of two adult
inherited by osmosis. This is
sons who married his wife,
faith was my
proven by the fact that
Carol, in 1982.
although he left home at an
But that stress is no different
own and not
early age, he has continued
than if he were a doctor or a
something I
to be a faithful Christian.”
stockbroker, he said.
Asked how he tries to make simply inherited.’
“One of the hard things for
his faith a priority in his life,
people to wrap their arms
the younger Holt replied:
around — because they flip
Lester Holt
“Little things. It’s hard for me Weekend anchor, “Today” show around the channels and
to articulate them. You know,
hear all the opinionated liband “NBC Nightly News”
read the Bible and pray and
eral hosts and conservative
all the things we like to do.
hosts — is what I do working
I think all of us in life always come up
for the mainstream network,” Holt said.
short. I’m certainly no different. I just
“I don’t bring an opinion to the table.
try to keep my compass pointed in the
In fact, I jealously guard my personal
direction I feel it needs to be pointed at.” opinion.
Often, Holt is asked whether it’s hard
“My job is to take people to the news of
to be a person of faith in his profession.
the day, and sometimes, there are going to
Whenever that question is posed, he
be stories that are going to offend them,
said, the implication seems to be that
stories in which they’re going to hear a
“this business is not for people of faith.”
side that doesn’t particularly gel with their
“I think there’s a connotation that we’re political and moral beliefs. But as journalthe liberal, atheist media,” Holt said. “And ists, we’ve got to report on this.
I know a lot of people in this business
“I always feel like when I’m being hit
who are people of faith — maybe not this
from both sides, then I must be doing
specific faith that I share, but people who
something right.”

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES. Seeking a full-time faculty
member to teach pharmacology. Qualified candidates will possess a Ph.D. or equivalent
in pharmacology or an allied field. Primary responsibilities include coordinating and
teaching pharmacology portions of a doctor of pharmacy curriculum. Establishment of
an active research program will be supported. Preference will be given to individuals
with postdoctoral experience or at least two years of academic experience.
For application information, contact Kenneth Yates, DVM, chair, at
byates1@harding.edu.
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY PRACTICE. Seeking full-time faculty members
to be responsible for creating and delivering instruction in the pathophysiology,
pharmacotherapy and patient-centered care didactic curriculum; developing and maintaining an innovative clinical practice; conducting scholarly activity; and engaging in
service to the College, University and community. A professional pharmacy degree,
postdoctoral training, and eligibility for licensure to practice pharmacy in Arkansas are
required. Faculty members will be responsible for creating and delivering instruction in
the pathophysiology, pharmacotherapy and patient-centered care didactic curriculum;
developing and maintaining an innovative clinical practice; conducting scholarly
activity; and engaging in service to the College, University and community. Applicants
from all clinical backgrounds will be considered. Candidates with expertise in adult
internal medicine, community practice, ambulatory care, cardiology, hematology/
oncology, infectious disease or psychiatric practice are encouraged to apply. At least two
years of academic experience is preferred.
For application information, contact Julie Cold Kissack, Pharm.D., BCPP, chair, at
jkissack@harding.edu.
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM. Seeking full-time, 12-month faculty positions;
rank will be commensurate with applicant experience. Positions are available immediately.
Each new faculty member will be responsible for participating in the teaching of the program’s core curriculum, advising and mentoring students, assisting with the hands-on
practical training of students in various clinical skills needed in clinical practice, maintaining clinical competency through practice at the program’s affiliated clinic site, conducting scholarly activity in the faculty’s area of expertise, and engaging in service to the
College of Sciences, University and community. Qualified applicants should possess a
minimum of a master’s degree in physician assistant studies or similar field. Three years of
clinical experience and one year of teaching experience preferred. PA applicants should be
NCCPA certified and eligible for licensure as a physician assistant in the state of
Arkansas. Applicants with other clinical training should have corresponding professional
certification and be eligible for professional licensure in the state of Arkansas. Candidates
must be able to demonstrate a commitment to Christian education.
For application information, contact Michael Murphy, M.D., professor and director, Physician Assistant Program, at mmurphy1@harding.edu
Harding University is a private, liberal arts institution with more than 6,600 students
from all across the United States and more than 50 foreign nations. Harding has eight
academic colleges: Arts and Humanities, Bible and Religion, Business Administration,
Communication, Education, Nursing, Pharmacy, and Sciences.

All positions are contingent upon funding.
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Three languages, one church
AT THE NORTHWEST CONGREGATION, members worship in English,
Spanish and Korean as the church serves a diverse population.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I

CHICAGO

PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

Rawn Reinhard and his son, Charlie, arrive for Sunday morning worship at
the Northwest church in Chicago. Wearing the red scarf is Aida Jiminez.

t’s the Bible class hour on
Sunday morning.
A half-mile off busy
Interstate 94, in a workingclass neighborhood lined
with bungalows, a woman walks
her dog. A teenager rides his
skateboard.
Inside the Northwest Church of
Christ, a two-story brick building
with red carpeting and wooden
pews, deacon Rene Torres Jr.
teaches Spanish-speaking adults
in the auditorium.
Downstairs, elder Alan Bain
unrolls a colorful map of Old
Testament times as he makes
a point to the English-speaking
adults — white and black
— seated in a circle. In a nearby
classroom, a handful of Korean
speakers, led by minister Paul
Chae, sit at a table with their
Bibles open and coffee and
doughnuts in their hands.
Upstairs, 7-year-old Joon-Seo
Choi and two girls with bows in
their hair draw pictures and play
with Bible character cutouts in
the elementary-age class.

“It’s all Koreans today,” says
teacher Michelle Bain, Alan’s
wife.
The nursery and preschool
class taught by Tricia Stroud
and Laura Odum,
wife of minister
Patrick Odum,
reflects more of a
Spanish flavor.
“Can you say
hi?” Laura Odum
asks two boys as
a visitor enters.
Torres
“Hola!” the boys
exclaim.
•
For decades,
transplanted white
Southerners
— many of whom
came to the
Windy City to find
work during the M. Bain
World War II era
— provided the backbone of the
Northwest church.
With early ministers such as
W.B. West Jr. and J.D. Thomas,
both key Restoration Movement
figures, the congregation grew
and thrived.
After leaving Chicago,

Northwest Church of Christ, Chicago
Location: Mayfair neighborhood on North Side of Chicago.
WEB SITE: www.northwestchurchofchristchicago.com
PEOPLE: About 150 members worship in English, Spanish and Korean.
MINISTRY STAFF: Patrick Odum, Carlos Estrada and Paul Chae.
LEADERSHIP: Elders Alan Bain and Darrell Hutchens. Deacons Dan Allen,
Rene Torres Jr. and Greg Watson.
MINISTRIES: Weekly food pantry distribution. Sunday worship at two
nursing homes. Inspiration Cafe food preparation for the homeless. Annual
hunger walk. Shults-Lewis Child and Family Services. Sunday Knights
activities for children.
HISTORY: The congregation was established in 1937 and bought its

current building in 1941. Once primarily a church with Southern transplants,
it has become much more diverse in recent years, with members of many
ethnic and geographic backgrounds.
QUOTES: “Especially not having any family here, they have taken me in as
my family,” said Tricia Stroud, an 11-year member who moved to Chicago
from Phoenix.“My good friends are here. ... I’ve gone through some really
difficult times, and they’ve been here for me. I wouldn’t be where I am
today if it wasn’t for them. I love this church very much.”
“I feel like this church really sticks with the principles of the Bible while
being tolerant of other people, and I think that’s really important,” said
Briana Watson, 16, daughter of deacon Greg Watson.

West started the graduate
Bible program at Pepperdine
University in Malibu, Calif.,
and later launched Harding
University Graduate School of
Religion in Memphis, Tenn.
Thomas spent 33 years on the
Bible faculty at Abilene Christian
University in Texas, including a
decade as department chairman.
Both served at the Northwest
church while pursuing doctorates
at the University of Chicago.
In its heyday, the church drew
regular Sunday crowds of more
than 300 and helped establish
other congregations in the city
and suburbs.
“I guess we kind of reached
our peak in numbers in the
early ’70s,” said Alan Bain, one
of two current elders serving
a congregation half that size.
“Then we were kind of victimized as the traditional base of the
membership began to move to
the suburbs. And the inner city
became a little bit frightening to
some people.”
Bain, 60, grew up at Northwest.
His parents, Sidney and Roma
Bain, made their way to Chicago
CONTINUED
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‘At the unity service, everybody is singing in whatever language. I just think that is awesome.’
— Aasta Watson, wife of deacon Greg Watson, on the joint worship assemblies conducted in English, Spanish and Korean.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHICAGO OFFICE OF TOURISM

Chicago, the third-largest city in the United States with 2.8 million residents, is situated along the southwestern shores
of Lake Michigan. Known as the Windy City, Chicago comprises a metropolitan area of 9.5 million people.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Deacon Rene Torres Jr., immigrated to the United States from El Salvador. He is
shown with his wife, Julia; his son, Mario, 11; and daughter, Natalie, 9.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ZUNO PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDIO

Members of the Northwest church gather for a group photo outside the
building in a residential neigborhood filled with Chicago-style bungalows.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Colette Blakely prays during an
assembly for English speakers.

Church leaders embraced challenge of reaching out to community
CONTINUED

during the Great Depression.
From different corners of
Arkansas, they met as founding
members at the church in 1937
and married in 1941, the same
year Northwest bought its current
building.
Elder Darrell Hutchens first visited in 1948. He met his future wife,
Margaret, at the church in 1949, not
long before the Army drafted him
into service in the Korean War.
“I’ve got a soft spot in my heart
for this church,” said Hutchens, 77,
standing beside a bulletin board
urging members to “Be Involved”
and “Be Christlike” by helping with
ministries such as nursing home
worship and Sunday Knights activities for children.
But the longtime elder added:
“It’s a struggle right now. We get
people in all the time, but at the
same time, we lose people.”
•
As members fled to the suburbs,
returned to the South or died, the

Northwest church easily could
have become a historical footnote.
Instead, church leaders embraced
the challenge.
The church is in a heavily
Catholic area that has seen the
construction of an Islamic center
and a Buddhist temple in recent
years. A Romanian Pentecostal
Church is just down the street.
Just after noon on a Sunday, a
woman wearing a Muslim headscarf joins the line of residents
who show up for the church’s
weekly food distribution.
Each Thursday, Patrick Odum
drives a minivan to the Greater
Chicago Food Depository and picks
up about 1,500 pounds of beans, dry
milk and other food. The church is
the depository’s designated pantry
for ZIP code 60630.
“I’m actually Baptist, but you
know, God don’t see no colors,”
says Steven Stone, an unemployed
mechanic waiting for food.
Church member Richard
Cooper, a native of war-torn

Liberia, said he felt Northwest’s
love when he came to Chicago in
2005 after several years in refugee
camps in Sierra Leone and Guinea.
After getting to know Cooper,
Northwest members worked with
Healing Hands International in

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Teresa Chae, with her son, Alex, reads
a Korean Bible. She is the wife of
minister Paul Chae.

Nashville, Tenn., and sent thousands of dollars worth of food and
medicine to help his refugee friends.
When his wife became pregnant with their fourth child, the
congregation hosted a baby shower
— something the family had never
experienced, he said.
“These people, they do everything,” he said. “There was a lot of
food. There was a lot of clothing.
… So, Northwest Church of Christ
is just like my home now and even
my family.”
•
When Odum was hired in 1994,
the church already had started
a ministry to the rising Hispanic
population — and expressed
a desire to serve an area a
few blocks away known as the
“Koreatown” of Chicago.
“It was a church with a lot of
history that had, like a lot of
churches, gotten older. And the
community had changed a bit,”
said Odum, a 1991 Bible graduate
of Harding University in Searcy,

Ark. “But they were trying to
change with the community.”
As the congregation wrestled
with the best approach to Korean
outreach, the doorbell rang one
day at the preacher’s house.
Odum opened the door and saw
Moon Kim standing there.
“He said, ‘I want to start a
Korean congregation in Chicago,’”
Odum said. “So, it literally fell on
our doorstep.”
Kim, who had come to the
United States to study at ACU,
served at the Northwest church
for four years.
Chae, a one-time Buddhist who
converted to Christianity and
graduated from Korea Christian
University in Seoul, succeeded
Kim as the Korean minister 10
years ago.
“Even though I have been at
many other jobs, I am happier as
Korean minister of our church,”
said Chae, who once owned a tae
kwon do school. “Whenever one
of my members is baptized by me

after Bible study, it is not possible
to express my happiness.”
•
Every Sunday, about 150
members of the Northwest church
sing praises to God in English,
Spanish and Korean.
The English-speaking assembly,
which draws 80 to 90 men, women
and children, meets in the auditorium at 9:30 a.m. About 10 to 15
Koreans gather downstairs at the
same time.
Sunday school, including special
classes for teenagers and college
students in the basement of the
preacher’s house across the street,
follows at 11 a.m.
About 50 to 60 people — most
first- and second-generation immigrants — attend the Spanish-speaking worship assembly that starts
at noon in the auditorium. Carlos
Estrada, a graduate of Baxter
Institute of Biblical and Cultural
Studies in Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
serves as the Hispanic minister.
Until a few years ago, the

Spanish speakers met in the
basement.
“That just created the impression of second-class citizenship,”
Alan Bain said. “So, we tried to
work out a schedule where both
groups could use the auditorium.”
The new schedule — which
included an earlier
worship time for
English speakers
— upset some
longtime members
and prompted
them to leave. But
the elders stuck by
the decision.
A. Watson
“That was
something very, how can I put
it, something very kind that (the
elders) did for us,” said Torres, 38,
an immigrant from El Salvador who
hopes to serve as an elder someday. “We really didn’t like having
communion downstairs, and somebody would open a door and slam it
as they went to the bathroom.”
To help with church unity, the

congregation conducts a joint
worship assembly about three
or four times a year — with singing and preaching in all three
languages.
“That’s nice because sometimes
we see a lot of room over here,”
said member Pedro Diaz, an immigrant from Mexico, referring to
empty pews. “But when we all get
together, it’s all full.”
“At the unity service, everybody
is singing in whatever language.
I just think that is awesome,” said
Aasta Watson, whose husband,
Greg, serves as a deacon. “I think
that’s the way it’s supposed to be.”
“It probably sounds something
like Pentecost,” said deacon Dan
Allen, a longtime Chicago resident whose wife, Diana, serves as
church secretary.
From the beginning, the church
has “wanted to have the work in the
different languages as part of one
body rather than a separate group
using the facilities,” Bain said.
“We wanted to have one church.”

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Joon-Seo Choi, 7, plays with Bible character cutouts during the elementaryage class at the Northwest church. All the children meet together for Sunday
school, regardless of their language or ethnic background.

ABOUT THE CHURCHES THAT WORK SERIES
The Christian Chronicle launched Churches That Work in 2005.
The staff consulted the Faith Communities Today (FaCT) study, an examination of the character
and vitality of religious congregations in the United States.
Churches That Work should be: evangelistic, reaching the unchurched at
home or abroad; biblical, making Bible instruction central to their mission; united, possessing a spirit of internal vitality; and visible, known and
appreciated for service in their community.
Read previous installments of this series at www.christianchronicle.org:
• 2005: Highland church, Memphis, Tenn.; Metro church, Gresham, Ore.;
and Fairfax, Va., church.
• 2006: Southern Hills church, Dallas; and Northern Hills church, Spearfish, S.D.
• 2007: Cordova church, Rancho Cordova, Calif.; Orange Avenue church,
Eustis, Fla.; and Canyon church, Anthem, Ariz.
• 2008: Anchorage, Alaska, church; Lynn Street church, Parkersburg, W.Va.; and White’s Ferry
Road church, West Monroe, La.
• 2009: Dalton Gardens church, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, and Pitman church, Sewell, N.J.
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DR. ROBERT WHITTAKER, a medical missionary, on being abducted from his home in Nigeria.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

SEPTEMBER: Churches booming in the Global South.
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OCTOBER: Confession of faith in New York City.
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orry and concern characterized 2009 — worry
generated by declining
church membership in the
U.S., Christian school closings and a global financial crisis.
But the quotes of 2009 also reflect
hope for the future — hope born from
the belief that God is in control. Here
are The Christian Chronicle staff’s
favorite quotes of the year.
“So often, we’re just Sunday morning
Christians. This really is a concrete way to
make a difference and to reach the lost.”
CHRISTINA HEATER, a member of the Dalton Gardens church
in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, church, on hosting homeless families
overnight at the church building.

“Financially, we’re struggling. But
we’ve told people that very honestly.”
RUBEL SHELLY, president of Rochester College in Michigan, on
a U.S. Education Department analysis that deemed the college in
fragile financial condition.

³+YCUNQPIJCKTGFUOGNNGFNKMGEKICTGVVGUOQMGRTKFGHWNCTTQICPVEQPFGUEGPFKPIPQVCRNGCUCPV
RGTUQPVQDGCTQWPF6JG[LWUVNQXGFOGYCTVUCPFCNN´
WES WOODELL, on how the campus ministry group at the Bay Area church in Tampa, Fla., helped turn around his life.
“Relax, these people aren’t like other
people. They’re with God. They’re not
going to ask you to buy some crack or
anything.”
TERRY LaVALLIE, a recovering drug addict, trying to make her
husband, Rynell, feel comfortable about
their first Sunday with the Calgary, Alberta,
church, where they were later baptized.

“I hoped for this day,
but I never thought that I
would see it. This means
that God is on the throne.”
EMMA MOTEN, a member of the East
Moten
Capitol Street church in Washington, D.C.,
on Barack Obama’s inauguration as the nation’s first black president.

“This is how it’s going to be in heaven.”
JEAN VOLCY, a church elder and immigrant from Haiti, on the
Strathmore Boulevard church in Toronto, where Christians
representing 32 nationalities assemble each Sunday.

“It’s great to belong to a Church of
Christ, but frankly, if I were hunting for
a church after college … I would have
other requirements as well. I guess I just
don’t understand the significance of it
like the previous generations seem to.”

“Truly, it was history in the making
— an event that only the mightiest of
gods could orchestrate.”
GIGIE CARRANZA, describing the Asia Mission Forum in Beijing.

“I was taught at an early
age the way I was supposed to act and treat
others, and there was
never really any acceptance of anything less.”

JESSICA SCHILDT, 16, on teen Christians and
“brand loyalty” to Churches of Christ.

“There is not a drummer, guitarist or
pianist in the world that could have made
those songs any more meaningful to me.”
KEN BROWN, a member of the Echo Lake church in Westfield, N.J.,
on an a cappella worship assembly at Harlem’s historic Apollo Theater.

“People are going to heaven because of
Melissa. She has been quite evangelistic.”
ED WOODHOUSE, on his 18-year-old granddaughter, who
was born with Smith-Magenis syndrome and inspired
creation of a ministry for children with special needs at the
Brooks Avenue church in Raleigh, N.C.

McCoy

COLT McCOY, quarterback for the
University of Texas football team
and member of the Westover Hills
church in Austin, Texas.

“See, you died and now you’re up
walking again!”
BALONDON SOMÉ, a Christian in the African nation of
Burkina Faso, shouting to new converts as they
emerged from a pond after baptism.

³#HTKECKUJWPIGTKPICPFVJKTUVKPIYGGRKPICPFOQWTPKPI,GUWUUC[UVJG[CTGDNGUUGF5QVJG[TGEGKXGVJGOGUUCIGQH%JTKUVª
+PVJG9GUVYGCTGHCVCPFHWNNCPFYGJCXGGXGT[VJKPICRGQRNGEQWNFPGGF#PFVJGEJWTEJKUF[KPIKPQWTNCRU´
WENDELL BROOM, veteran missionary to Nigeria.
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QUOTES: Words from the stories of 2009
“I don’t know that I’ve ever experienced
as eerie and as unmistakable a sign of
God’s eminent activity as that.”
BRIAN SIMMONS, professor at Cascade College in Portland,
Ore., on the thunder and dark skies that accompanied
the college’s final graduation ceremony.

“God says ‘Go,’ and it’s almost as if
we’ve been unwilling to do that. So God
says, ‘OK, I’ll bring other nations to you
now.”
JEREMIE BELLER, minister for the Wilshire Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City, on his congregation’s
relationship with Sudanese refugee Andrew Konda.

“As students on campus see that we
care about social justice, they want to
see what makes us care. Then we hit
them with the Jesus stick.”
CONNIE NORWOOD, a member of the Campus View church in
Athens, Ga., about her congregation’s campus ministry.

“Why do we need a ‘destination’ in
mind when we go on a mission trip?
Who knows what opportunities we have
missed while driving to where we were
headed?”

TED PARKS

Dr. Robert Whittaker recovers in a Nashville,
Tenn., hospital after spending nearly 48
hours in captivity in Nigeria in August.
Whittaker plans to continue his medical
mission work in 2010.
“I knew God was in control and that if
something were to happen, I would be in
a better place.”
CAROLINE PRICE, a student at Lipscomb University,
on going on a spring break mission trip to a Mexican
orphanage, despite concerns about border violence.

“When we all get to
heaven, you know we’re
all going to speak one
language — Quechua.”

JOSH JONES, youth minister for the University
Church of Christ in Denver, who accompanied 13 youths
on a “mission trip to nowhere.”

“To say you’re going to take a mission
trip to Kenya is kind of an oxymoron
these days. You have to say, ‘I’m going to
go get revived in Kenya.’”
DYRON DAUGHRITY, assistant professor of religion
at Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif.

“Why does God see fit to save my
husband with only minor injuries —
although I am eternally grateful to him
for doing so — and allow three young
girls to die instead?”
JULIE MARCUM, missionary whose husband
was injured in a bus crash that claimed three
church youth group members’ lives in Bolivia.

“Why are thousands of people looking
online — and finding answers — and not
looking in the church building? We must
critically contemplate this question.”
LANCE TOLAR, technology consultant for
World Bible School, on the ministry’s unprecedented
number of online students in the U.S.

JUAN GUAMAN, minister for a
Quechua-speaking church in San Bartolo,
Ecuador.

“I would get up for
school, and there would
be two or three people asleep on the
couch, their wet clothes over a chair. At
some point Dad had baptized them in
the river near our house.”

Guaman

ALAN ROBERTSON, describing the ministry of his parents,
“Duck Commander” Phil and Kay Robertson.

“It is truly a cacophony of sound —
more like a joyful noise — but it always
brings a smile to everyone’s face.”
MATT BUSH, worship minister for the Culver Palms church
in Los Angeles, on singing “Bind us Together” simultaneously in
English, Spanish, Korean and Chinese.

“They don’t want me to quit, and they
get upset when I talk about it.”
I.V. WHITE, minister for the Abbeville, S.C., church for 50 years.

Need ministry training?
Want a Bible degree
from a great Christian
university?
Think it is too expensive?
Think you are too old?

THINK AGAIN.

The Bachelor of Ministry degree from
Harding University is perfect for the nontraditional student. Our students
average age is 36; they range from 24 to 60 and come from all walks of life.
Our degree is a 128-hour, fully accredited bachelor’s degree in Bible covering textual, ministry and missions. We transfer all applicable prior college
work, and we accept up to 40 hours of Bible from Christian colleges and
most brotherhood schools of preaching. This is an in-residence program.

We have 16 full-tuition scholarships to grant each new class.
Harding.edu/CAMT

“You can’t beat a happy ending. No one got hurt, everyone will be
back home safe and sound, and I got a chance to see some whales.”
DON WINNER, a private pilot who spent hours off the coast of Panama looking for a group
of missionaries lost at sea — only to learn that they were neither lost nor at sea.

Contact Gary Gregg, associate director
The Center for Advanced Ministry Training
College of Bible and Religion
Harding University
gwgregg@harding.edu
501-279-5290
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HERALD OF TRUTH

McCoy-Shipley legacy lives

ABILENE, Texas — High-definition television
spots with tag lines saying “from your
friends at Herald of Truth Ministries and
your local Churches of Christ” are available for free at heraldoftruth.net.
The 30- and 60-second spots can be downloaded and taken to a television station or
cable company, then aired as public service
announcements or as paid advertisements.
“For years, television commercials
have introduced new cars, fast food and
clothing to the American public. We want
to introduce them to Jesus,” said Bill
Brant, president of Herald of Truth. “We
want to be the greeting, the handshake,
as we take people who are searching for
Jesus and tell them about Jesus.”

AUSTIN, Texas — McCoy and Shipley.
Roommates and football teammates.
That was the case for
Brad McCoy and Bob
Shipley during their
time at Abilene Christian
University in Texas.
And it’s the case for their
sons — Texas Longhorns
quarterback Colt McCoy
and wide receiver Jordan
McCoy
Shipley, both named to
The Associated Press AllAmerica first team, among
many other honors, and
both about to play the biggest game of their lives.
The younger McCoy
and Shipley, both of whom
attend the Westover Hills
church in Austin, will lead Shipley
No. 2 ranked Texas into
the BCS National Championship Game
against top-ranked Alabama on Jan. 7.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
CHRISTIAN COLLEGE LIBRARIANS

OKLAHOMA CITY — Christian College
Librarians, an organization of librarians
at universities associated with Churches
of Christ, has endowed a scholarship in
honor of Geneva Hoover.
Hoover is the retired librarian of
Oklahoma Christian University.
“She exemplifies what all of us strive
to be as Christian librarians,” said Tamie
Willis, the organization’s president and
Oklahoma Christian librarian. “Geneva
has been the epitome of a Christian
librarian and was an integral member of
CCL throughout her professional life.”
Donations may be sent to: Christian
College Librarians Inc., Attn: Henry
Terrill, Treasurer, Harding University,
Box 12267, Searcy, AR 72149-2267.

FAULKNER UNIVERSITY

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — The American Bar
Association has granted Faulkner’s Jones
School of Law full approval as an accredited institution of legal education, said
Charles Nelson, law school dean.
Faulkner’s program becomes only the
second accredited law school among
Church of Christ universities. The other is
at Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif.
“This is a significant milestone for the
school and one which marks us as an
outstanding law school,” Nelson said.
“It not only allows our graduates to take
the bar exam in every state, but it also
means that we will draw students to the
school from every state and from foreign
jurisdictions.”

FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — A recent visit by
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RON HALL, PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

I’m dreaming of a (machine-made) white Christmas

Students at Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., usher in the Christmas season with a snowfall,
assisted by snow machines. Pepperdine President Andy Benton and friends joined in the fun Dec . 4
with a musical performance of “White Christmas” at a student coffeehouse.

Jordan Shipley, left, enjoys a laugh with Colt
McCoy at the ESPN College Football Awards.

former Republican presidential candidate
Mike Huckabee raised $1.3 million for
Freed-Hardeman.
Huckabee spoke at the university’s 45th
annual benefit dinner.

lacrosse coach will be Carl Anderson.
Also in the fall, the university will
add junior varsity teams in men’s baseball, basketball, golf and soccer, athletic
director Larry Lyons said.

LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Lipscomb broke ground
Dec. 4 on a 25,300-square-foot arts and
engineering building. The project marks
the beginning of a new phase of the
university’s development that moves north
beyond the longtime campus footprint.
The three-story building, which will be
constructed using green methods and
materials, is scheduled for completion
this fall.

“I am often asked how can Lipscomb
grow given its present campus boundary
limitations,” Lipscomb President Randy
Lowry said. “Thanks to a visionary
master plan that will double our campus
size in the next few years — and neighbors and supporters who have (worked)
with us to acquire the necessary property
— today we take an important step north.
The fact is we have plenty of geography
and energy to expand our vision.”

OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY

VIENNA, W.Va. — OVU is expanding its
sports programs, adding varsity wrestling and men’s lacrosse teams. Pat Sole
has been hired as wrestling coach. The

PHOTO COURTESY OF TEXASSPORTS.COM

MINISTRY TRAINING
CHIMALA MISSION

CHIMALA, Tanzania — Five Christians in this
East African nations got diplomas and new
suits as they graduated from the school
of preaching at Chimala Mission, said
missionary Chris Raynor. Seven men also
received bachelor’s degrees in biblical
studies from the Chimala Bible College,
Raynor said.
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Christian entrepreneur has a Taylor-made ministry
BY JOY McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

JACKSON, Miss.
etite, attractive and stylishly dressed in a sleeveless black sheath of her
own creation, Faith Cook
Taylor smiles broadly as she
straightens the two dozen
dresses on a clothing rack.
She pauses frequently to
exchange greetings and hugs
with throngs of friends and
well-wishers inching their way
through the Jackson Marriott’s
congested hallway during the
National Lectureship of the
Churches of Christ. Some
pause to examine the dresses
or thumb through thick books
bursting with fabric samples.
Taylor’s label — Taylor Made
for You by Faith — is wellknown among African-American
Christians and in Los Angeles
where she has done direct sales
from a boutique and her home
for 18 years.
The 53-year-old entrepreneur
makes an annual stop at the
National Lectureship, founded
by a small group of black
ministers in 1945. She is one of
about 20 vendors who travel the
nation, shadowing half a dozen
lectureships and crusades,
showcasing their wares in hotel
lobbies and convention rooms.
Taylor, a member of the
Normandie church in Los
Angeles, views her work of
creating custom-made fashions
that help women feel good about
their appearance as an integral
part of her personal ministry.
A native-born Texan, Taylor
began designing clothes after
realizing how discouraging shopping can be for many women.
“A lot of women find shopping
for clothing difficult and frustrating, so this makes it easier for
them,” she said. “Often they can’t
find something they like that fits
them properly in the stores.”

P

DRESSING MICKEY AND MINNIE

Clothing was far from the
top priority in the home where
Taylor was raised. The daughter
of Wilton H. Cook, a well-known

LYNN McMILLON

Faith Cook Taylor talks about her fashion business from her booth at the
65th National Lectureship of the Churches of Christ in Jackson, Miss.
minister in Houston, she was
one of 10 children the family
had to feed, clothe and educate.
Family and faith were important values in their home, where
every child was given a rich religious heritage and a Bible name.
She and her two sisters were
named Faith, Hope and Charity.
Despite the financial challenges, Taylor earned an associate’s degree from Southwestern
Christian College in Terrell,
Texas, in 1974 and a bachelor’s
from Pepperdine University in
Malibu, Calif.
In 1990 she left the corporate
world and launched her own
business, designing hair accessories for girls. Her two daughters,
Rebecca and Rachel, were her
inspiration. Boutiques and stores
including Nordstrom’s sold the
accessories, giving her the confidence to expand into clothing.
She designed Afro-centric
fashions for women. African

hats, or kufis, modeled after
those worn in West Africa,
became a popular item.
In 2007 the Walt Disney Co.
asked her to design 2,000 Afrocentric costumes for Mickey
and Minnie Mouse dolls. The
dolls were distributed during an
African-American convention at
Disneyland.
Today she employs three fulltime dressmakers. In addition
to custom dresses and suits, she
designs prom dresses and fashions for entire bridal parties.

‘I FEEL LIKE A MOVIE STAR’

At the lectureships, ministers’
wives are among Taylor’s most
faithful customers.
“Preachers’ wives really dress
up,” she said. “Their style is
beautiful hats and custom-made
suits.”
Fran Harrison, whose
husband, Dan, ministers for
the Chathom-Avalon church in

Chicago, said she loves Taylor’s
gorgeous and durable fabrics.
“When you look your best and
aren’t worrying about how you
look, I believe you can better
minister to God’s people,”
Harrison said.
Sheryl Jones, a fellow entrepreneur from Irving, Texas,
owns four Taylor Made dresses.
“Her dresses are just exquisite, and they are a perfect fit,”
Jones said. “People rave about
them, and I feel like a movie
star when I wear them!”
In recent months, Michelle
Obama’s fashion sense has
influenced Taylor’s clientele,
she said. After the new First
Lady wore a gold suit during
her husband’s inauguration,
Taylor received four orders for
the same suit the next day.
Michelle Obama “is inspiring
so many women to restructure
their bodies and educate themselves about health, fitness and
nutrition,” Taylor said. “We
have someone who constantly
reminds us of what we should
look like.”

‘NO ONE CAN STAND ALONE’

Taylor’s ministry also
includes fundraising efforts for
Southwestern Christian. She
serves as fashion coordinator for
the Madam Steward Style Show
during the annual November
lectureship at the college. The
event brings in about $3,000
annually for the school, she said.
In Los Angeles she works
with a national group — the
Bowser women — that helps
raise more than $60,000 annually for the college.
Taylor and her family faced a
challenge when her husband,
Larry, an engineer for Los
Angeles County, suffered a
serious stroke in 2005. He has
since recovered, but she said
the experience drew her family
closer to the Lord.
“God sent me friends who
were like angels to me,” she
said. “I’ve learned how important fellowship is and that no
one can stand alone when the
storms of life hit.”

PHOTOS BY Lynn Craig

Women including Faith Cook Taylor
(center) model the latest fashions,
including some of Taylor’s work, at
the Madam Steward Style Show.
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Almost doesn’t
count for Christians

S

ometimes, it’s tempting to count the “almosts”
in life. The missed shots or dropped passes
may not tally on sports scoreboards, but as
Christians, we like to give ourselves at least
partial credit for a number of deeds that never
quite make the transition from thought to action.
After all, thinking of others means our heart is in the
right place, doesn’t it?
• “I almost stopped to get that homeless person a hot
meal.”
• “I came ‘this close’ to buying extra school supplies
for kids who might not have any.”
‘Merely noticing • “I wish we would have rememthe physical, bered Missions Sunday was today.”
• “Next time, I’ll offer to help with
emotional and child care for that single mom.”
Merely noticing the physical,
spiritual needs
emotional and spiritual needs of
of those around those around us doesn’t accomplish
us doesn’t
anything. Even passers-by acknowledged the beaten, robbed, left-foraccomplish
dead man on the side of the road
anything.’
between Jerusalem and Jericho. Only
the Good Samaritan came to his aid.
In this New Year, let’s replace the positive sounding
“almost” with the more realistic phrase “not quite” when it
comes to caring in a literal sense for those around us.
As we step forward into this second decade of the
21st century, perhaps it’s time to take inventory of
our good intentions. Write them down. Make a plan.
And then let’s make 2010 the year we act upon these
magnanimous desires God places upon our hearts.
In spite of our best excuses — the shaky economy, time
constraints, perceived limitations of all kinds — we cannot
call ourselves followers of Christ if we aren’t willing to
serve others. By satisfying only self, we merely succeed
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in robbing ourselves of profound blessings each day.
Where do we begin? By developing an ever-deepening
generosity of spirit. When we commit to putting others
first, we not only see them and their needs, but we
embrace the opportunity to help.
Givers don’t accidentally pour themselves into people’s
lives — they make a conscious choice to see what’s
happening with those around them, and then they work
to make others’ circumstances better. For most of us,
placing another person’s needs — especially those of
individuals outside our inner circles — may be taxing. Yet
with intentional thought and practice, instinctively sharing
our time, talent and treasure can become a lifestyle.
Needs are varied, and the responses can range from a
well-timed phone call to a handwritten prayer to a folded
bill pressed into someone’s hand. Not all giving is monetary, of course. Those who write generous checks often
lament that they don’t expend enough of themselves. One
challenge for the New Year might be not only to help fund
programs, but also to carve out time for people in crisis.
Those of us who lead lives we label as “too busy to
help others” might do well to reflect on how much time
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we devote to gratifying ourselves. Is every half-hour
spent in front of a computer screen necessary, or has
social networking replaced real encounters? Do we
prioritize a weekly television show above more meaningful, difference-making endeavors?
On the other hand, money is critical to so many worthy
ministries and parachurch organizations — The Christian
Chronicle among them. Buying food, providing medicine, printing Bibles in various languages and rebuilding
homes and church buildings ravaged by hurricanes takes
funding. When many contribute to these efforts, the
broad-based support indicates so much about us individually and collectively. In the Chronicle’s case, we depend on
readers like you to pay for rising costs such as printing
and postage. Without you, we could not keep informing,
inspiring and uniting Churches of Christ.
This much is true: We can’t out-give God. But we
certainly can use the resources he provides on every
level to bless those all around us, with all those who
give and receive seeing and feeling his love.
May we as the body of Christ be a catalyst for a
generosity revolution in 2010!
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Finding God’s image in the homeless population

W

hen we see the disheveled woman pushing a shopping cart
Nearby, Los Angeles Times columnist Steve Lopez, who lives
full of “junk” or that crusty guy with the dog-eared “WILL
in an obsessively clean, overachieving world, does all within his
WORK FOR FOOD” sign, we ignore them as if
considerable power to better Nathaniel’s life. But when
they don’t exist. We dehumanize them.
Views
Steve tries to force changes on him, Nathaniel bristles.
They do exist — in staggering numbers. More than
“I’m not your boy,” Nathaniel tells Steve.
90,000 homeless live on Los Angeles streets. And they
After all of Steve’s hard work, Nathaniel remains schizoare human, with the same needs we have: security, love, a
phrenic, living in an apartment secured by Steve. And
sense of belonging and companionship.
Steve, though frustrated, gains the most in the relationYet my experience with thousands of homeless has
ship because he begins to see Nathaniel as a man living
taught me that what these individuals want most is for
life as it has been handed to him.
someone to listen. They want real friends.
Efforts to help the homeless often end like Steve’s expeI choose to see each homeless person as created in
rience. Though we alter the surroundings, the person may
God’s image, and though the layers of defeat, addiction,
Anthony Wood
never really change. Change happens from the inside. Street
pain, abuse or suffering may hide it well, that image is
ministers accept that there will always be homeless, but
there, deep within them.
choose to love them — heart, mind, body and soul — as Jesus does.
At River City Ministry in North Little Rock, Ark., where I’ve
Some want to get off the streets, but many have found a home
served as an evangelist for the last two years, we reach out to
in a secluded alley, shelter or wooded camp near the freeway.
more than 100 homeless every day. We’ve learned that some
Whether it’s fear of confinement, non-conformist attitudes, mental
cannot acclimate to life in “our world,” finding that our superillness or irresponsibility, there will always be those who cannot,
high-tech, power-hungry, materialistic world is much less desiror will not, fit into “normal” society.
able than theirs. And so the challenge is this: In being like Jesus
The goal is not to try to change the homeless so I can go home
who came to “seek and save the lost,” how do we reach into a
at night cheering, “Hooray, got another one off the street!” Though
street culture far different from our own with the love of God?
helping some to do so, I want the rest to know that God, and I, still
We must see with different eyes.
love them in their homelessness, addictions and
Re-humanizing the homeless changes things
‘I don’t coerce, manipulate inability to overcome. I don’t coerce, manipulate
for me. When I walk through a crowd of 25 to 30
or even beg the homeless to come to Jesus. I
or even beg the homeless to respect them too much. It’s not my way, anyway.
homeless to reach the front door of our center, I
address most by their first names. Once inside,
We talk, think and pray about it, give it time, and
come to Jesus. ... We
Johnny “schools” me in dominoes. Danny gets
then they make the choice.
talk, think and pray about it, Such has been the case with Elecia, 45. From
a copy of a hymn he wants to sing during lunch
worship. Jennifer shares about the day job she got.
the outside, she appears skinny, scantily clad,
give it time, and then
Because of our friendships, I can ask most
drug-wasted and wild-eyed. I’ve seen her on
about their spiritual lives. Whatever the
street corners trying to “get a date” to help
they make the choice.’
response, my call is simply to be available for
support her drug habit. To the casual observer,
the moment when God brings each to a point
she looks like a hopeless case.
of decision to be restored or immersed. Often a person I haven’t
But when I sit with Elecia, she softens.
met says, “My friend under the bridge last night told me I could
“Brother Anthony, do you know what it feels like to be sold for sex
get my life right with God here. Is that true?”
by your mother to grown men to support her crack cocaine habit?”
After nearly 25 years of inner-city ministry, I’ve helped provide
I have to say, “No, I really don’t.”
the homeless with a shower, hot meal, laundry, case manageShe cries. “Well, I didn’t either, until I was 6 years old. That
ment, rehab, life and job skills training and housing. But, I’ve
lasted until I left home at 14. It still hurts, really bad.”
found, they’re looking for much more.
The image of God is in there, deep down, somewhere.
In the movie, The Soloist, a gifted cello player, Nathaniel
Anthony Ayers, lives in a dirty, directionless, mentally ill, violent
Dr. ANTHONY WOOD, evangelist at River City Ministry in North Little Rock, Ark., has
world. As a young man, the voices in his head become too much,
served the poor, homeless and incarcerated since 1985. To find out more about his ministry,
and he finds himself living on the streets.
contact him at awoodxulon@yahoo.com.

VOICES
What is your dream for
Churches of Christ in Panama?”
Asked by Erik Tryggestad, assistant
managing editor, during a
reporting trip to the Central
American nation of Panama.

To have a big,
central church,
especially in
the main cities.
The phenomenon is to have
little churches.
The biggest
churches (in Panama) have about
100 members. (I would like)
one church of 1,000 or more in
Panama.
Tito Miranda | Panama City, Panama

I’ve been in lots
of churches. I
see that we (in
Churches of
Christ) have the
same doctrine. If
we are teaching
and preaching, we
are doing it from the book. I pray
we will maintain our unity, so we
can stand up until Christ comes.
Victor Newell | Colon, Panama

My dream for
the church in
Panama is that it
would grow
in spirit, in unity,
in love for each
other, in service
to other people
and in love for God.
Lisa Carter | Panama City, Panama

letters

Praise for editorial
on special needs
As the mother of a specialneeds child, I really appreciated
this article (“A special need to
serve children,” Editorial, Page
34, December).
Our daughter, Erin, is 2 years
old, yet functions at about the
six- to eight-month level and is
still undiagnosed as to why she
is so delayed.
My husband and I have been
so thankful for the loving support of our congregation. Even
though we currently have no
specific “special-needs ministry,”
we have never gotten harsh
looks when our daughter will
make noises during services.
I am so thankful to God for
our loving church family, and
I’m glad there are programs in
other places.
Perhaps someday God will
lead us to start our own
ministry for these very special
angels!
Dawn Mathias | Fort Wayne, Ind.

Article contained errors
In the October 2009 edition of
The Christian Chronicle, page
9 contained two errors regarding the Central Ohio Christian
School.
The city should have been
“Westerville,” not “Westerfield,”
and the minister’s name is Robin
Weier, not Randy Weier.
I believe a correction should
be noted.
Thank you.
Dan Arnold | Columbus, Ohio

My dream is to
have elders and
deacons, to have
good works with
good people ... to
have many activities that will keep
people active in
the church. I want to be an elder
someday.
Isaac Arauz | San Antonio, Panama
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Books give fresh encouragement for outreach
By MARK FINN | For The Christian Chronicle

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
BIBLE STUDY

Andy Confer. Three
W6es f6r Babyl6n:
Revelation — the
Same Yesterday,
Today and Forever.
Salt Lake City: Aardvark
Global Publishing. 184
pages. $13.95.

M

ost church leaders, at some point,
have cried out in prayer for God
to grow the church. We’ve plowed
the field, dug the well, built the tower,
worked the soil, but little has grown.
Weary and wary of books on evangelism and church growth, we often scan
past the titles of those that admonish us
to continue sowing the seed.
We shouldn’t. Fresh encouragement
and new insights await. Two recent
examples are worth a closer look.
In “The Unexpected Adventure:
Taking Everyday Risks to Talk with
People about Jesus,” Lee Strobel and
Mark Mittelberg note that we live in a
time when people are more interested
than ever in talking about spiritual things.
Yet, in this season of openness, churches
and Christians seem to have frozen.
These seasoned evangelical authors
Lee Strobel and Mark Mittelberg. The
break the ice with warm, engaging
Unexpected Adventure: Taking Everyday
stories of their personal efforts to speak
Risks to Talk with People about Jesus.
a word for Jesus to lost people. Strobel
Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2009. 287
is an atheist-turned-Christian and
pages. $14.99.
Mittelberg an evangelist and teacher.
Both have had long associations with
discussion. Such a group would soon be
large, evangelical community churches.
adding personal stories of their own.
It’s all here: the mistakes, the embarThe cumulative effect of hearing story
rassing moments, the exhilaration and
upon story of personal outreach is motijoy, success and failures. The book is a
vating. By learning from the authors’
six-week challenge of daily devotionals
mistakes, humorously presented, we
geared to coax Christians into opening
are heartened to learn such flubs are
their mouths.
not fatal. Indeed, God
The authors contend
‘In 100 A.D., there were works in spite of them.
that words are a
“Unexpected Adventure”
about 25,000 Christians. is a powerful spark for
necessary part of
evangelism. “We must
the Christian who wants
Two centuries later,
do more than silently
to reignite the desire
there were 20 million.
serve people, hoping
to share the Gospel, or
they’ll somehow notice
to ignite that spark in
How did that happen?
the spiritual dimenothers.
sion to our lives,” they
At the deep end of the
Can it happen today?’
write. “For them to
pool is “The Forgotten
really understand and
Ways Handbook:
embrace our message … we’ll need to
A Practical Guide for Developing
explain it to them verbally as well.”
Missional Churches.”
Culled from real life, each story has the
Here Alan Hirsch follows up his wellring of truth, eliciting a “been there” from received 2005 book, “The Forgotten
the reader. They make personal evanWays,” with this handbook for growing
gelism truly personal by showing how
missional churches in our postmodern
diverse personalities can reach others in
culture. Teaming with church planter
unique ways. That is good news for those Darryn Altclass, Hirsch tries practically
who are not bold extroverts.
to apply his intriguing ideas. He breaks
The book is practical and biblical. This
routine thinking by introducing new
collection of 42 encouraging stories
church growth vocabulary and delving
would make a great group study. Its daily
deeply into the explosive growth of the
devotional design would enable a Bible
early church. In 100 A.D., there were
class or small group to move through the about 25,000 Christians. Two centuries
material together and then hold a weekly
later, there were 20 million. How did that
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Confer, longtime minister for
Churches of Christ in the Northeast,
presents the case that the book of
Revelation was written with a message
for people in the first century. The
volume identifies the “antichrist” and
explains the meaning of the number
“666.” He covers the biblical text in
nine chapters and then takes on questions often raised about Revelation.

Spirituality

Alan Hirsch with Darryn Altclass. The
Forgotten Ways Handbook: A Practical
Guide for Developing Missional
Churches. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Brazos Press,
2009. 223 pages. $13.99.
happen? Can it happen today?
Hirsch and Altclass present many
examples of cutting-edge churches
striving to meet the challenge of communicating Christ to a postmodern world.
In the effort to ask old questions
in new ways, the language at times
becomes unnecessarily complicated, but
the authors’ ideas are worth the effort.
Their goal is to combine back-to-basics
evangelism with a stirring of innovation.
They put forward a fresh perspective
rather than promote a particular method.
Although some of these innovations
might not be easily or wisely applied in
our fellowship, they do open the way to
new approaches. There is great value in
exploring the explosive growth of the first
century church and then asking, “Why
not today?” “Forgotten Ways Handbook”
offers a chance to rethink and then adjust
our methods in an effort to return to the
simple message of the Gospel.
Both of these books remind us that
there still are many workers in God’s
field. These workers try and fail, succeed
and miss, innovate and speculate. As we
work, it’s good to hear these neighboring
shouts of encouragement. God, in his
own time, will make our field fruitful.
MARK FINN has served as minister for the Collingswood,
N.J., Church of Christ for 23 years. He can be reached at
MarBecFinn5@msn.com.

Joshua Graves. The
Feast — How to Serve
Jesus in a Famished
World. Abilene, Texas:
Leafwood Press, 2009.
204 pages. $14.99.
Aimed at those hungering for a deeper
life with God, Graves, minister at
the Otter Creek church in Nashville,
Tenn., explores Jesus’ teaching about
discipleship including both the hardships and the triumphs. The first
seven chapters focus on “re-imagining
Jesus,” while the final five center on
stories and guidelines for living the
life Jesus offers. The final 30 pages
are a chapter-by-chapter study guide.

Church and STATE

Richard T. Hughes.
Christian America
and the Kingdom of
God. Champaign, Ill.:
University of Illinois
Press, 2009. 232 pages.
$29.95.
Former Pepperdine
University professor Hughes takes
issue with the position that the
United States is a Christian nation.
Finding the American stress on
wealth, power, dominance and
oppression at odds with biblical
teaching, Hughes counters with a biblical vision of the kingdom of God.
The volume traces the rise of fundamentalism and its role in American
history.
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Christian universities must examine
trends, philosophy of their ministry
Oklahoma Christian University is seeking applicants for the following open positions.

Biology Department Call for Applicants for Fall, 2010
The Department of Biology of Oklahoma Christian University invites applications for a tenure track faculty position in Biological Sciences for the Fall,
2010. Rank and areas of specialization are open. Ability to teach human
anatomy and physiology courses is preferred. Candidates with Ph.D. or
M.D. are preferred. The normal teaching load is 12 hours per semester. In
addition, the faculty member would work with existing faculty in the usual
academic roles of advising students and serving on faculty committees.
As a department committed to the integration of faith and learning, the
Department of Biology serves over 200 majors in Biology, Biochemistry,
Pre-Professional Studies and Nursing and boasts a variety of academic
successes, including high graduate and professional school acceptance
rates and faculty and student scholarship. We seek an engaged candidate
prepared to join our energetic faculty and student body. The successful
candidate will submit evidence of scholarship and demonstrate expertise in
teaching. Based on the candidate’s qualifications, rank negotiation will follow in accordance with the standards specified in the Faculty Handbook.
Oklahoma Christian University is a liberal arts university affiliated with the
Churches of Christ. All applicants should be active members of the Churches of Christ and have a personal life that reflects the teachings, example,
and love of Jesus Christ. Interested applicants should send their resume/cv,
transcripts, 3 letters of recommendation from academic sources, a writing
sample, and a teaching philosophy which specifically addresses integration
of faith and learning to David.Lowry@oc.edu or by mail to:
Dr. David Lowry
Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences
Oklahoma Christian University
Box 11000
OKC, OK 73136-1100

Assistant/Associate Professor of English and Coordinator of
Composition/Rhetoric
Oklahoma Christian University is recruiting for an Assistant or Association Professor
of English and Coordinator of Composition/Rhetoric. Teaching duties of the fulltime faculty position include an initial 3/3 load of 2 General Education Composition
Courses and 1 upper level writing course each semester. The upper level writing
courses include technical writing and 1 advanced writing course to be developed by
the candidate. As Coordinator of Composition/Rhetoric, other duties will include
overseeing the General Education composition program, initiating a practicum for
writing majors, and enhancing the writing major through membership in relevant
professional societies.
Qualified members of the Church of Christ are encouraged to apply. E-mail your resume/vita to Dr. Cami Agan, Department of Language & Literature, Oklahoma Christian University, at Cami.Agan@oc.edu. The application period will remain open until
the position is filled.

A

t the heart of the Restoration
Movement is a commitment to education focused on Bible and the traditional liberal arts. Alexander Campbell,
a key thinker in the movement, founded
Bethany College in West Virginia.
In the 19th century, many Christian
schools were started, but few had the
financial support to sustain operations.
Lipscomb and Freed-Hardeman universities both developed from schools started
in the last quarter of the 19th century.
The first quarter of the 20th century saw
the beginning of Abilene Christian and
Harding. In the 1930s, George Pepperdine
devoted his fortune to founding a college
that has become a premier university with
a Christian identity.
After World War II, when churches
grew rapidly and the GI Bill made college
education a goal for more Christian families, colleges were founded in various
places to provide Bible training, career
preparation and guidance for Christian
living. Those that have survived include
Faulkner, Florida College, Heritage
Christian, Lubbock Christian, Ohio
Valley, Oklahoma Christian, Rochester
College, Southwestern Christian and
York College.
All these institutions rest on the principle that God is the creator of all and
that any education worth having begins
with knowing God. All these schools
have taken responsibility for guiding
students to mature Christian values, or
in the words of Don Morris, longtime
ACU president, “completing the work of
the Christian family.”
In the history of American higher
education, most private schools began
with a foundation in Christian principles
and a connection to a religious group.
Chapel, regular Bible study in the
curriculum and close supervision of
social life were characteristic of Harvard,
Yale, Princeton and many of the older,
prestigious universities. But time and
worldviews radically altered the mission
and curriculum of these schools.
Almost no institution of higher education is still true to its founding principles or it founding organization after 100
years. That sobering fact must prompt
every institution related to Churches
of Christ to examine more closely the
trends and philosophy of its work.
Having studied trends in Christian
education for most of my professional
life, I am firmly convinced that no insti-

tution can be true to its founding principles if the trustees are not committed and
resolute in nurturing the faith and understanding of students. Trustees must have
the vision of transforming
Insight
lives through Bible study
and Christian virtues.
Whenever academic
excellence, national reputation or athletics begin to
be the principal concerns
of trustees, institutions
will gradually slip away
from founding principles.
I also believe that an
Bailey McBride institution’s Christian
principles are no stronger
than the Christian commitment of the
faculty. Faculty members who are mere
churchgoers will directly or indirectly
weaken the institution’s faith efforts.
Church members who are cynical about
any core values will effectively erode
those values. On the other hand, professors who are firmly convicted about
the lordship of Jesus, the Christ, will be
models of faith and service for students
who are seeking direction and guidance.
For at least 20 years, most of the
faculty and administration at our
higher education institutions have been
engaged in an ongoing dialogue about
the relationship between faith and
learning. Faculties have wrestled with
showing the relationship of their disciplines to a Christian view of this world.
Professors are not ashamed that they
profess Christ as clearly as they profess
a philosophy regarding their discipline.
Professors are leaders in their congregations, and they take an active interest in
mission efforts around the world.
I believe that Christian higher education fills a vital role in preparing our best
and brightest young women and men for
productive lives of faith and service. The
culture of Christian colleges helps young
people experience genuine transformation. They gain vision of a fallen world
desperately in need of Christ.
The continuing challenge of Christian
higher education is to nurture faith,
service and holiness in the lives of
students even as the students study to
work and live in a secular, materialistic
world. Christian education must not lose
the focus on strengthening the relationship of young people to their creator.
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.

