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SINGING, SWEATING AND SAVING SOULS

Members knock 24,000
doors in West Virginia
Lord’s Way” television ministry
and Ohio Valley University.
PARKERSBURG, W.Va. — The heat
“The Mid-Ohio Valley
was on.
churches have not had this type
That’s what happens when you of cooperation and attendance
take 90-degree temperatures,
since the 1960s,” said Alan
on-fire-for-the-Lord
Stephens, one of the
church members
campaign organizers.
and a 1950s-era high
Nightly crowds
school field house
from 650 to 1,200
with no air-condiendured sweltering
tioning — and put
conditions as they
them all together.
sang hymns such
Hundreds of hand
as “Hold to God’s
fans fluttered, volUnchanging Hand”
unteers passed out
and heard passionice-cold bottled water
ate sermons on the
and sweat-drenched
need for everyone to
Christians wiped
accept Jesus Christ
their foreheads with
BOBBY ROSS JR. as savior and be
towels as the make- Denise Carpenter, left,
baptized.
and her daughter, Jenna,
shift congregation
“We’re not in the
pray along with Elizabeth condemning busiassembled in this
industrial, working- Kimes, right, at the West ness,” preacher Phil
Virginia gospel meeting. Sanders told a crowd
class city of 32,000
souls.
seated on folding
Thirteen Churches of Christ
chairs and wooden bleachers
in West Virginia, Ohio and
beneath giant rafters. “We’re in
Tennessee supported the recent
the saving business.”
“Christ Is The Answer” doorSee CAMPAIGN, Page 12
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Emma Duncan, 12, applies primer to a home in Alton, Texas. Duncan is a member of the Memorial church in Houston.

Showing Christ in south Texas’ colonias
BY TAMIE ROSS | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

LAS MILPAS, Texas — Craig Cooper
doesn’t want to see their
papers. He’ll never ask how
they arrived at this scratchedout piece of recycled dirt in the
lower Rio Grande Valley.
Cooper has seen their souls,
and that’s what matters to him.
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“These people are in America
now,” Cooper said, gesturing
toward a Hispanic woman tending a small vegetable garden.
Nearby, four young girls
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Christ North in Pharr, Texas,
about six miles north of here.
Almost every day, the shy
church elder drives his silver
pickup truck to poor, unincorporated areas as close as a mile
from the U.S.-Mexican border to
see the invisible people — almost
140,000 in Hidalgo County alone.
See COLONIAS, Page 14
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2,000,000
Students
In 9,201
Public
Schools
Can Study
The Bible.
At the completion of this project,
2,000,000 students in
Russia and Ukraine can study
the Bible in Public Schools.
Region after region
is asking for
the Bible for their schools.
We have to hand it to them,
Russia and Ukraine know
what’s good for them.

October 31, 2010

1-800-486-1818 · www.milliondollarsunday.org
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PTC is short
for Preacher
Training Fun
LEWISVILLE, Texas

I

mportant. Educational.
Even life changing.
But fun?
That was my first reaction
to Caleb Templeton’s description of PTC — Preacher
Training Camp, that is.
For the
Inside Story third straight
summer,
Templeton,
now an
18-year-old
freshman
at Harding
University in
Searcy, Ark.,
spent a week
Bobby Ross Jr.
eating, sleeping and studying Scripture at the Lewisville
Church of Christ building,
north of Dallas.
“We have tons of fun,”
Templeton, a member of the
Keller Church of Christ, north
of Fort Worth, assured me.
“If the professional chef who
owns his own restaurant but
takes off a week to cook for us
doesn’t catch your interest, I
don’t know what will.”
He was talking about
Lewisville church member
Frank Brightwell, who owns
two “Local Diner” restaurants — yes, that’s the name
— in the Dallas area.
You mean I can have a
cooked-to-order omelet for
breakfast? Suddenly, PTC is
sounding like much more fun.
“Every evening, we have
an activity that always seems
to get better every year,”
Templeton said. “This year,
we played broom ball on
an ice-skating rink, went
to SpeedZone, toured the
Dallas Cowboys’ stadium and
played lots of ping pong.”
But PTC is really not about
the fun. It’s about training
young men — from high
See TRAINING, Page 4
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Prayers, funds sought for Pakistan flood victims
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Hadayat Din asked church
members to pray for the people
of Pakistan — Christian and
Muslim.
A month of solid rain has devastated the predominantly
Muslim country of 176 million
souls. At least 1,500 people have
died, according to news reports,
and more than 20 million are

homeless. Especially hard hit is
Pakistan’s Punjab region. Governments and agencies have pledged
to help, but aid to those in need
has been “painfully slow,” said
BBC reporter Ben Brown.
Din, a native of Pakistan, converted to Christianity while a
student at Indiana University.
He returned to Sialkot, a city in
northeastern Pakistan near the
Indian border, and served as a

minister. The members of the
Church of Christ in Sialkot are
safe, Din said, but feeling “the
ripple effect of this devastating
flood,” including food shortages
and rising prices for necessities.
The Woodmont Hills Church
of Christ in Nashville, Tenn., is
collecting funds for relief in
Pakistan, said Bruce Anstey, a
member of the church’s missions committee. The church

plans to send funds through
Pakistani church members.
“Though we cannot help all ...
we shall do as much as we can,”
a Pakistani Christian told
Woodmont Hills members.
“God will surely reward us in
heaven for this act of kindness.”
To contribute, contact the Woodmont
Hills church at (615) 297-8551 or e-mail
woodmonthillsmissions@gmail.com.

God ‘does what he does beautifully’
NIGERIAN Christians are in
awe of their quadruplets —
and the Atlanta-area church
that ‘adopted’ them all.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘O

verjoyed” doesn’t
exactly describe how
Aburime Ehimare felt
when he learned his
wife had four babies on the way.
“Overwhelmed” is a bit more
accurate.
“Quadruplets? Never!” the
Nigerian native said from his
temporary home in Atlanta.
“The truth is that we were
totally shocked and confused.”
But after seeing all four sets of
eyes — and counting all 40
fingers and 40 toes — Ehimare
and his wife, Ose, are convinced
that “God has a plan for us, and he
does what he does beautifully.”
And, nearly 6,000 miles from
home, God provided a family to
help the couple welcome their
four new lives into the world,
the couple said.
Members of the Northlake
Church of Christ in Tucker, Ga.,
about 10 miles from the hospital,
volunteered to help the
Ehimares care for the three girls
— Alyssa, Valencia and Bibiana
— and their brother, Noah.
“The logistical effort to organize people to care for four
babies around the clock involves
dozens and dozens” of people,

Denise Johnson

Ose and Aburime Ehimare admire their four new babies at Emory University Hospital Midtown in Atlanta.
said Northlake member Brent
Wiseman. Church members set
up a website where those interested could sign up for shifts to
help the family.
“We’ve also received offers to
help from the Snellville (Ga.)
Church of Christ and from
people with no connection to our
church,” Wiseman said. “It’s all
been quite gratifying.”

Aburime Ehimare described
the actions of his fellow
Christians as “God-sent intervention.”
“They have never let us walk
alone,” he said. “It is as though
they’ve always known us.”

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS

The journey that brought the
Ehimares to America began in

Benin City, Nigeria. Aburime,
then 13, was a street hawker
and a devout Pentecostal. He
believed that, by speaking in
tongues, he could heal the sick
— and even raise the dead.
When a neighbor’s 2-year-old
daughter died, the family asked
him to do just that. He failed,
and his faith was shaken.
See QUADS, Page 21
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TRAINING: Preacher camps mix fun, Bible study
FROM PAGE 3

school to college age — to dig deeper in
God’s word and contemplate filling the
pulpits of the future.
“The goal is to encourage young men
who have an interest in preaching, and
help them learn to develop a message
and hopefully help them learn to deliver
it,” said Jeff Jenkins, minister of the
Lewisville church, which welcomed 48
young men from Texas, Oklahoma and
Arkansas to its ninth annual PTC.
Said Templeton: “If I had to choose
one thing that everyone can gain from
attending this camp, it would be the ability to really learn something from reading the Scriptures. My study habits have
improved dramatically, because in order
to prepare a good lesson, you have to be
able to identify the points made by the
different authors of the Bible.”
The Lewisville camp is just one of a
number of preacher training camps across
the nation. Other churches that host such
camps include the Bear Valley Church of
Christ in Denver, the North MacArthur
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City and
the Washington Avenue Church of Christ
in Evansville, Ind.
Youth minister Steve Minor, who directs
the North MacArthur camp, said he’s not
interested in training future preachers.
“I want our guys to be preaching now,
and they are, and leading and evangelizing and (doing) the things that God calls
us to do,” Minor said. “We’re trying to
develop that passion in our young men
to do it right now. … And we give them
avenues to do that.”
PTC isn’t exactly a new idea.
The Pennington Bend Church of Christ
in Nashville, Tenn., started a future minister training camp more than 30 years ago.
David Young, teaching minister for
the North Boulevard Church of Christ
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., has a quartercentury-plus of ministry experience.
But as a boy, he twice attended
Pennington Bend’s camp.
“We worked on lessons, visited funeral
homes, hospitals and nursing homes,

BOBBY ROSS JR.

A young man takes notes during the Lewisville
Preacher Training Camp in Texas.

practiced baptizing and performing weddings, visited the Gospel Advocate and
spent a lot of time discussing what it
means to be a minister,” Young recalled.
What, no fun?
“In the evenings, we would eat member-prepared meals and swim in a member’s pool,” he said.
One of Young’s favorite memories
involves taking showers outside the
church building, where the directors
hung water hoses over a back wall.
Years later, one word comes to mind
for Young: Freezing!
“The camp was wonderful and helped
make firm my desire to be a full-time minister,” Young said. “The directors filled
the week with joy, purpose, camaraderie
and a sense of importance. I’ve never forgotten the two weeks I spent there.”
Last summer, those memories prompted Young to start a future minister
training camp at North Boulevard. Nine
young men attended the first camp.
This summer, 13 signed up.
No word on whether a professional chef
and ice-cold showers are a part of the fun.
REACH BOBBY ROSS JR. at bobby.ross@
christianchronicle.org.
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ILLINOIS

spotlight

URBANA — The Philo Road
Church of Christ conducted its
25th annual “Great Giveaway”
on Aug. 21. “The idea is to
conduct a ‘garage sale’ but not
charge for the items — everything is free,” Philo Road evangelist Randy Schilling said.
The giveaway started as a
small event with donations from
church members only, Schilling
said. Now, the church receives
as many calls from people
wanting to drop off a donation as
from those in need.
“This allows us to connect with
both the givers and receivers
and to show them both true
Christianity in action,” church
member Dick Oliver said.

Viral infection
claims principal

MICHIGAN

DETROIT — An areawide worship
assembly drew more than 1,000
people to the Gateway Church
of Christ in Southgate on Aug.
29. Brandon Holt of Dallas and
Evertt Huffard of Memphis,
Tenn., spoke on the theme
“Connected Through Christ.”
Area churches’ annual Love
in Action giveaway of food and
school supplies grew to eight
church locations. Food and
backpacks were purchased
through God’s Helping Hands,
a ministry associated with
Churches of Christ.
The events are coordinated
through United in Christ (www.
unityeventsforchrist.com) under
the oversight of the Redford
Church of Christ elders. The
board includes ministers and
church leaders from several
area congregations, said Roger
Woods, minister and elder for the
Walled Lake Church of Christ.

MISSISSIPPI

JACKSON — The Capitol Street
Church of Christ building
suffered nearly $1 million in
damages in a June fire. However,
the auditorium escaped the
most serious damages, and the
congregation was able to resume
worshiping in its building after
two months away.
“This will be a blessed day
for us to return back to Capitol
Street, where we originally
started from,” minister Isaac
Young told WJTV in Jackson as
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Food, fun and fellowship in Milwaukee

Members of Churches of Christ enjoy a recent picnic at Brown Deer Park in Milwaukee. Each year, congregations from
Milwaukee and Racine, Wis., share a time of food, fun, games and fellowship, said John McAdams, a member of the
Northtown Church of Christ in Milwaukee. Members from all the congregations brought food and helped serve, McAdams
said, but the men of the Brentwood Church of Christ in Milwaukee “took the lead with their classic barbecued ribs.”
repairs continued on the rest of
the building. “It never ceases to
amaze me. It looks like, when
things are down and out, God
always comes through at the
right time.”

NORTH CAROLINA

RALEIGH — Last year, The Christian
Chronicle featured the Brooks
Avenue Church of Christ’s
ministry for children with special
needs. At the time, church leaders
expressed a desire to offer
training and resources to help
other congregations serve such
children and their families.
The church worked to make
that happen in mid-September.
Classes on reaching and teaching
children with disabilities and their
families were planned Sept. 18 as
part of Brooks Avenue’s annual
Mid-Atlantic Evangelism Seminar.

OHIO

ZANESVILLE — The youth group

from the Norval Park Church
of Christ made a mission trip to
Laings, Ohio, 80 miles away.
Led by youth deacon Donnie
Watts and his wife, Nancy, the
teens passed out invitations for
Vacation Bible School at the
Laings Church of Christ and
helped with worship services
and VBS.
“During the day, the teens
painted and did landscaping and
other community service projects for members and individuals
in the community,” Norval Park
minister Mark Tonkery said.

TENNESSEE

BRENTWOOD — The Otter Creek
Church of Christ recently hosted
“World Vision Experience: AIDS,”
a 2,500-square-foot interactive
exhibit on the lives of African children affected by AIDS.
“It was a total blessing,” said
David Rubio, an Otter Creek
minister. “I can’t tell you the

impact it has had on the Otter
Creek youth group and the
Rubio family.”
MEMPHIS — The Norris Road
Church of Christ received
a $3.1 million grant to build
housing for the elderly, minister
J.M. Crusoe said. Crusoe, who
worked with elders Paul Holly and
William Bond to secure the grant,
said it will allow construction of a
two-story apartment complex with
30 one-bedroom units.

ABILENE, Texas — As the new
school year opened, Myrna
Powers was excited about
moving from California and
starting her new job as principal
of Abilene Christian Schools’
elementary school.
Soon after arriving in Texas,
however, Powers, 55, was hospitalized with a viral infection. She
died Aug. 21 at a Dallas hospital.
“How ironically sad to me that
her heart, so big and full of the
servant love of Jesus for others,
gave out on her on the brink of
a dream,” minister Jim Gardner
wrote in a blog post at www.
thewayofthecross.wordpress.com.
Gardner preached Powers’
funeral, which drew 1,100
friends, relatives and fellow
Christians — the largest crowd
ever at the Woodward Park
Church of Christ in Fresno, Calif.
Craig Fischer, president
and CEO of Abilene Christian
Schools, said Powers’ death
stunned students and teachers
— most of whom never really
got to know her. “We were very
excited about her leadership and
what she was going to bring to
our campus,” Fischer said.
Survivors include Powers’
husband, Stephen, three sons, her
parents, two brothers and a host
of other relatives.

TEXAS

GALVESTON — The Broadway
Church of Christ returned to
worship in its building Aug. 29
for the first time since Hurricane
Ike struck in 2008.
The building collected at
least 5 feet of water, leaving it in
shambles. Giving from church
members all over the world
helped make rebuilding a possibility, leaders said.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JIM GARDNER

Myrna Powers’ loved ones request that
memorials be made to Yosemite Bible
Camp, where she served for 25 years.
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A new sister in Christ emerges from the water after her baptism at the 2010 Campaign for
Christ in Houston. The campaign resulted in two dozen baptisms, organizers said.

Houston’s Campaign for Christ
leads to baptisms, Bible studies
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Twenty-four new souls added to Christ
— and counting.
As of press time, that was the total
number of baptisms resulting from the
2010 Campaign for Christ sponsored by 39
Houston-area Churches of Christ.
In addition, more than 100 visitors
were being contacted about setting up
home Bible studies, said Wendell Hart,
associate minister of the Sugar Land
Church of Christ.
“Scores of members were edified
in attending this historic evangelistic
event,” Hart said.
He provided The Christian Chronicle
with these details concerning the recent
campaign, which featured worship assemblies at the George R. Brown Convention
Center in downtown Houston:
• Campaign’s objectives: unity,
fellowship and evangelism.
• 39 sponsoring congregations:
ethnically diverse cooperation from
across the Houston area.
• Campaign speaker: Jack Evans Sr.,
minister of the Lake Como Church of
Christ in Fort Worth, Texas.
• Distributed: 1,075 free backto-school supply packages to needy
students.
• High attendance: 2,900.
Elders of the Sugar Land church
provided oversight for the campaign.

Thomas Foster, minister of the
Missouri City Church of Christ, served
as campaign coordinator. Tommy
Brooks, minister of the Highland
Heights Church of Christ, which
handled follow-up and after care, also
played a key role. David Duncan,
minister of the Memorial Church of
Christ, taught the combined adult Bible
class on Sunday morning.
Prior to the campaign, Charlie
McClendon, minister of the Northside
Church of Christ in Jacksonville, Fla.,
conducted a campaign evangelism and
soul-winning workshop. Two people were
baptized during that workshop.
Door knocking was just one method
that congregations used to promote the
convention worship assemblies, Hart said.
“We used various methods: Facebook,
Twitter, door knocking, radio advertising,
billboards, signs on the backs of cabs and,
most of all, word of mouth,” he said.
Houston area church member Lou
Ella Nimrod said the Campaign for
Christ blessed her: “My spirit has been
revived and enriched by the great and
powerful Gospel of Christ preached at this
Campaign for Christ.”
Said member Theo Laws: “Thank God
for his guidance and blessings throughout
the planning, funding and execution of this
historic occasion. ... I was so full from the
singing, preaching, fellowshipping with
saints from all across the city.”
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WBS IS
IN TOUCH.

There’s nothing like WBS.

Join us.

WBS students connect with their WBS

Help us fulfill the Great Commission.

study helpers in every nation on earth,

Teach. Give. And make sure your church

whether through postal mail or online.

plans an Impact Sunday for WBS.

Caring study helpers share Christ’s love

8PSME
#JCMF
4DIPPM
PPM

and the Truth of the Bible through
lessons and notes of encouragement.

Teachingthe
the Word.
Word. Reaching
the the
World!
Teaching
Reaching
World!

So students are connecting with Jesus, too.

800-311-2006 • info@worldbibleschool.net
www.worldbibleschool.net • www.impactsunday.net

For just $1.00, one soul studies. Amazing.
ADVERTISEMENT

W

Caring WBS Supporters
Share the Truth of the Bible

CEDAR PARK, Texas
orld Bible
School
students
connect with the
Gospel Truth
through their WBS
teachers and lessons, as well as WBS
supporters. People who give to WBS
know that just $1 lets one soul study
the Bible. Plus, they know that that

dollar can have a much greater effect.
In Jesus’ great parable, the sower
dutifully scatters seed—the Gospel
Message—in a variety of soils. The
ones who “hear the word, accept
it, and produce a
crop—30, 60, or
even 100 times
what was sown.”
(Mark 4:20). WBS
success stories

SOWING THE SEED
30 • 60 • 100

orld
ible
ool SOWING THE SEED
30 • 60 • 100
GIFT PROGRAM

prove this over and over again.
Do you want to share Jesus
and make that kind of impact, too?
Your gift to WBS can, helping us
reach and teach more. If you join
our Sowing the Seed Gift Program,
your committed monthly gifts of
$30, $60, or $100 will translate
into 360, 720, or 1,200 souls learning
of Jesus during a year with WBS.
What an impact!

I want to give this ONE TIME gift for now: $ ____________________
I want to commit to the SOWING THE SEED Gift Program by giving:
$30
$60
$100
Other $ ____________________
MONTHLY

ANNUALLY

(Give securely with your credit card at www.worldbibleschool.net/give.)
Mr.
Mrs. ______________________________________________________
Ms.

Spouse ____________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________

City ________________________________ State _____ Zip _________
(day)
(night)
Ph ________________________________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________
Church ____________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________
City ________________________________ State _____ Zip _________
Return to:

P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630
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A trim, and a warm welcome, at Back2School BASH

JOHN TEBO

Tamara Lowery cuts kindergarten student Chandler Guske’s hair at the recent Back2School BASH
at the East Grand Church of Christ in Springfield, Mo. The church just kicked off the 10th year of
its partnership with Bingham Elementary, a low-income public school near the church. The effort
includes before- and after-school programs and a winter basketball program.
“We serve these people with no strings attached, no church membership required,” BASH coordinator Ramona Brown said. “However, we build relationships intentionally. We give priority to our
Bingham family, and many souls have been saved in the process.” School Principal Adam Meador
said, “The East Grand connection in Bingham helps to make Bingham the place it is today.”

Church members lead effort to buy
handicap-accessible van for minister

With the many obligations you face - family, church, work, and so much more - it may seem that
the pursuit of a Bible education is impossible. However, with the online program from Heritage
Christian University, the classroom can now come to you! Receive the same fresh instruction and
new material as the students in the classroom from anywhere in the world. You can listen to the
lecture in a variety of formats as many times as it takes to engrain the lesson, whether watching
the class on your laptop, listening to it on your iPod at the gym, or on CD during your morning
commute. Or mix and match. The choice is yours.
A stellar Bible education in a versatile format designed to fit your schedule... that’s
HCU online. Visit www.hcu.edu to test drive a course!

CAMARILLO, Calif. — The way Carolyn Tyler
sees it, Tim Kelley has given so much of
himself for so many years to Christians
in California. It’s only right, Tyler said,
that members of Churches of Christ
return the love that Kelley and his wife,
Roxanne, have shown for so long.
Tyler, a member of the Camarillo
Church of Christ, where Tim Kelley
preached for 24 years, is helping lead an
effort to raise $60,000 to buy a handicapaccessible van for the family. At press
time, donors had contributed $31,000.
“Everybody loves Tim because he’s
done so much for so many people,” Tyler
said of Kelley, senior minister of the Chico
Church of Christ. “He’s just incredible.”
According to the Van for Tim website,
Kelley has post-polio syndrome, a result
of contracting polio when he was a baby.
He depends on a powered wheelchair,
which lifts him into a standing position
to preach or lead singing, but cannot
afford a handicap-accessible van.
“It is about Tim having freedom, independence and a safe and reliable means
of transportation,” the website explains.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Tim and Roxanne Kelley
“It also means that he will once again be
able to serve his church and community
in the way that God has called him.”
Mel Storm, an elder of the Heritage
Church of Christ in Clawson, Mich., first
met Kelley 45 years ago at Sierra Bible
Camp in Northern California.
“Tim never let his physical limitation
prevent him from carrying out his ministry responsibilities,” Storm said.
CONTRIBUTIONS MAY BE sent to Camarillo Church of
Christ, Attn.: Mini-Van Fund, 515 Temple Ave., Camarillo, CA
93010. Donate online at www.vanfortim.bbnow.org.
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CANADA

spotlight

TSAY KEH — Norm and Jen Weir,
members of the Central Valley
Church of Christ in Abbotsford,
British Columbia, traveled to
the Rocky Mountain Trench in
the northern part of the province to work in villages of the
First Nations — Canada’s indigenous people. Sixteen people
worshiped with the couple in
the community of Tsay Keh, and
nine met for a Sunday evening
service in Fort Ware.
In Tsay Keh, the couple made
repairs to a facility that will
serve as a residence for a Bible
day camp sponsored by church
members.

Teaching in
timeless Tuvalu

HONDURAS

TEGUCIGALPA — A mission team
of 20 people built two houses,
installed 12 water filters and
distributed 800 packages of food,
clothing, toys and Bibles in this
Central American capital. In
addition, 256 patients received
health care services, 60 pairs of
eyeglasses were distributed, and
270 meals were provided to families at a hospital.
It was the 11th annual mission
trip coordinated by members of
the Spring Road Church of Christ
in Westerville, Ohio. Church
members from as many as six
congregations in five states have
participated in the work.

POLAND

RADOM — Twenty-five church
members and friends attended
the fifth annual Polish Retreat
in Radom, about 65 miles south
of Warsaw. “Soul training: Using
spiritual disciplines to become
like Jesus from the inside out”
was the theme. Daniel Napier
from Zagreb, Croatia, was the
guest speaker. Attendees represented Churches of Christ in
the Polish cities of Warsaw,
Wroclaw, Gdansk and Radom.

ROMANIA

Valea Stanciului — An average
of 86 children attended summer
Bible classes at the Church
of Christ in this southern
Romanian city, missionary
Harvey Starling reported.
Starling, of the Midway Church
of Christ in Madison, Ala., works
with seven churches in southern
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Nine nations represented at 49th Asia Mission Forum

Attendees at the 49th Asia Mission Forum crowd into a group photo during the five-day event. Churches of Christ in the
Philippines hosted the forum on Panglao Island in the province of Bohol.
More than 150 people attended, representing congregations in Singapore, Malaysia, Japan, India, New Zealand,
Myanmar, Vietnam, the U.S. and the Philippines. For the first time in its history, the forum was organized by non-Americans, said Gigie Carranza, a Filipino Christian and one of the coordinators. Guest speakers included Jay Jarboe, director
for church equipping for Texas-based Missions Resource Network; Ed Poblete, a Filipino minister in Ada, Okla., who
makes mission trips to his homeland; and Barrett Coffman, minister for the Southside Church of Christ in Lexington, Ky.
The 50th Asia Mission Forum is scheduled for summer 2011 in Chiang Mai, Thailand.
Romania. Last year 192 children
attended summertime Bible
classes at the seven congregations. This year the number rose
to 290. The Eastland, Texas,
Church of Christ provided funds
for the special classes.

RUSSIA

MOSCOW — Church members
from Moscow, St. Petersburg
and Kharkov, Ukraine, attended
a three-day workshop on
church planting movements
at a retreat center about one
hour from Russia’s capital. Phil
Jackson, facilitator for European
church planting for Texas-based
Missions Resource Network,
conducted the seminar.
“The church in Moscow seems
to be doing really well,” said

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

Gary Jackson, a former worker
in Russia, who attended the
seminar. “There is a strong core
of leaders, and they do a very
good job of guiding and feeding
the church.”

SLOVENIA

MARIBOR — Andrej and Nina
Lovse, graduates of the Zagreb
Bible Institute in Croatia, work
as evangelists to their native
Slovenia. The couple hosted their
first youth camp recently for 16
children from the Maribor area.
“Even those that openly
said they don’t believe in God
confessed that there is something greater here, something
that they have never seen or
experienced before,” Andrej
Lovse said. “It just takes my

FUNAFUTI, Tuvalu — In this
Polynesian paradise, children
play soccer on the runway of the
international airport — at least
when planes aren’t landing.
Missionary Robert Martin
spent nine days on the atoll
(a ring of coral encircling a
lagoon) of 4,490 souls in the
South Pacific nation of “timeless
Tuvalu.” He worked with a small
Church of Christ
and conducted
nightly Bible
studies at an
extension campus
of the University
of the South
Pacific. He also
distributed gospel Martin
tracts and Bible
correspondence courses.
About eight to 12 people
attended each study, Martin
said. The missionary taught
lessons from Ephesians about
“The beautiful body — church.”
“What a joy to see people who
are so eager to study and learn
more about the Bible,” Martin
said. The Forest Park Church
of Christ in Georgia supports
Martin’s work.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY Mladen Jovanovic

Slovenian Christians Andrej and
Nina Lovse with daughter Eva.

breath away how strong God was
working in these kids’ lives. ... I
am amazed — but at the same
time I am honored — to be a part
of a movement of God among the
young people of Slovenia.”

chaguanas — More than
2,000 people from across the
Caribbean, the U.S., Bermuda
and South America gathered
for Sunday worship as the 40th
annual Caribbean Lectureship
began.
“This was the largest gathering of Christians ever at the
Caribbean Lectureship in all its
40 years,” said Francis Yorke, a
minister from Jamaica.
“The Churches of Christ
in Trinidad and Tobago have
grown numerically and spiritually,” Yorke said, “and have
really impacted the Caribbean
and indeed the world.”
The next lectureship is scheduled for July 2011 on the island
of St. Lucia.
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ERIK TRYGGESTAD

More than 500 women from Churches of Christ in South Africa attended a Women’s Day event.

South African women encouraged,
mentored, challenged at conference
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa — Men, especially preachers, stayed plenty busy here
on Women’s Day.
Minister Chris Burke spent much
of the day transporting pots, pans and
people to and from a gathering of more
than 500 Christian women on the campus
of a Johannesburg school.
Members of his congregation, the Hilltop Church
of Christ, helped organize
the daylong conference.
Women’s Day, a public
holiday in South Africa,
commemorates a national
march of women in 1956
to petition against legisla- Manamela
tion that required them to
carry identification documents during the country’s apartheid era.
Many South African
women spend the holiday
attending political events,
said Florah Manamela,
a Hilltop member and
Lehutso Phaone of the organizers. A
hlamohlaka
few years ago, women in
Churches of Christ decided to use the
day to meet and discuss practical issues
that relate to their faith. Members from
Johannesburg, Soweto, Pretoria and
other cities attend — some from as far
as 60 miles away, Manamela said.
“The aim is to help each other … to
uplift, grow as Christians,” she said.

Mentoring is a key component of the
event, said Patricia Netshikweta, another
organizer. Participants broke into small
groups, where older women taught
the young. Married women taught the
singles and newly married.
The married women encouraged the
unmarried to seek Christian husbands,
Manamela said. They also talked about
the reality and danger of spousal abuse.
“We mustn’t stand for abuse,” she said.
Linky Phahlamohlaka, whose husband
preaches for the 20-member Refilwe
Church of Christ, said she enjoyed the
discussions of marriage and relationships with in-laws.
“The mothers were able to guide us
with the word of God,” she said.
The event included “some questions that ladies never ask,” said Maria
Moropa, a member of the Mamelodi
Church of Christ. “It challenged us.”
For example, “A lady is supposed to be
submissive,” Moropa said. But, “if she
ever preached the Gospel to an unbeliever, can she baptize that person?”
Younger women, including Hilltop
members Fhulufhelo Mudau and
Lehutso Phahlamohlaka, said the gathering encouraged them — even though
they spent most of it cooking for their
sisters in Christ.
“It brings us together,” Lehutso Phalamohlaka said. “We get to learn ... on our
own. Whoever has a question can ask.”
“There are so many denominations
around,” she added, and the event helps
“to keep us grounded.”
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CAMPAIGN: Church members take Gospel to entire W.Va. city, baptize 14
FROM PAGE 1

Nearly 250 campaign workers
from 13 states knocked every
door in Parkersburg and nearby
communities — 24,447 in all,
said Robert Reed, a deacon for
the North End Church of Christ
in Parkersburg.
The campaigners ranged from
11-year-old North End members
Camille Jones and Rebecca
Haguewood to 89-year-old Syble
West, the legally blind mother
of We Care Ministries director
Larry West.
“We just went around and
knocked on the doors and just
invited them to come,” said
Rebecca, who was baptized
at age 8. “Most of them were
really friendly.”
Said Camille, who was
baptized at age 9: “It wasn’t as
hard as I thought it would be. It
was actually a good experience
for me.”
Syble West, a member of the
Jackson Street Church of Christ
in Monroe, La., knocked doors
in the morning and afternoon.
“That’s like living and
breathing for her to be out there
sharing the Gospel,” said Reggie
Gardner, a We Care volunteer
and member of the Linder Road
Church of Christ in Meridian,
Idaho.

REVIVING OHIO VALLEY CHURCHES

This Ohio River city has lost
thousands of industrial jobs and
seen its population decline by
roughly 30 percent since the
1960s.
Like the community as a
whole, area Churches of Christ
have dealt — in many cases —
with shrinking numbers.
The idea for a citywide
campaign to revive area churches
and share the Gospel came
from Stephens, a deacon for the
Concord Road Church of Christ
in Brentwood, Tenn.
The Parkersburg native was
9 years old when he attended a
1967 gospel meeting by prominent evangelist Jimmy Allen at
the same field house.
But Stephens — and many
longtime Parkersburg church
members — never forgot that

BOBBY ROSS JR.

About 1,200 church members and visitors gather in the Parkersburg, W.Va.,
high school field house for the recent gospel meeting.
experience or the impact the
campaign made.
On the last night of Allen’s
eight-day meeting in 1967, 3,300
people filled the gymnasium.
“I remember the field house
was packed,” said Doreen
Kupfner, 56, a North End
member.
At age 13, Kupfner was among
98 people baptized that week.
Dozens more rededicated their
lives to Jesus, according to an
August 1967 news story in The
Christian Chronicle.
This time, Sanders, a speaker
for the Edmond, Okla.-based
“Search” program, preached for
four nights.
Chris Walker — grandson of
Jordanaires singer Ray Walker
and a student at Lipscomb
University in Tennessee — led
a cappella singing. Joe Wells,
editor of Kaio, a Focus Press
publication, tackled youth issues.
Fourteen new souls were

added to Christ — some in a
special baptismal tank built by
church members Mark Shockey
and Richard Engor and filled
with 1,100 gallons of water.
“It made all the sweat and
sawdust and everything worth
it,” Shockey said.
Months before the campaign,
organizers began running a
television commercial on NBC
affiliate WTAP, Parkersburg’s
only local station.
The “Search” program,
featuring Bible studies by Mack
Lyon and Sanders and singing by
the Edmond Church of Christ,
airs each Sunday on that station.
In the 30-second ad, which
appeared 578 times, Sanders
let viewers know that church
members would be coming to
their doors.
“The reasoning is, you don’t
want it to be a cold knock
on the door,” said Ken Long,
WTAP’s local sales manager

“Remember, 90-degree temperand a North End member.
atures without air-conditioning
Besides the North End
were a challenge, and we still
and Concord Road churches,
had two nights with over 1,100
participating congregations
people,” he added.
included the Camden Avenue
church in Parkersburg; the
Besides the dozen-plus
baptisms, numerous contacts
Grand Central church in Vienna,
were made, Stephens said.
W.Va.; the Hopewell church in
“Hundreds of Bible studies are
rural Wood County, W.Va.; the
ongoing,” he said.
Lubeck church in
The campaign
Washington, W.Va.;
‘We’ve witnessed
came on the heels
and the Rockport,
the church come of the 11th annual
W.Va., church.
Mid-Ohio Valley
Others were the
Rosemar church in together and people Work Camp orgaParkersburg; the
get up and want to nized by Churches
of Christ.
36th Street church
About 450 teenin Vienna; the New
work together.’
agers from 14
Matamoras, Ohio,
states gathered
church; the BarlowRon Riddle
in Parkersburg to
Vincent church
Elder, Camden Avenue Church of paint the homes of
in Vincent, Ohio;
Christ, Parkersburg, W.Va.
needy residents.
the Belpre, Ohio,
“I heard people
church; and the
say, ‘Hey, that renewed my faith
Mount Juliet, Tenn., church.
in the teenagers of America
“I wonder if the best thing
today,’” said Garner, the 36th
that won’t come from this …
Street elder. “So now, that’s
is just the tremendous coopcoupled with this, where we
eration of the churches,” said
went to the doors and we didn’t
Terry Garner, a 36th Street
use high pressure. We just said,
church elder.
‘Hey, we’re concerned about
Said Ron Riddle, a Camden
your souls.’
Avenue church elder: “We’ve
“I just can’t believe that we
witnessed the church come
won’t see ramifications from this
together and people get up
and a groundswell over the next
and want to work together. It’s
few months and even years.”
strengthened the brotherhood.”

DOORS OPENED TO BIBLE STUDY

For North End members Ray
and Karen Hoover, the 1967
meeting was memorable in more
ways than one: It’s where they
went on their first date.
Both recall that the field
house was packed, but they’re
quick to point out that times
were different.
“Everybody went to church
back then, you know?” Karen
Hoover said.
Crowds averaged more than
2,500 per night at the 1967 event.
This time, the meeting drew an
average of 970 people.
“The numbers were excellent,
considering the declines in the
population and membership at
some churches,” said Stephens,
who hopes the Parkersburg
approach can become a prototype
for campaigns in other cities.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Camille Jones and Rebecca
Haguewood, both 11, knocked
doors during the campaign.
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Christians repair homes, play with children and plant churches

PHOTO PROVIDED

Homes like this one are typical in the colonias. Pharr church missions
coordinator Craig Cooper said residents pay cash and build as they’re able.
FROM PAGE 1

He pays attention to their lives,
taking notes about who might
need urgent help, how many
children he sees and whether
conditions appear stable.
The invisible people include
migrant workers, young families
and the elderly, all living in ramshackle neighborhoods known
as colonias. Nearly 100 percent
Hispanic, about half the population lives in poverty.
The ministry focuses on
planting churches and making
living conditions better — and
safer — for the residents of
Las Milpas and other border
communities.
From middle school students
to retirees, up to 25 short-term
mission groups from Churches
of Christ in Texas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas and Kentucky annually donate sweat to the cause.
In an election year, as politicians wrangle over immigration
bills, border patrol standards
and keeping people out, Cooper
maintains a different focus.
“We steer away from those
type of questions,” he said.
“That’s not what we’re here for.”

A DISADVANTAGED POPULATION

El Paraiso.
In English, it means heaven.
However, the colonia north
of Alton, Texas, that bears that
name falls short of paradise —
at least visually.
Such is the case with many of
Hidalgo County’s 962 colonias:

The attractive, inviting names
are a stark contrast to the living
quarters themselves.
“The people that live in colonias are … among the most
disadvantaged population in
the state of Texas,” said Lionel
Lopez, executive director of the
South Texas Colonia Initiative.
“These communities are often
built on pipelines, oil waste pits
and/or oil and gas operations.”
On a recent 100-degree day,
Jacob Arnold, 13, climbed atop
a 6-foot ladder, balanced a tray
of primer on a middle rung and
dipped his roller into it.
The house he and six others
were painting on a sticky day in
Alton was much different from
his own in an affluent suburb
of Houston.
The wood was
rotting away in
places. Iron bars
concealed the
windowpanes.
But Arnold
and other painters from the
Cooper
Memorial Church
of Christ in Houston said they
were excited about transforming
the exterior of a house belonging
to a wheelchair-bound man and
his extended family.
“I’m envisioning it finished and
how nice it will look and how
proud they’ll be of it,” Arnold
said as he wiped sweat from his
forehead and took a quick drink
of cool water. “That’s what’s
keeping me going.”

TAMIE ROSS

Teen participants Kellan Munden, Shawn Turner and Shelton Gabriel work with counselor Emily Pence atop a roof.

TAMIE ROSS

Five-year-old Betcyda waits for her
turn at Vacation Bible School.

TAMIE ROSS

Memorial church youth group members Collin Deister, 12, kneeling, and
Tyron Trimont, 14, blow bubbles with children during an outdoor activity.

‘WE HAD NO IDEA THESE AREAS EXISTED’
Built starting in the 1950s,
early colonia developments had
no potable water or sewer systems, electricity, paved roads,
drainage or sanitation. Living
conditions were primitive, and
disease was prevalent.
Because the residents lacked a
political voice and many wanted
to remain unnoticed for immigration reasons, they endured the
conditions, Lopez said, largely
unseen by the government.
Until 1983, that is.
On Christmas Eve 1983, the
colonias made headlines when
a deadly freeze hit the normally
mild Valley area.
Temperatures plummeted to
the mid-teens. Many in the colonias lived in structures with no
insulation or heat.
At the time, Cooper, his wife,
Janet, and their two small children worshiped in McAllen, the

largest city in Hidalgo County.
A fellow church member called
the day after Christmas, asking
if their congregation could do
anything for their neighbors to
the south.
The Coopers and three other
couples from the church —
Philip and Gaye Bailey, Dean
and Alita Bagley and Steve and
Dene Burton — collected dozens of blankets and drove to the
Las Milpas community.
Philip Bailey said the group
initially worked with local
Roman Catholic leaders, farmers’ union representatives and
area politicians to identify and
help the poorest families.
“People not half an hour away
(from where we lived) were
struggling for life, struggling
for food,” said Bailey, now an
elder at the Memorial church.
“The freeze triggered a reality check about this area down

here,” Cooper said. “I mean, we
lived in middle class areas near
McAllen. We had no idea these
areas existed, just 20 miles
away from us.”
The disaster relief initiated
by the church became a fullfledged mission effort over
the next few years. Partnering
with larger congregations, the
church brought in workers and
donations and began hosting
short-term mission groups to
serve in the colonias.
Those initial efforts in the community of Las Milpas led to the
planting of the first church in the
area, in 1986. The core group of
families purchased an unfinished
home on a colonia lot for $15,000
and began having Bible classes
for adults in the front yard and
children in the back.
That first church plant, in time,
birthed 17 others on both sides
of the border. Additionally, the
South Texas School of Preaching
and Biblical Studies was founded.
“We had to have a spiritual
presence,” said Cooper, who
exchanged his banking career
and for full-time ministry work
in 1997. “We needed Spanishspeaking churches, neighbor-

hood churches, that could be
self-sustaining. We’ve been
very strategic about planting
churches.”

NEW FAITH IN A NEW HOME

When 12-year-old Marisol
Gomez kissed her father and
two sisters goodbye in 1990,
she knew two things. First,
they were leaving Mexico City
without her to go to the United
States to find work. And second,
they were doing so illegally.
Two months later, the girl
and her mother were reunited
with the rest of the family in a
colonia near Alton. On the same
day, they learned about the
Church of Christ
from Dean and
Alita Bagley.
“When we
got here, the
Bagley family
was waiting
for us,” Gomez
said, “And Alita Gomez
enrolled us
immediately in school.”
Gomez struggled through
her courses. Determined to
learn English on her own, she
began writing down words from
school that she didn’t know,
looked up their meanings and
forced herself to use them in
everyday conversations.
When she was 14, she followed her mother and sisters’
examples and was immersed

for forgiveness of her sins. Her
father was baptized afterward.
“The only thing I wanted to do
was please God,” Gomez said.
“That I was illegal was a barrier.”
Now a U.S. citizen, Gomez is
raising two children, Shari and
Enoc, with husband Ruben. The
family worships and teaches at
the Alton church, where Ruben
Gomez serves as youth minister.
A graduate of the School of
Biblical Studies, Marisol Gomez
is working toward a degree in
psychology. The couple plans to
continue working in marriage
counseling and ministry and
remain in the Alton area.
“God is the most important
person in my life,” Marisol
Gomez said. “He dragged me
out of a world of violence and
poverty to a whole new life that I
will not give away for anything.”

‘THERE IS NO PLACE ELSE LIKE IT’

In the 26 years since it began,
the ministry has grown from
a small-scale relief effort to an
organized, all-encompassing
outreach plan.
On any given week, workers
can be seen scraping old paint
on a home in one of the colonias
in preparation for a fresh coat.
This particular day, a crew
of workers from the Memorial
church spent the sizzling summer morning atop a roof, layering paper and shingles. After
a shower and a quick lunch

prepared by much-appreciated
adult volunteers from the
church, teenage boys hoisted
timid Vacation Bible School
participants onto their backs for
rides.
Mike Avery, youth minister at
Memorial, looked on, smiling.
He has made this trip for 10
years and likes nothing better
than to see the junior high and
high school students he sponsors embrace the children he
has grown to love.
“There is no place else like
it,” Avery said of the areas and
people innorvolved in the Pharr
congregation’s mission. “That
we get to come be a part of this
and serve here is the highlight
of our year, every single year.”
Soon, the work here will go
mobile: A renovated trailer will
house a traveling dental clinic
that will spend one weekend
each month near one of the
planted churches.
That’s quite an undertaking
for the church in Pharr — a
congregation with just 90
members.
“God keeps blessing us.
That’s how we do it,” said Wade
Welch, one of three elders at
Pharr along with Cooper and
Dale Fielder. “Craig brought
this work when he joined us
here, but we have many congregations that help us out. It’s a
work that we all love and we’re
proud of what we’ve got going.”

TAMIE ROSS

Alan Pence, a member of the Memorial church in Houston, bows his head
during a Lord’s Supper prayer at the Alton, Texas, church.

‘THEY WORK WITH WHAT THEY’VE GOT’

The last group of the summer
has left, and Cooper is pleased.
Three new houses have most
or all of their exterior work
finished. Dozens of others
have been painted or repaired.
Several successful VBS sessions
are a parade of pictures and
happy memories for the visitors
and the workers alike.
People have been touched.
“I would classify those who live
here as poor but industrious,”
Cooper said, stopping to take a
bite of spicy grilled chicken, rice

and tortillas prepared for a group
of workers by the women of the
Alton church. “They work with
what they’ve got.”
Cooper said that God has
done the same, only with him.
How else might you explain how
a real-estate lender who still
doesn’t speak a word of Spanish
and didn’t know his neighbors
existed was led into the heart of
a Hispanic ministry, he asked?
“When I get to feeling sorry
for myself, I just drive around
here for a little bit,” he said. “It
doesn’t last for long.”
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PULPIT MINISTER WANTED
Northgate Church of Christ in Phoenix, Arizona, is currently looking for a
pulpit minister who has at least three years of experience with Church of Christ
congregations, is dedicated to the accurate presentation of Scripture. He must
be a family man with a desire to teach. Personal evangelism is necessary, and he
must have successfully brought souls to Christ, baptizing them into the Lord.
Northgate is a wonderful congregation with approximately 100 members. We
are a traditional Church of Christ believing in baptism, and a cappella worship.
If you feel that you satisfy the above requirements and might like to work with
us, please send your resume, personal and professional references as well as a
video or audio copy of one of your sermons to:
Northgate Church of Christ, 16612 N. 21st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85023
or northgatechurchofchrist@cox.net
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Park Plaza
Church of Christ,
Tulsa, Okla.
Location: Metro Tulsa, south of
Interstate 44.
WEBSITE: www.parkplaza.org.
MINISTERS: Pulpit minister Mitch
Wilburn, associate minister Ed Mosier,
children’s minister Will Spoon, youth
minister Aaron Loney, youth minister
Jay Mack, Hispanic minister Francisco
Davila, deaf minister and counselor
Carl Moore, college minister David
Skidmore, Celebrate Recovery coordinator Ryan Pope, counselor Kevin Nieman
and worship leader Keith Lancaster.
ELDERS: Bill Bequette, Craig Loney,
Charles Mahaffey, Gary Medley, Don
Millican, Jack Reese, Joe Reese and
Roy Riggs.

ABOUT THE SERIES

The Christian Chronicle launched Churches
That Work in 2005. The staff consulted the
Faith Communities Today (FaCT) study, an
examination of the character and vitality of
religious congregations
in the United States.
Churches That Work
should be: evangelistic,
reaching the unchurched
at home or abroad;
biblical, making Bible
instruction central to their
mission; united, possessing a spirit of internal vitality; and visible,
known and appreciated for service in their
community. Read the complete series online
at www.christianchronicle.org.

LYNN McMILLON
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More than 300 members of the Park Plaza church participate in an annual, two-day “Crossing Paths” all-church retreat on the shores of Lake Hudson.

Growing where God leads
PARK PLAZA CHURCH credits divine guidance, not strategic plans, for its wave of recent growth.
BY JOY McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

TULSA, Okla.

rom outside, the stately,
colonial-style building
at East 51st Street and
Sheridan looks much the
same as it did when built
in 1966.
But inside, the Park Plaza
Church of Christ has changed
substantially. Since 2005, attendance is up nearly 50 percent.
About 1,200 people attend each
Sunday. Leaders said that the
church has a heightened interest
in missions and a new zeal for
reaching the lost its community.
“Their outreach to us was
huge,” member Joe Hough said.
“They opened their arms from
the very beginning.”
Hough, a 29-year-old petro-

leum engineer, found out about
the church after a friend, Brent
LaBiche, invited him to join a
volleyball team.
Several Park Plaza members
played on the team. The
Christians were kind, took the
time to get to know him and
didn’t pressure him to come to
worship, Hough said. Soon, he
and his wife, Katy, visited the
church. Nine months ago, after
a Bible study at LaBiche’s house,
they were baptized.
Park Plaza’s growth isn’t the
result of a far-reaching, allencompassing strategy, agreed
upon after months of surveys
and committee meetings.
“Intentionally, we don’t have a
strategic plan,” said Don Millican,
one of the congregation’s eight
elders. “What we try our best

to do is discern where God is
leading us. Then we try to follow
and help facilitate his plans.
“It was a learning experience to witness what God was
doing here and not get ahead
of him,” Millican
said. “We would
never have
planned what has
happened during
the past five
years. ... God did
this.”

STAYING PUT

Millican

One of the things God did
was grow the church in spite of
its location and facilities, elders
said. The church building is near
the geographic center of Tulsa, a
former oil boom town that today
has more than 1 million souls in

its metropolitan statistical area.
A few years ago, the landlocked church was outgrowing
its 850-seat auditorium.
Church members considered
a move southward, into a rapidly
growing suburb filled with
affluent housing developments.
But that move would have
required millions of dollars for a
larger piece of land and a bigger,
megachurch-style building.
The elders decided it was best
to remain where they were and
move to two worship services.
“It was a gut-wrenching decision,” said elder Bill Bequette.
“But we really felt the Lord was
calling us to use our building to
its capacity.”
As a result, Park Plaza has had
no building debt for 10 years.
CONTINUED
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Nearly 1,200 people attend the two Sunday morning worship services in Park Plaza’s 850-seat auditorium. In its nearly 45-year
history, the church has remodeled its auditorium and classrooms to accommodate growth.
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‘We used to spend a lot of time talking about
bricks and mortar, paint and parking lots, but
we decided to spend the majority of our time
dealing with people, not things.’

‘We are sensitive to the changing demographic
we serve, including foreign nationals.
God is truly blessing us as we make a feeble
attempt to bless others.’

— Craig Loney, elder

— Ed Mosier, associate minister

LYNN McMILLON

The order of worship for the hearing
impaired service at the Park Plaza church.

LYNN McMILLON

Minister Francisco Davila conducts the
Spanish-language worship service.

LYNN McMILLON

Mitch Wilburn shares the Gospel with the Park Plaza church, where he has served as a
minister for 20 years. He became pulpit minister in 2005.

LYNN McMILLON

Deaf minister Lewis Perry signs for the hearing impaired worship at Park Plaza. Services
are conducted in the newly-remodeled Ministry Center.

Empowering members to do ministry has led to increased interest in missions, abroad and locally, church leaders say
CONTINUED

Even with two services, the church
was outgrowing its limited classroom,
office and parking space. The elders
decided to wait and see how the Lord
might address the challenge. And
they believe he has.
Earlier this year, they signed a
five-year lease on a 39,000-square-foot
space in a neighboring strip mall,
where a large furniture store went
out of business. Newly remodeled,
the facility houses all the church
offices, the campus ministry, the
counseling ministry, clothing and
furniture ministries and worship
services for Spanish speakers and the
hearing impaired.

EMPOWERING MEMBERS

The decision not to move allowed
elders to concentrate on the people
they serve.

“We used to spend a lot of time
talking about bricks and mortar, paint
and parking lots,” elder Craig Loney
said. “But we decided to spend the
majority of our time dealing with
people, not things.”
The elders have tried to empower
deacons and church members.
Ministry leaders have budgets,
spend money and make decisions
without micromanagement by the
elders, Loney said.
Millican, who also serves as
chairman of the board of trustees at
Oklahoma Christian University in
Oklahoma City, said that empowering
leaders has created a sense of ownership in the church’s ministries.
“People feel empowered if they
have a passion for something and
they can do it,” Millican said. “We
have people running around everywhere involved in ministry.”

Coordinating all the ministries
through the church office can be a
challenge at times, he acknowledged.
“It’s controlled chaos.”

MISSIONS-MINDED

Through the chaos, church members
show a renewed interest in missions,

DONNA MILLICAN

Children gather Easter eggs at the Park
Plaza church’s annual Eggstravaganza.

pulpit minister Mitch Wilburn said.
“What we are trying to get our
people to see is that ... missions is
not something you do,” he said. “It is
something you are.”
When Sowing for Eternity — a
one-day contribution for the missions
budget — began five years ago,
leaders estimated the offering would
be $100,000, five times the weekly
contribution. To their surprise, the
missions contribution was $330,000.
“That blew everyone away and
changed everything,” Wilburn said.
Involvement in short-term missions
has mushroomed. In 2009, 25 to 30
Park Plaza teams — made up of 320
adults and their children — traveled
to 13 foreign countries and 11 U.S.
cities.
The church also supports more
than 50 full-time missionaries in such
places as Honduras, Panama, Brazil

and South Africa, said Jamie Sweeney,
missions coordinator assistant.
In March, the annual missions
offering exceeded $750,000. Texasbased Missions Resource Network
presented the church with the
Antioch Award for Congregational
Excellence in World Missions.
Sweeney, a veteran of nine shortterm mission trips since 2005, said
the opportunity to share her faith in
foreign countries has changed her life.
“I feel more compelled to share my
faith and build relationships here at
home,” she said. Husband Patrick
and daughters Emily and Erin have
accompanied her on trips to Ukraine,
Peru and Croatia.

Park Plaza’s children’s program,
directed by Will Spoon, has become
a family-based, relational ministry in
which parents and kids work together
on service projects.
“Our children’s ministry ... looks a
lot like youth ministry,” said Spoon,
now in his 19th year as a children’s

NEW ZEAL FOR LOCAL OUTREACH

As members return from shortterm missions, they find new ways to
serve their community.

DONNA MILLICAN

Jessica Hendricks talks with a student at
the church’s annual Pumpkin Patch event.

minister. “All of it is designed to
model what an active Christian life is
like and how to live.”
The children’s ministry hosts
Park Plaza’s two largest community
outreach events.
Each spring the church’s
Eggstravaganza egg hunt draws
about 2,500 people.
In the fall, members decorate their
cars and hand out snacks during
Trunk of Treats. The Halloween
alternative and carnival attracts
nearly 3,000 people.
“Many members bring their friends
to give them a positive contact with
the church,” Spoon said.
Church members include an invitation to attend services with any items
they distribute. Church members also
make sure to greet the guests who
attend services and follow up with
notes and phone calls.

Each October, the church sponsors Pumpkin Patch, a fundraiser for
nearby Francis Scott Key Elementary
School. The school serves many
underprivileged children, and the
annual pumpkin sale brings in more
than $2,000 for the school.
“What they are doing for us is
beyond description,” Neal Pasco,
the school’s principal, said of the
church. When the 2010-2011 school
budgets were cut, Key lost funds for
field trips. Pasco will use the donated
money to reinstate them.
“Our kids don’t get to go many
places, and we think this is so important,” he said.
As the economy flags, Tulsa officials have closed several recreational
centers. The church offers its facilities to local groups for meetings.
“Our buildings are used every day
and night of the week,” associate

minister Ed Mosier said.
Members offer FriendSpeak, a
program that uses the Bible to help
non-native speakers improve their
English skills.
Asians and Muslims are among
those studying with church members
in the program.
“We are sensitive to the changing
demographic we serve, including
foreign nationals,” Mosier said. “God
is truly blessing us as we make a
feeble attempt to bless others.”
Wilburn said he is grateful for the
impact Christians are making on
Tulsa. Still, one of the biggest challenges facing the church is how to
strike a balance between doing good
and spreading the Gospel.
“As we clothe and feed people, we
understand the priority of also sharing that which is eternal — the gospel
message,” he said.
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QUADS: Church shows ‘what love truly is’
FROM PAGE 3

About a year later, a friend introduced
him to the Church of Christ.
He enrolled in the World Bible School
correspondence course and was baptized at age 14. A few years later, he
scored high on university entrance
exams and began studying accounting.
He met Ose on a door-knocking gospel
campaign. They both earned accounting
degrees with top honors. In February
2005, Ose was baptized in the Nigerian
capital, Abuja, where Aburime took a
banking job.
Seven months later, they married.

A JOURNEY OF FAITH TO GEORGIA

Ten months after their wedding, the
Ehimares had their first child, Chavela,
which means “God’s promise.” They
started planning for a second child. Ose
miscarried three times.
The couple prayed and waited.
Then came the joyous news that Ose
was pregnant with twins. But that joy
turned to shock — and fear — on subsequent medical checkups when doctors
found a third, and then a fourth, fetus.
Soon, Ose began having seizures and
fainting spells, her husband said. She
would need medical care outside of
Nigeria to survive the pregnancy.
The couple sent letters to foreign embassies, requesting a medical visa. None
replied. Four elders of their congregation,
the Kado-Abuja Church of Christ, prayed
and fasted. One of them, Peter Egure, contacted friends in the government. Soon,
Ose had permission to enter the U.S.
The couple sold a car and a piece of
land to afford the trip to America.
Aburime’s job forced him to stay in
Nigeria as his wife, 24 weeks pregnant,
boarded a plane. It was her first trip outside the country, and her only contact
was a former college mate in Snellville
who had agreed to house her.
Meanwhile, Nigerian church members
contacted friends in the U.S. and told
them about the Ehimares. Members of
the Southern Hills Church of Christ in
Abilene, Texas, contacted the Northlake
church about the couple, Wiseman said.
“We were touched by the story of this
woman, all alone in a foreign country,
pregnant with quadruplets,” he said.
On July 27, three Northlake members
— Susan Tippins, Carol Cherry and
Julie Clinebell — met Ose and promised
her that the church would do whatever it
could to assist her.
A few hours later, Ose went into labor.

Denise Johnson

Alyssa, Valencia, Noah and Bibiana Ehimare.

The babies were born the next day.
“Were these sisters expecting my wife
to deliver?” Aburime asked. “Were they
led by the star in Mathew 2:9?”
Soon, the three “wise women,” as
Aburime called them, were joined by
many more. When Aburime arrived in
Atlanta three days after the births,
Northlake members were busy buying
diapers, arranging transportation and
signing up to volunteer as baby rockers.

MUTUAL BLESSINGS

The quadruplets likely will stay in
Georgia through October. The smallest
was one ounce under three pounds at
birth. At press time, two of the babies
were still in the hospital but were expected to be released soon. Their big sister
Chavela “loves babies and is very excited
to know she will be having four younger
ones to play with,” her father said.
Aburime returned to Nigeria on Aug.
28 to resume work. Northlake members
Jeff and Cathy Hendrick converted their
basement into a baby nursery.
Northlake recently hosted a baby shower for the family, and members purchased
car seats and strollers. The church
regards the Ehimares as “an incredibly
courageous and faithful family,” said
Northlake member Denise Johnson.
“They have blessed Northlake in ways
we are just beginning to understand,”
Johnson said.
Ose Ehimare said she and her husband are overwhelmed by the church’s
kindness.
“We look forward to being able to give
back to the church someday,” she said.
“My husband and I have learned ... about
what love truly is from this congregation,
and we hope to share that same love with
others that may come our way.
“This congregation has made me a
very happy mother.”
KEEP UP WITH THE QUADS at osebabies.blogspot.com.
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Chimala Mission, a 48-year-old
ministry in East Africa, needs:
•An on-site administrator.
• American doctors and nurses
to work at the mission’s 120-bed
hospital.

RiverWalk Church of Christ
in downtown Wichita, Kan., is
searching for a Youth Minister
for about 35 teens. Our church
is very service minded and our
teens represent about 12 different
middle and high schools.
Degree and/or three to five
years of experience and married
preferred.
E-mail resume with references
and details of at least one
impactful event or activity you
have planned and executed with
teens by 10/15/10 to:

• Experienced Bible teachers
for short- and long-term assignments.
• Schoolteachers capable
of training local teachers and
launching a school.
• Workers to paint and repair
buildings and equipment.
For more information, contact Bill
Stinson at billyb.stinson@gmail.com
or Randy Gray at chimalarandy@att.
net or (817) 319-7936.

scott.ramsey@
riverwalkchurchofchrist.org

NEED A BUS?
Call

Clearance Sale!

Call for a complete
list of our
Best Priced Buses!

Carpenter
BUS SALES
going the extra mile since 1953

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to see over
100 New & Used Buses in Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180
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harles Branch Sr. has dedicated much
of his life to the study of the human
brain — its hemispheres, lobes, folds
and synapses. But his mind and soul
belong to God.
Branch, an elder of the MacArthur Park
Church of Christ in San Antonio, retired in 2004
after a 40-year career in academic and neurosurgical practice. He was a clinical associate
professor at the University of Texas Health
Science Center in San Antonio.
The Center for BrainHealth at the University
of Texas in Dallas established an award to
honor Branch. The Charles L. Branch Brain
Health Award will recognize annually a person who has made an extraordinary contribution to the field of neuroscience.
Branch married Sylvia Boswell of Lakeland,
Fla., in 1953. They raised four sons and a daughter, all active Christians. Charles Jr., married to
Lesa Williams, is chairman of the Department of
Neurosurgery at Wake Forest University. Warren,
married to Melissa Weatherred, is a dentist in
San Antonio. Daniel, married to Stacey Salvino,
is a Texas state legislator and attorney. Alfred,
married to Judy Lovejoy, is president of Moriah
Real Estate Company in Midland, Texas. Cynthia,
married to Dr. Donald Adams, is an educator
and mother of six children. The Branches have
18 grandchildren.
Since 1994 Charles Branch has been active
in medical missions, traveling regularly to
Nigeria, Haiti and Guyana. He also enjoys
ranching, golf and sailing.

How has your practice of medicine
related to your Christian faith?
In 1946 I began pre-med training at
David Lipscomb College and met several
faculty role models including Batsell
Barrett Baxter, J.P. Sanders, Willard
Collins, Ira North, Earl West, B.C. Goodpasture and Athen Clay Pullias.
They had risen to the height of education in their respective fields and had
remained faithful Christians. They were
excellent Bible scholars, teachers and
ministers. Their examples helped me to
develop a Christian worldview that the
great, creative God has revealed himself
to us through his word and through the
life, teachings, death and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
This worldview also includes the

Patricia Belch

Dr. Charles Branch Sr., granddaughter Leslie Branch Groves, a senior medical school student at
Wake Forest University, and son Dr. Charles Branch Jr. at Nigerian Christian Hospital.

A conversation with

Dr. Charles Branch Sr.
CHRISTIAN neurosurgeon on faith, medicine and raising children.
strong belief that the best definition of
higher education is a search for truth —
and God is the source of all truth.
I believe that Christians have nothing
to fear from scientific discovery. The
true scientist has no reason to scorn
anyone with Christian faith. This view
only increased during the 40 years that I
practiced neurological surgery.
Why did you choose neurosurger y?
While working on a degree in
psychology in my pre-med years at
Vanderbilt University, I developed an
interest in the function of the brain
and nervous system. In my medical
school years at Vanderbilt, I followed
this interest in what was going on in the
department of neurosurgery. Later I
studied under and practiced with Theodore Rassmussen of the University of
Chicago and world-famous neurosurgeon
Wilder Penfield at the Montreal Neurological Institute for 15 years.
What role has your Christian faith
played in your medical practice?
My Christian faith always has played a
very important role in my life and medical
practice. I always considered that my
first priority was being a disciple of Jesus

Christ, followed by my family and then
being a surgeon.
I tried to treat patients as I would want
to be treated. I always took time to listen
carefully to their personal and medical
history and to discuss my diagnostic
recommendations or surgical intervention with them in a way they could understand or ask questions.
I always tried to stay on the cutting
edge of my profession and to deliver
the best treatment that was possible.
Over the years I developed a philosophy
that I would always tell the truth, but in
words that would not be frightening or
disturbing. I never used the words “brain
cancer,” and I never predicted how long
a patient had to live.
How did you and your wife raise five
faithful children while going through
the rigors of your medical career?
Sylvia and I grew up in Christian
homes that, for two or three generations,
had been active leaders in the Lord’s
church. We decided to raise our family
in the same way. We believed that if, in
the early formative years, we could help
establish principles of love and respect
for God and his teachings, obedience
and respect for the authority of parents
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and adults, then they would carry this
training into their later life.
We also tried to instill a good work ethic
in our children and encouraged them to
always be dependable by doing their best
— no matter what the task.
Living in Canada during part of my
training, we were in a mission field, and
our children learned the importance of
the church. Our children knocked doors
on campaigns, stuffed letters to raise
funds for a building, took neighbors
to Vacation Bible School and invited
visitors into our home. We insisted that
they attend Christian universities and
promised to put them through graduate
school at a university of their choice.
Sylvia also read daily Bible stories to the
children, and we always tried to be very
active in the church as a family, making its
activities and worship a priority.
What appeals to you in doing medical
mission work in Haiti and Nigeria?
Medical missionary work appeals to
me because I feel that I am personally
carrying out the Lord’s Great Commission and the great commandment to love
our neighbors as ourselves.
In Nigeria, we always began the day with
a devotional in the outpatient waiting room
in the hospital where many patients come
to wait to be seen by the doctors. We,
as medical missionaries, gave sermons.
Before patients were given sedation, the
surgeon led a prayer with the team and
the patient. At night we made rounds, and
patients often showed their appreciation
by singing to us.
The trips to Guyana and Haiti included
teaching and preaching along with
medical clinics. This type of mission work
is a blessing both for the doctor and the
patient. It is doing what the Lord has
asked us to do.
What advice would you give to young
Christian physicians?
I would remind them that they are
receiving or have received one of the best
medical educations offered in the history
of mankind. And the Bible teaches that “to
whom much is given much is required.”
Therefore, plan to spend some time in
medical mission work to a Third World
country. If you go once, you will go again.
I advise every young Christian physician
to develop a strong Christian world view. I
believe that they should always carry out
their medical practice as a Christian and
never allow their practice to prevent them
from regular attendance and active leadership in the Lord’s church.
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COUNSELOR

HOUSE PARENTS
Hope Harbor Children’s Home & Family Ministries
will have a house parent position opening up in the
coming months.
Hope Harbor is seeking a house parent couple
who are faithful members of the Church of Christ to
work in a cottage with six young teens.
Hope Harbor hires both husband and wife with a
competitive salary, providing meals, room and board,
utilities, medical coverage and a generous amount
of time off. Supervision and training are provided to
equip couples who are interested in becoming part
of this work.

Hope Harbor Children’s Home & Family
Ministries has an opening for a master’s level
counselor. Hope Harbor is expanding its
services to include off-site counseling. These
services will be provided under Hope Harbor’s
supervision, but will be offered out of offices in
church settings.
Successful applicants will have a master’s degree
in counseling, social work, or a related field, and
will have excellent communication skills.
All counseling will be short-term and focused on
the needs of children and families.
Additional responsibilities will involve providing
parent training workshops. Content and training
for these workshops will be provided.
As this ministry will take place in offices made
available by Churches of Christ, and in direct
collaboration with church leadership, qualified
applicants must be members of the Church of
Christ and comfortable working in this setting.

For more information, call Ralph Richardson at (918) 343-0003, ext. 230, or e-mail
Ralph@hopeharborinc.org.

Walnut Church of Christ
in Texarkana, Texas,
celebrates her
90th Anniversary
October 2-3, 2010.
Come join us for
homecoming activities!
For more information call
903-223-0388
or e-mail
wcoc@windstream.net
www.walnutchurchofchrist.net
Stop Declining

GROW / Save Souls
www.

N o E xcuse E vangelism !

NewsletterEvangelism
714.523.2435

.com

‘I highly recommend this powerful
evangelism tool.’ — J.J. Turner
‘It works when tried.’ — Stafford North

‘Don’t knock it if you have not
tried it.’ — Flavil Yeakley
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CAMPUS MINISTRY UNITED

For this team, God is No. 1

TULSA, Okla. — Campus Ministry United
has hired its first full-time employees:
Lynn and Carol Stringfellow, longtime campus ministers for the Bay Area
Church of Christ in Tampa, Fla.
The Stringfellows plan to move to
Tulsa, where the Park Plaza Church of
Christ will sponsor their effort to plant
campus ministries nationwide.
“Carol and I are excited and humbled
to be taking this step of faith,” Lynn
Stringfellow said.

PRATTVILLE, Ala. — To say Prattville
Christian Academy coach Grey Powell
has taken the football team by storm
doesn’t do justice to the idiom’s definition
of rapid and overwhelming success.
Powell has blown through with the force
of a spiritual hurricane, The Montgomery
Advertiser reported.
Coming off a 3-27 stretch, the team won
seven games last season. The roster, down
to 13 players when the 2008 season ended,
now tops 50. And Powell told the newspaper that none of it would be possible
without putting God first. “The more like
Christ we are, the better football player
they will be,” the coach said.
Prattville Christian Academy is associated with Churches of Christ.

RED WOLVES FOR CHRIST

JONESBORO, Ark. — About 80 alumni and
friends gathered recently at Arkansas
State University to reconnect and learn
more about the new direction and organization of the Red Wolves for Christ
campus ministry.
Formerly known as the Church of
Christ Student Center, Red Wolves for
Christ has existed at Arkansas State since
the mid-1960s.
Besides the name change, oversight
of the ministry has shifted from the
Southwest Church of Christ to an autonomous board of trustees.
Chris Buxton returned to his alma
mater to become the Red Wolves for
Christ director.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
MOUNTAIN STATES CHILDREN’S HOME

LONGMONT, Colo. — Minister and former
National Football League player Willie
Franklin addressed more than 300 guests
at the home’s recent 50th anniversary
celebration.
Members of the Elmer Richards and
John Lewis families were present to
revisit the legacy of service to children
and families that their fathers began.
“If it wasn’t for the home, I would be
dead, in jail or on drugs,” said Ricky
Greene, who turned 22 in August. “When
I refer to my family, I speak of you guys
(Mountain States Children’s Home).”

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
CROWLEY’S RIDGE COLLEGE

PARAGOULD, Ark. — The college has a new
$257,000 student center with zero debt,
thanks to a $63,000 Mabee Foundation
challenge grant gift and other donations.
The 3,080-square-foot facility houses a
student lounge, recreational equipment,
concession area and bathrooms.

GERALD EWING, ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

‘Outlive your life,’ new ACU president urges students

Royce Money, left, presents a Bible to Phil Schubert at Schubert’s recent inauguration as the 11th
president of Abilene Christian University in Texas. Money, who served as ACU’s president for 19 years,
stepped down at the end of the last academic year, assuming a new role as chancellor. A near-capacity
crowd attended ACU’s 105th opening assembly and the inauguration at Moody Coliseum. Schubert, a
1991 ACU graduate, encouraged the nearly 5,000 students to “outlive your life” and learn to make a real
difference in the world. He gave examples of those who embody the attributes of servant leadership.

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

LUBBOCK, Texas — As nearly 400 freshmen
arrived on campus this fall, LCU President
Ken Jones and other faculty and staff
members greeted them and helped move
their belongings into residence halls.
Faculty and staff helping with move-in
day is a long-standing tradition at LCU and
some other Christian universities.
“Freshmen move-in day is always
an exciting time at Lubbock Christian
University,” Jones said.
“LCU employees make a tremendous
effort to be involved in the lives of students.
This is one of many opportunities to begin
establishing a relationship with our new
students.”

PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

MALIBU, Calif. — Pepperdine recently dedicated the Churches of Christ Heritage
Center — a repository of books, documents, photographs, Christian periodicals,
congregational histories, archival materials and artifacts of Churches of Christ
and the Stone-Campbell Movement.

YORK COLLEGE

YORK, Neb. — About 25 York alumni and
friends spent three days prepping the
campus for the school year. “Work Days,”
coordinated by Scott and Lisa Eckman,
focused on Gurganus Hall, although volunteers helped with small repairs, painting,
landscaping and cleanup all over campus.

RACHEL BRACKINS

Prattville Christian Academy player Andrew
Brackins baptizes junior Edward Todd Jr.

MINISTRY TRAINING SCHOOLS

MELANESIAN BIBLE COLLEGE

LAE, Papua New Guinea — Four couples and
a single preacher completed the threeyear program at Melanesian Bible College
recently.
The college trains Christians from rural
villages in this developing nation, north of
Australia. Most return to their villages to
preach. The college’s faculty and board of
directors are Papua New Guinea nationals.
Jab Mesa is headmaster of the college. His
wife, Becky, teaches classes for women at
the college.
The Highland Church of Christ in
Cordova, Tenn., supports the work.

26

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PARTNERS

OCTOBER 2010

Oklahoma Christian students drill wells in Rwanda

L.J. LITTLEJOHN

Students from Oklahoma Christian University in Oklahoma City work at a water-well drilling site in
Rwanda. The students, whose nonprofit group is called Rwandans4Water, flew to Rwanda to drill
water wells in 15 communities. A unique aspect of the summer project was the involvement of
Rwandan presidential scholars who are studying at Oklahoma Christian, organizers said.

Institute for Church and Family renamed
SEARCY, Ark. — Harding University President
David Burks announced that the Institute
for Church and Family
has been renamed the
Carl and Frankie Mitchell
Center for Leadership and
Ministry.
The Mitchells were longtime missionaries in Italy
before joining Harding,
where Carl served as dean Burks
of the College of Bible and
Religion and now holds the position of
scholar in residence.

“The Mitchells are truly Harding treasures,” Burks said. “Their strong commitment to world missions and their joyous
optimism have made them highly influential advocates of many good causes.”
As part of a reorganization of programs,
Bruce McLarty, Harding’s vice president
for spiritual life, will direct the office of
church relations and oversee the Mitchell
Center for Leadership and Ministry.
Andrew Baker, who served as director
of the Institute for Church and Family, will
remain in that role under the new name,
Burks said.

10 baptized at Faulkner University’s Inspire
MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Ten participants in
the Inspire Summer Youth Conference
at Faulkner University responded to the
Gospel and were baptized, and 38 more
rededicated their lives to Christ, the
university said.
Faulkner describes the conference,
offered for the third year, as a lifechanging spiritual experience to aid
teens in their spiritual growth and walk
with Christ.
Designed for seventh- through
12th-graders and held on the Christian
university campus, Inspire features
small-group devotionals, worship times
and Christian fellowship, leaders said.

Inspire evolved from Faulkner’s longrunning work camp, Focus, which served
youths in the Montgomery community. In association with the Sycamore
Church of Christ in Cookeville, Tenn.,
the work camp expanded and grew to
include a greater number of teens from
surrounding states.
Inspire participants spent time helping
out with the Montgomery Inner City
Church of Christ while also enjoying
free time and entertainment.
“It was a wonderful time for everyone
involved,” said Joey Wiginton, Faulkner’s
vice president for student services. “The
kids and adults left Faulkner recharged.”
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A Hart for kids between cultures
CHERRY HART grew up on the mission field. So did her children. Now her personal mission is
helping children of missionaries and other Third Culture Kids adapt to new environments.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

OKLAHOMA CITY
herry Hart spoke Swahili before she
spoke English.
Born in Mbeya, Tanzania, she is the
daughter of longtime Church of Christ
missionaries Eldred and Jane Echols.
Just before she started school, her
family moved to Benoni, South Africa.
“My South African friends would not
accept me as South African,” she said.
“They’d always call me a ‘Yank’ ... but I
wasn’t from America! I’d never lived in
America.”
When she moved to the U.S. to enroll at
Michigan Christian College (now Rochester
College) she felt anything but American.
She spoke the same language as everybody
else — albeit with a thick, South African
accent — but the expressions, nuances and
mannerisms seemed foreign.
“I really was in a culture of my own ... a
no-man’s land,” she said. “And so it was a
thrill for me when I finally understood that
there were other people in the world that
ERIK TRYGGESTAD
had exactly the same experience.”
Cherry and Clay Hart stand next to the South
Those other people often are called
African flag during the Global Reunion camp.
Third Culture Kids, or TCKs. For the
past five years, Hart has shared her
experiences adjusting to life in America
Christian University in Texas before
with a new generation of TCKs at Global
moving to South Africa, where they served
Reunion, a weeklong camp on the campus
for 16 years in the city of Durban and two
of Oklahoma Christian University.
and a half years in Johannesburg.
Kent and Nancy Hartman, former
Their three children are TCKs and
missionaries to Australia
have participated in the
and parents of three
‘I think God can powerfully Global Reunion camps.
Third Culture Kids,
Today the Harts live in
developed the idea for the use TCKs around the world the Dallas metroplex and
camp. The Hartmans are because ... they understand worship with a house
missionaries in residence
church.
people in a different way
at Oklahoma Christian.
On a break between
More than 40 youths
sessions at this year’s
than someone who’s been Global Reunion, Cherry
who grew up in locales
around the world
sown and grown in one spot.’ Hart spoke with The
attended this year’s camp.
Christian Chronicle about
Most are the children
the challenges Third
Cherry Hart
of missionaries, though
Culture Kids face — and
a handful grew up in military families
how the weeklong camp helps them cope.
stationed overseas. Two of this year’s
Some highlights:
campers were referrals from outside
• On changing cultures: “TCKs are
Churches of Christ.
very flexible. They are very adaptable.
Like many missionary children, Hart
They have learned — just because of
became a missionary herself. She met
how they’ve been raised — to be culturher husband, Clay, at Michigan Christian.
ally aware. ... They’re constantly trying to
The pair finished their studies at Abilene
match the people around them, because
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they go in and out of cultures.
“But what they don’t understand sometimes are the deeper nuances of how to
make friends in a culture. And so we spend
some of our time describing America
to them, describing how Americans are
different from other people in the world.
“Americans are so, so, so time
conscious. ... And that’s so different from
almost everywhere else in the world,
where the way you show someone you
care is you spend a whole lot of time with
them. So TCKs can try and make friends,
and in the American’s mind they’re
friends. But in a TCK’s mind they haven’t
spent any time together.”
• Advantages of being a TCK:
“They’ve got a very, very wide view of the
world. ... They have a very compassionate
nature for those who are poor, because
often they’ve lived among them. ... When
they get to the States, they tend to look
out for the outcast, the international and
the person that’s not fitting in ... those that
need compassion.
“I think God can powerfully use TCKs
around the world because ... they understand people in a different way than
someone who’s been sown and grown in
one spot.”
• Finding community: “The first
year we were together we had a small
group, and 13 countries were represented.
And yet, when they’ve been in the room
five minutes, it’s like they’ve known one
another all their lives. On the evaluations
... somebody invariably writes, ‘For the
first time ever, I felt like I was home.’
“A TCK has roots in relationships, not in
places, because generally we’ve had rather
mobile lifestyles ... . The most confusing
question anybody ever asks us is, ‘Where
are you from?’
• A good outcome: “Toward the end of
the camp we always ask them, ‘Would you
do this to your kids? Would you have kids
in a foreign culture?’
“And, to a man, every one of them says,
‘I would.’ So what it does, I think, is it
keeps missionaries going out.
“If you help them ... see the blessings
of all that they’ve experienced, they know
that they can give that same blessing to
their children.”
SEE VOICES, Page 31, for comments from campers.
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N e w s m a ke r s
NAMED: Craig Carroll, chair of the
Department of Communication and
Journalism at Lipscomb University
in Nashville, Tenn.
Jane Melton and
Jerry Strader to the
board of directors
for Herald of Truth
in Abilene, Texas.
Rebecca Weaver,
dean of the College
of Communication Carroll
at Harding
University in Searcy, Ark. Allen
Gillespie, director of advancement for
Harding Academy in Memphis, Tenn.
NEW MINISTERS: Darrell Holt,
personal work and evangelism minister, Figueroa church, Los Angeles.
Jeremy Houch, the Park Central
church, Port Arthur, Texas. Frank
Sullivan, the Blacksburg, Va., church.
ANNIVERSARIES: 70th: Alex and
Ruth Humphrey, Mango, Fla., 68th:
Hugh and Betty Vick, Bixby, Okla.
65th: Ed and Alta Mae Nix, Bixby,
Okla. 60th: Wayman and Betty Jo
Hallford, Houston. Bob and Helen
Bland, Fort Collins, Colo. 55th:
Billy and Lesley Mize, Lexington,
S.C. 50th: James L. and Pat Carter
Jackson, Nashville, Tenn.
BIRTHDAYS: 103rd: E.G. Hautzenroder, St. Joseph, Mo. 98th:
Woodrow W. Naff, Beckley, W.Va.
97th: Juanita McMillon, Del City,
Okla. 94th: Woodrow Luttrell,
Nashville, Tenn. 91st: Julia
Hautzenroder, St. Joseph, Mo. 90th:
Gerald Beasley, Geary, Okla. Ella J.
Neel Tubbs, Fort Worth, Texas.
PASSAGES: Overton Faubus,
96, Abilene, Texas, served for 33
years in the College of Business
Administration, Abilene Christian
University, 16 as dean, elder of the
Hillcrest church in Abilene. William
Owen Freeman, 87, Buford, Ga.,
preached at churches in Mississippi,
Texas, Tennessee and Georgia,
instructor and dean of students for
Greater Atlanta Christian School for
20 years. Michael William Ries, 15,
Aug. 22, member of the Mankato,
Minn., church. Lt. Col. Richard E.
Smith, 85, Marietta, Ohio, a U.S.
Marine Corps veteran of 23 years,
member of the board of trustees of
Ohio Valley University in Vienna, W.Va.
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Sept. 17-19 Mid-Atlantic Evangelism
Seminar. Brooks Avenue church, Raleigh, N.C.
Contact www.midatlanticseminar.org.
Sept. 19-22 ACU Summit. “Aliens and Light;
Finding God in the Darkness.” Abilene Christian
University, Texas. Contact www.acu.edu/summit.
Sept. 20-21 Ministers’ Retreat. 39th annual.
Pettijohn Springs Christian Camp, Madill, Okla.
Contact (580) 795-5015.
Sept. 20-22 Kansas Men’s Retreat. 42nd
annual. Silver Maple Camp, Kingman, Kan.
Contact David Blankenship at (316) 777-4155.
Sept. 23 Family Dynamics ‘Voices for
Marriage’ Dinner featuring Jeff Kemp.
Embassy Suites, Franklin, Tenn. Contact www.
familydynamics.net or (615) 627-0751, ext. 3020.
Sept. 23-26 East Tennessee Christian
Singles Conference. Smoky Mountain Christian
Village, Pigeon Forge, Tenn. Contact (423)
877-6232 or (423) 875-4816.
Sept. 25 Ladies’ Inspiration Day. “Strong
Women, Soft Hearts.” Silver Springs, Md., church.
Contact Dianthe Clemons at (240) 505-6011.
Sept. 26-29 Harding University’s Bible
Lectureship. “Hear the Word of the Lord.” Contact
(501) 279-5123 or www.harding.edu/lectureship.
Sept. 26-29 West Virginia Christian
Lectureship. “A Defense of the Christian Faith.”
Contact (304) 723-1160, ssmithbauer@hotmail.
com or www.whchurchofchrist.com.
Sept. 27-29 47th Annual Midwest Preacher’s
Retreat. “God’s Promised Future.” Fallhall Glen,
Black River Falls, Wis. Contact Monroe Hawley
(414) 281-8667 or mehawley@execpc.com.
Oct. 2-3 90th Anniversary, Walnut Church,
Texarkana, Texas. Contact (903) 223-0388 or
wcoc@windstream.net.
Oct. 2-3 50th anniversary of the Eastwood
Church of Christ, Hutchinson, Kan. Contact
(620) 662-3923 or eastwoodcoc.com.
Oct. 4-5 2010 Moser Ministry Conference.
4th Annual. Lubbock Christian University,
Lubbock, Texas. Contact Charles.stephenson@
lcu.edu or (806) 720-7660.
Oct. 4-7 2010 Southeastern Regional
Lectureship. “Jesus Christ the Great Physician
Lamb of God: Healer of our Hurts, Habits and
Hangups”. Contact (336) 316-0044 or www.
coliseumblvdcoc.org.
Oct. 5 Global Samaritan’s 2010 Benefit
Dinner. “An Evening with Mike Huckabee.”
Abilene Civic Center, Texas. Contact (325)
676-9991 or globalsamaritan.org.
Oct 7 Faulkner University’s 2010 Benefit
Dinner. “An Evening with Sarah Palin.”
Renaissance Hotel and Spa and Convention
Center, Montgomery, Ala. Contact www.
faulkner.edu or (334) 386-7257.
Oct. 14-16 World Mission Workshop. 50th
Annual. “That they may have life.” Harding
University, Searcy, Ark. Contact www.thatthey
mayhavelife.com or (501) 279-5133.
Oct 15-17 Singles Conference. Forum
Conference Center, Pompano Beach, Fla. Contact
(321) 208-3112 or www.livelystoneproductions.com.
Complete calendar at www.chrisitanchronicle.org.
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Ever-Laughing Life

by Jonny Hawkins

Does door knocking still work?

I

n case you haven’t noticed,
subscriptions or vinyl siding.
door knocking isn’t dead.
Some Christians feel that doorOn Page 1 this month,
knocking campaigns too closely
we report on how church
resemble the high-pressure
members from across the
tactics of salespeople. One
nation delivered the Gospel to
reader on our news blog said
West Virginia’s third-largest city. the campaigns he’s witnessed
Fourteen baptisms resulted.
are “numbers-oriented,” rushing
Flip to Page 6 and you’ll read
people into baptism without fully
about the 2010 Campaign for
explaining the Gospel. Others
Christ in Houston. At least 24
question the long-term effecnew souls were
tiveness of such
‘Suppose a door-to- campaigns.
added to the
Kingdom through door campaign yields In the coming
that effort.
months — and
1,000 baptisms. If, years — we plan
In our August
issue, we reported
one year later, only to follow up with
on a “Back to
congregations that
one of those new have organized
the Bible” doorknocking campaign souls remains in the door-knocking
in Oklahoma City
campaigns and
that yielded at least faith, was the effort investigate the long35 baptisms.
term results.
a failure?’
If door knocking
However, we
— an old-time
acknowledge the
method of spreading that olddifficulty of evaluating the results
time religion — is as effective
of any soul-winning effort.
as these numbers indicate, why
Suppose a door-to-door
aren’t more of us doing it?
campaign yields 1,000 baptisms.
For one thing, the phrase
If, one year later, only one of
“door knocking” itself carries
those new souls remains in the
a stigma. Many of us feel that
faith, was the effort a failure?
other religious groups who
Certainly that one faithful
practice this form of evangelism Christian would disagree.
have given it a bad reputation
In our coverage of recent
— not to mention the door-todoor-knocking campaigns, we
door solicitors who attempt to
have encountered Christians
sweet-talk us into magazine
who owe their faith to previous
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campaigns. Some were
introduced to the Gospel by
someone who knocked on
their door. Others are the
children or grandchildren of
people reached through door
knocking.
Another positive we’ve noticed
is the effect these campaigns
have on the Christians who
participate in them. Ministers
have seen entire congregations
reinvigorated as they have blanketed their communities with
invitations to church and Bible
study. Petty differences among
brethren melt away when they
are united in a common goal.
The church benefits.
One campaigner in Oklahoma
City said that door knocking
reconnected him with acquaintances he hadn’t spoken to in
years. He often had to resist the
urge to linger in their doorways
and talk about old times and
mutual friends.
We rely more and more on
communications technology,
but we’re actually talking less
and less to each other. We’re
not conversing face-to-face —
and heart-to-heart. Perhaps
the simple act of knocking on a
door can help us reconnect.
Jesus commands us to love
our neighbor, but a lot of us still
have to go meet our neighbor.

Editor Emeritus: Bailey B. McBride
bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org
Reviews Editor: Harold Shank
harold.shank@christianchronicle.org
Associate Editor: Joy McMillon
joy.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Tonda Stafford
tonda.stafford@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Virginia Ware
virginia.ware@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Lynda Sheehan
lynda.sheehan@christianchronicle.org
Correspondent: Ted Parks
TO SUBSCRIBE:
See www.christianchronicle.org
e-mail virginia.ware@christianchronicle.org
or call (405) 425-5070.

TO O U R READER S

Updates are only a click away
Are you reading The
Christian Chronicle’s news
blog?
If not, you’re missing news
that informs, inspires and
unites.
While your next print edition
won’t arrive for another
month, we provide frequent
online updates on the latest
news from Churches of Christ.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: letters@christianchronicle.org
The Christian Chronicle® welcomes and encourages
feedback that promotes thoughtful and respectful
discussion. Letters/comments should be 150 words or less
and may be edited for length and clarity. Comments to the
print or online editions are considered to be letters to the
editor and may be published. Please include name, city and
state of residence, as well as home congregation.
The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication, but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from those who
purchase the advertising space. News coverage, opinion
columns, reviews, letters to the editor and advertising
do not necessarily represent the views of or constitute
endorsement by the editors, the staff, the Board of Trustees

The blog has content you
won’t find in print, plus videos
and chances to offer feedback.
To receive a weekly e-mail
with links to our latest posts,
send a message with the
subject line “Subscribe” to
Tamie Ross at tamie.ross@
christianchronicle.org.
Find us at www.christian
chronicle.org/blog.
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Christians react to proposed mosque near Ground Zero

D

ebate over a proposed
Islamic center near Ground
Zero has emerged as
one of the top religious and
political news stories of 2010.
The Christian Chronicle asked
church members to weigh in on
how Christians should respond
to the fight over building a
mosque two blocks from the
site of the 9/11 terror attacks.
Following are representative
responses, edited for length:
Our Muslim neighbors need
the Gospel.
They will not hear it through
protests. They will hear it
through Christians who make
the most of their opportunities to show God’s love to
them. They will
learn it through
Christians who
season their
words with
the salt of the
Gospel and
learn to respond
to Muslims as
fellow humans who have also
been created in the image of
God.
Keith Brumley| Milwaukee

Maybe it’s just me, but I think
the idea of a mosque 700 feet
from Ground Zero is one of the
most insane proposals I have
heard in a long time.
It has nothing to do with
freedom of religion, but everything to do with compassion,
sensitivity and common sense.
It seems that we live in an era
where some people are so open

VOICES
Why did you come to Global
Reunion 2010? What was your
favorite part?
Asked by assistant managing
editor Erik Tryggestad at the camp
for Third Culture Kids and their
parents in Oklahoma City.
(Related story, Page 27)

minded that they are endangered of the brains falling out.
Rick Bloodworth | Happy, Texas
While I believe that Islam
is a false religion, it is a religion in a government of religious freedom.
We cannot decide
to ignore the
Constitution
when strong
feelings arise,
lest we weaken
the concept of
constitutionality.
More importantly, Muslims
and others victimized by false
religion will not be won to
Christ through political or any
other type of pressure. This
emotionalism muddies the
water and destroys opportunities to expose the life, love and
truth of Jesus and his church.
I’m more troubled by the
liquor stores and strip joints
near Ground Zero than I am of
a mosque.
David Wilson | Brooklyn, N.Y.
An old Arab proverb says, “If
you let a camel stick his head
in the tent, before long the
entire camel will be in the tent.”
The avowed purpose of Islam
is to take over the entire world
with its Shariah — a complete
package of political, moral,
social, educational and religious
control. Muslims are relatively
quiet yet in the U.S., because
they are relatively few. In
Western Europe and England,
where they are sizable minorities, they make a lot of noise. …
For the longest
time, I thought I
was completely
alone in the whole
moving-back-andforth thing. ... In
a way, it’s sort of
like therapy camp.
But it’s so much more than that.
Everybody here (has) the same
joys, the same struggles.
Luke Cariaga | Fort Worth, Texas
(formerly of Cebu, Philippines)

Wherever Muslims have won a
victory, they have built a monumental mosque in that location.
And the one near Ground Zero?
Glover Shipp | Edmond, Okla.
This country was founded on
religious freedom. Any religious
freedom denied is a loss of
freedom for all Americans.
Jim Frost | Elkhorn, Wis.
I think a good Christ-like
response to the whole issue is
to suggest that a better use of
our mental and emotional energies would be to focus on how
to effectively present Christ
to our cities in particular and
generally to the Muslims of the
world.
John Free | Fullerton, Calif.
Freedom of religion is a great
privilege that we enjoy in this
country. This freedom is also
for Muslims, and
it includes the
liberty to have
their own place
— that which is
permitted by law.
Our mission
as a church is to
take the powerful
Gospel to the hearts of those
that need Jesus Christ, and this
includes Muslims.
Our identity as Christians
should be that of love. Jesus
commanded that we love
our enemies, even Muslims.
Therefore, let’s go to God in
prayer to do our part — love
and evangelize.
Sixto Rivera | Dallas
I wanted to come
to this camp
because I wanted
to be with kids
that are from
around the world
and people that
I know have the
same troubles. We went bowling
yesterday and I liked that a lot,
and we also went to a lake.
Jonathan Richardson | Belo Horizonte, Brazil

Are we going to be for
freedom of religion as long as
it is “Christian?” If so, then that
really isn’t freedom of religion.
… This is not to say, though,
that I am for the construction of
a mosque near the location of
the fallen WTC towers. That is
just horrible taste on their part.
Doug Young | Portales, N.M.
As Christians we are to
respond with the same love for
God and neighbor. Love does
not equal agreement about God.
Hate does not
prove us right
about God.
Thus, there is no
danger in loving
rather than
hating.
That said, there are certainly
cultural and social issues
resounding around the location
of the mosque for New York
City. Of course they cannot, as a
city, avoid a dialogue about the
implications for their city of the
location of the mosque.
Sadly, it would seem some
fringe elements of Christendom
in America have hijacked the
social and cultural issues relevant to NYC alone.
Christine Parker | Memphis, Tenn.
It is difficult for a Christian
to speak to political controversies with the voice of Christ.
Instead, our voices become
strained, angr y, threatening,
like any other threatened
human in the world.
“Perfect courtesy” is lacking
My parents
signed me up
for it so I could
meet other
Third Culture
Kids. I’ve liked
all the fellowship with people,
the discussions, finding out that
other people are a lot like me.
Elizabeth Price | Kansas City, Mo.
(formerly of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina)

in most of the responses of nonMuslims to any mosque building
today. Yet if our country truly
is to practice religious freedom,
how can we expect to apply
zoning laws differently against
one group than another?
And if we are to insist that
our national polity be Christian,
whose Christianity will it be?
Rex Reed’s or Rick Warren’s?
Bart Ehrman’s or the pope’s?
Steve Kenney | Russellville Ky.
To place a mosque near where
Muslim terrorists murdered
thousands is a victory for those
who would murder us.
The difference between Islam
and other cultural religions
such as Judaism, Eastern religions and even Christianity,
as it has been corrupted by
the West, is that none of them
have declared their intention to
destroy us by violent means.
New Testament Christianity’s war with culture is a war of
ideals using weapons of faith,
fidelity and Scripture. Islam’s
war is one of domination, using
bombs, bullets and even ballots.
Jay Kelley | Levelland, Texas
Regulating where Muslims
are allowed to meet is not the
answer. Loving and teaching
is the proper way to address
the Muslim people. They “shall
know the truth and the truth
shall set them free.”
David May | Eagan, Minn.
COMMENT at www.christianchronicle.
org. We welcome feedback that promotes
thoughtful and respectful discussion.
Even though I’ve
kind of dealt with
the same issues
already, it’s been
good to just talk
to the younger
kids. I could have
really used someone who had been through the
same things — someone older —
to give me some advice.
Vanessa Whitt | Dallas
(formerly of Cebu, Philippines)
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Books offer insight to help women reach women
By Linda L. Archer | For The Christian Chronicle

A

merica the melting pot is
now America the multicultural nation.
As we interact with family
members and share communities with peoples of other faiths
or no faith at all, it is imperative
for Christian women to know
and put into practice what we
have to offer.
Four recent books aid us in
sharing our faith.
Events beginning Sept. 11,
2001, placed the Muslim faith
in front of all of us. In “Woman
To Woman: Sharing Jesus
with a Muslim Friend,”
Joy Loewen wants to equip
American Christians to minister
to Muslims.
Loewen has lived extensively
in African and Asian Muslim
cultures and so is uniquely qualified to give this advice.
Full of personal accounts of
her interactions with Muslim
women in Canada, Loewen’s
book is a warmly written primer
illustrating Muslim beliefs and
practices and advising how to
use interactions with Muslims
to talk about Jesus.
Gentleness, kindness and
modesty are musts, she writes.
Offers of hospitality in the
home should include the information that no alcohol or pork
will be served. Muslim assurances that they are not “terrorists” need to be met with our
assurances that we are not
stereotypical “Hollywood
people.”
Noting that Muslim conversions can take a long time,
Loewen writes, “If we rise above
our fear of Muslims and believe,
we can be at home with them in
the Kingdom, then we will see
amazing things happen. But if
we remain in fear, staying away
from them, then we will be
deprived of seeing the glory of
God at work.”
After reading Loewen’s book,
I feel better prepared to engage
in spiritual discussions with
Muslims I may meet.
But I was shocked by what

Joy Loewen. Woman To Woman:
Sharing Jesus with a Muslim
Friend. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Chosen Books, 2010, 204 pages.
$14.99.

Hannah Shah. The Imam’s
Daughter: My Desperate Flight
to Freedom. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Zondervan, 2010, 281 pages.
$19.99.

I learned about the lives
familiar with the ravages of
of some Muslim women in
substance abuse, but may shock
“The Imam’s Daughter:
the reader by the extent to
My Desperate Flight to
which Christians can mistreat
Freedom.”
one another.
Hannah Shah’s memoir shows
Ball squandered her future
that the glory of God can work
with her hearty appetite for
in very abusive situations. Her
drugs, alcohol and dangerous
book serves both as an introbehavior.
duction to Muslim terms (for
She began “Flirting with
example, an imam
Faith” after she
is an unsalaried
became involved
‘These books
position in the
with Martin, a
encourage Christian Uruguayan immilocal Muslim
mosque that
women to put our fears grant to the U.S.
includes commuBall, an atheist,
aside and to live in the felt compelled
nity leadership)
and an expose of grace of God so that we to debunk
some of the probMartin’s Christian
may offer hospitality beliefs. Martin
lems Muslim
women face.
to her
to those of other faiths listened
Shah’s story of
patiently, shared
— and those who his convictions,
emotional, physical and sexual
and let go of the
claim no faith.’
abuse, forced
outcome of their
marriages and
conversations.
personal and
Marrying
mob violence, while well-told, is Martin and becoming a
appalling.
zealous convert to born-again
However, abuse is not limited
Christianity did not spare Ball
to Muslim cultures. Joan
either the troubles of life or a
Ball’s “Flirting with Faith:
vicious accusation by another
My Spiritual Journey From
church member.
Atheism to a Faith-Filled
She writes, “I think that God
Life” will not surprise anyone
allowed my comfortable church

Joan Ball. Flirting with Faith: My
Spiritual Journey From Atheism
to a Faith-Filled Life. New York:
Howard Books, 2010, 217 pages.
$14.99.

Catherine Martin. A Woman’s
Walk in Grace: God’s Pathway to
Spiritual Growth. Eugene, Ore.:
Harvest House Publishers, 2010,
249 pages. $12.99.

existence to be shaken up so
that I could learn what it means
to forgive radically and to love
beyond reason, even when
dealing with people I would
have preferred to hate.”
Ball is not flirting with faith
anymore; she has made a
commitment.
As I pondered the accusations
and abuse encountered by both
Shah, the Muslim, and Ball, the
Christian, I was grateful these
women were willing to share
their stories. Each makes me
more aware of how I might be
used by God to serve other
hurting people. Indeed, what
we all have to share with others
is God’s grace, the subject of
Catherine Martin’s book.
“A Woman’s Walk in
Grace” is extravagantly enthusiastic about the grace of God
and the possibilities for growth
in relationship with Christ.
Martin, president of Quiet
Time Ministries, a nonprofit
organization offering resources
for personal devotions, is fond
of alliteration and acronyms.
She wants to help women who
are WIPs (Works In Progress)
to become SWOGs (Super
Women of God).

If the reader can accommodate her chirpy writing style, she
offers important insights about a
life lived in and by God’s grace.
One example is how to make
a yearly assessment of one’s
spiritual growth in the areas of
devotion, delight, discipleship,
doctrine and dedication.
These books encourage
Christian women to put our
fears aside and to live in the
grace of God so that we may
offer hospitality to those of
other faiths — and those who
claim no faith.
While hospitality includes
offering food and casual conversation in our homes, it is not
limited to that. We offer hospitality to others when we give
them a safe shelter from the
storms of their lives and when
we give them a safe space
to express and explore their
beliefs, questions and doubts.
Then, God willing, our
gracious walk with God may
lead them to their own walk
with God.
LINDA L. ARCHER lives in Brockway, Pa.
She is a member of the Du Bois Church of
Christ and a volunteer chaplain assistant at
Du Bois Regional Medical Center.
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Great Christmas Gift Idea!
A four-book set for only $35! Tina Rae
Collins, member of the church of Christ,
offers her internationally acclaimed
“Emily” series — intriguing, witty,
suspenseful 100-page novels set in the
mid-1900s in the Appalachian
Mountains of eastern Kentucky. These
books delight young readers while gently
teaching about honesty, good judgment,
faith and more.
For a synopsis and ordering info, please
visit www.mykentuckybooks.com or call
(859) 200-4213.

Walnut Church of Christ
in Texarkana, Texas,
celebrates her
90th Anniversary
October 2-3, 2010.

Come join us for
homecoming activities!
For more information call
903-223-0388
or e-mail
wcoc@windstream.net
www.walnutchurchofchrist.net
More than a million hits per year

Visit Our Website
DownloaDable aDvanceD bible StuDieS
& a cappella Singing

www.mainstreet–churchofchrist.com
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Holland, Michigan, was named the 20092010 No. 2 happiest place to live in America
by The Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index.
The church in Holland is looking to hire a
full-time staff person to work with them in
bringing true happiness to the lives of its
members and the community. For more
information on the goals the church has set for
themselves — and information on the
person we are looking for to help us meet
those goals — go to:

House Parents

Arms of Hope-Medina Campus is seeking a
married couple who has a passion for today’s
youth and a calling to Christian residential care. At
Arms of Hope we have the unique opportunity to
serve youth who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and need adult leadership to help guide
them educationally, emotionally and spiritually.
It is our mission to provide these children with a
therapeutic environment in which they can develop
and prosper. This mission opportunity offers a very
competitive salary in addition to housing, food,
health insurance, a retirement plan and generous
vacation and leave time.

www.hollandchurchofchrist.com.

Retiring?
Move here and help the
church located in Shirley,
Arkansas, near Greers Ferry Lake.
We are 10 miles from Clinton, six miles
from Fairfield Bay. Acreage and
reasonably priced homes are available
in the surrounding area. We are a sound
church that is interested in the community and mission work. Contact Larry
Williams for church and real estate
information at 501.253.0059 or
hilow@artelco.com.

The 30-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
military with local churches of Christ
both overseas and in the U.S. Please
send name, contact information and
especially e-mail addresses to:
AMEN Ministry
http://amenministry.info
135 Larchmont Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28791
Phone: (828) 891-4480
E-mail: amen@amenministry.info

MINISTER NEEDED
The Farmersville, Texas, church
is seeking a preacher for our
125-plus member congregation.
Candidates with five to 10 years
of experience preferred.
Please send resume to

Farmersville Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 71
Farmersville, TX 75442

Minister Wanted
Center Hill Church of Christ
in Paragould, Ark., is seeking a
full-time minister for pulpit
preaching, local evangelism work,
Bible studies and involvement
ministry.
Send resume to:
chcofc@grnco.net or P.O. Box
1269 Paragould, AR, 72451

Preacher needed
The Parker, Ariz., Church of Christ,
located in the western part of the state, is
seeking a full-time preacher.
Applicants should be grounded in the
faith in order to preach the blueprint of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ as set forth by
our Lord. Bilingual in Spanish would be
helpful. We can supply living quarters and
a small salary.
For more information, contact
928.581.6830 or 928.851.2242.

Case Manager

Arms of Hope-Medina Campus is seeking a fulltime case manager who will provide support for
daily activities of our single mothers and their
children in our Together Program. At Arms of
Hope we have an opportunity to serve families coming out of distress or struggle who need
case management to help guide them financially,
educationally, emotionally and spiritually while
providing basics needs. It is our mission to provide
these families with guidance, structure and a
loving environment in which they can develop
and prosper with the goal of obtaining self sufficiency. This mission opportunity offers a competitive salary, health insurance, a retirement plan and
vacation time.
If interested in these positions, please visit www.
ArmsofHope.com to obtain an application on the
“About Us” page. You can also contact Allen
Williams at lawilliams@armsofhope.com.

Immediate Opening
Vice President
of Children’s Services

Foster’s Home
for Children
Stephenville, Texas
This management position
oversees the children and
staff residing in 12 residential
group homes.
Join us in our transition to
the Sanctuary Model, a
trauma-informed model of
care for both children and
staff. Competitive salary and
benefits.
Contact Glenn Newberry,
president, at
glenn@fostershome.org

33

34

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

OPINION

OCTOBER 2010

Love not the world: Thoughts on
maintaining a Christlike perspective

T

hrough the month of August, I spent
much time reading and reflecting
on the Gospel of John, the book that
gave me spiritual life when I was in my
late 20s.
As I meditated on the teaching of
Jesus, it again became clear how Jesus
is always of another world. The world of
his family and his disciples was a world
of time and space, but he came from
divinity and eternity.
I was reminded again that Jesus wants
us to love another world more than
the world of things, people and what is
passing away. In 1 John 2, the apostle
states Jesus’ point directly, “Love not the
world or anything in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is
not in him. For everything in the world
... comes not from the father but from
the world. The world and its desires pass
away, but the man who does the will of
God lives forever.” (2:15-17)
Thinking along this line made me
recall that when I was in the ninth grade,
I was asked to talk on this passage for 10
minutes at a Sunday evening Bible class
for the high school group.
Because my memories of World War II
were fresh and because I thought high
school was a hotbed of evil, my theme
was that the world is an unlovable place.
Now, 60 years later, my view is very
different. The world has brought many
great things into my life — an amazing
wife, dear children, precious grandchildren, great spouses for my children, even
a worthy grandson-in-law, soon a granddaughter-in-law, hosts of friends, students
who have become life-long friends, unique
people who have shared their lives. The
world is now filled with amazing people
whom I love and who love me. How do I
love the relationships with good people
and not love the world we are in?
That struggle is one that I have dealt
with a very long time, and it becomes a
more intense battle with each passing
year. What has definitely helped me has
been a lifelong habit of Bible study. The
more I focus and concentrate on the
world of the spirit, the easier it is to keep
a proper perspective of this world.
From Psalms to prophecy, from
Gospels to epistles, I have found comfort
and insight. All things in Scripture help
to draw me closer to God and to make
his world more real to me.
When the world begins to overwhelm

me with its seductions, an hour or two of
reading reflectively will bring peace and
balance to my spirit.
Another way that I have
Insight
found useful in keeping
this world in perspective is to take time to
stay in touch with world
events. In a time of war,
the futility and waste of
resources and life help
me realize that Jesus
was correct as he diagnosed the problems
Bailey McBride of this world. Men are
concerned with themselves, and God hardly matters.
Disasters, diseases and crime have a
sobering effect on my perception of this
world. Political animosity and destructive attitudes reveal the division of this
world. Looking carefully and objectively
at this world is a powerful tool that helps
us keep perspective of the true nature of
this world.
Of course, prayer is a powerful way
to help balance our view of the world.
I am never sure how to pray about my
tendency to love the world too much,
but trying to find the words to express
my ambiguous feeling about the world
and the precious people in it seems to
give me a clearer understanding of the
constant warfare and helps me keep a
healthy respect for this world’s power
and a greater longing for the world of
Jesus and the Father.
Meditation is another spiritual
discipline that helps me keep all my
conflicting loves and concerns in
perspective. I do not have to be in a
specific place or in certain mood to
begin to meditate. It helps, though, to
have enough seclusion to concentrate.
I begin by thinking of the wonderful
miracle of deity becoming human. That
thought brings an awareness of how
little I know and how feeble my thoughts
are. Then I begin emptying my mind and
thinking only about my breathing.
As the reality of this world begins to
slip away from my consciousness, the
reality of Jesus and his spiritual world
becomes more powerful.
Not loving this world is a challenge,
but letting the Spirit gain control will
make it easier.
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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Cast Your Nets for the Master.

Elders and
Church Leaders:

Your congregation
can start
your own

Christian School
or

Pre-school
Partners For Christian Education can help!
Free manuals and counseling.
See our web site for more information.

Partners For Christian Education
P.O. Box 11000
Oklahoma City, OK 73136
Office Phone: (405) 471-6003

www.pfce.com
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