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MISSIONS AND MONEY IN A CHANGING WORLD

FriendSpeak
mixes Jesus,
conversation

Should Christians in U.S.
support African preachers?

LOS ANGELES — Just down the
street from a Hare Krishna
temple and a few blocks from a
large mosque, Christians worship each Sunday in English,
Chinese, Spanish and Korean.
The Culver Palms Church of
Christ, one of the nation’s most
diverse congregations, sits at the
intersection of
motion picture
studios and apartment buildings
housing immigrants from all
over the world.
Manassee
“Free English
Conversation,” says a sign outside the church, facing a busy
street shared by motorists and
homeless people pushing carts.
The sign advertises
“FriendSpeak,” a ministry used
by roughly 300 Churches of
Christ to help internationally
born neighbors improve their
English skills using the Bible.
At Culver Palms, Angela
Manassee coordinates the
See FRIENDSPEAK, Page 14

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

‘Ordinary Radical’ shares his story at ACU

Shane Claiborne, author of “Irresistible Revolution: Living as an Ordinary
Radical,” answers questions at Abilene Christian University’s recent Summit
lecture series. Brady Bryce, the Texas university’s director of ministry events,
fielded questions for Claiborne via Twitter and text message. Claiborne, who
operates an inner-city ministry in Philadelphia, advocates a simple life and
Christian activism. He was one of three guest speakers from outside Churches
RELATED COVERAGE, Pages 6, 31
of Christ featured at Summit.
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But preachers here aren’t
guaranteed a living. Moses K.
TUBUNGU, Swaziland — Christians
Banda, a 22-year-old student
in the U.S. who provide salaries from Malawi, says that almost
for African preachers believe
no congregations in his homethey are doing the right thing.
land support full-time ministers.
“But unknown to them, they’re After graduation, preaching
slowly assassinating congregaalone won’t pay his bills.
tions,” Stanley Shereni says.
The same is true in
Shereni, a native of
Zimbabwe, a once-prosperous
Zimbabwe, is in his third year at nation crippled by hyperinflaAfrican Christian College in this
tion. People there
tiny African
“now need the
12th in a series
kingdom.
Gospel more
After a day of
than ever,”
classes, he
Shereni says.
and two other
The three
students
students could
sit under a
appeal to
thatched-roof
Christians in
The changing face
pavilion and
the U.S. for supof the church
share big dreams.
port. Many of their
Shereni and Ruregerero
predecessors have. But, growNyahore, another Zimbawean,
ing up in Churches of Christ,
want to launch a publication for
the students have seen foreign
churches in their home country, aid bless — and curse — the
to inspire them to keep growing. family of God in southern Africa.
Zimbabweans “don’t just want
When a preacher receives
See AFRICA, Page 12
entertainment,” Nyahore says.
“They want something that can
MORE COVERAGE
comfort them, counsel them
and give them direction. I think
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The Bible.
In Public Schools.
Now, in two countries
at once.
Russia and Ukraine.
Over 250,000 students in
1,063 Public Schools.
We have to hand it to them,
they do know
what’s good for them.
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All-Star’s gift
benefits Texas
children’s home

Universities
tout record
enrollments

ARLINGTON, Texas

‘I

t was just a magical
evening.”
For most of the sellout
crowd of 46,179 fans who
packed Rangers Ballpark on
a recent Friday night, the
most excitInside Story ing moment
came when
Texas slugger
Nelson Cruz
led off the
13th inning
with a gamewinning home
run.
For three
Bobby Ross Jr.
little girls who
live at Christ’s
Haven for Children, though,
the Rangers’ 6-5 win over the
New York Yankees couldn’t
compete with the pregame
festivities.
As they awaited a ceremony
before the first pitch, 10-yearold Vivi and sisters Ashley, 9,
and Natalie, 11, played in the
grass near the visiting team’s
on-deck circle.
The girls — sporting brandnew, matching red Rangers’
caps with white T’s — giggled
and exchanged high-fives
with “Rangers Captain,” the
Texas mascot.
Minutes later, the girls and
Christ’s Haven development
director Karen Yarbrough
joined Michael Young, the
Rangers’ All-Star third baseman, behind home plate.
The ballpark’s main scoreboard splashed the girls’ smiling faces across the big screen
as the public-address announcer introduced them and Young
leaned in to greet them.
The reason for the hoopla?
For the second straight
year, Young was named the
Rangers’ nominee for the
Roberto Clemente Award
See RANGERS, Page 4
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DALE MANOR

Kolin Sperle, a member of the 151st Street church in Olathe, Kan., uncovers a broken storage jar.

Harding prof digs his job
DALE MANOR LEADS fellow Christians to Holy Land for excavation adventure.
BY JIM MILLER | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

SEARCY, Ark.

or more than a decade, Dale Manor,
professor of archaeology and Bible at
Harding University, has taken history
buffs and aspiring archaeologists on
summer excavation trips to Tel BethShemesh, Israel.
Typically, Manor leads archaeology
students and faculty from secular universities on the four-week digs.
“I had never been on a project where the
majority of the people were even religious,”

said Manor, who earned his doctorate in
Near Eastern Archaeology from the
University of Arizona.
But all 14 participants in Manor’s most
recent trip were members of Churches of
Christ.
“Through the years, a number of folks had
indicated interest in coming to excavate, and
I pressed them into making a decision,”
Manor said of his fellow Christians.
Beth-Shemesh, about 12 miles southwest
of Jerusalem, is where the Philistines
returned the Ark of the Covenant to Israel,
See ARCHAEOLOGY, Page 16

Enrollment hit record and near-record
levels this fall at some colleges and universities associated with Churches of Christ.
Harding University in Searcy, Ark., and
Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn.,
both set all-time enrollment records, officials said.
Harding enrolled 6,810 undergraduate and
graduate students, its 24th consecutive annual
increase. That’s a 3 percent rise over last fall’s
enrollment of 6,613.
Lipscomb’s enrollment of 3,742 represents a
nearly 10 percent jump over last fall’s 3,413.
Other highlights:
• Oklahoma Christian University in
Oklahoma City has its second-highest enrollment ever. Total enrollment is 2,216, up 2 percent from last fall.
• Lubbock Christian University in Texas
recorded the second-highest enrollment in
its history, hitting 2,028 students this fall.
That’s up 6 percent.
• Rochester College in Michigan reported
a near-record enrollment and the largest
influx of freshman and transfer students in its
51-year history. Its enrollment of 1,053 students fell six students shy of an all-time high,
with registration for evening classes ongoing.
• York College in Nebraska hit a 10-year
high of 483 students — a 12 percent increase
over a year ago.
• Crowley’s Ridge College in Paragould,
Ark., enrolled 201 students, up 17 percent
from last fall.
• Abilene Christian University in Texas
has an enrollment of 4,728, down 2 percent
from last fall’s record of 4,838.
• Freed-Hardeman University in
Henderson, Tenn., enrolled 1,992 students,
down 2 percent from a year ago.
• Ohio Valley University in Vienna,
W.Va., has an enrollment of 476, down
slightly from 480 a year ago.
• Pepperdine University in Malibu,
Calif., has 7,606 students, down 2 percent
from last fall.
Figures for some Christian universities
were not available at press time.
EXPANDED COVERAGE at www.christianchronicle.org/blog.
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RANGERS: Texas girls enjoy field of dreams
FROM PAGE 3

presented by Chevrolet, which gives
$7,500 to the charity of the player’s choice.
And for the second straight year, Young
designated Christ’s Haven as the recipient of his donation. The children’s home
in Keller, Texas, north of Fort Worth, is
associated with Churches of Christ.
“Christ’s Haven for Children provides
a warm, loving, Christian environment in
which children in need of basic care can
grow physically, emotionally and spiritually
to become productive citizens in society,” a
news release from the Rangers noted.
I can attest to that personally. For 25
years, my parents, Bob and Judy Ross,
served as houseparents at Christ’s
Haven, caring for about 250 children
from 1982 to 2007.
The Clemente Award is given annually to a Major League Baseball player
who combines a dedication to giving
back to the community with outstanding
skills on the baseball field. Past overall
winners include former Houston Astros
manager and five-time All-Star player
Cecil Cooper, a member of the Anderson
Street Church of Christ in Sealy, 50
miles west of Houston.
“It is very humbling to be selected
again this year as the Texas Rangers
Clemente Award nominee,” said Young,
who has donated about $450,000 to various charities and causes through the
Texas Rangers Baseball Foundation over
the last 10 years. “Being able to help others is very important to me.”
Christ’s Haven used the $7,500 it
received last year to build a new playground. This year’s donation will go
toward a refrigeration project at the
home’s food pantry, Yarbrough said. A
Rangers’ staff member who is familiar with
Christ’s Haven recommended it to Young.
Vivi, Ashley and Natalie live in Cottage
5 at Christ’s Haven with houseparents
John and Lucretia McMicken. How do
you spell that? “Like McChicken, except
with an ‘M,’” John McMicken told me as
we talked before the game.
As I tried to remember the girls’ names,

DAVID DUNCAN

Natalie, Vivi and Ashley, from left, trade laughs
with “Rangers Captain,” the team’s mascot.

I noted that Ashley had ponytails, Natalie
wore glasses and Vivi had brown hair.
“And I own a baseball,” added Vivi, who
brought the ball to her first major-league
game. Before walking down a tunnel to
the field, the girls said they were excited
about the ceremony. And the game.
As the extra-innings marathon stretched
past five hours — and their bedtime —
the girls headed home, so they missed
the dramatic ending. But for them, the
best part came at the beginning.
Children who call Christ’s Haven home
typically know all about dealing with
difficult circumstances: Neglect. Abuse.
Parents addicted to drugs and alcohol.
For one night, however, three little
girls found themselves a world away
from any such worries or concerns.
On this night, the stadium’s bright
lights shined on them.
“All the issues the kids have, it
was gone for a night,” said Lucretia
McMicken, a Christ’s Haven housemother for 10 years. “They were able to just
be kids and to laugh. It was so exciting
for them, shaking hands with Michael
Young and talking to him.
“It was just a magical evening.”
REACH BOBBY ROSS JR. at bobby.ross@
christianchronicle.org.
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ARIZONA

CANYON — A recent Double Match Sunday
paid big dividends for the mission work of
the Canyon Church of Christ.
Members gave $230,000, which was
matched by a local donor and again by
someone in Tennessee. That raised the
total to $690,000, minister Tom Riley said.
During Children’s Bible Hour, kids
gave $500 and three marbles, Riley said.

COLORADO

BOULDER — In this city that is home to the
University of Colorado, a new congregation has been planted in the Rocky
Mountain foothills.
Eight people attended the recent inaugural Sunday night service of the Boulder
Church of Christ, which will meet at the
North Boulder Recreation Center.
David Howard, minister of the Granby
Church of Christ, about 90 miles northwest of Boulder, will drive to Boulder
each week to preach for the new church.

FLORIDA

MIAMI — The Jesus 4 Life ministry is
searching for a bus in hopes that more
children can be transported to the
Homestead Church of Christ.
What started as a “VBS on Wheels”
program that goes into neighborhoods
and presents Bible lessons, songs, games
and prayers has grown to numerous children wanting to attend Wednesday night
Bible classes at the Homestead church.
For more details, contact Mike Hoots at
mikehoots@msn.com or (305) 804-6168.

MISSISSIPPI

CORINTH — The recent Regional Campaign
for Christ drew an average attendance
of 1,200 each night. Organizers plan to
make the campaign an annual event.
“So much brotherly love and the
acquainting and reacquainting of saints
and old friends was ever present during
the whole campaign,” church member
Randle C. Mauney said.
Alan Highers spoke all three nights.

OKLAHOMA

CYRIL — The Cyril Church of Christ
produces daily video devotionals and
displays them on YouTube, Facebook and
TeacherTube.
“On TeacherTube alone, we have had
24,000 viewers,” said evangelist Douglas
Graham, who hopes publicity about the
ministry can help it reach more people.
For more information, see 2minutes
4glory.com.

Tennessee church celebrates teachers’ commitment, buys school supplies for students
The Highland Church of Christ in Cordova, Tenn., honors teachers and staff
members from LaRose Elementary School for their commitment to educating children in the city of Memphis. In recent weeks, the church contributed
$18,000 for school supplies benefiting metro Memphis children, leaders

OREGON

MEDFORD — The case of a missing Portland,
Ore., boy named Kyron Horman has
made national headlines.
The West Main Church of Christ hosted
a recent birthday celebration for the boy,
who turned 8 on Sept. 9.
Kyron’s uncle Ryan Davidson is a
member of the southern Oregon congregation. Davidson’s sister, Desiree Young,
is Kyron’s biological mother.
“We definitely have been lifting it up in
prayer for quite a while,” youth minister
Brian Pannell said. “This was a chance to
show more support. It was a really cool
blessing to be able to do that.”

TENNESSEE

CLARKSVILLE — The Madison Street Church
of Christ sends Christ’s light into 309
correctional facilities in 28 states through
World Bible School, said Blakey Bradley,
the church’s Bible correspondence
coordinator.
Between January 2009 and June 2010,

said. Pictured are teacher Lori Streeter, teacher Kimberly Jones, teacher Mary
Cooper, minister Chris Altrock, principal Karen Fields, ministry leader Mendy
Breeden, teacher Monique Eason, librarian Joyce Wesley, teacher Ann
Harrison and secretary Stacey Blackman.

the church mailed 11,219 WBS lessons to
2,600 students, Bradley said.
The ministry has resulted in at least 173
baptism requests, which the church works
with local congregations to try to fulfill.
“There are over 50 people working in
our WBS ministry doing different tasks
such as grading papers, preparing packets
to be mailed and stamping,” Bradley said.

TEXAS

RHONDA GRAY

NORTH RICHLAND HILLS — The Richland Hills
Church of Christ is shortening its name
to The Hills Church of Christ.
Minister Rick Atchley said the name
change reflects the fact that the church
actually is north of Richland Hills, a
municipality near Fort Worth.
Also, since people from more than 50
ZIP codes attend, the congregation is not
a “location church,” he said. Plus, the
church plans to launch a satellite campus
in west Fort Worth next spring.
The name “Richland Hills” wouldn’t
work in west Fort Worth, Atchley said.

spotlight

‘Queen for a Day’ in Texas
KERRVILLE, Texas — More than 50 women
from the Riverside Church of Christ
and the community paid tribute to
Donna Horne
recently.
The wife of former Riverside
minister Al
Horne was
crowned “Queen
for a Day,” recognizing her
Christian attributes of love,
Donna Horne
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness and joy.
Horne received a gift of homemade
quilts and a bracelet with an engraved
heart. The Hornes are returning to
South Africa as missionaries.
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The 30-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
military with local churches of Christ
both overseas and in the U.S. Please
send name, contact information and
especially e-mail addresses to:
AMEN Ministry
http://amenministry.info
135 Larchmont Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28791
Phone: (828) 891-4480
E-mail: amen@amenministry.info
PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

The D.C. Regional Christian Ensemble, from Washington, D.C., sings hymns in Moody Coliseum.

A Lighthouse
of Hope.
In Nigeria,

Obong University
NEEDS YOU!
OU — Is the ONLY four-year university in
Africa affiliated with Churches of Christ.
OU — Must pass the Nigerian Universities
Commissions requirements to receive
permanent accreditation.

WE MUST RAISE $100,000
to meet their requirements.

New kind of Summit
IN SOME WAYS, the annual Bible lecture series at
Abilene Christian University in Texas hasn’t
changed much in 100-plus years.
Ministers and church leaders still delve into
Scripture and discuss key issues and trends.
But since 2008, the event — renamed Summit
— has promoted more student involvement and
participation across academic disciplines.
“It’s a conversation where life and faith converge
in Christ,” said Brady Bryce, ACU’s director of
ministry events, noting that participants can question main speakers via Twitter and text messaging.
Besides seven key speeches by Church of Christ
members, Summit highlights three featured guests.
“The intention was to bring in authors, thinkers, speakers from the Christian world that would
appeal to a larger audience and allow them
to speak,” Bryce said. “The thinking was, our
churches, our leaders ... are reading and engaging
Christianity at a broader level than just the Church
of Christ bookstore, so how could we dialogue and
learn from the larger Christian world?”

Doga Taslardan of Istanbul, Turkey,
speaks on “Counter-Revolution
Through Islam” at ACU’s Summit.

Tanya Brice of Waco, Texas, speaks
on race and Churches of Christ.

- Please Help Us! RiverGate Church of Christ
P.O. Box 1007 – Madison, TN 37116

Summit participants listen as Brady Bryce, director of ministry events, introduces keynoter Reg
Cox, an ACU graduate and minister of the Word for the Lakewood Church of Christ in Colorado.
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www.acu.edu
College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Charles Mattis, Dean
ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210
English
The Department of English invites applications
for a tenure-track position. All areas of English will be
considered, but expertise in rhetoric and composition,
technical/ professional writing, new media, or world
literature are preferred. Background in religious studies
or the integration of faith and literature is desirable.
Ph.D. preferred, ABD required.
Journalism and Mass Communication
The Department of Journalism and Mass Communication
invites applications for a position in online interactive media.
The candidate should have professional experience in some
dimension of online interactive media as a journalist or
producer, or in advertising or public relations. Master’s degree
required; terminal degree strongly preferred. This faculty
member will work closely with departmental faculty and
staff to further integrate the curriculum with the co-curricular
student media produced in the JMC Network newsroom, the
commercially licensed LPTV station, the NPR-affiliated FM
radio station, and the student-run Ad/PR agency. Teaching
expectations include visual and digital media courses for
multimedia majors and core courses serving majors in
convergence journalism, multimedia and Ad/PR.

College of Biblical Studies
Dr. Jack Reese, Dean
ACU Box 29400, Abilene, Texas 79699-9400
Graduate School of Theology
The Graduate School of Theology invites applications for
a position of director of distance education and tenure-track
faculty. The candidate must hold a Ph.D. in a theological
discipline. The discipline is open, but the position requires
understanding of and engagement in global Christian ministry.
The director of distance education will coordinate the
development of online delivery systems for graduate courses
in our new Master of Arts in Global Service, a program that
embraces potential residencies in such locations as Irving,
Texas; Zagreb, Croatia; and Accra, Ghana. A large proportion
of the teaching load will be online, so interest in teaching
in such an environment, as well as facility with online
instructional methods, is a high priority. The candidate should
be a motivated, collegial and service-oriented leader, with
demonstrated competence in teaching and a well-defined
program of research as evidenced by peer-reviewed
publications and presentations.
The Graduate School of Theology also invites
applications for a tenure-track position in Hebrew Bible/Old
Testament. The candidate should hold a terminal degree
(Ph.D. or Th.D. preferred) in the field. The candidate should
also demonstrate competence in teaching and possess a
well-defined program of research as evidenced by
peer-reviewed publications and presentations.

Department of Bible, Missions and and Ministry
The Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry (DBMM)
invites applications for a tenure-track position. The candidate
should hold an earned terminal degree in the field (Ph.D. or
Th.D. preferred, strong ABD considered). The area of specialty
is open, but an interest in relating Christianity to other
major world religions would be helpful. The position includes
teaching half-time in the undergraduate Core Curriculum
and half-time in the candidate’s area of specialization. The
candidate should demonstrate enthusiasm and creativity in
teaching and show scholarly promise. Experience and/or
interest in interdisciplinary teaching would be helpful.
The Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry (DBMM)
invites applications for a tenure-track position. The candidate
should hold an earned terminal degree in either Hebrew
Bible/Old Testament or New Testament (Ph.D. or Th.D.
preferred, strong ABD considered). The candidate should
have at least basic teaching competency in both areas.
The candidate should demonstrate enthusiasm and creativity
in teaching and show scholarly promise. The position includes
teaching general education Bible courses and courses in the
candidate’s area of specialty.
The College of Biblical Studies invites applications
for a tenure-track faculty position in missions. The candidate
should hold a doctorate (Ph.D. or Th.D. preferred, strong
ABD considered) in a relevant discipline such as missiology,
anthropology of religion or comparative religions. The
candidate must demonstrate competence in teaching and
possess a well-defined program of research. Experience in
teaching cross-culturally is desirable. The candidate may
receive a primary assignment in either the undergraduate
Department of Bible, Ministry and Missions, or the Graduate
School of Theology. In either case, the candidate should be
prepared to teach both undergraduate and graduate courses.
ACU has a robust missions program that includes the Halbert
Institute of Missions, undergraduate and graduate degree
programs with missions emphasis, and active engagement
with missions workers throughout the world.
Department of Marriage and Family Therapy
The Department of Marriage and Family Therapy invites
applications for a tenure-track position. The M.F.T. program at
ACU has held continuous COAMFTE accreditation since 1983.
The candidate will teach courses relative to modern theories
of family therapy, family life cycle and human development,
testing and assessment, and DSM-IV-TR diagnosis. The
candidate will also supervise graduate interns and mentor
student research. The candidate should possess a well-defined
program of research and should demonstrate competence in
the integration of theological and spiritual issues with
therapy. The candidate must hold the Ph.D. in marriage and
family therapy or a closely related mental health discipline,
exhibit competence as a classroom teacher, demonstrate
eligibility for licensure as an LMFT in the State of Texas, and
hold Clinical Membership and Approved Supervisor status
with the AAMFT.

College of Business Administration
Dr. Rick Lytle, Dean
ACU Box 29303, Abilene, Texas 79699-9303
Accounting and Finance
The Department of Accounting and Finance invites
applications for a tenure-track position in accounting.
A terminal degree or ABD status is preferred.
Responsibilities include teaching accounting courses
at both the undergraduate and graduate levels, pursuing
scholarly research, and performing service for the department
and the university community. Teaching excellence is
required, as well as an aptitude for research and publication.
Candidates should have an interest in teaching and research
in one or more of the following areas: financial accounting,
accounting information systems, or taxation.
The Department of Accounting and Finance also invites
applications for a tenure-track position in finance. A terminal
degree or ABD status is preferred. Responsibilities include
teaching finance courses at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels, pursuing scholarly research, and performing
service for the department and the university community.
Teaching excellence is required, as well as an aptitude for
research and publication.
Marketing
The Department of Management Sciences invites
applications for a tenure-track position. Responsibilities
include engaging with undergraduate students and colleagues
in teaching, research and service. Qualifications include a
doctorate in marketing or cognate field, research history
and/or plan, and a strong commitment to teaching.
In a letter to the appropriate dean, applicants should
address their qualifications for the position. They should
include in the application a statement of how faith informs
their teaching and administration; a discussion of their
spiritual journey; a curriculum vita; transcripts of all
undergraduate and graduate work; and names, addresses
and phone numbers of five references. Review of
applicants will begin immediately and continue until the
position is filled. Nominations of and applications from
qualified women and minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches
of Christ. All applicants must be professing Christians and
be active, faithful members of a congregation of the
Churches of Christ and deeply committed to service in
Christian higher education. The mission of ACU is to
educate students for Christian service and leadership
throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.

100469-0910
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CROATIA

spotli g ht

ZAPRESIC — “To Be Like Jesus —
Maturing Through Spirituality”
was the theme of the 41st annual
Croatian Bible Camp, said Ivan
Tesic, an evangelist in Zapresic.
About 90 church members
met for the camp on the island of
Ugljan in the Adriatic Sea. Daniel
Napier, a teacher at a Bible institute in the Croatian capital,
Zagreb, was the guest speaker.
The Longmont, Colo., church
has sponsored Tesic and his
wife, Ruth, since 2000 and seeks
a congregation to take over the
work. For more information, see
www.longmontcoc.org or call
(303) 776-2625.

Cancer teaches
lesson of love

INDIA

Guntur — Four congregations in
this southern Indian city sponsored a gospel meeting recently.
About 350 people attended,
and 56 people were baptized,
said missionary Ron Clayton,
the guest speaker. Most of the
respondents “received considerable teaching before they
attended this meeting,” Clayton
said. Indian ministers M.J. Vijay
Kumar and P. Daniel assisted.
Indian Christians also
conducted meetings in
Emmanuelpet and Mangalagiri,
with 36 and 29 baptisms respectively, Clayton said.

PANAMA

LOS LOMAS — A team of 79
Christians treated patients and
preached the Gospel in this
Central American city.
Latin American Missions, a
ministry of the Forrest Park
Church of Christ in Valdosta,
Ga., coordinated the trip.
Teens played important roles
on the trip, members of the St.
Augustine, Fla., Church of Christ
told the St. Augustine Record.
Desiree Kinlaw and Bryce Minor
treated patients for lice, and
Trevor Dees worked with evangelistic teams and helped with
classes for children. The teens
attend the St. Augustine church.

PERU

IQUITOS — Helmut Garcia and
Luis Juarez, Christians in the
Peruvian capital, Lima, led a
team on a 40-day mission trip
into the jungles of the Amazon.
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Spreading the Gospel in war-torn Congo

Papa Francis, 71, listens during a Bible seminar in northwestern Zambia. The Road 68 Church of Christ sponsored — and
financially supported — the seminar. Among the attendees were 12 church leaders from the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Participants heard lessons in English and French on the theme of “Jesus — King, Savior, Bishop, High Priest and
Teacher.” Bruce Wooley of the Brainerd Church of Christ in Chattanooga, Tenn., was the guest speaker. His wife, Becky,
volunteered with the local elementary school during the seminar, said Neal Coates, a member of
the Hillcrest Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas.
The Road 68 church meets in the Meheba Refugee Camp, home to about 90,000 refugees, most
from the Democratic Republic of Congo, or DRC. An estimated 3 million people died — from bullets,
disease and malnutrition — during the DRC’s civil war. Violence continues in the war-torn nation. A
few years ago, Zambian churches sent evangelist Leonard Mujala to minister to refugees in the camp.
In 2005, Chief Mumena of the Kaonde people, left, offered a facility vacated by a development agency to Churches of Christ as a church-planting base among his people. Mujala and his wife, Mary, now
serve on a mission team in the region, which includes Brian and Sondra Davis. The Hillcrest church
supports the Davises. (See a related blog post at www.christianchronicle.org/blog.)
The team taught Bible lessons
and built a sidewalk for the
church in Iquitos. The group also
traveled to Requena and worked
with a 30-member congregation.
Bonnie Ruiz, a Christian from
Mississippi, conducted a conference for Christian women.
The team baptized a man who
asked them to visit his village —
Tamanco — a 25-hour trip from
Iquitos by boat, Garcia said.

PHILIPPINES

Marikina — Outreach by the
Friendship Road Church of
Christ in this Manila suburb has

resulted in a new church plant,
said Danni de Vera of Metro
Manila Ministries. The ministry
operates a tutorial center at the
Friendship Road
church. The
center teaches
children ages 3 to
6 reading, math
and moral values
from the Bible, de de Vera
Vera said.
Through the tutorial center,
church members made connections in Balubad, a relocation
area for “squatters” living in

Manila, de Vera said.
“As a result of this mission
work, we were able to plant the
Lord’s church in this area,” de
Vera said. “The majority of our
brethren in this place are parents
and relatives of children who
studied on our tutorial center.”
The new church meets in a
rented facility sponsored by
Metro Manila Ministries.

RWANDA

RUTARE — Church members
organized “prayer walking”
teams and Bible teaching teams
in this village in southwestern

LONDON — On a recent stopover in
this European capital, missionary
Timothy Johnson walked along a
path in Hyde Park with Oksana
Gubko and her husband, Vadim.
The Ukrainian Christians shared
their plans for the future.
“There were
no great truths
revealed or
deep philosophical questions,”
Johnson said. “It
was just a conversation between
old friends. But
Gubko
for me, it was the
sweet sound of victory.”
Johnson taught Gubko
at International Christian
University in Kiev, Ukraine.
She worshipped with a church
that met in Johnson’s home.
After Johnson returned to the
U.S., Gubko developed cancer
and could not afford treatments. Ukrainian Mission Work,
a ministry of the Westworth
Church of Christ in Fort Worth,
Texas, collected funds to help.
Gubko survived the treatments and now lives with her
husband outside of London.
Those who contributed to help
Gubko “gave a lesson of love to
a young Christian who continues
to show Christ’s love to others,”
Johnson said.
Rwanda. Joel Reed, a board
member for Missions Resource
Network, and his family participated and organized activities
for children during the visit.
“We were gratified that the
leaders of the village church that
hosted us ... were very confessional about their lack of prayer
for their non-Christian neighbors,” said Sam Shewmaker,
Mission Resource Network’s
facilitator for African church
planting. “They pledged to
renew their commitments to
pray for and to serve the needs
of their community.”
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Missionary reports first baptisms
on South Pacific island of Wallis
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

On a beautiful, moonlit night, Daniel and
Anne-Marie gave their lives to the Lord.
It was low tide on the island of Wallis,
so missionary Barry Baggott had to
walk at least a half mile through ankledeep water to find a suitable spot for baptism.
“Every once in a while
Daniel would steer us
clear of an area where we
might step on a stingray,
cut ourselves on some
coral or get tangled in
seaweed,” Baggott said. Baggott
It was the missionary’s
first trip to the French territory of Wallis
and Futuna, small islands in the South
Pacific, north of Fiji. The territory, home
to about 15,000 souls, has no known
Churches of Christ.
Baggott, who oversees a ministry that
produces French Gospel literature in
Nashville, Tenn., traveled with longtime
coworker Bob Prater, who currently lives
in Germany. They began the trip in New

Caledonia, an island of 249,000 people,
northwest of Australia, that also is a
French territory and has no Churches of
Christ. They spoke to religious groups
on the island and conducted Bible
studies before flying to Wallis.
The workers also made a two-day visit to
the island of Futuna. The island is divided
into two kingdoms. In one of them,
Sigave, the king refuses to let non-Catholic
groups evangelize, Baggott said. In the
other, Alo, the missionaries met with a
small evangelical church. The church’s
members showered the men with flower
leis for their journey back to Wallis.
“We were touched by how quickly and
warmly this group took us in,” Baggott
said, “and pray that this will be an open
door for teaching in the future.”
Baggott hopes to make another trip to
the islands later this year to follow up
with new contacts and to encourage new
Christians Daniel and Anne-Marie.
“Things won’t be easy for them, but
they are ready to suffer for the Lord’s
sake,” he said. “So it looks like the
church has begun on Wallis and Futuna.”

Kenya ministry names new principal
Abilene Christian University in Texas.
“Vocational skills are quite relevant,”
In 13 years as principal of Siriat Bible
he said, “for these prepare the student
School, David Tonui helped prepare
to go out to the field armed with an
more than 300 students to minister
opportunity to do tent-making as well as
and serve their people in
serving in the ministry.”
Kenya.
Tonui said he hopes
Tonui recently resigned
to encourage a similar
from the school in Sotik,
system at the Nairobi
Kenya, and moved to the
school.
capital to serve as prin“The objective is
cipal of the Nairobi Great
to create a holistic
Commission School.
approaching of training
Established in 1988 by
such that, at the end of
Kenyan church leaders
the day, both the spiritual
and missionaries, that
and physical needs of an
school trains evangelists
individual are addressed,”
from nations as far away
he said.
as Ghana and Botswana.
Succeeding Tonui at
It has 28 students from
PHOTO PROVIDED BY Gailyn Van Rheenen Siriat Bible School is
Kenya and Uganda, Tonui David Tonui with his wife, Eunice, Joseph K. Bett, a teacher
said, and operates several and children Fred, Edison,
at the school.
satellite campuses in cities Brenda and Mercy.
“I thank God for
including Mombasa.
enabling me to qualify for
At Siriat Bible School, students receive the (position),” Bett said. “I also thank
vocational training in addition to Bible
my wife and our children for praying for
and missions instruction, said Tonui,
me and for wishing the will of God to be
who earned a master’s in Bible from
done in our family.”
BY Erik Tryggestad | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

RiverWalk Church of Christ
in downtown Wichita, Kan., is
searching for a Youth Minister
for about 35 teens. Our church
is very service minded and
our teens represent about 12
different middle and high
schools. Degree and/or three
to five years of experience and
married preferred.
E-mail resume with references
and details of at least one
impactful event or activity you
have planned and executed with
teens by 10/15/10 to:

scott.ramsey@
riverwalkchurchofchrist.org
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NEED A BUS?
Call

Clearance Sale!

Call for a complete
list of our
Best Priced Buses!

Carpenter
BUS SALES
going the extra mile since 1953

Visit www.carpenterbus.com to see over
100 New & Used Buses in Stock.
We buy buses and welcome Trade-Ins.

Call Toll Free: 800.370.6180
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F A C U LT Y P O S I T I O N S AVA I L A B L E 2 0 1 1
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM. Seeking full-time faculty members to teach
courses in the basic sciences and/or clinical sciences. The academic rank of each
position will be commensurate with applicant’s experience. Expertise is sought in
basic sciences (gross anatomy, human physiology and/or exercise physiology, neuroscience, and biomechanics). Candidates should have a Ph.D., Ed.D., or other
advanced degree in content to be taught. Other positions sought in clinical sciences
(cardiovascular and pulmonary physical therapy, acute care and integumentary
physical therapy, adult neurological physical therapy, and pediatric physical therapy). These candidates should have eligibility for physical therapy licensure in
Arkansas, D.P.T. with extensive documented clinical experience in content area, or
D.P.T. with clinical certification. Preferred candidates will have an advanced doctoral degree (Ph.D., Ed.D., D.Sc.) with a clinical degree in physical therapy.
Preference will be given to applicants with experience in higher education, postdoctoral research experience and/or clinical specialization.
Submit inquiries or letter of application and current curriculum vita to Dr.
Mike McGalliard, director, at mmcgalliard@harding.edu or Harding University,
Box 12292, Searcy, AR 72143.

Sherwood & Myrtie

Foster’s Home
For Children
(Stephenville, Texas)
Announces its

50th Anniversary
Celebration

Saturday, October 23
2-4 p.m.

Gene Stallings
Keynote

For more information, contact
Glenn Newberry, President
(254) 968-2143, Ext. 235
glenn@fostershome.org
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AFRICA: U.S. funds can help reach lost but also can create disunity
FROM PAGE 1

his salary from the U.S., he is
tempted to answer only to the
source of his support — not the
African congregation he serves,
Shereni says.
Without proper
oversight, it also
is easy for evangelists to falsify
reports to their
supporters.
“We are not
saying, ‘Stop
Shereni
supporting us,’”
he adds. Instead,
he suggests that
U.S. and African
churches form
project-driven
partnerships that
involve entire
congregations.
“Members of
Nyahore
the church are
the stakeholders,” Nyahore
says. “They have fascinating
ideas that can help improve the
church. But, because they don’t
have access to communication
with some people who can help,
they go nowhere.”

WHEN THE BOSS IS OVERSEAS

ministry overseen by Kenyans.
Across the continent, foreign
aid is a fact of life, Mwambu said.
“The Muslims from the
Middle East are pumping lots of
money into Africa for their religion to spread,” he added.
Funds from the U.S. can help
African churches reach the lost,
said Charles Ngoje, missions
director for Winyo Christian
Academy in Kenya. But money
also can create disunity and
lead to abuse, he said.
“It is common sense that
someone will do a better job if his
boss were around,” Ngoje said.
“A situation in which one’s boss
is thousands of miles away — in
distance, world view, culture — is
not an effective arrangement.”
But Ngoje noted that, in
some cases, African church
leaders who answer only to
their foreign benefactors are
mimicking the behavior of their
American predecessors.
Ngoje remembers a meeting
when African church leaders
asked a foreign missionary how
he was spending his time.
The missionary replied that
he was answerable only to the
people who sent him, Ngoje said.

In the past century, mission
efforts and Bible corresponA GAP BETWEEN PULPIT AND PEW
dence programs have yielded
In Kenya, foreign money is
thousands of baptisms in subone factor that has contributed
Saharan Africa. Today, the conti- to “a big discrepancy between
nent is home to more Churches the African clergy and the
of Christ than the U.S.
flock,” said Ronald Wasilwa.
In such a
Wasilwa works
Christian-rich envi‘In Africa, the pew for a non-governronment, hiring
mental organizaand the pulpit live in tion and preaches
local evangelists
makes more finanKitale, Kenya.
two different worlds inHe
cial sense to many
cited a
U.S. churches than — and we are all to survey conducted
sending missionby a council of
blame.’
aries — especially
churches in his
in the midst of an
homeland of
Ronald Wasilwa
economic downvarious Christian
Minister, Kitale, Kenya, Church of Christ denominations.
turn. Supporting
African ministers
The study found
also helps alleviate poverty.
that many evangelists enjoy a
“If you can’t eat, you can’t
standard of living much higher
tell the people that God is able
than the churches they serve.
As a result, religious leaders
(while) you are suffering,” said
often have difficulty motivating
Julius Mwambu, an evangelist
in Mombasa, Kenya. Mwambu
their congregations to perform
receives support from the U.S.,
good works, Wasilwa said.
but it is funneled through a
“In Africa, the pew and the

NEW MODELS, BUT RESPECT FOR OLD

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Moses K. Banda, center, and fellow students at African Christian College in
Swaziland listen during Ira Hill’s class on project leadership.
pulpit live in two different
worlds — and we are all to
blame,” Wasilwa said.

DOES FOREIGN AID STIFLE GIVING?

Dependency on U.S. dollars
also can discourage African
churches from contributing
financially to benevolence,
said Leonard Chumo Falex, a
minister in Nairobi, Kenya.
When U.S. churches support
works without contributions
from African churches, “the
African people are continually
denied the opportunity to be
blessed as givers,” Falex said.
African culture encourages
people to share, even if they
live in poverty, and the U.S.
church often fails to “harness
the beauty of a giving African
spirit,” Falex said.
Because of dependence on
American money, some rural
African churches don’t practice

sacrificial giving, said Fielden
Allison, a longtime missionary
in Kenya and instructor at
African Christian College.
Allison informally surveyed
Churches of Christ with about
40 members each and found that
most collected the equivalent of
one U.S. dollar each Sunday.
“That is an average of about
2.5 cents per person,” Allison
said. “The same people drink
several cups of tea per week
(that) cost about 10 cents per
cup.” Many pay tuition for their
children and own cell phones.
“Will the African church
be judged by God for their
failure to give to support their
own works?” he said. “Will
Western churches be judged for
enabling African churches to
depend on outside help instead
of shouldering their own
responsibility? Tough questions
need tough answers.”

The three students — Banda,
Shereni and Nyahore — say
they dream of a day when
American and African churches
can function as equal partners,
identifying short-term projects
and pooling funds to make them
happen.
Sam Shewmaker, a longtime
missionary in Africa, agrees
that there is a need for “intercultural, church-to-church
partnerships.”
“This will not be easy,” said
Shewmaker, who lives in Kigali,
Rwanda, and serves as African
church-planting facilitator for
Missions Resource Network.
“It will take a humility and
determination to build communication, understanding and
trust … . But the payoff can
be greater unity in the body of
Christ and much more effectiveness in achieving God’s global
mission.”
Though American money has
created problems in African
churches, South African evangelist Chris Burke warned
against condemning the model
of U.S. churches supporting
missionaries in Africa.
Though not perfect, “it’s the
model that effectively established the church in Africa,”
Burke said.
“God used missionaries to
accomplish great things, in
spite of their normal, human
shortcomings,” he said.
Ngoje agreed.
“We must not forget that
there are trustworthy individuals who have
been tried and
tested and have
(done) a great
job with direct
support from the
U.S.,” he said.
Ngoje
“The growth
of the Kingdom is paramount
and must not be jeopardized by
paradigm shifts.
“Let the Holy Spirit lead
willing supporters as to how
best their donations can serve
to bring a greater good to the
missional need in Africa.”
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African schools, missions seek ways
to balance support, self-sufficiency
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

TUBUNGU, Swaziland — After a day of
teaching classes, instructors at African
Christian College gather for a “braai” —
an Afrikaans word for “barbecue.”
Over a steaming plate of grilled pork
and chicken, Samson Shandu talks about
his baptism in 1970, his years of ministry
and his joy that Churches of Christ will
be here “even after we are gone from
this globe.”
In 33 years of training preachers here,
Shandu has seen the college, formerly
known as Manzini Bible School, transform from a ministry training school
to a three-year institution that offers
subjects from world history to hermeneutics, from Bible prophecy to business
practices.
The students work in gardens and
a macadamia nut orchard on campus.
Some help raise chickens and goats. The
school tries to offer them tools to find
secular employment as they preach.
The college’s programs are designed
to teach students that “you’re not going
to be crawling all the time,” Shandu said.
“You’re expected to stand
up and start walking and
do things yourself.”
Across Africa, ministries
take different approaches
to provide support and
avoid dependence:
• As a minister’s
daughter, Idong Mkpong- Shandu
Ruffin grew up in Nigeria
and understands the
financial limitations of the
country’s churches.
But, “I truly agree
that the direct support
of preachers in Africa
lends itself to dependency
— almost akin to the
welfare situation in the
MkpongU.S.” said Mkpong-Ruffin, Ruffin
who teaches at Faulkner
University in Montgomery, Ala.
Her father, Okon Mkpong, established
the Nigerian Christian Institute to train
believers in ministry and help them find
secular employment. Graduates of the
institute earn a high school diploma and
have the opportunity to get a two-year
college degree before being sent into the
mission field, Idong Mkpong-Ruffin said.
• In Zambia, George Benson Christian
College trains ministers in math, English,

With the many obligations you face - family, church, work, and so much more - it may seem that
the pursuit of a Bible education is impossible. However, with the online program from Heritage
Christian University, the classroom can now come to you! Receive the same fresh instruction and
new material as the students in the classroom from anywhere in the world. You can listen to the
lecture in a variety of formats as many times as it takes to engrain the lesson, whether watching
the class on your laptop, listening to it on your iPod at the gym, or on CD during your morning
commute. Or mix and match. The choice is yours.
ERIK TRYGGESTAD

African Christian College student Charles
Wanyama, from Uganda, teaches Bible class at
the Matsapha Church of Christ in Swaziland.
history and religious education. U.S.
sponsors and Zambian church programs
pay for the training. The Zambian government hires the graduates as teachers,
said missionary Linda Gregersen.
“Students are sent to areas of Zambia
where the church is weak or nonexistent, and most are hired by the Zambian
government within a year,” she said. “So
far, over 200 churches have been planted
in Zambia using this model.”
• In Kenya, elders of the Winyo
Church of Christ contacted the Forest
Home Church of Christ in Franklin,
Tenn., about supporting its pulpit
minister, Jacob Randiek, who also
serves as chaplain for Winyo Christian
Academy. The U.S. church provides
money to the Winyo elders, who use the
funds for Randiek’s salary.
“He knows (the money) comes from
America,” said Charles Ngoje, missions
director for the academy, but “Winyo
elders have authority over him. They can
sit him down and talk sternly, eye-to-eye,
if they are not pleased with his work.”
Ngoje also receives support through
the Forest Home church.
• The Benton, Ky., Church of Christ
supports a ministry training program
in the West African nation of Benin.
Graduates sometimes receive help to
purchase motorcycles or generators,
said Benton elder Ed Jones.
“The tightrope I have walked since day
one is not to get an African preacher tied
to an American salary, but not to lose
a trained preacher because he cannot
support his family,” Jones said.

A stellar Bible education in a versatile format designed to fit your schedule... that’s
HCU online. Visit www.hcu.edu to test drive a course!
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FRIENDSPEAK: Ministry uses Let’s Start Talking approach at home
her father-in-law worked with
the woman’s husband.
“How blessed could a person
hope to be?” Bob McAfee said.
“I’ve reached the pinnacle.”

FROM PAGE 1

outreach effort, which she said
helps church members interact
with immigrants and expose
them to Jesus.
“A lot of people are just newly
on the scene and struggling with
the language, trying to improve
(their English skills) so that
they can they can improve their
work situation,” said Manassee,
wife of Culver Palms senior
minister Mark Manassee.
The domestic version of Let’s
Start Talking, FriendSpeak
provides a free service with
tangible benefits, Angela
Manassee said.
At the same time, the
program connects church
members with unchurched
neighbors in a casual, nonthreatening setting, she said.
FriendSpeak started when
American mission workers —
enthusiastic about Let’s Start
Talking’s international success
— asked why the
simple approach
of one-on-one
English instruction using the
Bible could not
be tried at home.
“It’s the same
strategy,” said
Woodward
Ben Woodward,
director of FriendSpeak, a
nonprofit organization based in
Bedford, Texas. “We just have
to adapt a little bit for a longerterm approach here.”

MULTICULTURAL AMERICA

While FriendSpeak emerged
in the early 1990s, most of the
domestic ministry’s growth
has occurred in the past five to
seven years, said Woodward, the
German-born son of missionaries
Mark and Sherrylee Woodward,
who founded Let’s Start Talking
about 30 years ago.
“Our churches have really
awakened to the fact that the
demographics around them
have changed, that the communities around them are
different,” said Woodward, referring to the nation’s increasing
ethnic and religious diversity.
“Churches now realize this, and

POWER OF THE WORD

RON COX

Culver Palms church member Kelly Shaw, right, reads with Teresa Nicolin as part of the “FriendSpeak” ministry.
they’re being proactive about it.”
Woodward said FriendSpeak
does not keep records on the
number of baptisms resulting
from the ministry or even the
number of churches involved.
FriendSpeak offers in-person
training for interested churches
as well as online resources at
www.friendspeak.org.
“My best estimate is that
somewhere between 275
and 300 churches are using
FriendSpeak,” Woodward said.
He mentioned the Bellevue
Church of Christ in the Seattle
area, the North Central Church
of Christ in Bloomington, Ind.,
the Overland Park Church of
Christ in Kansas, the Glen Allen
Church of Christ in Virginia
and the Prestoncrest Church of
Christ in Dallas — among others — as examples of congregations that have embraced the
ministry.
At Prestoncrest, preaching
minister Gordon Dabbs said he
met a Brazilian woman named
Elza recently at the church’s
late Sunday morning worship
assembly.
“Her English wasn’t great,
so I recommended she get

help through our FriendSpeak
ministry,” said Dabbs, a former
missionary to Brazil who speaks
Portuguese. “She came back
Sunday evening and got plugged
in. She’s learning English and
learning about the Lord.”
Dozens of immigrants, mainly
Chinese, study English — and
the Bible — with FriendSpeak
volunteers at Prestoncrest each
week, regularly resulting in souls
converted to Christ, Dabbs said.
Prestoncrest member Bob
McAfee, a FriendSpeak volunteer for about seven years, tells
the story of a young woman
and her mother — both natives
of Colombia — who were baptized as a result of the ministry.
In fact, the young woman
— Biviana Marin — became
McAfee’s daughter-in-law.
The “arranged marriage,” as
McAfee describes it, came after
he and his wife, Amy, invited
Bivi and her mother to a large
group luncheon at their house.
“My wife insisted we leave the
chair next to Bivi open for our
son (Landon),” McAfee said.
“He arrived a couple of minutes
late and took the only seat left
— next to Bivi. Amy and I had

no idea what the outcome would
be. It turned out, about three
years later, to be a wedding.”
Bivi McAfee, a secondgrade bilingual teacher, now
volunteers with FriendSpeak.
Recently, she studied with a
Muslim woman from Iran while

At Betty-Jean Johnson’s
congregation in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, FriendSpeak serves
new immigrants to Canada as
well as foreign students from
area universities.
“The program is a great way
for those who enjoy meeting
new people and learning about
other cultures to use their
talents,” Johnson said.
“We have met so many from
numerous places, and our church
family is a warm and friendly
group for these newcomers. We
know we are seed-planters and
are willing to wait for God to give
the increase.”
Evelyn Davis, a member of the
Grapevine Church of Christ in
Texas, developed a close relationship with a young Japanese
woman. At first, the FriendSpeak
student expressed an interest
only in vocabulary, word usage
and conversation skills.
But near the end of the study,
the woman began asking more
See CULVER PALMS, Page 15

BOBBY ROSS JR.

A large mosque near the Culver Palms Church of Christ in Los Angeles
helps illustrate the neighorhood’s ethnic and religious diversity.
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Faculty Positions for 2011-2012
Pepperdine University’s Seaver College of Letters, Arts, and Sciences and its Graduate
School of Education and Psychology invite applications for tenure-track or visiting
positions that may be available for the 2011-2012 academic year. All successful
candidates will have a Ph.D. or equivalent, a research agenda, and an active
commitment to the University’s Christian mission.
SEAVER COLLEGE OF LETTERS, ARTS, AND SCIENCES
Accounting
Communication
Decision Science
French
Marketing

Mathematics
Mediated/Mass Communication
Nutritional Science
Old Testament
Organizational Behavior and Management

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Chinese-speaking members arrive for worship at the Culver Palms church in Los Angeles.

CULVER PALMS: ‘The Word speaks for itself’
FROM PAGE 14

questions about biblical content.
“As she read the last lesson — about
the resurrection and ascension — she
sat back and said, ‘What a story; I never
heard the whole story. I will have to read
my Bible now,’” Davis said. “It was such
a faith-building experience for me to see
the power of the Word.”
Noreen Bryant’s first exposure to
FriendSpeak came 15 years ago as a
member of the Heritage Church of
Christ in Clawson, Mich.
“I will never forget how wonderfully it
enabled me to build relationships with
a few different reading partners — one
from Bolivia, one from Armenia and one
from China,” said Bryant, who now lives
in Virginia. “Reading together from the
Bible made it easy to move away from
small talk into substantive discussions
together about life and faith.
“It was so natural and easy to connect
on a heart level as we read the life of Jesus
and discussed the questions together.”
The FriendSpeak ministry of the
Church of Christ Student Center at
Arkansas Tech University in Russellville,
Ark., introduced a Taiwanese student
named RuRu to Jesus.
“I learned about Jesus, God and the
Bible,” RuRu, now back home and
attending a house church, said in an
e-mail to her teacher, Craig Davis, the
center’s missions and international student coordinator.

“Praise be to the Lord,” RuRu said, “for
he shows his wonderful love to me when
I am ... everywhere.”

COFFEE, CONVERSATION, CONVERSIONS

Each Tuesday night, Culver Palms members welcome FriendSpeak participants to
the church building for coffee, soft drinks,
cookies — and conversation.
In the last two years, the West L.A.
congregation has enrolled students from
Argentina, China, Guatemala, India, Iran,
Mexico and Turkey.
“The goal, as the name says, is just to
be a friend,” said church member Dean
Shaw, studying with a Buddhist teenager
from Tibet. “So it’s made it easier to minister because there’s no pressure.”
Using a FriendSpeak workbook as a
starting point, Shaw reads one-on-one with
the teen and shares simple stories from
the Gospel of Luke. But over time, Shaw
said, “you talk about deeper things … and
you develop a friendship.”
Sometimes, those friendships lead to
conversions.
“The Word speaks for itself, and we’re
reading through the Word,” Angela
Manassee said. “We can share our life, but
we don’t need to come on strong, because
the Word really illustrates it. It really does.
“We are the illustration of what it means
to be a Christian,” she added. “So, in that
whole process of becoming friends and
helping them in their life improve an area,
I think the Word really does it all.”

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION AND PSYCHOLOGY
Education, Leadership, and Policy
Pepperdine University is an equal opportunity employer.
For a more comprehensive description of the positions available and information about how
to apply, visit the Web site www.pepperdine.edu/hr/employment/faculty/
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ministry
Chimala Mission, ain48-year-old
East Africa, needs:
•An on-site administrator.
• American doctors and nurses to work at the
mission’s 120-bed hospital.
• Experienced Bible teachers for short- and
long-term assignments.
• Schoolteachers capable of training local
teachers and launching a school.
• Workers to paint and repair buildings
and equipment.
For more information, contact Bill Stinson at billyb.stinson@gmail.com
or Randy Gray at chimalarandy@att.net or (817) 319-7936.

HOUSE PARENTS
Hope Harbor Children’s Home & Family Ministries will have a house
parent position opening up in the coming months.
Hope Harbor is seeking a house parent couple who are faithful members
of the Church of Christ to work in a cottage with six young teens.
Hope Harbor hires both husband and wife with a competitive salary,
providing meals, room and board, utilities, medical coverage and a
generous amount of time off. Supervision and training are provided to
equip couples who are interested in becoming part of this work.

COUNSELOR
Hope Harbor Children’s Home & Family Ministries has an opening
for a master’s level counselor. Hope Harbor is expanding its services to
include off-site counseling. These services will be provided under Hope
Harbor’s supervision, but will be offered out of offices in church settings.
Successful applicants will have a master’s degree in counseling, social
work, or a related field, and will have excellent communication skills.
All counseling will be short-term and focused on the needs of children
and families.
Additional responsibilities will involve providing parent training workshops. Content and training for these workshops will be provided.
As this ministry will take place in offices made available by Churches of
Christ, and in direct collaboration with church leadership, qualified applicants must be members of the Church of Christ and comfortable working
in this setting.

For more information, call Ralph Richardson at
(918) 343-0003, ext. 230, or e-mail
Ralph@hopeharborinc.org.
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ARCHAEOLOGY: Members find artifacts
FROM PAGE 3

as recorded in I Samuel 6. It’s also the
site of some of Samson’s activities during the time of the Judges.
Manor said excavations at BethShemesh since 1990 have uncovered an
underground water reservoir and the
largest iron workshop found in the
Middle East, both dating around the
10th Century B.C.
For the last few years, groups have been
excavating a destruction level that preserves what archaeologists believe to be a
queen’s palace from the 14th Century B.C.
Michele Sperle and her husband,
Kolin, members of the 151st Street
Church of Christ in Olathe, Kan., traveled to Beth-Shemesh with Manor for
the first time in 2007. The Sperles were
also part of the latest trip.
“This year we found mud ovens in living quarters,” Michele Sperle said. “We
found a cosmetic tray — a granite rock
with an indention that was used to grind
minerals that women would use for
makeup. I found a thread creator made
out of Philistine pottery.
“It’s exciting because the artifacts you
get to touch haven’t been touched by
human hands in thousands of years.”
Edward Short, senior Chinese producer for Franklin, Tenn.-based World
Christian Broadcasting, echoed Michele
Sperle’s excitement about uncovering
artifacts that pre-date Christ.
Short, who went with Manor for the
first time this past summer, said he
saved frequent-flyer miles for several
years so he could participate in the BethShemesh excavation. The trip costs
about $3,500.
“The days I dug up something were a
thrill beyond words,” said Short, whose
findings included flint knives and pounding stones.
The team of archaeologists divided
into five groups of three that each excavated a small square section of the site.
Short said his group uncovered the
least amount of artifacts but some of the
most exciting ones. His digging partner
Sarah Yeager, a Harding sophomore from
Hughes Springs, Texas, excavated a small
jug. “I was straightening the square edge,
and a piece of pottery pops out,” Yeager
said. “I felt like it was my child. It was
perfect. The base of it fit in the palm of
my hand. I loved that thing like a child.”
For Short, the excitement of uncovering
artifacts like the jug that are thousands of
years old overshadowed the intense daily
schedule the group endured.

DALE MANOR

Student Sarah Yeager excavated a small jug.

Tel Aviv University archaeology professors Shlomo Bunimovitz and Zvi
Lederman, who direct the excavations at
Beth-Shemesh, educated the group
about the artifacts uncovered each day.
Frank Wheeler, professor of biblical
studies at York University in Nebraska,
said participants traveled on weekends
to notable biblical sites in Galilee,
Jerusalem and areas near the Dead Sea.
The entire group came together for
weekly worship and connected the sites
they visited with Scripture.
“Several of us stayed after the dig and
went down to Mount Nebo, where God
showed Moses the Promised Land,” she
said. “Just to stand there and read the
Bible was phenomenal.”
Manor said the group members’
strong work ethic was reflective of their
commitment to Christ. Lederman was
especially impressed with group member Liz Thompson of Searcy, who
worked diligently despite suffering from
Parkinson’s disease.
“Sister Thompson’s ability to deal with
the stress of Parkinson’s because of her
faith set her attitude significantly apart
from Dr. Lederman’s sister who wrestles
with the disease,” Manor said. “Zvi noticed
the difference, and it impressed him.”
Manor, who has built a strong friendship with Bunimovitz and Lederman, said
he believes this year’s group planted a
seed in the hearts of the Israeli directors.
“Repeatedly, Bunimovitz and
Lederman commented on the season as
the ‘best ever.’ They were not referring
to the finds. … The comment had to be
about the work ethic and diligence of
our group,” Manor said.
“No one was ever absent because of
hangovers or laziness. The people were
always there and cooperative. The summary speech by Shlomo really took me
back when he said, ‘We love you very
much.’ I had never heard him say that to
any other group.”
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For one Navajo, a long journey home
GROWING UP AT MANUELITO Navajo Children’s Home, Norman Chee Atchison found faith and love. But he let alcohol
and drugs wreck his life. When he finally came back to God, he decided to return the blessings that he received.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I

GALLUP, N.M.

t’s past 9 p.m. on a Sunday
when Norman Chee Atchison,
a housefather at Manuelito
Navajo Children’s Home, goes
to tuck in 3-year-old Monica.
When Atchison and his wife,
Cathy, step into Monica’s room,
they find her and two older girls
on the floor playing.
“Girls! You’re supposed to be
showered and in bed already,
lights off,” Cathy says, reminding
them of school in the morning.
The white hair bow and blue
denim dress that she wore to
church that night replaced
with purple pajamas, Monica
crawls under the covers beside
a stuffed Mickey Mouse that
shares her pillow.
Norman kneels beside her bed
and prays, as he does every night.
And he smiles, ever cognizant
of the remarkable faith journey
that brought him back here
— to this patch of desert and
mountain terrain where he was
raised — after what seemed like
a lifetime away.
“When I graduated from
high school, I said I was never
going to come back to Gallup,”
said Norman, 49, a full-blooded
Navajo Indian who saw no
future for himself in a land of
broken dreams.
“I guess the good Lord had
other plans.”

BABY’S NEW HOME

PHOTO PROVIDED

A young Norman Chee wears a
cowboy hat and boots that two
church ladies bought him during a
fund-raising trip to Texas.

Manuelito Navajo Children’s
Home began in the late 1950s
as an outgrowth of a Church of
Christ preaching mission on the
Navajo Reservation, an American
Indian nation that covers parts of
New Mexico, Arizona and Utah.
Navajo families steeped
in poverty and ravaged by

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Norman Chee Atchison, a full-blooded Navajo Indian, poses by a portrait of L.D. “Vernie” and Norine Atchison, who
raised him at Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home near Gallup, N.M., about 140 miles west of Albuquerque.
alcoholism started bringing
their children to live with the
American missionaries, even
though most adult Navajos did
not trust the white man enough
to accept the Gospel.
The reservation encompasses
27,000 square miles. It’s the size
of Vermont, Massachusetts,
Connecticut and Rhode Island
combined.
Beer bottles line the side
of highways — evidence of
alcoholism and despair among
the 250,000 Navajos who call the
reservation home.

A Texan named L.D. “Vernie”
Atchison and his wife, Norine,
moved to Manuelito, a Navajo
town west of Gallup, to work
with the children’s home in 1961.
L.D. Atchison soon became the
home’s superintendent.
At the beginning, the home
consisted of two cinderblock
buildings in poor repair, with
bare concrete floors and no
indoor plumbing. Men and
women from the Gallup Church
of Christ stuccoed the buildings,
laid tile flooring and installed
inside bathrooms.

In the winter of 1962, a
16-month-old Navajo boy named
Norman Chee came to live with
the Atchisons.
Skinny and malnourished,
Norman might not have made it
through that winter, he said, if not
for the Atchisons rescuing him.
Norman’s mother had died,
and his father drank heavily. A
grandmother cared for him, but
other relatives were concerned
about him and his siblings and
asked the children’s home to
take them. However, the home
CONTINUED
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A sign greets visitors at the 37-acre campus of Manuelito Navajo Children’s Home, west of Gallup, N.M.
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Norman Chee Atchison and his wife, Cathy, pose with the children who live
in their cottage. Pictured, from left, are Daniel, Heather, Laramie, Tisharae,
Monica and Michael. Not pictured are newcomers Brandon and Everett.

Returning home to return blessings
CONTINUED

needed the father’s permission,
and he resisted at first.
“My nana was screaming at
him in Navajo, giving him a
what-for,” Norman said, recalling
the account shared with him by
Norine Atchison. “Finally, he
shook his head, and my aunt said,
‘Go get them.’”

GRUFF HEART OF GOLD

The Manuelito home leased its
original location from Santa Fe
Railroad — a site not for sale.
When 23 acres west of Gallup
became available for $11,000,
L.D. Atchison went on the road
and raised money from churches
in New Mexico, California and
the Texas Panhandle.
In 1964, the home moved to
its present location, where it
expanded to 37 acres and houses
children in seven-bedroom
cottages. Perched between
Interstate 40 and historic Route 66,
the home is about 140 miles west
of Albuquerque. The interstate and
nearby railroad tracks make for an
all-night harmony of tractor-trailer
rigs and trains.
At one time, more than 70 boys
and girls lived at the home.
Today, the ministry cares for 15

children in two cottages, plus a few
pregnant girls and young single
mothers and their children.
The decline can be attributed
in part to improved living conditions on the reservation, although
many Navajos still live without
running water, said Jim Christian,
the home’s superintendent.
Besides providing residential
care, the children’s home operates
Gallup Christian School. About
45 students from kindergarten
through 12th grade study reading,
writing, arithmetic — and Bible.
Joel Peterson, a longtime Gallup
Church of Christ elder, worked
with L.D. Atchison to build the first
cottages on the permanent site.
“Vernie and I were real close.
He was just a good, solid Christian
man in every respect,” Peterson,
82, said over lunch at a Gallup cafe
as craftsmen drifted from table to
table and sold Navajo souvenirs.
“A young preacher said, ‘When
you talk to Vernie, he’ll seem
kind of gruff. But underneath is a
kind old man who’ll do anything
for you,’” the elder said. “I think
that was a real good description.”

the man who became his father.
A treasured black-and-white
photograph shows Norman
wearing a brand-new cowboy hat
and boots that two church ladies
in Texas bought him on one of
his dad’s fund-raising trips.
In another photo, he and his
foster brother Lee sit on a table in
front of a big display for Manuelito
Navajo Children’s Home at a Bible
lectureship in Oklahoma.
It had been raining, and Norine
Atchison, now 90, was trying to
keep the boys out of the mud.
That night, a lectureship speaker
praised the home’s “live display.”
In a 1964 cover picture on a

newsletter called “Along the
Navajo Trail,” Norman and
other children pose in front of a
48-passenger GMC school bus.
Individual church members and
congregations had donated 2,700
books of S&H Green Stamps to
purchase the bus.
“Navajo Children’s Home —
Church of Christ,” said the black
letters on the side of the bus.
As a teenager, Norman went to
a Navajo government office and
filled out paperwork to unofficially “adopt” the Atchisons as his
parents. He placed a notice in the
Navajo Times and changed his
name to Norman Chee Atchison.

MEMORIES OF THE ROAD

As a boy, Norman Chee enjoyed
nothing more than traveling with
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Cathy Atchison maintains the clothes closet at the children’s home.

Norman recalls that L.D. and
Norine — “Dad” and “Mom” to
him — always treated all the children in their care as their own.
“That’s what love is all about,
what family is all about, what
caring for one another is all about.
Dad wanted the kids to know what
a home was like,” Norman said of
L.D., who died in 1988.
“He didn’t want it to be known
as a foster home. He wanted to
treat it as a home, just like your
home, your family.”

TRIALS OF HIS LIFE

Norman grew up going to
church. In junior high, he
accepted Jesus as his Savior and
was baptized.
But after high school, he left
home and moved to Texas. He
drifted away from his faith.
Like many of his fellow Navajos
— including people close to him
— he started drinking heavily. He
used drugs. He married, had kids
and divorced.
In short, he wrecked his life.
The realization hit him when
his Navajo half-sister died of alcohol-related causes and he gained
custody of a niece. When the girl
ran away, Norman found her. But
she refused to come home.

Norman Chee Atchison and his wife, Cathy, pray with the children who live in their cottage before a Sunday night meal.

Norman Chee Atchison is a big fan of the Dallas Cowboys. He shows off some
of the Cowboys’ memorabilia that he has collected.
“I’m tired of you coming home
drunk,” she told him. “I’m tired
of taking care of you. I don’t love
you anymore.”
That experience caused something to snap in Norman. He
began rebuilding his life and has
been sober for 17 years, he said.
Later, he met Cathy, also a
divorcee, and they married
seven years ago. They were
attending the Lewisville Church
of Christ, north of Dallas,
when they learned that Darrel
Henderson from Manuelito
Navajo Children’s Home would
be making a Sunday presentation.
The Atchisons invited Darrel and
his wife, Beverly, to lunch.
“Are you guys hiring houseparents?” Norman asked, much to
the shock of his wife. At the time,
Norman worked for a sign shop.
Cathy was a medical assistant.
A few weeks later, Norman and
Cathy traveled to the home to
deliver a U-Haul full of supplies
donated by a closed church.

They walked around campus
and visited with Merle and
Annette Roehr, who have served
19 years as houseparents. Like
Norman, Cathy started feeling a
nudge to take the plunge.
She said she can’t explain it,
“other than God moving me.”
Or as Norman put it, “You
never know how your life’s going
to end up or where God’s going
to put you.”

heritage fill the Atchison cottage.
Authentic Navajo arrowheads
decorate shelves. Indian paintings cover the walls. A Native
American mat hangs over a
portrait of L.D. and Norine.
Before a Sunday night dinner
of Italian meatball sandwiches —
topped off with a dessert choice
of blackberry cheesecake or
peach cobbler — Norman, Cathy
and the children hold hands and
thank God for their blessings.
Most nights, they read a
Scripture and talk about it.
Yet some of the children believe
in skinwalkers — people with a

supernatural ability to turn into
any animal they desire — and
other aspects of Navajo religion.
“I try to encourage them to
keep their language, to keep their
culture,” said Norman, noting that
Tish and Laramie speak Navajo in
addition to English.
“But by us being here as
Christians, we have a responsibility to teach them God’s word, to
let them make that choice of what
the separation is” between Navajo
culture and the Christian life.
“When you see them get
baptized,” he added, “they’ve
made that decision, and you feel

‘HOPE FOR A BETTER FUTURE’

These days, Norman and Cathy
care for a houseful of children,
including Laramie, Michael,
Heather, Tisharae, Brandon,
Everett, Monica and Norman’s
biological son Daniel.
At Gallup Christian, Norman
teaches art and physical education and coaches basketball.
Cathy maintains the home’s
clothes closet, organizing donations and preparing excess items
for delivery to the reservation.
Reminders of Norman’s Navajo

Norman Chee Atchison prays with 3-year-old Monica before she goes to sleep.

like you’ve done your job. But the
job doesn’t stop there.”
Norman has baptized a number
of children since his return to
the home in 2007, including
Tish. Laramie accepted Christ
this summer at Four Corners
Christian camp.
“Norman knows the full range
of emotions these kids deal with,”
said Jeff Foster, the home’s
development and church relations director. “Since he’s Navajo,
he understands the culture, the
history and the people.”
At the same time, Foster said,
“He is extremely laid-back, just
a very easygoing guy. He cares
passionately about this work, and
he’s basically invested everything in it. He and Cathy both
have. They’re very spiritual, very
humble and ideal, I think, for
taking care of kids.”
Norman doesn’t hesitate when
asked why he came back.
“To give back what was given to
us,” he said. “Mom and Dad gave
their lives to make sure that we
were able to have a life. That’s what
this home is all about — to give the
kids hope for a better future — and
I’m grateful for that.
“That’s why I came back.”
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SERVING CHRIST IN THE CITY is the goal of this longtime wordsmith and advocate of urban ministry.

B

BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

illie Silvey owes her love
of words, in part, to the
Happy Herald. Her father
owned the small newspaper — based, appropriately enough, in the town of Happy,
Texas — and she helped him put it
out every week.
Born in Sacramento, Calif., she
grew up in Texas but returned to
the Golden State to study English
and journalism at Pepperdine
University. She did graduate
work in urban ministry at Fuller
Theological Seminary in Pasadena.
For 24 years, she worked for 21st
Century Christian magazine as an
editor. She later served as outreach
minister for the Culver Palms Church
of Christ in Los Angeles.
She also was executive director of the Culver Palms Life Skills
Lab, a ministry of the church. She
served a diverse population of
people in need, encouraging them
to complete their education. She
also helped them get jobs — and,
occasionally, refrigerators.
Now 67, Silvey works as a case
manager and grant writer for
Westchester High School Healthy
Start in Los Angeles and does freelance writing and editing. Her book,
“God’s Child in the City: Catching
God’s Vision for Urban Ministry,”
published by Leafwood Press, is a
moving picture of ministry among
the poor and disenfranchised.
Married to Frank Silvey for 47
years, she still loves ideas and
language and “getting the words
right.” She writes about a variety of
subjects monthly on her website,
billiesilvey.com.

What is “urban ministr y?”
What makes it unique?
When I lived in a small town
as a child, we knew when
someone suffered a catastrophe
or was in need. Problems came
at a manageable pace.
In an urban setting, you’re
working with so many people
with so many needs and motivations, you pray constantly for
the wisdom and discernment to
identify the people you truly can
help.
God doesn’t expect us always
to know when a person is lying,
but he expects us to do our best
and seek his guidance.
Urban ministry demands the
heart of Christ. It demands
flexibility and accepting people
who are different from you.
It demands creativity, energy,
money and prayer. It demands
commitment to a constantly
changing group of people who
may not appreciate your efforts
or may expect more than you
can deliver.
Urban ministry demands that
you relinquish control. It can
get messy, because people and
their problems often are messy.
It can be physically, emotionally
and spiritually taxing. But it can
be satisfying.
How are the needs of urban
dwellers unique?
People in small towns know
and help each other. Urban
people often have moved away
from their families and support
groups. They may be suspicious
of strangers trying to help.
Most of the people who sought
our services had been laid off
or lacked up-to-date technical
skills. Some were single women
who had been abused or left with
children to support but without
the education or experience to
get jobs in the demanding Los
Angeles job market.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Billie Silvey

‘Urban ministry ... demands

commitment to a constantly
changing group of people
who may not appreciate your
efforts or may expect more
than you can deliver. Urban
ministry demands that you
relinquish control.’
Billie Silvey
Many urban people are lonely.
Though they live in areas of
dense population concentration,
they may not know as many
people as their counterparts
in small towns. They lack the
support network many rely on.
Urban people are mobile. As
soon as you seem to be making
progress, the person you’re
working with may move away or
fall back into bad habits or just
stop showing up.
The challenge to urban ministers is to see past the defenses
sophisticated urban dwellers put
up to shield their vulnerability.

What drew you to urban
ministr y?
In 1965, Frank and I moved
to Los Angeles. I’d been a
Christian since I was 13, always
involved in a local church. The
needs I encountered, first with
the Vermont Avenue Church of
Christ in South Los Angeles, then
with the Culver Palms Church
on the west side, touched my
heart. I’ve worked with neglected
youth, homeless people, the
unchurched, the unemployed
and recent immigrants.
Some Christians in the city
draw closer to each other and
avoid the people around them.
That doesn’t reflect the teachings and behavior of Jesus, who
came to do good, to seek and
save the lost, and to preach good
news to the poor.
You have said that ‘we find
new life by ser ving others.’
How so?
Serving others, using our
talents to the fullest, then going
beyond through prayer, is the
most energizing life possible.
When we’re working with a
group of Christians who are
united in purpose and motivation, even the most difficult tasks
seem simpler and more fulfilling.
When we forget ourselves and
focus on others, our joy increases
and we become more aware
of God’s direction in our lives.
We’re less critical of others and
more at peace with ourselves.
How have you, as a
woman, ministered in these
situations?
I counseled our students,
filled in for the teacher, supervised employees, kept financial
records, met with potential
students, employers and
supporters, reported to the
elders and our board, met with
community groups, trained

college students and wrote news
releases and publicity materials in an attempt to maintain
our program. When problems
arose that I didn’t know how to
handle, I made contacts in the
church and community to get
the help we needed.
I don’t know if I did it differently from the way a man would
minister, I just worked as hard
and as effectively as I could
so we could meet the needs of
those who came to us. That’s
the way I’ve always worked,
regardless of who conceived or
directed the ministry.
Women may be more collaborative and less competitive than
men, more relationship oriented
and less quantitative in emphasis.
Those are areas that trouble me
in working with men. They want
quantifiable results, and I’m not
sure you can quantify the way
God works in people’s lives.
How can church leaders in
urban areas become aware
of their local needs and
ser ve them?
Church leaders can survey
the community and work with
schools, agencies and community
groups to discover the needs.
They can survey the talents
and abilities of the congregation, matching the needs with
the talents available. Then they
can think and pray and develop
creative ways to meet those
needs using the resources at
their disposal.
There will always be more
needs and potential ministries
than they can meet, but God will
give them the resources they
need to do his will.
The task is enormous, the
needs are overwhelming, but
with God’s guidance, we can
identify and do the part he
expects of us. We don’t need to
worry about the rest.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY

York builds fitness center

CHRISTIANS IN ACTION

CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas — Christians in
Action, a 3-year-old student organization at Texas A&M’s Corpus Christi
campus, was honored as the university’s
Organization of the Year.
“CIA-Corpus is extremely excited
about being a Church of Christ campus
ministry getting recognition from the
university itself for all the hard work they
have done,” said Clint Hill, director of
CIA-Corpus. “We give this glory to Jesus.
... To receive this award is an honor, but
all we are really doing is what Jesus told
us to do — to seek and save the lost —
and we will continue to do his will.”

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
CIUDAD DE ANGELES

ATLANTA — Jim Jinkins, a church member
and creator of the cartoon series “Doug”
and “HoopDogz,” was the guest speaker
at the first Fiesta Dinner, a benefit for
the Ciudad de Angeles (City of Angels)
children’s ministry in Cozumel, Mexico.
More than 200 people attended the
event, organized by Susie Winnett of the
East Cobb Church of Christ in Marietta,
Ga. The event grossed more than $16,000.
“These funds will be used for construction as we continue to grow the
campus,” said ministry director Gary
Gardner. For more information, see
www.ciudaddeangeles.org.

ORPHANS LIFELINE OF HOPE

LERMONTOVKA, Russia — Children and staff
at the Lermontovka Children’s Home
are rejoicing over asphalt.
The home, located in the strip of
Russian territory east of China, recently
completed a project that included
defined parking spaces and safe walkways for the children.
The local ministries of health and
education have looked at the home
as a model for their own programs,
according to Orphans Lifeline of Hope
International, a Montana-based ministry
that supports the children’s home.
For more information, see www.
orphanslifeline.org.

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN HOME

MORRILTON, Ark. — A group from the
College Street Church of Christ in Paris,
Texas, helped with work projects at the
home recently.
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Military, health-care chaplains meet at Harding Grad School

Army chaplains Gary Payne of Fort Jackson, S.C., and Les Maloney of Fort Sill, Okla., visit at the
recent Hope and Healing Conference at Harding University Graduate School of Religion in Memphis,
Tenn. The conference drew military and health-care chaplains associated with Churches of Christ.
Chaplains from the Army, Navy and Air Force as well as hospitals and hospice programs attended.
Men of the group built two new cattle
guards at the home’s farm and added a
new entryway with a “Southern Christian
Home” sign.
The women taught a Vacation Bible
School on campus.

CHRISTIAN MEDIA
INTERNATIONAL GOSPEL HOUR

FAYETTEVILLE, Tenn. — An archive of audio
and video material by V.E. Howard is
available at www.vehoward.net.
It contains 230 radio broadcasts, two
video lectures and two audio lectures.
Howard died in 2000 after 61 years of
radio broadcasting. In 1995, he turned
the International Gospel Hour over
to the elders of the West Fayetteville
Church of Christ, where Winford
Claiborne continues the radio broadcast.
Howard held gospel meetings
throughout the United States and
baptized more than 8,000 people in his
lifetime.
Chuck Richardson of Texarkana,
Texas, who has been the International
Gospel Hour’s technical director since
1980, digitized tapes of Howard’s radio
broadcasts.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — Hey, cool website.
That was message delivered to FHU.
edu as it won recent honors from
eduStyle.net for best home page and
best integration of social networking.
The awards were given at a Chicago
conference by eduStyle.net, which each
year recognizes higher educations sites
redesigned within the previous year.

LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Lipscomb President
Randy Lowry participated in a recent
White House policy briefing on Iraq and
Afghanistan. Lowry, an expert in conflict
resolution, was one of 40 faith-based
leaders and scholars invited to discuss
specific national issues with National
Security Council officials.
Other participants in the discussion on
included Mark Elrod, political science
professor at Harding University in
Searcy, Ark.; Mark Hamilton, associate
dean of the graduate school of theology
at Abilene Christian University in Texas;
and Caron Gentry, associate professor of
political science at ACU.

YORK, Neb. — York College is building a
3,000-square-foot weight-training and
fitness facility named in honor of Wayne
and Darlene Baker.
Wayne Baker served as York’s president from 1996 to 2009.
The extension to
Holthus Field House will
serve as the new home
for the college’s fitness
and athletic training
needs. The project was
made possible by gifts
honoring the Bakers.
“Darlene and I are
Baker
honored by the significant financial gifts that have made this
facility a reality,” Baker said.
“The center will focus on the needs
of students and their good health for
generations to come. It will provide the
opportunity for them to excel in meeting
their academic, social and spiritual goals
as they keep their bodies fit as God
intended. We are excited for them.”

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

LUBBOCK, Texas — Students enjoyed a
24-hour reading marathon of “The
Chronicles of Narnia” as part of Lubbock
Christian’s first Writing Carnival.
The recent carnival, which the university
hopes to make an annual event, celebrated
writing and all its many forms.
Faculty, staff and students took turns
reading aloud the C.S. Lewis novels even
during the late night and early morning
hours. As part of a push to incorporate writing in more classes, organizers
created stations covering six-word stories,
graffiti and doodling, haiku, limericks,
magnetic poetry and sidewalk chalk.

OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY

VIENNA, W.Va. — J.R. Hoover, 14, worked
on a recent project at OVU in an effort
to obtain his Eagle Scout certification.
Hoover, along with four other Boy Scouts,
painted, cleaned and replaced ceiling tiles
in OVU’s student-athlete fitness room.
“My parents both went to OVU, and
our family volunteers some with them,”
he said. “It just seemed like a really good
project and a way to help.”
Scouts who helped were Tyler Foster,
William Christian, Bradley Morrison and
Jacob Valentine.
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Panamanians get a taste of ‘Sweet Home Alabama’

Juan Carlos Pimentel, Edward Calderon, Amelexia Santos and Rosemary Sanchez point to their
home nation on a map during a visit to a school in Alabama. The four youths were treated to
Southern cooking, the NASA Space Center in Huntsville and a visit with Gov. Bob Riley during
their visit to the U.S., sponsored by Panama Missions.
“We choose promising students from poor circumstances who we feel will benefit from the experience,” said the ministry’s director, Larry Brady, an elder of the Davenport, Ala., Church of Christ. “Our
message to them is, ‘You can break the cycle of poverty by setting goals for your life that include
high moral, spiritual and educational standards.’” The four students attend Churches of Christ in the
Panamanian cities of Sanson and Torti. For more information, see www.panamamissions.com.

Air traffic controller lands in Cambodia,
takes on new role in nutrition program
working with the Central Church of Christ
in Stockton, Calif. The church will take
In the Kingdom of Cambodia, Church
oversight of the program, which will be
of Christ members have healed the sick,
renamed Giving Relief and Care Everyday
clothed the naked and fed the hungry.
(GRACE) for Cambodia.
They also have caught the
Dennis and Sharon Welch
attention of public officials.
will take over the program
In his monthly briefing,
from missionaries Troy and
the director of public health
Tabitha Snowbarger, who plan
for Cambodia’s Kandal provto return to the U.S. to pursue
ince said that Partners in
graduate degrees next year.
Progress has done “more
Dennis Welch was an air
for the indigent people of his
traffic controller for 29 years
province than any other NGO
before he enrolled at Sunset
(non-governmental organizaInternational Bible Institute in
tion)” said Bill McDonough,
Lubbock, Texas. He and his
the ministry’s director.
wife moved to Cambodia to
Partners in Progress
work with a Sunset school in
operates the Ship of Life, a
ERIK TRYGGESTAD the capital, Phnom Penh.
medical mission that serves Dennis and Sharon Welch
“The last two years have
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. changed our lives,” Dennis
underprivileged communities along the Mekong
Welch said. “We are so grateful
River. The Arkansas-based ministry also
for the ways God has blessed us over and
launched a rural nutrition program that
above what we need.”
now provides food and education for
1,600 children in 12 Cambodian villages.
TO SUPPORT THE MISSION, call the Central church at
Recently, Partners in Progress began
(209) 466-2701 or see centralchurchfamily.org/missions.
BY Erik Tryggestad | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE
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Couple’s marriage ministry spans Africa
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

NGWENYA, Swaziland
ielden and Janet Allison
stand in line behind women
holding babies and men
holding motorcycle helmets.
One by one, clerks stamp
their passports as they exit the
Kingdom of Swaziland. A few
hundred feet away, they’ll queue
up again, to officially enter the
Republic of South Africa.
The Allisons — who met in
fifth grade at Crowley’s Ridge
Academy in Paragould, Ark.,
and married 41 years ago —
will cross about a dozen such
checkpoints on their 10-week,
8,000-mile trek across Africa.
Between countries, a customs
officer eyes the stacks of cardboard boxes in the back of the
Allisons’ truck. He looks at the
magnetic sign on the truck’s
door and waves them through.
The sign, reading “Africa
Institute of Marriage & Family,”
is a fast-pass through customs,
Fielden Allison jokes. When an
officer asks him what it means,
he says, “We’re marriage counselors. How’s your marriage?”
More often than not, the
wide-eyed customs officer tells
him to move along.

F

of Africa. The king of Swaziland
has 14 wives — and the country
has the continent’s most severe
AIDS epidemic. Nearly one
in four adults in Swaziland
lives with HIV, according to
the United States Agency for
International Development.
The Allisons see the grim
statistics as a charge to talk
about God’s plan for marriage.
In Swaziland, they live on the
campus of African Christian
College, a three-year training
facility for African ministers and
their wives. They teach courses
on marriage and family.
On the road, they speak at
marriage retreats and seminars hosted by Churches of
Christ, covering topics from
communication to child-rearing
to finances — and the sexual
needs of men and women.
“We break a lot of taboos
there,” Janet Allison says.

COUNSELING COUPLES

The Allisons have lived in
Africa for 38 years, helping
Christians train leaders and
plant congregations. They raised
five children on African soil.
Two now serve as missionaries
in Mozambique and Cambodia.
In 1984, while working among
the Kipsigis of western Kenya,
MINISTERING TO A CHANGING AFRICA
four young men approached the
Africans don’t spend a lot
Allisons for help. They wanted
of time talking about their
to marry Christian
marriages, Janet Allison says,
girls who had
opening a thermos
not underof coffee after the
gone female
checkpoints.
circumcision,
Wives are
a painful ritual
taught to be
practiced by
silent. Husbands
the
tribe’s
The changing
make the imporanimists.
face of the church
tant decisions and don’t
The young men’s
make mistakes — or at least
parents claimed the Christian
they’re taught not to admit to
girls would not get pregnant
mistakes. Communication is
— and not bear sons. Bibles in
minimal.
hand, the Allisons counseled
But Africa is changing. Even
and prayed with the young men.
in developing nations, women
“Interestingly, all four girls
are entering the workforce.
got pregnant the first year” of
Husbands leave home for
their marriages, Fielden Allison
weeks at a time on business
said, “and all four of them had
trips. Infidelity is common.
sons.” A few of the young men’s
So is polygamy, in some parts
parents converted to Christianity.

MARRIAGE MINISTRY AS EVANGELISM

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Janet and Fielden Allison get some fresh air at African Christian College.

have fun,” Janet Allison said.
The Allisons kept counseling
They encourage husbands to
couples and teaching about
give their wives meat or sugar
marriage. Janet Allison earned
— gifts that benefit the family.
a master’s in marriage and
They also teach families to
family therapy from Harding
University in Searcy, Ark., where play games together — a unique
concept in many parts of Africa.
her husband taught as a visiting
Communication is a key issue,
missionary for two years.
The couple has produced radio Janet Allison said. Husbands
and wives have
broadcasts, aired
‘We believe that God, “just never talked
across the continent via Louisianain his Word, has set about a lot of
things together.
based World Radio
Gospel Broadcasts. down what marriages They kind of have
separate
Churches of
and family should be their
roles, but we try
Christ in Arkansas
support the
like ... and it goes to teach them
what becoming
Allisons.
across cultures.’
one really is.
UNIQUE NEEDS
They need to be
Finding good
making decisions
Fielden Allison
resources for
together.”
African marriages is difficult,
The Allisons emphasize to
Janet Allison said. A lot of
their students that “we’re not
American books advise couples
trying to make you follow an
to go on trips together and buy
American example of marriage,”
cards and flowers for each other. Fielden Allison said. “We believe
Africans don’t give flowers,
that God, in his Word, has
and many find it difficult to
set down what marriages and
afford a meal at a restaurant.
family should be like, and that’s
“So you have to find alternawhat we’re trying to tell you —
tive things that they can do to
and it goes across cultures.”

During their tour, the Allisons
will conduct brief marriage
enrichment workshops and
longer courses for Christian
couples, equipping them to lead
workshops of their own.
In the West African nation
of Togo, churches among the
Kabiye people chose seven
couples to attend a weeklong retreat with the Allisons
last year. Those couples are
teaching what they learned and
plan to host a marriage training
class for a recently planted
church. The congregation has
11 newly baptized couples,
missionary Matt Miller said.
“Marriage relationships in
Togo — as in other places in
the world — are very broken,”
Miller said, “and the example of
change in these couples’ lives is
a great testimony to the power
of God that helps draw others
to Jesus.”
The Allisons hosted an all-day
marriage seminar for the
Kabiye people.
One attendee, Esowe Adam,
said she and her husband
prayed together — for the first
time in their marriage — after
the seminar.
“We have learned so many
things that we didn’t know,”
she said, “and realized that our
thoughts about marriage and
family have been shaped by
African culture more than by
the Bible.”
JeanMarie Pelitosim, an elder
of a church in Lassa Tchou,
Togo, attended the seminar with
his wife, Christene.
“So much has changed in our
marriage,” Christene Pelitosim
said. “We don’t fight like we used
to. ... We are also much more
united in raising our children.
“We are helping a couple now
who have been fighting for a
long time,” she added. “They
are now learning how to reconcile their problems and are
open to studying the Bible.”
For more information, see www.aimf.
allisonmission.com.
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Missouri minister to retire after
half a century behind same pulpit
Park Hills, Mo. — Evangelist Bernie Crum
is retiring after 58 years of preaching —
50 of them behind the same pulpit.
Crum, 77, a native of Indiana, delivered his first sermon at the Flat River
Church of Christ on Nov. 21, 1960.
Exactly 50 years later — Nov. 21,
2010 — he will deliver his final sermon
as pulpit minister for the 115-member
church in Park Hills, a town of 8,800
souls about 65 miles south of St. Louis.
While working with the Flat River
church, Crum conducted gospel meetings
and Vacation Bible Schools throughout
Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania,
New Mexico and Oklahoma. He also
served for 10 years on the Flat River city
council and two years as the city’s mayor.
“Bernie has been an asset to the

PHOTO PROVIDED BY Richard Mabery

Bernie Crum with his wife, Janice.
Flat River Church of Christ, not only
in his preaching, but also in his desire
and efforts to tend to the needs of the
members of the congregation,” church
elder Richard Mabery said.
The church will host a retirement
party on Nov. 20. For more information,
call (573) 431-2366.

Newsmakers
NAMED: Larry Lyons, vice president for
enrollment at Ohio Valley
University, Vienna, W.Va.

Raida Thomas, Oregon, Ohio. 60th: William
and Wanda Bonner, Lovington, N.M. 57th:
Jim and Ann Rogers, Edmond, Okla.

AWARDED: Vince
Swimney, the 2010
Andrew Factor by Herald
of Truth for his longtime
service to the organization and evangelistic work. Lyons
Robin Siegel-Hinson,
Distinguished Faculty Award at Rochester
College, Rochester Hills, Mich.

PASSAGES: Norma Dye, 81, Fort Worth,
Texas, member of the Southside church,
Forth Worth. Lyle Harms, 83, Ponca City,
Okla., served as elder and deacon of the
Hartford Avenue church, Ponca City, and
on the Board of Trustees of Oklahoma
Christian University, Oklahoma City,
Cascade College, Portland, Ore., and
African Christian College, Swaziland,
southern Africa. Millard
Freeman “Mid” McKnight
Jr., 87, Abilene, Texas, longtime minister, deacon and
elder, former preacher for
the Highland church in
Abilene, preached in 48 U.S.
States and abroad through
his Personal Work Training
McKnight
Schools program. Imogene
White, 91, Jonesboro, Ark.,
member of the Southwest
church, Jonesboro. William
Woodson, 78, former chairman of the Bible department at Freed-Hardeman
University, Henderson,
Tenn., served as the first
chair of the master’s degree Woodson
program in Biblical studies
at Lipscomb University, Nashville, Tenn.,
and 14 years as pulpit minister for the
Granny White church, Nashville.

HONORED: Bob Brown for 41 years of
service as elder of the King of Prussia, Pa.,
church.
NEW ELDERS: Garnet Andrews and
Richard Wood, the South Burnaby church,
British Columbia, Canada. Don Puryear,
A. W. McKenzie, Chris Gerber and Don
Walker, the Trenton, Ga., church. Bret
Goen, the Collingswood, N.J., church.
NEW DEACONS: Derek Manchester, Chris
Taylor, Junior Stiles and Ronnie Logston,
the Kirksville, Mo. church.
BIRTHDAYS: 103rd: Mary Opal Baxter,
Searcy, Ark. 102nd: Robert Scott, Ransom,
Kans. 100th: Mary Withers, North Richland
Hills, Texas. 91st: Nellie G. Willis, Beebe, Ark.
ANNIVERSARIES: 76th: Mr. and Mrs. John
P. Fredrick, Irving, Texas. 72nd: Jim and

NOVEMBER 2010

Oct. 5 Global Samaritan’s 2010 Benefit
Dinner. “An Evening with Mike Huckabee.”
Abilene Civic Center, Texas. Contact
globalsamaritan.org or (325) 676-9991.
Oct 7 Faulkner University’s 2010 Benefit
Dinner. “An Evening with Sarah Palin.”
Renaissance Hotel and Spa and Convention
Center, Montgomery, Ala. Contact www.
faulkner.edu or (334) 386-7257.
Oct. 14-16 World Mission Workshop. 50th
Annual. “That they may have life.” Harding
University, Searcy, Ark. Contact www.thatthey
mayhavelife.com or (501) 279-5133.
Oct. 15-17 Second Annual Singles
Conference. “Strong, Single and Saved II.” Forum
Conference Center, Pompano Beach, Fla. Contact
livelystoneproductions@gmail.com,
www.livelystoneproductions.com or (321)
208-3112.
Oct. 17 140th Anniversary and
Homecoming, Easthaven church, Memphis,
Tenn. Contact tacomachicken2@aol.com or
(901) 363-8160.
Oct. 17 115th Reunion, Pearl, Texas church.
Contact Linda Ray at (254) 865-9282.
Oct. 17-22 10th Annual Wiregrass Area
Lectureship. “Sound Doctrine.” Elba, Ala.,
church. Contact www.elbachurchofchrist.com.
Oct. 24-27 180th Anniversary and Gospel
Meeting. Contact www.churchofchristnewhope.com or tlchilders@gmail.com.
Oct. 28-30 CenterPeace Conference 2010.
“Coming Home.” Highland church, Abilene,
Texas. Contact centerpeaceinc@gmail.com or
(325) 232-2528.
Oct. 31-Nov. 5 Pan American Lectures. 48th
annual. “Messages from the King’s Mountain.”
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Contact (800) 533-7660
or www.lectureship.org.
Nov. 6-8 Communication Conference
on Marriage and Family. “Families Matter.”
Northeast church, Cincinnati Ohio. Contact
www.northeastchurch.com or Tim Tripp at (513)
489-4659.
Nov. 12-14 Fifth annual Fall Delight retreat
for college girls. Contact: Sabrina Wood at sab.
wood@gmail.com.
Nov. 27-Dec. 1 Newark, N.J., church 73rd
Anniversary & Gospel Meeting. Contact
Eugene Lawton at (973) 374-4563 or trumpet2@
comcast.net.
Jan. 19-22 Sunset Vision Workshop.
“O Worship the King.” Sunset International Bible
Institute, Lubbock, Texas. Contact www.sibi.cc or
(800) 658-9553.
Feb. 6-11 75th Annual Freed-Hardeman
University Bible Lectureship. “Proclamation
and Promise: Major Themes in the Minor
Prophets.” Freed-Hardeman University,
Henderson, Tenn. Contact www.fhu.edu.
March 29 – April 2 67th Annual National
Lectureship. “God’s Today Truth: Ancient, but
not Antiquated.” Hotel Pennsylvania, New York.
Contact www.67anl-coc.org.
Complete CALENDAR available at www.christianchronicle.org.
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Ever-Laughing Life

by Jonny Hawkins

Our view of money shapes missions

A

missionary in southern
On Page 1, we report on the
Africa wanted to build a
models of mission funding in
new facility for a benevAfrica. Some African Christians
olence ministry.
ask Americans to move from
He found an African
providing ministers’ salaries
minister who also was a
to partnering with churches in
contractor. The missionary
short-term projects that, they
gave the minister $2,000 to buy
believe, will reduce the risk of
materials for the project.
dependence.
The missionary didn’t see the
As churches in the Global
minister for several days. When South — Africa, Latin America,
they met again, the missionary
Southeast Asia and the Indian
asked him when he would start
subcontinent — grow at a faster
construction. Soon, the minister
rate than those in the
assured him, but he would
Western world, such
need another
partnerships seem
$2,000.
wise.
“What
To be parthappened to
ners, though, we
the $2,000 I
must appreciate
gave you?”
each other’s
The changing
the missionary
views
on money.
face of the church
asked.
Too many misunThere was a huge gospel
derstandings have hurt feelmeeting in a nearby city, the
ings, wasted resources and split
minister explained. Hundreds of
churches. Worst of all, souls
people attended, and more than
have been lost.
30 were baptized. The funds
We recommend “African
went to transportation and food.
Friends and Money Matters”
It’s easy for Christians in
by David Maranz. Written from
the U.S. to hear this story — a
a Western, secular perspective,
true story, by the way — and
the author details the differcondemn the African minister
ences in attitudes he encounas a crook. (And many of our
tered while working in Africa.
African brethren would agree,
In Africa, “the financial need
we imagine.) But we believe this that occurs first has first claim
cautionary tale demonstrates
on the available resources,”
how two people on two different
Maranz writes. That may, in part,
continents view money.
explain why the African minister
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felt justified in using roofing
funds for a gospel meeting.
Maranz also observes that
resources in Africa are limited
and should not be hoarded. If
something is not being used, it
is considered “available.”
Also, Africans are highly
sensitive to the needs of others
— and quite ready to share
their resources, he writes.
It is impossible to generalize
across a continent of nearly 1
billion souls, but Maranz’s book
is a good missions resource.
We also recommend www.
missiology.org. Gailyn Van
Rheenen, former missionary to
Kenya, analyzes various models
of mission funding with a sense
of fairness we appreciate.
“Too many mission-sending
churches ... operate with no
model for the use of money
in missions,” Van Rheenen
writes. “Their decisions about
money and missions are, therefore, likely to be inconsistent,
haphazard and paternalistic.”
Let us not squander material
blessings — or damage fellowship with believers in Africa and
around the world.
Regardless of what continent
we call home, let us follow
Christ’s call to be “as shrewd as
snakes and as innocent as doves”
as we share our resources for
the glory of our King.
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TO O U R READER S

All the news that doesn’t fit
“It’s amazing that the amount
of news that happens in the
world every day always just
exactly fits the newspaper,”
Jerry Seinfeld once observed.
That’s not close to the
truth, especially in a monthly
newspaper like The Christian
Chronicle. On our news blog
— www.christianchronicle.
org/blog — you’ll find
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exclusive stories, videos and
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Some recent headlines:
• Jim “The Rookie”
Morris: The rest of the story
• Speakers: Christians,
Muslims must talk
• Don’t look up all your
exes on Facebook
• Fear, love, baptism and
Australia
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Does Stephen Hawking disprove the divine?

A

generation or so ago, our universe was thought by many
where all possibilities are ultimately realized) is hardly new at all.
scientists to be a closed system that had neither beginning
Neither is it especially convincing. The theory of multiple
nor end. The existence of the cosmos was regarded as a
universes with different laws of nature and life forms (“alien crea“brute fact” and needed nothing to produce it.
tures” of science fiction) is altogether speculative and
The modern theory of the “big bang” changed all that.
Views
un-evidenced. If they do exist, we are still left with the
Big Bang cosmology posits a formative event some 15
question of the origin of “deeper laws of physics” that
billion years ago. From an extremely hot and dense state,
would allow separable universes to operate under nonour ever-enlarging universe has since cooled and expanded
uniform principles.
so as to form at least one habitable outpost — Planet Earth.
From this highly questionable assumption, Hawking
If the universe did have a beginning, though, it becomes
and Mlodinow proceed to give their answer to the internot only reasonable but also unavoidable that we would
related issues of (a) why there is something instead of
ask how that beginning was generated. In asking the
nothing, (b) why human life in particular exists, and (c)
question, we have left physics (i.e., how nature works) for
why the particular set of laws we seek to understand
meta-physics (i.e., why nature exists at all).
Rubel Shelly
through science governs our universe.
This is the point at which a theist might call attention to
On their view, infinite possible universes make it inevia traditional and powerful Cosmological Argument for God’s existable that some universes would have the fine-tuned constants,
tence. If the material universe has not existed forever, the possiimprobable anthropic properties, and chance events that would
bilities are limited. Either it somehow called itself into being or
allow the existence and evolution of self-reflective human life.
was brought into being by an eternal Creative God. From Plato to
Groundbreaking? Hardly. Plausible? You be the judge.
Aquinas to Darwin to Davies, this very reasonable arguThe notion of “spontaneous creation” that Hawking invokes
ment — if not intuitive insight — has been offered.
has been discussed for centuries. Before Lister
In his book “The Grand Design,” released in
and Pasteur, it was a theory believed widely in
September, Stephen Hawking gives an alternate answer:
both biology and physics. After their work, it was
“As recent advances in cosmology suggest, the laws of
abandoned as unscientific and unworthy of being
gravity and quantum theory allow universes to appear
taken seriously — except as necessary to solve the
spontaneously from nothing. Spontaneous creation is
problem of the ultimate origin of life without God.
the reason there is something rather than nothing,
No one should think that ultimate questions such as
why the universe exists, why we exist. It is not necesHawking raises are too profound for “ordinary souls”
sary to invoke God to light the blue touch paper and
to contemplate; they are central to defining oneself
set the universe going.”
and deciding on the value and meaning of one’s life.
Hawking insists the “laws of gravity” and “quantum
Neither should we pretend that a claim such as “sometheory” explain how something comes from nothing.
thing can come from nothing” or “life arose spontaneBut gravity cannot be defined without mass, and
ously and inevitably produced intelligent human life” is
quantum theory accounts for certain interactions
somehow plausible because spoken by a brilliant physibetween energy and matter. Both have demoncist; both are undemonstrated theories that deny the
strated value for understanding how existing things function;
more obvious and direct conclusion of a Grand Designer.
neither has obvious value to account for the origin of those things.
If there had ever been a time when absolutely nothing existed,
Hawking and his co-author, Leonard Mlodinow, posit a “multinothing could exist now. Since something clearly has existed
verse theory” that our known universe is only one among
forever, you make the more intuitive, reasonable, and consistentuncounted billions of universes. Given countless universes where with-experience choice: Personality or matter? Intelligence or
all possibilities are ultimately realized, the fine-tuning that allows
gravity? Creative God or quantum mechanics?
life just as we experience it on Planet Earth is bound to occur.
To say the least, the following statement remains both reasonThey would not call it “pure chance” but the sort of inevitable
able and defensible: “In the beginning, God created the heavens
good fortune that most likely has occurred in other possible
and the earth.”
universes outside our experience.
Any physicist or philosopher will tell you there is nothing groundRUBEL SHELLY, a longtime minister and author, is president of Rochester College in
breaking here. The multiverse theory (basically, countless universes Rochester Hills, Mich. He earned a Ph.D. from Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tenn.

VOICES
How has your faith been
strengthened or challenged
during ACU’s Summit 2010?
Asked by managing
editor Bobby Ross Jr. and assistant
managing editor Erik Tryggestad
at Abilene Christian University
in Texas.

I went to Kathleen
Norris’ Summit,
and she talked
about apathy. It’s
just something
that me and my
friends have been
struggling with.
So it was helpful to hear her talk
about apathy in our lives and
finding God through the pain
and darkness in your life.
Liz McClellan | Austin, Texas

I’m a youth
minister, so (I
have enjoyed) just
being able to be
around other guys
and just trying to
figure out what
I need to do to
encourage people in this society.
ACU does a great job of trying to
take today’s issues and figure out
a Christian approach to them.
Marshall Wade | Ovilla, Texas

We got to hear
voices of all
sorts of different
people from all
over the states.
My favorite was
James Bryan
Smith. His was
on spiritual formation, and that’s
really helped shape what I’m
going to go ahead and do.
Chelsie Sargent | Houston
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Quadruplets’ father
thankful for coverage
Thank you, Erik Tryggestad,
for this beautiful story about my
kids (“God ‘does what he does
beautifully,’” Page 3, October).
I thank God for what you are
doing in the Lord’s vineyard,
and I thank you for the interest you have shown since you
heard about my wife’s glorious
delivery of a set of quadruplets.
The Christian Chronicle has
helped a great deal in making
many brethren know about
what the Lord is doing through
the Northlake Church of Christ.
Aburime Ehimare | Abuja, Nigeria

Reader believes in sharing
God’s word by door knocking
Yes, door knocking still works
because it is about the Word, not
the person (“Does door knocking
still work?” Page 30, October).
Sadly, I had a young preacher say
to me recently we are not planting congregations because we
need the right man who will draw
people. I so disagree. It is the
Word that draws people.
Andrea Lorick | Baltimore

N.C. elder appreciative
We thank the Lord for
the work that The Christian
Chronicle is doing to reach our
fellow Christians and the world
with the good news of Jesus
Christ (Across the Nation, Page
5, October). We are so appreciative of the wonderful support
that the Chronicle has so graciously given us at the Brooks
Avenue Church of Christ.
Jerry Smiley | Raleigh, N.C.
The No. 1 challenge was to be
reminded that
you are one in
whom Christ
dwells. … That hit
me, and it’s something that I’ve
been struggling with. So having
that, as the speaker said, “reshape
your narrative of who you are”
was really good and a blessing.
Philip Nichols | Lewisville, Texas
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Bible commentary is scholarly yet easy to use
By CLYDE H. SLIMP AND HAROLD SHANK
For The Christian Chronicle

T

he publication of a commentary series on the entire
Bible is a significant event.
Considering the biblical focus
of the Stone-Campbell movement, it almost seems odd that
relatively few commentaries
have been written by scholars
within the movement.
Because of the enormous cost
of producing a commentary
series and due to the long shelflife of such literature, we do well
to pay close attention to these
materials that touch so closely
on the Bible study of Christians.
Last year the final volume
of “The College Press NIV
Commentar y” was published.
This multi-volume, multiauthor treatment of the entire
Bible represents a milestone in
commentary publications.
Other multi-author commentaries in print include the
ongoing “Truth for Today
Commentary” by Resource
Publications and “The Transforming Word,” a one-volume
commentary by ACU Press.
“The Encyclopedia of the
Stone-Campbell Movement”
gives a detailed history of
Bible commentaries within the
movement.
“The College Press NIV
Commentary” covers the entire
Bible in 41 volumes, including

22 Old Testament commenlimitless blessing on the chiltaries, 17 on the New Testament, dren of those who serve him.
and one introduction volume for
On occasion, the series plows
each testament. This series was
creative new ground. Jon A.
a joint effort by 19 scholars from Weatherly takes up the debated
Churches of Christ and 24 from
question of the identity of
Christian Churches.
the “man of lawlessness” in 2
The authors represent nine
Thessalonians 2:3.
different Christian schools
Most interpreters point to the
among Churches of Christ.
role of the “man of lawlessness”
These commentaries take an
in some future apostasy or civil
informed but generally conserunrest. Weatherly makes a
vative view on the oft-debated
convincing argument that Paul
issues in biblical studies. The
refers to “something already
volumes are easy to read, but do at work during his lifetime.”
not ignore scholarly debate.
His interpretation allows Paul’s
A case in point is the way
main point to shine through
Clyde M. Woods and Justin M.
rather than the tangent of specRogers treat
ulating on the idenNumbers
‘These commentaries tity of the “man of
14:17-19.
lawlessness.”
take an informed but
Many Bible
Terry Briley,
readers puzzle generally conservative professor of Bible
over the
and dean of the
view of the oft-debated College of Bible
passage that
the Lord “does
Ministry at
issues in biblical studies. and
not leave the
Lipscomb University
guilty unpunThe volumes are easy to in Nashville,
ished; he
edited the
read, but do not ignore Tenn.,
punishes the
Old Testament
children for
series with Paul J.
scholarly debate.’
the sin of the
Kissling, professor
fathers to the
of Old Testament
third and fourth generation.”
and director of research at
The authors explain that sin’s
the Training Christians for
consequences do trickle down
Ministry International Institute
in families, but God mercifully
of Vienna, Austria.
limits the lingering effects of
Briley notes that his appresin. Woods and Rogers point
ciation for the approach of the
out a stark contrast between his series and its emphasis on
restricted punishment and his
the value of the entire Bible

The College Press NIV
Commentary. Joplin, Mo.:
College Press, 1993-2009. 41
volumes. $1,300. (E-Commentary
version, shown above, $399.99.)
www.collegepress.com
prompted him to take part as a
contributor and co-editor.
“Anything that furthers
awareness, understanding and
dialogue will serve us well as
we strive to come closer to
Jesus’ ideal of the unity of the
body,” Briley said.
The New Testament editors
are Anthony L. Ash, longtime
professor of Biblical studies at
Abilene Christian University
in Texas, and Jack Cottrell,
professor of theology at

Cincinnati Christian Seminary
in Ohio. Ash called the series “a
good showpiece of scholarship
within the brotherhood.”
Among the other scholars
who contributed to the
commentaries are Randall C.
Bailey, Allen Black, Mark C.
Black, Dave L. Bland, Brandon
L. Fredenburg, John Mark
Hicks, Gary Holloway, Jesse
C. Long, Jr., Dale W. Manor,
C. Michael Moss, Richard E.
Oster, Jr., Justin M. Rogers,
Timothy M. Willis, Morris M.
Womack and Clyde M. Woods.
Years ago Alexander Campbell
reflected on the Christian’s
relationship with the Bible by
saying, “He reads the Bible to
enjoy the God of the Bible; that
the majesty, purity, excellency,
and glory of its Author may
overshadow him, inspire him,
transform him and new-create
him in the image of God.”
Campbell appropriately took
a high view of Scripture, a
perspective that continues in
the now complete “College
Press NIV Commentary.”
CLYDE H. SLIMP preaches for the Lakehoma
Church of Christ in Mustang, Okla. HAROLD
SHANK teaches Old Testament at Oklahoma
Christian University in Oklahoma City and is
the Chronicle’s Reviews Editor.
SEE RESPONSES from ministers and
church members who use the College Press
commentaries at www.christianchronicle.org.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
Spirituality

CHURCH HISTORY

BIOGRAPHY

Mike O’Neal. An Angel’s View:
Encountering God through
the Stories of the Heavenly
Hosts. Nashville, Tenn.: 21st
Century Christian, 2010. 239
pages. $12.99.

C. Philip Slate. Lest We
Forget: Mini-Biographies of
Missionaries from a Bygone
Generation. Winona, Miss.: J.C.
Choate Publications, 2010. 123
pages. $8.

Lula Rampey. Where He Leads
Me I Will Follow: The Story
of Maurice and Marie Hall.
Garden Grove, Calif.: Wordbyrd
Publishing, 2010. 196 pages.
$20 (donation).

O’Neal, a NASA engineer for 31 years,
discusses the world of angels upsetting
much of what popular culture says about
divine beings. A part-time preacher for
the East Orange Church of Christ in
Orlando, Fla., he considers angels in
light of the holiness, love, justice and
sovereignty of God.

Slate, a former missionary to the
United Kingdom and longtime missions
professor, received a poster in the 1970s
with 84 photos of missionaries who
served in Japan, Brazil, Africa, Hawaii
and many more locales. Slate spent
years researching the missionaries and
presents short biographies of their lives.

Rampey, a longtime friend of Maurice
and Marie Hall, pens a tribute to the
couple, detailing their lives as the driving force behind the World Christian
Broadcasting ministry. The book is free
with a $20 donation to the Franklin, Tenn.based radio ministry. For more information, contact www.worldchristian.org.

Leadership

Richard S. Lytle. Abandon
the Ordinary: Building a
Distinctive Leadership Brand
in Business, Family and
Church. Abilene, Texas: ACU
Press/Leafwood Publishers,
2010. 224 pages. $19.99.
Lytle, dean of the College of Business
Administration at Abilene Christian
University, presents a down-to-earth plan
on leading in a complex global society by
developing distinctive, personal branding.
The book focuses on four principles: perspective, position, power and promise.
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MINISTER NEEDED

The Church of Christ at South Point, Ohio, is
looking for a full-time minister to work with the
members in growing spiritually, numerically
and in spreading the Good News of the Gospel.
Candidates should have 5 to 10 years experience and a long-term affiliation with a congregation. Individuals who apply should be willing
to work with all ages, participate in visitation,
personal evangelism and of course preaching
and teaching the truth. The congregation has
a regular attendance of 75 – 85. Interested
individuals should send a resume with references to Church of Christ, P.O. Box 542, South
Point, Ohio 45680. Include salary and benefit
requirements. Please include audio or video of
some of your sermons.

More than a million hits per year

Visit Our Website
DownloaDable aDvanceD bible StuDieS
& a cappella Singing

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PREACHER NEEDED
The Kittery church of Christ is
seeking a part-time preacher for
pulpit preaching, local evangelism
work and Bible studies. Threebedroom apartment with all utilities
provided along with a small salary. We
are a small congregation on the
southern coast of Maine neighboring
New Hampshire. For more information,
contact PRESTRE@aol.com or send
your resume to:
Kittery church of Christ, 48 Love Ln.,
Kittery, ME 03904

Stop Declining

GROW / Save Souls
www.

N o E xcuse E vangelism !

NewsletterEvangelism
714.523.2435

.com

‘I highly recommend this powerful
evangelism tool.’ — J.J. Turner
‘It works when tried.’ — Stafford North

‘Don’t knock it if you have not
tried it.’ — Flavil Yeakley

Great Christmas Gift Idea!
A four-book set for only $35! Tina Rae
Collins, member of the church of Christ,
offers her internationally acclaimed
“Emily” series — intriguing, witty,
suspenseful 100-page novels set in the
mid-1900s in the Appalachian
Mountains of eastern Kentucky. These
books delight young readers while gently
teaching about honesty, good judgment,
faith and more.
For a synopsis and ordering info, please
visit www.mykentuckybooks.com or call
(859) 200-4213.

MINISTER NEEDED
The Farmersville, Texas, church
is seeking a preacher for our
125-plus member congregation.
Candidates with five to 10 years
of experience preferred.
Please send resume to

www.mainstreet–churchofchrist.com

Farmersville Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 71
Farmersville, TX 75442

Retiring?
Move here and help the church
located in Shirley, Arkansas, near Greers
Ferry Lake. We are 10 miles from Clinton, six
miles from Fairfield Bay. Acreage and
reasonably priced homes are available in the
surrounding area. We are a sound church that is
interested in the community and mission work.
Contact Larry Williams for church and
real estate information at 501.253.0059 or
hilow@artelco.com.

PULPIT MINISTER WANTED
Northgate Church of Christ in Phoenix, Arizona, is currently looking for a
pulpit minister who has at least three years of experience with Church of Christ
congregations, is dedicated to the accurate presentation of Scripture. He must
be a family man with a desire to teach. Personal evangelism is necessary, and
he must have successfully brought souls to Christ, baptizing them into the Lord.
Northgate is a wonderful congregation with approximately 100 members. We
are a traditional Church of Christ believing in baptism, and a cappella worship.
If you feel that you satisfy the above requirements and might like to work with
us, please send your resume, personal and professional references as well as a
video or audio copy of one of your sermons to:
Northgate Church of Christ, 16612 N. 21st Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona 85023
or northgatechurchofchrist@cox.net
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At a loss for words? Scripture gives
brilliant tapestry for glorifying God

A

s important as language is, words
often are not adequate to describe
our deepest feelings and the most
powerful events in our life.
Through the music we sing in worship,
the wordings of prayers and even in the
preaching we hear, we see the struggle
to find the right words to describe God,
his power, his majesty, the extent of his
love and his love for mankind.
I remember the first time I heard the
song “Listen to Our Hearts” by Jeff
Moore and Steven Curtis Chapman
How do you explain, how do you
describe, a love that goes from east to west
and runs as deep as it is wide? You know
all our hopes, Lord, you know all our
fears. And words cannot express the love
we feel but we long for you to hear.
So listen to our hearts.
The ideas of that song touched a chord
with me and expressed my frustration
in finding the right words for prayer and
for sharing ideas about spiritual life.
In high school I determined never
to pray with the language, terms and
cliches I heard in public prayers. I
learned to rephrase common needs,
concerns and ideas.
I admire language that makes me
rethink, and I have often sought — not
always successfully — better ways to
glorify God and express my love and
admiration. I have found Scripture to
help me verbalize my own feelings about
God. The metaphor, a comparison of
God to some material object or activity,
is frequently used to help convey important qualities of God.
Psalm 23, the well-known comparison of God to a good shepherd, is still
understandable even though it was
more powerful for a people who cared
for herds. The shepherd provides food,
protection and guidance for all that
sheep experience during a year. Jesus
picks up that idea and describes himself
as the good shepherd who is the door
to the sheepfold, suggesting that he
sleeps at the gate of the fold to assure he
restricts access to protect his sheep.
Jesus also says that the good shepherd knows the sheep and the sheep
know him. This simple comparison had
meaning to people of the time — and
continues to have meaning to those who
know the mission of Jesus in our world.
A common comparison in the Psalms
is that God is rock, a stronghold and

refuge. Psalms 9, 11, 15, 16, 18, 28 and
many others compare God to the rock
of refuge, the rock that cannot be pulled
down, and even the sancInsight
tuary for followers of God
(Psalms 125).
Zion is the constant
reference for Jerusalem.
Although we may best
understand a stronghold in terms of troops in
Afghanistan, the image
still helps us understand
stability and protection.
Bailey McBride
In the difficult book of
Job, God never speaks
directly to Job except at the end of the
book — after the long debate among Job
and his friends over the causes of Job’s
suffering. Elihu interrupts the cycle of
speeches to explain his view, and during
his speech he is reporting that a storm
is approaching.
Finally, Job 38:1 records, “Then the
Lord answered Job out the storm.” The
answer is a long series of questions
about the workings of nature, reminding
readers that God knows what is past the
understanding of man, even though Job
has no explanation for his losses.
The power of God is demonstrated
both in the storm and in the knowledge
of the material world reflected in the
questions. Job is satisfied that he knows
God as the book ends.
At times God gives a visual show to
help people know him. Moses, an exile
in Midian, sees a fire on a mountain near
his home. When he climbs to the place
where he sees the fire, he discovers that
the fire burned without consuming the
bush. Then God speaks from the bush,
instructing him to go back to Egypt to
lead the Israelites from slavery.
After Elijah had been victorious over
the prophets of Baal, Jezebel, the wicked
queen of the northern kingdom, threatened his life. He fled south — all the way
to Mount Sinai. There he waited for God.
Fire and earthquake came, but God was
only in the very quiet whisper.
God wants us to stretch our minds to
know and understand him. Finding the
right language to address and glorify
God is a stretch for each of us. We have
our best model, Scripture, but we also
have to be creative.
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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OCTOBER 2010

NEW BLENDED HYMNAL

Features include:
Largest selection of hymns, 1007
New, larger type for easier
reading
Highest quality paper and
binding for reduced weight
Expanded number of traditional
songs with familiar arrangements
Latest contemporary Praise and
Worship songs
Hymns arranged by topic into
eighteen sections
Scripture text on each song
Key and start pitch on each song

Available
October 18, 2010

Cast Your Nets for the Master.

Elders and
Church Leaders:

Your congregation
can start
your own

Christian School
or

All songs available in Power
Point for projection, with words
and shape note music

Pre-school

Destined to become the next
great hymnal

Partners For Christian Education can help!

Songs for Worship and Praise reaches back to preserve
the timeless expressions of faith and hope we’ve grown
to love, and extends forward to encompass the new,
fresh expressions of today.
Hymnbooks $12.99 each**
B1020 - Maroon or B1021 - Blue
Soft Bonded Leather $34.99 each
B1023 - Maroon or B1024 - Blue
S311 - PowerPoint Software $799.00
w/50 books or more $699.00
**40-99 $12.49; 100-199 $11.99; 200-399
$11.49; 400 up $10.99

TAYLOR PUBLICATIONS
1-800-995-2802
www.taylorpublications.com

ANOTHER GREAT PRODUCT BY TAYLOR PUBLICATIONS

Free manuals and counseling.
See our web site for more information.

Partners For Christian Education
P.O. Box 11000
Oklahoma City, OK 73136
Office Phone: (405) 471-6003

www.pfce.com
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