Our mission: To inform,
inspire and unite
Vol. 73, No. 12 | December 2016

An international
newspaper
for Churches of Christ

Churches become
homeless shelters
FROM IDAHO TO MARYLAND, congregations open
their doors to strangers in need of food and rest.
invited me in,” Jesus says in
Matthew 25, talking about lovach Friday night, a van
ing “the least of these brothers
picks up 15 homeless men and sisters of mine.”
in downtown Nashville,
Taking the Lord’s words to
Tenn., and takes them to
heart, a number of Churches of
the Woodson Chapel Church
Christ across the nation regularly
of Christ for food, Bible study
transform their buildings into
and rest.
temporary homeless shelters —
Four to six
often cooperatweeks per year,
ing with nonthe Dalton
profits such as
Gardens
Room In The
Church of
Inn and Family
Christ in Coeur
Promise,
d’Alene, Idaho,
leaders told
rolls out air
The Christian
mattresses
Chronicle.
and welcomes
“The key in
homeless
my experience
mothers
is for churches
and children
to partner with
to sleep in
others to effecSunday school
tively help the
classrooms.
homeless,” said
On cold
Dorn Muscar
PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHAEL LEWIS Jr., minister for
nights when
regular home- Volunteers tape boxes as they prepare the University
for a “Cardboard City” fundraiser by
less shelters
Park Church
fill up quickly, Family Promise of North Idaho, which of Christ in
houses and feeds homeless families. Hyattsville, Md.
the Levy
Church of
“Handouts
Christ in North Little Rock,
are not the best use of resources,”
Ark., sets up bunk beds and
added Muscar, whose congregacots and opens its doors.
tion provides housing one week
Any given night, roughly
per year through a community
565,000 men, women and chilprogram called Warm Nights.
dren in the United States lack a
The Metro Church of Christ
home to call their own, accordin Sterling Heights, Mich.,
ing to the latest figures from
works with an organization
the National Alliance to End
known as MCREST — short for
Homelessness.
Macomb County Rotating
“I was a stranger and you
See HOMELESS, Page 6
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

E

chad westerholm

Baptized four by four, 127 give lives to Christ

In the southern African nation of Mozambique, Christians prepare to immerse four of 127 souls
recently baptized in Maxoca, a rural area in the nation’s Cabo Delgado district.
About 10 years ago, a native evangelist named Napoleon David moved to the district and
began working with a small Church of Christ. The church grew and multiplied as David — and
members of a mission team that works with the Makua Metto people in Mozambique —
trained church leaders, said team member Chad Westerholm.
In April, a group of evangelists and deacons were leaving a congregation in Matapandane, one
of the villages in the region. On the road they met a young man from a nearby village, Monjane,
who invited them to visit. The Christians “returned there in May and June and began teaching a
group of people,” Westerholm said, “and many showed interest in receiving Christ.”
As a result, four Christians — from left, Gamito Jaime, Amisse Prisciliano, Aquimo Saibo and
Manuel Augusto — baptized 56 villagers from Monjane, 55 more from Matapandane and 17 from
other villages, Westerholm said. Learn more about the team at www.makuateam.org.
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The Lord is my
shepherd —
and my editor

‘We do not
focus on
winning here’

I

stood over the grave,
looking down at the
white, metallic casket of
Freddie Gray.
I was in Baltimore for The
Washington Post, helping
to cover the funeral of the
25-year-old
Inside Story black man
who died
after suffering
a spinal
cord injury
in police
custody,
sparking
racial tension
Hamil R. Harris across the
city.
Women and children stood
around the casket, and
suddenly someone asked
if there were a minister
present to say a prayer for
the burial.
I glanced at the reporter for
The Baltimore Sun. Then I
looked at the grieving family.
I offered the prayer.
Moments later, I was
rushing to a mall where
young people had started
throwing rocks at police.
Soon, the city erupted
in flames. I worked past
midnight, covering the riots
with my colleagues.
On the job, I’ve never
sought to promote my own
faith. But I don’t run away
from it.
My journey began on the
campus of Florida State
University in Tallahassee,
where I was baptized Dec. 3,
1978. I was active in campus
ministry. I also was a walk-on
for the Seminoles football
team. In 1979, when we
finished the regular season
11-0, I held a dummy, mostly,
See EDITOR, Page 4

Harding football coach,
undefeated this season,
prepares to retire.

Jeff Montgomery

Ronnie Huckeba has a career record of 56-39, including 34-10 in the past four seasons.
BY CHARLES BABB | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

H

SEARCY, Ark.
arding University’s longtime
head football coach Ronnie
Huckeba will retire following the
2016 season.
But before he departs, his team is
sending him out with a little hardware.
At press time, the Bisons were
a record 10-0, claiming the Great
American Conference Championship
with one game remaining in the regular season. Ranked in the top five by
both major NCAA Division II polls,
they could seize home-field advantage
or perhaps even a bye week during
the upcoming playoff.
Ask almost anyone around the
program how they have done it, and
you’ll get a two-word answer: “Honor
God.” Huckeba has focused on those
words since the day he accepted the
position 10 years ago.
“Our faith permeates everything we

do — every decision we make, every
young man we recruit, every coach
we hire. That is the way it should be
here,” said Huckeba, a preacher’s son
from Claxton, Ga., and an associate
professor of kinesiology at Harding, a
6,000-student university associated with
Churches of Christ.
He draws inspiration
from Moses’ command to the children
of Israel, recorded in
Huckeba
Deuteronomy 11, to
write the words of the Lord on their
doorframes. In the same way, God’s
Word must be at the core of Harding’s
football program.
“You talk about it when you get up,
you talk about it when you eat. You talk
about it when you go to bed at night,”
he said. “We have tried to do that. We
do not focus on winning here.”
See WINNING, Page 25
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A holy cure for
‘post-election
stress disorder’
CHURCH LEADERS URGE believers
to put their hope in the ‘king
of kings,’ not politicians.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

As many Christians see it, America
avoided the worst-case scenario in
a nasty election featuring two of the
most distrusted, unpopular presidential
candidates ever.
Other people of faith grapple to
imagine a more terrible outcome
than Republican Donald Trump’s
stunning defeat of Democrat Hillary
Clinton on Nov. 8.
However, voters on
both sides of the political aisle can celebrate
this: Jesus Christ
remains Lord, forever
and always.
After one of the
most divisive political Josh Ross
seasons in U.S. history,
members of Churches of Christ desperately need to hear that message,
say ministers and other leaders interviewed by The Christian Chronicle.
Josh Ross, minister for the
Sycamore View Church of Christ in
Memphis, Tenn., warns that some
Christians will experience what he
dubs “PESD,” or “post-election stress
disorder.”
“Be prepared,” Ross urges fellow
church leaders and counselors. “It’s
real. Offer hope. Encourage. Extend
mercy.”
On a recent Sunday, Jeff Hubbard,
minister for the North Davis Church
of Christ in Arlington, Texas, titled his
message “Fear Less, Hope More.”
“I spent a good portion of my sermon
reminding our people of three things,”
Hubbard told the Chronicle. “First, we
are citizens of the kingdom of God
before any earthly kingdom we live in.
Second, the God we serve is bigger
See ELECTION, Page 9
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EDITOR: ‘I needed my faith to do my job’
FROM PAGE 3

during the varsity practices. But during
junior varsity games I got the ball. I blocked
a point during the first game and logged a
sack against Auburn.
For me, college was about more than football — and academics. There, in Broward
Hall with my roommate Jeff Hubright, I
learned to really pray. I began to understand
that all things are possible if you believe.
I put that faith into practice a few years
later, in 1984, when I packed my belongings
into an old Chrysler Cordoba and moved to
our nation’s capital. I landed a job working
in a hospital at night and wrote during the
day. Two years later, faith got me a freelance assignment that turned into a career
of more than 20 years.
Whether I was covering natural disasters
or sneaking into the 19th Street Baptist
Church to witness President Barack Obama
and his family attending church, my time
with the Post has truly been a blessing.
On many occasions, it was as if the Lord
himself were my editor, guiding me where
he wanted me to be. Many times, I needed
my faith to do my job.
On Sept. 11, 2001, I had just dropped my
kids off at school when two planes hit the
World Trade Center in New York. I was on
Pennsylvania Avenue, headed toward the
White House, when another plane crashed
into the Pentagon, less than three miles away.
I watched the news in a TV reporter’s truck.
I talked to the husband of Angelene
Carter, a 51-year-old accountant for the U.S.
Army. She went to work at the Pentagon
that morning and never came home. She
had a passion for family, Orlando vacations
and church work.
A few days later, after knocking on more
doors than I could count in search of news,
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I walked into Capital Bible Seminary in
Lanham, Md. I just needed a message of
hope. James Mook, one of the professors,
talked about the hymn “I Must Tell Jesus,”
written by one of his relatives.
I must tell Jesus all of my trials, I cannot
bear these burdens alone; In my distress He
kindly will help me, He ever loves and cares
for His own.
Tears rolled down my face. I was so
thankful to be able to share my burdens.
Then I wiped my tears and went back to
work.
A few years later, I earned a master’s from
that seminary — and, eventually, a master’s
in Christian ministry from Harding School
of Theology in Memphis, Tenn.
In my time with the Post, I’ve seen evidence
of the divine words I’ve studied at these
schools. One instance stands out in my
mind. In 2002, after one of the most powerful
storms in Maryland’s history ripped through
Charles County, I wrote this story:
The angry tornado was chewing up buildings and spitting out debris on La Grange
Avenue, and Sam Taylor had only seconds to
huddle his wife and two children on the floor
of their La Plata home where they began to
recite the Lord’s Prayer.
“We wrapped our arms around the kids
and each other,” said Taylor, who remembers
praying: “‘Our Father, which art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name.’ I didn’t even get
through the Lord’s Prayer — and it was over.”
This story moved me like no other. I know
God redirected that tornado to answer that
family’s prayer.
HAMIL R. HARRIS preaches for the Glenarden Church of
Christ in Maryland. This month he concludes his career with
The Washington Post. He will continue to freelance and teach
at Morgan State University in Baltimore.
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Christians sing “Highly Exalted” during a recording session for
The Acappella Company’s “Exalted God” album. The Broadway
Church of Christ in Lubbock, Texas, hosted the session.

Voices only: ‘Highly Exalted’
Led like a lamb, a lamb to the slaughter, you spoke not a word, but chose
to be silent. Though you did no wrong, nor was deceitfulness found in
you. Yet by your wounds our salvation has come. Yet by your suffering
our freedom is won.
Every week,
the staff of The
Christian Chronicle
scours the Internet
to bring you the
best a cappella
videos we can
find for our Voices
Only feature. Look
for new videos on
Sundays at our
website, www.
christianchronicle.
photos via acappella.org
org. Watch and
During the recording session, some believers
listen as Christians put the lyrics into sign language as they sing.
sing “Highly
Exalted” from The Acappella Company’s Praise & Harmony Singers
album “Exalted God.” While you’re there, send links to your favorite
a cappella videos to Chellie Ison at chellie@christianchronicle.org.
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Quadriplegic baptized
WOODBRIDGE, Va. — Georgette Morton,
who became a quadriplegic as a
result of a car accident, lives in a
nursing home.
That is where the 36-year-old
woman attended a Sunday Bible
lesson and singing led by members
of the Dale City Church of Christ.
Afterward, she expressed an
interest to speaker Alex Witcher
in learning more about Jesus. She
studied the Bible for nearly a year
with church members Thomas and
Carol Riley.
The year “was filled with many
obstacles, including health, emotional,
family and nursing home issues,”
Thomas Riley said. “Thanks be to
God, who worked them all out, paving
the way for her to be baptized.”

NELLIE DONEVA, ABILENE (TEXAS) REPORTER-NEWS, USED BY PERMISSION

After 37 years, Texas preacher passes the baton to ‘next generation’

“Changing of the Guard” was the appropriate theme for a recent Sunday assembly of the Minda Street Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas.
After 37 years with the congregation, minister Tony Roach, right, is retiring. Succeeding him is Ian Nickerson. “Passing on a legacy of leadership” is important to Roach, who with his wife, Candyce, planted the multicultural congregation in 1979, the Abilene Reporter-News reported.
Nickerson will become resident evangelist, and Roach will become minister emeritus. Nickerson, a graduate of Abilene Christian University,
credits training under Roach, whom he first met in 1991, with developing the leadership skills necessary to carry on the work of the church.

FLORIDA

HOLLY HILL — The Holly Hill Church
of Christ became a hub of disaster
relief after Hurricane Matthew.
Nashville, Tenn.-based Churches
of Christ Disaster Relief Effort sent
a truckload of emergency food and
supplies to the congregation, north of
Daytona Beach.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KAREN IBISON

Young volunteers help with the Holly Hill
Church of Christ’s hurricane relief effort.

“We estimated we had 1,000
people show up for supplies,”
church secretary Karen Ibison said.
“We mainly distributed food that did
not have to be kept refrigerated and
cases of bottled water. Yard equipment like rakes, shovels and wheelbarrows was given out.”

LOUISIANA

LAKE CHARLES — Sam Harrison
was born on a farm in rural West
Virginia in 1916.
More than 100 years later, he was
reborn in a baptismal pool in the
southwest corner of Louisiana.
On a recent Sunday, the Enterprise
Boulevard Church of Christ celebrated Harrison’s decision to follow
Jesus. As preaching minister Jason
Clark put it, Harrison became “one of
the world’s oldest newborns.”

NEBRASKA

YORK — The East Hill Church of
Christ’s recent 23rd annual community giveaway of clothing, shoes and
bedding drew a crowd.
“So much stuff was offered this
year that, even after an all-time
record of 1,174 people helped themselves to all they wanted, hauling
their newfound treasures away by
the large trash bag full, the leftovers still filled a semi trailer from
nose to tail and more than halfway
from floor to ceiling,” the York NewsTimes reported.

NORTH CAROLINA

RALEIGH — For more than 20 years,
Brooks Avenue Church of Christ
members made 100 teddy bears.
They donate the bears to pediatric
hospital wards, women’s shelters

PHOTO PROVIDED BY THOMAS RILEY

Georgette Morton is baptized in a pool.

and other organizations.
In an assembly-line process,
about 15 volunteers — including
two men — cut fabric, draw bear
patterns, sew, draw faces and stuff
the symbols of love, ministry coordinator Latrelle Dechene said.
“Over the years, there have been
many notes from nurses, parents
and patients telling the stories about
the Brooks bears given with love
and prayers,” Dechene said.

VIRGINIA

WINCHESTER — A recent senior day
at the Southside Church of Christ
drew 115 older Christians from 11
congregations in five states. Speakers
included Mike Anglin of the Silver
Spring Church of Christ in Maryland
and Willie Rupert Jr. of the Central
Church of Christ in Baltimore.
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HOMELESS: ‘Stereotypes are broken down,’ advocate says

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MICHAEL LEWIS

“Cardboard City” is an annual fundraiser by Family Promise of North Idaho. The
Dalton Gardens Church of Christ partners with Family Promise to serve the homeless.
FROM PAGE 1

Emergency Shelter Team — to
house women and children.
For a week at a time, church
volunteers serve hot breakfasts and
dinners and make sack lunches for
the guests, said Loretta Wright, a
Metro member who coordinates the
food preparation while others oversee security, housekeeping, laundry
and transportation.
“All of our classrooms become
bedrooms,” Wright said. “MCREST
supplies foam pads used as mattresses, as well as sheets, blankets,
pillows and towels.”
The homeless ministry reminds
Wright just how blessed she is.
“One conversation with a 70-yearold homeless woman or a pregnant
young mother caring for two other
children while trying to escape an
abusive situation,” she said, “makes
you realize that God’s love for us
makes it all the more imperative
that we share that love.”
Like the Metro church, the Three
Chopt Road Church of Christ in
Richmond, Va., joins with other area
churches to help the homeless.
Demolitions of low-rent motels
contributed to an increase in the
Virginia capital’s homeless population in the 1980s. That led to the

creation of CARITAS — Churches
Around Richmond Involved To
Assure Shelter.
“It’s a great opportunity to teach
your children about caring for others, having them step up and help
out at dinner, or reading a nighttime
story to these children who don’t
have a home to go to,” said Melissa
McGuiggan, a Three Chopt Road
member who co-directs the ministry
with Mike West.

THERE’S ROOM IN THE INN

In Nashville, 22 Churches of
Christ participate in Room In The
Inn — which was started by a
Roman Catholic priest in 1985.
Since its launch in Music City,
that winter shelter program has
expanded to 33 additional cities in
the United States and Canada.
“Sheltering people in congregations is not as difficult as many people assume,” said Jeff Moles, Room
In The Inn’s community development coordinator for congregational
support. “People often think about
their insurance needs, but Room In
The Inn guests are covered just like
any other visitors to the building.”
Most concerns about safety,
security and liability disappear after
a church hosts the program a few

KRISTI JONES

Students Jackson Smith, Sarah Williams and Macy Cottrell get ready to welcome
homeless guests to Lipscomb University as part of the Room In The Inn program.
times, Moles said.
“Stereotypes are broken down,”
he said, “and there is a ‘holy ground’
experience of people coming
together in new ways.”
Nonprofits such as Room In The
Inn and Family Promise conduct
background checks on potential
guests. But in an emergency shelter
situation — such as that of the Levy
church effort — advance screening
is not possible, said Paul Wilkerson,
one of the Arkansas
congregation’s elders.
“It’s difficult work,”
said Wilkerson, who
also serves as executive director of the
River City Ministry,
which operates a day
shelter, a food pantry,
Wilkerson
a clothing closet and
medical and dental clinics. “Some of
the homeless are very dysfunctional.
You need a driven core-group of
people to make it work.”
Upon arriving at Nashville’s
Woodson Chapel church, the homeless men eat meals prepared by
church volunteers and shower in
facilities built specifically for Room In
The Inn, minister Wesley Walker said.
“We are in an affluent section of
Nashville,” Walker said. “I think it’s

been helpful to break down some
walls that normally wouldn’t be
broken down. It’s been helpful to
humanize people that, if not for this
program, we might just drive past
and not even give a second thought.”
While growing up in the Brentwood
Hills Church of Christ in Nashville,
Macy Cottrell, 22, witnessed her
home congregation’s longtime partnership with Room In The Inn.
Cottrell, now a senior at Lipscomb
University in Nashville, recalls her
mother, Amy, making poppy seed
chicken casserole for the guests.
“I remember helping her carry
dinner to the place and seeing guys
in community around tables,” said
Cottrell, who plans to graduate next
spring with degrees in molecular
biology and vocational ministry. “I
thought it was so cool we had that
opportunity.”
That experience inspired Cottrell to
organize a Room In The Inn program
on the Lipscomb campus — with the
Student Government Association
offering funding and social service
clubs helping with meals.
The 15 homeless men welcomed to
the Christian university each Saturday
night eat dinner, watch movies and
sleep in Lipscomb’s racquetball room
— “the quietest and darkest place we
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‘God has changed my heart’
Church leaders across the nation highlight
efforts to serve the homeless community.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAY PLANK

A volunteer serves hot meals at the no-questions-asked “Lord’s Diner,” a homeless
ministry supported by the RiverWalk Church of Christ in Wichita, Kan.
could find,” as Cottrell points out.
“It’s a really humbling experience,”
she said of listening to their stories.

NEWBORNS WITH NO HOMES

From the Pitman Church of
Christ in Sewell, N.J., to the Golf
Course Road Church of Christ
in Midland, Texas, thousands of
houses of worship partner with
Family Promise.
That national organization has
202 affiliates in 42 states. It focuses
on providing shelter, meals and support services to homeless families.
“We share our faith with our hands
and feet, not with teaching from our
mouths, unless our guests ask us
questions,” said Cindy Wood, Family
Promise of North Idaho’s executive
director. “We do pray.”
In North Idaho, each congregation
hosts the families a minimum of four
weeks and a maximum of six weeks
per year, said Wood, a member of
the Dalton Gardens church.
“This is intentional so that our
guest families are greeted by congregations that are not tired but
rejuvenated and excited about the
ministry week ahead,” she said.
When it’s the Dalton Gardens
church’s turn, at least two members
sleep on cots at the church building

for seven nights. Those volunteers
include Freda Campbell, 65, and
her 18-year-old granddaughter,
Alyssa Campbell.
“Some people are still a little
afraid because of their idea of what
the homeless are — bums or ones
choosing to stand on street corners,” Freda Campbell said. “But
circumstances come up beyond
their control that cause these
people to lose their homes.”
A lost job. An abusive spouse. A
divorce.
These factors and others can
result in sudden homelessness.
“Most families have no savings
and can expect no help from their
extended families,” said Michael
Lewis, the Dalton Gardens
church’s minister. “When they can
suddenly no longer pay rent and
are evicted, they have to choose
between trying to get into a shelter
or sleeping in a car or in a box
under a bridge somewhere.
“And the shocking thing is to
see how many young children are
involved … all these newborns and
preschoolers who just got a raw deal
handed to them,” the Idaho preacher
added. “But it’s not really about placing blame — it’s just time to help.
“We are glad to help.”

Recently, the Culver Palms Church
of Christ hosted our first community forum on homelessness in Los
Angeles to provide an opportunity to
dig deeper into our knowledge about
the homeless and examine the macro
and micro view on
how to address this
issue.
The focus was on
how we can be better educated about
homelessness,
how we can better
advocate for those
homeless and how we can be better
friends to homeless persons. Our
panelists included some of the leading advocates and representatives
from government agencies addressing homelessness in Los Angeles.
Mark Manassee | Los Angeles

At the Hickman Road Church of
Christ, we partner with a Christcentered nonprofit called Joppa
Outreach. Once a month, I lead a
route and invite a few members —
adults and children — to help me
deliver to the unsheltered in Des
Moines a hot meal; other foods like
produce, meats, bread; core necessities like toilet paper; and tents,
gloves, hats, blankets, boots and
even propane heaters.
We meet them where they are
living: in the woods, along railroad
tracks, in their cars, etc. The main
goal is to not just drop these things
off and run but to
build relationships
with them. Listen
to them and their
needs. Pray with
them if the situation
calls for that. Take a
genuine interest in
their lives and wellbeing. It’s something
that they definitely don’t encounter
on a day-to-day basis.
It’s important to me because
God has changed my heart to
care for the homeless.
Dug Campbell | Des Moines, Iowa

Jesus had a special place in his
heart for the children, and as followers of the Savior, the Oak Hill
Church of Christ in Rome, Ga.,
decided to change the month of
October to Socktober and collect
socks for the youngest of the community in need.
The concept of Socktober was
born in Henderson, Tenn., by Brad
Montague, and the movement
exploded with the backing of Kid
President, an internet sensation
produced by Montague and featuring the amazing Robby Novak.
At Oak Hill, the church family
decided to bring the idea to the local
community as part of the church’s
outreach in the Rome community.
There was also a tremendous
need in the homeless community,
so the congregation also determined to collect 1,000 pairs of
socks for the homeless shelters in
the community.
The total goal for the schoolchildren and the homeless was to collect 6,000 pairs of socks during the
month of October.
We looked to 1 John 3:17 as we
worked: “But if anyone has the
world’s goods and sees his brother
in need, yet closes his heart against
him, how does God’s love abide in
him?’ as we worked to reach our
goal throughout Socktober.”
The Oak Hill family surpassed
the goal!
Andrew Shelton | Rome, Ga.

Because we’re a downtown
church, the RiverWalk Church of
Christ emphasizes service to the
homeless.
That includes serving at the
downtown overflow shelter; helping
at the Lord’s Diner, a no-questionsasked place where anyone can get a
hot meal every evening of the year;
operating our own food pantry and
clothing ministry; and providing
a place where the homeless can
come in off of the street for needs
we can meet at our building.
Jay Plank | Wichita, Kan.
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“I knew I wanted to go into medicine
from a young age, and OVU helped me do it.”
“The professors got to know me personally and held me to a very high standard.
Learning at OVU provided an anchor to my faith, teaching me volumes about
science, as well as the Creator.”

Mitchell Ramsey, MD - OVU Class of 2011
Resident Physician, Dept. of Internal Medicine
OSU Wexner Medical Center

For Learning.
For Faith. For Life.
Learn more today: www.ovu.edu
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ELECTION: ‘The one we worship, the one we bow down to ... is Jesus’
FROM PAGE 3

than the government we live under.
Third, we should fear less about
the future and put our hope in our
Father who holds the future.”
Hubbard reminded the Dallas-area
congregation of the exiled Israelites
who were told in Jeremiah 29:11 not
to lose heart: “‘For I know the plans I
have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans
to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.’”
“All throughout Scripture, we are
reminded in many ways, forms and
fashions that God is bigger — bigger than the Egyptian empire and
this guy named Pharaoh who tried
to oppress the Israelites and hold
them in place,” Hubbard said.
“He was bigger than this 9-foot
giant who ridiculed and made fun
of the Israelite army. He was bigger
than the Roman leadership and the
men who sent Jesus to the cross.”
And in 2016, Jesus is bigger than
the U.S. election result, church leaders stressed to the Chronicle.
Four hours south of Dallas, minister David Duncan encouraged
the Memorial Church of Christ
in Houston to recognize that “our
king is not a person here in the
United States.
“Our king is Jesus Christ,”
Duncan said on a recent Sunday.
“Go vote. I’m all for that,” the
Houston minister
added. “But … the one
we worship, the one
we bow down to, the
one we follow through
everything is Jesus.”
American politics
may change, and
what society once
Bacon
deemed wrong may
be declared right, but God remains
steadfast and sovereign, Duncan
said. He cited 1 Timothy 6:13-16,
which describes God as “the blessed
and only ruler, the king of kings and
Lord of lords.”
Elsewhere:
• Cher yl Bacon, a member of
the University Church of Christ in
Abilene, Texas, remembers that she
was first told to “respect our leaders and pray for those in authority”
after Democrat John F. Kennedy was
elected president in 1960.

AARON BRACKETT

In Oklahoma, a line of voters three-hours long stretches around the Edmond Church of Christ building during early balloting.
Bacon’s mother had “campaigned
mightily” against Kennedy, and
that admonition was repeated many
times in her house over the years.
“I’m reminding myself that had the
election gone as expected, as I wanted
it to, I still would not be celebrating,
just relieved,” Bacon, chair of the
Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication at Abilene Christian
University, said in an
email after Trump’s victory. “In a text conversation with my son ...
I told him that I didn’t
like Hillary nor trust
her, but I didn’t fear
her; I found Trump’s
temperamental arroDabbs
gance, his ignorance
of the Constitution and international
affairs to be very frightening.
“But ... I must consider again
that Jesus said, ‘Do not be afraid,’
more often than he said anything
else,” the professor wrote. “I must
consider in a very personal way
Scripture’s command to take care of
the widows and orphans, feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, visit those
in prison, show compassion to the
sorrowful, seek justice for the alien
and oppressed. So, I pray that I will
find the faith to do those things and

find the spiritual discipline required
to pray for President Trump —
even though I admit the words still
prompt nausea and a quiver.”
On the other hand, many conservative Christians supported Trump
— despite concerns about his character — because of his promise to
appoint Supreme Court justices who
would overturn the decision that
legalized abortion.
• Minister Matt
Dabbs advised members of the Auburn
Church of Christ in
Alabama to keep their
faith and identity
in Christ, not U.S.
politicians.
Frederick
“Remember that
those you disagree with are made
just as much in God’s image and
loved just as unconditionally as you
are by God,” Dabbs preached before
the election. “No matter what happens … love your neighbor as yourself, treat people with dignity and
respect … (and) exhibit the fruit of
the Spirit.”
• Jesus never promised anyone
a “Christian nation,” said Claire
Davidson Frederick, an adjunct Bible
professor and director of the Engage
youth theology initiative at Lipscomb

University in Nashville, Tenn.
“In fact, he promised just the
opposite: that the world will hate
you as they hated me,” Frederick
said. “Christianity was at odds with
‘the Empire’ for the first 300 years
of its existence, and even today
Christianity always seems to flourish
and be at its most faithful in cultures
where it is a marginalized and persecuted minority.
“Our hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness,” she added. “It certainly is not
built upon the faith claims (or lack
thereof) of our political leaders.”
Back in Memphis, Ross suggests
that making sure every email and
every social media post passes
the “glory to God” test will help
Christians avoid losing their wits
and burning bridges over politics.
“We will say things to people on
social media that we’d never say to
their face,” Ross said.
“May we be people who are rooted
in the resurrection of Jesus above
all things,” he added, “with conversations seasoned with salt and grace
for the glory of God.”
READ AN EXPANDED STORY with more quotes and
videos and join the conversation by searching for
“post-election stress” at www.christianchronicle.org.
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Full-Time Minister
The Church of Christ in Lake Orion,
Mich., is searching for a full-time minister.
Duties would include preaching, teaching,
visiting and outreach.
Lake Orion is a growing community in
northern Oakland County with excellent
schools. We are an active congregation with
an average Sunday attendance of between
80 and 125 members.

If interested please contact:
Randy McClure
(248) 310-4456
rmcclure1958@gmail.com

Full-Time Minister Needed
The Dublin Street Church of Christ is seeking
a full-time married minister with the ability to
communicate effectively and who is committed to sound
biblical teaching with the education and experience
necessary to prepare for this ministry. Primary duties
include preaching sermons,
teaching Bible classes, promoting Christian
fellowship and being evangelistically minded.
Please submit resume, cover letter and two sermons
on CD to:

Dublin Street Church of Christ
1402 West Dublin Street
Urbana, Illinois 61801

Thomas McElrath (217) 621-5757

Full-time Minister Position
Simpson Street Church of Christ,
Atlanta, Ga., is seeking an experienced
full-time Senior Minister. Candidate
must have robust knowledge of the
scriptures; evidence of effective
preaching and teaching; strong
interpersonal skills; and proficient
written; oral, and technological skills.
Please visit our website to apply:

Simpsonstreetchurchofchrist.org

College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean, ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210

The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry invites applications for a position in
physical chemistry beginning Fall 2017. The successful candidate will demonstrate a commitment
to excellence in teaching and in research appropriate for an undergraduate department. An M.S.
degree in physical chemistry is required, with a Ph.D. preferred. Information about the department
is available at acu.edu/chemistry.
The Department of Mathematics invites applications for a position in developmental
mathematics beginning in Fall 2017. An earned master’s degree (or completion prior to August
2017) in education (preferred) or mathematics is required. The successful candidate is expected to
be an effective teacher and mentor to underprepared students in an undergraduate environment
and to have a desire to pursue professional development. Applicants are sought with a background
of a minimum of five years of experience teaching mathematics at the high school level.
The teaching load is typically 12 hours at the developmental level. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/math.

College of Biblical Studies

Dr. Dale E. Bertram, Chair, Department of Marriage and Family Studies, ACU Box 29446,
Abilene, Texas 79699-9446

The Department of Marriage and Family Studies invites applications and nominations for a
tenure-track marriage and family therapy faculty position at the assistant or associate professor
level, beginning Fall 2017. The MFT program at ACU has held continuous COAMFTE accreditation
since 1983. The candidate will be expected to teach courses relative to the family lifecycle,
research, career counseling from a systemic perspective, and other MFT courses; supervise
graduate interns; mentor student research; and accept committee assignments. The candidate
should possess a well-defined program of research as evidenced by peer-reviewed publications
and presentations; demonstrate competence in the integration of theological and spiritual issues
with therapy; exhibit competence as a classroom teacher; demonstrate eligibility for licensure as
an LMFT in the State of Texas; hold Clinical Membership and Approved Supervisor or Supervisor
Candidate status with the AAMFT; and must hold the Ph.D. in marriage and family therapy
or a closely related mental health discipline. Information about the department is available
at acu.edu/mft.

Apply by Jan. 15, 2017.

Ministry Team Member
The Rocketdyne Road Church of Christ
in Neosho, Mo., is seeking an addition to our
present two-member ministry team to serve our
300-350 member church family. The new team
member would be involved in some pulpit
preaching, visitation, teaching, and other duties
defined by the elders and the ministry team.
Our focus is "Jesus is our teacher" in all of
life's circumstances. Our motto is
"Every member a minister through service."
Please send your resume to:
Ben Lane, secretary to the elders,
Ben.lane.ccneosho@gmail.com

See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete descriptions of these positions.
In a letter to the appropriate dean or chair, applicants should address their qualifications for the position.
They should include in the application a statement of how faith informs their teaching; a discussion of
their spiritual journey; a curriculum vita; transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work; and names,
addresses and phone numbers of five references. Review of applicants will begin immediately and
continue until the position is filled. Nominations of and applications from qualified women and
minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ. All applicants
must be professing Christians and be active, faithful members of a congregation
of the Churches of Christ and deeply committed to service in Christian higher
education. The mission of ACU is to educate students for Christian service and
leadership throughout the world. ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.
160309-1216
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AN AIR FORCE OFFICER takes the reigns of a ministry he once rejected — a ministry that later connected him to Christ

Answering the call to serve those who serve

Yelton, who founded and directed
the program for 40 years. In 1963,
Don was stationed at a remote base
in Greenland. After studying a Bible
course he wanted to be baptized.
This required arguing with the base
chaplain, finding Christians he’d
never met and locating a baptistery.
He ended up being baptized in a
bathtub on the Arctic Circle.
Later, as a student at the White’s
Ferry Road Bible School in Louisiana, he shared the needs of military
Christians at the invitation of Hal
Frasier, then director of the World
Radio Gospel Broadcasts ministry.
Out of their discussions came a vision
to specifically address the needs of
an often-spiritually isolated military
community. American Military
Evangelizing Nations was born out
of Don’s dedication and with the
support of the White’s Ferry Road
Church of Christ in West Monroe, La.
On Nov. 1, the Manchester Church
of Christ in Connecticut assumed
oversight of AMEN.

BY Lynn Mcmillon | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

he first time Dennis Saucier encountered workers with the AMEN ministry,
he asked them to leave his house.
It was the mid 1970s and Saucier,
a radio operator for the U.S. Air Force, was
stationed at Karamursel Air Station in Turkey.
Earl Seall and Gene Collins came to the base to
study the Bible with soldiers through American
Military Evangelizing Nations, a newly
launched ministry supported by Churches
of Christ. Saucier, who grew up a nominal
Catholic, had no interest. But his wife did.
Diane Saucier studied the Bible and was
baptized. Her husband noticed a change — a
new peace — in her life and agreed to study
as well. Soon after, while stationed in Greece,
Dennis Saucier was baptized by Logan Jones, a
Chief Master Sergeant, in the Aegean Sea.
Dennis Saucier later attended the White’s
Ferry Road School of Preaching in Louisiana
and earned a Master of Divinity degree from
Abilene Christian University in Texas. He served
as an Air Force chaplain in Iraq, Kuwait and the
Republic of Georgia.
As a lieutenant colonel, he served as senior
staff chaplain of the Air Force Mortuary Affairs
Operation at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware.
He retired from the Air Force in September
2014 and recently became director of AMEN
— the ministry he once rejected, the ministry
that helped him become a Christian.
The Sauciers’ twin sons also served — Jacob
for two years as a Navy rescue swimmer
and John for seven years as an Abrams tank
crewman in the Army. The Sauciers have four
granddaughters and three grandsons.

Tell us about the unique spiritual
needs of military personnel.
The U.S. military is a unique
sub-culture of American society. In
fact, each branch — Army, Marines,
Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard —
has its own unique culture.
Typically all military personnel
move frequently, have a stressful
training and operational tempo, don’t
usually have the benefit of living
close to extended family, can deploy
within days or hours to foreign locations, endure months of isolation

www.amenministry.info

Dennis Saucier, left, speaks with Air Force personnel during a barbecue at Dover Air
Force Base in Delaware. The meal was sponsored by the Airmen’s Ministry Center, a
coffee house ministry in the base’s dormitory compound. The program is designed “to
provide pastoral care for our junior enlisted men and women,” Saucier said.

from loved ones and can experience
the trauma of combat.
Key events like holidays, birthdays
and anniversaries are celebrated
long-distance through letters, email or
computer chats. Loneliness, isolation
and the need for emotional, relational
and spiritual adjustment are some of
the more prominent spiritual needs.
How can churches near militar y
bases help meet these needs?
Churches have a great opportunity
to enrich their ministry with the
ethnic diversity, in-depth life experiences, leadership skills and broad
world view that military families can
contribute. Military training cultivates a spirit of discipline, teamwork,

organizational ability and a persevering attitude willing to take on
great challenges.
One opportunity — and challenge
— is the high turnover rate that
occurs on many bases as members
receive orders to new assignments.
This turnover can bring talented
Bible teachers and ministry leaders
to utilize church programs. Many
military families are eager to worship
with off-base churches that can
provide for them well-established
ministries and offer them a spiritual
family and a home environment.
How did AMEN begin?
The ministry grew out of the
experiences of Don and Harriet

What ser vices does AMEN offer?
AMEN’s focus is on building
spiritual resiliency for a highly mobile
population. Our Locator Service is a
network of Key Men at churches near
bases or at deployed locations who
help members connect with a local
church for worship and fellowship.
There are not enough of our military chaplains to provide services at
every location, and most members
do not wish to worship at the base’s
general Protestant service. The
Key Men is a sponsorship program
helping military people stay spiritually
connected wherever they are sent —
in the world or onboard a ship.
Additionally, AMEN has been
active in organizing religious retreats
for military families stationed
in Europe. Retreats have been
conducted in England, Germany
and Greece, bringing well-known
brotherhood speakers to edify the
overseas military community.
See AMEN, Page 12
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AMEN: Serving souls in war zones
F A C U L T Y P O S I T I O N S AV A I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. Seeking full-time faculty member. The successful candidate will have a
master’s degree in earth sciences or geology. Teaching experience is
preferable. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, teaching
liberal arts courses.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr. Dennis Matlock, chair, at dmatlock@harding.edu or Box 12272, Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION. Seeking full-time
assistant professor of communication with specialization in film
and digital media production. The successful candidate will have
an M.F.A. (or other terminal degree) and professional experience
outside of academia is required. Teaching experience at the college
level is preferred. Responsibilities include teaching a wide range of
courses including video production, cinematography, photography,
editing and post-production with writing and theory courses possible depending on the candidate’s expertise; advising students in the
department; and serving on faculty committees as necessary.
Submit a cover letter, curriculum vitae and a representative
production reel (link is preferred) to Dr. James E. Miller, chair, at
jemiller@harding.edu or Box 10765, Searcy, AR 72149.
Additional openings are available in the following areas:
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Assistant /Associate Dean for Academic Affairs
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Department of Pharmacy Practice
DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS (two positions)
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM DIRECTOR
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM
Please visit harding.edu/hr/jobsfaculty
for further information on these positions.

FROM PAGE 11
in Germany, bring food and supplies
Do you serve personnel in war
for distribution by Polish Christians.
zones?
AMEN tapped into the enthusiasm that
The Locator Service has been
military Christians had for providing
especially important to military
relief to our foreign brethren in need.
personnel serving in combat areas
and nearby bases such as in Saudi
What are AMEN’S current
Arabia, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan. activities?
As units rotated in and out of bases,
We’re working to ensure the contithe Key Men has helped maintain the nuity of AMEN as we go through a
continuity of worship opportunities.
leadership transition. Don and Harriet
In 1990, as Operation Desert
Yelton retired in March after 40 years
Storm began, AMEN raised more
of directing the program — under the
than $25,000 to send care packages
White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ
to deployed troops and encourand later the Hendersonville Church
aged other churches to begin their
of Christ in North Carolina. They have
own programs.
helped me and have
I remember the
encouraged me to
support I had when
bring a fresh vision of
I was deployed as an
what AMEN can do.
active-duty chaplain
The Locator
to a forward base
Service will continue
in Kuwait during
to help Christians
Operation Iraqi
find opportunities
Freedom. I led a
to connect with a
Church of Christ
spiritual family. I
service at the Post
also want to offer
PHOTO PROVIDED programs for spiriChapel attended by
an Oklahoma Army Dennis and Diane Saucier
tual resiliency such
National Guard
as marriage and
unit on its way into Iraq. The soldiers
family enrichment workshops and
really appreciated that touch of home
personal spiritual growth retreats.
experienced in our common worship.
AMEN often sends literature,
How can local congregations
reading materials, song tapes and
become involved?
luxury items — such as Kool-Aid
Most importantly, pray and seek
and cookies — to military personnel. God’s will for reaching the military
community with the Gospel.
How have overseas churches
Plan a program for those preparing
benefitted from AMEN?
for or returning from a deployment
The Locator Service helps military such as a marriage or personal
Christians find and connect with
growth workshop.
worship opportunities at their new
Consider appointing a Key Man to
assignments, reducing the effects of
work with AMEN to build an intenculture shock. AMEN has promoted tional ministry that helps military
the sharing of the Gospel by sending members integrate into the life of
teachers to these military congregathe congregation. Think about how
tions to educate and edify. Many
to support the “deployment widows”
baptisms have resulted from this
and widowers” whose spouses are
work. For many years, AMEN
involved in contingency operations.
retreats have been a highlight for
Create worship services expressing
military and missionary Christians
the love of God in bringing healing to
in Europe, helping small, isolated
military members and veterans who
groups of believers experience a
deal with the effects of war. Adopt
larger view of God’s kingdom.
a military unit by sending letters,
In the early 1980s, as the communist
spiritual materials and goodies from
governments in Eastern Europe began home. Consider adding AMEN to
to falter, AMEN’s network of Key
your missions budget.
Men and military church resources
helped Bill McDonough, a missionary
WEBSITE: www.amenministry.info.
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In Cambodia, Christians take a long journey to worship in a floating village
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PHOTO PROVIDED by PHANAT OUCH

On Sundays, a small group of Christians in the Southeast Asian city of Siem Reap, Cambodia, travels about 60 miles — by car and boat — to reach the village of Kompong Khleang,
where homes built on tall stilts appear to float when the Tonle Sap Lake swells during the country’s rainy season. In the village, the Christians worship with and encourage a
handful of believers, said Phanat Ouch, who works with International Bible Institute of Siem Reap, an extension school of Bear Valley Bible Institute International. See our recent
features on Ouch and Churches of Christ in Cambodia at www.christianchronicle.org. Click on the “Series” tab and look for “From the East.”

BOLIVIA

COCHABAMBA — Nine years ago, in the
midst of violent, anti-government
protests, a mission team of five families planted the Cochabamba Centro
Church of Christ in this South
American city.
The church grew, and now a new
team from Bolivia, El Salvador,
Mexico and Nicaragua has planted
a congregation in the suburb of
Tiquipaya. The Austin Avenue Church
of Christ in Brownwood, Texas, sponsors the work and chose Tiquipaya
so that Butch and Patricia Sandoval,
the last members of the Cochabamba
team still living in Bolivia, can mentor
the new church planters, who graduated from the Baxter Institute, a
ministry training school in Honduras.
The new Church of Christ has
experienced 10 baptisms this year
as members reach out to their
community with assistance from the
Cochabamba Centro church and the
Villa Pagador Church of Christ — a
former Pentecostal church whose
leaders and members were baptized
after visiting the Cochabamba
Centro congregation.

city have offered theology classes
to their community, resulting in
changed lives.
“All we do is advertise on a local
radio station,” missionary Allen
Dutton Jr. said, “and the students
come to us. What a privilege we
have to teach God’s Word to a
desperate world.”
Recently, the Guanabara Church
of Christ graduated 84 students —
its biggest class in the history of
the program, Dutton said. Eight of
the students were baptized. In all,
the congregation has baptized 55
people this year and averages 220
for Sunday worship.

varazdin — More than 150 people,
including 15 church leaders,
attended the recent grand opening
of the Varazdin Church of Christ’s
new meeting place, minister Mladen
Dominic said.
“Four of us gave interviews to television reporters, and we were able to
speak about the amazing work that is
being completed by the Churches of
Christ,” Dominic said. “We shared with
them the wonderful news about Bibles
that we printed in Braille for the blind
so that they too can read the Gospel.”
On the same day, the Croatia for
Christ ministry, with help from
Eastern European Mission, distributed 15,000 children’s Bibles to
local elementary schools. Church
members also have developed a
smartphone app that allows users to
read a Croatian Easy to Read New
Testament, Dominic said.

GUINEA

BRAZIL

CAMPINAS — For the past 15 years,
Christians in this South American

CROATIA

PHOTO PROVIDED

Evangelists baptize in Samoé, Guinea.

Samoé — An evangelist reports new
souls for Christ in this West African
nation, where the Ebola virus
outbreak claimed more than 2,500
lives. Recently, 10 people in the subprefecture of Samoé were baptized
during a Bible campaign, minister
Francis Musa said.

spoTLIGHT

Online teaching for
remote South America
GEORGETOWN, Guyana — An internet
distance-learning ministry helps
Christians share the Gospel with
remote villages in this small, South
American nation.
Three years ago
Teach Guyana
Ministries launched
its online effort,
connecting with one
location in the capital
city of Georgetown,
said director Jerry
Cantrell
L. Cantrell. Now
teachers send the message to 13
Churches of Christ, from the Linden
congregation in northern Guyana to
a village in the Courantyne area, near
the country’s border with Suriname.
“We teach live lessons 23 times
each week,” Cantrell said, including
specialized classes for women’s and
children’s ministry. “Our goal is to
strengthen, mature and to help the
churches grow.”
The Prattville Church of Christ in
Alabama supports the work.
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A view from Ukraine’s forgotten war
‘christians have changed,’ says one church member in the
conflict zone, struggling to serve his fellow believers. ‘The
Scriptures sound different to us now. We praise God for this.’

From a rooftop in the eastern Ukrainian town of Adiivka, Jeff Abrams surveys the war-ravaged region, where fighting continues despite a recent cease-fire agreement.

S

Avdiivka, Ukraine
by defending them from outside
undown. I am perched alongaggressors. Russia denies involveside Ukrainian soldiers on a
ment in the uprising. Nonetheless,
rooftop overlooking a minepeople here refer to the shrapnel
field. On the other side
and shell casings that line
are the pro-Russian separatVoices
school playgrounds as “gifts
ists who seized the city of
from Putin.”
Donetsk.
After the breakup of the
As the darkness deepens,
Soviet Union, Christianity
tracer fire streaks across the
flourished here. Believers
sky. Tanks, machine guns and
from the U.S. and Ukrainian
rocket launchers fire. Bombs
Christians planted hundreds
burst. The ground trembles.
of Churches of Christ.
This is what a cease fire
Since the conflict began,
sounds like.
Jeff Abrams
many of our brethren have
It’s been more than two
fled. Some have died. Others
years since the separatists seized
have disappeared.
parts of eastern Ukraine and
Here in Avdiivka, about 30 souls
renamed it the Donetsk People
once worshiped with the Church of
Republic. This conflict, forgotten
Christ. Now this small town, about
by most of the world, has claimed
15 miles north of Donetsk, is part of
some 10,000 lives. Those unable or
what Ukrainian forces call the Antiunwilling to flee westward struggle
Terrorist Operation, or ATO, zone.
to meet their basic needs.
Only three believers remain.
This region, once home to thriving
Money — and warm clothing
Churches of Christ, is now a land of
for orphans — are scarce. Some
broken bodies, broken infrastructeachers and nurses haven’t been
ture, broken hearts and broken
paid in a year. In the territory
promises. Ukrainians feel that
controlled by separatists, militias
Western powers aren’t honoring
have seized church buildings and
the Budapest Agreement of 1994
told followers of Christ that the

PHOTOS PROVIDED by jeff abrams

Scenes from a war zone: See Jeff Abram’s video
from Ukraine at www.christianchronicle.org.

Russian Orthodox church is the
only legitimate faith.
In Donetsk, “we pray for God to
allow us continue our ministry here,
to protect us from the evil one and
to allow us to preach the Gospel
freely,” a Christian named Arthur
tells me in a recent message from
the troubled city. The believers who
remain pray “that no one takes away
our church buildings, so that we can
get together to worship openly.”
Churches once supported by
Christians in the U.S. are cut off
from those funds, he added. As a
result, “it is a time of testing for the
ministers that have to work two or
three jobs to provide for their families and feed God’s people.”
****

fter a night of tracer fire and
fear, sunrise brings blessed
silence in Avdiivka. Soldiers
rest and reload.
There are small signs of hope in the
new normal here. Children still go to
school. Their parents replace broken
windows. A few even plant flowers.
In western Ukraine, Christian
refugees from the east work alongside their brethren. Together,
they have revitalized once-dying
Churches of Christ there. Here in
east Ukraine, Good Samaritans have
risen to help their neighbors, putting
into practice the words of the Bible
they have studied since their nation’s
independence 25 years ago.
In Donetsk, “Christians have
changed,” Arthur writes. “The
Scriptures sound different to us
now. We praise God for this. He has
allowed this to happen for a reason.
“He still reigns! He is still the
almighty El Shaddai and Jehovah
Jireh, the Lord who provides.”
JEFF ABRAMS, pulpit minister for the Tuscumbia
Church of Christ in Alabama, has made multiple trips
to eastern Ukraine to work with Churches of Christ
there. Contact him at jeffabrams@aol.com.
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A new generation serves souls in Sydney
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Near the landmark known as Mrs. Macquarie’s Chair — sandstone cut into the shape of a bench in 1810 in honor of Elizabeth Macquarie, wife of the governor of Australia’s New South Wales state — visitors gaze across the water to Sydney’s famous Opera House, the Harbour Bridge and Fort Denison, a former penal site and defense facility in Sydney Harbour.

B

SYDNEY, Australia
eneath the iconic, shell-shaped
domes of the Sydney Opera
House, Kyle Keesee lies on his
side — attempting to liberate a
wedding ring trapped underneath
the concrete steps.
Keesee and his wife, Carley,
live about 35 minutes away in the suburb of
Ambarvale, where they serve as missionary
apprentices with the SouthWest Church of
Christ. They’ve brought a visitor from the
U.S. to see the famous opera house and —
after fighting off seagulls intent on stealing
their fish and chips — spy a woman peering
under the steps as her toddler watches
from a stroller.
The woman and her husband, visitors
from London, attended a concert here last
week, she explains, and he dropped his ring
on the way out.
She’s found it, but she can’t reach it.
Luckily, the Keesees’ visitor, en route to
the airport, has a toiletries bag. (They’d
debated storing it in a locker as they toured
Sydney Harbour but decided it was too
expensive.)

SECOND-GENERATION MISSIONARIES

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Outside the Sydney Opera House, Kyle and Carley
Keesee construct a hook to retrieve a wedding ring.

So, after a bit of MacGyvering, Kyle
Keesee has a ring-catcher made of coffee
stirrers, sellotape (as the Brits call it), dental
floss and a metal hook.
Soon, he snags the ring. The woman from
London hugs the trio gleefully and goes on
her way.

Small, simple-but-meaningful acts are a big
part of the Keesees’ ministry. The couple,
married two years ago, serve as Helpers in
Missions, a program of the Memorial Road
Church of Christ in Oklahoma City.
Here, Kyle Keesee is still “Tony’s boy” to
several of the Australian church members.
His parents, Tony and Betty Keesee, were
part of a four-family mission team from the
U.S. that planted the SouthWest Church of
Christ in nearby Campbelltown in the 1980s.
Though his family returned to the U.S.
before he was born, Kyle Keesee grew up
celebrating Australia Day each Jan. 26, commemorating the 1788 arrival of the British
First Fleet in Sydney, and hearing stories
about his parents’ years down under.
Still, “I never really wanted to do church
work or mission work before I went to
Oklahoma Christian University,” Kyle
Keesee says.
Studying at the Oklahoma City university,
associated with Churches of Christ, he took
a Bible class with Kent Hartman, another
member of the Campbelltown team and
a missionary in residence at Oklahoma

Christian. At the end of his freshman year,
Kyle Keesee traveled with Hartman to
Australia on a campaign.
“After that, it was solidified,” Kyle Keesee
recalls. “I wanted to do mission work.”
Carley Keesee also is a missionary kid.
Her parents, Taylor and Connie Cave,
served on a church-planting team in Vitoria,
Brazil, in the 1990s.
In Ambarvale, they serve as apprentices
for Frank Cunningham, a man converted
through the work of the Campbelltown
team who now serves as minister for the
SouthWest church. Supporting congregations
in the U.S. — including the four Churches of
Christ that funded the Campbelltown team —
contribute to the Keesees’ work.
That work includes teaching and organizing activities for youths at the Southwest
church. The couple also helps with “brekkie
club” (as the Aussies call it) at a nearby
public school. Students who might not otherwise get a good breakfast before class enjoy
cereal, juice and toast with jam — plus a
touch of Vegemite spread. The Keesees use
the opportunity to get to know the students.
They also volunteer at an after-school

In Ambarvale, members of Churches of Christ in Sydney study the book of Acts on a Tuesday night.
program, helping children finish their
homework and make crafts.

‘WHO’S REALLY CHRISTIAN AROUND HERE?’

Kyle Keesee also leads occasional devotionals during Tuesday night gatherings
in Ambarvale attended by members of
the Southwest congregation and other

Churches of Christ, including Bankstown
and Wollongong. Recently, the missionary
apprentice talked about the conversion of
the Ethiopian eunuch, who learned the
Gospel through a believer named Philip in
Acts 8, and asked his fellow Christians to
share stories about the people who helped
lead them to faith. One by one, the believ-

ers recounted the simple acts that helped
them along the path to salvation.
Steve Keddie, the son of a Methodist
preacher, once wanted nothing to do with
religion, he said. He looked at the numerous
denominations in his community him and
asked, “Who’s really Christian around here?”
Then he met a young woman — who later
became his wife — and started visiting the
Church of Christ she attended. There he
encountered genuine souls and “lessons
straight from the Bible,” he said. He found
answers for long-held questions about faith,
and “stuff started falling into place.”
Ville Gil also felt that something was
missing in her faith. A native of the South
American nation of Colombia, she came
to Australia to escape the drug-related
violence that ravaged her homeland in the
1990s. Here she found friends among the
church members and was baptized.
A simple knock on the door helped bring
Binh Turner’s family to Christ. Born in
Vietnam, her father fled the communist
nation on a boat that was later robbed by
pirates and left adrift.
CONTINUED
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There’s something
for everyone

Study Abroad

On a list of 115 majors, 29 social clubs and 129 organizations, you
can find a path at Harding University that best fits your hopes and
goals for the future. Each year, more than 6,000 people from all
backgrounds and areas of interest pursue opportunities based
on personality and passion. Broaden your worldview, and study
abroad at one of our seven international programs across the globe.
Embrace intercollegiate competition with University sports teams
or intramural athletics. Create meaningful, spiritual connections with
students and faculty in the classroom, and develop your faith further
with service and mission opportunities. From biology to business
and music to mathematics, Harding will help you discover the path
to a bright future.

A COMMUNITY OF MISSION
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Helpers in Missions Carley and Kyle Keesee make friends with a gathering of
Australia’s indigenous sulphur-crested cockatoos in a park near Sydney Harbor.

seemed almost too simple, he
CONTINUED
The Malaysian coast guard rescued recalled, but as he studied, he realhim, and the Australian government
ized “it was that simple.”
gave him refugee status. Church of
He was baptized in 1982 and
Christ members met him on a doorworships with the SouthWest
knocking campaign and later helped
Church of Christ. He attributes his
him secure permission to bring his
faith to “a range of people that were
wife and children to Australia, said
genuine individuals.”
Turner, who came here
Three decades after
when we she was 8.
Kyle Keesee’s parents
She grew up in the
helped plant a church
church — among
here, Australia is “pretty
believers who lived by
post-Christian,” the
the mantra, “We love
missionary says. Many
you, wherever you’re
Australians believe
from,” she said. She
“you don’t need reliwas baptized in 1988.
gion, or you don’t need
Bob Hudson, born
Christianity.”
in Indonesia to Dutch See more stories from Churches
But among Australia’s
parents, was serving
of Christ in Asia and the South Pacific 23 million souls are
in Australia’s air force at www.christianchronicle.org.
strong faith traditions,
when he first met
he adds, including
members of the Church of Christ.
Catholicism, a burgeoning movement
They invited him to a barbecue.
of emerging churches and charis“When I was there, I was wary,” he
matic groups such as Hillsong.
recalled, “but after a very short time,
“A lot of people are still seeking,”
you felt as though you could leave
he says. “There’s a void that only
your wallet on the table and it would
can be filled with Jesus Christ.”
still be there when you go.
Filling that void, as his fellow
“So these were trustworthy people,
Christians attest, can begin with
and I thought, well, that was a start.”
something as simple as a slice
He began studying the Bible with
of toast with Vegemite — or as
church members — and read the
complex as a chain of coffee stirrers
New Testament “from one end to
and dental floss, used to retrieve
the other,” he said. The Gospel
something precious.

people
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MARK CUNNINGHAM, DETROIT TIGERS

Frank Cunningham, far right, stands with members of the Southwest Church of Christ in Ambarvale, Australia. The congregation used to meet in nearby Campbelltown.

From Ireland to Australia and back again
‘god has taken me on a journey’ of faith, trials and reconnection, says minister Frank Cunningham
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

rank Cunningham took his mother’s ashes to her home in Ireland
— to a house he’d never seen,
part of a life he never knew.
“And, funnily enough, mum’s
village is called Cill Chríost in Gaelic,”
he said, “which, when translated to
English, means “church of Christ.”
It seemed a fitting, full-circle
moment for Cunningham, minister
for the SouthWest
Church of Christ in
the Sydney suburb of
Ambarvale, Australia.
Cunningham, who
has ministered for the
small congregation for
17 years, had a rocky
relationship with his
Cunningham
mother. Unmarried
and cast out by her family, she gave
birth to him in England and, when he
was 4, ran out of people to watch him
as she worked. She placed him in a
boy’s home where “bed-wetters, of
which I was one, were made to stand
on their chairs at breakfast time while
others ate,” he said.
He soon moved to another home
that was better, he said. His mother
visited and took him to a Catholic
church on Sundays. When he was
about 11 years old, however, she told
him she was moving to Australia.
“I gave God a challenge,” he
recalled. “Stop my mum from going
to Australia, or I wouldn’t believe in

him anymore, as he obviously didn’t
care about me.”
But she left anyway.

‘NOT WEIRD OR STRANGE AFTER ALL’

His caretakers mandated that
he go to church on Sundays, but
Cunningham hid in the bathroom
instead. At 17 he left the boys’ home
and got a job. He spent his spare time
drinking away most of what he was
paid. He met his future wife in a pub.
Together, they immigrated to Australia.
After their first daughter was
born, Cunningham decided to
clean up his life. His wife struggled,
but after the birth of their second
daughter she entered rehab —
and learned of a higher power. She
wanted to know more about God.
Cunningham took the family to
Catholic mass, but his wife wasn’t
impressed. In 1985, she joined a
neighborhood community center
group and met Sheila Hartman, an
American missionary on a team that
had planted the SouthWest Church of
Christ, then in nearby Campbelltown.
For a while, Cunningham went
to mass and picked up his family
afterward at the Church of Christ.
Church members kept inviting him
to activities. He politely declined.
“Eventually, though, I did attend
an activity, roller skating,” he said,
“and found that these a cappellasinging church people were not
weird or strange after all.” In 1987,
Cunningham was baptized.

‘LIFE WAS A MESS’

Soon, however, the new convert
and his wife drifted away from
church. Difficulties followed disappointments. In 1991, after 28 years
of separation, Cunningham found
his mother in Sydney. He yearned
to know more about his family and
share with her his faith, but she
refused to talk about either. Two
years later, “my marriage collapsed,
and life was a mess,” he said. “I
remember standing in the middle of
my lounge room alone, screaming
“WHY?” at the top of my voice.”
He decided to return to church.
In 1996, he met missionary Kent
Hartman for a meal at a local Pizza
Hut. Cunningham shared that,
though he was glad to be back
in church, he felt that he wasn’t
growing spiritually. Kent Hartman
encouraged him to become more
active in church. Maybe he could
even lead a Bible class.
Though shy, Cunningham did
exactly that — and in the years
that followed his faith grew alongside his involvement. In 1999, he
resigned from his job and began
working full time for the church as
the members of the church-planting
team returned to the U.S.

‘HE KNOWS THE HARDSHIPS’

In addition to preaching for
the Southwest Church of Christ,
now meeting near Campbelltown
in Ambarvale, Cunningham has

organized a retreat for young adults
from across the continent for about
15 years, Kent Hartman said.
His wife, Nancy Hartman, added,
“Frank is loved and respected
by Christians all over Australia.
He is also loved and respected in
the Campbelltown community as
someone who cares about those
who are underserved.”
Kyle Keesee, the son of a member
of the Campbelltown team, and
his wife, Carley, recently began
working as missionary apprentices
for the Southwest church under
Cunningham’s supervision.
“You can tell he really loves all the
people here,” Kyle Keesee said of his
mentor. “Most of the Christians at
Southwest are first-generation. Frank
is able to relate to people well because
he knows what it’s like to want nothing
to do with God or church. He knows
the hardships life can give you.”
In recent years, Cunningham has
made return visits to Ireland — after
taking his mother’s ashes home in
2012. He’s come to realize that she
loved him and did her best to care
for him, he said. He’s also connected
with long-lost members of his family.
“God has taken me on a journey,”
he said, “and I’m a better man for it.
Back in 1962 I turned from him as
a boy, found him for a while, let go
of him again until, in 1996, I learned
that I needed to tell God, ‘OK, God,
you know what’s best for me. Tell me
what you want. I’m finally listening.’”
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LEAVE A LEGACY OF

HOPE

For young people in Ghana, a college education can
provide a lifetime of hope. But for many, college is out
of reach without a scholarship.

From now until December 31, 2016 every gift
given toward a scholarship – up to $50,000 –

will be DOUBLED.
Every $1 becomes $2, and every cent
will bring hope to a student in need.
At Heritage Christian College, a $5,000 scholarship covers the
cost of: ·Tuition ·Housing ·Food ·All e-books for the year
·And, it provides a laptop for use on HCC’s
all-electronic campus.

Most importantly, it helps prepare the
next generation of church leaders in Africa.
Your year-end gift will go twice as far in helping equip Africa’s
youth to lead and serve in the Kingdom. This year, give a
student in Ghana the gift of a future in Him.

Together, we can leave a legacy of hope.
For more information, contact

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE GHANA
Heritage Christian College Foundation, USA

972.931.5042  info@hccf-usa.org

www.hccf-usa.org  www.hcuc.edu.gh
HCC-Ghana is an internationally accredited institute of higher education
offering degrees in Business, IT, and Bible. It is not affiliated with
Heritage Christian University of Florence, AL.
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Christian realizes dream,
produces a cappella musical
and the other cast members.
For Wiles, the experience
keletons burst onto stage in
was life-changing. As rehearsals
the middle of a dinner party,
began, he quickly realized that
forcing one woman to face
the Christians he was performing
her struggles in front of
alongside weren’t “run of the mill
friends and family.
people,” he said.
That’s the idea behind the a cap“This was a family — a family that
pella musical, “Skeletons in the
was openhearted and cared about
Closet,” which recently debuted in
the soul of individuals,” said Wiles,
a Renton, Wash.,
who soon decided
theater to a packed
to be baptized.
house of more than
The musical was
300 people.
“one of my bucket
“God was truly
list items,” said
in the theater that
Craft, who also
night,” said Sandra
played the lead
Craft, a member of
role. She wrote
the Springbrook
many of the songs
Church of Christ
along with cast
in Renton who
members Katie
wrote and proPeterson and
Bill Butler Richmond Hurd.
duced the show.
The story takes Skeletons in the Closet: See our video feature on On the night
place at a dinner
the performance at www.christianchronicle.org. of the debut, “I
party after a gospel
peeked from
meeting. As the Christians dine,
backstage at the crowd as they were
actors dressed as skeletons emerge
coming in, and I was amazed by the
and confront the hostess with the
number of people,” Craft said. “The
struggles she’s been hiding. The
audience was engaged, laughing at
storyline, Craft said, was inspired by times and completely silent during
what she has witnessed — in church the dramatic parts.”
pews and in her own life.
Craft hopes that the musical minis“We go to church every week with tered as it entertained.
people who are really struggling,”
“I just want to help people,” she
Craft said. “We need to be more cog- said, “because I know the help I’ve
nizant of that and be more helpful to received. I’ve always just wanted to
people.”
give back to people.”
Peggy Oliver, who attended the
Instead of charging admission,
musical, described it as “a clever, yet attendees contributed non-perthought-provoking, balance of comishable food items for Northwest
edy with challenging and encouragHarvest, a local food bank. Church
ing biblical solutions.”
members collected more than 1,700
“This mostly winning concept,
items, Craft said.
anchored by the hilarious yet onThe musical is one outreach of Son
point delivery from the skeletons
Risen Ministries, a church group
themselves, still brings home the
that seeks to evangelize through
ultimate message of hope and forthe arts, Craft said. The True Vine
giveness for the body of Christ and
Singers, an a cappella group, is
non-believers to ponder,” Oliver said. another part of the ministry.
The cast spent months preparing
The Springbrook congregafor the debut. Ty Wiles, a member
tion helped finance the musical.
of the chorus and background actor Excitement about the performance
in the musical, said he was unsure
prompted the nearby Bellevue
about the singing at first but
Church of Christ in Washington to
quickly fell in love with the theme
host a second performance.
BY CHELLIE ISON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE
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ALAN PHILLIPS

Stafford North, center, recognizes
Marvin and Dot Phillips at Oklahoma
Christian University’s Lectureship.

HONORED: Lewis Hale, Robert
Oglesby and Marvin Phillips, with
the Christian Service Award from
Oklahoma Christian University,
recognizing more than 50 years
of full-time ministry work by each.
Stan Granberg, executive director of
Kairos church-planting ministry, as
Outstanding Alumnus for Harding
University College of Bible and
Ministry in Searcy, Ark. Billie Silvey,
member of the Culver Palms Church
of Christ in Los Angeles, with an
archive of her writing at Abilene
Christian University’s library in Texas.
RECOGNIZED: Harding University’s
2015 Petit Jean yearbook, with
a Pacemaker Award, the highest
honor given by the Associated
Collegiate Press. Faulkner University
in Montgomery, Ala., with the 2017
Military Friendly School designation
by Victory Media.
NEW MINISTERS: Kenneth
(Kenny) Wayne Wright Jr., minister
for the New Iberia Church of
Christ in Louisiana. He succeeds
his father, Kenneth (Ken) Wayne
Wright Sr., who served the congregation for 17 years. Tim Burroughs,
minister for the Calhoun Church of
Christ in Georgia.

College in 1970 and moved to Alaska
in 1972 where she lived in Fairbanks
for two years, working for the radio
station, KIAK. In 1974, Janice moved
to Kenai working for
KSRM until 1976.
After leaving KSRM
she started working
for Kenai Peninsula
College where she
taught English for 52
semesters. She was
a current member of
the Kenai Fellowship,
a Church of Christ. Janice participated
in the production of The Music Man,
playing Alma Hicks at Pier One Theater.
She loved gardening and traveling.
The family wrote, “Janice loved
and served her family, friends, and the
Lord of her life, Jesus Christ. She and
her husband, Allen, were married for
42 years. She had a beautiful soprano
voice and sang in the worship team at
Kenai Fellowship from the early 1990’s
until June of 2016. From the time
she was 14 years old until this year,
Janice taught Sunday school classes.
Her love for teaching was also evident
in her many years of service teaching
English at Kenai Peninsula College.
Janice was effervescent in her enjoyment of life. She took great pleasure in
sunshine, flowers, her cat Miss Calli,
Art and Laquita Searles
Memorials
and spending time with her cherished
three grandchildren. Janice deeply
60 years
valued her friends and wanted things
Janice Marie Houtz
On Oct. 13, Art and Laquita Searles
to be cheerful and honest. One of her
celebrated their 60th wedding annimemorable saying was, “Don’t think
1945-2016
versary by
dismal. Think Disney!”
renewing
She was preceded in death by her
their vows.
Longtime Kenai, Alaska, resident,
parents, Bill and Lucille McIntosh.
They were
Mrs. Janice Marie (McIntosh) Houtz, 69, She is survived by her husband, Allen
married at
died Wednesday, Aug. 31, 2016, at her
Houtz of Kenai, Alaska; son, Micah
the Church
home in Kenai with her husband by her Houtz and family of Epping, N.H.;
of Christ on
side after a long struggle against cancer. brothers: Larry McIntosh of Chicago,
Chestnut in
A celebration of her life was held
Ill., Gordon McIntosh of Metropolis,
Kingman,
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2016, at the Kenai Ill., Don McIntosh of Metropolis, Ill.
Ariz., which is now the Desert Church Fellowship Church. Minister Rick
and Bill McIntosh of Bland, Mo.
of Christ on Gordon Drive.
Cupp officiated. A reception followed
In lieu of flowers, please make any
Leo Woodman, minister, was the
the services.
donations to the Kenai Fellowship
speaker and emcee for the program. Bill
Jancie was born Sept. 21, 1945, in St. Building Fund – P.O. Box 538 – Kenai,
McCall sang the same two songs that
Louis, Mo. She graduated from Harding AK 99611.
he sang at the wedding. Tommy Hafley
was Art’s best man, Rose McMichael
101st: LaRue Ashley, Frankston,
Cobb was Laquita’s maid of honor and
Texas. 98th: Dina Mitchell, Frankston. Doyle Sumner was the usher. All of the
96th: Geneva Marshall McWhorter, wedding party was there, along with 85
Whichita Falls, Texas. 95th: Billie M. other family members and good friends
Brister, Phoenix, Ariz. 90th: Herbert to help them celebrate.
Riley, Frankston.
Bill led the group in “Bless Be the
Tie That Binds,” and Doyle Sumner
gave a prayer. The group enjoyed a
Anniversaries
Mexican lunch cooked by Laquita.
Art and Laquita have four children:
Darrell and Beverly
Daniel Searles of Corpus Christi,
Moody, 65 years
Texas; Randall Searles of Phoenix;
Yavonda Russell of Dewey, Ariz.; and
Roger Searles of Kingman. They have
13 grandchildren, 17 great grandchildren and two great-great-grandchildren.
Art was stationed in five areas of
Arizona during his 20 years with the
Arizona Highway Patrol. After his retirement, he was a juvenile officer in Page,
Ariz. He also volunteered as an Arizona
game and fish officer and a Page police
officer. He owned his own Locksmith
Darrell and Beverly will celebrate
Mobile Shop in Page. For 17 years
65 years of marriage on Dec. 22, 2016. they were caretakers at Copper Basin
They presently live in a retirement
Bible Camp in Prescott, Ariz., and then
village in Lubbock, Texas, where they returned back to Kingman 10 years ago.
moved from Abilene, Texas, in July,
Congratulations, Art and Laquita!
2016. They now worship with the
Green Lawn Church of Christ.
55th: Don and Karen Canter, Tyler,
Texas.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Kenny Wright Jr., left, follows his
father, Ken Wright Sr., as minister for
the New Iberia Church of Christ.
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Milestones
Buford Dwayne Hollis
1937 — 2016
Buford Dwayne Hollis was born
on Aug. 5, 1937, to Oran and
Ruth Hollis in Wayne,
Okla. He grew up in
Oklahoma, California,
and West Texas. He met
his wife, Sue, while
working for the General
Telephone Company in
Hobbs, N.M. Dwayne
and Sue lived in many
places throughout
their marriage. They
lived together in Allen,
Texas, for five years
until he passed peacefully on Oct.
25, 2016.
Dwayne is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Sue; his sisters:
Gail Wilks of Tyler, Texas, and
Kay Hilje of Cotulla, Texas; his
four children: Victoria Boykin
(husband Leroy) of Albuquerque,
N.M.; Susan Hall (husband
Keith) of Bartlesville, Okla.;
Barry Hollis (wife Chris Henry)
of Santa Barbara, Calif., and
Virginia Carter (husband Chuck)

(continued from page 21)

of Frisco, Texas; his seven
grandchildren: Jennifer Marquez,
Joshua and Kristin Hall, Chas
and Erika Carter, Dain Hollis and
Pearl Henry; two great-grandchildren: Trinity and Genesis
Marquez.
Dwayne worked for
the General Telephone
Company for several years
until he answered the call
of full-time ministry. He
attended the Sunset School
of Preaching in Lubbock,
Texas. At Sunset, Dwayne
and Sue accepted an
opportunity to serve as
missionaries in Norway.
They packed up their four children
and spent five years in Norway.
Once they returned to the States,
Dwayne continued ministering by
preaching and teaching in Odessa,
Texas, Albuquerque, N.M., Mesa,
Arizona and Houston, Texas.
Many people share with us their
fond memories of Dwayne and his
exceptional preaching and Bible
teaching.
Dwayne loved to work with
his hands and fix things. He

always kept a workshop full of
tools in his garage and enjoyed
working on projects ranging
from remodels to helping with
his grandkid’s school projects.
Dwayne had a passion for food
and sharing meals with his family
and friends. Along with Sue,
he loved to travel and see his
family—including the opportunity
to go back to Norway multiple
times. Dwayne also loved to play
cards and games (especially when
accompanied by a sweet treat).
Dwayne was a well-respected
man and a fervent student of the
Bible. He loved his wife, his
family, the Church, and the Lord.
He will be greatly missed.

Memorials
Memorial/Honor Gifts
The Christian Chronicle appreciates and acknowledges generous
gifts received in memory of
R. Vernon Boyd, Anne Chow,
Janice Houtz, Katie Smith, Karen
Tryggestad, and in honor of Bobby
Ross, Jr.

Want To Advertise in The Christian Chronicle?
Deadline for the next two issues:

Dec. 2 and Jan. 13

Contact Tonya Patton at: tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org

Pulpit Minister
The Alexander City Church of Christ
is looking for an experienced Pulpit
Minister to partner with our eldership
to spread the Gospel in our congregation
and community. A degree in Bible is
preferred but not required. We are an
a cappella congregation of 135
members with a desire to grow
spiritually and in number.
945 Tallapoosa St, Alexander City, AL 35010
Ray Kelly, elder, (256) 496-4398 or
Allen Baker, elder, (256) 750-1861
raykelly1@charter.net

Full-Time
Youth and Family Minister
Netherwood Park Church of Christ,
located in Albuquerque, N.M., is seeking
a full-time youth and family minister to
lead a youth group of 30-40 teens.
If you are interested, please email your
resume to Chase Moss:

chasecmoss@gmail.com
Learn more about Netherwood at:

netherwoodpark.com

Minister Needed
Very small Church of Christ congregation in
rural southeastern Arizona needs a sound
Christian minister. We are looking for someone
to direct morning and evening Sunday services
and Wednesday night class and devotional.
Evangelism is urgently needed in this small
community. A small two-bedroom house is
available with free rent and utilities. We can
furnish an expense supplement to your other
income, retirement, etc.

geri46adams@gmail.com
Duncan Church of Christ
PO Box 125
Duncan, AZ 85534
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Nov. 24-26 Christian Acapella
Music Awards and Live Inspirational
Stage Play “For Crying Out Loud.”
Orlando, Fla., (904) 207-1278, roxyhall
@vanguardsolutionsconsulting.com,
www.nacama.com.
Nov. 29 Giving Tuesday. www.
givingtuesday.org.
Nov. 29 Lighting of the Commons.
Oklahoma Christian University,
Oklahoma City. www.oc.edu/events/
lighting-of-the-commons.
Dec. 2 52nd Annual Benefit Dinner
featuring guest speaker Peyton
Manning. Freed-Hardeman University,
Henderson, Tenn. (731) 989-6019,
dclouse@fhu.edu.
Dec. 5 Sunset International Solar
Event. (800) 658-9553, www. sibi.cc/
solar.
Dec. 12 The Holiday Luncheon
and Toy Drive. Capstone Treatment
Center, Madison, Miss. (866) 729-4479,
info@capstonetreatmentcenter.com.
Jan. 13-14 Medical Missions
Seminar, International Health Care
Foundation. Fort Worth, Texas. (501)
268-9511, www.ihcf.net.
Jan. 18-21 Sunset Vision Workshop.
Sunset International Bible Institute,
Lubbock, Texas. (800) 658-9553,
www.sibi.cc/workshop.
Jan. 20-21 Church Involvement
Conference. Athens, Tenn.
(423) 920-3060, travisirwin@att.net.
Jan. 23 Jen Hatmaker. Oklahoma
Christian University. www.oc.edu/
events/box-office/jen-hatmaker.html.
Feb. 6 An Evening with David
Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons.
Oklahoma Christian University.
www.oc.edu/organizations/
intergenerational-faith-center.
Feb. 23-25 National Urban Ministry
Conference. Raleigh, N.C.
nationalurbanministryassociation.org.
Feb. 24-25 WINGS 2017
Conference. Harding University.
Searcy, Ark. www.harding.edu/events/
wings.
Apr. 29-30 Jackson Street Church
of Christ Homecoming. Alexandria,
La. Ed Denney, (318) 442-3785.
June 2-8 Churches of Christ
National Lectureship. Atlanta (770)
599-7430, questions@cocnl.com,
www.cocnl.com.
Sept. 21-23 Senior Seminar.
National Association of Celebrated
Seniors. St. Louis, Mo. nacs2017@
yahoo.com.
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org
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PARTNERS

Oklahoma Christian sets an enrollment
record; figures on the rise elsewhere, too

E

nrollment hit 2,600 students
at Oklahoma Christian
University this fall, setting a
new record for the Christian
university in Oklahoma City.
Oklahoma Christian also surpassed last year’s record for graduate enrollment, as 600 students
pursue master’s degrees.
The total number marks Oklahoma
Christian’s fifth straight year of
record enrollment and represents a
slight increase over last year’s 2,587.
“With our commitment to affordability and the addition of even more
first-class academic programs to
serve students, Oklahoma Christian
has become a destination point for
students and families seeking an
unmatched educational experience,”
President John deSteiguer said.
At Abilene Christian University,
President Phil Schubert reports
4,910 students enrolled this semester,
up from 4,544 a year ago. The total
includes a school-record of more than
1,700 new students on campus and in
online graduate programs.
“These statistics underscore the
impressive ways in which Abilene
Christian’s influence is widening
around the globe,” Schubert said.
Total headcount at Ohio Valley
University in Vienna, W.Va., hit
550 — a 22 percent increase over

last year’s 451 and a third straight
annual increase, President Harold
Shank said.
“We have been blessed with
growth and a dynamic model that is
keeping us on a sustainable and strategic path to success,” Shank said.
Fall enrollments at other Christian
universities that provided figures:
• Crowley’s Ridge College,
Paragould, Ark.: 230, up from 227.
• Freed-Hardeman University,
Henderson, Tenn.: 1,906, up 4.3
percent. This number includes
undergraduates and graduates
on the Henderson, Memphis and
Dickson campuses.
• Harding University, Searcy,
Ark.: 5,904, down from 6,033.
Enrollment of full-time students and
first-time freshmen both increased.
• Heritage Christian University,
Florence, Ala.: 95, down from 107.
• Lipscomb University,
Nashville, Tenn.: 4,572, down from
last year’s record of 4,686.
• Lubbock Christian University,
Texas: 1,912, down from 1,958.
Freshman enrollment jumped 16
percent.
• York College, Nebraska: 400,
down from 413. York does not count
online students in its figures.
Numbers from some universities
were not available by press time.
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Northeast Mission Field In Need
CHAMBERSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST is
seeking a congregation willing to send a
missionary to south central Pennsylvania.
A small, aging church needs revitalizing
in a growing community.
Need a self-supported minister/evangelist
with applicable experience.
Chambersburg Church of Christ
PO Box 221, Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 261-0835 (leave message)
e-mail: cofc@innernet.net
or call Charles Lackey (717) 263-3662
www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds

Full-Time Family Minister

The Westview Church of Christ
in Greeley, Col., is seeking to hire a
full-time family minister. This is a
new position for our congregation.
Our new family minister will be able
to shape and form a new ministry
through this congregation. For
details, descriptions, and contact
information, please contact:

Terry Newton
wvcocfmsearch@gmail.com

Pulpit Minister
Church of Christ in Harvey, Il.,

south of Chicago, is seeking a Pulpit
Minister with a solid knowledge of God’s
Word. We are seeking someone who is
committed to building and strengthening
the congregation and willing to work
with all age groups and the community.
We have three elders and three deacons.
Please submit cover letter and resume,
with a sermon CD or video link to:

harveychofchrist@att.net
For questions, please call:
(708) 596-0698
Full-Time Minister

Exchange Street Church of Christ seeks full-time
minister to begin Jan. 1, 2017. Looking for a mature,
pulpit minister with a passion for the lost, minimum
of five years experience, and a degree in Bible and
related studies. Prefer a family man. Please send
resume with letter describing your philosophy of
ministry and salary expectations, three letters of
reference, and a sermon CD or video link to:
Exchange Street Church of Christ
Attn: Minister Search Committee
PO Box 635, Union City, TN 38281 or
mail@exchangest.org (subj: Minister Search)
For more details, call (731) 885-1507
www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds

®

Sunset International Bible Institute
seeks successor to longtime president
LUBBOCK, Texas — Sunset International
Bible Institute is searching for a
successor to its longtime president,
Truitt Adair.
Adair has requested to relinquish
his chief executive role at the beginning of the 2018 academic year. At
that time, he will begin serving in a
new role as chancellor.
“Truitt has been a visionary leader
for Sunset, having led the institute
through an incredible period of
growth over the past two decades,”
said Bob Crockett, chairman of
Sunset’s board. “The timing of this
leadership transition is his idea, and
it gives us opportunity to engage in a

steady and thoughtful search process
over the next two years.”
Adair said: “I love Sunset, and I
am not planning to
go anywhere. At this
time of stability and
healthy ministry,
I want to help the
next president enjoy
the same supportive
mentoring which
I received when
Adair
founding president,
Cline Paden, passed the baton of
leadership to me in 1993.”
MORE DETAILS: www.sibi.cc/presidentialsearch

Eleven volumes with over 1350 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com
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Dean of Faulkner Law
Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law is
a distinguished institution with a rich heritage. Founded in
1928, Jones School of Law made legal education available in
Alabama’s capital city to generations of otherwise excluded
students. Alumni are now distinguished jurists, legislators,
district attorneys, public servants, advocates, counselors, and
business leaders.
In 1983, Faulkner University became home to Jones School
of Law. Faulkner announced a bold vision for the law school’s
future. With generous support from law school alumni
and friends, Faulkner built a permanent home for the
law school on its Montgomery campus. In 2006, Faulkner
obtained provisional accreditation from the ABA with full
accreditation following in 2009.
With ABA accreditation, Jones Law School was introduced to
a national market as Faulkner Law. Faulkner Law’s advocacy
programs, legal clinics, faculty, and student organizations are
now nationally recognized and award winning. Faulkner Law
is known for its
commitment to
allowing each
student to learn
law and seek
justice.

Faulkner University’s Thomas Goode Jones School of Law (JSL) is
seeking a qualified candidate to serve as Dean. This position serves
as chief academic and administrative officer of JSL. The individual
selected will report directly to the University President and be
responsible for planning, directing, organizing, and monitoring proper
operation of the school. The position will begin Summer of 2017.
Additional details regarding this position, including application
requirements, are available on Faulkner’s website at www.faulkner.edu.

Faulkner University | 5345 Atlanta Hwy | Montgomery, AL 36109
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WINNING: Football team makes the university better, president says
FROM PAGE 3

Faith and football are staples for
Huckeba, the 12th head football
coach in the history of Harding’s
football program and the fifth since
the university restarted football in
1959. From 1973-76, Huckeba was
a standout offensive lineman for
Harding.
After earning a bachelor’s in education, he began his coaching career
as an assistant at Carlisle High
School in Arkansas. He then moved
to Fort Worth Christian School in
Texas where he served as an assistant under Randy Tribble.
At Harding, Huckeba served as
an assistant coach for 21 seasons,
including 13 as defensive coordinator
before then-president David Burks
named him head coach.
Burks, now the university’s chancellor, said that his greatest satisfaction with the team “is the fact that
they represent Harding in a beautiful
way in terms of our mission and our
spiritual values.”
Hucekba “has developed a model
football program in my opinion for
the nation,” Burks said.

ON THE GRIDIRON, IN THE CLASSROOM

The Bisons’ undefeated season
hasn’t come at the expense of
academics, discipline or spirituality,
Huckeba and his coaching staff insist.
Paul Simmons, assistant head football coach and defensive coordinator,
said the program has
“taken more serious
steps this year than in
any year in the past”
to ensure that players
stay focused on their
duties as students at a
Christian university.
There is a zeroSimmons
tolerance policy for
freshmen on the team — and for any
players with a grade point average
of 2.5 or below — for missing class,
Simmons said.
“Even if a teacher allows three
skips, if a young man misses a class,
we get together at 5 in the morning
and they run five miles,” he said.
“If they come here and they kill it
on the football field but they leave
without a degree, then they failed,
we failed and they missed the boat.”

Paul Simmons, assistant head coach and defensive coordinator, will take on the role of head coach for Harding in 2017.
That level of discipline produces
results — on and off the gridiron,
said Bruce McLarty, the university’s
current president.
“For the sake of Coach Huckeba,
the fans and the
players, I am thrilled
that we are having an
undefeated season to
this point,” McLarty
said. “However,
the thing that gives
me the greatest joy
concerning this team Roberson
is that they are truly
students of Harding University.
“How many schools can say that
the football team makes them
better? I believe that at Harding,
we can. They don’t present us with
significant discipline problems, and
they (don’t) ask for special favors or
concessions academically. That gives
me a tremendous amount of pride in
our football team.
“That they are currently undefeated is simply icing on the cake.”

BEYOND THE STATS, CHARACTER

Jeff Montgomery

Britt added, “For me, he embodies
Huckeba’s ability to recruit speed
everything that we preach.”
and athleticism and build depth in
Huckeba will step down following
the program has resulted in wins,
the 2016 campaign and begin work
said former players
with the Harding
Romas Roberson
advancement
and Davonte Britt,
team. At 61,
now graduate
he plans on
assistants for the
spending more
team. For example,
time with his
the offense has
wife, children
churned out 6.2
and grandchilyards per rushing
dren.
attempt this season Spirituality in Sports: See videos of Charles
After 50 years
and averaged just
in
football and 31
Babb’s interviews with Harding University football
shy of 400 yards
as a coach, he has
coaches at spiritualityinsports.com.
per game on the
a sense of peace
ground with 49 touchdowns rushing. with what he has accomplished in
At the core of the statistics,
football and is ready for a new chalhowever, is Huckeba’s character, the lenge, he said.
graduate assistants said.
Simmons, meanwhile, will take
“He doesn’t just say, ‘Honor God.’
over as head coach in 2017.
He lives it,” Roberson said. “He
“We could not go out and find
honors his wife, grandkids, coaches
anyone in the country that would
— he honors everyone he comes in
be a better leader for this program,”
contact with. That means so much to Huckeba said. “That makes my decius, both the staff and the players.”
sion that much easier.”
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editorial

The politics
of Jesus Christ

P

roclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord and
Savior carries “profound political
implications.”
So stressed minister Jeremie Beller
as he shared communion thoughts with
the Wilshire Church of Christ in Oklahoma
City before the Nov. 8 general election.
To which we say: Amen!
But let’s be clear: Beller wasn’t characterizing Jesus as a Republican or a Democratic.
His kingdom is so much bigger than that,
as the ministers and church leaders quoted
in our Page 3 news story this month (“A
holy cure for ‘post-election stress disorder’”)
rightly emphasize.
Beller’s profound reflections while
presiding at the Lord’s table resonate with us:
Herod understood the political implications; that’s why Jesus’ birth announcement
was met by death squad — killing innocent
children in Bethlehem.
Jewish political leaders understood the
political implications. Seeing Jesus as a
threat to the establishment, they did everything they could to get rid of him.
Pontius Pilate understood it. Wanting to
protect his own position, he caved to Jewish
pressure and ordered the death of Jesus.
Even the cross itself carried political implications. Roman crucifixion was reserved for
anyone who threatened Roman power and rule.
The Romans could care less that Jesus claimed
to be the Jewish messiah, but if he claimed to be
king, then something had to be done.
To confess that Jesus is Lord is to confess
that no one else is: not Herod, not Pilate, not
Caesar and not whoever wins (the U.S. election). It is a confession that our citizenship
is in heaven. And his kingdom is unlike any
kingdom before or after it.
It is a Kingdom defined by tearing down
walls, not building them.
A Kingdom where access to power is not
bought and sold but freely given.
A Kingdom that doesn’t exploit women, children and minorities for votes — but welcomes
them and is even defined by childlike qualities.
It is a Kingdom ruled not “by the aggressive
use of force” but by the amazing gift of grace.
To which we say, once again: Amen! May
we all strive to embrace the politics of Jesus.
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‘I don’t want sports to be an idol in my life’
He was named the MVP of the 2016 World Series. Chicago’s Ben Zobrist gave
the Cubs the lead in the 10th inning in the series’ tumultuous Game 7. It
could be “one of the biggest hits in baseball history,” CBS Sports reports.
According to The Christian Examiner, Zobrist is “one of the more outspoken
Christians in professional sports.” A World Series winner last year with the
Kansas City Royals, he has cited a desire to be “a missionary in the big leagues.”
He spoke about that faith during a chapel service on the campus of
Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn., in February 2013.
Zobrist said he played numerous sports in high school. While he came
to believe in Christ when he was younger, he admitted to students that
during high school he allowed sports to become an idol in his life.
“I was so engrossed in my sport I wasn’t thinking about the future from
God’s standpoint. I was thinking about just my sporting future,” Zobrist said.
But he realized he needed a change, and with the help of godly mentors he
worked to put God first. “I hit my knees and I went to him with that, and I said
‘God, I want to do what you want. I don’t want sports to be an idol in my life.’”
SEE A VIDEO of Ben Zobrist’s testimony at www.christianchronicle.org.

WWW.PIXABAY.COM

Serving under the influence
people do things they would not do while sober.
What influences us? As Christians, we are not
immune to the influences of the world.
1 Corinthians 15:33 reads, “Do not be deceived;
‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’” Just as those
ot much good happens after the sun goes
who drink alcohol lose the ability to see the negadown. That’s my experience after spending
tive influence it has on them, Christians can fail
nearly half of my career as a police
to see the negative effects of worldly influIn the Word ences — greed, jealousy, pride.
officer working the night shift.
As part of my job, I have arrested hundreds
Have we developed a tolerance to these
of people for driving under the influence of
sinful influences? We must stay focused on
alcohol. Each had two things in common:
God’s Word and allow it — not the world
• They had willingly participated in an
— to influence our behavior. “Blessed is
activity that they knew would negatively
the man who walks not in the counsel of the
affect their ability to think, speak and control
ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor
their own body.
sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight
• They lacked awareness of the degree to
is in the law of the Lord, and in his law he
which alcohol influenced their behavior. I
meditates day and night.” (Psalm 1:1-2)
Sean Blair
routinely asked them if they felt the effects
God’s people should be constantly serving
of the drinks they consumed — and if they
under the influence of the Word of God. We
thought they were safe to drive. More often than
must spend time in the Word. We must test the
not, they replied that they felt little or no effects.
spirits, checking to make sure that what we hear
Only a few acknowledged they were aware of their
matches what we read. The Bible gives numerous
impairment.
warnings concerning false teachers and doctrine.
If you take a prescription medication, often your
Police officers use a simple test to determine
body has to develop a tolerance to the effects of
whether or not people are under the influence of
that medication. This also is true of alcohol. A
alcohol. How much more important is it that we test
person who consumes it on a regular basis has to
ourselves — to make sure that we are serving under
drink more to feel its effects.
the influence that God sets before us in his Word?
But the effects are there — even though an
intoxicated person may not realize it. Terms such
SEAN BLAIR has served as a police officer for 10 years in the Houston
as “liquid courage” and “beer goggles” were not
area. He is a deacon of the Katy Church of Christ in Texas, where he
created by accident. Under the influence of alcohol, worships with his wife and two daughters.

“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of God; because many false
prophets have gone out into the world.”
— Proverbs 18:24, New King James Version
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Peace after politics: Expert in conflict
resolution offers advice for believers

W

ith one of this country’s most angry of believers in Corinth — ministry that seeks
and contentious elections behind
to bring peace not only in the lives of people
us, what are we as Americans — or, as they are reconciled to God, but also as
more importantly, as Christians —
they seek to live in a reconciled community
to do next?
themselves. We are called to be
Views
The election and the two years
ambassadors, to take the message
before it confirmed stark differences
of God and his love and grace to
among the people who share this
humankind. Whether it is across
nation. We are in conflict over core
the racial lines in a city, between
values, social behavior, religious
people of radically different political
faith, political priorities and the type
views or even those with whom we
of country we would like to create.
worship but do not agree, each of
And we often are bold and offenus can be the instrument of God’s
sive in proclaiming those differences.
reconciliation.
So, what do we do? In my
L. Randolph Lowry
• Focus on the interests that
previous work in the field of conflict
we hold in common, not on the
resolution, I would often suggest, as many
issues that are divisive. Politics defines
others have, that peace is not the absence
issues over which we divide. Television talk
of conflict. Peace is the ability to deal
shows depend on this division, endlessly
with conflict efficiently, effectively and
debating issues and making no real attempt
respectfully.
to solve problems. Peacemakers look for
In essence, that statement makes two
common interests — motivations that drive
claims. First, conflict will always be with
all human beings. It is at the interest level
us, particularly in a multicultural society.
that we share far more than we might think.
People view life differently, define faith
This is where we are able to be supportive in
differently and embrace politics differently.
our journey together.
That was true in New Testament times, and
Beginning there creates a very different
it is true today.
conversation, one that has
Second, that statement
‘Peace comes from people a much greater chance to
suggests that peace
peace.
who are driven by respect achieve
comes from people who
As those in our church
are driven by respect for
for all individuals created fellowship know, the nameall individuals created
sake of my university, David
by God, no matter how Lipscomb, felt strongly and
by God, no matter how
different in perspective
emphatically that
different in perspective and wrote
and belief. This is what
Christians are of “another
being a peacemaker is all belief. This is what being a Kingdom.”
about.
From that vantage point,
peacemaker is all about.’ we do not despair when
With the context of that
statement, there are three
human politics is disappractical things Christians
pointing. We find our rightful
can do in this often-uncertain and alarming
place in this society and recommit ourselves
political climate.
to being Christian — in prayer, in ministry
• Pray for our newly elected leaders.
and in empathy — as we are called to be.
Just as Paul wrote to the young preacher
We find peace not in the absence of conflict
Timothy, “I urge then, first of all, that petibut in our respect of others and our work to
tions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving
serve them.
be made for all people — for kings and all
those in authority, that we may live peaceful
L. RANDOLPH LOWRY has served as president of Lipscomb
and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”
University in Nashville, Tenn., for 11 years. He has worked
(1 Timothy 2:1-2) Regardless of having won
nationally and internationally in the field of conflict resolution.
or lost politically, each one of us can pray for
After establishing an innovative program at Willamette
God’s blessings in the wisdom and work of
University School of Law in Salem, Ore., he founded the Straus
those elected to office.
Institute for Dispute Resolution at Pepperdine University School
• Engage in the “ministr y of reconciliof Law in Malibu, Calif., and Lipscomb University’s Institute for
ation” to which Paul called the community
Conflict Management.
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from our readers

On ‘pounding’ new ministers
We were the recipients of a “pounding” when we
moved to Spanish Fort, Ala. (See “Inside
Story,” Page 3, November.)
Our house was a rental until we could
determine where our permanent home
should be. Not only did the church members come bearing sacks of groceries
and strong backs to unload our truck,
but a few of the women had been there
all afternoon cleaning the bathrooms and
Susan Mellor
vacuuming the floors.
There was never a more welcome reception! For us, loving these folks got off to a quick start.
Susan Mellor and her husband, Dave, a longtime minister, worship with
the Central Church of Christ in Little Rock, Ark., and work for Health Talents
International, a medical mission to Guatemala supported by Churches of Christ.

‘I was just forwarding it’ is no excuse
Elise Miller, you are wise beyond your years and far
wiser than many adults. (See “We need dialogue — not
angry words on Facebook — in this age of tension,”
Page 29, November.)
I find it very troublesome that Christians are willing to
post or email some of the hate and lies that are out there.
In my mind, if you forward or post something you need
to validate it, or don’t post it at all. If Christians post this
stuff, how will anyone want to hear about Christ from
them? It seems our integrity has taken a back seat.
I pray that many will open their eyes to this sin — as
that’s what it is. It is spreading gossip, hearsay, lies, racism in some cases and hate. Comments such as “I was
just forwarding it, I didn’t read it,” are unacceptable. You
are responsible in God’s eyes.
Thank you for sharing your thoughts, and may we all
examine ourselves, repent and unify together to stand
against Satan and what he is doing in our body.
Mary Gauntt Lacey | Wichita, Kan.

Contribution is only a click away
Giving via electronic transfer moves this aspect of my
Christian walk out of the “Golden Hour” into the rest of
my life. (See “Giving from the heart — with a click or
tap,” Page 1, November.)
For me, that is a postive change. I am breaking with
the tradition of five-part “worship” and returning to a
Christ-centered life of worship.
C. David Buchanan | Owasso, Okla.

Feature on Navajo baptisms inspires
This is a very heart-warming story about a people
with a fire for the Lord. (See “Find water and room for
Navajo souls,” Page 26, October.)
They are now and forever in my prayers.
Colin Stratton | Clinton, Okla.
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History of Pepperdine is surprisingly honest

B

ack in 1985, Pepperdine
University’s annual report
stated, “Pepperdine is impossible to categorize. It is unlike
any other institution anywhere, and
it defies pigeonholing.”
In that spirit, David Baird, dean
emeritus of the Malibu, Calif., university’s Seaver College,
In Print
writes “Quest for
Distinction,” a
sweeping and meticulous history of
Pepperdine, from its
founding in 1937 to
the end of the 20th
century.
Copiously footBrian Simmons
noted, the book
divides Pepperdine’s
history into major time periods
and further divides each period
into easily digested segments of
the university’s story. Baird and
Pepperdine University Press should
be commended for relaying this
information in a detached, objective,
warts-and-all manner. The book also
offers positive events in Pepperdine’s
history with which the average
person might not be familiar.
Pepperdine was ahead of most
other colleges and universities in
Southern California when it came
to racial integration. Indeed, Baird
notes that black students were living
on campus by 1956. During the
1960s, Pepperdine enrolled more
black students than did any other
university associated with Churches
of Christ — even more than the

University of Southern California.
The book notes that, as far back
as 1949, students complained about
the high cost of tuition. The sections
describing the turbulent 1960s on
the Los Angeles campus are riveting.
Baird relates several notable —
but probably not widely known —
events from that period including
the shooting of a black teenager by
a white Pepperdine security officer,
students setting fire to academic buildings in protest of the dismissal of black
staffers and a student sit-in that drew
40 armed police officers to campus.
Though not explicitly identified,
there are several major strands
woven through the book. Perhaps
the most prominent is Pepperdine’s
Church of Christ roots and its relationship to the fellowship. Beginning
with George Pepperdine’s belief that
his newly founded college ought not
to be an extension of the church,
Baird deftly portrays more than 60
years of varying degrees of tension
between Pepperdine and Churches
of Christ.
Baird documents how, in the 1930s
through the 1950s, Pepperdine was
a recurring target for church publications and preachers who questioned the university’s doctrinal
purity, moral climate and hiring practices. He shows the administration
wrestling with the necessity to raise
money by fostering relationships
with wealthy donors not associated
with Churches of Christ — and how
that move was both a blessing and a
source of trouble.

H H H H H
W. David Baird. Quest for Distinction:
Pepperdine University in the 20th
Century. Malibu, Calif: Pepperdine
University Press, 2016. 737 pages. $34.95.
The book notes that the proportion
of students from Churches of Christ
was never as high as one might
think. In 1941, only 49 percent came
from the fellowship. Overall, the
book depicts a relationship between
the university and Churches of
Christ that ebbs and flows.
Another intriguing theme is
Pepperdine’s struggle to craft its
identity as a Christian university. At
the college’s dedication on Sept. 21,
1937, George Pepperdine said, “An

educated person without Christianity
is like a car without steering gear.”
Drawing on a wide range of
primary sources, Baird chronicles
the internal debates among administrators, faculty, staff and students
about the kind of Christian university Pepperdine should be. Along the
way, we see contrasting viewpoints on
chapel attendance and standards of
conduct. Perhaps appropriately, the
book depicts attitudes shifting back
and forth among many constituencies like waves in the ocean. Anyone
familiar with Christian higher education will find these sections of the
book timely and enlightening.
One of the best things about the
book is that it tells the story of
Pepperdine’s people. Though not a
narrative, the people to whom we
are introduced as the book unfolds
come alive. Baird peels back the
curtain just a little to let us in on the
people whose names adorn Firestone
Fieldhouse, Seaver College and the
Phillips Theme Tower.
Readers should understand that
this is not a breezy read. Parts are
quite detailed and obscure. Some of
that minutiae in sections not to your
interest may have you skimming
portions of the book, but overall it is
an excellent work — truly a perspective on the story behind the story.
BRIAN SIMMONS is a professor of communication
and associate dean of the College of Liberal Arts at
Oklahoma Christian University in Oklahoma City.
Among other degrees, he holds a master’s from
Pepperdine University.

New and NoteworthY
race and church

Tanya Smith Brice, editor. Reconciliation
Reconsidered:
Advancing the
Conversation on Race
in Churches of Christ.
Abilene, Texas: ACU Press,
2016. 220 pages. $19.99.
Brice, a lifelong Church
of Christ member and
dean of the School of
Health and Human

Services at Benedict
College, pulls together
ongoing conversations
about racial reconciliation
from representatives of
congregations across the
U.S.
The book discusses
current events and
each chapter includes
discussion questions to
help readers navigate
this perplexing, difficult
topic.

Faith and politics

Darrin Grinder and Steve
Shaw. The Presidents
& Their Faith: From
George Washington
to Barack Obama
(Updated Edition).
Boise, Idaho.: Elevate
Faith, 2016. 276 pages.
$14.29.
Grinder and Shaw,
professors at Northwest
Nazarene University

in Idaho, present an
updated look at how
all 43 U.S. presidents
exercised their personal
faith, exerted presidential
power and led a
religiously diverse nation.
The authors seek to
give a new understanding
of how religion and
politics interfaced
through America’s
history — and how they
will play out in the future.
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IDENTITY IN CRISIS
DANIE L’S VI SI ON FOR TH E FU TURE

81ST ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP • FEBRUARY 5-9, 2017
At a time when our values seem threatened by the forces of evil, when
so many are drawing lines based on race, age, gender or socioeconomic
status, Christians can find unity and identity in Christ. Join us in February, as
we explore how many become one and seek to reflect His glory.

For a complete schedule, visit www.fhu.edu/lectureship. | February 5-9, 2017
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Eastern European ministry meets new
demand for Bibles in Arab languages

I

FACULTY/STAFF
POSITIONS FOR 2016-2017
Oklahoma Christian University is seeking highly qualified and mission-driven Christian faculty members
for potential tenure-track and/or visiting positions in the following disciplines:

Faculty:

TENURE-TRACK OR VISITING FACULTY IN THE
Tenure-Track Faculty
in Criminal SCIENCE
Justice
DEPARTMENT
OF COMPUTER
Tenure-Track Faculty in the Department of Finance/Economics
Tenure-Track Faculty in the Department of Chemistry and Physics
Tenure-Track Faculty in the Department of Engineering
TENURE-TRACK FACULTY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
Tenure-Track or Visiting Faculty in the Department of Computer Science
TENURE-TRACK FACULTY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS
Tenure-Track Faculty in the Department of Music
TENURE-TRACK FACULTY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE/ECONOMICS

Staff:

OC is also seeking applications for professional staff positions in the following areas.

Mailroom Postal Assistant

TEXAS
ADMISSIONS
REPRESENTATIVE
Assistant
Women's Basketball
Coach
Admissions COUNSELOR
Counselor
ADMISSIONS
Web Developer SHOP
RETAIL MANAGER-COFFEE
Retail POLICE
ManagerOFFICER
- Coffee Shop
Application instructions and descriptions of each position are available at oc.edu/hr.
Oklahoma Christian University complies with all laws regarding nondiscrimination in employment,
including those with respect to race, color, age, sex, national origin, marital status, military service, and
disability. As a religious educational institution, the University is permitted by law to consider religious
beliefs and practices in making employment decisions and the University does so to achieve its mission.

n 1961, at the height of the Cold
thousands of souls by utilizing
War, members of Churches
Christians in the nations they serve
of Christ founded Eastern
— trusted people who help carry
European Mission to smuggle
the Gospel to their homelands.
Bibles and Christian literature
Now, a quarter-century after
under the Iron Curtain.
the fall of the Berlin Wall, EEM is
They chose Vienna, Austria, as
responding to a new demand that
the site of their printing facility.
few of us expected
Insight
It was the easternmost city in
in Europe — a
western Europe, just across the
demand for Bibles
Danube River from Bratislava,
in the languages of
Czechoslovakia. I remember talking
the Middle East. As
to John Sudbury, a former presithousands of refudent and passionate supporter of the
gees flee conflicts
ministry, as he recruited people to
in Iraq and Syria,
join the effort in Vienna.
EEM is empowering
Thirty years after EEM’s founding,
European Christians
Bailey McBride to share God’s Word
I made my first extended visit to
Vienna as a sponsor of Oklahoma
as they help provide
Christian University’s internafood, clothing and counseling for
tional studies program. By then,
these souls fleeing terrible conflict.
the Soviet empire was crumbling.
Bart Rybinski has served as EEM’s
Many refugees lived on the campus
vice president of European operaof International Christian College,
tions since 2007. I got to spend time
a Vienna institute associated with
with him and his wife, Tamika, while
Churches of Christ. Christians from
I worked for the Danube Church of
the U.S. worshiped there as they
Christ in Vienna last summer. He
helped EEM respond to the demand
recently sent me some updated totals
for gospel literature in Eastern
on the nonprofit’s efforts to serve the
Europe. Murray and Dorothea
refugees — more than 35,000 Bibles
Czeczotka oversaw the operation as
and 58,000 New Testaments printed
the ministry transiin Arabic and Farsi.
tioned from printing
Amazing!
tiny tracts that could
Rybinski’s story
be slipped into spare
is equally amazing.
tires to hardback
A native of Warsaw,
Bibles in Russian.
Poland, he first
In the years that
came to the U.S.
followed, EEM
as an exchange
began outsourcing its
student and,
printing to companies
after his baptism,
EEM.ORG decided to attend
in the same Eastern
European countries Children in Ukraine read one of
Oklahoma Christian
that once banned its Eastern European Mission’s products. University to
products. Not only
study ministry and
does this save money, but it empowers marketing. He met and married
these countries’ emerging economies.
Tamika Chatmon in Oklahoma. I
EEM’s staff focuses on producing
performed their wedding.
Bible study materials for adults and
My time with the Rybinskis
children — and even supplies Bibles reminded me what a strong, devout
and biblical literature to public school
Christian couple they are. The long
systems in Ukraine, where teachers
history of EEM will become richer
use the materials to help students
and stronger with such believers at
learn about faith and ethics.
the helm.
The ministry produces material
in some 45 languages for nations
COntact: bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org, and
across the region. Nine full-time
learn more about Eastern European Mission’s fundand eight part-time workers reach
raising effort at www.milliondollarsunday.org.
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The 40-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.

C.I.C.

Please send name, email, and other contact
info to:

Church Involvement
Conference
“The Spirituality of Involvement:
Challenging the Norm of
Non-Discipleship”
Dr. Carlus Gupton
+2 special sessions on ‘How To’ and
‘Sharing Ideas’ for involvement
and connection ministers,
church leaders and members

January 20-21, 2017
Athens Church of Christ in
Athens, Tenn.
For all the details, go to:
www.churchinvolvement.com

AMEN Ministry
amen@amenministry.info
P.O. Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 372-7051

Full-Time Minister

Loveland, Colorado
The South Taft Church of Christ
is looking for a full-time pulpit
minister.
Interested parties should go to:
www.lovelandcofc.net
or
www.preacherselection@
lovelandcofc.net
for further information and job description.

Deadline to apply: Dec. 31, 2016

5VQR(GGNKPI)WKNV[&KXQTEGF%JTKUVKCP
)QF/C[9CPV;QW4GOCTTKGF
5HPDUULDJH&RXOG%HWKH*LIW:DLWLQJIRU<RX

³,ZDVVLQJOHIRUPLVHUDEOH\HDUVEHFDXVHWKH
SUHDFKHUVDLG,FRXOGQ¶WPDUU\+HZDVKDYLQJDQ
DIIDLUWKHZKROHWLPH´
1DPHZLWKKHOG
³7KHERRNZDVH\HRSHQLQJWRRWKHUYLHZVRI0'5
ZKLFKDUHRIWHQH[SODLQHGDZD\E\PDQ\,
DSSUHFLDWHWKHUHVHDUFKDQGVLQFHUHGHVLUHIRUWUXWK
SUHVHQWHGE\WKHDXWKRU´
1DPHZLWKKHOG
³<RXKDYHGRQHDUHDOO\JRRGMRERISODFLQJEHIRUH
WKHUHDGHUDZLGHZHOOGRFXPHQWHGPDVV
RIPDWHULDO´
-DPHV:RRGURRIIRUPHUPLQLVWHU&ROOHJH&KXUFK
RI&KULVW6HDUF\$UNDQVDVDXWKRU7KH'LYRUFH
'LOHPPD

SDJHV+DUGFRYHU1(:3DSHUEDFN

'LVFRXQWVDW:HOGRQ/DQJILHOGFRP

Full-time English Teacher
LOGOS English (in Japan) is

seeking a mission-minded full-time teacher.
Students are age three to adult, mostly small
groups meeting once a week with six larger
classes meeting off-site. Work hours are
up to 25 hours, five days a week, and pays
about $2500 month. Arrival for training is
needed ASAP. We assist with visas.
If you are interested, please email us at:

BrentKojima@gmail.com
Full-Time Minister Wanted

The Sheridan Church of Christ is currently
looking for a minister with a deep-seated desire
to cultivate and nurture faith, hope, and obedience
through love. The first requirement is that he be
a faithful Christian who is sound in the Word.
Additional skills and traits can be found at:

www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds
Please send three references, links to recent
sermons and your resume to:

PO Box 245, Sheridan, AR 72015
www.sheridancofc.org
SheridanARministerSearch@gmail.com

Maker’s
Dozen

TM

12 Months (1 per month)
12 Automatic Mailings
12 or more Bible Cards
12 custom message cards
12 deliveries by US Post

Encourage others...
share your faith.

Subscribe online at:
shop.ethought.com/makersdozen
or use order form below:
Send 12 mailings by USPS to:

Name: ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, ZIP ___________________
Custom message to accompany Bible
cards each month: _______________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Send $12 to eThought, 21001 N Tatum
Blvd, Ste 1630-420, Phoenix, AZ 85050
More info: makersdozen@ethought.com

31

INSIDE

Serving in Sydney

Vol. 73, No. 12 | December 2016 | www.christianchronicle.org

CALENDAR..............22
CURRENTS...............15
DIALOGUE...............11
INSIGHT..................30
INTERNATIONAL.....13
MILESTONES...........21

In Australia, a secondgeneration missionary
works with a church his
father helped plant.
16
box 11000

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK

change
service requested
		
		
		
		
		

1957

NATIONAL.................5
OPINION.................26
PARTNERS..............23
PEOPLE...................19
REVIEWS................28
VIEWS....................27

73136-1100
NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
OKLAHOMA CITY OK
PERMIT # 276

2017

Come celebrate with us!
View the schedule at LCU.edu/60th

LCU60th_ChristianChronicle.indd 1

7/11/16 5:27 PM

Celebrating LCU’s sixtieth anniversary, this new book contains essays by men and
women of faith including:
DR. R. GERALD TURNER (‘66), SMU President
DRS. STEVEN (‘65) AND EMILY (‘65) LEMLEY, Former LCU President and First Lady
DR. L. KEN JONES, LCU Chancellor

S
E
T
A
R
B
E
L
CE
ars

60 Ye

Available Now for Pre-Sale $20 +S/H
Order Online LCU.edu/60thBook
The book will ship after February 1
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“All who love [the LCU] story can but stand in humility, with thanksgiving, for
LCU’s courageous founders, all of them, whether known or not. Their sacrifices
are yet visible and, in those founders we have a great cloud of witnesses around
us. They are cheering us on with their example. Like them, we look to the future
with faith, hope, and love.”
- Dr. Steven S. Lemley, Fourth President of LCU
(Excerpt from “The Founders - and the Founding - of Lubbock Christian College”)

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
800.933.7601 or 806.720.7151
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Connect with us at Be.LCU.edu

