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Gatlinburg
needs ‘you’
WINTERFEST STILL ON, despite
wildfires that ravaged
Tennessee resort town.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

AMY SMOTHERMAN BURGESS, KNOXVILLE NEWS SENTINEL

Remains of the Gatlinburg Church of Christ building in Tennessee can be seen after wildfires devastated the mountain resort town.

Sorrow, relief and fellowship
TENNESSEE WILDFIRES destroy the building, but not the spirit, of a church in the Smokies.
BY NATHANIEL HOWARD | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘W

SEVIERVILLE, Tenn.

hen a brother meets
sorrow, we all feel his
grief. When he’s passed
through the valley, we
all feel relief.”
Words from the hymn “God’s
Family” proved especially poignant
on a recent Sunday, as two Churches
of Christ — one of which lost its
building in the Nov. 28 wildfires that
ravaged the popular resort town of
Gatlinburg, Tenn. — came together
to worship God.
The song’s special meaning was
evident on this Lord’s Day as more
than 200 men, women and children assembled at the Sevierville
Church of Christ — including twodozen guests from the displaced

NATHANIEL HOWARD

Members of the Sevierville and Gatlinburg churches worship together after the fire.
Gatlinburg Church of Christ.
“I’ve sang that song in many situations, but I experienced that song …
in a way I never have before,” said
Gatlinburg member David Barton,
holding back tears. “While our

number is small, God’s family is not
small. And they have reached out
to us … in ways that you can’t even
begin to describe or appreciate.”
Just a few days earlier, residents of
See GATLINBURG, Page 6

Each year, 12,000 teens and
sponsors gather to praise God
at Winterfest — a so-called “little
youth rally” in the Smoky Mountains
resort town of Gatlinburg, Tenn.
That won’t change this February,
even after the recent wildfires that
claimed 14 lives and damaged about
2,500 buildings.
Winterfest will go on as planned
at the Gatlinburg Convention
Center, although church groups
should check the status of their
cabins and hotels, director Dudley
Chancey said.
“The worst thing we can do is not
go,” Chancey said, touting a desire
to help Gatlinburg’s tourist industry
recover. His message for those
signed up to attend: “God needs
you in Gatlinburg.”
Organizers are looking into the
possibility of a special service project
or activity related to
Gatlinburg’s rebuilding effort, he said.
Meanwhile, the
Challenge Youth
Conference — a separate event that also
draws 12,000 or more
teens — will continue Davenport
as scheduled in the
nearby resort town of Pigeon Forge,
Tenn. CYC previously was held at
the Gatlinburg Convention Center
but moved to a new venue in 2015.
“Pigeon Forge is virtually unaffected by the fires that devastated
Gatlinburg,” director Larry
Davenport said. “The LeConte
Center, area attractions and area
hotels are all OK.”
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Refugees
and angels
in Europe

News of faith
in the age
of post-truth

‘H

onestly, I don’t
trust the news all
that much. ... I
think it’s mostly
because of stuff like this,
how there is no real truth in
anything anymore.”
That’s
Inside Story some brutal
honesty from
Sarah Sparks,
one of the
students in a
class I taught
at Oklahoma
Christian
University
Erik Tryggestad this semester,
Writing
Across the Media. We
had just spent the hour
lamenting the preponderance of fake news, which
spread like a virus across
our social media feeds
during the 2016 campaign.
Outrageous claims against
both presidential candidates
— conspiracy theories mired
in nonsense, without a shred
of truth — got forwarded
and shared indiscriminately.
A lot of folks didn’t make it
past the clickbait headlines
before they posted comments
of rage. “See, I told you so.
The other side seeks to
destroy our country.” Far, far
too many of our brothers and
sisters in Christ did this, too.
I asked the students to jot
down their thoughts on what
we talked about.
Basically, I let them rant.
“We’re not looking for
actual truth anymore.
We’re looking for positive
affirmation,” wrote Jeffrey
Edwards. “If the truth
angers us, we simply spin
it in such a way to support
See POST-TRUTH, Page 4
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CHRISTIANS SHARE ministry ideas
and perform acts of service
during conference in Greece.
BY VIVI VITALONE | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MARICELA WILSON

Middle school students play a game called “gagaball” before a Tuesday night Bible study at
the Impact Houston Church of Christ. The inner-city church serves hundreds of children.

Alternate ending
A DISBANDED CHURCH’S old building is purchased by Impact
Houston, which plans to expand to a second location.
landmark near Houston’s busy interchange of Interstates 45 and 610.
HOUSTON
Now, thousands of motorists pass a
nother closed church.
dilapidated structure with boarded-up
Another lost opportunity to
windows, broken bricks and letters
serve wounded
falling off the “Lindale”
souls in the inner
below the steeple.
city.
On a recent visit to the
That could have been
church property, Impact
the story as the Lindale
elder Ron Sellers discovChurch of Christ — a
ered a side door busted
once-flourishing congregaopen. Blankets, pill bottles
tion in the nation’s fourthand scraps of garbage were
largest city — disbanded
scattered inside the dark,
in December 2015.
moldy building. The debris
However, leaders and
indicated that squatters
supporters of the Impact
had taken up residence.
Houston Church of Christ
Far from discouraged,
— which has become a
BOBBY ROSS JR. Sellers said the scene only
model of urban ministry Ron Sellers discusses Impact reinforced the need for
among Churches of
Houston’s plans for the
bringing hope — physical
Christ — intend to write a former Lindale building.
and spiritual — to this
different ending.
hurting community.
In the Lindale church’s heyday,
“We almost waited too long,” Sellers
hundreds of worshipers filled the
said of Impact’s hopes to restore life
See HOUSTON, Page 8
elegant, red-brick building — a
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ATHENS, Greece — “Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for some have
entertained angels.”
The words of Hebrews 13:2
resounded through the Congo Palace
Hotel in the Glyfada neighborhood of
this European capital. More than 100
ministers, elders and ministry leaders
from Churches of Christ across Europe,
the Middle East and the U.S. gathered
here to discuss strategies for serving
and sharing Christ with the wave of
refugees flooding into the continent
from troubled, predominantly Muslim
nations, including Syria and Iraq.
The five-day Refugee Ministry
Workshop took place just a few miles
from Mars Hill, where a stranger from
a city in modern-day Turkey — the
apostle Paul — told the people of
Athens about the “unknown god” they
worshiped, “the God who made the world
and everything in it ... the Lord of heaven
and earth” as recorded in Acts 17.
Nearly 2,000 years later, as a new
host of souls arrives in Athens,
Christians greet them with a mix of
See REFUGEES, Page 12

VIVI VITALONE

During the workshop, Christians served a
meal to refugees from the Middle East.
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POST-TRUTH: Will we contribute to falsehood or change the mold?
FROM PAGE 3

what we already believe.”
It’s a long-held theory of mass
communication that he’s voicing. We
bring our preexisting beliefs into what
we read. If the information doesn’t fit
those beliefs we learn to accept that
not everyone thinks exactly as we
do or we disregard and discredit the
source of the information.
The latter, unfortunately, seemed
to happen more frequently in 2016
than in years before. The amount
of information we have easy access
to is enormous, yet we pick and
choose the messages we want to
hear — regardless of the amount of
accurate information they contain.
Things are so bad, in fact, that the
Oxford Dictionary selected “posttruth” as its 2016 word of the year.
It’s an adjective defined as “relating
to or denoting circumstances in
which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than
appeals to emotion and personal
belief.” Sad.
It’s easy for me to point fingers at
partisan, fake news sites as the cause,
but those of us trained in journalism,
working for respected publications,
are not without sin.
In mid-2016, I got to hear one of my
journalistic heroes, Carl Bernstein,
address the Oklahoma Society of
Professional Journalists at its annual
awards banquet. Bernstein, the
Washington Post reporter who, along
with Bob Woodward, uncovered the
truth behind the Watergate burglary
in 1972, had this to say about the
current state of our profession:
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“Today, and for some time now, the
picture of our society as rendered
in our media and our politics in
America is too often illusionary and
delusionary, disfigured, unreal, out of
touch with truth, disconnected from
the true context of your lives and all
of our lives, disfigured by … celebrity worship, by our gossip, by sensationalism and by a discourse in which
the people of the country — the politicians and the press — are turning
into a cacophony of easy answers to
tough questions, shortcuts, intolerance and the inability to have a factbased debate in this country.
“It’s the job of the press to report
on real, existing conditions of a
culture — a society, a government, a
sports event, an election campaign,
a candidate — not to bring about
the desired result of the reporter or
newspaper editor or owner.”
So how do we fix it? What role can
a Christian in journalism play?
And how can all of us, regardless
of what role we play in society, be
better news consumers?
I put those questions to the
students. A few of their responses:
• “As a journalist, your job is to
seek truth and get it out there — and
it is supposed to take work,” wrote
Mercedes Ducat. “Let your beliefs
come from personal exploration, not
the opinions of others.”
• “Read from more than one site,”
Paige Fisher wrote. “More work is
required to find the truth now, but
that doesn’t mean it can’t be found.”
• “Check the facts,” Brielle
Koelsch added. “Surprise, surprise
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Carl Bernstein says that the picture of
society rendered in media, too often, is
“illusionary and delusionary.”

— not everything on the internet is
true.” (I appreciate her sarcasm.)
• Ian Jayne urged us to “relentlessly
ask questions of everything we read.
Ask yourself about the author’s intent,
the potential biases of the outlet, and
for the piece’s general purpose.”
• Morgan Boling, a journalism
major, said, “We are stepping into a
field that is damaged. What are we
going to do, contribute to the fanatical falsehoods or change the mold?”
It was a real honor to work with
this talented, thoughtful group
of students, to impart what small
measure of wisdom I’ve gained in
nearly 20 years of reporting (plus
a moderate measure of my Gen-X
cynicism). Despite the immense
challenges our profession faces, I’m
encouraged by what I’ve seen in
The Christian Chronicle® encourages feedback that
promotes thoughtful and respectful discussion. Letters
and comments should be 150 words or less and may
be edited for length and clarity. Comments to the print
or online editions are considered to be letters to the
editor and may be published. Please include name, city
and state of residence, as well as home congregation.
The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from
those who purchase the advertising space. News
coverage, opinion columns, reviews, letters to the
editor and advertising do not necessarily represent the
views of or constitute endorsement by the editors, the
staff, the Board of Trustees of The Christian Chronicle or
Oklahoma Christian University. The Christian Chronicle®
is published monthly and is served by a national Board

these young truth seekers.
I keep a photocopy of a column by
Olan Hicks taped to the side of my
computer monitor. Hicks, the founder
of The Christian Chronicle, penned
these words for the June 9, 1943
edition, the paper’s second issue:
“The Christian Chronicle is to
be built on character. It means to
stand for right and truth, for zeal
according to knowledge. It is a
newspaper and is to be conducted
on the principles of news reporting
We mean to maintain not only the
highest ethics of the newspaper
profession, but also of Christianity.”
I do my best to live by those words.
I still believe that Christian journalism is not a subset of journalism,
but rather journalism as it was meant
to be — accurate, truthful creativity
in service to the Creator.
Going back to Jeffrey Edwards’
essay, I leave you with these final
words. Consider it a charge for 2017:
“It’s time for us to start asking
questions and stop taking things for
granted. We need to put aside our
preconceived notions and dig a little
deeper into the news. Also, we need
to stop distorting the nature of truth.
“I am still under the impression
that there is a universal truth in this
universe. Jesus didn’t say, ‘You believe
what you want to. There are many
ways to follow me and go to heaven.’
“Instead, he said, ‘I am the way, the
truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.’
“Rant over.”
CONTACT erik@christianchronicle.org.
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CONNECTICUT

MANCHESTER — As part of an annual
“Seasonal Sharing” program, Manchester
Church of Christ members donated 83
coats and multiple sets of hats and gloves
to help children in need.
Also, Christmas presents were provided
for 20 foster children, and gift cards
totaling $1,470 were contributed to help
members and the community during the
year, member Mary Brown said.
Members Matt and Christina Foley coordinated the program.

KENTUCKY

DRY RIDGE — The Grant County Church
of Christ had a few visitors on a recent
Sunday — three buses full.
The 194 visitors from the Madison
Church of Christ in Alabama were in the
area to visit the nearby Ark Encounter, a
Noah’s Ark theme park.
“They spent Saturday night in singing
and fellowship with us and then joined us
for worship and lunch Sunday morning,”
Grant County minister Leon Brown said.
“What a blessing and encouragement it
was to our small congregation.”
In all, that Sunday’s attendance totaled
244. The congregation is a mission work
planted by Evangelize Kentucky, sponsored by the Lehman Avenue Church of
Christ in Bowling Green.

MICHIGAN

PLYMOUTH — The Plymouth Church of
Christ handed out 1,300 Christmas baskets
with complete holiday dinners to neighbors in southeast Michigan.
Joining church members in helping with
the project were Boy Scouts, National Guard
troops, high school athletes and employees
of a manufacturing company, minister
Matthew Dowling said.
“The Plymouth church also provides
local families in need with Christmas
presents through our ‘giving tree’ drive,”
Dowling said.
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Kids’ ‘susu boxes’ inspire

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Third- and fourthgraders in the Wednesday night class at
the Woodson Chapel Church of Christ
decorated “susu
boxes” and raised
$570 to buy water
filters to serve 38
families.
The class project
benefited Healing
Hands, an international humanitarian aid and
development organization associated
with Churches of
Christ.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY SHARON ARCHIBALD
“These chilWoodson Chapel children
decorated “susu boxes.”
dren have
inspired all of us
at Woodson Chapel,” said teacher Sharon
Archibald, who credited fellow member
Linda Smith with suggesting the children
each make a “susu box.”
The project reinforced class lessons on
giving and glorifying God.
W. Whitford said. “Victor is held in high
esteem by the membership and continues
to lead the congregation in a Scriptural
path with his inspiring lessons from the
Bible,” Whitford said.
And the congregation recently celebrated as Victor, his wife, Nataliya, and
college-age son Daniel were granted U.S.
citizenship. Younger son Alex is a minor
and is considered a citizen by virtue of his
parents’ naturalization.

MONTANA

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MELTON FAMILY

She gets a kick out of football

Savana Melton, 16, a member of the Levy Church of Christ in North Little
Rock, Ark., poses with a young fan at a North Little Rock High School
football game. The junior serves as the kicker for her team and became
the first female to score a point in an Arkansas state championship
game. “I want to do something in the medical field,” she said of her future
ambitions. But before then, she has this goal: to play college football.

HAMILTON — To hire their new minister in
2011, Hamilton Church of Christ leaders
endured three years of immigration and
visa paperwork.
Victor Parakhin, a graduate of the
Memphis School of Preaching in Tennessee,
accepted the position and returned to the
United States from his native Ukraine.
Attendance was in the 40-50 range
before Parakhin arrived but is now in the
60-70 range, church treasurer Howard

PHOTO PROVIDED BY HAMILTON CHURCH

Victor Parakhin, with his wife, Nataliya, and sons,
Daniel and Alex, celebrate their new U.S. citizenship.
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GATLINBURG: ‘God has provided everything we needed’
FROM PAGE 1

Gatlinburg — 14 miles south of
Sevierville — awoke to a cloud of
smoke and haze. Rain was overdue,
and wildfires had reached the nearby
Chimney Tops Mountain in neighboring Smoky Mountain National
Park. Before the day finished, the
fire would spread to the city, claiming
more than a dozen lives and destroying hundreds of structures, including
houses of worship. Rain would come
in from the west, but not before the
damage was done.”
On this cold, damp Sunday
morning, members and visitors trickled in to worship at the
Sevier ville Church of Christ. If not
for the fire, a similar picture would
have unfolded at the Gatlinburg
Church of Christ, a vibrant congregation with only 35 local members
but an active outreach to visiting
tourists. Minister Rod Rutherford
preaches for the Gatlinburg
Judy Sortore, with granddaughter Annabelle, stand in the Sevierville Church of Christ fellowship hall where supplies are being
congregation, which reaches the
stored. Sortore and her husband, Richard, members of the Gatlinburg Church of Christ, lost their home in the wildfires.
community with a radio and television ministr y and often tops attendance of 150 during peak tourism
picture of a beautifully landscaped
church secretary Barton described
Sortore, holding her granddaughter
season.
property and a stately A-frame
an outpouring of relief from the
Annabelle as she walked through
The Sevierville and Gatlinburg
building.
church family in Sevierville and
a fellowship hall inundated with
churches have long shared a close
Save for an emotional tension
around the world.
food, toiletries and miscellaneous
fellowship, Sevierville minister John
lingering just beyond the smiles and
The church had received calls and supplies.
Daniels said.
hugs, it seemed hard to realize that
prayer from as far away as Oregon,
Sortore and her husband, Richard,
Daniels and the Sevierville congre- days earlier, the fire had destroyed
Scotland and Puerto Rico, Barton
lost their house and two connecting
gation made the decision to open
the church’s 42-year-old building
said. Initial monetary contributions
apartments where their son,
their building to
and the homes of
numbered close to $60,000 with
daughter and their families had been
the brothers and
several members.
final numbers expected to be much
living. Despite the loss, the Sortores
sisters affected
Standing
higher, he said — enough money
still found themselves worshiping
by wildfires, not
strong amid the
for a 12-month lease on the building
and thanking God for his provision.
only for worship
trials, Gatlinburg
where the congregation planned
“God has provided everything we
but as a temporary
members still
to meet the next Sunday; enough
needed,” Richard Sortore said. “It’s
storage site for
showed up to
money, coupled with insurance,
been a little difficult, but we all got
relief supplies.
worship their
to begin construction on a new
out with our lives. All of our needs
The Sevierville
Lord.
building; and enough money to
are met.”
church canceled
“The church is
provide for members in need.
As the lights went out in the
a monthly potluck
the people. That’s
“It’s been overwhelming, the
Sevierville church building following
meal due to its
New Testament
support that we’ve had,” said
the service, congregants returned to
fellowship hall
Scripture right
Lisa Tant Campbell, a Gatlinburg
their homes and temporary places of
PHOTOS BY NATHANIEL HOWARD there, “ said
filling up with
member who lost all her earthly
shelter. A sense of peace prevailed
Some of the food and relief supplies
boxes of food
Gatlinburg
possessions in the fire. “We’re very
as words of “God’s Family” kept
stored at the Sevierville Church of Christ member Randy
and other emergrateful for it and thankful. To God
echoing in the minds — and hearts
gency provisions after wildfires struck Gatlinburg.
Vernon, who
be the glory.”
— of those touched, but not oversupplied by
teaches a Bible
With gift cards, checks and
come, by tragedy.
Nashville, Tenn.-based Churches of
class. “The building is just a conveemergency supplies streaming in,
“And sometimes we laugh together,
Christ Disaster Relief Effort.
nience for us, and we’ll get our
Campbell, her family and other
sometimes we cry. Sometimes we
Rutherford, the Gatlinburg
convenience back here in a few
victims counted their blessings in
share together, heartaches and sighs.
minister, walked around the
months.”
the midst of grief and could not help
Sometimes we dream together of how
Sevierville church foyer passing
In a congregational meeting
but acknowledge the hand of God.
it will be, when we all get to heaven,
out bulletins still featuring a cover
following the service, Gatlinburg
“This is wonderful,” said Judy
God’s family.”
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Smoke-induced heart attack
claims life of church member
BY NATHANIEL HOWARD | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

S

PIGEON FORGE, Tenn.
even miles north of
Gatlinburg, the Great Smoky
Mountains Church of Christ
shows compassion in the
midst of a congregational tragedy.
As wildfires tore across
Gatlinburg, destroying homes,
hotels and houses of worship, the
congregation’s meeting place — in
a town known for its Dollywood
theme park and other tourist attractions — never faced immediate danger. But the homes of several of the
church’s 150 members sustained
damage from smoke.
Church members Jim and May
Vance saw their home burn to the
ground. Though they escaped the
flames, May Vance, 75, suffered a
smoke-induced heart attack and died.
“Our congregation
has been very much
affected by the loss,”
minister Al Behel
said. “Our members
have just been deeply
moved by not only
how it’s impacted our
congregation, but by
May Vance
how it’s impacted the
county and our nation.”
As the smoke clears and the
Gatlinburg community begins the
long task of recovery, church members have turned their undamaged
building into an epicenter of relief,
said youth minister Mark Haynes.
“We realized how big this disaster
was and how much we needed to
respond to it,” Haynes said. The
Christians realized “We’ve got to get
out of our comfort zone and really
take action.”
Haynes contacted Churches of
Christ Disaster Relief Effort, a
ministry that ships cleaning and
relief supplies to congregations
nationwide following fires, floods
and other disasters. The Nashville,
Tenn.-based nonprofit immediately
sent a truckload of supplies.
Workers with the ministry suggested the congregation contact
the Churches of Christ Disaster

NATHANIEL HOWARD

Minister Al Behel shows relief supplies
sent to the Great Smoky Mountains
Church of Christ, ready for distribution.

Response Team. Overseen by the
Cassel Hills Church of Christ in
Vandalia, Ohio, the team helps
congregations set up a structure for
distribution and recruit volunteers.
“We can help them immediately,
but we can also help them down the
road,” said Mark Cremeans, who
directs the Disaster Response Team
with his wife, Laura.
The team helped the church turn
its fellowship hall into a place where
fire victims could “shop” for food,
clothing and other necessities, with
assistance from volunteers in red
Disaster Response T-shirts. One volunteer with appropriate experience
acted as a grief counselor. Another
served as an interpreter for the deaf.
In less than a week on the ground,
30 to 40 families received help from
the Great Smoky Mountains Church
of Christ, said Mark Cremeans, who
traveled to Pigeon Forge to work
with the church.
Eventually, fire victims are “going
to want appliances and things that
they don’t have a place for right
now,” Mark Cremeans said. As
recovery moves into the rebuilding
phase, the Disaster Response Team
will help the church make plans for
long-term relief.
Find links to church-supported assistance
ministries at www.christianchronicle.org.

New Year. New Students. Renewed Hope.
After one full year of
successful operation, Heritage
Christian College has been
blessed to:
• witness a 65% increase in
enrollment
• complete construction
of additional classroom
space and continued
improvements to facilities
• acquire high-tech computer
equipment including a
student-led MAKER lab.

At HCC we’re transforming the future
of Africa and its people one student
at a time. An eternal legacy.

We are encouraged by your support and sustained by your prayers.
Please continue to pray for our students and faculty.

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE GHANA
Heritage Christian College Foundation, USA

972.931.5042 • info@hccf-usa.org

www.hccf-usa.org • www.hcuc.edu.gh
HCC-Ghana is an internationally accredited institute of higher education offering degrees in
Business, IT, and Bible. It is not affiliated with Heritage Christian University of Florence, AL.
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Impact Church of Christ
FOOD DISTRIBUTION CENTER:
What began as a small food bank has
expanded to a facility that provides over
1.6 million pounds of food a year.
HOMELESS MINISTRY: Impact
touches more than 400 people living on
the streets each year. The ministry gives
out 120 bags of food and necessities
each week and
regularly provides hot meals
to at least 60
people every
day its kitchen is
open.
ADDICTION
RECOVERY:
Impact has a
residential recovery program
and also provides licensed counseling
to others seeking help with addiction in
their daily lives.
EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH: Sixty-one
Bible classes are offered at Impact each
week, including 29 for children and teens
and 32 for adults.
YOUTH AND CHILDREN: Impact serves
about 200 elementary school students
and 120 middle and high school students
throughout the school year. Eighty-five
percent of these young people attend
church and pursue Impact services
without parental involvement.

SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAM: The
program serves 520 children and teens.
It’s staffed by 50 summer interns,
at least 40 visiting youth groups, 75
volunteer reading teachers, 25 vans and
bus drivers and many more volunteers.
One-On-ONE MENTORING: This
program matches children with an
adult mentor
for the purpose
of developing
a long-term,
consistent relationship. Many
of the children
grow up in poor,
single-parent
households.
SPANISH
PATRICK LEMMONS
MINISTRY:
About 50 people attend Impact’s Spanishspeaking assembly each Sunday. Impact
has two Spanish-language ministers and
a Hispanic elder, Dimas Velasquez, who
a quarter-century ago was Impact’s first
male Spanish-speaking convert.
ARMS OF HOPE: Impact partners
with the Christian nonprofit based
in Medina, Texas, to serve families
struggling with the challenges of
poverty. Through this program, Impact
provides a full-time certified social
workers and access to partnerships
with other organizations.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Volunteers and staff members distribute bags of groceries to lowincome families at the Impact Houston Church of Christ.

MARICELA WILSON

Thomas Reed is one of five men who take turns preaching at the Impact Houston Church of Christ’s
English-speaking services. A Spanish-speaking group assembles in an adjacent room each Sunday.

HOUSTON: A new point of Impact
FROM PAGE 3

to the Lindale facilities. “But fortunately,
God has given us the opportunity.”
•••
In 1987, three couples with hearts for
serving Houston’s most disadvantaged
residents came together to plant the
Impact church.
Charlie and Mollie Middlebrook and
Doug and Bethul Williams joined Ron and
Linda Sellers on the original ministry team.
Back then, the couples lacked the faith to
anticipate that — 30 years later — Impact
would be a bilingual, racially diverse church
with Sunday attendance of 500 and thriving
outreaches to homeless people, drug
addicts and poor families, Ron Sellers said.
“We were trying to figure out what we
could do to keep going for two years because
we didn’t have support,” Sellers said.
But Houston-area Churches of Christ
embraced Impact’s vision and offered
volunteers and financial assistance.
“The Impact church is the most godly
work I’ve ever witnessed in my time as a
Christian,” said Frank Devine, an elder of the
Memorial Church of Christ in Houston, one
of Impact’s longtime supporting congregations. “They take care of their members, and
they’re constantly reaching out to the ones
that are non-churched and bringing them in.”
Houston is in Harris County, which
has 121 Churches of Christ, according
to a national directory published by 21st
Century Christian. That’s the most congre-

gations of any county in the nation.
More than 45 Houston-area Churches
of Christ help Impact in some way, from
preparing Sunday fellowship meals to
distributing food to low-income residents
to paying salaries for staff members.
Dozens of other congregations in Texas
and beyond send summer mission teams
to help with Vacation Bible Schools and
other mission projects at Impact.
“This work is a shining example of
Churches of Christ working together,”
said Paul Woodward, an Impact elder who
spent 16 years as the church’s first youth
minister. “It gives me chill bumps anytime
I think about it.”
•••
The mother had AIDS. She was dying.
Homeless and starving, Selia Vela
brought her three young children — who
had been sleeping in an abandoned car —
to the Impact Houston church.
At Impact, the family sought physical
help. But they also received something else:
spiritual hope and salvation in Jesus Christ.
“People don’t come to church looking for
God,” said Dave Gibbs, an elder of the Grace
Crossing Church of Christ in Conroe, Texas,
north of Houston. “If we’re astute … we’ll
introduce them to God while they’re there.
“Selia is a classic example of that,” added
Gibbs, who with his wife, Joy, cared for the
mother after her 1990 baptism and adopted
her orphaned children. “Impact rescued
their bodies but also rescued their souls.”
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BOBBY ROSS JR.

Impact member Kenny Stewart prays during a Bible study. Stewart first came to the
inner-city church as a summer intern from Lubbock Christian University.

Church members Elizabeth Palau and her mother, Allison Blizzard, process Spanishspeaking clients’ paperwork for food distribution so ministers can focus on their stories.

A quarter-century later, the children
— Sammantha, Gerardo and Thomas
— are active, faithful Christians.
“It’s been a real redemption story,”
Gibbs said.
•••
Impact specializes in redemption
stories.
Claudia Martinez was 10 years
old and living with her grandmother
in the projects when she got on
an Impact church van driven by
Woodward, then the youth minister.
People from the church would
bring bags of groceries when
Martinez’s family had nothing to eat.
“We only had Thanksgiving meals
and Christmas gifts because of
Impact,” said Martinez, who was
baptized as a teenager at a camp
sponsored by Impact. “Even in high
school, my prom dress, my letterman
jacket — the only reason I had those
things was because of Impact.”
Now a 32-year-old mother of two,
Martinez works on Impact’s staff as
a finance clerk.
“I’m still here today because I can
give back to other people,” she said.
Six months ago, David Lewis was
sleeping on the streets and wasting
away on marijuana, crack cocaine
and booze.
Now, he’s sober, living in an addiction treatment house at Impact and
going to church on Sundays.
“It’s a great experience here,”
said Lewis, who is active both
in Bible studies and Alcoholics

“The purchase of the Lindale propmemories there,” she said.
erty represents an important stake
Over the years, though, suburban
in the ground for the Kingdom,” said
flight took its toll.
Patrick Lemmons, one of Impact’s
It’s a familiar story: Middle-class
ministers, “in that
families moved away.
the property of a
The area suffered
formerly large and
from decline and
significant Church of
neglect. The church
Christ … will not be
lost members and
converted to somestruggled to survive.
thing like a Holiday
The congregation
Inn but will rather be
eventually saw no
reclaimed and used
choice but to close.
to minister to the lost
“The presence of
and hurting in that
the church there
area.”
has been so long,
•••
and people in the
Lovee Sherwin met
neighborhood are
her late husband,
aware of that,”
Woody, at the Lindale
Sherwin said. “I
church.That’s where
really do hope they
they exchanged their
can come back and
wedding vows.
be a thriving instruSherwin, now
ment for the Lord
a member of the
there.”
BOBBY ROSS JR.
Memorial church,
For three decades,
A side door is broken open at the
recalls when
Impact has focused
Lindale church building. Inside,
Lindale’s Sunday
on bringing new life
worship assemblies squatters take up residence.
to struggling souls.
used to draw 500
Now, it intends
people.
to do the same for an old church in
She laughs while remembering
desperate need of restoration.
Vacation Bible School pranks. Her
“Lindale gives another entry point
voice becomes more emotional while
into the key areas of our city that
reflecting on close-knit members who really need an Impact church,”
never failed to take care of each other Gibbs said. “I’m so excited about it.
during difficult times.
I’m grinning ear to ear.”
“You’re going to have me bawling
because there were so many good
WEBSITE: www.lindalecampaign.org

Anonymous meetings. “They make
you feel welcome.”
Nate Banks, one of Lewis’ mentors
at Impact, joined Impact’s staff after
overcoming his own alcohol addiction.
“A career is something you choose.
A calling is something you answer,”
said Banks, the recovery house’s
assistant manager. “I just feel like it
was God’s purpose for me to be here.”
For its first 11 years, Impact
moved from place to place, renting
various facilities.
Then it found a permanent home
in an impoverished part of Houston’s
First Ward, where its facilities include
a food distribution center, an education building, youth meeting rooms
and several houses to help get the
homeless off the streets.
But in recent years, the poor community originally served by Impact
has undergone a transformation
— with the construction of upscale
townhomes and other urban
renewal projects pushing the poor
into other areas.
Those areas include the neighborhoods around the old Lindale
church — property that Impact
recently bought for $500,000 with a
goal of raising an additional $2 million for building renovations.
Impact has outgrown its existing
facilities and sees expanding to a
second site — 4.7 miles north — as
a way to reach more people with the
Gospel and return a Church of Christ
presence to a prime location.
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“I knew I wanted to go into medicine
from a young age, and OVU helped me do it.”
“The professors got to know me personally and held me to a very high standard.
Learning at OVU provided an anchor to my faith, teaching me volumes about
science, as well as the Creator.”

Mitchell Ramsey, MD - OVU Class of 2011
Resident Physician, Dept. of Internal Medicine
OSU Wexner Medical Center

For Learning.
For Faith. For Life.
Learn more today: www.ovu.edu
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A language of faith

www.moulmeinchurch.com/building-project

A church building, nearly reborn, in Southeast Asia

In Singapore, members of the Moulmein Church of Christ inspect a seminar room on level three of their under-renovation church
building. In early 2015, the church said goodbye to its 55-year-old meeting place, badly in need of repair, before work crews
demolished the structure. The reconstruction will cost 6.7 million Singapore dollars (about $4.7 million U.S.) The church anticipates
moving back into the church building in spring 2017. For more information, see www.moulmeinchurch.com/building-project.

MALAWI

MZUZU — Students and faculty at the
Mzuzu Bible College helped plant
five Churches of Christ in the north
reaches of this small, thin nation in
southern Africa during 2016. Recent
graduates of the college serve three
congregations — Chankhombo,
Chisangano and Bulala — and
students who studied at the college
in the 1990s assist the other two.
The new churches are the result
of 107 baptisms and 19 restorations
of former church members, the
school’s leaders report. The college
is associated with Bear Valley Bible
Institute International and overseen
by the Thomaston Road Church of
Christ in Macon, Ga.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Baptisms in northern Malawi resulted in
five new Churches of Christ in 2016.

NIGERIA

OBONG NTAK — Prayers at 5:30 a.m.,
followed by jogging at 6:30.
The early morning schedule was
part of the first All Nigeria Christian
Women’s Gospel Meeting, hosted
by the Campus Church of Christ at
Obong University. More than 325
women came from across the West
African nation for the event, inspired
by the recent Africans Claiming Africa
for Christ conference in Senegal.
The women gathered “for the sole
purpose of reaching
other women for
Christ,” said Moses
Akpanudo, the university’s founder. The
women “sang songs
to match the rhythm
and marched like
soldiers” as they
Okon
jogged, he added.
Then the women discussed evangelism with guest speaker Dr. Margaret
Okon, a Christian physician who
lives in Nigeria’s largest city, Lagos.
Okon talked about how she and her
husband, a fellow physician, were
converted and then encouraged the
women to share their faith.

PHILIPPINES

CEBU CITY — More than 40 ministers and ministry school students

attended the third annual Cebu
Ministers Forum, hosted by Cebu
Bible College.
Kevin Wooten and Michael Fann
from the Southside Church of Christ
in Lexington, Ky., led studies of the
gospels of Luke and John “to help
prepare the students and ministers
for the annual evangelistic campaigns
that followed the forum,” said Mark
VanDyke, the college’s director.
Forum participants conducted
campaigns in the communities of
Talisay, Minglanilla and Balamban,
resulting in several baptisms and
contacts for future Bible studies,
VanDyke said.

NSO, Cameroon — People in this West
African nation gave a big “Beeri
Wo” (“thank you”) to members of
Churches of Christ recently as they
received copies of the Bible in their
native language, Lamnso.
Missionaries Paul and Janet Kee
have worked
with the
Lamnso people
for more than
40 years.
Translating
God’s Word
into Lamnso,
spoken by
more than
600,000 people
in West Africa,
was a 16-year
PHOTOs PROVIDED
project. Paul
Paul Kee shows a copy
of the Bible in the
Kee and five
Lamnso language.
graduates of
Banso Bible
School assisted in the work.
More than 5,000 people from the
community, representing a variety of
faith groups, attended a celebration
of the new Bible and received copies.
“This was such a breakthrough
for the Lord and his church,” said
Barbara Kee, Paul Kee’s mother
who also served as a missionary to
Cameroon, “and will have a lasting
impact on that tribe and nation.”

SLOVAKIA

BRATISLAVA — “We spoke broken
Slovak, played games and shared
friendship with all these foreigners.”
That’s how minister Roman
Halamicek described recent
parties he and his wife, Johanna,
have hosted for members of a
Slovak language class in this
Central European capital. Johanna
Halamicek, a U.S. native, is learning
the language of her new homeland along with the students. The
class has “become a great opportunity for us and the church to serve
our neighbors, welcoming the
strangers,” Roman Halamicek said.

Cameroonians cheer as they receive
copies of the Bible in their language.
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Christians representing Churches of Christ in Romania sing gospel songs in their
native language at a facility in Athens, Greece, that serves refugees.

JANUARY 2017

Bill McDonough of Partners in Progress, which sponsored the workshop, shakes
hands with organizer Dino Roussos, minister for the Glyfada Church of Christ.

REFUGEES: Europe’s churches get a fresh understanding of God
FROM PAGE 3

optimism and fear, workshop
attendees said. The conference —
sponsored by the Glyfada Church of
Christ and Partners in Progress, a
U.S.-based ministry — was designed
to help churches “open the doors ...
and utilize their members to minister
to refugees,” said Dino Roussos,
minister for the Glyfada church.
During the conference, church
members heard reports from
representatives of congregations and
church-supported ministries serving
refugees in Europe. They also heard
testimony from former Muslims who
— like some in ancient Greece —
have become followers of the “Lord
of heaven and earth.”
One of them, a native of Iran who
asked that his name be withheld
for security reasons, told about his
own conversion to Christianity when
he came to Greece as a refugee 10
years ago. He now leads a Farsispeaking church in Germany.
Religious persecution is an oftcited reason people from the Middle
East give for making the perilous
journey to Europe, the church
leader said. Sometimes their faith is
genuine, but sometimes they claim
to be followers of Christ in an effort
to obtain refugee status.
“It’s important to understand
whether they have a genuine
interest in learning about the Bible,”

the church leader said. “But even
though they decide to not stay, I’m
happy because I’ve done my job,
I’ve told them about Christ and John
3:16 (‘For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.’)”

‘WE NEED IDEAS’

More than 1 million refugees made
the dangerous journey across the
Mediterranean Sea to Europe in
2015 — and an additional 350,000
in 2016, according to the UN’s High
Commissioner for Refugees. Most
go through coastal nations including
Greece before relocating to country
that offer asylum, including Germany
and the Scandinavian nations.
Rudiger and Michaela Renken have
seen refugees enter their community
in the northwest German city of
Breman. During 2015, their homeland received more asylum applications than any other nation in Europe.
The Renkens, who have worshiped
with a Church of Christ for two
decades, reach out to refugees living
in an informal settlement near their
church building.
“We need ideas on how to get
to know them,” Rudiger Renken
said. “We have started a language
school, and some church members
have already invited some refugees
to their homes. Relationships are

growing. But I have come to Athens
to understand how to make the next
step and introduce them to Christ.”
Scott Lambert, director of Let’s Start
Talking, told conference attendees
about opportunities to share the
Gospel by helping refugees improve
their English. The church-supported
ministry sends teams of short-term
workers to help non-native speakers
with their conversation skills, using
the Bible as a text. In coming months,
the ministry plans
to supply additional
workers for churches
in Athens and other
parts of Europe,
Lambert said.
“This moment is
special in Europe,”
he added. “We are
Rybinski
working with other
groups to give the next generation
of Americans the chance to minister
around the world. Where possible, we
will connect churches, refugees and
non-Christians together with leaders
and servants, young or old. The Word
of God will not return empty when his
people get out and go.”
Another church-supported
nonprofit, Eastern European Mission,
provided more than 100,000 Bibles
and New Testaments in Farsi and
Arabic to churches and ministries in
Europe in 2016.
Bart Rybinski, EEM’s vice

president of European operations,
attended the conference to hear the
testimonials of transformed lives —
and to catch up with the ministry’s
representatives, including Dimitrios
Argyropoulos, a minister for the
Glyfada Church of Christ in Athens.
“Who would have thought that
we would have tens of thousands of
Muslims in our own environment,
where they are receptive to learning
about our Lord Jesus Christ?”
Rybinski said. “At the same time,
the sheer numbers create significant
tension in European societies —
something that some exploit for their
own political reasons — and many are
overcome with fear of what might be.
“We need churches to pray that
God will give all of us the courage to
remember that our future is in his
hands and not in the might of the
state. We need churches to pray that
we see this not as a threat, but as an
opportunity to love those who arrive,
minister to their needs and proclaim
the Good News to them.”
Rybinski and his family worship
with a small congregation in Vienna,
Austria, where they have ministered
to refugees from Iran and Afghanistan.
One recently was baptized.
“To see the Word through his
eyes — someone from the Middle
East — gives us a new and fresh
understanding of the Scriptures,”
Rybinski said. “We see hope and
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The 40-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other contact
info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen@amenministry.info
P.O. Box 353
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 372-7051

Family Minister Desired

PHOTOS BY VIVI VITALONE

A group of Christ-seeking Iranian refugees sings hymns for attendees of the Refugee
Ministry Workshop during a break in their tour of the ancient city of Corinth in Greece.
new future through him — a future
that does not depend on divisions
along racial or national lines, but one
that truly actualizes Isaiah’s prophecies of peace among nations that our
Messiah came to bring.
“European churches need new
blood. We need a new hope and
fresh start to revitalize and give
energy to the body of Christ. I think
this is a great opportunity for that.”

‘WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR’

During the conference, attendees
visited a center that serves refugees
in Athens.
“We had the chance to communicate with them, feed them, sing
to them and show them the love of
Christ,” said Wissam Al-Aethawi,
a minister in Dearborn, Mich. “We
had two responses from among the
Arab refugees and two baptisms.”
The conference was especially
meaningful for Al-Aethawi, himself
a former refugee from Iraq who was
baptized, in secret, in a hotel bathroom in Kurdistan. Now he ministers to the people of Dearborn, the
epicenter of Arab life in the U.S.
Visiting “the country whose
language is that of the New
Testament” was awe-inspiring,
Al-Aethawi said. “The trip was both
emotional and eye-opener because
of that — and because of the fact
that I have seen refugees from the

Muslim world who were, in many
ways, less fortunate than I was.”
Another former refugee, Phanat
Ouch, said he could relate to the hardships faced by the Middle Easterners.
A native of Cambodia, Ouch’s parents
fled to neighboring Thailand in the
wake of the brutal Khmer Rouge
regime. They later moved to Texas,
where Ouch became a Christian.
Now he serves as a minister and
ministry trainer in Cambodia and
locales around the
world through Bear
Valley Bible Institute
International.
“The biggest
takeaway for me was
that we have nothing
to fear,” Ouch said.
“Syrian souls are just
Ouch
like Cambodian souls.
We all need Jesus”
Ouch also said he appreciated the
willingness of participants — who
represented a variety of Churches
of Christ with a variety of doctrinal
stances — to “put aside their differences to unite together to reach out
to Muslims ... fulfilling Jesus’ prayer
(for unity, as recorded in John 17).
“We all know where we stand in
our doctrine, and to be able to put
love for the lost first, before our
differences, is to be commended.”
Additional reporting: Erik Tryggestad

The Church of Christ in O'Fallon, Mo.,
is seeking a Family Minister. The successful
candidate will work with middle- and high-school
aged members, strengthen and nurture families,
facilitate community outreach, and work with our
worship team to enhance our worship experience.
He will be expected to work closely with the
eldership and pulpit minister as an equal partner
in meeting the needs of the congregation.
For a full job description go to our website:

www.simplechristianity.com
Send resume to John Burnett at:

johnaburnett40@gmail.com
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Presents:
Benny and Amy
Hunton
We would like to share our story and
our marriage experience in a marriage
enrichment workshop in your area.
We bring a message of hope, renewal
and encouragement to relationships
that are failing, needing a spark or just
beginning.
Benny Hunton: Masters degree in
counseling from the University of Central Florida; a BA degree in Bible from
Faulkner University; LMHC in Florida;
LPC in Mississippi; 26 years as individual, family and marriage counseling.
Amy Hunton: Masters degree in
Education from Mississippi State University; Certified counselor with AACC
(Amer. Assoc. of Christian Counseling)

benny.hunton@yahoo.com
(352) 267-6368
www.secrettruthministries.org
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College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean, ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210
The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry invites applications
for a position in physical chemistry beginning Fall 2017. The successful
candidate will demonstrate a commitment to excellence in teaching and in
research appropriate for an undergraduate department. An M.S. degree in
physical chemistry is required, with a Ph.D. preferred. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/chemistry.
The Department of Mathematics invites applications for a position
in developmental mathematics beginning in Fall 2017. An earned master’s
degree (or completion prior to August 2017) in education (preferred) or
mathematics is required. The successful candidate is expected to be an
effective teacher and mentor to underprepared students in an undergraduate
environment and to have a desire to pursue professional development.
Applicants are sought with a background of a minimum of five years of
experience teaching mathematics at the high school level. The teaching
load is typically 12 hours at the developmental level. Information about
the department is available at acu.edu/math.

College of Biblical Studies

Dr. Ken Cukrowski, Dean, ACU Box 29400, Abilene, Texas 79699-9400
The Department of Marriage and Family Studies invites applications
and nominations for a tenure-track marriage and family therapy faculty
position at the assistant or associate professor level, beginning Fall 2017.
The MFT program at ACU has held continuous COAMFTE accreditation since
1983. The candidate will be expected to teach courses relative to the family
lifecycle, research, career counseling from a systemic perspective, and
other MFT courses; supervise graduate interns; mentor student research;
and accept committee assignments. The candidate should possess a welldefined program of research as evidenced by peer-reviewed publications
and presentations; demonstrate competence in the integration of theological
and spiritual issues with therapy; exhibit competence as a classroom teacher;
demonstrate eligibility for licensure as an LMFT in the State of Texas; hold
Clinical Membership and Approved Supervisor or Supervisor Candidate status
with the AAMFT; and must hold the Ph.D. in marriage and family therapy or a
closely related mental health discipline. Information about the department is
available at acu.edu/mft.
The Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry invites applications
and nominations for a junior-level, tenure-track faculty position, beginning
Fall 2017. The candidate will be expected to teach General Education survey
courses in New Testament and/or Old Testament and other courses assigned
by the chair; mentor student research; relate to a multi-ethnic student body;
and accept departmental, college and university committee assignments.
The area of specialization is open, but the department is especially interested
in candidates with expertise in Hebrew Bible/Old Testament, theology/
philosophy, or world religions including Islam. The candidate should
possess a well-defined program of research as evidenced by peer-reviewed
publications and presentations, demonstrate competence in the integration

of theological and spiritual issues with the academic study of religion, hold
an earned research doctorate (Ph.D. or Th.D.) in one of the major theological
disciplines (ABD may be considered); and exhibit excellence as a classroom
teacher. Review of applications will begin Feb. 15. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/dbmm.

College of Education and Human Services

Dr. Donnie Snider, Chair, College of Education and Human Services,
ACU Box 28276, Abilene, Texas 79699-8276
The Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders invites
applications for an instructor or tenure-track faculty position beginning
Fall 2017. A doctoral degree is preferred but strong candidates with
the master’s degree in speech-language pathology will be considered.
Candidates with a master’s should have an interest in/desire to pursue a Ph.D.
in communication sciences and disorders or a closely related area. Applicants
must hold a current ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC-SLP) and
hold (or be eligible for) a current Texas SLP license. Responsibilities include
teaching undergraduate courses in basic human communication processes
such as language and speech development; teaching or facilitating courses
for graduate students in the instructor’s area(s) of expertise; supervising
clinical practicum; and serving on departmental, college and university
committees. Tenure-track candidates will demonstrate the ability to engage
in research and scholarship in areas of expertise. The department is
accredited by the Council on Academic Accreditation through the American
Speech-Language-Hearing Association. Information about the department
is available at acu.edu/comm/disorders.
See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete
descriptions of these positions. In a letter to the appropriate dean or
chair, applicants should address their qualifications for the position.
They should include in the application a statement of how faith informs
their teaching; a discussion of their spiritual journey; a curriculum
vitae; transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work; and names,
addresses and phone numbers of five references. Review of applicants
will begin immediately and continue until the position is filled.
Nominations of and applications from qualified women and minorities
are especially encouraged. ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the
Churches of Christ. All applicants must
be professing Christians and be active,
faithful members of a congregation
of the Churches of Christ and deeply
committed to service in Christian higher
education. The mission of ACU is to
educate students for Christian service
and leadership throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate
in employment opportunities.
160309-0117
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OKLAHOMA CITY
even years and nearly 3,000
scarves — it’s beyond what
Jessica Estes could have
imagined.
One Sunday a month, Estes,
a member of the Memorial Road
Church of Christ, meets with a
group of women to make scarves.
These aren’t just any scarves.
Each one will go to a victim of sexual
assault.
“They say people are really
touched when they get them — that
it’s a reminder they’re not alone,”
Estes told The Christian Chronicle.
“Some of them will cry because it’s
so special to them.”
Karla Docter, senior director
of sexual violence prevention
and response for the YWCA of
Oklahoma City, praised the church
member’s efforts.
“I can’t tell you enough how much
this has had a meaningful impact on
the thousands of people that we’ve
served in our program,” Docter said.
That’s no exaggeration, she added.
Estes and fellow church members
have “literally affected thousands of
individuals and given them hope.”
Estes is the leader of a chapter
of Threads of Compassion. The
organization was originally started in
Chicago, but this chapter has knitted
and crocheted scarves for victims of
sexual violence in Oklahoma since
January 2010.
The seemingly simple scarves
can serve a
great purpose
in helping
victims of
abuse, Docter
said.
The scarves
are all handmade, hand
packaged and
prayed over
by volunteers.
A special note
is included
PHOTOS BY CHELLIE ISON with each
Jessica Estes crochets scarf to let the
recipient know
a scarf that will be
donated to the YWCA. someone
cares what
they’re going through.
“What it really does is it gives
them something tangible that
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Threads of Compassion
handmade scarves, produced by Christians, serve as reminders
for victims of sexual violence that they’re not alone.
BY CHELLIE ISON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE
A sampling of the scarves made by volunteers with Threads of Compassion. The scarves will be taken to the Oklahoma City YWCA.
they’re truly not alone,” Docter said.
Once packaged, the scarves are
delivered to the YWCA. From there
they are sent to hospitals in the area
where a team of specialists, who
work with victims of sexual violence,
let victims pick out a scarf.
“They’ll pick out their favorite
scarf that they see, and we tell them
the story on how these were made
by somebody who wants to support
you, who may be a survivor as well,”
Docter said.
This ministry started as a way for
Estes to use her talent, a way to give
back to the community.
“I was looking for a charity to
crochet for because I didn’t have any
more people to give baby blankets
to, but I wanted to still crochet,”
Estes said.
But it has grown into a deep passion
not only for her but for many of the

Threads of Compassion: See our video feature on
the organization at www.christianchronicle.org.
volunteers. The group has received
donations of yarn — hundreds of
skeins (a length used to measure
yarn). A woman from Michigan
donated 600 scarves to the cause.
Docter encourages others to follow
Estes’ example.

“I strongly recommend you reach
out to the local rape crisis center or
domestic violence shelter in your
area,” Docter said.
Threads of Compassion has guidelines for making scarves. Each must
be about five inches wide and 65
inches long, but can be of any color
or pattern.
In Oklahoma, each month
different women gather to be a part
of the work. For some, the project is
personal. For others it’s a hobby.
Estes said she doesn’t ask volunteers why they come; she’s just glad
they’re here.
“People’s reasons can be so
personal,” she said, “and I want this
to just be a fun, safe place for them
to come.”
FOR MORE INFORMATION see www.threadsokc.org
or threadsofcompassion.org.
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A gangsta’s hip-hop redemption
Rapper Anthony Nelson tells of his journey from crime and drugs to lyrical faith
OAKLAND, Calif.
ife as a noted Oakland rapper and
street hustler left Anthony Nelson
with a wealth of harrowing tales.
He rehashes them with an excitement that seems unbecoming.
He bursts into laughter
recalling how slow his friend drove
off though someone was shooting at
the car. One bullet crashed through
the back window between Nelson and
another passenger.
Voices
His voice rises as
he shares his intentions that time he
grabbed his gun out
of the trunk to finish
off a guy he and his
friends just stomped.
“I was about to ...”
Nelson says, filling the
Marcus Thompson unspeakable with widened eyes and a slow
shake of his head. “But he was already
out cold, so I was like, ‘Whatever.’”
Nelson’s retelling of his experiences
isn’t about reveling in ignorance. It
isn’t glory of the good ol’ days that
livens these ‘hood stories.
It’s relief. Thankfulness. Zeal.
The hip-hop artist, once known as
Ant Diddley Dog, now calls himself A.
Doulos, which comes from the Greek
word for servant. In his lyrics, he’s
honest about his sin — and about the
healing power of Jesus.
He brings me out distress, looks at
my affliction and pain, forgives all of
my mess, considers my insignificant
name. I was addicted to a terrible
arrogance. Then I was gifted with an
imperishable inheritance, and been
digging into his parables ever sinse
“There is a place for that type of
sharing,” Nelson says. “You already
know what I used to do. So you know
it ain’t me. It has to be some dramatic
intervention for this to happen.
“And I’m telling you who intervened.
It was the Lord.”

‘I THOUGHT BIBLE STORIES WERE BORING’
He has a new album, “The
Proclamation.” The 14 rhythmic

poems detail his redemption — its
cause, its purpose and what it’s produced. The album already is in rotation in the Bay Area.
“What A. Doulos is doing is important because he is fulfilling the Great
Commission, and he’s becoming
all things to all men to do so,” says
Jonathan Williams, pulpit evangelism
minister for the North Oaks Church
of Christ in Canyon Country, Calif.
“He’s speaking in a language and in
a way that reaches a certain
demographic.”
That demographic —
including urban youths
who listen to hip-hop
— is missing from the
church, Williams says,
“yet the church has
been reluctant to
learn the language
of that segment of
society.

“A. Doulos is a messenger for
people who aren’t reached with more
traditional methods. Plus, if you just
like good hip-hop, isn’t it even better
with a life-affirming message?”
Devin Bradshaw thinks so. The
20-year-old member of the San Pablo
Avenue Church of Christ in Oakland
loves “Rich Man,” an A. Doulos song
retelling Jesus’ parable of the rich
man and the beggar Lazarus.
“It was dope because of how he
was able to convey a Bible story
and make it relevant in today’s
world,” Bradshaw says. “At
that time, I thought Bible
stories were boring. But he
made it so much easier to
visualize the story. And
A. Doulos is a lyricist. I
love rappers with bars.”

A FRIEND’S DEATH ‘WAS MY SALVATION’

Nelson’s Damascus Road moment
happened in December 1997 on 98th
Avenue in East Oakland. That’s when
his best friend, Rappin Ron, fell asleep
at the wheel and crashed. Nelson made
it to the hospital in time to watch one
of the passengers — his best friend,
Ronnie Royster — die from his injuries.
Nelson shuttered himself in a room
at his baby mama’s house and let grief
have its way. In the dark, his knees
driving into the paper-thin carpet, he
wailed loud enough for the guests in
the house to feel his pain.
He cried like gangstas aren’t supposed to cry. That’s when he started
to feel the scales on his eyes.
He continued rapping, but it wasn’t
the same. He wasn’t the same.
“I used to think Ron sacrificed his
life for me before I understood Jesus’
sacrifice,” Nelson said. “His death
was my salvation before I understood
salvation because it kind of stopped
me in my tracks and allowed me to be
open to think differently. It changed
my perspective.”
With his partner gone, Nelson
continued to stay up late at night.
But instead of smoking and running
the streets, he watched “Shepherd’s
Chapel,” an Arkansas-based gospel
TV program. He grabbed his girlfriend’s pink Bible and followed along
with host Arnold Murray. Nelson
liked Murray’s straight-shooting ways
— and how he’d put callers to the
program in their place.

SEARCHING FOR A CHURCH

Eventually, Nelson responded to an
offer of a free Bible from the Latterday Saints. He started looking for a
church. He talked to a preacher he’d
known for years, finally willing to listen.
That didn’t last. He stopped at a liquor
store one night and saw the preacher
lounging. And he wasn’t evangelizing.
Scratch that church off the list.
Nelson and a fellow rapper, Carl
Martin, known as Mr. Ill, went to a
hole-in-the wall church with about 10
people. The church invited the visitors

PHOTOS VIA www.kerussomusic.com

In the video for “What He Said,” one of the tracts on A. Doulos’ album “Proclamation,” the rapper compares teachings of man with Jesus:
“‘Fornication is OK if you in love’ — that ain’t what he said. ‘Man is drawn away by his own lust’ — yeah, that’s what he said.”
to rap during the service — something
ployed with no high school diploma
Nelson didn’t even think was appropriand no ambitions.
ate. He never went back.
He started working for an industrial
Once he visited a church and joined
temp agency. That landed him at
a parade of parishioners for an altar
Chevron in Richmond, Calif., next to a
call. A preacher laid hands on them
fellow temp worker named Joel King.
one by one and they fell, supposedly
One of their conversations touched on
overwhelmed by the
the Lord. Next thing
spirit of God. But when ‘The music that he makes Nelson knew, he was
the preacher pressed
in Bible class at the
in six minutes or less has Civic Center Church of
Nelson’s forehead,
nothing happened. He
the Scripture profundity Christ.
nudged harder. Still
He was intrigued by
of a 30-minute sermon.’ the expository study —
nothing. The preacher
moved on. So did
how everybody opened
John Bradshaw, youth minister for the
Nelson.
the Bible and the class
Greenville Avenue Church of Christ in Dallas,
He determined to foldiscussed verse by
on the faith-filled hip-hop of A. Doulos.
low Christ and clean up
verse. It was just like
his life on his own. That
“Shepherd’s Chapel.”
meant no weed (smoking it or selling
Seven months later, he was baptized.
it) and no cursing. That also meant no
He studied with his wife, and she was
music, despite people in the industry
baptized. He delved into intense Bible
telling him that his group, Bad-Nstudy. He spent Saturdays in a baseFluenz, were stars in the making. He
ment he turned into a den. His wife
didn’t think he could be a servant of
brought him lunch and dinner while he
Jesus and make that kind of music.
dived relentlessly into the Word.
Nelson got married in 1999. He
His temp job turned into a career in
and his wife, Stephanie, a collegethe steel industry. He won custody of
educated media professional, had
his two youngest, pre-marriage chiltwo children together, giving him five
dren. Five years after his friend’s death,
by three women. But he was unemhe was the head of a suburban African-

American family that dressed up for
church. He taught Bible classes, led
songs, did pinch-hitting in the pulpit.
He was bent on baptizing his
friends, family and neighbors. He was
baffled by the lukewarmness of some
of the Christians he met, and he was
eager to check faulty behaviors and
correct errant doctrine.

HE ‘SATURATES HIS MIND’ IN SCRIPTURE

Despite his zeal for Christ, Nelson
still had a love for hip-hop — and an
urge to produce it.
He reconnected with friends in the
industry who could tolerate working
with a Jesus freak. Soon, he was rapping again. But instead of objectifying
women, he rhymed about their value.
Instead of robbing fast-food chains, he
talked about filling the void in his life:
My soul is famished, but with a hunger
not of this planet. I wish it would vanish,
but without God I guess I’m at a big disadvantage. So how could I manage the
damage sin has done to my mind and my
spirit? I know you can’t see my tears but
can you hear the crying in my lyrics?
He and two fellow Christians
founded their own label, Kerusso
Music, driven by a desire to infiltrate
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young minds with spiritual wisdom
through a medium they adore.
“To hear his music now, it is evident
that he is a man who saturates his
mind in the Scripture,” says John
Bradshaw, youth minister for the
Greenville Avenue Church of Christ in
Dallas. “The music that he makes in
six minutes or less has the Scripture
profundity of a 30-minute sermon. His
performances are inspiring to see live,
and his music is motivating enough to
push the loop button.”
In recent years, Christian hip-hop artists including Lecrae have pushed faithcentered rapping into the mainstream.
“It’s just so refreshing,” says Nicole
Hart, a graduate of Harding University
in Searcy, Ark., who works with youths
in the capital, Little Rock.
“We know they listen to hip-hop. We
know it is central to their life,” Hart
said of the children she serves. “It’s so
helpful and sensible to be able to reach
them where they are by infiltrating
what we know they like.”
Nelson’s favorite song as A. Doulos
is “Send Me.” It has emotional value
— in addition to a pulsing beat and the
piercing singing by former American
Idol star LaToya London, who worships at the Cusseta Road Church of
Christ in Columbus, Ga.
In the Bay Area, people still celebrate
Ant Diddley Dog as an underground
legend. Nelson doesn’t. He thought his
past sins disqualified him from being
a public proclaimer. Now he realizes
that God can use his gifts. That’s what
he declares as the song
blares “Lord, I’m ready.
Send me.”
“Watching Anthony
get back into his passion is beautiful,” his
wife said. “Creativity is
in his DNA. He has a
glow that is rubbing off
Stephanie
on everyone he comes
Nelson
into contact with.
Kerusso has allowed him to live his
purpose — rapping, writing, making
music, teaching people.”
MARCUS THOMPSON is a columnist who covers
the Golden State Warriors and other teams for the
Bay Area News Group, which includes the San Jose
Mercury News. He is a member of the West Oakland
Church of Christ and manager of Kerruso Music artists
Anthony Nelson and Jason Darden. Learn more at
www.kerussomusic.com. See videos and our feature
on Darden and his music as hip-hop artist Teech at
www.christianchronicle.org.
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W h ere we ’ v e b een

In Russia, a different kind of revolution
struggles are bearable only because
we focus on our eternal hope.”
ST. PETERSBURG, Russia
Dana Grubb, a church member
n the 99th anniversary of
from Texas, talked about the 14
the Russian Revolution, a
years of rejections from publishgroup of women gathered
ers she endured before she selfin Russia’s second-largest
published two books, “Used by
city to be inspired by a difGod” and “Changed by Jesus,”
ferent kind of revolution.
which detail lessons from the lives
The Neva Church of Christ
of women in the Bible.
hosted “Finding
Producing the
Hope,” a seminar
books challenged
focusing on nine
and strengthened
women in the Bible
Grubb’s faith, she
whose lives were
told the attendees
revolutionized
— and led to opporwhen they encountunities she hadn’t
tered God.
considered.
The women
As the sole copystudied — includright holder, she
ing Hagar, Rahab,
was able to give
Hannah, Naomi,
Eastern European
Ruth and the
Mission, a nonprofit
woman caught in
supported by
adultery mentioned
Churches of Christ,
in the Gospel of
PHOTOS provided by EILEEN EMCH permission
John — struggled About 25 women participated in
to translate
with issues such
the books
the “Finding Hope” conference.
as infertility,
into lanalienation and the consequences of
guages including Russian
unwise choices.
and distribute them to
“When we were invited to present
women in the countries
these lessons, we were told that
the ministry serves.
women in Eastern Europe struggle
Another U.S. church
with hopelessness and despair,” said
member, Melanie
Judy Bittick, one of four Americans
Griffin, conducted a
who traveled to St. Petersburg for the lively presentation
event. “Our purpose in coming is to
about various personshow that we have struggles too. Our ality types and how to
better relate to each.
She used research
from books including
“Wired That Way” by
Marita Littauer.
BY EILEEN EMCH | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

O

The presenters “didn’t just lecture
us, but shared how God has worked
in their lives,” said Sasha Fedoseeava,
a church member in St. Petersburg
and the mother two young boys.
“God sends us situations in which
we need examples to follow, like
the women we’ve been studying
in the Bible, like these sisters.”
Another St. Petersburg
Christian, Lyka Bolshakova,
said that the presenters
“showed us how God is
always at work, directing our lives.”
Despite the
below-freezing
temperatures of St.
Petersburg,
Grubb
said she
and her
American
sisters
felt the

warmth and love from the Russian
women, including Natasha Egirev
of the Neva church, who helped
organize the event.
“What a blessing to see
the depth of knowledge of
the women here,” Grubb
added. “They love to
learn.”
EILEEN EMCH is a church worker
in Rostov-on-Don, Russia.

The iconic domes of the Church of the Annunciation rise above the skyline in St. Petersburg, Russia, one block south of the meeting place of the Neva Church of Christ.
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ED AND VICKIE BASS travel across the U.S., working with small, remote churches in the tradition of a great encourager

On a Barnabas Journey of service

BY Lynn Mcmillon | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

C

all them “son and daughter of encouragement” for churches in the American West.
Ed and Vickie Bass, who have served
Churches of Christ from Kentucky to
Texas — plus Hawaii and New Zealand — have
a heart for the oft-overlooked mission field of
small-town USA. They founded The Barnabas
Journey to help remote congregations, including
those without full- or part-time ministers. They
named the ministry after the original “son of
encouragement,” described in the book of Acts as
“a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.”
The Basses spend up to a month at a time
with each church they serve. They preach,
teach and do whatever needs to be done — at
no cost to the congregation. Most importantly,
they encourage small churches to dream big as
they reach out to their communities.
Their base is Wyoming, the least-populous
state in the U.S., home to 32 Churches of Christ
with a combined membership of about 1,800.
Many churches have fewer than 30 souls in
pews on Sundays, Ed Bass said, and many are
at least 70 miles away from another Church of
Christ. Ed Bass, a graduate of Abilene Christian
University in Texas, has preached for churches
in Lander and Dubois.
Vickie Bass has spent most of her life in
Lander. For 36 years she served as a dietary
manager at a special-needs facility. She hunts,
snowmobiles and once served as a cook for an
outfitter that took groups through the majestic
mountains near Yellowstone National Park.
Their son, Kevin, lives in Maui, Hawaii. Their
daughter, Laura Jo, and her husband, Pablo
Sanchez, serve as missionaries in Santiago, Chile.
Explain the need you see for The
Barnabas Journey.
Churches sometimes need
encouragement to develop a vision
for what is possible. It has been
well documented that many of our
smaller congregations are closing
their doors and disappearing from
the landscape. Though the Barnabas
Journey does not always prevent
that from happening, there are
congregations where a little help can
make a big difference.
One of the goals of The Barnabas

sions about vision and growing, put
together 60 new chairs, done janitorial duties, counseling and other cool
stuff. But the most important thing
we do is listen and encourage.
Is there anything you won’t do
for a church?
Our ministry does not focus on
conflict resolution. There are brethren
who do that and do it well. We avoid,
as much as possible, focusing on what
is wrong, or who did or said what.
We are a ministry of encouragement.
That does not mean we are afraid of
difficult situations, but we prefer to
encourage and look forward.

Why did you decide to launch
The Barnabas Journey?
That is easy. Having ministered in
Wyoming, we saw the great need for
www.facebook.com/thebarnabasjourney
encouragement to churches.
Ed and Vickie Bass travel the U.S. on missions of encouragement for Churches of Christ.
Wyoming has some wonderful
congregations — Casper, Laramie,
church is planned ahead of time. But
Journey is to provide smaller
Cheyenne, Lander, Gillette, Cody and
what is most rewarding is discovering more. But like many of the Western
churches — and those who serve
vital ways to help after we arrive.
them — an opportunity to catch
and Mountain West states, there are
Some of the congregations have
their breath and renew their spirit.
also many smaller congregations.
a minister; others do not. At times I
For instance, when asked, I will do
In 2010, Vickie and I had the
have done all of the preaching and
the Sunday morning preaching and
opportunity to come to Dubois,
teaching and other times not as
teaching of Bible classes during our
Wyo., where I was blessed to serve
much. This has
stay. Vickie may teach a children’s
as the full-time minister.
been much more
Bible classes, a ladies’ class or even
Dubois at different times
‘We have conducted a
appreciated than
assist with a ladies’ retreat.
in its history had some
Vacation Bible School ... put growth, but by the time
we realized.
For those men who carry the
Members of
preaching-teaching responsibilities,
together 60 new chairs, done we arrived they had just
one congreit can be a refreshing break having
members.
janitorial duties, counseling a few
gation, with
someone fill in for them for a while.
Another influence in
Full- or part-time ministers may enjoy no full-time
and other cool stuff. But the my life was a man I never
minister, even
having a coworker serve alongside
Stanley Shipp. My
most important thing we do met,
told me they felt
them. Ministers of smaller churches
wife, Vickie, and her
is listen and encourage .’ family knew him. Some
we were overwork alone. They rarely, if ever, have
a secretary. Also, having someone to
thinking what
of the first converts
Ed Bass on the work of The Barnabas Journey in Dubois resulted
share their responsibilities may finally this ministry
allow ministers and their families to
could or should
because of him. Some
take a well-deserved vacation.
do. They wanted me to know what a
of the churches that were planted in
blessing just having someone to fill
Wyoming were because of him.
What do you do for the churches the teaching and preaching responMen such as Stanley Ship are why
you ser ve?
sibilities was to them.
many churches in the West came
We have been with five congregaWe have conducted a Vacation
into existence in the 1960’s and 70’s.
tions so far. Each church presents
Bible School for teens, assisted
Some of these churches grew and
different opportunities and responwith numerous church activities,
have done well. Others have not —
sibilities. A lot of what we do with a
made lots of visits, shared in discusSee BARNABAS, Page 20
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www.facebook.com/thebarnabasjourney

A house church worships near Cody, Wyo. Since the summer of 2016, Ed and Vickie
Bass have served small churches in Wyoming, Idaho, Nevada, New Mexico and Arizona.

BARNABAS: Serving forgotten churches
A series of dynamic sermonic messages by SwCC alumni,
including other gospel ministers. The Messages represent
the theme of the 79th Annual SwCC Lectureship:
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sometimes because of the economy.
The Dubois church is blessed to have
other churches support them. That’s
not always the case. Some churches
struggle because of their location.
They have been forgotten, grown
smaller. Some have closed their doors.
While in Dubois, Vickie and I had
opportunity to help and encourage
a few other small churches. One
day Vickie looked at me and said,
“Wouldn’t it be great if we could do
something like that full-time?”
Well, two years later, after talking
with some folks, lots of prayers and
God opening countless doors (we
keep a list of those doors, by the way)
that is exactly what we are doing.
What is the hardest part of the
ministr y?
Raising money!
The Cody Church of Christ, our
sponsoring congregation, has about
65 members and four elders. It is a
wonderful church. We have been
blessed to have other congregations
partner with them to help support
The Barnabas Journey. We especially
appreciate what the Jackson Heights
Church of Christ in Florence, Ala.,
has done to help this ministry. We are
blessed to have other individuals and
congregations assisting as well.

But it is not easy to raise funds —
especially when we try to describe to
others what kind of ministry this is
and why it’s needed. This is a ministry
you appreciate most if you are a small,
remote congregation. It also seems to
be harder to raise money for mission
work in the U.S. than for ministries
that serve overseas.
What has been the greatest
blessing to you from this
ministr y?
Very simply, being with these
churches and working alongside
their members. Their response has
been as much or more of an encouragement to us than any encouragement we have given them.
We have congregations booked
well into 2017, and we have enough
requests to take us through most of
2018. We live in our RV and work in
northern states during the warmer
months and in the southern states
in the colder months. We have to
consider our route so we are not
bouncing all over the place.
We want to work with congregations who believe they could benefit
from some encouragement and
assistance — and will allow us to
love on them where they live.
WEBSITE: www.thebarnabasjourney.com
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Newsmakers

Milestones
Dr. Tony E Roach Sr.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JUSTIN LACEY

Westbury Christian School students
thank Houston Police Department
officers for their service.

HONORED: Houston Police
Department with cookies baked
by Westbury Christian School firstgraders to show appreciation for
officers of southwest substation.
Milton Sewell, chancellor of FreedHardeman University in Henderson,
Tenn., as 2016 distinguished
alumnus by Harding University in
Searcy, Ark. Mark Brewer, member
of Memorial Road Church of Christ
in Oklahoma, with induction
into Oklahoma State University’s
Hall of Fame for the College of
Engineering, Architecture and
Technology.
CELEBRATED: AGAPE, faith-based
adoption, foster care and counseling
agency in Nashville, Tenn., marking
50 years of service.
APPOINTED: Bill
Pink, 1990 graduate of Oklahoma
Christian University
in Oklahoma City,
as president of
Grand Rapids
Community College Pink
in Michigan.
STEPPING DOWN: Charles
Nelson, dean of Faulkner
University’s law school in
Montgomery, Ala. He will resume a
teaching role on the faculty.
MOURNED: Tony Taylor, 48,
member of Wilshire Church of
Christ in Oklahoma City, died in a
Dec. 6 house fire.
NEW ELDERS: Mark Charles Drew,
Mark Cogburn Drew and Philip
Hamblett, West Bexar County
Church of Christ in San Antonio.

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

He came to Abilene in 1977 to earn
his Master’s degree from Abilene
Christian University, and he went on to
earn his Doctor of Divinity degree. He
was the first African American to earn
According to Dr. Tony Roach, his
a doctorate from ACU in the history of
retirement after 37 years was a great
the University.
opportunity to teach one of his most
The Minda Street congregation has
powerful sermons. “It gives the Minda experienced the favor of God in many
Street elders and myself as evangelist
different areas. In the area of spiritual
a chance to emphasize the “Passing
growth, which has always been the
of the Baton”
focus of the Minda
of leadership to
Street congregathe next generation, thousands of
tion.” Transitional
souls have been
leadership in the
baptized into the
Kingdom of God
body of Christ.
has always been
During the last 37
generational. All
years, Dr. Roach
of the accomand the elders
plishments that
have maintained a
God has blessed
“Sound Doctrine
the Minda Street
Training Program”
congregation to
and employed a
achieve pale in
“Biblical Model of
comparison to
PHOTO PROVIDED the Government
the passing on of Tony and his wife, Candyce, left, with Ian
Organization and
the legacy of its and Sherita Nickerson.
Development
leadership to the
of the Local
next generation. “As church leaders
Church,” which has been successful
we must lead beyond our current
in the training and equipping of evanleadership and look to prepare new
gelists, elders, deacons, preachers,
leaders for the next generation. If we
campus ministers, youth ministers,
die in our generation without success- music ministers, and their spouses.
fully navigating transitional leadership Currently, Minda has eight elders
to the next generation, we become
and their wives, and several deacons
generational failures,” says Dr. Roach. and their wives. Most of them have
We see this principle in the book
been serving for more than 25 years.
of Joshua; we find no mention of a
When it comes to physical assets, the
specific person that Joshua trained
Minda Street congregation has also
to succeed him, (yet Moses had
been blessed with tremendous favor
mentored and trained him for over 50
from God. Thirty-seven years ago,
years). The result was the scattering
the congregation started with nothing!
of God’s people, who were plagued
However, over the years, it has accuwith chaos and evil for several genermulated, and paid for, more than 4.5
ations to come!
million dollars in assets of land and
Dr. and Mrs. Anthony and Candyce
buildings.
Roach planted the Minda St.
When Dr. Roach retired on Oct.
Congregation on Oct. 26, 1979. He has 30th, Bro. Ian Nickerson succeeded
served as the evangelist of the church
him as the resident evangelist. Bro.
since the congregation was established. Nickerson is a spiritual son of Dr.
He was trained for 29 years by his spir- Roach and the Minda Street church.
itual father, Dr. John S. Winston, Sr.,
He was added to the congregation
in a Sound Doctrine Training Program. 25 years ago; and he has been in

Minister transition

the christian chronicle

ministerial training under Dr. Roach
for more than 20 years. He has also
been a student of the Sound Doctrine
Training Program at the Minda St.
congregation for many years.
After his retirement, Dr. Roach will
focus on his writing and his international “God’s Love Bank Ministry,”
as well as his new role as minister
emeritus and elder at the Minda Street
church.

Birthdays
Eva Clay, 102, North Canton, Ohio.

Anniversaries
Fern and Jerry Hill
60 years

Fern and Jerry Hill are celebrating
their 60th wedding anniversary on
Dec. 23. They were married in 1956
while students at Harding University.
After serving three churches in
Tennessee and Alabama, they moved
to Riverhead, N.Y., 51 years ago to
do mission work.
After the death of their oldest son,
Timothy, they founded the Timothy
Hill Children’s Ranch in 1976. In
addition to its work on Long Island,
in the fall of 2017 the Ranch plans to
open programs to serve young people
and families in Massachusetts and
Tennessee.
70th: Roy and Nina Robinson,
Martinez, Ga. 65th: Bill E. and Sue
Wilson, Edmond, Okla. 60th: Roger
and Shirley Hart, Emory, Texas.

Entries should be submitted to milestones@christianchronicle.org or call (405) 425-5070.
Rates and guidelines are available upon request (credit card preferred).
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Milestones
Memorials
Donald Carlos Bentley
1918 — 2016
Don Carlos Bentley, 98, was born
Aug. 16, 1918, to Jerome K. and
Fannie Bentley in Paluxey, Texas.
He passed from his earthly life and
into the presence of God on Sept. 17,
2016. He was the oldest child with
four younger sisters. Don graduated
from Arp High School in Texas and
went on to graduate from Harding
University in Searcy, Ark., in 1941.
He was working in Marshall,
Texas, and
preaching
at the
Church
of Christ
there
when he
met and
eventually
married
the love
of his life,
Melba
Rogers.
They
celebrated
their 70th anniversary before her
passing on Nov. 22, 2013. During
their marriage, they had two sons,
Don Rogers and Alan Cole, and one
daughter, Judith Karel.
Don served as a minister in Spring,
Texas, and later at the Highway 249
Church of Christ. He was also an
elder there until his passing. On occasion, he continued preaching and at
age 93 preached his last sermon.
Don and Melba lived for more than
60 years in Houston, and he held two
jobs during that time. He worked as
an accountant at Rice University for
more than 10 years. He then worked
at W.S. Farish & Co. for 30 years,
retiring from that job at 76 years old.
Don is survived by his children:
Don R. Bentley (Terri), Alan C.
Bentley (Kim), and Judith Williams
(Mike); one sister, Kearby Eudaley
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Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

of Thornton, Colo.; and numerous
grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
and great-great-grandchildren.
Don was a man who loved the Lord
and loved and served Him and his
fellow men his entire life.

Reece Vernon Boyd
1932 — 2016
Reece Vernon Boyd, 84, passed
away on Oct. 3, 2016. Born April
20, 1932, to William Reece and
Bessie (Brown) Boyd, of Kimball,
Tenn., he was the youngest of eight
children. He was preceded in death
by his parents, a brother, Paul, and
two sisters, Iva Stewart and Mildred
Crouch. Vernon was baptized at
the age of 16 at his home church in
Kimball.
Commitment and dedication were
pillars of Vernon’s life, exemplified in
his marriage of 62 years to his wife,
Alice Walker Boyd. They parented
six children, who survive him.
Vernon graduated from Marion
County High School in Jasper,
Tenn. He then attended Lipscomb
University in Nashville, Tenn., where
he received a bachelor’s in 1954.
On June 4, 1954, he and Alice
married. They moved to Searcy
Ark., where Vernon attended
Harding University, receiving his
master’s in New Testament in 1955.
After teaching at Lipscomb High
School for two years, they moved to
Memphis, Tenn., where he received
the M.Th. degree in 1960 from
Harding School of Theology. While
living in Nashville, Vernon studied at
Scarritt College and the University of
Memphis.
Vernon’s education prepared
him for both his profession and his
calling, evidenced in his accomplishments as a writer.
He wrote articles for various religious magazines and manuals and
authored two books: “Undying
Dedication: The Life of G.P.
Bowser” and “A History of The
Stone-Campbell Churches in

Michigan.” He was an organizer,
teacher and supporter of several
ministries, including Michigan
Christian Youth Camp, Wayne State
University Campus Ministry, Nhowe
Mission in Zimbabwe, Crusade for
the Churches of Christ and Lake
Geneva Encampments.
Vernon’s passion exceeded even
his most impressive accomplishments, as seen in his call and service
as a minister of the Gospel to several
churches: Eudora, Ark. (1955), Olive
Branch, Miss. (1957-1960), West
Suburban Church of Christ, Berkeley,
Ill. (1960-1966), Stony Island Church
of Christ, Chicago (1966-1971)
and the
Strathmoor
Church,
Detroit,
which
merged
with the
Southfield
church in
1984 to
become
Oakland
Church
of Christ,
Southfield,
Mich.
While preaching in Illinois, Vernon
studied part time at the University of
Chicago Divinity School. During his
tenure at Oakland, Vernon enrolled
in Harding School of Theology once
again, receiving a D.Min. in 1986.
Vernon retired from preaching
at Oakland on Dec. 31, 2001, but
continued to serve as an elder until
2012. His membership remained at
Oakland until his death.
However successful and accomplished in the various areas of life,
Vernon will be known most by all
those he touched for the life he lived
and the depth of his love for God
and all His children. His devotion to
biracial worship and cross-cultural
ministry spanned decades and made
him a leader in efforts to encourage
and increase racial reconciliation
among believers.

Each year, God’s Family Banquet,
under his leadership and direction,
brought together black and white
Christians to promote and reinforce
that we are foremost of one blood.
The beacon of Christ’s light and
His love that shone brightly through
Vernon’s life will continue to be seen
in and through the lives of those he
touched.
Reflecting and remembering his
love the most will be his survivors:
his wife, Alice; children: Christopher
(Mary), Elizabeth Lynn (Monty),
Timothy (Sandra), Thomas (Pamela),
Mary Boyd Dunn, and Julia Boyd
McLean, 16 grandchildren and 18
great-grandchildren; four siblings:
Clyde, Mary Virginia Lyons, Doris
Hardaway, and Faye Lofty; in-laws:
Eleanor (Gerald) Hurst, Ray Walker
(Marilyn), Tim Walker (Glenda);
and a host of nieces, nephews, close
personal friends and the Oakland
Church of Christ family.

Margie Hines
1927 — 2016
Margie Hines passed away Nov.
28, 2016, and entered her heavenly
home. Margie and husband Warren
were married 59 years before his
death in 2006.
Survivors are daughters Jan (Steve)
Plumlee, Joyce (Robert) Casselman;
grandchildren, Keitha Plumlee, Kevin
(Kristi) Plumlee, Ross (Megan)
Casselman, Roxanne (Jayton) Bailey;
great-grandsons, Kyle Casselman
and Bryson Bailey; her sister, Betty
(Kenny) Prather; and many nieces
and nephews.

Memorial/Honor Gifts
The Christian Chronicle appreciates and acknowledges generous gifts
received in memory of Rizel Bittle,
Doris Darling, Roberta Edwards,
Cordie Marzolino, Lois Potter, Cecil
Sullivan and in honor of R.L. Bailey
and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Why I support
Jacqueline“Jackie”Morue

JEFF MONTGOMERY

Deck the halls and boughs at Harding

At a Christmas lighting ceremony at Harding University in Searcy, Ark., President Bruce
McLarty turns on more than 100,000 LED lights to illuminate the campus for the holidays.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
LIPSCOMB UNIVERSITY

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Two Lipscomb
students with ties to East Tennessee
— Hailey Bryant Eason and Allissa
Leudemann — collected two truckloads of donations and nearly $400 to
benefit Gatlinburg wildfire victims.
“I have precious memories from
that area, and watching it burn truly
broke my heart,” Eason said. “I felt
God was calling me to help, even in
just a small way.”

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

LUBBOCK, Texas — Lubbock Christian
took a different approach to the
global #GivingTuesday movement.
Instead seeking donations, the
university asked alumni, supporters
and friends to pray for Lubbock
Christian’s students.
“What a wonderful gift for a place
that believes in the power of prayer,”
President Tim Perrin said.

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

OKLAHOMA CITY — Oklahoma Christian
recently dedicated a new nursing
classroom in honor of Donna
Eckhart, a pediatric nurse who
inspired patients with her constant
love and care. She died in 2012.

SOUTHWESTERN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
TERRELL, Texas — James Maxwell,
Southwestern’s vice president, is
putting together a book of sermons
featuring 25 ministers.
The “God’s Grace” project will
benefit the scholarship program at
Southwestern, a historically black
college associated with Churches of
Christ.
The books, which will be available in January, are $20 each plus $5
for shipping. Send checks or money
orders to: Dr. James Maxwell, P.O.
Box 1072, Terrell, TX 75160.

SENIOR CARE
CHRISTIAN CARE SENIOR LIVING

ALLEN, Texas — About 250 people
attended the recent grand opening
of Christian Care Senior Living
Communities’ new facilities in this
Dallas suburb.
The services include retirement
cottages, assisted living apartments
and “memory care” assisted living
apartments, spokeswoman Holly
Titsworth said.
The Greenville Oaks Church
of Christ in Allen donated land
behind its building for Christian
Care-Allen.

L

iving to age 93 has only
strengthened Jacqueline
“Jackie” Morue’s
faith in Christ.
The Oklahoma native
grew up in the Methodist church but started
attending Churches of
Christ after marrying
her high school boyfriend, Don, who was a
member of a Church of
Christ in Maud, Okla.
Morue’s father-in-law
gave her a pamphlet on
baptism and encouraged her to study the Bible about
salvation through baptism. After
reading Acts 2:38, “I knew I was
lost until I was baptized for the
remission of
my sins,” she
said.
That night,
aWednesday,
19-year-old
Morue was
baptized.
Eventually,
Morue and
her husband
moved to
Abilene,
Texas, where
they lived for
45 years. In
2005, after
her husband
passed away, Morue moved to
Arizona to be closer to her son,
who is an elder at the Canyon
Church of Christ in Phoenix,

wheretheybothcurrentlyworship.
She has donated to The Christian
Chronicle for 24 years.
Why do you
support The Christian
Chronicle?
Jesus told his apostles
to go and preach the
Gospel to the lost
sheep of the world.
That has been my goal
in life, to spread the
Gospel as best as I can.
I’m not very good at
trying to convert people
personally, but sinceThe Christian
Chronicle causes people to think, I
pass it on to others interested in
reading it.
Do you
enjoy one
section the
most?
I start out
on the first
page. There
are usually
three articles,
and I read
them first. I
go back into
the Chronicle
becausethey’re
continued in
the center.
I think they
mean the most to me because it’s
really news of interest.
I read the Chronicle pretty well all
the way through.

To make a donation or to find out how to bless the Chronicle through the
monthly Keepers program, contact Lynda Sheehan at (405) 425-5070.
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editorial

The price and prize
of Christian news

T

ouchy. Awkward. Those are words we
use to describe talking about money.
Still, there are times when financial
realities must be discussed. For The
Christian Chronicle, now is one of those times.
The newspaper industry is struggling.
Here in Oklahoma City, the publisher of
our local newspaper, The Oklahoman, also
has printed the Chronicle for the past six
years. But that publisher closed its printing
plant in September. The Oklahoman and
the Chronicle now must be printed 90 miles
away in Tulsa, Okla. That means higher
costs for transportation and delivery.
Printing, addressing and postage cost us
about $41,000 monthly — and that rises
steadily. Our staff is small — only five full-time
and three part-time workers. Yet the Chronicle
is the principal news source among Churches
of Christ. We’re blessed to have a growing
readership for our print edition, reaching
nearly 270,000 souls monthly. About 40,000
unique users per month read us online. Our
email newsletter has 27,000 subscribers.
We cannot adequately express our
gratitude for the years of faithful support
that many of you have given to make our
mission successful. But many readers
never have contributed.
We would love to see that change.
“Just cancel my subscription and save
money. I’ll read it online,” we often hear. In
truth, removing print subscribers saves us
little. And our online revenue — through
advertising and donations — isn’t enough
to sustain our mission.
Even with limited resources, our staff
produces a service autonomous churches
need. We have received more than 50
awards for writing, photography and
design. Since 2009, we have received the
prestigious Best in Class award from the
Associated Church Press four times.
We remain committed to quality Christian
journalism. Will you help make this a
reality? Rarely do we use this page to appeal
for financial support, but the need is real.
Please consider making a tax-deductible
contribution to the Chronicle before year’s
end. Please mail checks to The Christian
Chronicle, Box 11000, Oklahoma City,
OK 73136-1100 or find our easy-to-use
donation form at www.christianchronicle.org.
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‘It is God’s hand holding me up’
Doctors told Claire Fowler that she would need a kidney transplant by the
time she was 25. Her troubles began in 1996, when she and her father went
on a mission trip to Peru with a group from a Church of Christ in Washington.
The entire team became sick, most likely from food poisoning. After returning
to the U.S., physicians discovered that her kidneys were failing.
Fowler graduated from Oklahoma Christian University, became a teacher,
got married and had a baby. She made it past age 35, but recently her condition worsened, and she struggles to find a match for a kidney donation.
Still, she trusts God has a plan.
Because “I’m still able to work and ... I’ve been functioning with such little
kidney function,” she said, “I believe without a shadow of a doubt it is God’s
hand holding me up.” See Chellie Ison’s exclusive interview with Fowler and
learn how you can help her in her search at www.christianchronicle.org.

thelordismercifulandgracious.blogspot.com

Has technology hurt our civility?
stand for — sometimes with unfiltered thoughts.
What I miss is the respect shown toward one
another. I was raised in Thai culture, which teaches
us to listen to our elders. When we listen, we not
only gain knowledge, but we also get insight about
the speakers — where they come from, what they
believe and how they draw their conclusions.
James wrote his letter to Jewish followers of
Christ who were dispersed among Gentiles. In the
Canberra, Australia
midst of troubles and challenging circumstances,
he house was dark and quiet when I woke
he instructed followers of Christ to live lives that
up to the sound of rain. Joel was still deep in
reflect the glory of God. Be quick to listen, slow to
sleep. I carefully slid out of bed, put on my
speak and slow to anger.
faithful worn jumper and tiptoed into
Truth needs to be proclaimed. But often
In the Word
the kitchen. The gentleness of the morning
what we speak isn’t truth. Christ did not die
lingered in the air, and I breathed in the
so we can battle in wars of words. He died so
fragrance of the coffee, rich and dark.
we can be reconciled to God. He died so we
I wrapped my hands around the cup, and
can live as a witness of his love. If what we
I sat, still, dwelling in this moment of peace
say is not edifying the body of Christ, perhaps
and quietness.
we should take a vow of silence for a break.
We live in a fast-paced, microwave-it
A friend of mine once said to me, “Mink,
society. Everything is just a click away. We
I look forward to the time when we are old,
are wired and equipped to do multiple things
when we both will sit on rocking chairs with
Mink Gough
at the same time — talking to someone while
a cup of tea in our hands and recall all the
watching the news on TV and replying to a
things we have done in our lives.”
text message on the phone.
I still remember his words. They paint a picture
Digital technology has benefits. What would Joel and of simplicity and of peace.
I have done during the months apart if the only way
One day we will be old, and our voices will be just
to communicate was snail mail? How would I keep in
whispers in the wind. One day we will die, and no
touch with my family in Thailand through real-time,
one will care how we voted on the controversies
face-to-face conversation without Skype or Facetime?
of our day. What people will remember is how we
Technology allows news to travel faster than
treat them; how we show them respect, honor and
light. We learn about war in Syria, the election in
dignity. The world will not remember our words.
America, a nuclear program in North Korea and
They will remember our deeds.
the refugee crisis in Australia. We hear about a
gay marriage protest, a pro-choice campaign and a
MINK GOUGH, a native of Thailand, is a graduate of the South Pacific
movement in support of euthanasia. Everyone has
Bible College in New Zealand. Her husband, Joel, is a minister for the
an opinion, and we are quick to defend what we
Canberra Church of Christ in Australia.
“Understand this, my beloved brothers and sisters. Let
everyone be quick to hear [be a careful, thoughtful
listener], slow to speak [a speaker of carefully chosen
words], slow to anger [patient, reflective, forgiving];
for the [resentful, deep-seated] anger of man does
not produce the righteousness of God [that standard
of behavior which He requires from us].”
— James 1:19-20, Amplified Bible

T

JANUARY 2017

opinion

Answering the unheard cries of the elderly:
Advice for serving seniors and their caregivers

B

y 2050, the number of U.S. citizens age 65 and up the hands and feet of Jesus to these special seniors.
is projected to be 83.7 million — nearly double
Even the “Oldest Old” can become interactive. Don’t
the U.S. Census Bureau’s 43.1 million estimate
fall into the fallacy that they’re dull, overmedicated or
from 2012. Statistics and trends of an aging
prone to sleep. Once, I encountered a woman from
population are driving a rapid increase in care facilities my mother’s wing sitting in a common area reading a
— many of which are understaffed — and create an
Bible. To me, she always seemed withdrawn and quiet.
economic burden on the younger population.
But when I began to engage her I learned
Views
Because of the dramatic rise in the number
about her reading habits and spiritual backof people reaching 65, coupled with increasing
ground. Now she lights up when I approach.
life expectancy in the U.S., many researchers
We have great dialogues.
now divide this demographic into sub-popuIt’s not just the cared-for who need support.
lations: the “Young Old” (ages 65 to 74), the
As far back as 2002, the International Journal
“Old” (ages 75 to 84) and the “Oldest Old”
of Epidemiology noted increasing concern about
(ages 85 and up).
the future supply of long-term care workers,
Among the “Young Old” is the first wave of
nurses, home health aides and personal care
Baby Boomers. Born in 1945 and later, many of
attendants.
the Boomers reached full retirement age in 2011.
Bob Mize
“Unskilled paraprofessionals, who provide
Their sub-population soon will swell the “Old”
the bulk of long-term care services, are overcategory. Meanwhile, the “Oldest Old” is the fastestwhelmingly women and disproportionately drawn
growing sub-population due to their increased longevity.
from racial and ethnic minorities,” authors Joshua M.
These are more than fast facts. They are a call to
Wiener and Jane Tilly wrote. “Low wages and benefits,
ministry. The demographic realities of what’s to come
hard working conditions, heavy workloads and a job
must shape our response as Jesus followers.
that has been stigmatized by society make worker
Emotional problems of the elderly often increase
recruitment and retention difficult.”
with physical decline. Care facilities are full of resiHere is another segment of our society that is
dents and patients with deteriorating sight, hearing
begging for Christian outreach. Supervisors, nurses,
and mobility. The result? There is a huge need for
aides, kitchen helpers and cleaning personnel may
Christian ministry to the aging and dying, to the lonely comprise some of the most unappreciated and unnoand lost and their families.
ticed vocations in our culture. I make it a point to know
In his must-read book, “Being Mortal: Medicine
them, call them by name, joke with them, encourage
and What Matters in the End,” Dr. Atul Gawande
them and minister to them.
examines the inadequacy
Here are a few suggestions for ministering
of doctors and their practo the elderly and their caregivers:
tices to meet the needs
• Initiate visits to facilities for the
of our seniors. Gawande
elderly. Ask the staff
captures the purpose of
which residents need
his book in the epilogue:
special attention.
“We’ve been wrong about
• Volunteer. Helpers
what our job is in mediare needed in multiple
cine. We think our job
roles.
read our series, including stories of Christians caring for elderly parents and
is to ensure health and
• Be certain your
ministries that show compassion to those in need, at www.christianchronicle.org. congregation has an
survival. But really it is
larger than that. It is to
outreach to the elderly.
enable well-being. And well-being is about the reasons
The “Young Old” often are looking for meaningful
one wishes to be alive.”
service and gladly assist those who are a bit older.
Gawande’s book also sharpened my view of end-of• Pray for — and with — the elderly. Offering
life issues, hospice and palliative care. He challenges
prayer is such a vital outreach.
some of the conclusions our culture has embraced
• Have an adopt-a-senior initiative, either personabout aritificially and unnecessarily prolonging life at
ally, as a church or both. Celebrate special days, help
any cost. He implies that he would support euthanasia
with note writing, run errands, read aloud, pray with
if he could — a view I do not share.
them, and especially listen.
Interfacing with senior citizens provides profound
Take a moment to hear the cries for help coming
opportunities for compassionate Jesus servants to
from our senior citizens.
shine. When I visit my mother in assisted living,
attendants often mention how few of their residents
bob mize is a corporate chaplain for a company in Lubbock, Texas. He also is
have visitors at all. Walking those hallways can be
chaplain for a ministry to homeless families, a minister and freelance writer. He
depressing, but it should nudge us into service, to be
and his wife, Charlotte, worship with the Monterey Church of Christ in Lubbock.
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from our readers

Praise for editorial
on politics and Jesus
Amen! When we all get to heaven,
Almighty God isn’t going to care
how we voted or our political affiliation. (See “The politics of Jesus,”
Page 26, December.)
I know people, some family, that
were devastated with this election. I
look forward to our heavenly kingdom where pain or sorrow (or politics) will be no more. What a great
editorial and reminder.
Kathy Reardon | Champaign, Ill.

Helping the homeless
Our church in Santa Fe feeds the
homeless the first Sunday of the
month; other churches feed the
other Sundays. (See “Churches
become homeless shelters,” Page 1,
December.)
This really humbles you, makes
you have compassion for these
folks. They are so appreciative.
Kirk Beard | Santa Fe, N.M.

Finding faith in Europe
It is wonderful hearing the views
of young Christians in what is commonly called post-Christian Europe.
(See “Seeking sons and daughters
of thunder,” Page 3, November.)
I pray that God strengthens them
to make an impact in their respective countries and on the continent
as a whole.
The global Church of Christ sure
has work to do.
Sunday Akpore | Yenagoa, Nigeria

Thanks from South America
Greetings from Argentina. I want
to thank Let’s Start Talking for
sending several teams every year
here to Buenos Aires. (See “Can
people really find faith, just reading the story of Jesus?” Page 19,
October.)
Yes, myself and 40 percent of the
members here got to know Jesus
or the church thanks to the LST
program.
May Jesus keep blessing every
effort in his name.
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Pulpit Minister
The Alexander City Church of Christ
is looking for an experienced Pulpit
Minister to partner with our eldership
to spread the Gospel in our congregation
and community. A degree in Bible is
preferred but not required. We are an
a cappella congregation of 135
members with a desire to grow
spiritually and in number.
945 Tallapoosa St, Alexander City, AL 35010
Ray Kelly, elder, (256) 496-4398 or
Allen Baker, elder, (256) 750-1861
raykelly1@charter.net

Northeast Mission Field In Need
CHAMBERSBURG CHURCH OF CHRIST is
seeking a congregation willing to send a
missionary to south central Pennsylvania.
A small, aging church needs revitalizing
in a growing community.
Need a self-supported minister/evangelist
with applicable experience.
Chambersburg Church of Christ
PO Box 221, Chambersburg, PA 17201
(717) 261-0835 (leave message)
e-mail: cofc@innernet.net
or call Charles Lackey (717) 263-3662
www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds

Full-Time Minister
The Church of Christ in Lake Orion,
Mich., is searching for a full-time minister.
Duties would include preaching, teaching,
visiting and outreach.
Lake Orion is a growing community in
northern Oakland County with excellent
schools. We are an active congregation with
an average Sunday attendance of between
80 and 125 members.

If interested please contact:
Randy McClure
(248) 310-4456
rmcclure1958@gmail.com

Websites for Churches





Easy to maintain
Very attractive to visitors
Post audio sermons
Responsive websites
Check out these websites:
 bethelchurchofchrist.org
 eastsidechurchofchrist.us
 princetoncoc.org
 bluerivercofc.org
 greaterlansingcoc.org

682.587.7784

pstechgroup.org

F A C U L T Y P O S I T I O N S AV A I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. Seeking full-time faculty member. The successful candidate will have a
master’s degree in earth sciences or geology. Teaching experience is
preferable. Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, teaching
liberal arts courses.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr. Dennis Matlock, chair, at dmatlock@harding.edu or Box 12272, Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION. Seeking full-time
assistant professor of communication with specialization in film
and digital media production. The successful candidate will have
an M.F.A. (or other terminal degree) and professional experience
outside of academia is required. Teaching experience at the college
level is preferred. Responsibilities include teaching a wide range of
courses including video production, cinematography, photography,
editing and post-production with writing and theory courses possible depending on the candidate’s expertise; advising students in the
department; and serving on faculty committees as necessary.
Submit a cover letter, curriculum vitae and a representative
production reel (link is preferred) to Dr. James E. Miller, chair, at
jemiller@harding.edu or Box 10765, Searcy, AR 72149.
Additional openings are available in the following areas:
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences
Department of Pharmacy Practice
DEPARTMENT OF ART AND DESIGN
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY AND BIOCHEMISTRY
DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS (two positions)
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM DIRECTOR
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM
Please visit harding.edu/hr/jobsfaculty
for further information on these positions.

Dec. 12 The Holiday Luncheon
and Toy Drive. Capstone Treatment
Center. Madison, Miss. (866) 729-4479,
info@capstonetreatmentcenter.com.
Jan. 13-14 Medical Missions
Seminar, International Health Care
Foundation. Fort Worth, Texas.
(501) 268-9511, www.ihcf.net.
Jan. 18-21 Sunset Vision Workshop.
Sunset International Bible Institute,
Lubbock, Texas. (800) 658-9553,
www.sibi.cc/workshop.
Jan. 20-21 Church Involvement
Conference. Athens, Tenn.
(423) 920-3060, travisirwin@att.net.
Jan. 23 Jen Hatmaker. Oklahoma
Christian University, Edmond, Okla.
www.oc.edu/events/box-office/jenhatmaker.html.
Jan. 26 The Oak Ridge Boys.
Harding University. (501) 279-5777,
https://harding.universitytickets.
com/w/event.
Feb. 6 An Evening with
David Kinnaman and Gabe
Lyons. Oklahoma Christian
University. (405)425-6300,
www.oc.edu/organizations/
intergenerational-faith-center.
Feb. 23-25 National Urban
Ministry Conference. Raleigh, N.C.
(901)877-8568,
nationalurbanministryassociation.org.
Feb. 24-25 WINGS 2017
Conference. Harding University,
Searcy, Ark. (501) 279-4448,
www.harding.edu/events/wings.
April 7-8 2017 Central Florida
Men’s Retreat. Southside Church of
Christ, Oviedo, Fla. (407) 296-0155,
sscocorlando@outlook.com.
April 21-23 Senior Seminar.
National Association of Celebrated
Seniors. St. Louis, Mo. nacs2017@
yahoo.com.
April 29-30 Jackson Street Church
of Christ Homecoming. Alexandria,
La. Ed Denney; (318) 442-3785.
May 15-27 Literary & Hymn
Pilgrimage. Oklahoma Christian
University. England, Wales and
Scotland tour. (405) 694-0506; www.
oc.edu/pilgrimage.
June 2-8 Churches of Christ
National Lectureship. Atlanta. (770)
599-7430, questions@cocnl.com,
www.cocnl.com.
Aug. 26 Camp Manatawny’s 50th
Anniversary. Douglassville, Pa.
dave.garrett@manatawny.org,
(610) 689-0173.
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org
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Fred 2.0 gives business tools
built on Christian principles

T

welve years ago, Mark Sanborn,
serves as a manual for business leaders,
a motivational speaker on leaderschool administrators and community
ship development, introduced us to leaders on how to impart and incorFred Shea, a postal worker
porate the Fred principles.
In Print
who passionately loves his job
Sanborn dedicates individual
and genuinely cares about the
chapters to being a Fred leader,
people he serves.
building a team of Freds, raising
Sanborn’s real-life account of
a Fred Jr. and creating a commuShea, “The Fred Factor: How
nity of Freds.
Passion in Your Work and
Sanborn’s style involves
Life Can Turn the Ordinar y
sharing inspirational stories of
into the Extraordinar y,”
Freds in the workplace who are
became a best-seller — and
making an extraordinary differJosh Ketchum
inspired a movement of giving
ence and then sharing lists of
extraordinary service and
how the reader can put into
seeing value in relationships by “Freds”
practice the core principles at work in
across America.
these Freds.
Seeking to follow up on the success
Some parts of the book read like a
of “The Fred Factor,” Sanborn released
series of blog posts, which at times are a
“Fred 2.0: New Ideas on How to
little dry and overwhelming. Also, readers
Keep Delivering Extraordinar y
who are familiar with inspirational books
Results.” In his
on business may not
latest work, Sanborn
find much new informacontinues to promote
tion here but will find
the “Fred” principles
refreshers on tried-andof making a difference,
true principles.
focusing on relationFor me, the book
ships, and adding value
was an easy read that
in your job. Both books
served as a reminder
are invaluable tools for
of the usefulness and
businesses built on a
simple approach of the
Christian foundation.
Fred philosophy. This
“Fred 2.0” assumes
volume adds to that
the reader is
philosophy and helped
acquainted with “The
spark a renewed
Fred Factor” and its
interest in using the
principles, though
“Fred” approach to
Sanborn does provide
teach others about
some summary inforextraordinary living.
mation. He updates the
Readers who aren’t
reader on the real-life
interested in the Fred
Fred and shares typical
paradigm of teaching
H H H H H
core principles you
and living — and those
would expect in a self- Mark Sanborn. Fred 2.0: New
who haven’t read “The
help book — passion, Ideas on How To Keep Delivering Fred Factor” — likely
discipline, commitment Extraordinary Results. Carol
won’t find this volume
Stream, Ill. Tyndale House
and creativity.
interesting. There isn’t
Publishers, 2013. 182 pages. $14.80. enough unique content
Though Sanborn
doesn’t expressly
here for this volume to
connect them to Christ, the Fred prinstand alone, but it has lots of reminders
ciples are rooted in Jesus’ teachings of
and good suggestions.
living by the Golden Rule (Matthew 7:12)
and going the extra mile (Matthew 5:41). JOSH Ketchum preaches for the Seven Oaks Church of
The book delivers on its subtitle by
Christ in Mayfield, Ky. Read more reviews and commenproviding new ideas on how to inspire
taries on faith at his blog, “Life in the Kingdom: Seeking the
Fred-like behavior. In some ways, it
Reign of Jesus in our Lives,” at www.joshketchum.com.
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The art of beginning: Biography
shows pitfalls of a rash rush to serve
Spiritual discernment — contemplating God’s will for work
in his church that fits best with one’s personality and talents
— is not a subject with which I am familiar. Traditional church
occupations (pulpit minister, youth minister, etc.) are honorable, but not for everyone.
What we're
I realize now that there are innumerable
reading
roles that believers may fill in the church —
some we haven’t yet considered.
I’m reading “Reluctant Saint: The Life of
Francis of Assisi” by Donald Spoto. He uses
recent research about Francis without the
hagiography — biographical writing that idealizes its subject. I chose this for my research
on discernment, particularly for what I would
term “the art of beginning.”
Robert “Bubba”
Francis was a man of the world in medieval
Colquett
Europe. He lived a life of materialism and dissipation, resulting in struggles with malaria and
depression. After a failed business adventure, Francis visited
a deteriorating church. Sitting alone and broken, he repented
while peering at an image of a rejected and outcast Savior.
Immediately rising, Francis
wanted to serve. Here is where
Francis’ life provides insight on
distinguishing rashly beginning
and artfully beginning work in
the church. In fervor, he stole
costly fabric from his father’s
shop and donned peasant’s attire
to present it as a donation for
church repairs. He appeared as
a lunatic. His father locked him
in a dark storage room.
After weeks of confinement,
Francis managed to escape to a
cave. He spent the cold months
in solitude, making his way
out to sweep the floors of the
church. His father took him to
court for restitution of the stolen
Donald Spoto. Reluctant
goods. During the session,
Saint: The Life of Francis of Francis denounced his father
Assisi. New York: Penguin
and handed to him his clothes
Books, 2003. 288 pages.
and belongings.
Without formal, theological
studies and with no official position in the church, Francis
went about doing good and serving outcasts, eventually establishing an order that still exists today.
If I’ve learned anything from Francis, it’s that the art of beginning requires prayerful contemplation, not impulsive desires.
ROBERT “BUBBA” COLQUETT and his family worship with the Westport Road Church
of Christ in Louisville, Ky. He is an oblate associated with the Benedictines at St. Meinrad
Archabbey in Indiana and a preschool teacher.
WHAT ARE YOU READING? Share your thoughts on the books, music and films that
influence or impact your faith. Send your suggestions to erik@christianchronicle.org.
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New commentary sets the standard for Acts
cts is the Restoration
Movement’s book. From the
late 18th century, leaders of
the movement have displayed
an unmitigated interest in the
text. In the mid-1800s, the editors
of the American Union of Baptist
Commentary assigned only one
commentary to a
In Print
Restorationist, and
that was Acts to
Alexander Campbell.
Strictly speaking,
however, Campbell’s
1858 volume was
more of a translation
with extensive notes
than a commentary.
Tom Olbricht
The first major
Restorationist
commentary on Acts was written by
J.W. McGarvey, a former president of
the College of the Bible in Lexington,
Ky. Published in 1872, McGarvey’s “A
Commentary on Acts of the Apostles”
went through various editions and is
still available today through Gospel
Advocate’s Restoration Reprints.

147,000

McGarvey’s work has been considered the flagship Acts commentary
by many Restorationists through the
years. For those preaching through
Acts, however, a more helpful
commentary is one still in print by
H. Leo Boles, a former president of
Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tenn. (“A Commentary on Acts of
the Apostles.”)
Many other commentaries on Acts
have been published by Restorationist
scholars, but all of these have now
been superseded by the recent
commentary of Carl R. Holladay,
“Acts: A Commentary,” part of the
New Testament Library series.
Holladay has impeccable
Restorationist credentials, having
studied at both Freed-Hardeman
University in Henderson, Tenn., and
Abilene Christian University in Texas.
He holds a bachelor’s and Master
of Divinity degree from Abilene
Christian, a Master of Theology
degree from Princeton Theological
Seminary as well as a doctorate from
Cambridge University in England.

H H H H H
Carl R. Holladay. Acts: A Commentary
(The New Testament Library).
Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox
Press, 2016. 672 pages. $75.
The commentary proper
extends for 437 pages. The text
of Acts is divided into sections so
as to help the reader detect the

ongoing purpose of the narrative.
Each section includes Holladay’s
refreshing and somewhat colloquial
translation from the Greek text.
Especially important are the
comments on the text of Acts
because of the various questions
raised by the numerous manuscripts
and ancient citations. Because of
Holladay’s expertise in Jewish backgrounds as well as magic and the
demonic, the reader is introduced
to cutting-edge insights. His observations are especially helpful in
respect to the citation of the Old
Testament in Acts.
The prose of this monumental exposition is enlightening and straightforward. The volume should be at the
forefront among Acts commentaries
for many years to come.
Tom Olbricht has ministered for Churches of Christ
for nearly 70 years. He has taught theology to students
and administered at universities including Harding
University in Searcy, Ark., Abilene Christian University
in Texas and Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif. See
an expanded review at www.christianchronicle.org.
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Full-Time Minister Wanted
The Sheridan Church of Christ is currently
looking for a minister with a deep-seated desire
to cultivate and nurture faith, hope, and obedience
through love. The first requirement is that he be
a faithful Christian who is sound in the Word.
Additional skills and needed traits can be found at:

www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds
Please send three references, links to recent
sermons and your resume to:

PO Box 245, Sheridan, AR 72015
www.sheridancofc.org
SheridanARministerSearch@gmail.com

Jackson Street Church of Christ
Alexandria, La.

Homecoming
April 29-30, 2017
Attention past and present members:
Saturday we will have a fellowship meal
at the church building starting at 11a.m.
Sunday there will be Bible Study and
Worship starting at 9:30 am.
Please RSVP to:
Ed Denny at (318) 442-3785 (M-F, 8-11am)
If you need hotel information, please call Ed
and he can provide phone numbers.
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MINISTER SEARCH
Tullahoma, Tenn.

The Highland Hills Church of Christ
is prayerfully seeking an experienced, high-energy,
and self-starting minister with a strong work ethic
and a commitment to preaching and leading our
congregation in personal work with all age groups.
This loving, grace-oriented congregation of
approximately 120 members has four elders and
eleven ministry leaders. We are a talented
congregation ready to work with a minister who is
eager to teach boldly by word and example.
Qualified candidates must have a bachelor’s
degree in Bible or ministry from an accredited
Christian university and a minimum of ten years’
successful experience in a growing congregation.
The compensation package will be commensurate
with education and experience. For more information
or additional questions, contact Dr. Harder.
If interested in this opportunity, send a résumé
focused on training and experience leading personal
ministry along with two electronic copies of sample
sermons to the address or email below.

Dr. Ward Harder
shepherds@hhcoc.org
(931) 759-4315 or (931) 307-9204

237 Crimson Lane
Tullahoma, TN 37388

Want To
Advertise in
The Chronicle?
Deadline for the next
two issues:

January 13
and
February 10
Contact Tonya Patton
at
tonya.patton@
christianchronicle.org

®

Eleven volumes with over 1350 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com
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Ministry burnout is a real danger. Here
are ways to recognize and treat it in 2017.

W

hat is your preacher’s
state of mind? Does he
have enough time to study
and plan what he will be
preaching in 2017?
The preacher for my home congregation is very young. Visitors sometimes ask if he is a teenager. (He’s
actually in his early 30s.) He came to
the pulpit after working as a youth
minister for the church.
He has always been a thinker,
someone who seriously seeks a relationship with God. He is open to
conversations with anyone, and his
preaching invites people to further
study. He is creative and dedicated to
helping people draw closer to God.
He, like so many of his colleagues,
will serve the church with many years
of service — if he doesn’t burn out.
Creative people rarely acknowledge that they are overloaded. They
work late into the night, studying and
preparing lessons, and meet with a
troubled member of their congregation at 6:30 the next morning for
breakfast and prayer. They spend
their days encouraging other staff
members and helping craft new
programs to serve effectively.
I was blessed to learn about the
power of great preaching when I
moved to Tulsa, Okla., at age 13.
There, I had the chance to hear an
energetic evangelist who taught so
creatively and thoughtfully that he
forever changed my thinking about
ministry. He preached for the same
church for 25 years, yet he constantly
reinvented himself to be better at
helping people hold the mirror of the
Word up to their lives. Through his
example, I became more aware of
the need for churches to care for and
encourage their ministers.
I have seen the effects of burnout
on at least one great communicator,
and I dearly love the people who now
preach, teach and direct programs
for my congregation.
So I’m back on my soapbox, asking
churches and elders to be wise and
thoughtful in caring for their staffs.
Effective preaching is more
rigorous than most of us realize.
Preparation can average from 10 to
20 hours for a single lesson. Planning

a multi-part series requires weeks of
exploring and planning before work
begins on a single lesson. The larger
the church, the more psychologically
demanding the preaching.
We expect our ministers to deliver
compelling, relevant sermons every
week. We also expect
Insight
them to dream and
develop dynamic
plans to help
churches grow.
Staff members who
don’t preach also are
under much pressure.
Those responsible
for children’s educaBailey McBride tion carry an almost
impossible load —
selecting or developing curricula for
students from cradle to college and
recruiting and training teachers.
Those who teach and minister
to the church’s youths have neverending jobs. Developing meaningful,
life-transforming relationships with
teens requires countless hours of
coaching and encouraging.
We need plans of action to serve
our ministry staffs, and these plans
must begin with awareness of the
fatigue that follows service to others.
Churches should encourage and fund
continuing education experiences for
their ministry leaders — and provide
substitutes to cover their assignments
while these workers recharge.
The plan is the easy part. Elders
and church leaders must cultivate a
relationship of trust and patience with
ministry workers that allows them to
recognize the signs of burnout.
Ideally, the person responsible for
preaching should have a paid, sixweek leave of absence every five
years. The elders and the preacher
should work together on a plan so
that the preacher is not tempted to
go hold a meeting or something else
that will keep him from renewal.
Every year, a preacher should take
a week away from all duties to plan
preaching strategies for the year.
I urge elders and church leaders to
be proactive in looking out for their
ministerial staff.
COntact: bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org
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Everybody wants to be on a winning team.
But when the championship is won on the
field or on the court, there is still something missing. Sports can teach us a lot, but they can never
help us find ultimate happiness. The only true victory comes from being on God’s Team. So suit up and
hit the field because God’s Team is ready to play!

New Format—
Perfect for
Rotating Stations
or Traditional
Classrooms
Exciting
New Feature—
Interactive
DVD for Teen
Instruction

VBS 2017
Lesson 1: God Makes the Sun Stand Still
Everything
(Joshua 10:1-15)
you need including
Lesson 2: God Wins With a Small Army
workbooks, manuals,
(Judges 7:1-23)
name tags,
Lesson 3: God Gives Life to a Boy
aids,
visual
(2 Kings 4:8-37)
and more!
Lesson 4: Jesus Heals a Man’s Hand
(Luke 6:5-11)

Books by DON TARBET
“VISIONS OF TWO JERUSALEMS,” a fairly brief commentary on the Book of

Revelation, comparing the old literal Jerusalem which represented God’s people in
OT times, which was destroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70, in contrast with the “new”
Jerusalem, the church on earth and in its eternal destiny. Revelation is describing
the fulfillment of the prophecies of Matt. 24, Luke 21, and Mark 13. Cost is $12,
including shipping & postage.

“JESUS, GOD’S ONLY BEGOTTEN SON,” remembers Christ as “the only

begotton Son of God” as stated in the KJ, NKJ, ASV and NASV, in contrast with the
modern liberal versions which state that Jesus is just “unique” as God’s only Son.
This latter view has been championed by some professors in our Christian Colleges,
ad believed by many today in the church. You need to read it. Cost $10, including
shipping & postage.

“TARBET-BILLINGSLY DEBATE,” is the text of a public debate by Don Tarbet
and Dan Billingsly about the validity of the “four gospels.” These accounts contain
the teaching of Christ for the gospel age that teach fornication is the only justifiable
grounds for divorcing and remarrying resulting in adultery. Or, do they belong to the
OT, and all Jesus taught means nothing for us today. READ IT! Cost $12, including
shipping & postage.
PAYMENTS made by personal check or money order. No credit card or PayPal accepted.
FREE BOOKS by Don Tarbet & Anne Bell
1. “WITH THIS RING”
2. “BOUNDARIES, SAFE & SECURE”
3. “RAVENING WOLVES & A ROARING LION”

Mail to:

Maker’s Dozen

DON TARBET
215 W Sears
Denison, Texas 75020

12 Months (1 per month)
12 Automatic Mailings
12 or more Bible Cards
12 custom message cards
12 deliveries by US Post

Ready-Made
Craft Kits
Available or Make
Crafts with
Everyday
Items
Solid
Bible-based
material written by
faithful members
of the Lord’s
Church

Encourage others...

share your faith.

2 Months FREE
when you subscribe at:

shop.ethought.com/makersdozen

Order by Mail Form:
Send 12 mailings by USPS to:

Name: ________________________
Address: _______________________
City, State, ZIP ___________________
Custom message to accompany Bible
cards each month: _______________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Send $12 to eThought, 21001 N Tatum
Blvd, Ste 1630-420, Phoenix, AZ 85050
More info: makersdozen@ethought.com
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AT H E R I TA G E C H R I S T I A N U N I V E R S I T Y ,
IT’S ALL ABOUT SOULS.
Ser ving Bible Degrees since 1968!

256.766.6610 | www.hcu.edu | P.O. Box HCU | Florence, AL 35630
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