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For Lipscomb and
Don Meyer, a court
of reconciliation
BY MURRAY EVANS | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

It was a moment that would have
seemed improbable 12 years ago —
longtime coach Don Meyer walking
onto the basketball court at Lipscomb
University, with friends and university officials there to celebrate the
naming of the court in his honor.
As Meyer spoke while surrounded
by dozens of his former players, his
voice choked with
emotion — not just
because of his love for
them, but also his love
for the university at
which he worked from
1975 to 1999 before
leaving because of a
bitter disagreement
Meyer
over athletic affiliation.
“I made a lot of mistakes coaching
here, but we did a good job of getting the right kind of guy to come to
Lipscomb,” Meyer told the crowd during halftime of a Lipscomb-Kennesaw
State game at Allen Arena on
Lipscomb’s Nashville, Tenn., campus.
“All these guys are important to
me,” he said. “As you get old and
you can’t coach anymore and you’re
See MEYER, Page 12

Fear and faith
AS KENYA BATTLES ISLAMIC TERRORISTS from Somalia, a Church of Christ prays
for opportunities to take the Gospel to its increasingly Muslim neighborhood.
ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Young Muslims, many from Somalia, walk the streets of Nairobi’s Eastleigh neighborhood near the meeting place of a Church of Christ.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

NAIROBI, Kenya — A Sunday morning
drive in this East African capital is a
journey through a sea of burqas.
Young Muslim women tiptoe through
the muddy streets of the neighborhood
known as Eastleigh, dressed in long,
flowing Islamic garments in shades of

yellow and baby blue. In sandaled feet,
children at their heels, they navigate
the massive craters that dominate the
streets. Recent rains turned the potholes
into lakes, bringing traffic to a standstill.
Many of the Muslims come here from
neighboring Somalia, a lawless land
where Kenya recently deployed troops
in pursuit of an Islamic terrorist group.
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In Eastleigh, hand-painted signs denote
what buildings are — and aren’t — for
sale. Somalis have bought much of the
neighborhood’s real estate, presumably
with money plundered by pirates.
Among the signs is one that reads
“Nairobi Church of Christ, Eastleigh ...
Meets Here. Everyone Is Welcome.”
See NAIROBI, Page 10
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The
Bible
Can
Change
A
Nation
For Good.
More and more of Ukraine
wants the Bible
in their Public Schools.
It is becoming part of their
school curriculum.
Two more states,
Rivne and Poltava, Ukraine
are asking for bibles.
Over 283,000 students in
1,494 Public Schools.
We’ve been called.
And we will be there.
So can you.
With the Bible.
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Pain, suffering
and God’s plan
in wife’s illness

M

y family left church
early on a recent
Sunday morning.
After the Lord’s Supper, we
just got up and walked out.
It wasn’t that we were
hoping to avoid the sermon.
Our friend Randy Roper,
who was
Inside Story preaching
that day,
always
blesses us
with his
practical,
biblical
messages.
Nor was
it that we
Bobby Ross Jr.
needed to be
somewhere
more important. Seriously,
where would that be?
Rather, my wife, Tamie,
was hurting. She had a
little, plastic bag of ice
pressed against her left
wrist, and I could tell how
uncomfortable she was.
“Do you want to go?” I
asked.
She nodded.
Our family has experienced
an interesting — for lack of
a better description — year
and a half as Tamie has dealt
with anemia, fatigue, swelling, inflammation and joint
problems related to rheumatoid arthritis, Sjogren’s
syndrome and lupus.
The medical professionals have tried a number of
pills and shots — and now
infusions — to get Tamie’s
illness into remission and
control the pain and inflammations so that there’s no
permanent damage to joints
and organs. (I’m not a doctor, but that’s my rudimentary understanding.)
See EMPATHY, Page 4

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Where the Central Church of Christ in Tuscaloosa, Ala., once stood, there’s a clear view. A Baptist church and a school can be seen in the background.

After the tornado: $2 million short
AN ALABAMA CONGREGATION played a leading role in disaster relief efforts
after a killer twister, but now the church finds itself in need of help.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — The slab.
That’s about all that remains of the
Central Church of Christ building.
But in the aftermath of the April 27
tornado that claimed more than 50 lives in
this west-central Alabama city, the congregation turned its back on its own massive
pile of bricks and steel.
Instead, members looked outward — to
the hurting community — as they worked
to feed, clothe and provide physical and spiritual support to thousands of storm victims.

“There’s been quite a few conversions,”
preacher Lee Jamieson said. “But the
primary difference was
when you told people, ‘We’re
with the Churches of Christ,
and we’re here to help you.’
You could see by the looks
on their faces that they
knew something special was
happening because we had
suffered alongside them.”
Jamieson
Now, eight months after
transforming its devastated property into
a disaster relief center, the 300-member

church finds itself about $2 million short of
the funds needed to replace its own building,
leaders told The Christian Chronicle.
“We’ve been the source of disaster
relief,” said Bill Rayburn, one of the
church’s five elders. “Now, we’re in need
of some relief of our own.”
The church, about a mile south of the
University of Alabama campus, had insurance, but the coverage fell short, said Rick
Hatfield, a finance committee deacon.
While insured damages exceeded $4
million, he said, the estimate to rebuild a
comparable facility is $6.5 million.
The original cinderblock auditorium was
built in the 1960s, with additions over the
years. The tornado also destroyed the
See ALABAMA, Page 14

Finalists named for presidency of Oklahoma Christian
OKLAHOMA CITY — A national search
committee has named two finalists
to succeed Oklahoma
Christian University
President Mike O’Neal,
who will retire at the end of
the academic year.
Both candidates, John
deSteiguer and Allison
Garrett, already serve as
senior vice presidents for
deSteiguer
the 2,200-student university.
DeSteiguer is senior vice president
for advancement. He was recruited to
Oklahoma Christian in 2002 as part of

O’Neal’s new administration.
At the time, deSteiguer was a senior
development officer at
Northeastern Oklahoma
State University. He
brought his fundraising
acumen, leadership gifts,
passion for higher education and love for students
and over the next decade
helped the university raise
Garrett
gifts topping $100 million,
the search committee said.
Garrett is senior vice president for
academic affairs. An Oklahoma Christian

alumnus with two law degrees, Garrett
came to work at her alma mater in 2007
after serving on its board of trustees and
as a law professor at Faulkner University
in Montgomery, Ala.
Her professional experience includes
a decade with Wal-Mart Stores Inc. in
Bentonville, Ark., where she served as vice
president of benefits compliance and planning, vice president and general counsel,
corporate division, and assistant secretary.
She oversaw large staffs and had budgetary
responsibility for more than $550 million.
For more details on the candidates and
the search process, see www.oc.edu.
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EMPATHY: Illness brings compassion for others
on our church’s annual spring break
Unfortunately, we’re not there yet.
mission trip.
We’re still praying, still hoping for the
Now, she has figured out, she can’t
best and still putting our faith in God.
run anymore.
We’re so blessed with caring Christian
At the same time, Tamie’s experience
brothers and sisters and Christian
has made her — and her husband —
Chronicle colleagues who offer constant
much more aware of people for whom
support and understanding — even as,
illness seems interminable.
in some cases, they deal with much
Of course, my wife always has been an
more trying diseases and circumstances exceptionally caring person. Her husband
in their own lives and families.
drives with one hand on the steering
Before writing this, I had to promise
wheel and the other on the horn. She, on
Tamie not to portray her as “too perthe other hand, seems to keep her right
fect” or “too pitiful.”
foot close to the brakes — just in case
The fact is, nobody’s perfect.
she sees an opportunity to provide an
But my wife of 21 years
opening for another driver
amazes me with her
to enter the roadway.
resiliency and resolve.
Tamie’s recent experiI don’t know if it has
ence has served only to
something to do with
heighten her concern and
her medication, but
compassion for others.
we’ve never had fewer
“The slower pace has
dirty dishes in the
forced me to focus on
kitchen or less unfolded
other ways to encourage
laundry in the clothes
people,” she told me. “I
basket than the last few
find myself searching
months. We need to
out people who are hurtfigure out which pill is
ing or need a personal
causing this and order a
message, to send them
permanent supply! (Just
notes, texts, Facebook
BOBBY ROSS JR. messages. I knew they
joking, babe.)
Tamie Ross, with a friend during a needed those words
Tamie’s illness also
has disrupted her sleep- 2008 trip to Montana.
before, I’m sure, but I
ing patterns.
was moving too quickly
For a while, she was going to bed at 9
to stop and share them.”
p.m. and waking up by midnight. Come
Finally, Tamie shared with me, those
to think of it, maybe that’s when she
who pray so faithfully on her behalf
found time to keep working a full-time job humble and inspire her.
and clean up after her messy husband
“I’m not a mushy person,” my wife
and three children (the oldest is away at
said, “but I get teary when I think of the
Oklahoma Christian University but manfriend who sets a reminder on her phone
ages to make the 10-mile drive home for
so that she remembers to lift me up to
Mom’s cooking quite frequently).
our Father every morning at 9.”
Perhaps one small blessing of this
I, too, pray for my wife. Often, I plead
recent turn in my wife’s life has been the for God to return our lives to the way
opportunity to slow down, just a little.
they used to be. In my less selfish
Before now, she — like many of us — moments, I simply ask the Lord to reveal
ran all the time, be it sponsoring field
his plan in Tamie’s present sufferings.
trips at our kids’ schools or driving a
van full of college students to Mexico
CONTACT bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org.
FROM PAGE 3
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Multiple Faculty Positions

	
  

All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to
Christ-centered Liberal Arts education and Christian service.

Faulkner University continually seeks talented, high energy individuals to help us
succeed in these times of growth and we are excited to announce the following open
positions. Faulkner University anticipates continuing our recruitment activities in the
near future and we invite you to visit www.faulkner.edu for updated information.

Accounting
Communication / Journalism
Counseling
Education
Management
Marketing
Academic rank for faculty positions will be based upon education and experiential
qualifications according to University policy. These positions are full-time, 9-months.
The candidates selected must be available to assume the duties of the positions Fall of
2012. Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled. The review of
applications will begin immediately.

Additional details regarding these positions, including application
requirements, are available on Faulkner’s website: www.faulkner.edu
Faulkner University  5345 Atlanta Hwy  Montgomery, AL  36109
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ARIZONA

GLENDALE — Free car care was provided
to widows and single mothers during a
recent “Oil Change Saturday” project by
the men of Northwest Church of Christ.
Fifteen women received oil changes,
along with tire inflation checks, window
cleanings and interior vacuuming.
Eleven of those helped were women
from the community.
The Northwest ladies class made gift
baskets that included cards about the
church, flashlights, window visor tissue
holders, hand lotion and hand sanitizer.
“A number of the guys who participated had never changed oil,” senior
minister Wyane Atkinson said. “It was
a great opportunity for them to learn a
practical skill from a godly mentor.”

COLORADO

DENVER — The nationally known television program “In Search of the Lord’s
Way” has begun airing at 7:30 a.m.
Sundays on KCDO-TV.
“This is our return to Denver after a
long absence in that area, and we are
excited to be back on the air,” Search
staff member Craig Dodgen said.
The ministry, featuring speakers
Mack Lyon and Phil Sanders, is sponsored by the Edmond Church of Christ
in Oklahoma.

FLORIDA

RIVIERA BEACH — The New Avenue
“S” Church of Christ opened its new
building recently, seven years after its
former facility was destroyed by hurricanes, WPBF.com reported.
Hurricanes Francis and Jean tore
through south Florida in 2004, taking
the church building with them.
“Through seven years of difficulty, we
have come out with a better building
with better technology,” minister
Jonathan Young said.

MICHIGAN

YPSILANTI — Gary L. Vaught, the Ypsilanti
Church of Christ’s minister for nearly
four decades, died Dec. 12 after a twoyear battle with brain cancer. He was 73.
“I already miss him so much, but I
have my wonderful memories of the
love and life we shared for 52 years,” his
widow, Jane Vaught, wrote in an e-mail.
“Gary is home safe, just what he worked
for and prepared himself for all his life.
“Please pray for me that I can endure
the pain of not having him with me any

KAREN PULFER FOCHT, THE COMMERCIAL APPEAL (MEMPHIS, TENN.)

Tennessee museum illuminates biblical archaeology, culture

Don and Nancy Bassett helped to start the Museum of Biblical History on the Collierville Town Square in Tennessee. Don Bassett, a retired Church
of Christ minister, saw a need for a place for people to learn biblical archaeology and culture. “What you’re talking about is a museum,” his wife told
him, the Memphis Commercial Appeal reported. The museum is in its 15th year of operation. Don Bassett serves as the museum’s chairman and still
preaches frequently. He and his wife are members of the Powell Road Church of Christ in Collierville. Jacob Shock, the museum’s executive director,
attends the Holmes Road Church of Christ in Memphis. For more information on the Museum of Biblical History, see www.biblical-museum.org.
more,” she added. “I know the Lord will
find a way for me.”

OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA CITY — Four Churches of
Christ — Britton Road, Northeast,
Oakcrest and Southwest — recently
received $2,275 in grants to provide
meals to homebound seniors through
the Mobile Meals program.
“Mobile Meals is a vital service for
the homebound elderly,” said Nancy
B. Anthony, executive director of the
Oklahoma City Community Foundation.
“We truly appreciate the commitment
from all of the churches ... and the volunteers who make the program possible.”

TENNESSEE

BRENTWOOD — No cake and punch
for Ken Switzer to celebrate his 60th
birthday.
Instead, the Otter Creek Church
of Christ elder planned to mark the
occasion by running 60 miles around

Nashville. The run, slated a few weeks
before Switzer’s actual birthdate of Jan.
31, was designed to raise money for the
Living Water Project, a ministry of the
Otter Creek church.
Living Water has funded construction of 43 clean water wells in 12 developing nations, such as India, Haiti,
Guatemala, Kenya and Sudan.
For more information, see theliving
waterproject.us.

TEXAS

ROCKWALL — Clyde Smith, a deacon for
the Eastridge Church of Christ, maintains a vegetable garden on the church
property.
With help from other volunteers,
he tends a quarter-acre plot, church
member Dorothy Peters said.
“Produce is available to church
members at no cost on Sundays,”
Peters said. “On Monday, a portion is
donated to a social service agency that
tends to the poor of Rockwall County.”

s p otlight

Minnesota missionary
HIBBING, Minn. — For more than 50
years, Leroy Murphy has ministered
with the Hibbing Church of Christ.
Murphy, 88, said building solid
relationships has been the key to the
northern Minnesota mission effort
launched in 1961.
“We began
connecting with the
community through
radio, Bible correspondence courses
and home Bible
studies, but especially through serving
Murphy
people in the community,” Murphy said. “We looked for
practical ways to help people, like
repairing homes ... and even going
fishing with those who had never
entered a church building.”
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Drive-through drama follows
Christ ‘from birth to ascension’
ARKANSAS

BY MIRANDA WILCOX | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SHEPHERDING

CONFERENCE
M a r c h 2 n d - 3 r d, 2 0 1 2

Grown-up Churches:

Fee is $40 per person
($70 for a married couple)
Hosted by Pleasant Valley Church of Christ

Register & Pay at www.pvcc.org
speakers

|

|

Jerry & Lynn Jones Carlus GUpton VANN Rackley

We’re excited to be searching
for a pulpit minister to replace
our minister, who is retiring
after 12 years. We are a growing and vibrant congregation in
suburban Fort Wayne, IN.
See www.southwindschurch.
org for complete information.
Send resume to
mruiz@huntington.edu.

HOUSTON — The soft glow of twinkling
Christmas lights illuminates the scene
of Jesus’ birth. Cars and trucks full of
yuletide spectators — and a few hayrides — pass an angelic choir bathed in
otherworldly brightness.
Then the scene changes, and motorists hear the cries of children clamoring to see a full-grown Jesus. They
watch as he heals the sick and angers
the Pharisees. They hear his cries of
anguish as he is nailed to the cross.
Then, they see a risen Savior.
The unique drive-through experience is an annual outreach of the
West Houston Church of Christ. The
weekend before Christmas, the church
presents “Celebrate Jesus.”
Driving their own cars or riding on
church-provided hayrides, more than
2,000 guests observe key scenes in the
life of Christ and interact with Bible
characters, church leaders said.
Roughly 200 volunteers from the
West Houston congregation stage the
event, which just finished its fifth year.
The drive-through production also
features animals, including lambs and a
1,000-pound camel named Gunther.
“I enjoy the whole travel through
Jesus’ life,” visitor Mary Gutierrez said.
“It’s not just about Christmas. That’s
just the beginning.”
The journey occurs outside in the
cold night air with stations set up all
around the church, each booth depicting a different event in the Savior’s life.
Church member Ken Fulfer said
“Celebrate Jesus” is different from
many productions that focus only on
Christ’s birth.
“We have a scene obviously that celebrates his birth, but we have scenes
that celebrate his death and resurrection,” Fulfer said. “So we’re wanting
to give this community a snapshot of
Jesus’ life from birth — not to the grave
— but birth to ascension. And that’s
what makes it special.”
The inspiration for “Celebrate Jesus”
came from a small church in Port
Orchard, Wash., that Fulfer and deacon
Norman Brinkley attended before moving to Houston. They brought the idea

BOB WARD

Jesus preaches the Sermon on the Mount
during the drive-through “Celebrate Jesus.”

with them.
“It’s incredible,” Brinkley said. “Just
the whole experience ... We added hayrides three years ago, and that allowed
us to run more people through.”
The goal, Fulfer said, is to “lift Jesus
up.”
“Scripture says when Jesus is lifted
up, he will draw men unto himself,
so that’s what we’re doing,” he said.
“We’re just lifting Jesus up, telling his
story, and letting God take care of it
from there.”
West Houston elders pray with motorists after they drive through the parking lot.
“For me, it’s such a great outreach
because we’re reaching deeper into the
community that’s directly connected with
the church,” elder Cary Simonds said.
“We’re touching a lot of lives that
wouldn’t normally come through the
church door,” he added. “I’ve met several people that were introduced to the
church through ‘Celebrate Jesus.’”
The smiles on the visitors’ faces, the
stories that church members get to
share, the camaraderie among the volunteers — Simonds said all that “helps
build community inside of our own
congregation.”
“So it’s kind of a dual peace,” he said.
“We reach out, but yet we get to reach
in.”

february 2012
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Churches with instrumental
services return to directory
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Some Churches
of Christ that formerly practiced a
cappella worship exclusively — but
have since added instrumental services
— will be included in the 2012 edition
of “Churches of Christ in the United
States.”
The directory,
published by Nashvillebased 21st Century
Christian, omitted from
its previous edition in
2009 several congregations that added instruments, including the
Royster
Richland Hills Church of
Christ in Texas — the largest Church
of Christ in the nation in terms of
adherents.
Carl Royster, data compiler for the
directory, said that the new edition
addresses “issues involving a small
number of congregations left in a statistical ‘no man’s land.’”
A cappella Churches of Christ are
one of three groups descended from
the Restoration Movement of the 19th
century. The second is the instrumental
Christian Churches/Churches of

Christ, and the third is the Disciples of
Christ.
Previously, researchers thought that,
when a cappella Churches of Christ
added instruments, they essentially
became part of the second group,
which maintains its own directory.
But some churches, although they’ve
added instruments, continue to identify
with a cappella churches, Royster said.
Such churches, including Richland
Hills (now The Hills Church of Christ),
will be included in the 2012 directory
and designated as having instrumental
services.
News of the change on The Christian
Chronicle’s blog drew mixed comments.
Some church members applauded
the change while others, who believe
the Bible does not authorize instrumental music in worship, expressed
disappointment.
“The directory does not take positions on theological issues,” Royster
said. “Instead, it is a simple resource
for church members.”
JOIN THE DISCUSSION at www.christianchronicle.
org/blog.

Pennsylvania church serves homeless
POTTSTOWN, Pa. — The Chesmont Church
of Christ, which meets on the campus
of Coventry Christian Schools, is
working to reach out to its community.
The church’s endeavors include
helping the homeless and working with
residents of a government-subsidized
housing project.
Coventry Christian Schools has partnered with the church in a program
called Project Purpose, which involves
feeding children at the school and
providing tutors.
“We truly want to reach our community for Christ,” Chesmont church elder
Doug Edwards said.
“One of the things we have learned
as we have worked with the homeless
is that it is important to partner with
community organizations,” Edwards
added. “They have expertise, and it is a
big undertaking that you cannot easily
do alone.”

Church member Andy DeJesus has
been active in all the congregation’s
efforts, Edwards said.
DeJesus, his wife, Lucy, and their
children — Kristian, 16; Caleb, 11; and
Ciara, 6 — were featured in a recent
story in The Mercury, a Pottstown
newspaper.
The family has been acting on a
growing awareness that there is more
to life than nice cars, cable television
and self-involvement, the story said.
Real fulfillment, the family has found,
comes from helping others and particularly, those who need the most help.
“I was always complaining that
there were so many hypocrites in the
church,” DeJesus told The Mercury.
“Little did I know I needed to start with
myself. I was the first example I needed
to start with.”
Coventry Christian Schools is associated with Churches of Christ.
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MISSIONS
Ramon Gonzalez defines the concept of Heritage
Christian University missions. After participating in the HCU campaign program each semester
as a part of his curriculum, he knew that he was
capable of leading his own mission team. And
he knew just where to take them. In 2009, he
organized a team of HCU students to join him in
his home country of Peru, where they conducted
Bible studies and did outreach. Now, as an
HCU alumnus and graduate student, he is
planning a second trip. From
being led to leading... that’s the goal of
the Christian Service and campaign
programs. Ramon plans
to return to Peru after
graduation, but he
will have left a legacy
of leadership... and a
dream in the hearts of
other students. That’s
the type of missions
experience you can
expect from HCU.
It’s our focus.
www.hcu.edu w 256.766.6610 w 800.367.3565
3625 Helton Drive w P.O. Box HCU
Florence, AL 35630

7

8

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FEBRUARY 2012

AUSTRALIA

sp o tli g ht

Melbourne — “More than Conquerors:
Lessons from Joshua” was the theme
of Camp Revive, a three-day retreat for
teens and young adults of the Belmore
Road Church of Christ.
Missionary intern Daniel Lauer spoke
at the retreat and his wife, Chelsey, led
a devotional for women.

‘Seoul-ful’ prayers
for North Korea

BELARUS

MINSK — Evangelism is difficult in this
Eastern European nation. The country’s politics and economy resemble
that of the Soviet Union, which included
Belarus until it dissolved in the 1990s.
Nonetheless, about
eight to 10 Churches
of Christ meet in this
nation of 9.6 million
people, said mission
worker said J.C. Enlow.
The Walnut Church of
Christ in Texarkana,
Texas, helped to win
Enlow
souls in Minsk.
Enlow and Matt Mitchell traveled
to Minsk to teach a two-day seminar
to church members there. Enlow is
executive director of 21st Century
Global Missions, a Fulton, Miss.-based
ministry that supports ministry training
efforts in Latin America, West Africa
and Eastern Europe.

INDIA

RAJAHMUNDRY — Though the condition known in the Bible as leprosy has
been largely eradicated, pockets of the
chronic infectious disease still exist in
underserved, impoverished areas of the
globe, including parts of India.
Church leaders in the southeastern
Indian city of Rajahmundry conducted
a gospel meeting for people suffering
from leprosy, said minister Suman
Singh. Some of the attendees had lost

PHOTO PROVIDED

In Taiwan, minister teaches that true love waits

Children at Si Chang Li Elementary School in Taiwan, led by minister John Yo, raise their hands
and vow “to treat the opposite gender with a respectful heart, to wait for true love with a
prudent mind” and “to reject harm with a courageous attitude,” the minister said.
Yo, who preaches for the Taichung Church of Christ, teaches sex education courses in public
schools, using Bible verses including 1 Timothy 4:12, “Don’t let anyone look down on you
because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith and in purity.” For more information, see taichungchurchofchrist.blogspot.com.
fingers due to the disease.
Singh preached from the story of
Naaman, the leper who was cured
of his disease in 2 Kings 5. Church
members gave away blankets.
“By the grace of God ... leprosy is now
prevented in the country,” Singh said.
“Children of those people are now going
to school and sitting with common children. It is Jesus Christ’s mercy.”

KIRIBATI

Photo provided

Attendees listen to a sermon during the
Rajahmundry church’s leprosy outreach.

TABWAKEA — A small mission team
traveled to this village on Christmas
Island in the Pacific Ocean to work
with two Churches of Christ. The team

conducted Bible studies and gospel
meetings. After 10 days of studying the
Scriptures, a 57-year-old man named
Teangirao and his 24-year-old son,
Mikaere, were baptized in the ocean,
said missionary Randy English.

LATVIA

RIGA — Wayne Brewer and Robyn
Miller, Christians from the U.S., and
Loyda Avilaone, a church member in
Mexico, traveled to this Baltic republic
recently to conduct a lectureship.
Brewer presented lessons on the
Sermon on the Mount, and Miller and
Avilaone conducted classes for women.

SEOUL, South Korea — Almost immediately
after the death of North Korean leader
Kim Jong-il, Sang Yang’s inbox was
flooded with e-mails of concern from
Christians around the globe.
Yang is Korean director of the Bible
Correspondence Center, a ministry
training program in Seoul, about 118
miles south of the North Korean
capital, Pyongyang. The center, known
as BCC, trains Christians
for ministry in South
Korea and the region.
Missionary Bill
Ramsay launched a
Bible correspondence
program 47 years ago.
“As the work continues
to grow, we realize more Yang
and more the importance of continued classroom teaching
to teach faithful men who will teach
others,” Ramsay said.
Yang thanked the fellow Christians
for their concern and said that
Christians in South Korea are safe,
despite the uncertainty in their communist neighbor to the north.
“I am hoping and praying that this
change of leadership will open the door
for us to share the Gospel with the lost
in North Korea,” Yang said. “I believe it
is time to continue training people, not to
worry about the future. Who knows? You
and I may exist for such a time like this.”

PHILIPPINES

Iligan — More than 1,000 people died in
the wake of Typhoon Washi (also known
as Tropical Storm Sendong), which
devastated Iligan and other cities in the
Mindanao region of the Philippines.
Church member Salvador Cariaga
and a team of 40 workers are on the
scene doing relief work, said Glen
Dods, president of church-supported
Shepherds Hill International.
“The greatest immediate need is for
money donations,” Dods said. For more
information, see www.shepherdshill.org
or contact Shepherds Hill International,
P.O. Box 3131, Abilene TX 79604.
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to live on-site at
Copper Basin Bible Camp in the cool
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NAIROBI: Church is ‘praying for calmness’

‘This area has become the mecca for Somali Muslims. I am
going to pray to God so that I may ... preach the Gospel here.’

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

— Harrison Omari, former Muslim, now a minister in Mombasa, Kenya

Children raise their hands to answer a question during Bible class at the Nairobi Church of
Christ Eastleigh in Kenya. Teachers use a mix of English and Swahili to teach the students.
FROM PAGE 1

A security guard opens the gate
and waves as church members arrive
for worship. Inside its high walls, the
church’s paved parking lot and manicured lawn are a stark contrast to the
world outside. A massive auditorium
dominates the courtyard, surrounded
by multi-level classroom buildings.
During the week, the compound is the
home of a church-run technical college.
Sounds of a cappella singing echo
from the auditorium. Inside, nearly
400 Kenyans raise their voices as song
leader Samuel Muthike leads hymns in
Swahili, “Leta Mavuno” (“Bringing in
the Sheaves”) and “Kumtegemea Yesu”
(“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”).
After the songs, Stephen Mwambisi
stands at the pulpit and prepares worshipers for the Lord’s Supper. Donning
spectacles, he reads from John 6:51:
“I am the living bread that came down
from heaven. Whoever eats this bread
will live forever. This bread is my flesh,
which I will give for the life of the world.”
Kenyans — regardless of creed — see

daily the connection between bread
and life. All around Nairobi, a terrible
drought has gripped the region, causing
widespread hunger and death. Especially
hard-hit is Somalia, where the famine has
driven many Muslims from their homes
to the Eastleigh church’s doorstep.
As they pray, Mwambisi and his fellow believers focus on the spiritual sustenance that comes from God, and his
promise never to leave them hungry.
“We eat this bread so that we can live
forever,” Mwambisi says. “Father, we
thank you for the opportunity to eat
food given from above.”

TERRORIST ATTACKS AND FORGIVENESS

Nairobi is a hub for traders, travelers and Western tourists who stop
here on their way to view East Africa’s
elephants, lions and even pink flamingos. A tapestry of races, religions and
nationalities comprise the city’s 3.3 million inhabitants.
Most coexist peacefully, but ethnic
and religious tension has scarred the
city. A monument in downtown Nairobi

A mixture of nationalities and religions can
be found in the Eastleigh neighborhood.

Students in KCITI’s program for ministry
training line up before graduation.

About 400 Christians sing hymns at the Nairobi Church of Christ Eastleigh. The special service
combined the church’s Kenyan, Ethiopian, Congolese and deaf congregations.

The large auditorium for the Nairobi Church of Christ Eastleigh dominates the church’s
compound, which also is home of the Kenya Christian Industrial Training Institute, or KCITI.

honors the more than 200 Kenyans and
Americans killed when a truck packed
with explosives detonated outside
the U.S. embassy on Aug. 7, 1998. An
Egyptian terrorist group carried out the
attacks, coordinated by Muslim fundamentalists including Osama bin Laden.
More recently, in the midst of the
famine, Somali militants kidnapped
foreign workers bringing
aid to eastern Kenya.
The Kenyan military
invaded Somalia to hunt
down the militants.
A Somali terrorist
group, al-Shabaab, promised retaliation. Weeks
later, a grenade attack at
Auma
a Nairobi bus station was
blamed on the terrorists.
Evidence of the heightened tension
is easily seen in Nairobi. At an upscale
grocery store, security guards search
purses and pat down shoppers. Hotel
clerks pass minesweepers under cars
before opening the gates.
“Besides prayers, we are just careful

of any suspicious person,” says Isadora
Auma, a 24-year-old Kenyan who has
attended the Eastleigh church since
she was a teenager. “Of course, you
don’t know who is al-Shabaab.”
Despite the tension, the children she
teaches in Bible class, ages 2 to 13, run,
jump and laugh as they play on the green
soccer field behind the church building.
“I want to follow in the footsteps
of my grandfather,” says 14-year-old
Eugene Masitsa, a third-generation
church member at Eastleigh.
Natalie Sumbi and Chelsea Kwayesa,
ages 10 and 12, say they love learning
Bible stories, especially the parable of
the prodigal son from Luke 15.
The parable “shows how people can
forgive and forget,” Kwayesa says.
Most of the children’s parents come
here from outside Eastleigh, Auma
says. Her class attendance has dropped
slightly as church members move farther away from the neighborhood.
The church is multinational and
has four Sunday services — one for
Kenyans and English speakers, a second

for immigrants from Ethiopia, a third for
French-speaking Congolese Christians
and a fourth for the hearing-impaired.
A few Somalis are Christians, says
Lydia Wanjiku, a longtime member of the
Eastleigh church. For security, they meet
in a private home. Recently, a Somali was
assaulted for carrying a Bible.
“I am praying for calmness, especially
in this area,” she says,
adding that the church
has, thus far, coexisted
peacefully with its
Muslim neighbors.
Wanjiku, who grew up
in the slums of Nairobi,
was the first student to
enroll at the school that Wanjiku
meets here — the Kenya
Christian Industrial Training Institute.
Now an accredited, two-year Christian
technical college, the institute trains more
than 500 students per year in information
technology, business, auto engineering,
electronics and Christian ministry.
Wanjiku is the school’s top administrator, a job she took over from long-

Before handing them diplomas and
posing with them for photos, Wanjiku
challenges the students to put into practice the knowledge they gained through
the program.
“People are tired of false doctrine and
are searching for something spiritual
and powerful,” she tells the graduates.
“Remember, we are never alone. God
has his people everywhere. ... It’s time to
harvest and gather the
people God has called to
his kingdom.”
After the ceremony,
Harrison Omari smiles
as he receives congratulatory hugs from his
Omari
fellow students.
Omari’s path to the Gospel was an
unlikely one. He once was an instructor
of Islam and had memorized the Quran.
But a group of Christians refused to
give up on him, and after four years of
study, he was baptized in 1994.
“Some of his relatives said he should
be killed,” Charlotte Hackett says as

time missionary Berkeley Hackett, who
resigned after 14 years to concentrate
on preacher training.
The institute, known as KCITI, has
Muslim students, Wanjiku says.
“They can come here with their
attire,” she says, “but they must attend
Bible classes and chapel.”

CONVERSION ‘TAKES A MIRACLE FROM GOD’

After Sunday worship, nine Kenyan
men and one woman don caps and
gowns and form a line outside the auditorium. Each participated in a yearlong
intensive ministry course sponsored by
the institute. Most of the men preach
for Churches of Christ across Kenya.
“This was quite a sacrifice for their
congregations,” says Hackett’s wife,
Charlotte. Some of the students
received financial support from the
U.S., but the congregations for which
they preach supplied them with food
and additional support as they studied.
The Saturn Road Church of Christ in
Garland, Texas, sponsors the Hacketts
and the preacher training program.

she interprets for Omari. But the convert remains steadfast in his faith.
He uses his knowledge of the Quran
to reach other Muslims and preaches
for the Kidomaya Church of Christ, an
80-member congregation in the seaside
city of Mombasa, Kenya. Many of the
church’s members formerly practiced
Islam.
During his year in Nairobi, he walked
outside the protective gates of the
church compound and preached on
the streets of Eastleigh to anyone who
would listen.
“This area has become the mecca for
Somali Muslims,” he says. “I am going
to pray to God so I may come back and
preach the Gospel here.”
He also dreams of the day when his
countrymen, hand-in-hand with Somali
converts, plant new congregations in
Somalia itself.
“It’s not so easy,” he says of reaching
Muslims with the Gospel. “They have
hard hearts. It takes a miracle from God.”
After all, he points out, “it took a
miracle for me to be changed.”
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MEYER: ‘Staring death in the face’ gave perspective that led to healing
FROM PAGE 1

sitting around drooling on your afghan,
you think back to some of the stupid
things that happened and you just
laugh and you feel good inside.
“Life is all about relationships, and
we’re so fortunate to have had 24 years
here with people at Lipscomb and the
players here. ... I’m glad Lipscomb is still
Lipscomb. That’s the important thing.”
As Meyer’s daughter, Brooke Meyer
Napier puts it, the naming of the court
after her father is “a story of redemption and things coming full circle.”

‘HEALING IN THE ACCIDENT’

Although he is highly respected in
the coaching world — UCLA’s John
Wooden and Tennessee’s Pat Summitt
are among those who spent time at
Meyer’s summer basketball camps at
Lipscomb — Meyer’s story was littleknown to most basketball fans outside
Tennessee and South Dakota, where
he spent 11 years coaching at Northern
State University after leaving Lipscomb.
That is, until Sept. 5, 2008.
On the verge of breaking the NCAA
record for career coaching wins —
then held by Bob Knight — Meyer
was involved in a horrific accident on a
South Dakota highway while driving to
an annual retreat for the Northern State
basketball team. During emergency
surgery after the accident, doctors
discovered slow-growing, inoperable
cancer in his liver and small intestine.
Meyer underwent eight surgeries
and had his left leg amputated below
his knee, but he returned to coaching
within weeks of the accident, breaking
Knight’s record the following January.
Meyer retired after the 2009-2010
season with 923 wins.
Meyer’s story went viral. Sports
Illustrated published a feature on him. He
was presented with the “Jimmy V Award
for Perseverance” at the ESPY Awards
in July 2009. He became the subject of a
book written by reporter Buster Olney.
“How Lucky You Can Be: The Story of
Coach Don Meyer” chronicles Meyer’s
career and his life after the accident.
Those closest to Meyer say the change
in his perspective on life is evident.
“I think there was healing in the accident,” Napier said. “I think time heals
wounds. There was a lot of bitterness
that was gone after the wreck. When
you’re staring death in the face, you

DON CLAUSSEN, LIPSCOMB ATHLETICS

Don Meyer speaks at the dedication of a court in his name in Lipscomb’s Allen Arena.

‘THE GUY WHO PUT LIPSCOMB ON THE MAP’
sort of put things in perspective.”
After the university moved to the
One of those things was his relationship with Lipscomb. While there, Meyer NCAA, many of its former players “felt
like (Lipscomb) didn’t want to have
won 665 games and guided the Bisons
to the 1986 national championship in the anything to do with us,” said Wade
Tomlinson, who played for Meyer in
National Association of Intercollegiate
the 1980s. “Moving up to another diviAthletics, or NAIA, a league of small
sion meant moving on.”
colleges and universities across the
Lipscomb’s hiring of Hutcheson
U.S. and Canada. Meyer also coached
as athletic director in November
three NAIA players of the year and the
2008 helped bridge the divide
two top scorers in college basketbetween Meyer and
ball history — Philip
the university. The
Hutcheson and John
hiring was an
Pierce.
acknowledgment
In the late 1990s,
by the university
university officials
that it wanted
began discussing a
to embrace its
possible jump from
past as an NAIA
the NAIA into
‘There was a past feeling we wanted power while
NCAA Division
I — a huge leap in to get beyond ... but more importantly, looking forward
to the future,
terms of competiwe wanted to give tribute, to give Tomlinson said.
tion and resources
In Hutcheson’s
that would have to
honor, to someone who’s been a big
first year, he
be spent. In early
part of the university. It was past time started the “Don
1999, university
officials announced
that something be done like this.’ Meyer Evening
of Excellence,”
the move despite
an annual athletic
strong opposition
Jim Allen, namesake of Lipscomb’s Allen Arena
fundraising event
from Meyer, who
that has included speakers such as
cautioned that Lipscomb would no
Meyer and Denver Broncos quarterback
longer be able to compete for national
Tim Tebow. Since then, Meyer has gradchampionships.
ually become reintegrated into Lipscomb,
Meyer resigned that May, choosing
even while still living in Aberdeen, S.D.,
to send his resignation letter through
where he and his wife, Carmen, attend
the campus mail, delaying its delivery
the Aberdeen Church of Christ.
to Lipscomb administrators until after
“A lot of people had love for
he’d spoken with local media.

Lipscomb and coach Meyer and hated
to see what was going on at the time
in terms of the turmoil,” Hutcheson
said. “Personally, I always felt a bit like
Switzerland in World War II. I felt like
a neutral party, just observing. I don’t
know that I thought, ‘This will never
get changed.’ I was hopeful it would.”
Businessman and Lipscomb booster
Jim Allen — for whom Allen Arena is
named — credited Hutcheson with the
idea to name the court after Meyer.
Allen, who once served as Lipscomb’s
chief financial officer, said it was easy
to support the decision, especially after
Northern State also named its arena
floor in honor of Meyer.
Meyer “was the guy who put Lipscomb
on the map athletically,” said Allen, who
supported Lipscomb’s move to Division
I. “There was a past feeling we wanted to
get beyond, certainly, but more importantly, we wanted to give tribute, to give
honor, to someone who’s been a big part
of the university. It was past time that
something be done like this.”

‘GOD HAS A PURPOSE FOR YOU’

Meyer, now 67, says he’s come to
terms with everything that happened at
the end of his tenure at Lipscomb and
sees how God worked in the situation to
bless all parties. He and Carmen moved
into a good situation in South Dakota,
where they’ve been able to positively
influence people at Northern State.
Meanwhile, Lipscomb has found its
footing in Division I under Meyer’s
successor, coach Scott Sanderson, having
posted winning records in six of the past
seven seasons and winning at traditional
power Indiana in December 2008. The
Bisons played in the National Invitation
Tournament in 2006, and Lipscomb’s
women’s basketball team made the
NCAA tournament in the university’s
first season of eligibility in 2004.
“I think God has a purpose for you,
and your lives take a different path sometimes,” Meyer said. “I don’t understand
why things happen the way they do, but
down the road, you get a better idea. I
think things turned out the way they
were supposed to turn out. It’s been an
opportunity for us to help both schools.”
Don Meyer will be the featured speaker Jan. 20 at
the Oklahoma Christian University Athletic Hall of Fame
induction ceremony in Oklahoma City. For more
information, see www.oceagles.com.
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SAVE 25-40%!
LIFE APPLICATION
Study Bibles

Experience a new
degree of spirituality.
Enhance your ministry vision and skills while better
preparing yourself for the issues facing today’s church. The
Doctor of Ministry in Missional and Spiritual Formation
uniquely integrates experiential learning and scholarly
training, helping you to develop the faith, following and
future of your congregation.
Learn from seasoned theologians who have worked in
ministry. Discuss and analyze real-life case studies that
will prepare you for the life and faith challenges faced by
those you serve. Participate in spiritual formation retreats
with classmates. Make a researched contribution to the
ongoing conversation about spiritual formation and
missional ministry.
These are all part of a unique program designed to meet
your schedule and to enrich your work wherever God
has planted you.

ics.lipscomb.edu • ics@lipscomb.edu • 615.966.5352

in cooperation with

Available in the bestselling Bible versions

* FREE SHIPPING on orders of $50+
* Over 4,000 different Bibles to choose from
* Logo and name imprinting on most of our Bibles
* Save on Bible accessories and communionware too

Your Discount Bible Source

1-800-970-2425

House Parents
Arms of Hope is seeking a married couple who has a passion
for today’s youth and a calling to Christian residential care.
At Arms of Hope we have the unique opportunity to serve
youth who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and need
adult leadership to help guide them educationally, emotionally and spiritually. It is our mission to provide these children
with a therapeutic environment in which they can develop and
prosper. This mission opportunity offers a very competitive
salary in addition to housing, food, health insurance, a retirement plan and generous vacation and leave time.
If interested in these positions, please visit
www.ArmsofHope.org to obtain an application on the “About
Us” page. You can also contact Allen Williams at
lawilliams@armsofhope.org.
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ALABAMA: Church destroyed by tornado collecting funds to rebuild
FROM PAGE 3

Tide 4 Christ campus ministry
house next to the church.
“At first blush, I thought,
‘That’s got to be enough,’”
Hatfield said of the covered
damages.
“But when you talk about
replacing stuff — what the
building is worth versus
what it would cost to replace
everything — it’s a pretty big
difference.”
The church has launched
an internal
capital campaign
and sent a letter to sister
congregations.
At the same
time, church
leaders recognize that “it’s
Hatfield
not the greatest
economy to ask people to give
a lot of money,” Hatfield said.
The finance committee is
working to trim costs — and
square footage.
‘MORE TENDER’ HEARTS
Moments before the tornado
wiped out the Central building,
six students active with the
Tide 4 Christ ministry huddled
in a small closet at the church.
Carl Naylor started to pray,
but he managed just two words
before the twister came.
“By the time he said ‘Dear
Lord,’ our ears started popping, and hairs stood up on our
arms,” Caleb Durden told the
Chronicle last spring. “Glass was
hitting us in the head. Debris.
We had glass and rust and just
pieces of metal in our hair.”
All six students survived.
The church building and many
nearby homes and businesses
did not.
Contents of the Central
facilities that could be salvaged
— furniture, chairs, shelving,
Sunday school curriculum and
historical paperwork, but not the
damaged-beyond-repair pews —
fill three donated tractor-trailers
parked near the slab.
But amid all the destruction,

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Central members worship with the Northport church on a recent Sunday. The Alabama Fire College, Central’s
temporary home, had a rare conflict that kept the displaced church from assembling there that weekend.
the congregation launched a
long-term disaster relief effort
that provided 45,000 hot meals
to victims and volunteers.
The church hosted roughly
2,000 volunteers — many from
youth groups. The volunteers’
backbreaking task: moving
mountains of debris to residents’ curbsides.
At the same time, Central
leaders managed hundreds of
thousands of dollars in donations and supplies — from diapers to appliances — that flowed
in from churches and relief
ministries across the nation.
Funds were set aside strictly
for disaster relief unless the
donor specified that the money
should go to the church’s building fund, Central’s elders said.
“My hope is that it has made
the heart of the church more
tender, more mission-minded,
more recognizing of the service that the Lord wants us to
do,” Debbye Thorne, wife of
elder Burrell Thorne, said of
the relief effort.
HOME AWAY FROM HOME
The first few Sunday afternoons after the tornado, the
Central church met across town
at the Northport Church of
Christ building.
But then the congregation
found a home at the Alabama

KATHRYN CHAMPION

The Central church building was declared a total loss after the tornado.
Fire College.
The fire college, about 10
minutes from the church site,
offered the use of its building — for free — each Sunday
morning, Sunday night and
Wednesday night.
Church members set up
chairs and worship in an apparatus bay where the college
normally parks four fire trucks.
Allan Rice, the fire college’s
executive director, said a friend
— Frank Wampol, a member
of the Riverchase Church of
Christ in Birmingham — first
called him about the Central
church’s plight.
“We were very quickly
able to help them,” Rice said.
“Honestly, everything has just
been flawless since that time.
We haven’t had an issue on
either side of the fence.”

At one point, the fire college housed tornado victims
who had been released from
the hospital but had no place
to return. Rice recalled a disabled man who had lost all his
possessions in a demolished
apartment. The man needed a
vehicle so that he could maintain his independence.
“The Central church stepped
up to the plate and provided
this gentleman with a car,”
Rice said. “It was more than
just a car. It restored the life he
had before the tornado.”
If anything, Rayburn said,
the journey since the tornado
has made the congregation
“stronger rather than weaker.”
“It’s hard to equate the total
devastating losses that we’ve
had to be a good thing, but
you know, the Bible promises

that all things work together
for good for them that love the
Lord,” the church elder said. “I
think, in the long run, we may
find that this is the greatest
blessing that God ever gave us
as a congregation.”
No Central members were
killed.
A few dozen members lost
homes and suffered other
damages. The church helped a
number of them financially.
Among the victims: longtime
Central member Bobbi Adams,
76, a grandmother of 18 and a
great-grandmother of nine.
The twister destroyed
Adams’ home.
She was thrown 50 yards and
buried under a displaced wall
until a neighbor rescued her.
The neighbor placed her on a
homemade stretcher, and relatives rushed her to the hospital.
“We’ve been blessed with
having a place to go to church
for as long as we need it,” she
said of the fire college. “But
of course, you miss your old
church, the building.”
Ultimately, the elders said,
fulfilling Central’s mission as
a congregation will require
rebuilding its facilities.
“We need to be back where
we were,” elder Glenn Griffin
said. “As you drive through
Tuscaloosa, there are bare
spots where
houses and
businesses used
to be. Some may
never return.
But we don’t
want to be a
bare spot.”
Griffin voiced
Adams
confidence that
the Lord will provide.
“Whatever he provides for
us is what we’ll build in his
honor,” he said. “If it’s a tworoom church, then we’ll go
worship in a two-room church.”
TO HELP REBUILD CENTRAL, donate
online at www.centralchofchrist.org or mail
checks to the Central Church of Christ, 304
Hargrove Road, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401.
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TIPTON HOME
“helping children in need”

HOUSE PARENTS
Due to our recent growth, Tipton Home is accepting
applications for stable, energetic, Christian couples
to serve as house parents.
Beginning salary $48,000
Family health & dental insurance fully paid.
Additional benefits include housing, transportation,
food, and retirement plan participation.
For more information about this rewarding ministry
in Christian Child Care, contact Susie Boyd at
sboyd@tiptonhome.com or 1-580-667-5221
www.tiptonhome.com
Employment Opportunity
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Affirming
the

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

S E M I N A R

“A Reason to Hope”

Dan Winkler
“We Have This Hope”

Jerry Houston
“Jesus Christ, Our Living Hope”

David Duncan
“A Hope Worth Sharing”

Noel Whitlock
“Rejoicing in Our Hope”

Friday & Saturday • February 24-25, 2012
HOSTED BY

The Oklahoma City Churches of Christ
HELD AT

North MacArthur Church of Christ • 9300 N. MacArthur
Oklahoma City, OK • 405.621.5962

www.affirmingthefaithok.com

Tennessee
Children’s Home
Job Opening
Seeking energetic couples to serve as
houseparents for the East Tennessee and West

Tennessee campuses. Parents will be responsible for the daily care for up to 8 adolescent boys.
Come be a part of this ministry! We offer competitive pay and excellent full-time benefits including medical, dental, life insurance, disability,
retirement and paid time off.
To apply, visit us online at www.tennesseechildrenshome.org or contact our HR Manager at 931486-2274 x 225.

House Parent Position
Celebrating its 40th year in existence, the Albuquerque Christian Children’s Home
provides a loving, safe home to neglected, at-risk children. The Home is located on 6 ½
Do you have a heart for children? Come join our team! The Albuquerque Christian
acres by the Historic Rio Grande River. We are looking for a mature, faithful couple to
Children’s Home has been providing a loving, safe home for neglected and at-risk
serve as house parents. The applicants need to be members of a Church of Christ in good
childrenACCH
for over
40501(c)(3)
years! ACCH
is located
on six beautiful
acres bya the
standing.
is a
not-for-profit
organization.
We provide
nicehistoric
benefitRio
Grandethat
River
in Albuquerque,
New Mexico.
We are
looking
a devoted
married
coupackage
includes
parents quarters,
paid home
phone,
paidfor
utilities,
vehicle
for work
ple,paid
thatleave,
are faithful
members
of a church
of Christ,
to serve
the LordAll
and
care for chiluse,
long- and
short-term
disability
and medical
insurance.
interested
parties
send their resume(s)
with a cover
ofbenefits,
interest to
ewhite@acch4kids.org
dren, will
as Houseparents.
Competitive
wages,letter
great
medical
insurance, paid or
faxvacation
(505) 899-4341.
and more!. All interested couples should send both of their resumes plus a

House Parent Position

cover letter of interest to Everett White by e-mail to ewhite@acch4kids.org, or fax to
(505) 899-4341. You can also view this information on our website:
www.acch4kids.org.
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Elder David Burka leads a prayer on behalf of the young people gathered up front at the Mt. Juliet Church of Christ, a growing congregation 20 miles east of Nashville, Tenn.
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DAVID GLISSON

Moving from ‘serve us’ to service

FOR A 120-YEAR-OLD CHURCH, growth coincides with a renewed focus on Kingdom building, community outreach
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

F

MT. JULIET, Tenn.

orgive David Shannon if he
sounds like he’s boasting.
It’s just that he’s impressed with
the young man at the end of the
table.
“He’s probably as smart as you and me
put together, you know what I’m saying?”
said Shannon, pulpit minister for the
Mt. Juliet Church of Christ, a growing
congregation 20 miles east of Nashville.
The young man’s name is Alan Cantrell.
He’s a freshman Bible major at FreedHardeman University in Henderson,
Tenn., studying to become a preacher.
“Young and old alike love hearing

Alan preach because of the way he
brings unique insight and application to
a text,” Shannon said.
Like a dozen students
majoring or minoring
in ministry at FreedHardeman, Cantrell
grew up in the Mt. Juliet
church and receives help
from the congregation
with his tuition.
“As little as two,
Cantrell
maybe three years ago,
I was just planning on doing computer
science and going to Tennessee Tech,”
said Cantrell, 18. “And I guess I started
to mature spiritually because there
were so many good examples around

me. I saw them making a difference in
the world ... and I started to be kind of
excited about that.”
In high school, he and other Mt. Juliet
youth group members traveled to smaller
churches and led worship: singing,
Scripture reading and preaching.
“It’s hard to say, ‘Oh, I want to be a
preacher,’ if you’ve never had any experience preaching,” Cantrell said. “But
being given multiple opportunities to do
that makes you find out whether you’re
good at it or not.”
The concerted spiritual training that
led to Cantrell’s decision to preach can
be traced to an experience by Mt. Juliet
church leaders a decade ago.
The congregation, which averages

Sunday morning attendance of nearly
1,000, has met at the same address
since Christians who rode horses to
worship cleared a thicket to build a
church in 1891.
In 2001, a committee planning the
church’s 110th anniversary celebration
decided to invite all the full-time ministers raised at Mt. Juliet to return home
to teach Bible classes and preach.
The only problem: Not a single name
came to mind.
“Our eldership had real, serious,
sobering and disappointing talks after
that,” said Shannon, the church’s
preacher since 1999. “They asked, ‘How
could we be around for 110 years and
CONTINUED
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‘Church is a spiritual hospital, and our little area
down there is kind of a soul rehab.’
— Jaime Harper, leader of Recovery Through Christ

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Mt. Juliet,
Tenn., Church
of Christ
Location: Middle Tennessee,
about 20 miles east of Nashville.
WEBSITE: mtjuliet.org (Sunday
services streamed live online).
ATTENDANCE: Sunday morning
worship: 981. Sunday Bible
classes: 790. Sunday night: 550.
Wednesday night: 576.
LEADERSHIP: Elders David Burka,
Albert England, David Fleming,
DeWayne Griffin, Pat Hackney, Tony
Huddleston, Dennis Nosal, Hoyt
Smith and James Whiteaker. The
church has 47 deacons.
STAFF: Ministers David Shannon,
Phillip Jenkins, John Michael
Kennedy, Tim Martin, Elias Roque Jr.
and Bud Lambert.

ABOUT THE SERIES

The Christian Chronicle launched
Churches That Work in 2005. The
staff consulted the
Faith Communities
Today (FaCT) study,
an examination of the
character and vitality
of religious congregations in the United
States. Churches That
Work should be: evangelistic, reaching the unchurched at
home or abroad; biblical, making Bible
instruction central to their mission;
united, possessing a spirit of internal
vitality; and visible, known and appreciated for service in their community.
Read the complete series online at
www.christianchronicle.org.

DAVID GLISSON

Mt. Juliet Church of Christ members enjoy a picnic and fellowship. The church east of
Nashville, Tenn., has met at the same address since 1891.
CONTINUED

not have anyone in full-time mission
work or ministry that we knew of?’”
Those talks resulted in intentional
efforts by the Mt. Juliet church to
encourage young people to develop
their God-given talent — be it in fulltime ministry or part-time service as
Bible class teachers, song leaders and
other key roles in the Kingdom.
That change in approach reflects just
one example of the 120-year-old congregation’s willingness to reinvent itself for
the future while not compromising its
commitment to New Testament teachings, church leaders said.
In a fast-growing suburb with 25,000
residents, the church’s attendance has
nearly doubled in the past 12 years.
“We want to meet everybody where
they are and help them take one step
closer to God,” Shannon said of Mt.
Juliet’s evangelistic approach — a mix
of old-fashioned Bible studies and
contemporary outreach programs.
In 2011, the combined attendance
at Mt. Juliet’s two Sunday morning
assemblies averaged 981.
That’s up from 521 in 1999.

“When I came here in 1985, there
were less than 300 people,” said David
Fleming, one of the church’s nine
elders. “We came to visit, and we
were kind of sucked in by some of the
members here. We found family here.”
Despite the growth, Mt. Juliet has
maintained the feel of
a small family, Fleming
said.
“We’re blessed to
be in an area and a
time when people are
moving to us,” he said.
“We don’t have to fan
the doors and create
Guerrier
suction to draw them
in. Our problem is the back door, like
most churches.”
That’s why it’s so important, he
believes, to plug in members — to
help them make friends and provide
them with opportunities to serve.
Mt. Juliet emphasizes active ministries — led by 47 deacons — ranging
from local evangelism to an addict
recovery program to domestic and
foreign mission trips that involve
hundreds of members, young and old.

DAVID GLISSON

DAVID GLISSON
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A sign at a park invites the community to
join the church for Friends Day events.

David Shannon greets Barbara Scott, who
was baptized the previous Sunday.

About 600 members of the Mt. Juliet Church of Christ gather under a tent —and the
stars — for a special worship assembly on a Sunday night.

‘ALWAYS HAPPY TO SEE YOU’

Debbie Banks, who is involved with
the ministry. “We come in and act
like everything’s OK and everybody’s
good and my kids are great and my
life’s great. And it’s not.
“We’re a church of broken, hurting
people, just like everybody else … so
it’s just giving people a place to go and
say, ‘Hey look, I’m hurting,’” she said
of Recovery Through Christ. “And it’s
really been a good experience to be
able to open up and feel safe.”

Juliet Christmas Parade passes right
by the church property. The church
provides free hot chocolate and allows
the use of its restrooms.
“We get special cups printed up that
have ‘Mt. Juliet Church of Christ’ on
them,” said Jeremy Keopf, who volunteers along with his wife, Marie. “It’s
kind of like gourmet hot chocolate,
I guess. We’ve got all the different
toppings and stuff.”
Filling up one woman’s cup, in particular, made an impression on Shannon.
“She said, ‘I love this church.
They’re always doing good things,’”
he recalled. “I thought, ‘That’s a
pretty neat description.’ That’s what
you would hope they would see the
Lord’s body as.”

“Pizza! Pizza!” Debbie Guerrier’s
younger cousin yelled when the doorbell rang two summers ago.
But when Debbie got to the door,
she found no pizza deliveryman.
Instead, two smiling faces invited her
family to visit the Mt. Juliet church.
“The people are so kind,” the
16-year-old said before a recent
Sunday night assembly. “They’re
always happy to see you. When they
don’t see you, they will call you. …
And I like the youth group. They’re
very caring.”
Jaime Harper, who overcame drug
and alcohol addictions, oversees the
church’s Recovery Through Christ
program.
“Church is a spiritual hospital, and
our little area down there is kind of a
soul rehab,” he said. “We’re just out to
save souls and get ’em stronger.”
Like the nationally known Celebrate
Recovery program, Mt. Juliet’s ministry
serves anyone with a hurt or hang-up.
“Women in the church sometimes
feel like we’re supposed to come
in and be the perfect people,” said

AN EXTERNAL FOCUS

At an annual ministry fair, Mt. Juliet
members receive a booklet titled
“S.O.S.” — standing for “Serving Our
Savior.”
The directory of ministry opportunities contains a checklist to help
identify each member’s spiritual gifts.
“There’s so much to do. If you want
to be involved with something, you’ve
got no excuse,” said Brandon Adcock,
who attends Mt. Juliet with his wife,
Bridget, and their three boys.
While Adcock serves as the deacon
for the World Bible School ministry, he
and his wife also help with the church’s

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Member Leslie Perky, top right in dark dress, and others enjoy a Family Day lunch.
annual car care clinic. Besides free
oil changes and inspections, single
mothers receive free pedicures and
even hair styling while they wait.
“Oh, the women loved it,” Bridget
Adcock said of the most recent clinic.
“They thought that they were just
coming to get their car done, but then
they got pampered.”
The endeavor emerged as an
outgrowth of the church staff asking a
few years ago if anyone would notice
if the congregation ceased to exist.
“We started evaluating and realizing that almost everything we did
was just for us, for our membership,”
Shannon said.
Now, members donate sweat to a
youth league ballpark workday.
They help build Habitat for
Humanity houses. They sing and play
games with nursing home residents.
They give away school supplies.
They dedicate time to “simple acts of

kindness.” They fan out to do service
projects on “We Are The Sermon Day.”
When the Nashville area experienced record flooding in the summer
of 2010, Mt. Juliet members who had
made repeated trips to the Gulf Coast
after Hurricane Katrina rushed into
action at home.
“Actually, we even had a trip scheduled the week after the flood to go
back to Mississippi,” crew leader Glen
Caughman said. “We thought it didn’t
make a lot of sense to go down there
and rebuild … when we had it in our
own back door.”
Patty Willoughby coordinates the
church’s teddy bear ministry.
Volunteers cut fabric, stuff and sew
thousands of bears given to hospitals
and emergency responders and taken
on mission trips around the world.
“When words won’t do, a hug and a
teddy bear will,” Willoughby said.
During the holiday season, the Mt.

SeEDS PLANTED EARLY

Starting in second grade, Young
Soldiers Serving Christ — as Mt. Juliet
dubs its children — learn to serve.
Girls gain experience teaching
children’s classes and women’s
studies. Boys speak at youth devotionals, teach in adult classes and lead
worship in full assemblies.

“I was in high school probably when
I decided I wanted to be in ministry,”
said Matt Collins, 21, a senior Bible
major at Freed-Hardeman.
But as he looks back on his time at
Mt. Juliet — his home congregation
since age 5 — he said he can see the
seeds that were planted all along.
Lacie Shannon, a sophomore at
Freed-Hardeman, is double-majoring in
business and Bible.
After graduation, she hopes to work
with a nonprofit or plant a church
outside the Bible Belt.
“From the age of fourth grade, I
taught a little kids’ Bible class,” the
19-year-old said, stressing that Mt.
Juliet provides spiritual growth opportunities for girls as well as boys.
Male or female, students from Mt.
Juliet who major or minor in Bible
receive at least $1,000 a semester
from the church.
“We’re not bragging about it,” David
Shannon said. “We’re just saying our
heart was broken, and we’ve done some
things intentionally to say, ‘Surely we
ought to be growing the next generation to serve in the Lord’s Kingdom.’”
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acu.edu
College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Charles Mattis, Dean
ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210
Engineering
ACU seeks an experienced engineer to develop an
engineering program. This new position will work closely
with the ACU Department of Engineering and Physics,
which currently offers an engineering physics degree.
The department unanimously supports this venture and
encourages the inclusion of the department's internationally
recognized research groups into the engineering program.
The faculty member will have the opportunity to use his or
her experience, drive, connections and tenacity to develop a
world-class engineering program. The ideal candidate will
have experience with the ABET accreditation process and
proven leadership skills to ensure a successful accreditation
process. Rank will be commensurate with experience.
Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/engineering.

College of Biblical Studies

Dr. Jack Reese, Dean
ACU Box 29400, Abilene, Texas 79699-9400
Marriage and Family Therapy
The Department of Marriage and Family Therapy invites
applications and nominations in writing for a tenure-track
position beginning Fall 2012. The MFT program at ACU has
held continuous COAMFTE-accreditation since 1983. The
candidate will be expected to teach courses relative to
the modern theories of family therapy, family life cycle
and human development, testing and assessment, and
DSM-IV-TR diagnosis. In addition, the candidate will be
expected to supervise graduate interns, mentor student
research, and accept departmental, college and university
committee assignments. The candidate should possess
a well-defined program of research as evidenced by
peer-reviewed publications and presentations. The candidate
should also demonstrate competence in the integration of
theological and spiritual issues with therapy. The candidate
must hold the Ph.D. in marriage and family therapy or a
closely related mental health discipline, exhibit competence
as a classroom teacher, demonstrate eligibility for licensure
as an LMFT in the State of Texas, and hold Clinical
Membership and Approved Supervisor status or be
a supervisor-in-training with the AAMFT. Information
about the department is available at acu.edu/therapy.

College of Business Administration
Dr. Rick Lytle, Dean
ACU Box 29303, Abilene, Texas 79699-9303

Accounting and Finance
The Department of Accounting and Finance invites
applications for a tenure-track position in finance. A terminal
degree or ABD status is preferred. Responsibilities include

teaching finance courses at both the undergraduate and
graduate levels, pursuing scholarly research, and performing
service for the department and the university community.
Teaching excellence is required, as well as an aptitude for
research and publication. Information about the department
is available at acu.edu/accounting.

College of Education and Human Services
Dr. Malesa Breeding, Dean
ACU Box 28276, Abilene, Texas 79699-8276

School of Social Work
The ACU School of Social Work invites applications for
a tenure-track position as assistant/associate professor of
social work beginning Fall 2012. Applicants should have an
M.S.W. and an earned doctorate in social work or related
field. A Ph.D. or related doctoral degree is preferred, but
applicants who are ABD will be considered. Responsibilities
include teaching social work courses at both the B.S.S.W.
and M.S.S.W. levels, pursuing scholarly research, and
performing service for the university, profession and
community. Applicants should have experience in diverse
areas of social work practice, be able to teach across the
curriculum, and engage the broader community in which
the school partners. Information about the school is
available at acu.edu/socialwork.

Library Services and
Educational Technology

Dr. John B. Weaver, Dean of Library Services and
Educational Technology
ACU Box 29208 Abilene, Texas 79699-9208

Adams Center for Teaching and Learning
ACU invites applications for a director to lead the
Adams Center for Teaching and Learning. Reporting to
the dean of library services and educational technology,
this tenure-track faculty position is responsible for the
management of the Adams Center in order to fulfill its
mission to provide resources and services that empower
faculty to meet the educational needs of learners at ACU.
A doctoral degree is required, preferably in education,
instructional design, instructional technology, curriculum
development or a related field; or, extensive professional
experience in one of these fields, and a doctorate in an
academic discipline taught at ACU. Applicants should have
at least five years of faculty teaching experience in higher
education, with management experience involving multiple
faculty or professional staff, and demonstrated expertise in
learning theory and the application of best practices and
innovative technologies to teaching in university learning
environments. Experience with instructional design for
online courses is strongly preferred. Successful experience
with academic publication and not-for-profit fundraising is
desirable. Excellent presentation, communication and
negotiation skills are essential, as well as a demonstrated

ability to manage organizational efficiency and change
in a team-oriented environment. Responsibilities include
collaborating to enhance the outcomes of ACU faculty
teaching and student learning through planning faculty
development opportunities; cultivating entrepreneurial
faculty initiatives; guiding faculty research on learning
theories and teaching practices; coordinating teaching
innovation in relationship to educational technology by
leading university planning for classroom and online
learning environments; identifying opportunities for
faculty innovation with teaching technologies; and
cultivating widespread and effective faculty use of mobile
devices in the classroom, partly through development of
the mobile-learning fellows program. The director also
will provide vision and leadership in course development,
instructional design, and learning assessment for
undergraduate and graduate online teaching by overseeing
the work of the Adams Center’s instructional design team,
promoting collaboration among academic and operational
leaders to develop online programs, and providing
leadership in the application of new media and online
learning to hybrid, on-campus instruction at ACU. He/she
will have the opportunity to teach one course per semester
in the academic department of his/her training.
Information about the Adams Center is available
at acu.edu/adamscenter.
In a letter to the appropriate dean, applicants
should address their qualifications for the position.
They should include in the application a statement of
how faith informs their teaching and/or administration;
a discussion of their spiritual journey; a curriculum vita;
transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work; and
names, addresses and phone numbers of five references.
Review of applicants will begin immediately and
continue until the position is filled. Nominations
of and applications from qualified women and
minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the
Churches of Christ. All applicants must be professing
Christians and be active, faithful members of a
congregation of the Churches of Christ and deeply
committed to service in Christian higher education.
The mission of ACU is to educate students for Christian
service and leadership throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.
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necessarily mean they’re going to stay
involved, so we need to look at other
things that might help them to make the
faith their own. That can be many of the
things we’ve used in the past — camps,
curriculum, experiences, small groups
— but I think we have to be careful.
They’re already as busy a generation
as we’ve probably ever seen in terms
of their commitments and media usage
and other things. So they need help
sorting through the noise of culture
and the noise of busyness so they can
become more connected to what the
Lord is asking them to do.

BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

D

avid Kinnaman has the ears of America’s
Christian community and — what may
be more impressive — the attention of
secular media. He’s a go-to guy for the Wall
Street Journal, CNN and the Los Angeles Times
when it comes to identifying trends in the
nation’s Christian population.
Kinnaman, 37, is president of the Barna
Group, a Ventura, Calif.-based market research
firm specializing in the religious beliefs and
behavior of Americans and the intersection
of faith and culture. George Barna, an accomWhat can older generations do to
plished author and seminar speaker, launched
better connect with the young?
the firm in 1984 to provide research and supBe there for young people as a friend.
We’re too interested in being a mentor,
port for churches and ministries. Kinnaman
and they may not want a mentor. They
has served the Barna Group for 17 years.
may just want a friend.
Kinnaman’s landmark 2007 book “unChrisAll of us as older leaders are probably
tian” described the increasingly negative opinmore connected with the young than we
realize. They may be our children, grandions of non-believers toward Christian culture
children, students or other young people
in the U.S. Coauthored with Gabe Lyons, the
who are in our church. We need to have
book has become a staple of pulpits across the
more genuine interest in them and recognation. Ministers quote from “unChristian’s”
nize the role that we play in their lives.
troubling findings, stressing the need for
LYNN Mcmillon
Sometimes we’re hesitant as older
leaders because we feel like we’re not
people of faith to re-engage with a culture that David Kinnaman shares his research with students at Oklahoma Christian University.
as cool or as relevant or interesting to
sees them as hypocritical and irrelevant.
young people.
In his latest book, “You Lost Me,” Kinnaman
Yet we need greater trust in the fact
focuses on the more than 60 percent of young
that they’re listening, the fact that they
want to be heard and that they don’t
people in the U.S. who went to church as teens
always just want to be talked at.
and dropped out after high school. Surveying
young Christians, ages 16 to 29, across the
How might a mentoring plan for our
nation, the book identifies three groups —
young in the church look?
RESEARCHER, AUTHOR of ‘unChristian’ discusses what churches can do
nomads, prodigals and exiles. Nomads leave
When talking about mentoring the
to connect — and reconnect — with young church dropouts in America. young we really need to bring back the
the church while thinking of themselves as
concept of calling and vocation.
Christians. Prodigals no longer have faith nor
Does “unChristian” offer any
to see the things that God’s wired in
The church must speak relevantly to
connection with the church. Exiles still are
solutions?
them for good in addition to their basic
the professional areas that these young
connected but are torn between contempoWe describe each of the negative
brokenness and sinful
people are called to fulfill.
‘Be there for young They’re serving profesperceptions — first, that there is often
nature. Maybe the way
rary culture and the church.
people as a friend. We’re sionally in these different
Kinnaman and his wife, Jill, live in Ventura a biblical reason why they exist, and so to put it is this: Jesus
our intent was not to throw the baby out was just as concerned
vocations. There is a lot
with their three children. They enjoy building with the bath water but to ask, “How
too interested in being of exposure that we can
with self-righteouswith Lego toys and visiting Disneyland.
does the Christian community navigate
ness as he was with
a mentor, and they may do between the genera-

A conversation with

David Kinnaman

Why did you write “unChristian?”
The main point of “unChristian” was
that Christianity has a negative perception in culture, particularly among
non-Christians.
This was newsworthy because of the
depth of those negative perceptions and
the hostility among some of the young
non-Christians towards Christianity.

these tough cultural questions with
truth and love?”
A prime example is judgmentalism.
When one is judgmental, they use
truth to separate, critique and point
out people’s flaws. Biblical judgment
is about reconciliation and truth. And
so we talk about the fact that to shift
from being judgmental is really to see
people’s potential to be Christ-followers,

unrighteousness.

tions on that issue of the
workplace and calling and
What constitutes a
finding meaning in our
good spiritual experiwork, and how God calls us
ence for young people?
into these things, and how
David Kinnaman
We need to look at the
does one operate effectively
intent behind the programs and things
as a Christian businessperson, public
that we offer.
servant, journalist or any other field.
Just because a young person is
The idea of vocational discipleship is an
involved in church as a teenager doesn’t
See KINNAMAN, Page 22

not want a mentor. They
may just want a friend.’
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FACULT Y POSITIONS AVAILABLE FALL 2012
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.
DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY. Seeking full-time assistant/associate professor
of chemistry. Successful candidates will hold a Ph.D. in biochemistry and have good
communication skills as well as view teaching in a Christian university as a personal
ministry. Responsibilities include primary teaching assignments in biochemistry
with some additional in general chemistry or an organic and biological chemistry
course. Other duties may include mentoring student research and advising.
Submit resume to Dr. David Cole, chair, by mail at Harding University, Box
12272, Searcy, AR 72149-2272 or by email, cole@harding.edu.
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION. Seeking full-time faculty position in the area of
counselor education, both clinical and school. The successful candidate will have
earned a doctorate from a CACREP approved program, have experience teaching in
higher education, be licensed or license-eligible as a counselor, have experience and
knowledge in clinical mental and/or school counseling, and have knowledge and/or
experience with distance education. Responsibilities include teaching courses on
campus and online via Moodle platform, advising and supervising students, developing distance courses, and doing limited research and publishing. This is a ninemonth contract position located at the main campus in Searcy, Arkansas. Summer
hours will also be available under a separate arrangement. Applicants adding to the
diversity of the faculty are encouraged, including underrepresented populations and
those with disabilities.
Submit introductory letter, curriculum vita, and contact information to Dr.
Jenene Alexander, director of Professional Counseling Program, by mail at Harding
University Cannon-Clary College of Education, Box 12254, Searcy, AR 72149-2254
or by email, jalexander@harding.edu.
COLLEGE OF PHARMACY. Seeking full-time faculty member within the area of
pharmacy practice. Qualified applicants should possess a Pharm.D. as well as residency/fellowship training. At least two years of academic experience is preferred.
Eligibility for pharmacy licensure in Arkansas is required. Responsibilities include creating, coordinating and delivering instruction in the pathophysiology, pharmacotherapy and patient-centered care didactic curriculum; developing and maintaining innovative clinical practice sites; conducting scholarly activity in an area of expertise; and
engaging in service to the college and community. The college is partnering with local
hospitals, clinics and community pharmacies to establish clinical practice opportunities. Applicants from all clinical backgrounds will be considered. Candidates with
expertise in adult internal medicine, community practice, ambulatory care, cardiology,
hematology/oncology or pediatric practice are encouraged to apply.
Submit a letter of interest and curriculum vita to Dr. Jeanie Smith, assistant professor of pharmacy practice, by mail at Harding University College of Pharmacy, Box
12230, Searcy, AR 72149-2230 or by email, jsmith17@harding.edu.
Harding had a record enrollment this year of 7,155 students from all 50 states and more than 50
foreign countries. Comprised of eight colleges, it is the largest private university in Arkansas and
attracts more National Merit Scholars than any other private university in the state. Harding also
maintains campuses in Australia, Chile, England, France, Greece, Italy and Zambia.
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KINNAMAN: Focus mentoring on vocation
FROM PAGE 21

important opportunity for the church.
I’m very motivated by the research
to talk about vocation. We need to look
at how young people are interested
in culture and in movies and in their
own career interest areas, whether it’s
science, law or medicine. How can faith
address their concerns and interests?

sections of Scripture and then read with
a particular mindset.
We need a focused perspective in our
mentoring, detailed and knowledgeable,
but also trusting the intelligence that
God’s put in these young people and
their giftedness. So we’re not micromanaging, we’re not critiquing them,
we’re not nagging them over the small
details of their lives.
We want to be involved in those
things, but we also want those young
people to become capable,
thriving human beings that are
not codependent with us. We
want them to be dependent on
what God wants.
We want them to be partnering
with what the Holy Spirit is
asking them to do with their
lives.

Do you see the digital age as a
factor producing the present
generation gap?
Yes, that is part of the growing
generation gap — the digital age.
But what’s interesting is that it’s
not just young people that are at
the front edge of that wave. So
are many older adults.
The important distinction is
to recognize that even
though young people
‘Christianity is no longer What do you see
are more comfortable
the default religion of ahead for the church
and conversant with
technology, some of our Americans, even though a in the United States?
research shows that
I believe it depends
majority of Americans still on what color of glasses
parents of young children are just as addicted identify as Christians. There you put on and whether
to technology, though in
you’re a person that sees
will be increasing skepti- the glass as half empty
different ways.
And so, it’s not simply cism — and in some cases or half full.
that young people are
Christianity is no
hostility — toward people longer the default relimore digital than the
rest of us. Facebook
of faith and Christians in gion of Americans, even
gives a good picture of
though a majority of
the kind of technological particular. But I think, then, Americans still identify
challenges that we’re
our response to that is, as Christians. There will
going to be in — that
increasing skepti“Do we see those challenges be
young people are the
cism — and in some
as barriers or as
early adopters of techcases hostility — toward
nological practices that opportunities for the Gospel people of faith and
come to define how all
Christians in particular.
to go forward?”’
of us as Christians will
But I think, then, our
interact with our world.
response to that is, “Do
David Kinnaman
we see those challenges
How can we give
as barriers or as opporyoung people a larger view of the
tunities for the Gospel to go forward?”
Kingdom and how they might find
I believe that we have a short window
their place in it?
of perhaps 10 to 20 years. All instituWe need to encourage them to be
tions are facing that kind of radical
reading the right things and reading
reinvention, from government to media,
Scripture with the right framework.
and churches are as well.
One of the most important things that
It really becomes a question of leaderhas helped me in my life with the Scripship — do we have the courage and
ture has been the role of my minister,
imagination to help lead the Christian
not just teaching about Scripture, but
community forward through that?
we meet about monthly, and we talk
about a reading plan — not just to read
RELATED VIEWS: Ron Bruner, executive director of a
so many chapters a day or so many
children’s home in Oklahoma, discusses the relationship
verses a day, but he’ll ask me to read
of Kinnaman’s research to Churches of Christ. See Page 31.

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FEBRUARY 2012

Minister Needed
The Sonora church of
Christ is seeking a full-time
minister solid in the word
and ready to work with our
75-member congregation to
preach the Gospel. Sonora
is located in the historic
gold country of the Sierra
Nevada foothills in northern
California.
Interested candidates may
submit a resume to the attention of Elders, Ed Howard
Sr. and John Pendley
c/o Sonora Church of Christ,
P.O. Box 3111, Sonora, CA
95370 or call John Pendley
for more information
at (209) 533-4627.
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Resources available
from IFC:

     
     
    

      
    


TM



You Lost Me

Why Young Christians are
Leaving Church...and Rethinking
Faith
by David Kinnaman

$7.00 + postage & handling

Faith Links Home Devotionals

Weekly devotionals connecting children,
parents and grandparents developed by IFC

Available in January: (See sample at www.oc.edu/IFC)
GOD TAKES CARE OF US - AGES 13-24 MONTHS
Other ages coming soon

Linking Faith and Family
contact IFC@oc.edu
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"  Ê- ""Ê"Ê 1- -Position Description: Rochester College seeks an entrepreneurial leader for the position of Associate
Dean and Director of the Rochester College School of Business, which serves growing enrollments of
traditional-age, adult and online students.
The start date for this position is July 1, 2012. This position reports to the Academic Dean and the Provost.
Screening will begin on January 1, 2012 and continue until the position is filled.
The successful candidate will hold a terminal degree in a Business related field. A personal and
professional commitment to the mission, vision, and values of Rochester College is required. For
qualified candidates, the position includes a Professor title. This is a 12-month appointment and the
salary is competitive and commensurate with qualifications and experience.
Applications will be accepted at the address below, and should include a letter of application, curriculum
vitae or resume, and three letters of reference. Samples of scholarly writing and other supporting
materials are encouraged. Finalists will be invited to campus for an interview. Queries and materials
should be sent to:
Lindsey Dunfee, Director of Human Resources
nääÊ7iÃÌÊÛÊ,>`ÊÊUÊ,V iÃÌiÀÊÃ]ÊV }>ÊÊ{nÎäÇ
`ÕviiJÀV°i`ÕÊUÊÓ{n°Ó£n°Óä£n
For complete job description please visit ÜÜÜ°ÀV°i`ÕÉLÃ
Rochester College is a private, four-year comprehensive college located in Rochester Hills, Mich. Founded
in 1959 by members of the Churches of Christ, Rochester’s mission is to engage students in a vigorous
liberal arts education within a Christian community for a life of study and service. Rochester College
has an enrollment of over 1,100 and is experiencing remarkable growth including three years of record
enrollments. The School of Business has the largest enrollment of all the academic areas.

Administrative Minister
The Downtown Church of Christ in Searcy, Arkansas is seeking a fulltime Administrative Minister. This minister oversees the day to day
administrative functions of office supervision, payroll, facilities,
scheduling, communication, and other responsibilities. This minister
will lead our team of ministers, collaborate with our active deacons and
work closely with our shepherds as we implement our vision and
ministries.
This minister is the administrative anchor for 1,600 members, 27
shepherds, 4 full-time ministers, office staff, part-time ministers, and
our outreach partners.
The Christ-centered candidate must be people focused, team oriented,
collaborative, and well organized. The candidate will have an
established history of both church and administrative experience.
Additional qualifications and application are available on our website;
along with our vision, ministries, and mission statement

Rochester College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (30 North
LaSalle, Suite 2400, Chicago, Illinois 60602. Phone 312.263.0456). Rochester College is an Equal Employment Opportunity employer.

The Pine Valley Church of
Christ in Wilmington, North
Carolina, is in search of a
youth minister at this time.
We are looking for someone
mature and who has
experience in this area.
We are a congregation of
about 150 with elders and
deacons, and have a current
youth group that is smaller
in size but have a number of
newer incoming children.
If you are interested in this
position please contact Mike
Hipes, minister of the Pine
Valley Church of Christ, at the
following: e-mail mbmhipes@
aol.com, cell (910) 431-3344,
or home (910) 799-6550.

The department of Language and Literature at
Oklahoma Christian University invites applications
for an Assistant Professor position to begin Fall 2012.
Candidates should emphasize their ability to teach
composition, courses related to the Teaching English
as a Foreign Language [TEFL] degree, and basicintermediate language courses corresponding
either to one of the university’s overseas
programs — German, Japanese, Chinese
— or to one of the department’s current
language offerings: French, Spanish.
Applicants with a Ph.D. or ABD are
preferred, but other qualified applicants will
also be considered.
Course load for the position is
4/4 with English courses in Linguistics,
Structure of the English Language, and/
or Teaching English as a Foreign Language, and
Composition, and courses in the appropriate language.
As a department committed to the integration of faith
and learning, Language and Literature is a dynamic
community that serves 100 majors/minors and boasts a
variety of academic successes: an active honors society

www.d owntownchu rch.org /jobs/

chapter, an annual faith-based speakers series, a strong
student/faculty connection, increasing TEFL and writing
internships, and successful placement of graduates. We
seek an engaged candidate whose specific expertise will
further develop our growing TEFL program.
Oklahoma Christian University is a liberal arts university
affiliated with the Churches of Christ. Applicants
should be active members of the Churches of
Christ and have a personal life that reflects the
teachings, example, and love of Jesus Christ.
Applicants should send curriculum vita,
teaching philosophy, statement of faith, and
writing sample related to the particular
specialization to Dr. Cami Agan, Chair
of the department of Language and
Literature at the following e-mail address:
cami.agan@oc.edu.
Electronic attachments and cover letters preferred. The
search will continue through Spring 2012 or until a suitable candidate is found.
Oklahoma Christian University is an equal
opportunity employer.
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Ministry matchmaking: Students find churches
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

LUBBOCK, Texas — “Speed dating”
is how one Christian university
official refers to it.
Only, the matchmaking does
not involve potential romances.
Instead, ministry intern job
fairs — hosted by most colleges
and universities associated with
Churches of Christ — allow
students to interview with a
number of churches in one day.
For church leaders, the
benefit is mutual.
“An intern job fair ... offers
the opportunity
for me to meet
with a larger
number of candidates in one setting than if I had
to track down
students and set
up interviews on
Schroeder
my own,” said
Jennifer Schroeder, children’s
education director with the
McDermott Road Church of
Christ in Plano, Texas.
Here in West Texas, Lubbock
Christian University drew
about 30 churches to its recent
ministry intern job fair — conducted as part of the annual
Betenbough Lectures on Youth
and Family Ministry.
“I had the opportunity to
interview with five different
churches in about a twohour time frame,” said Ryan
Robertson, 21, a youth and
family ministry major.
“There is simply no way to be
prepared to work in a church
until you have been mentored
and trained in an environment
comparable to an internship,”
said Robertson, who served last
semester as a college ministry
intern with the Greenlawn
Church of Christ in Lubbock.
Brittney Warren, 19, a children’s ministry major, said she
gained interview experience
and connected with ministers
she would not have otherwise.
“You can read all about the
mission field and ministry from

others, and you can take class
after class ... but immersing
yourself in a ministry can be
a completely different playing
field,” Warren said. “Being able
to have this opportunity better
prepares and equips us as students for future ministry.”

MINISTERS AS MeNTORS

At Harding University in
Searcy, Ark., a ministry fair
each January is set up “much
like a speed-dating event
where students move from
table to table during 30-minute
interviews,” said Deb Bashaw,
director of career services.
“We encourage the churches
to be open about their programs and where they would
fall in what we commonly
call ‘conservative to liberal,’”
Bashaw said, “so that the
students can choose places
where they will feel at home
philosophically. (That way), the
internship can be a good experience for all.”
Increasingly, churches hire
female as well as male youth
ministry interns, said Walter
Surdacki, who teaches in the
College of Bible and Ministry
at Lipscomb University in
Nashville, Tenn. In fact, he
said, “There are far more
internships for females than
we are able to fill.”
Internship programs also
allow many non-ministry
majors to work with a church
for the summer, Surdacki said.
“Many non-youth ministry
majors find a calling in youth
ministry that they may not have
otherwise known existed,” he
said. “Once they get their hands
dirty in the trenches of ministry, they find this is exactly how
God has shaped them, and they
stick with it.”
Oklahoma Christian
University in Oklahoma City
hosts ministry intern job fairs
throughout the year, youth ministry professor Dudley Chancey
said. But networking between
congregations and Bible profes-

BOBBY ROSS JR.

A student, left, interviews with youth ministers from the Golf Course Road Church of Christ in Midland, Texas.
sors — to identify talented ministry majors — plays an equally
important role, he said.
“The smart youth ministers
do not wait around for the
fairs,” Chancey said. “They call
me and ask who is the best girl
or guy that needs an internship, and they fly up here ...
and hire them.”
Many churches wait until after
spring break to begin inquiring
about interns, he said. That’s too
late, in Chancey’s opinion.
He urges churches to have
a job description and be clear
about expectations.
“Please mentor them in ministry,” he said of students hired.
“The internship is as much for
them as it is for the church they
are serving.”

EXPERIENCE ON A CHURCH STAFF

Several ministers who interviewed students at Lubbock
Christian said they see internships as important to Kingdom
building.
“Our ability to invest in and
raise Christian leaders who
desire to serve full time in
ministry should not be over-

looked,” said Lantz Howard,
youth and family minister for
the High Pointe Church of
Christ in McKinney, Texas.
“The universities are preparing
them mentally and spiritually
for full-time work, but we could
help prepare them emotionally and give them real-life
experience.”
Like Howard, Brandon
Baker, youth and family minister for the Western Hills
Church of Christ in Temple,
Texas, said he
places a high
value on mentoring the next
generation of
church leaders.
Baker spent
time with
potential interns
Howard
at LCU and
its West Texas sister college:
Abilene Christian University.
“Our staff team enjoys the
fresh ideas and perspectives
that interns bring, and we hope
to offer the internship that
we wish we had had,” Baker
said. “Our hope is that interns
experience a summer with us

as a legitimate role on a staff
team as opposed to a support
position that doesn’t reflect the
actual role of a minister.”
Lubbock Christian has more
than 100 Bible majors — 90
percent focused on youth and
family ministry, said Steven
Bonner, director of LCU’s Youth
and Family Ministry Program.
“It has always been important, and it is growing in its
necessity,” Bonner said of
ministry majors interning with
churches, “particularly for students to get field experience.”
Bonner said he encourages
his students to seek church
internships — or to work with
Christian camps — early in
their college years.
Internships can help students
determine if ministry is right
for them, he said.
“Sometimes, negative experiences are good experiences
as well,” he said. “You tend to
learn a lot. ... Some of them
come back and say, ‘This wasn’t
for me.’ But most of them come
back and say, ‘Wow, this was
great.’ It affirms their calling,
and they drive forward.”
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acu.edu
Provost
Abilene Christian University invites applications for provost, the chief
academic officer of the university who serves as a vice president, reporting
directly to the president.
Qualifications
The successful candidate will hold a terminal degree and have a proven
record of promoting excellence in teaching and scholarly activity and service,
and be qualified for tenure and appointment at the rank of full professor.
Candidates also should provide evidence of experience in academic
administration; a proven record of leadership in promoting educational
innovation; experience in strategic planning, accountability and outcomes
assessments; and effective interpersonal skills, attitudes and collaborative
efforts demonstrated in working effectively with diverse constituencies on
and off campus. ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ.
All qualified applicants must be professing Christians and be active, faithful
members of a congregation of the Churches of Christ with a sophisticated
understanding of its heritage, and be willing to support the Christian mission
and purpose of the university.
Appointment
The appointment will be effective on or before July 1, 2012.
About the University and Abilene, Texas
Founded in 1906, ACU is a premier university for the education of
Christ-centered global leaders. It offers 71 majors in more than 125 areas of
study, and is known for its top programs in theology, sciences, business and
education. Its graduates are accepted into medical schools at a rate double the
national average. Its physics program is known for involving undergraduates in
world-class research. It is known around the world for its innovation, especially in
mobile-learning technology. It attracts students from 43 nations, and has 86,000
alumni in more than 100 nations. Its graduates are best-selling authors; winners
of the Pulitzer Prize, Olympic medals, and Emmy, Grammy, Telly and Dove awards;
and national leaders in education, business, science, ministry and the media. Only
four universities – including UCLA, Stanford and USC – have won more NCAA
national team championships. The beautiful, 208-acre main campus is in the city
of Abilene, with a population of 117,000. Located 180 miles west of Dallas/Fort
Worth on Interstate 20, Abilene is the center for education, culture, the arts,
health care, and commerce in West Central Texas. Abilene is the home to five
colleges and universities, and Dyess Air Force Base. ACU is accredited by the
Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools,
and also has disciplinary accreditations in many fields.
Application Process
Applications will be accepted and evaluated until the position is filled;
however, those received by Feb. 6, 2012, will be assured optimal consideration.
Applications will be treated confidentially and should include a cover letter
expressing interest and summarizing the candidate’s qualifications for the
position, a curriculum vitae, and statement of philosophy of academic
leadership. Mail documents electronically in MS Word format to
ACUprovostsearch@acu.edu. Visit acu.edu/provost-search
for complete position description and information.
The mission of the university is to educate students
for Christian service and leadership throughout
the world. ACU does not unlawfully discriminate
in employment practices, in keeping with state
and federal laws, and encourages members of
under-represented groups to apply.
110937-1211

ACU soccer star wins all-America honors

JEREMY ENLOW

Sophomore forward Andrea Carpenter of Abilene Christian University in Texas was named firstteam all-America by the National Soccer Coaches Association of America. Carpenter led ACU to a
20-2-1 record, the Lone Star Conference title and the NCAA Division II quarterfinals.

$12 million housing project launched
SEARCY, Ark. — Harding University has
launched the largest single construction project in the university’s history.
Work has begun on a $12 million
project to build 84 new apartments on
the Searcy campus, President David
Burks said.
Plans call for the apartments, which will
house about 200 students, to be ready
later this year. The one-, two- and threebedroom units will expand housing for
married, female and male students.
The new facilities will be unlike any
of the current apartments on campus,

Burks said.
“The apartments will be built on the
new urban town concept,” he said. “The
apartments will actually be in 15 separate buildings. Each building will have
its own distinctive look and exterior
color scheme.”
Once the initial units are built, Burks
said, the existing West Apartments will
be torn down and replaced within 18 to
24 months.
Harding has set enrollment records
for 25 straight years and topped 7,000
students this past fall.

York marks KJV’s 400th anniversary
YORK, Neb. — York College’s history,
English and Bible departments recently
hosted a two-night symposium on the
400th anniversary of the King James
Bible.
“To Make a Good One Better: The
King James Bible, 1611-2011” focused
on the KJV’s impact on every aspect of
society, from politics and business to
literature and art.
“No other book in history has had

such an impact on any culture for 400
years,” said Frank Wheeler, chairman
of York’s Bible department. “We’re not
celebrating it as the best translation.
We are simply recognizing that it’s had
such an impact culturally.”
Students modeled costumes authentic
to the time, and Renaissance-style
refreshments were served to make the
glimpse into the world of the King James
Bible more complete, organizers said.
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Western Hills Church of
Christ located in Lawton,
Oklahoma, is seeking a
full-time youth minister for
a vibrant, growing church
of 300+ with a children’s
ministry of 70+ students.
Send resume’ to:
office@whchurch.com.
The
perfect gift
ministerial
Complete
andfor
Scriptural,
students
and
graduates.
Thousands of Copies Sold!
The Funeral and Wedding Handbook
AvAilAble At:
CSS Publishing Co:
(800) 537-1030
21st Century Christian
Gospel Advocate
Moyer’s Family Bookstore
Amazon.com
or your local book store

www.robertblairbooks.com

Minister Needed
Do you have a heart for children?
Join our ministry of providing Homes for Children!

DIRECTOR OF CHURCH RELATIONS
Good public speaking abilities, people skills
and computer skills, and physical ability to lift and
carry heavy donated items.
The New Mexico Christian Children’s Home
(Portales, NM) has opportunities for full-time
ministry available.
Great rewards result from serving the Lord by
taking care of children!
Call Charles Anderson or Rod Self at
(575) 356-5372 or 356-8414.
Visit our web page at www.nmcch.org
or e-mail nmcch@yucca.net.

The Department of Psychology and Family Studies at Oklahoma
Christian University is currently seeking a full-time professor of
Psychology or Family Studies. Qualified individuals should hold the
Doctorate degree in psychology, family studies, or a related field,
with demonstrated ability and experience to teach undergraduate
courses in a variety of areas — including the university’s general
education class in psychology. Area of specialization is flexible. Since the department emphasizes the science of
psychology and family studies, the successful candidate
will also demonstrate strong research and statistical
skills. Individuals who are ABD will be considered and
academic rank and salary will be based upon experience
and qualifications.
Qualified applicants must be active members of
the churches of Christ and should include the
following materials:
• A cover letter indicating interest in the position
• A vita
• A statement of teaching philosophy specific to a Christian, Liberal
arts institution
• A statement of church affiliation and acceptance of institution’s
values

The Emporia church of Christ in
Emporia, Kansas, is seeking a
full-time minister to work with
members in growing spiritually,
numerically and in spreading the
Gospel. The minister should have
experience preaching the Good
News. Ministers applying should
be willing to work with all ages in
visitation, teaching the truth and
involved with our campus ministry.
The congregation has a regular
attendance of 70-75, three elders
and six deacons. A three-bedroom
house is provided and is located
next to the church building. Interested individuals can send resume
with references to Church of Christ,
PO Box 572 Emporia, KS 66801
or to Empchurchofchrist@yahoo.
com along with salary and benefit
requirements.
Please include an audio or video of
some of your recent sermons.

• A list of at least three academic/professional references and one
reference from a local church leader — with telephone and e-mail
contact information
• A copy of all academic transcripts (an official copy must be
submitted prior to formal employment)
• A statement of research interests, including any publications and
conference presentations.
The review of applications will begin immediately with
the successful applicant beginning employment in the fall
semester of 2012.
The position will remain open and the application process
will continue until the position is filled.
Please send all application materials to:
Ryan Newell, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Psychology and Family Studies
Oklahoma Christian University
P.O. Box 11000
Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100
Phone: (405) 425-5450
ryan.newell@oc.edu
Oklahoma Christian University is an equal opportunity employer.
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Newsmakers

Honor Roll of Churches 2011-2012
With deepest appreciation to those churches who have provided financial support
for our efforts to inform, inspire and unite Churches of Christ worldwide.
Georgiana Church of Christ, Georgiana, AL; Walnut St Church of Christ, Greenville, AL; Guntersville Church of Christ, Guntersville, AL; Chase Park Church of Christ, Huntsville, AL; Lincoln Church of Christ, Huntsville, AL; Lanett Church of Christ,
Lanett, AL; University Church of Christ, Mobile, AL; Landmark Church of Christ, Montgomery, AL; University Church of
Christ, Montgomery, AL; North Pickens Church of Christ, Reform, AL; Atkins Church of Christ, Atkins, AR; Colony Church of
Christ, Bee Branch, AR; Beedeville Church of Christ, Beedeville, AR; Cave Springs Church of Christ, Cave Springs, AR; Farmington Church of Christ, Farmington, AR; Mt Comfort Church of Christ, Fayetteville, AR; Foreman Church of Christ, Foreman, AR; Church of Christ, Green Forest, AR; Valley View Church of Christ, Greenwood, AR; Central Church of Christ, Little Rock, AR; Jackson Street Church of Christ, Magnolia, AR; Windsong Church of Christ, North Little Rock, AR; Gainesville
Church of Christ, Paragould, AR; Liberty Church of Christ, Paragould, AR; Westridge Church of Christ, Pocahontas, AR; 5th
& Greenwich Church of Christ, Russellville, AR; Saint Joe Church of Christ, Saint Joe, AR; Cloverdale Church of Christ, Searcy,
AR; Eastgate Church of Christ, Siloam Springs, AR; Tafuna Church of Christ, Pago Pago, AS; Duncan Church of Christ, Duncan, AZ; Village Meadows Church of Christ, Sierra Vista, AZ; Central Church of Christ, Anaheim, CA; Chula Vista Church
of Christ, Chula Vista, CA; Church of Christ, Eureka, CA; Church of Christ, Hanford, CA; Imperial Beach Church of Christ,
Imperial Beach, CA; Santa Monica Korean Church of Christ, Los Angeles, CA; Morro Bay Church of Christ, Morro Bay, CA;
Church of Christ, Needles, CA; Porterville Church of Christ, Porterville, CA; Quartz Hill Church of Christ, Quartz Hill, CA;
Central Church of Christ, San Jose, CA; Johnson Ave Church of Christ, San Luis Obispo, CA; Turnpike Road Church of Christ,
Santa Barbara, CA; Church of Christ, Santa Monica, CA; Sonoma Ave. Church of Christ, Santa Rosa, CA; Church of Christ
of Torrance, Torrance, CA; Westside Church of Christ, Torrance, CA; Woodlake Church of Christ, Woodlake, CA; Castle Rock
Church of Christ, Castle Rock, CO; Rye Church of Christ, Rye, CO; Church of Christ, Sterling, CO; Church of Christ, Walsh,
CO; Manchester Church of Christ, Manchester, CT; Church of Christ, Graceville, FL; North Tampa Church of Christ, Lutz,
FL; Melbourne Church of Christ, Melbourne, FL; Vero Beach Church of Christ, Vero Beach, FL; Eastside Church of Christ, Albany, GA; Country Club Road Church of Christ, Dewy Rose, GA; Dublin Church of Christ, Dublin, GA; North Ave Church of
Christ, Hapeville, GA; Quitman Church of Christ, Quitman, GA; Halls Valley Church of Christ, Trion, GA; Church of Christ at
Honolulu, Honolulu, HI; Tent Chapel Church of Christ, Blockton, IA; Council Bluffs Church of Christ, Council Bluffs, IA; Sac
City Church of Christ, Sac City, IA; Linder Road Church of Christ, Meridian,ID; Arthur Church of Christ, Arthur, IL; Crossville
Church of Christ, Crossville, IL; De Witt Ave Church of Christ, Matoon, IL; Lake Land Church of Christ, Mattoon, IL; Church
of Christ, Ottawa, IL; Rockford Church of Christ, Rockford, IL; Heritage Church of Christ, Huntington, IN; Fountain Square
Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN; North Central Church of Christ, Indianapolis, IN; Church of Christ, Sullivan, IN; Belle
Plaine Church of Christ, Belle Plaine, KS; Goodland Church of Christ, Goodland, KS; McPherson Church of Christ, McPherson, KS; Neodesha Church of Christ, Neodesha, KS; Oberlin Church of Christ, Oberlin, KS; Pratt Church of Christ, Pratt, KS;
Parkway Church of Christ, Fulton, KY; Westport Road Church of Christ, Louisville, KY; Lone Oak Church of Christ, Paducah,
KY; Paris Church of Christ, Paris, KY; Mount Vernon Church of Christ, Park City, KY; Archibald Church of Christ, Archibald,
LA; Airline Drive Church of Christ, Bossier City, LA; Luling Church of Christ, Luling, LA; Minden Church of Christ, Minden,
LA; Pine Prairie Church of Christ, Pine Prairie, LA; Pineville Church of Christ, Pineville, LA; Southern Hills Church of Christ,
Shreveport, LA; District Heights Church of Christ, District Heights, MD; Frederick Church of Christ, Frederick, MD; Salisbury
Church of Christ, Salisbury, MD; Brighton Church of Christ, Brighton, MI; Heritage Church of Christ, Clawson, MI; Cameron Ave Church of Christ, Detroit, MI; Lapeer Church of Christ,Lapeer,MI; Arnold Church of Christ, Arnold, MO; Bakerville
Church of Christ, Bragg City, MO; Chillicothe Church of Christ, Chillicothe, MO; Dixon Church of Christ, Dixon, MO; Florissant Church of Christ, Florissant, MO; Church of Christ, Jefferson City, MO; Church of Christ, Odessa, MO; Lemay Church of
Christ, Saint Louis, MO; McKnight Road Church of Christ, Saint Louis, MO; Hurley Church of Christ, Moss Point, MS; Midway Church of Christ, Utica, MS; Glacier Church of Christ, Columbia Falls, MT; Church of Christ, Livingston, MT; Red Lodge
Church of Christ, Red Lodge, MT; Sidney Church of Christ, Sidney, MT; Three Forks Church of Christ, Three Forks,MT;
South Fork Church of Christ, Winston Salem,NC; Beatrice Church of Christ, Beatrice, NE; Hastings Church of Christ, Hastings, NE; Freehold Church of Christ, Freehold, NJ; Montgomery Blvd Church of Christ, Albuquerque, NM;

continued on next page

NAMED: Kiera Kinnaird, Miss Teen of Texas,
part of the Distinguished Youth of America
scholarship and recognition
program. Kinnaird attends
the 12th Street church in
Seagraves, Texas. Jim Harris,
dean of the master’s program at Sunset International
Bible Institute, Lubbock,
Texas. Ryan Roller, assistant
headmaster for marketing
Kinnaird
and admissions at David
Lipscomb Campus School, Nashville, Tenn.
Gen. John A. Bradley and Doug Smith to
the board of trustees for Lipscomb University,
Nashville. Brent Smith, development officer
for Ohio Valley University, Vienna, W.Va.
AWARDED: Gordon Hogan,
honorary Doctor of Law
degree from Harding
University, Searcy, Ark.
Hogan is a former missionary
to Pakistan and Singapore
and a former Harding faculty
member.
Hogan
ANNIVERSARIES: 70th: L.
Cassel and Billie Jo Lawrence, Stuart Okla.
66th: Max and Mildred Dunn, Edmond, Okla.
65th: Eugene and Evelyn Perry, Beamsville,
Ontario. 62nd: Jack and Pat Zieser, Rogue
River, Ore. 61st: Charles and Bonnie Sheppard,
Abilene, Texas. 60th: Willard M. and Yvonne
Simon Cox, Vinita, Okla. Darrell and Beverly
Moody, Abilene, Texas.
BIRTHDAYS: 95th: Merle Howard, Borger, Texas.
91st: Evelyn (Huffard) Perry, Beamsville, Ontario.
PASSAGES: Robert J. Hall, 82, Nov. 27,
Abilene, Texas, longtime member of Churches
of Christ in Jasper and Abilene, Texas, served
on the boards of Abilene Christian University
and Abilene Christian Schools in Texas and
The Christian Chronicle. Robert Jackson,
80, Nov. 21, Nashville, Tenn, member of
Woodmont Hills church and
life regent at Pepperdine
University in Malibu, Calif.
Jerrel Rowden, 77, Nov. 24,
McKinny, Texas, longtime
missionary and worker for
missions in French-speaking
nations. Robert Neil “Bob”
Utley, 57, Dec. 18, teacher, Utley
minister and coordinator
for the Celebrate Recovery program at the
Memorial Road church, Edmond, Okla. Gary
Vaught, 73, Dec. 12, Ypsilanti, Mich., longtime
minister for the Ypsilanti church.
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Jan. 18-21 Sunset International Bible
Institute Vision Workshop. Lubbock,
Texas. Contactwww.sibi.cc/workshop.
Feb. 3-4 Women of Hope Conference.
Embassy Suites Hotel, Murfreesboro, Tenn.
Contact www.hhi.org/womensConference.
Feb. 4 13th Annual “Encouraging
the Encourager” Elders/Ministers/
Church Leaders Seminar. Edgemere
church, Wichita Falls, Texas. Contact (940)
766-0107 or www.edgemere.org/web_
page/Leadership_Seminar.html
Feb. 5-9 76th Annual FreedHardeman University Bible
Lectureship. Freed-Hardeman University,
Henderson, Tenn. Contact www.fhu.edu.
lectureship or kpack@fhu.edu.
Feb. 9 Mission Alive DFW Celebration.
Riverside church, Coppell, Texas. Contact
www.missionalive.org.
Feb. 10 Lakewood Village Seminar.
“What Seniors Need to Know about
the Issues of Homeownership Today.”
Lakewood Village, Fort Worth, Texas.
Contact (817) 451-8001.
Feb. 12 50th Anniversary of the Skagit
Valley church. Burlington, Wash. Contact
rkblunt@hotmail.com or (360) 757-3608.
Feb. 17-18 The NewLifeBehavior
Network of Alabama Jail/Prison
Workshop. Rainbow church, Gadsden,
Ala. Contact (256) 547-3731, or www.
alabamaprisonministryworkshop.org.
Feb. 17-19 LAUNCH Christian Singles
Weekend. Oceanside church, Satellite
Beach, Fla. Contact (321) 698-1111 or
burkardce@bellsouth.net.
Feb. 24-25 Affirming the Faith
Seminar. North MacArthur church,
Oklahoma City. Contact www.affirming
thefaithok.com.
March 2-3 Arkansas Shepherding
Conference. “Grown-Up Churches:
Shepherding Congregations Toward
Maturity.” Pleasant Valley church, Little
Rock, Ark. Contact (501) 225-5818 or
www.pvcc.org.
March 5-8 Faulkner University
Lectureship. Faulkner University,
Montgomery, Ala. Theme: “Christ Above
All. (Studies from Hebrews).” Contact
cmay@faulkner.edu.
March 8 Third Annual Warren Christian
Apologetics Center benefit dinner.
Warren Christian Apologetics Center,
Vienna, W.Va. Contact (877) 350-9222, or
www.warrenapologeticscenter.org.
March 20-25 Seminar in
Congregation Shepherding and
Leadership. Harding School of Theology,
Memphis, Tenn. Contact (901) 432-7724.
Complete CALENDAR at www.christianchronicle.org
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Honor Roll of Churches 2011-2012
continued from previous page
Netherwood Park Church of Christ, Albuquerque, NM; Fox & Lake Church of Christ, Carlsbad, NM; Dora Church of Christ,
Dora, NM; Gallup Church of Christ, Gallup, NM; Victory Road Church of Christ, Henderson, NV; Linwood Church of Christ,
Buffalo, NY; Lawson Road Church of Christ, Rochester, NY; Church of Christ, Roosevelt, NY; Islip Church of Christ, West Islip, NY; Belpre Church of Christ, Belpre, OH; Cadiz Church of Christ, Cadiz, OH; Turner Road Church of Christ, Dayton,
OH; Beaver St Church of Christ, Lisbon, OH; Struthers Church of Christ, Struthers, OH; Woodsfield Church of Christ, Woodsfield, OH; Afton Church of Christ, Afton, OK; Main Street Church of Christ, Alex, OK; Elm & Hudson Church of Christ, Altus, OK;Tamarack Road Church of Christ, Altus, OK; Antlers Church of Christ, Antlers, OK; Adams Blvd Church of Christ,
Bartlesville, OK; Church of Christ, Beaver, OK; Downtown Church of Christ, Bixby, OK; Clayton Church of Christ, Clayton,
OK; Colony Church of Christ, Colony, OK; 4th and College Church of Christ, Cordell, OK; Carter Park Church of Christ, Del
City, OK; 2nd & Adams Church of Christ, Elk City, OK; Fort Cobb Church of Christ, Fort Cobb, OK; Church of Christ, Granite, OK; Hammon Church of Christ, Hammon, OK; Indianola Church of Christ, Indianola, OK; Morris Church of Christ, Morris, OK; Church of Christ, Mountain View, OK; Chandler Road Church of Christ, Muskogee, OK; Noble Church of Christ,
Noble, OK; Airport Church of Christ, Oklahoma City, OK; Oakcrest Church of Christ, Oklahoma City, OK; Church of Christ,
Okmulgee, OK; 7th & Jackson Church of Christ, Perry, OK; Farrell Ave Church of Christ, Shawnee, OK; Church of Christ in
Spiro, Spiro, OK; South Brooke Church of Christ, Tulsa, OK; Wapanucka Church of Christ, Wapanucka, OK; Wetumka Church
of Christ, Wetumka, OK; Circle Church of Christ, Corvallis, OR; Southwest Church of Christ, Tigard, OR; Camp Hill Church
of Christ, Camp Hill, PA; Lower Bucks Church of Christ, Fairless Hills, PA; Harding Church of Christ, Falls, PA; Church of
Christ of Wellsboro, Wellsboro, PA; Allentown Church of Christ, Whitehall, PA; South Williamsport Church of Christ, Williamsport, PA; Yankton Church of Christ, Yankton, SD; Bartlett Woods Church of Christ, Arlington, TN; Harpeth Hills Church
of Christ,Brentwood, TN; Brighton Church of Christ, Brighton, TN; Mount Zion Church of Christ, Buchanan, TN; Brainerd Church of Christ, Chattanooga, TN; East Brainerd Church of Christ, Chattanooga, TN; Madison St Church of Christ,
Clarksville, TN; Collegeside Church of Christ, Cookeville, TN; Jefferson Avenue Church of Christ, Cookeville, TN; Covington Church of Christ, Covington, TN; Smyrna Church of Christ, Culleoka, TN; Patty Church of Christ, Delano, TN; South
Church of Christ, Harriman, TN; Kingston Church of Christ, Kingston, TN; Lascassas Church of Christ, Lascassas, TN; Crewstown Church of Christ, Lawrenceburg, TN; Leoma Church of Christ, Leoma, TN; Maryville Church of Christ, Maryville, TN;
Great Oaks Church of Christ, Memphis, TN; Southwind Church of Christ, Memphis, TN; Bellevue Church of Christ, Nashville, TN; Old Hickory Church of Christ, Old Hickory, TN; Union Hill Church of Christ, Portland, TN; Raus Church of Christ,
Shelbyville, TN; Powell Valley Church of Christ, Speedwell, TN; Coopertown Church of Christ, Springfield, TN; Exchange St.
Church of Christ, Union City, TN; Adrian Church of Christ, Adrian, TX; Eastside Church of Christ, Austin,TX; Avery Church
of Christ, Avery, TX; Ridgewood Church of Christ, Beaumont, TX; Brownfield Church of Christ, Brownfield,TX; Church of
Christ, Clarendon, TX; Clifton Church of Christ, Clifton, TX; Elm Street Church of Christ, Coleman, TX; Church of Christ,
Commerce, TX; Grace Crossing, Conroe, TX; Hawn Freeway Church of Christ, Dallas, TX; Duncanville Church of Christ, Duncanville, TX; Daugherty St. Church of Christ, Eastland, TX; Gail Church of Christ, Gail, TX; Hillcrest Church of Christ, Gainesville, TX; Buckingham Road Church of Christ, Garland, TX; Saturn Road Church of Christ, Garland, TX; George West Church
of Christ, George West,T X; Graford Church of Christ, Graford, TX; Holly Lake Church of Christ, Hawkins, TX; South Main
Church of Christ, Henderson, TX; Memorial Church of Christ, Houston, TX; West University Church of Christ, Houston, TX;
Westbury Church of Christ, Houston, TX; Church of Christ, Iraan, TX; Lake Jackson Church of Christ, Lake Jackson, TX; Austin Street Church of Christ, Levelland, TX; Church of Christ, Llano, TX; Alpine Church of Christ, Longview, TX; South Plains
Church of Christ, Lubbock, TX; Marble Falls Church of Christ, Marble Falls, TX; Travis Peak Church of Christ, Marble Falls,
TX; Matador Church of Christ, Matador, TX; Maud Church of Christ, Maud, TX; Meadow Church of Christ, Meadow, TX;
Mesquite Church of Christ, Mesquite, TX; Fairmont Park Church of Christ, Midland, TX; Broad Street Church of Christ, Mineola, TX; Nolanville Church of Christ, Nolanville, TX; Main Street Church of Christ, Olton, TX; Onalaska Church of Christ,
Onalaska, TX; Church of Christ, Palacios, TX; 13th & Jefferson Church of Christ, Perryton, TX; Main Street Church of Christ,
Petersburg, TX; Ninth & Columbia Church of Christ, Plainview, TX; Roby Church of Christ, Roby, TX; Sabinal Church of
Christ, Sabinal, TX; Fort Sam Houston Church of Christ, San Antonio, TX; Western Heights Church of Christ, Sherman, TX;
Sidney Church of Christ, Sidney, TX; Taylor Church of Christ, Taylor, TX; Walnut Church of Christ, Texarkana, TX; South
Main Church of Christ, Weatherford, TX; Welch Church of Christ, Welch, TX; Whitney Church of Christ, Whitney, TX; Broadway Church of Christ, Wichita Falls, TX; Shep Church of Christ, Wingate, TX; Church of Christ, Covington, VA; Glen Allen
Church of Christ, Glen Allen, VA; Hampton Church of Christ, Hampton, VA; Bellevue Church of Christ, Bellevue, WA; Cashmere Church of Christ, Cashmere, WA; Ellensburg Church of Christ, Ellensburg, WA; Church of Christ, Spokane, WA; Washougal Church of Christ, Washougal, WA; First Church of Christ, Wenatchee, WA; Waupaca Church of Christ, Waupaca, WI;
Camden Ave Church of Christ, Parkersburg, WV; 36th Street Church of Christ, Vienna, WV; Green River Church of Christ,
Green River, WY; Lander Church of Christ, Lander, WY; Church of Christ, Thermopolis, WY.

30

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FEBRUARY 2012

editorial

Ever-Laughing Life

by Jonny Hawkins

Power and joy of reconciliation

‘T

herefore, if you are
offering your gift at
the altar and there
remember that your
brother or sister has
something against you, leave
your gift there in front of the
altar. First, go and be reconciled
to them; then come and offer
your gift.” — Matthew 5:23-24

If you’ve spent any amount
of time at all in the church,
someone has hurt you. Or you
have hurt someone. Or, more
likely, both.
We are human. We fall short
of the glory of God. We sin.
We disagree. We argue. We
carry grudges. We cry and
cause tears.
But what did Jesus say?
Could our Lord and Savior
have spoken any more clearly in
the Sermon on the Mount?
“Go and be reconciled,” Jesus
said.
As a new year dawns, what
better time to make a fresh start
with a brother or sister who has
something against you?
Recent headlines provide snapshots of the power of reconciliation and the joy that it brings:
• For Lipscomb and
Don Meyer, a court of
reconciliation.

A front-page story this month
been bruised, and because of
reports on Lipscomb University
that, some of the relationships
and its former longtime men’s
are ... we tolerate each other, but
basketball coach, Don Meyer,
we don’t get along like a family.”
healing old wounds.
Praise God for a new congreAs Meyer’s daughter, Brooke
gation intent on bringing reconMeyer Napier, describes
ciliation to broken hearts.
Lipscomb’s decision to name its
• In Big Sky countr y, three
basketball court after her father, congregations merge.
it’s “a story of redemption and
Two months ago, we shared
things coming full circle.”
news of three churches in
Praise God for both sides
Helena, Mont., coming together
embracing the opportunity to
in a community where personal
move forward in a positive,
disputes, doctrinal issues, allecompelling fashion.
giances to ministers and sins by
• Church
leaders all have
planted in hotel
contributed to splits
‘As a new year
ballroom touts
and hurt feelings.
dawns, what better
‘New Life.’
Mark Wilson,
As we reported
one of the founding
time to make
last month, a new
members of the
a fresh start with Big Sky Church of
congregation
called the New
a brother or sister Christ, shared how
Life Church of
Christians who had
who has something been hurt moved
Christ has been
planted in the St.
past their suspiagainst you?’
Louis area.
cions and tensions
The church
and reconciled.
intends to reach people who
“Everybody was sincere,” he
have no relationship with God as said, “and nobody was trying
well as former church members
to bring all that past history
who have become estranged.
forward.”
“The idea is, there’s a lot of
Praise God for Christians
hurt. There’s a lot of pain,”
willing to let go and let God
minister Thomas Jackson
move hearts and minds.
told The Christian Chronicle.
“Go and be reconciled,” Jesus
“There’s a lot of hearts that have said.
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“I tried to start a baptistery supply
business, but it went under.”

feedback

7 billion reasons to evangelize

T

he world’s booming population prompted us to ask,
“Can churches reach 7
billion souls?” in our January
edition.
We received thoughtful
responses from Christians
around the globe, including
David Kolleh, a minister in
the African nation of Liberia.
“As more people inhabit
the earth, the issues of jobs,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: letters@christianchronicle.org
The Christian Chronicle® welcomes and encourages
feedback that promotes thoughtful and respectful
discussion. Letters/comments should be 150 words or less
and may be edited for length and clarity. Comments to
the print or online editions are considered to be letters to
the editor and may be published. Please include name,
city and state of residence, as well as home congregation.
The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication, but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from those
who purchase the advertising space. News coverage,
opinion columns, reviews, letters to the editor and
advertising do not necessarily represent the views of or

employment and sustainability
become crucial,” Kolleh said.
“Every plan should be put into
place to tackle the problem of
the unsaved.”
Read more responses in
our web-exclusive feature at
www.christianchronicle.org.
Look for “Online Exclusives”
in the lower-right corner of
the home page — and please
leave a comment.

constitute endorsement by the editors, the staff, the Board of Trustees of
The Christian Chronicle or Oklahoma
Christian University.
The Christian Chronicle® is published
monthly and is served by a national
Board of Trustees that is charged with
the responsibility for policy and
governance. All trustees, editors and
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Woody Loden Jr. • James Moore • Robert Oglesby Sr.
Mike O’Neal • Barry Packer • Kevin Ramsey
Harold Redd • Harry Risinger • Milton Sewell • Gary Tabor
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To stop the flow of young people leaving Churches
of Christ, intergenerational relationships are vital

D

avid Kinnaman has confirmed what Faith Center at Oklahoma Christian.
tered. When we truly see ourselves as
many of us have long suspected:
So far, some of the common denomia priesthood of believers, then we allow
The church is losing too many
nators appear to be connection, spiriall of the believers to serve.
members of its younger generations.
tual practices, shared experience,
• Shared experience — Beyond
Why is that?
stor y and communal discernment.
the church building, Phyllis and Bailey
In “You Lost Me,” Kinnaman tells us,
When my daughter, Bailey, was 4, she shared time. They ate together. They
“It’s a disciple-making problem. The
began visiting the nursing home with
talked and laughed together. In my
church is not adequately preparing the
a family friend, Phyllis Morgan. On
heart, I can still hear them singing alto
next generation to follow Christ faithfully Wednesday afternoons, my wife, Ann,
together in worship as their experience
in a rapidly changing culture.”
would fix a basket of goodies
led them into the presence of God.
Views
This is no new problem. After
for Bailey to share, and Phyllis
• Stor y — As they shared time, they
visiting congregations across
would drive by our house to
came to share their stories. Phyllis
Kentucky in 1843, Barton Stone
pick her up. Together they
knows the story of Bailey’s life. Bailey
concluded, “There has been
would spend an hour or two
knows enough of the life of Phyllis to
more labor expended in reaping
talking with their friends at the
love her and respect her for who she
down the harvest than in
home.
is. Together they have woven their
preserving it when reaped.”
Afterward, Phyllis would take
combined experiences into the story of
Societal changes since the
Bailey out for something to eat
God. If, as Kinnaman says, “every story
time of Stone have worsened
and catch up with the rest of us
matters,” then we ought to show our
the situation. Labor laws and
Ron Bruner
at Wednesday evening services. love for each other by knowing each
public schools have shaped a
Later they would tell us stories
other’s stories.
better world for children while uninten- of their adventures.
• Communal discernment —
tionally complicating day-to-day, interOccasionally Phyllis would call the
As Bailey grew more experienced in
generational sharing of faith like that
house: “Ron, I need to talk with Bailey.
walking alongside Phyllis, they began
described in Deuteronomy 6.
Sister S. passed away last night, and I
to talk more about what to do in their
As a fellowship, our response to these need to talk to her about it.”
time together and how to do it. It was
changes has been inadequate.
I would hand the phone to Bailey and
about more than having ownership of
“So many of us think that when we’ve
watch while her
the decision. Bailey
baptized our children, we’re done,” says
grandmother in the ‘For young disciples, the church needed to hear Phyllis’
Dudley Chancey, associate professor of
faith helped her
wisdom, and Phyllis
youth ministry at Oklahoma Christian
move through grief seems overprotective, shallow, needed to access
University. “We tend to forget the
toward a shared
Bailey’s insight. They
anti-science, repressive,
second part of the commission from
hope and faith.
could make better deciexclusive and doubtless. In the sions together.
Jesus: ‘Go therefore and make disciWhat keys does
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the
this anecdote give
In the years to come,
years to come, churches that
name of the Father and of the Son and of us for sharing
we can hope that
hope to turn this tide will build ongoing research will
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey faith between
everything that I have commanded you.’”
generations?
faith-shaping connections improve our insight into
Accelerating change in all areas of
• Connection —
the practice of interbetween generations.’
life over the past decades has made
Phyllis has her own
generational ministry.
it even more difficult for churches to
flesh and blood. She
Until then, we should
help young people seeking to build a
chose, though, to treat Ann and me like approach these conversations with a
coherent faith. For young disciples, the
her children in the faith and our chilhealthy dose of humility. What works
church seems overprotective, shallow,
dren as her grandchildren. She persisfor one congregation may not work
anti-science, repressive, exclusive and
tently offered a connection to Bailey
so well for another. What makes
doubtless.
that was and remains an irresistible call one young person soar may turn off
In the years to come, churches that
into the community of God’s people.
another.
hope to turn this tide will build faith• Spiritual practice — Phyllis and
Whatever we do, we should attempt
shaping connections between generaBailey entered into spiritually formawith the help of God to discern as a
tions. The very best children’s, youth
tive practices together. Beyond Phyllis
community what practices are wise for
and family ministries will be the ones
helping Bailey to learn to sing and pray our own community.
that intentionally build lifelong, interin cradle roll, their later practice made
generational connections.
visiting the elderly into a habit that
RONALD BRUNER is executive director of Westview
How do we build these connections?
shaped the virtues and values of both.
Boys’ Home in Hollis, Okla. He is collecting stories about
There is much ongoing research,
In turn, their ministry touched the faith faith-sharing across generations. Submit stories to
including that of the Intergenerational
of everyone with whom they minisronald.bruner@oc.edu.
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Years of labor produce
fruit in Eastern Europe
What an inspiring story! (“From
Bible smugglers to suppliers: EEM
at 50,” Page 17, January.) Eastern
European Mission is truly fulfilling
Jesus’ Great Commission.
As someone who participated in
moving Bibles across borders where
they were once considered contraband, I can’t express in words how
thrilling it is to print them within
the borders of countries where they
were once outlawed. I wish that the
United States had such freedoms as
are described in these lines. This
article tells the story of God’s faithfulness to his Word.
A righteous, God-fearing, Scripturequoting generation is a great return
on years of investment of faith, prayer
and finances. I know that God is
doing much more than we know
about.
Roger Massey | Zagreb, Croatia

Churches’ dwindling support
for children’s homes lamented
This just breaks my heart.
(“Declining church support concerns Christian children’s homes,”
Page 1, January.) Even with the economic downturn, America is one of
the richest countries in the world.
Are we losing focus on what is
really important?
We can spend all the money in
the world on “programs” to grow
the church, but if we don’t start
truly showing love to one another,
especially to the children, we are not
going to accomplish anything.
Stephanie Skelton | Seymour, Texas

Another number that inspires
In response to “Numbers that
inspired us” (Page 29, January):
• 373: The number of teenagers
from Tigard High School that came
to the Southwest Church of Christ
for our Teen Breakfast on a Tuesday
morning. We serve a hot breakfast to
these teens every Tuesday morning
throughout the school year.
This has been a great outreach to
our community.
Jeff Grow | Tigard, Ore.
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Are we the church that Jesus wants?
broken people can find acceptance,
should be, according to Platt, places where
accountability and support. They are
Christians are reminded of their responsiave churches become somerelational communities where people
bility to follow the Great Commission and
thing entirely different than Jesus
discover their humanity in a non-judgshare the Gospel with every people group
intended them to be?
mental sanctuary. Shelly laments that
in the world. By “people group,” Platt is
Rubel Shelly, president of the Church
many churches have wandered off the
referring to tribes and nations where less
of Christ-associated
avenue of authentic discipleship than 2 percent of the population is made
Rochester College in
and have become competitive,
up of evangelical Christians.
Michigan, and David
bland and isolationist.
While that percentage seems arbitrary
Platt, megachurch
There is hope for churches,
— and many of Platt’s Scriptures are
pastor and author of
Shelly claims, if they let God
examples of proof-texting (for example,
the bestselling book
be God and point others to
claiming the word “nations” in Matthew
“Radical,” argue
the Jesus of the Gospels. The
28:19 means “people group”) — Platt
that many churches,
Jesus in Scripture was kind,
certainly is correct to call the attention of
particularly those in
accepting, gracious and selfchurches in the West to the popular trend
the United States,
sacrificing. By focusing on the
of building communities that are nothing
indeed no longer
“pre-Christian” Jesus, churches
more than means of self-entertainment
represent the key
can once again be the counterand monuments to self-sufficiency. It is
ideals of Jesus.
cultural presence of God’s
when churches take seriously the task of
Instead, what
reconciling work in the world.
exalting God’s glory and radically risking
they see across the
Some readers will find Shelly’s themselves to share the good news of
country are frequent
characterization of churches as
Jesus that they will once again be the
examples of churches
either hard-hearted, judgmental church Jesus intended. Platt’s book also
that have become self- H H H H H
institutions or compassionate,
comes with a discussion guide at the
Rubel Shelly. I Knew Jesus
centered purveyors
inclusive communities as a
end. It is organized with a clear strucBefore He Was A Christian
of a sanctimonious
gross error in generalization.
ture and enough questions to engage an
… and I Liked Him Better
religiosity. Despite
Undoubtedly, Christians have
adult class dialogue on living missionally.
Then. Abilene, Tex.: Leafwood been and continue to be marred
their differences in
Both books would work effectively
Press. 221 pages, $14.99.
theology, both Platt
by sin in their treatfor an adult class that
and Shelley believe
ment of others.
wants to reexamine the
that many churches desperately need to
But, in my experience with
question of the mission
be challenged to reclaim their true calling churches that Shelly would
and purpose of Christ’s
and purpose as Christ’s church.
characterize as examples of
church.
In “I Knew Jesus Before He Was A
“sanctified religiosity,” there
“Radical Together”
Christian … and I Liked Him Better
are people who have compaswould appeal more to
Then,” Shelly warns Christians not to
sion for lost souls, hungry
younger adults who
allow their faith to travel the same disaspeople and injustice in the
typically crave chaltrous path taken by the Pharisees Jesus
world.
lenges to their faith and
contended against in the Gospels. Many
Nevertheless, Shelly uses a
obedience and want
of these religious figures, notes Shelly,
strong prophetic voice to call
to focus on the topic
were phonies who masked their lack of
churches to those virtues of
briefly.
authentic trust in God with group-defining faith, hope and love repeatedly
“I Knew Jesus ...,”
practices, “theological hairsplitting” and
demonstrated by Jesus.
on the other hand, is
hypercritical condemnation of others.
The book ends with a brief
organized for a longer
Churches today that go down that
discussion guide covering
curriculum of 12 to 13
H H H H H
same spiritual highway are placing their
each chapter that groups
weeks and would more
emphasis on signs of “institutionalized
reading through this material David Platt. Radical
likely resonate with an
Together: Unleashing
religiosity.” While promoting a faith that
together will find helpful.
older adult audience
the People of God for the
is primarily concerned about having the
In “Radical Together:
that has experienced
Purpose of God. Colorado
correct answers to all doctrinal quesUnleashing the People of
firsthand the type of
Springs, Colo.: Multnomah
tions, these churches end up ignoring
God for the Purpose of
rule-focused, legalistic
Books. 163 pages, $14.99.
the central tenets of Jesus’ teaching —
God,” Platt calls churches
and sectarian churches
relationships with others that are charac- collectively to do what he
that Shelly sees as
terized by love and compassion.
called individual Christians to do in his
increasingly marginalized in today’s
Shelly urges churches to take a page
best-selling book “Radical.” Too many
society.
from recovery groups such as Alcoholics churches have embraced the model of
Anonymous. These groups, which Shelly simply growing bigger and providing
JOHN HARRISON is professor of New Testament and
sees paralleling churches described in
programs and comforts that meet the
ministry at Oklahoma Christian University and a member
Acts, create environments where sinful,
needs of their members. Instead, churches of the Memorial Road Church of Christ in Edmond, Okla.
By John Harrison | For The Christian Chronicle
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
Memoir

Jennifer Grant. Love
You More: The
Divine Surprise
of Adopting My
Daughter. Nashville,
Tenn.: Thomas
Nelson. 224 pages,
$15.99.
Former journalist Grant offers
the story of how she and her
husband adopted a Guatemalan
daughter after having three biological children. This heartfelt,
humorous book looks to be a
good resource for families considering or touched by adoption.

Serving Others

Tim Chester. A
Meal with Jesus:
Discovering Grace,
Community, and
Mission around the
Table. Wheaton Ill.:
Crossway Books. 144
pages, $14.99.
A shared meal should be much
more than a social occasion or
church fellowship, says Chester, a
missiology teacher. In this book,
he explores this important, oftenoverlooked act of service: how
Jesus ate with tax collectors and
sinners, and how churches and
families can offer grace to unbelievers by eating together.

Spiritual
Growth

Darren Whitehead
and Jon Tyson.
Rumors of God:
Experience the
Kind of Faith You’ve
Only Heard About.
Nashville, Tenn.:
Thomas Nelson. 108 pages, $15.99.
These authors, both Australians
who have become leaders of large
churches stateside, contend that
many Christians have heard about
God all their lives, but have yet to
experience all that he has to offer.
In this revitalizing read, they
cover the rumors of grace, hope,
commitment and community.
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Memoir recalls mixed memories
of ‘Growing up Church of Christ’
of his religion: baptism, instrumental
music and women’s role in the church.
emoirs can inspire and encourage.
At the end of each topic are three or
They share true stories of how a
four memories or opinions of people
person overcame great obstacles
who have been or are members of
to become the strong, interesting person Churches of Christ.
he or she is today.
Quite a few of Allen’s memories deal
Most of all, they examine a life, so
with living in his father’s long shadow,
that readers are inspired to examine
which he often seemed to resent. He
their own.
recalls hearing an inspiring
A new memoir by Mike
message from his father
Allen, son of prominent,
about how to handle
now retired, Church of
college life and wondering
Christ evangelist Jimmy
why Jimmy Allen never
Allen, has the potential to
shared this great advice
do all these things, but it
with his son, face to face.
ultimately falls short.
The anecdotes suggest
In “Growing Up Church
that Allen’s relationship
of Christ,” the author preswith his father merits
ents a string of snapshots
deeper analysis and
from his life, some almost
could even be one of the
short enough to be nothing
reasons he left the Church
more than a photo caption,
of Christ, but this is left
all conversational enough to
unexamined.
be a blog entry.
The end result of these
H H H H H
Some of his stories will
meandering memories is
Mike S. Allen. Growing
strike an “a-ha” note of
that Allen, his wife and
Up Church of Christ.
recognition with readers
their three children leave
who grew up in a Christian Charleston, S.C.: Mike S.
the Church of Christ
Allen. 190 pages, $12.95 and choose to worship
household.
(paperback), $5.99 (Kindle). at a nondenominational
Some are funny: Allen
recalls his older brother
community church. His
Jimmy singing a hymn as he walked
reasons for leaving are never fully
around the house wearing only his
explored. What does he get out of his
underwear and snapping his waistband
worship at this church that he couldn’t
along with his song. Allen called out,
get at a Church of Christ? How did his
“Ooooh Jimmy! That’s instrumental
family — especially his father —react
music!”
when he told them he had chosen to
Other memories recall the powerful
worship somewhere else?
preaching of Allen’s father, how people
Only the externals are covered:
would stream up the aisles during the
conversations he had, actions he took.
invitation song, and sometimes he and
The personal prayers and Bible studies
other children sitting in the front would are not mentioned, leaving the reader
get up and stand at the front to give
wondering what he based this decitheir seats to those who came forward
sion on, besides discontent with the
to request baptism or prayers.
local Churches of Christ he visited after
Allen presents the memories by
moving to a new town and state.
topical, not necessarily chronologThere is some value here, found in
ical order. After some background on
Allen’s lighthearted humor, which often
his family and growing up, he gives a
hits its mark, and a few vivid scenes
long section of general church memothat draw the reader in for a moment.
ries, then two short sections on church
But his lack of depth will leave readers
camp and Allen’s education at Harding
unsatisfied and wondering why.
Academy and Harding University.
The largest section is on “Life and
KIMBERLY MAUCK is Reviews Editor for The Christian
Doctrine,” which covers Allen’s experiChronicle. See an expanded version of this review online
ences with some of the major aspects
at www.christianchronicle.org.
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NEW FROM THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE

By Kimberly Mauck | The Christian Chronicle

M

Getting Along
Explores how women can
better get along with other women and overcome
petty jealousies, competition and gossip.
G55719
Reg. $8.99

A Recipe for Peace
Janie Craun, editor of Christian
Woman magazine, uses seven
ingredients for a satisfying
life to teach us how to make
spiritual food for ourselves and
those around us. Focuses on
several passages in Philippians.
G55771
Reg. $9.99

1-800-251-8446

www.gospeladvocate.com

Struggle Seek Grow
An insightful study into the
lives of 12 biblical women
shows how spiritual disciplines help women realize God’s power, potential
and providence in their lives.
G55801
Reg. $9.99

GOSPEL
ADVOCATE
A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1855

Oklahoma Christian University is a higher learning community which transforms
lives for Christian faith, scholarship, and service. The University is currently
accepting applications for the following staff positions:

Business Office: Assistant Controller. This position reports to the
Controller, and is responsible for assisting in all facets of accounting and
financial reporting and oversight of business operations. A Bachelor’s
Degree in Accounting is required, and CPA status is preferred.
Director of Transportation Services. This position reports to the Director
of Physical Plant Services, and is responsible for oversight of the vehicle
fleet for the university. Specific responsibilities include scheduling of
buses for academic, athletic, and other campus uses, maintenance and
upkeep of vehicles, and management of drivers and risk control policies.
Experience in fleet or transportation management and mechanical
knowledge or skills are required. Bachelor’s Degree is preferred.
Resumes should be forwarded to the attention of Lynn Hooper, Director of
Human Resources, Oklahoma Christian University. Lynn.Hooper@oc.edu.

33

34

OPINION

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FEBRUARY 2012

Read the entire Bible in 2012

I

Communication Disorders
College of Nursing
Pre-Medicine
College of Pharmacy
Physical Therapy
Physician Assistant Program

Making a difference in the lives of others
Harding University offers hands-on learning opportunities
for students wanting to make a positive difference in the
lives of others. Choose from a variety of health-related fields,
including nursing, physician assistant, pharmacy and others.
Join our mission to take compassion — and the healing arts —
out into the world to improve the health of those we serve.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas

really like fresh beginnings.
A new year always arouses my
imagination and anticipation about
the prospects of another year when
the adventure of life calls. I have been
blessed to work in higher education,
where courses and students change
every four months. Even when I am
teaching the same course I taught last
semester, I have new students who will
respond in different ways to the readings, the ideas and the work.
As I anticipated another year, I was
reminded that life is so full that I can
hardly absorb all its wonders. For many
years I have read the Bible through,
using different guides or Bibles.
Thinking back, I realized that I have
not read the Bible through since 2000.
That year we were traveling most of the
time, and so long train or plane rides
offered great opportunities for reading.
Joyce and I each had texts arranged
in chronological order with readings
requiring about 30 minutes each day.
As we look forward to 2012, we have
set a goal of reading the Bible from
Genesis to Revelation, which will allow
us to see God’s working with mankind
from the creation through the last epistles to people in churches during the
first century of the Christian era. We
are using the One Year Bible in the
New Living Translation, a translation
designed for oral reading.
I am challenging readers of The
Christian Chronicle to read the entire
Bible in 2012. You can find guides in
most religious bookstores or you can
Google “One Year Bible” to find many
different schedules to aid you with
a system. Reading takes on greater
value when you remind yourself each
day that you are hearing the words
of God directing people of different
eras to become more devoted to God
and seeking a life of deep spirituality.
Through the years, I have learned that
I benefit more if I have a pen and tablet
handy to write down ideas that I need
to consider more fully. I also keep notes
about themes and characters.
This year I am looking for prophecies about the Messiah, workings of
the Holy Spirit, promises God makes
to all mankind and motivation of people
who turn against God. In the past I
have kept notes about the specific characteristics of each book in the Bible. I
have also studied the ways the synoptic

gospels are different from each other.
I looked for all miracles one year, and I
saw the amazing works of God through
nearly two millennia. Many of the miracles illustrate dramatic rescues of God’s
people or of a single godly person.
I realize that some
Insight
Christians are not
especially interested
in the Old Testament.
Personally I think that it
is not possible to know
God — his patience, his
faithfulness, his justice
— if you do not know
the Old Testament.
Even those familiar
Bailey McBride stories about the Old
Testament characters that most learn about in children’s
Sunday school classes contain deeper
lessons that as adults we all need to
understand. I am, therefore, hopeful that
all will read the entire Bible this year.
Most plans for reading the Bible
in one year include Old Testament,
New Testament and Psalms/Proverbs
each day. That blend helps focus
attention on Scripture directly applicable to Christians and still provides
insights about how God has worked
in the past. The Psalms and Proverbs,
written in poetry, require thought
and analysis. Those readings take on
greater meaning when read aloud and
discussed with another person who will
see different ways of thinking about the
poetic images.
A fundamental problem with most
annual reading schedules blending OT
and NT develops because the continuity of narratives is often broken up.
Therefore, note-taking will help connect
the parts of the stories for a reader.
The Bible remains one of the bestselling books in the world. But Bible
reading is not a regular practice in most
homes even in America.
Therefore, I am encouraging you to
set aside time to read the whole Bible
this year.
You can schedule 30 minutes a day
and reach the goal. Our plan is to
devote the 30 minutes after nightly
news to reading our One Year Bible.
We are resolved to read the entire
Bible this year, and I pray you will let
God speak to you every day of 2012.
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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What exactly is the
“real world”?

S

ome Christian students attend secular colleges and
universities because they want to succeed in the
so-called “real world.” But as the “real world” fails
and falters and falls, many of those same students
discover they need more than a diploma from a
“famous university.” One day they realize they need
a value system and a faith to sustain them in the midst
of the storm.

O

ur Christian universities and colleges prepare
students in the dual aspects of life preparation
and spiritual formation. Any other kind of
education short-changes our children. Think about
the REAL “real world.” It’s time to challenge
conventional wisdom.

Consider Christian higher education,
the true open-mindedness.

Abilene Christian University

Freed-Hardeman University

Ohio Valley University

Amridge University

Harding University

Oklahoma Christian University

Austin Graduate School of Theology

Heritage Christian University

Pepperdine University

Crowley’s Ridge College

Lipscomb University

Southwestern Christian College

Faulkner University

Lubbock Christian University

York College
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