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Share Jesus outside
the church walls,
Christians urged

Land of the mourning calm
AS NORTH KOREA threatens missile strikes, Churches of Christ in South
Korea lament families torn apart 60 years ago — and pray for
opportunities to spread the Gospel across the Demilitarized Zone.

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MANCHESTER, Conn. — Roughly 750 miles
south of here, the Queen City Church
of Christ in Charlotte, N.C., started with
eight Christians meeting in a house.
On a recent Sunday, 225 people —
many learning about Jesus for the first
time — attended the
church’s worship service
at a downtown YMCA.
“We are in the Y
to stay,” Queen City
minister Kent Massey
told attendees at the
sixth annual New
England Church Growth
Massey
Conference. “We will
never own a church building. … Our
mission is to be able to grow so we can
already be thinking about where we’re
going to plant another church.”
Anybody who has spent any time in a
children’s Sunday school class knows
that the church is not a building, right?
But too often, Christians focus all
their attention on the place of the
Sunday assembly, leaders said during
the recent conference, hosted by the
Manchester Church of Christ, east of
the state capital of Hartford.
See NEW ENGLAND, Page 14

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Christians pray during the New England
Church Growth Conference, hosted by the
Manchester Church of Christ in Connecticut.

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

A child skips near a family cemetery in Paju, South Korea, looking across the Demilitarized Zone toward the mountains of North Korea.

‘W
PAJU, South Korea

e are still at war.”
Sang Yang speaks
softly — no anger or
defiance in his voice,
just sadness — as he
stares across the Imjin River into his
parents’ homeland of North Korea.
On a chilly Sunday evening, after a
full day of Bible classes and worship
in South Korea’s capital, Seoul, Yang
stands on a hillside next to a small, manicured cemetery. Behind him, patrons
file into a restaurant that serves octopus
— a delicacy for Japanese tourists.
Here, “it’s only a river between
South and North,” says the Church of
Christ minister and Christian educator,
pointing across the two-and-a-half-mile
strip of land known as the “DMZ.”
The Demilitarized Zone, 155 miles
long, has separated the two Koreas
for 60 years. On the other side of the
barbed-wire fences is the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea. A small
cluster of plain, brick buildings stands
among its foothills — unoccupied, built

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

With the Imjin River and North Korea’s
foothills as his background, minister Sang
Yang talks about his prayer for Korea.

only for show, Yang says. Unlike the
lush vegetation around him, North
Korea’s landscape is bare, stripped of
trees by a people struggling to survive.
“I have my relatives right there,”
Yang says. “I don’t know whether they
are still alive or not.”
Of late, the words out of North
Korea’s capital, Pyongyang, sound
increasingly warlike. The enigmatic,
supreme leader, Kim Jong-un, has

ordered his missile units ready to
strike South Korea and its ally, the
United States. Days earlier, U.S. forces
practiced bombing runs in the South.
Such threats — whether real or
merely “blustering,” as South Korea’s
government calls them — are part of
daily life in Paju. Here, workers produce
LCD televisions in a factory owned by
electronics giant LG. They shop at a
massive outlet mall miles from the DMZ.
And they dine on octopus as they
overlook the barbed-wire fences.
Every time he comes here, Yang is
reminded that the terrible conflict that
birthed the DMZ never really ended.
Nor did the spiritual war for souls on
this troubled peninsula. Yang asks God
to guard and guide his countrymen to
the north.
“We know, and we believe, God has
his timetable,” he says, “and I hope
and I pray God will open their doors —
hopefully in my lifetime — so that we
can reach them, so that we can spread
the Gospel to North Korea.”
See SOUTH KOREA, Page 10
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UPS Delivers New
President To EEM.
Eastern European Mission is pleased to
announce Bill Bundy as our new President.
The story began 36 years ago with a young
graduate from Lubbock Christian loading
boxes on UPS trucks. UPS then hired Bill
full-time, and his career took him to many
places in the U.S. and abroad. The past
10 years were spent in Belgium, Switzerland
and Italy as Senior Vice-President for
Europe, Middle East and Africa.
Bill believes that all of his experiences
with UPS prepared him for his new role
with EEM. And we couldn’t agree more.
Bill and his wife Dee Dee have been very
active in many churches in the U.S. as well
as Europe, where Bill has served as an
elder, church planter and teacher.
Eastern European Mission is glad to
accept this important delivery.
Welcome home, Bill and Dee Dee.
The Bible.
We want everyone
to get it.

facebook.com/EasternEuropeanMission ·

twitter.com/@EveryoneGetsIt · 1-800-486-1818 · www.eem.org
EEM is overseen by the Prestoncrest church of Christ, Dallas, Texas.
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Ouch! A stone but
no tablet at the
emergency room

Eternal Threads founder
earns accolade for giving
‘the right kind of help’

I

f hell is anything like a
kidney stone, I don’t want
to go there.
(Quick note to female readers: Yes, I am so grateful that
God knew better than to ask
my wimpy gender to endure
the pain of childbirth.)
My saga of agony and
despair
Inside Story starts
ordinarily
enough:
After a threeday reporting trip, I
returned
home on a
Friday night.
My wife,
Bobby Ross Jr.
Tamie, and
daughter,
Kendall, were visiting my
in-laws in southeastern
Oklahoma. My sons, Brady
and Keaton, were enjoying
the weekend in San Antonio
after our home congregation’s annual spring-break
mission trip to Mexico.
Despite the empty house,
I was feeling good about
the mission team making it
safe and sound back across
the border — an answer to
prayers. For the first time in
a week, I had talked to both
my sons on the telephone.
My boys’ obvious excitement over serving God’s
people in Mexico — and
being served by God’s people in Mexico — sent my
“Proud Dad” meter rising.
Meanwhile, I figured I
could endure one more
night without my precious
bride and daughter before
they returned home to
Oklahoma City.
I made a peanut-butterand-jelly sandwich, drank a
bottle of lemonade and
See KIDNEY STONE, Page 4
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DAVID ROBERTSON SR.

Willie Robertson, standing, and his uncle Si appear at a Faulkner University benefit event.

Robertsons on the road

‘T

he Bible is a weapon of mass
doing what we do,” Robertson said. “But
instruction and a love letter from to my surprise, there’s evidently a lot of
God Almighty.”
people watching it.”
So said Jase Robertson, a star
The Robertsons, all members of the
of the hit reality series “Duck
White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ in
Dynasty,” speaking to
West Monroe, La., have
2,500 students, faculty
become popular guests
and alumni at a recent
at Christian universities.
Oklahoma Christian
A benefit event for
University chapel
Faulkner University in
assembly. Robertson
Montgomery, Ala., drew
came to the Oklahoma
more than 3,000 “Duck
City university with his
Dynasty” fans on a
wife, Missy, and their
recent Saturday night.
three children.
The appearance by
He did a video
Willie Robertson and his
shoot with Oklahoma
uncle Si raised money
Christian President
for Faulkner’s advanceJohn deSteiguer in the
ment program and
university’s duck pond.
scholarship program.
In the interview with
Later this spring,
deSteiguer, Robertson
Duck Commander Phil
shared that he never
Robertson will headline
judson copelanD fund-raising events
thought “Duck Dynasty”
would make the splash Jase Robertson discusses faith, family and for Freed-Hardeman
ducks with OC President John deSteiguer. University in Henderson,
it has — much less
become a megahit.
Tenn., Lipscomb
“I said, ‘This will never work.’ I just
University in Nashville, Tenn., and Lubbock
didn’t think that people would want to
Christian University in Texas.
watch a bunch of bearded, what-we-call
DIALOGUE with Missy Robertson, Page 21
‘rednecks’ down on the riverbank just

Linda Egle has dedicated her life to
giving “the right kind of help” to women
and children living in extreme poverty.
Now MedAssets, a company that provides management services for the healthcare industry, has recognized her work.
Egle, a member of the Highland Church
of Christ in Abilene, Texas, and founder
of the nonprofit Eternal Threads, learned
recently that she’s one of two recipients of
the 2013 Norman Borlaug Humanitarian
Award. Borlaug, a Nobel Prize-winning
agronomist, fostered “The
Green Revolution,” which
increased crop production
around the world.
Two MedAssets employees — Egle’s nephew Larry
Egle and Carol Copeland, a
member of the Southwest
Church of Christ in Omaha, Egle
Neb. — nominated Linda
Egle for the prestigious award. Last year’s
winner received a gift of $100,000.
Linda Egle, a retired flight attendant, first
visited India 25 years ago where she established a program to educate tribal children
who didn’t have access to education.
Inspired by the dignified, tireless women
she met, she founded Eternal Threads to
help them earn an income. The nonprofit
now sells fair-trade items crafted by women
in a dozen countries, including Afghanistan,
Madagascar and India. The women use the
profits to send their children to school and
improve the quality of their lives. The nonprofit also partners with non-governmental
organizations, in countries including Nepal,
to fight human trafficking.
When people living in poverty receive
“help that helps them to help themselves,
what they do with it never ceases to
astound me,” Linda Egle said. “They just
seize on that opportunity and use it for so
much more.
“What we do may not be much, but
they’re the ones that turn it into gold.”
ON PAGE 32, see a review of “Not Today,” a film that highlights
the battle against human trafficking in India. For more information about Eternal Threads, see www.eternalthreads.org.
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Go online to find news updates, an expanded calendar, classifieds
and much more. Use the barcode at right to visit our mobile site.
• See dozens of reader comments about Francis Chan’s presentation at
the Tulsa Workshop in Oklahoma.
• Breaking news: Don’t wait to read all the latest news or check out
exclusive online features.

improve your serve
www.harding.edu/mmin
36-hour, non-thesis degree
• Accredited graduate courses
• online at-a-distance
• scholarships available

W h At s t u d e n t s A r e s Ay i n g
• “the M.Min. program allows me to further my education while working in
full-time ministry. the curriculum is relevant and challenging and helps
me to be a better minister of the gospel.”
• “exceptionally practical and applicable to ministry.”
• “the quality of the professors and their dedication to teaching the word is so
valuable for those in the ministry. they are mentors rather than lecturers.”

Meet one of our professors
Joe Brumfield
• B.A. in Bible from Lubbock Christian university
• M.th. and M.A. in counseling from harding school
of theology
• ed.d. in family relations and child development from
oklahoma state university
• has served in youth, pulpit and campus ministry for
more than 35 years
• professor of Bible at harding university since 1992
• Licensed marriage and family therapist who holds meetings and
seminars around the country
• Wife, Linda, and two grown children, Joshua and Lindsey

CLAsses sCheduLed for suMMer 2013
• evanglism strategies with scot Crenshaw
• people helping with Joe Brumfield
• small groups Ministries with Jared Looney

KIDNEY STONE: Friends come to the rescue
FROM PAGE 3

watched the latest episode of “NCIS” on
my computer.
So far, so good.
But just before midnight, an excruciating pain struck my lower back. I
immediately suspected the culprit: a
kidney stone.
I had experienced the same ailment
last summer and figured I knew how
to treat it. I started chugging water
and popping Tylenol and Lortab. I ran
repeated hot baths and found a little
relief in the tub. I repented of many
sins and asked God to take away this
punishment. (I don’t claim perfect
theology in the state I was in!)
Mainly, I lay on my bed and alternated between moaning and groaning.
At some point, I decided I needed to
go to the emergency room. But I didn’t
want to call and wake up any friends in
the middle of the night.
By 7 a.m. Saturday, I couldn’t take it
anymore.
I grabbed the previous day’s pants
out of the hamper, put on my sneakers
(sans socks) and drove to the hospital a
few miles from our house.
Before I even got to the end of our
street, I realized that I had left my cell
phone on the kitchen table. For a splitsecond, I considered turning around
and going to retrieve it. I quickly
decided against it.
The kind folks at Mercy Health
Center got me into a room quickly. The
nurse gave me a gown to change into
and a plastic bottle in which to provide
a urine sample.
I was a little slow supplying the
sample. So I was standing in my
boxers — having not yet put on the
gown — when the nurse returned. The
good news: I was in no condition to be
embarrassed.
Soon, nausea and pain meds flowed
through my IV. Within just a few minutes, I felt a million times better. If I
could carry a tune, I would have sung

hallelujah for all the hospital to hear!
Not long after that, they rolled my
hospital bed into a CT scan room,
where they confirmed a kidney stone.
The doc told me it was near my bladder and small enough that it should
pass without much additional trouble.
He prescribed meds, and just like that,
I was ready to go home.
Except that the nurse said I couldn’t
drive myself given the narcotics I was
taking. And except that I left my cell
phone at home, and the list of actual
phone numbers I know is quite short,
limited mainly to my close relatives.
Unable to reach my out-of-town wife
and children, I asked the nurse if the
hospital had a phone book.
It took a while, but she eventually
returned with the yellow pages. Those
old enough to remember the difference between white and yellow pages
will understand why that was funny
(although not at the time).
Fortunately, my oldest son eventually
returned the message I left on his cell
phone. He reached his mom, who called
Tonda Stafford, my wonderful Christian
Chronicle colleague and friend.
Within minutes, Tonda and her husband, Barry, arrived at the hospital.
They not only picked me up, but they
also drove my car home and waited
with me for my prescriptions.
I’m certain that this was not how
Barry and Tonda planned to spend
their Saturday. I am so blessed by their
friendship and willingness to come to
the rescue at a moment’s notice.
As for that pesky stone, I refer you to
Ecclesiastes, where we learn (although
not in these exact words) that “This,
too, shall pass.” I am pleased to report
that, in my case, it did pass. And relatively quickly, praise the Lord.
Finally, I’d like to urge everyone to
drink plenty of water and clear liquids.
Trust me, you’ll be glad you did.
CONTACT bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org
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JOHN ROBINSON

Houston-area Churches of Christ host 69th annual National Lectureship
Preachers pose for a group photo at the recent 69th annual National Lectureship at the Hyatt
Regency Hotel in Houston. “Return to the Ancient Order!” served as the theme for the lecture-

ship, hosted by Houston-area Churches of Christ. More than 750 Christians from 26 states
attended. The 70th annual lectureship is scheduled for April 14-18, 2014, in Atlanta.

COLORADO

After a performance at the Line Street
Church of Christ in Evansville, Ind.,
in 2012, J’Brian (whose given name
is Brian Elston) offered the invitation. Two people responded and were
baptized into Christ.
Hoping to extend that reach, the
Christian comedian/dancer/singer has
produced a DVD, “People Are Funny.”
For more information, visit jbrian.info.

On a recent Sunday, the church
honored the couple as they celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary.
The recognition included a surprise
fellowship meal and an award given
by the congregation, member Kenny
Westmoreland said. Larry Sawyer, a
former Beech Bethany minister, served
as the guest speaker.

TENNESSEE

LUBBOCK — Green Lawn Church of
Christ members have committed
$325,000 over the next five years to
plant a domestic mission church.
That amount topped the goal of
$250,000 set by church leaders.
“I don’t know why I was surprised,”
elder Darrell Price said. “I’m always
amazed at what God does.”
The church is evaluating locations.

aURORA — Each Wednesday, the food
bank of the Southeast Church of Christ
provides groceries for more than 60
families.
“We had no idea that people from the
food bank would start coming to worship
with us as they are now,” minister Larry
Wishard said. “Why? Because our volunteers treat them with the same love and
dignity that Jesus did.”
Member Sandra Brock created a video
of a day in the life of the ministry.
To view it, go to www.christian
chronicle.org/blog and search for “food
bank.”

CELINA — John Mark and Louise Hayes,
both 88, have attended the Beech
Bethany Church of Christ all their lives.

MISSOURI

MOUNT VERNON — Ralph McClurg, an
elder for the Mount Vernon Church
of Christ, was honored recently as an
“American Red Cross Everyday Hero.”
The retired mechanical engineer
collects donated medical equipment
and then puts crutches, walkers and
wheelchairs into the hands of people
who need tastes of freedom, television
station KY3 reported.

WASHINGTON

NEVADA

LAS VEGAS — J’Brian, a member of the
Bright Angel Church of Christ, has a
mission: combine clean comedy with
soul-winning.

TEXAS

PHOTO PROVIDED BY KENNY WESTMORELAND

John Mark and Louise Hayes were honored
by the Beech Bethany Church of Christ with
a surprise fellowship meal.

PORT TOWNSEND — Carl Hanson’s daily
walk takes him 4.6 miles from his home
to the post office.
His daily walk with God takes him to
at least 20 states, plus Ghana and India.
Hanson, who has preached for 29
years for the Church of Christ at Cherry
and A streets, sends out a daily e-mail of
biblical wisdom focused on teen readers.
The “teEn-MAIL” message reaches a
subscriber list of 1,500.
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An ‘Idol’ favorite
OLIVER SPRINGS, Tenn. — “American Idol”
finalist Janelle Arthur is a member of
the Oliver Springs Church of Christ.
Oliver Springs minister Bruce Holt
said Arthur
grew up in the
congregation
and is “a faithful
member of the
church.”
Her great-aunt
Mary Wren told
The Christian
Chronicle that
Arthur “gives
all she accomplishes in this
life to God’s
glory. We are
praying for her
to win this as
AMERICANIDOL.COM
she would be a Janelle Arthur performs “I
wonderful role Will” by the Beatles.
model.”
At press time, Arthur was among
seven remaining contestants.
Paul Jolley, who grew up at the Seven
Oaks Church of Christ in Mayfield, Ky.,
also made the Top 10.
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‘I want to be found furious’
FRANCIS CHAN, Christian author and sought-after
speaker, challenges believers at Tulsa Workshop
to allow faith to drive them to bold action.
STORY AND PHOTOS BY erik tryggestad | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Francis Chan kneels onstage at the Tulsa Fairgrounds in Oklahoma, opening his keynote address at the Tulsa Workshop with a prayer for unity and action among followers of Christ.

‘I

TULSA, Okla.
believe we want the
same thing,” Francis
Chan told a packed
arena at the Tulsa
Fairgrounds. “I see
this fire coming from
this denom — do you even call
it a denomination?”
“No,” came scattered shouts
from among the nearly 5,000
souls assembled for the annual
Tulsa Workshop.
A few moments later, Chan
asked the crowd what they call
themselves.
“Church!” they yelled back.
“OK, yeah!” Chan said, enthusiastically. “That’s a good word!”
Chan, a California minister,
sought-after speaker and bestselling author of books including
“Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a
Relentless God,” was a keynoter
at the workshop, sponsored by
the Memorial Drive Church of
Christ in Tulsa. Terry Rush,
senior minister for the church
and the workshop’s director, told
the crowd that credit for booking

Francis Chan, left, prays and sings along with a crowd of nearly 5,000
souls as he prepares to give a keynote address at the Tulsa Workshop.
Chan went to Wes Woodell, who
met Chan while working with
the Lake Merced Church of
Christ in San Francisco.
As Chan took the stage to
deliver the first of his two
keynotes, some audience
members stood and applauded.
The attention made him
uncomfortable. He cited 1
Corinthians, a letter the apostle
Paul begins by urging church
members to stop claiming
loyalty to individual preachers
and focus on unity in Christ.
Too often, churches aren’t

known for unity — or for being
courageous, Chan said. Instead,
they are “divided and terrified”
by the challenges they face.
When Christ returns, “I want
to be found furious,” he said,
and urged the believers to “walk
fearlessly and united.”
One of those believers, Bill
Detherage, said that he and
his wife found Chan’s talks
“challenging, yet inspirational,
scriptural, and delivered with an
obvious awe of God and love for
the Lord.” Detherage, a member
of the Broken Arrow Church

of Christ in Oklahoma, said his
work schedule makes it difficult
to attend the lectures, but “I am
glad I made the time to go.”
Though Chan doesn’t attend a
Church of Christ, “he has come
out very strongly on baptism,”
said James Nored, a minister for
the Grapevine Church of Christ
in Texas, who also spoke at the
workshop.
Though
Churches of
Christ in the U.S.
are declining in
membership,
an increasing
number of influential authors
Chan
— including
Chan — are discussing the
importance of baptism, the
Lord’s Supper and other Biblebased practices that Churches
of Christ observe, Nored told
attendees.
“It makes you think that
maybe God is up to something,” Nored said.
Another attendee, Heather

Thornton, said that the workshop challenged her to stop
holding on “to the familiar at
the cost of what God might be
directing us to that is greater.”
“How often do we look at the
supposed ‘ridiculous’ moves
of faith that others make and
tell them to be careful or to not
be so crazy with their faith?”
asked Thorton, a member of
the Memorial Drive church. “In
view of heaven, those ‘crazy’
lives are the ones that really
make sense.”
Woodell also spoke at the
workshop, alongside Lynn
Stringfellow. Both work with
Campus Ministry United,
a nationwide effort to plant
campus ministries. The Park
Plaza Church of Christ in Tulsa
supports the work.
“A new day has risen in the
church,” Stringfellow said after
the workshop. “Chan woke up
a sleeping lion. He spoke to
the heart of what we call the
Church of Christ — and things
will never be the same.”
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Arkansas church moves CHRISTeens to larger venue

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

HOLLY NEELEY

Neil Reynolds, youth minister for the West Side Church of Christ in Russellville, Ark., welcomes
nearly 1,200 young people to the recent CHRISTeens youth conference. The event, conducted in
past years at the West Side church building, was moved to the Russellville High School Center
for the Arts to accommodate more teens. Four baptisms occurred as a result of the conference,
Reynolds said. Behind Reynolds are members of the praise team that sang.

Perry Cotham, gospel preacher
for 80-plus years, dies at 101
GRAND PRAIRIE, Texas — Perry B. Cotham, a
gospel preacher for more than 80 years,
died Feb. 26 at the residential care home
where he had lived since 2011.
He had celebrated his 101st birthday
on Jan. 5, said Terri L.
Green, owner of PBH
Residential Care Homes.
Cotham was “highly
esteemed” by fellow
residents of the Keith
Heights retirement
home, Green told The
Christian Chronicle.
Cotham
“He was affectionately
known as ‘papa’ by the staff,” Green
said. “He was unanimously appointed
the patriarch of the group and assumed
his role as spiritual leader by saying
‘grace’ at every meal.
“Until recently, when his health
declined, he occupied his time by daily
reading his Bible and other doctrinal

and spiritual books and wrote letters
to family, friends and fellow laborers in
the Lord’s work around the world.”
Born in 1912, he was baptized at an
early age, finished high school in three
years and began preaching in 1929. He
enrolled at Freed-Hardeman University,
then a junior college, in September
1929 and graduated in June 1931.
He served full time with churches
in Oklahoma, Texas and Tennessee
and preached in all 50 states. He did
mission work in India, Malaysia and
Thailand and visited more than 75
countries. He wrote and distributed millions of copies of his gospel tracts.
Funeral services were conducted
March 1 at the Cross Point Church of
Christ in Grand Prairie.
TO READ A FULL OBITUARY and see reflections by
those influenced by Cotham, go to www.christian
chronicle.org/blog and search for “Perry B. Cotham.”

$5.50
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spotlig h t

Matanzas — More than 250
ministers from across the
island of Cuba gathered for the
13th annual Church of Christ
National Preachers Conference
recently. The Mayfair Church
of Christ in Huntsville, Ala.,
underwrites the cost of the
event each year. Juan Antonio
Monroy from Madrid, Spain,
led a five-man team from
Abilene, Texas-based Herald of
Truth at the conference.

Elected in Kenya

MADAGASCAR

ANTANANARIVO — A team of 52
Christian healthcare workers
and evangelists traveled to
this island, off the east coast
of Africa. The workers treated
more than 1,000 patients and
filled more than 4,000 prescriptions. The team included
church members from France,
Mauritius, Switzerland, Italy,
the U.S., Congo, Canada
and Cambodia, said Bill
McDonough, international
director of Partners In Progress,
a church-supported ministry.
In addition, two doctors came
from a congregation in Bremen,
Germany, that McDonough and
his co-workers helped plant 45
years ago, he said.

PAKISTAN

LAHORE — Church members
scattered across this predominantly Muslim country asked
for prayers after a wave of antiChristian violence.
Muslims who accused the
Christians of blasphemy torched
dozens of houses in Lahore, the
BBC reported. Police arrested
more than 150 people in connection with the attacks.
Members of a Church of
Christ in Lahore visited the
site of one of the attacks and
gave food to people in need.
“Most of them were
weeping,” the church members
wrote in a blog post. “We
prayed with some of them
and strengthened their faith.
They have to survive in muddy
streets ... because they all are
daily wage workers and very

PHOTO PROVIDED by STANLEY SHERENI

Inmates in Zimbabwe celebrate new life in Christ

Prisoners in the southern African nation of Zimbabwe clap, dance and share smiles with prison guards as they
prepare for baptism. More than 100 were immersed at a women’s prison recently after studying Scripture through
the World Bible School correspondence program. Stanley Shereni, a minister for the Avondale Church of Christ in
Harare, center, watched the women surrender their lives to Christ.
One “was regarded as a hardcore criminal ... doing 15 years for robbery,” Shereni said. Church members teach
Bible and provide toiletries, clothing and food for about 450 inmates at six Zimbabwean prisons.
In Zimbabwe’s struggling economy, “many are now committing crimes and will end up incarcerated,” Shereni
said. “Pregnant ladies, mothers with little babies, old and young are in our prisons. What is painful about this situation is the issue of small children who have to endure the prison’s pain while their mothers are serving jail terms.”

SIERRA LEONE

www.cocmpk.org

Christians in Lahore, Pakistan show
the remains of a Bible burned in
recent attacks by Muslim extremists.

poor. ... The condition is so
miserable that we are unable
to describe it completely.” Read
the post at www.cocmpk.org.

Kenema — Esang Akpanudo
traveled across five countries
in West Africa,
including wartorn Mali, to
speak at the first
youth forum
among Churches
of Christ in
Sierra Leone.
Akpanudo,
Akpanudo
principal of
Obong Christian High School
in Nigeria, arrived in the
capital, Freetown, “battered,
exhausted but thankful to be
alive,” he said. He spoke to
about 75 youths at the forum,
hosted by a Church of Christ
in the eastern city of Kenema.

“There was door-to-door
evangelism, with young people
preaching the Gospel to the
local community,” Akpanudo
said. “Though the majority of
the population is Muslim, they
are quite receptive.”

TANZANIA

Ngaresh Juu — “It’s kind of like
malaria. It get in your blood,
and it’s hard to get it out.”
That’s how Nancy Smelser
describes medical mission
work in a short film about the
Tanzania Christian Clinic, in a
village near Mount Kilimanjaro,
where she and her husband,
Dr. Danny Smelser, serve as
medical missionaries. See the
video at www.tanzaniacc.org.

KISUMU, Kenya — This western
Kenyan city is the stronghold
of Raila Odinga, a candidate in
Kenya’s recent elections.
Battles with police broke out
here after the country’s supreme
court confirmed that Odinga’s
rival, Uhuru Kenyatta, won the
election. Two people died.
The recent violence was
much less than the bloodshed
that followed the elections of
2007, when Kisumu was a focal
point of ethnically charged
riots. More that
1,000 people
died in that
wave of violence,
including at least
10 members
of Churches of Were
Christ.
Kisumu’s church members
are thankful the violence this
year wasn’t worse. They’re also
thankful that one of their own
is among the elected — and
hopeful that he will help ensure
a better future for their country.
James Were, an administrator
for the church-run Ring Road
Orphanage and school, captured
a seat as County Representative
of Nyalenda county.
He will sit on the county
assembly, help craft legislation and oversee the dispersal
of services and resources from
the Kenyan government to the
county, “so that people at the
grass roots can share in the
national cake,” said Charles
Ngoje, a church leader who
works with the Nairobi Great
Commission School.
Working with fellow
Christians, Were has served
the people of Nyalenda’s slums,
providing them with medication,
education, food and clean water.
Now “he will have access to
public resources,” Ngoje said,
“and (can) use them to further
meet the basic needs of the
poor in the name of God.”
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Christians go ‘behind the music’ in England

Jerry Rushford tells the backstories of beloved hymns during an evening of singing hosted
by the Church of Christ in Northampton, England. More than 120 Christians attended from
13 British congregations. Graham Fisher, editor of The Christian Worker, distributed copies of
the 2013 directory of Churches of Christ in the United Kingdom. Richard Sharpe and Kunle
Orekoya, two elders of the Northampton church, led the hymns discussed by Rushford, with
Pepperdine University’s International Program in London. Frank Worgan, a 91-year-old minister
for the Corby Church of Christ, led the closing prayer.
“It was one of the best evenings I have spent in a long time,” said Trevor Williams, an evangelist from Stapleford who made a three-hour round trip to participate in the event. “I think we
are forgetting to sing for the sheer joy of it, quite apart from praising our maker.”

First pope from Global South generates
discussion of dogma vs. social outreach
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

The Catholic church has chosen the
first non-European pope in more than
1,200 years — Jorge Mario Bergoglio,
former archbishop of Buenos Aires,
Argentina. The new
pope, who took the
name Francis, is the first
from the Global South
— regions of the world
including Latin America,
Africa, Southeast Asia
and the Indian subcontinent, where Christianity Bergoglio
is growing rapidly.
“In my opinion, the choice of an
Argentine pope reflects the reality that
the heart of Christendom is moving
from Europe to the Global South,”
said Jonathan Hanegan, a member of
Buenos Aires Mission in Argentina who
works with a new church plant, the
Redeemer Church of Christ.
The election of Bergoglio — a member
of the Jesuit order, which emphasizes
charity — “is not surprising,” Hanegan

said, “since Latin America and most of
the Global South value relationships
and communal living over dogmas and
doctrines.”
Tim Archer, who spent 15 years as
a missionary in Argentina, said that
Latinos may now feel respected by the
Vatican, if they view Bergoglio’s selection as “a symbolic rejection of the
paternalism of the past.” Archer coordinates the Spanish-speaking ministries
for Texas-based Herald of Truth.
But Howard Norton, a former
missionary to Brazil and now vice
president of development for Baxter
Institute in Honduras, believes that
“most men in Latin America gave up on
the Roman Catholic Church centuries
ago” because of the church’s perceived
desire for control and refusal to allow
its priests to marry. “Until these two
conditions change,” Norton said, “the
new pope will make very little difference in the life of Latin America.”
JOIN THE DISCUSSION and read more comments at
www.christianchronicle.org/blog. Seach for “Pope Francis.”

Enjoy a week of advanced
work in choral music and related
fields including music literature, sightreading and group voice instruction. Participants

receive, at no extra charge, one hour of college credit in Music 131 (Chorus).
DireCteD by Dr. Cliff Ganus

for more information, call 501-279-4343
or visit www.harding.edu/honorchoir.

MISSIONS
Ramon Gonzalez defines the concept of Heritage
Christian University missions. After participating in the HCU campaign program each semester
as a part of his curriculum, he knew that he was
capable of leading his own mission team. And
he knew just where to take them. In 2009, he
organized a team of HCU students to join him in
his home country of Peru, where they conducted
Bible studies and did outreach. Now, as an
HCU alumnus and graduate student, he is
planning a second trip. From
being led to leading... that’s the goal of
the Christian Service and campaign
programs. Ramon plans
to return to Peru after
graduation, but he
will have left a legacy
of leadership... and a
dream in the hearts of
other students. That’s
the type of missions
experience you can
expect from HCU.
It’s our focus.
www.hcu.edu w 256.766.6610 w 800.367.3565
3625 Helton Drive w P.O. Box HCU
Florence, AL 35630
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SOUTH KOREA: Nation, minister rose from poverty to promise

SANG YANG

Students take notes during a Bible class at the Bible Correspondence Center in Seoul, South
Korea. The school is an associate of Sunset International Bible Institute in Lubbock, Texas.
FROM PAGE 1

Returning home, Yang navigates the
streets of Seoul in a small Hyundai
hybrid, alongside compacts made by
other Korean companies, including
Kia and Samsung. (Yes, they make
cars here.) Video screens advertise
vacuum cleaners and a touring production of “Les Miserables.” Neon crosses,
perched atop multilevel megachurches,
flicker to life as the sun sets.
The meeting place of the Church
of Christ is more humble — the old
penthouse of an apartment building
next to a 7-Eleven. The facility is home
to the Bible Correspondence Center,
or BCC, a ministry training program
Yang directs. Christians from across
Asia come here to improve their Bible
knowledge. Thousands more have studied via mail and, more recently, through
the ministry’s online courses.
Yang, 54, remembers reading the
BCC lessons by the light of a kerosene
lamp in a home with no electricity.
His parents fled from the North during the Korean War, a three-year conflict
that claimed 2.5 million lives, though
some historians estimate the number
was much larger. South Korea, once
called “The Land of the Morning Calm,”
was a land of mourning — and poverty.
“I could see all the destruction in my

childhood,” says Yang, who lived in a tiny
farming village in Gochang County. “I ate
only two meals a day. I assumed everyone did the same. I didn’t complain.”

SEOUL SEARCHING, GANGNAM STYLE

Though poor, the South Koreans
adopted a mantra — “do not transfer
this poverty to our next generation,”
Yang said. When Yang was 16, his
father gave him 3,000 Won (less than
$5) and told him to make a better life
for himself in Seoul.
In 1975, after an 11-hour train ride to
the capital, the self-described “country
boy” found himself in the midst of bigcity culture shock. He walked to the top
of a mountain overlooking Seoul and
prayed, “God, I have no idea where to
go. I need your guidance. Please help
me to get a job today.”
He wandered the streets. At one
point, he attempted to take shelter in a
comfortable-looking home, only to learn
it belonged to the country’s president.
Police kindly asked him to move on.
Eventually, he arrived in the city’s
new business district, Gangnam, where
he saw a sign in the window of a laundry shop, “Wanted: Healthy Man.” By
day he ironed shirts. By night he slept
under a table in the shop.
He also visited the home of the mis-

erik tryggestad

New buildings rise above old in downtown Seoul, South Korea. The small nation, home to
nearly 50 million souls, has progressed from poverty to economic prosperity in 60 years.
sionary who had mailed him the correspondence courses — Bill Ramsay, who
baptized Yang in his bathtub.

FIGHTING FOR KOREA — THEN AND NOW

Like Yang, Ramsay also remembers
standing on a hillside overlooking the
Korean DMZ — at a time when “you
could see shells lobbing back and forth.”
The Massachusetts native served
as an radio mechanic in the U.S. Air
Force. Nine months before his deployment to Korea, he was baptized while

PHOTO PROVIDED

A scrapbook at the Bible Correspondence
Center chronicles the history of Churches of
Christ in Korea, including this 1967 baptism.

stationed in Topeka, Kan. In Korea, a
chaplain directed the infant Christian to
a small group of believers, who asked
him to conduct his first Bible study.
“It changed my life,” Ramsay said.
After his tour, he studied ministry at
Harding University in Searcy, Ark., and
tried to return to South Korea to teach
in an Army school, but he was unable.
Then Haskell Chessir, a minister in
Nashville, Tenn., invited Ramsay to join
a mission team bound for Seoul.
Ramsay moved to South Korea
in 1961 and launched the Bible
Correspondence Center three years
later, modeled after a similar program
in Japan. He translated “Studies in the
Bible” by Monroe Hawley into the
Korean language and mailed them to
villages across the country. Within six
months, he had 8,000 students.
Nine years later, Yang was student
number 61,873.
After his baptism, Yang worked diligently to fulfill the wishes of his fathers
— the one in heaven and the one on
earth. He studied the Bible and school
textbooks, making flash cards and
memorizing them as he ironed shirts.
He earned his high school equivalency diploma and studied in a winter
ministry training program launched
by Ramsay and directed by Korean
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‘I could see all the destruction in my childhood. I ate only two meals
a day. I assumed everyone did the same. I didn’t complain.’
— Sang Yang, director of the Bible Correspondence Center in Seoul,
reflecting on life in South Korea after the Korean War.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

erik tryggestad

A royal procession strolls through the international terminal at the Incheon International
Airport in Seoul. The costumed actors work with a South Korean cultural preservation group.

The hilltops of North Korea are visible on the horizon behind the barbed wire fences of the
Demilitarized Zone. The two Koreas signed an armistice agreement on July 27, 1953.

Christians, including Chang Ho Lim.
He served in the Korean military and
later studied in the U.S., improving his
English. He translated U.S. publications,
including “Power for Today,” into Korean
for the BCC. In 1995, Ramsay asked
Yang to work full time for the BCC.
“Sang’s the kind of person who can
get a job anyplace,” Ramsay said. “He
kind of brought himself up by his own
bootstraps ... a self-taught student.”
Yang’s first goal for the BCC was to
get the center online. He secured the
website, www.bible.kr, which now has
hundreds of Bible lessons and video
devotionals, translated to Korean.
“He said, ‘Young people are not interested in books anymore. They’re going
to the Internet,” Ramsay said.
“He was right.”

International Bible Institute. Church
of Christ ministers from the U.S. teach
courses at the center, which enrolls 20
to 25 students. Once per week, Yang
teaches Bible at a prison in Seoul.
The minister’s techno-savvy could play
a greater role in assisting churches,
Shin said. About 4,000 students study
the Bible through the BCC’s website,
which Yang updates continually.
He also is developing a mobile version
of the site for his country’s omnipresent
smartphones — most of them made
by Samsung — and has received good
reviews from Koreans who have tested it.
“Many thanks for the lesson,” one
reviewer said in a text message. “Now
I am born again and am free from
legalism.”
Yang’s goal is “to reach people with
every means at our disposal,” Ramsay
said. “And that’s what he’s doing.”

MEGACHURCHES AND SMARTPHONES

Yang’s transformation, from penniless
country boy to ministry school director,
mirrors the transformation of his country. In the past 60 years, South Korea has
emerged as one of Asia’s most affluent
nations, a major exporter of technology.
Gangnam, where Yang once ironed
shirts, is a metropolis of banks, bistros
and high-rent apartments. “Gangnam
Style,” a video by Korean rap artist Psy,
topped 1 billion views on YouTube. The

video pokes fun at Gangnam’s socialites,
who spend 6,000 Won on cups of coffee
at Starbucks — twice what Yang had to
live on when he came here.
South Korea’s churches have grown
alongside its economy. Living in poverty,
the people found hope in the Bible,
said Chanjin Shin, a graduate of the
BCC, now pursuing a Master of Divinity
degree at Freed-Hardeman University in
Henderson, Tenn.
After the war, “the situation was very dire,” Shin
said. Koreans “wanted
some kind of hope. They
were searching for something beyond.”
Buddhism is popular
in South Korea, Shin
Shin
said, and the nation is
second only to the U.S. in the number of
Christian missionaries sent abroad. Seoul
is home to the Yoido Full Gospel Church,
with an estimated 1 million worshipers.
By comparison, “the Church of Christ
is small and still in its infancy,” Shin
said. Young ministers face heavy pressure, he added, to emulate the megachurches around them, adding instrumental music to worship and adopting
practices outside of biblical teaching.
In 2004, the BCC became an associate
school of Lubbock, Texas-based Sunset

BALLOONS AND PRAYERS FOR NORTH KOREA

To reach souls in North Korea, Yang
and fellow church members developed
a more low-tech approach.
The Christians tie “waterproof gospels” — the book of Matthew, printed
in Korean on sheets of plastic — to
large balloons and release them near
the DMZ, making sure that the wind
will carry them northward.

As each balloon drifts toward the
heavens, they whisper “Hallelujah.”
One day, Christians will be allowed
to enter North Korea and share the
Gospel soul-to-soul, says Ramsay, now
82 and living in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
“It’s going to be gradual, but it’ll
come,” he says. He notes the words
of Douglas MacArthur, the U.S. Army
general who led the United Nations
forces during the Korean War.
Seeing the devastation in Japan after
World War II, MacArthur reportedly
urged Christians to “send me 1,000 missionaries” to rebuild the country.
At least that many, Ramsay says, are
needed for North Korea.
For now, the fences remain and the
threats continue. Yang’s 20-year-old son
now stands on the DMZ, guarding the
border as part of his compulsory military service — not far from where his
father once served.
As his family waits for the day they
will be reunited with relatives they’ve
never met, Yang shares his faith with
all who will listen.
He also thanks God for the prosperity
he shares with the nation of South Korea.
“This is a small peninsula,” he says,
“but we are very blessed.”
Related story, Page 12
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Dean
Faulkner University,
Thomas Goode Jones School of Law
Faulkner University, Thomas Goode Jones School of Law, a private
Christian law school located in Montgomery, Alabama, invites nominations
and applications for the position of Dean of the School of Law. Established
in 1928 in honor of former governor and federal judge Thomas Goode
Jones, the author of America’s first code of legal ethics, the law school is
part of Faulkner University and is one of only two law schools affiliated
with the churches of Christ.
The law school’s chief academic and administrative officer, the Dean
reports directly to the President of the University and is a member of the
President’s Administrative Cabinet. Applicants for Dean should be
accomplished leaders who are committed to building a vibrant Christian
intellectual community dedicated to excellence in scholarship, teaching, and
service. Candidates should have a strategic vision for enhancing the law
school’s regional and academic profile, and the ability to develop the
financial resources necessary for building the law school’s professional
reputation. A successful candidate should be a skilled administrator and a
dedicated leader who can direct the long-term growth and development of
the law school.
Candidates should have a juris doctor or equivalent degree and a strong
record of accomplishments warranting appointment as a full professor with
tenure at the law school. Candidates must demonstrate a capacity for
effective administration, fundraising, and intellectual leadership in a legal
academic setting. Candidates should also be able to build and maintain
relationships with a variety of constituencies, including donors, alumni, and
members of national and regional legal communities. Given the law
school’s Christian mission and affiliation, members of the churches of
Christ are strongly preferred as candidates for dean.
The law school anticipates the new dean assuming his or her responsibilities
in the early summer of 2014. Interested persons should send a letter of
interest, curriculum vitae, and list of references, by regular or electronic
mail to:
Prof. Donald W. Garner
Chair, Dean Search Committee
Faulkner University, Jones School of Law
5345 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, AL 36109-3390
(334) 386-7210
deansearchcommittee@faulkner.edu
Applications should be received by July 15, 2013. Although finalists will be
subject to customary reference and other background checks, all
applications, inquiries, and expressions of interest will be handled
confidentially.
For more information, please visit www.faulkner.edu/jsl/dsc.
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Korea forum discusses next
generation of church leaders
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

NORTH RICHLAND HILLS, Texas
s they pray and prepare for the day
when they will take the Gospel
to their northern neighbors,
Christians in South Korea are raising
up a new generation of leaders for
Churches of Christ — one arts-andcrafts project at a time.
Malcolm Parsley, a missionary who
first traveled to the Southeast Asian
nation in 1954, reported on the growth
of Christian camps there during a recent
Korean Mission Forum. The College Hill
Church of Christ hosted the event.
Though 6,832 miles separate this
Fort Worth suburb from South Korea
(that’s 14 hours, 20 minutes by plane),
the distance and jet lag felt less as
supporters of the work gathered to learn
about the latest developments.
Churches of Christ in both South and
North Korea have roots in S.K. Dong, a
Korean who was baptized in the U.S. in
the 1920s and returned to his homeland
to plant churches.
He had little financial support from the
U.S. and much opposition from the Japanese,
who occupied the Korean
peninsula at the time.
Nonetheless, he
planted churches from
Parsley
South Korea’s capital,
Seoul, north to the
Chinese border. As
the Korean War began
in 1950, many church
members fled southward.
Now South Korea has
123 Churches of Christ,
ranging from 12 to 180
members each, Parsley Wolf
said, adding that he
knew of none receiving foreign support.
Parsley oversees the Korea Institute of
Biblical Studies, an in-depth Bible study
program. The missionary and his Korean
coworkers prepare for the day when
they’ll be allowed to take the institute’s
curriculum to North Korea.
In 2012, churches hosted four
Christian camps for 133 children.
Church members hope to have one

PHOTO PROVIDED

Children pray during a camp hosted by
Churches of Christ in South Korea.

camp in each of the country’s nine
provinces, Parsley said.
Parsley and his wife, Kwihwa, work
with several congregations, including
the Gangnam (or Kangnam) Church of
Christ, which has 45 members, a U.S.
military congregation at Osan Air Base
with 15 members and the Yongsan
Church of Christ, which has a mix of
about 30 Korean and U.S. Christians.
Stephen Wolf and his family worshiped
with Korean churches while stationed
there with the U.S. Air Force in the
mid-1990s. From 2006 to 2010, he made
short-term mission trips to South Korea
while stationed in Japan.
Wolf drove to the forum from San
Antonio, where he is stationed, to talk
about the role of Confucianism in Korean
life — the opportunities and challenges it
presents for the Gospel.
Wolf and his family are learning to
speak — and cook — Korean. After he
retires from the Air Force, they hope
to move to South Korea to work as
missionaries. There are many cities in
which the family can serve, he said,
including Suwon, a provincial capital
less than an hour south of Seoul.
“Why send another U.S. missionary
to Korea?” he asked the attendees. “I’ve
got a city of 1.2 million with no Church
of Christ.”
For MORE INFORMATION, see eng.christ.or.kr.

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

MAY 2013

Full-Time Minister
The Enterprise Boulevard
Church of Christ is searching
for a full-time minister.
Send Resumes to:
2801 Enterprise Boulevard
Lake Charles, LA 70601
Fax: 337-430-0093
e-mail:
office@blvdchurchofchrist.org

Minister Search
The Westside Church of Christ is looking for a full-time Minister to work with our Elders and Deacons to
care for the congregation and local community. We are seeking an energetic Minister to work with us as
we build the congregation spiritually and numerically.
If you would like to be considered for this position, please submit your resume along with a brief essay in
response to the question below.
“One in Spirit, One in Love, Glorifying God” is the vision statement for the Westside Church of
Christ. What is your personal vision for your work as a minister? Explain how the two visions
complement each other.

minister-search@wscocbaltmd.org
Westside Church of Christ
7009 Johnnycake Road, Baltimore, MD 21244

The successful candidate will serve as full-time minister and pulpit preacher, assisting with all aspects of
shepherding a small congregation and evangelizing the local community. Prior teaching and preaching
experience are a plus, but not required. The successful candidate mush have a zeal for evangelism and
youth ministry and be comfortable with preterist views.
The Church of Christ of Hanover is located in South Central PA. We are a small congregation situated in
the midst of a growing suburban residential community. Pay will initially be a modest salary, but will
grow as the congregation grows. The use of a private office is also included.

To apply e-mail resume and references to:

Church of Christ of Hanover, 1560 Wanda Drive, Hanover, PA 17331
e-mail: CofCHanover@embarqmail.com

GRANBURY, TEXAS
CHILDREN’S/FAMILY MINISTER
The Granbury Church of Christ is
searching for a Children’s/Family
Minister to assist the leadership in
encouraging and equipping the home
to be the primary place where faith is
nurtured, lived, and shared.

Contact John Knox
jknox@granburycoc.net

Minister Search
Verde Valley Church of Christ, AZ, is

looking for a full time Pulpit Minister. We are located
between Flaggstaff and Phoenix off Route I 17. A
small congregation of 80 members of all ages.
If interested send a resume with references to either:

hkilby@people.com
or

Verde Valley Church of Christ
P.O. Box 157, Rimrock, AZ 86335-0157
You can view on our web site our requirements at :

verdevalleychurchofchrist.org
also you can call with questions

Harold Kilby (928) 567-9764

Chief
Chief Executive
Executive Officer
Officer Needed
Needed
Church of Christ Care Center, a continuum of care retirement community, is now
seeking a Chief Executive Officer for the skilled nursing facility, assisted living facility and 52
HUD subsidized senior living apartments located in Clinton Township, Michigan.
Qualified candidates will possess a minimum of a bachelor’s degree in health care administration and 7-10 years of experience in healthcare administration, preferably long term care. A
master’s degree and/or NHA license is also preferred. Qualified candidates should email their
resume and salary history to:

Ms. Caren Kehrer
Director Of Human Resources
Church of Christ Care Center
ckehrer@cofccc.org
(586) 791-2475
The deadline to apply for this position is June 30, 2013.

800-842-8345

spanishliterature@sbcglobal.net

Minister
MinisterWanted
Wanted

Seeking a youthful and energetic individual for full-time preaching responsibility.

WWW.GRANSBURYCOC.NET

Call. Let’s
help save
some souls!
email:

Pulpit & Youth Minister

GRANBURY CHURCH OF CHRIST

Come join our team
We are looking for the right person as
our ‘outside’ representative. You can
look forward to travel and visiting with
many of our brethren. You would
promote our Ministry, and maintain
contacts as you seek new funding
partnerships.
You, just might be that person!
Call, write or email today, before the
opportunity is gone.

The Ypsilanti church of Christ,
located in Ypsilanti, Mi.,is seeking to fill
our vacant minister position, includes
pulpit, class an evangelistic duties. We
are a diverse congregation with a current
average Sunday am attendance of 130.
If you desire to be considered for this
position, please submit your resume with
three sermons (audio and/or video) to:

ypsicofc@ gmail.com

Pulpit Minister Needed
150 member congregation with
3 elders and 3 deacons seeks a
pulpit minister effective June 1st.

Send resume & vitae to:

Northside Church of Christ
2009 Hwy 71 N
Mena, AR 71953

Wanted: Church Planter
North Boulevard Church of Christ is looking for an evangelistic entrepreneur to lead in

the opening of a satellite campus for North Boulevard in a fast-growing area of Rutherford County, Tennessee.
This person will ultimately lead the satellite to full independence as a new church plant. He will also lead
in planting other churches from the new church. North Boulevard will fully support the minister and the
new church until it is mature and ready to stand on its own. This is an exciting opportunity for someone
to join a church-planting renewal with the full support of a very large congregation committed to being
used as a tool of God in a great world-wide spiritual awakening.

For more information, contact:
Don Daniel at donaldgloria@comcast.net, Tony Holt at tholt@nblvd.org,
Bob Webb at bwebb@webbsrefreshments.com, David Young at dyoung@nblvd.org
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Attendees bow in prayer during the New
England Church Growth Conference.
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Moise Vincent shares a story with fellow members of the Manchester Church of Christ in
Connecticut. Also pictured, from left, are Jodi Dean, Melissa Miller and Renee Howell.
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John and Katherine Moore work with the
Patchogue Church of Christ in New York.

NEW ENGLAND: Center of the Gospel ‘not a geographic location’
FROM PAGE 1

“The center of the Gospel should not
be — cannot be — a geographic location,” Don McLaughlin, pulpit minister
for the North Atlanta Church of Christ
in Georgia, said in a keynote address.
“A lot of our anxiety is wrapped around
getting people to a geographic location
and keeping them in a
geographic location.
“Folks, we’re worried
about the wrong thing,”
McLaughlin added, suggesting that inspiring
disciples to give themselves fully to God takes
precedence.
McLaughlin
Harold Shank, president of Ohio Valley University in Vienna,
W.Va., prayed for a “wave of renewal” in
churches in New England and neighboring states. Shank voiced his desire to
God that “a new Restoration Movement
can break out right here ... and that
secular America can become more and
more followers of you.”

‘LIGHTHOUSE OF THE NORTHEAST’

“Church Outside the Walls” served

as the theme for the conference, which
drew about 150 attendees from Churches
of Christ throughout the Northeast.
In launching the New England Church
Growth Conference five years ago, organizers endeavored to equip Christians to
reach more people with the Gospel.
The annual conference grew out of
a monthly meeting of preachers in
Connecticut — a state with 3.6 million
residents but only about 2,500 adherents of Churches of Christ.
“We wanted something that would be of
benefit to the churches in New England
and the Northeast because we knew a lot
of the churches were small and needed
some encouragement in evangelism and
outreach,” said Arnie Holmes, preacher
for the 300-member Manchester congregation, the largest Church of Christ in
New England. “We try to bring in some
practitioners, some people who are out
there really doing evangelism.”
Eight Churches of Christ in
Connecticut, Massachusetts and New
York provide financial support for the
church growth event.
In the last decade, the Manchester
church opened a spacious, new $3.2

million building that allows it to accommodate the conference, Holmes said.
“We just feel a real calling to be a
lighthouse of the Northeast,” he said of
the Manchester church. “We feel that
God has blessed us, and we should do
what we can.”
Last year, attendance topped 200. This
year, a snowstorm hurt the crowd size.
The weather failed to deter Peter
Horne, the Australian-born minister for
the 110-member Lawson Road Church
of Christ in Rochester, N.Y. Horne
drove 350 miles each way to attend.
“Up here, there are just so few opportunities to attend the major workshops
and hear these guys speak. It can be
a little isolating,” Horne said. “So it’s
great to have them ‘come to us.’”
Discussing the future of Churches of
Christ, speaker Massey said that congregations may need to become smaller so
that God’s kingdom can grow larger.
“We’ve got to plant more churches,”
he said. “We’ve got to go back to what
it was about 100 years ago to where you
went to church in your community.”
In an age when many members drive
30 or 40 minutes to get to a church

building, serving as the body of Christ
in a community can be a challenge,
several participants said.
“Everybody’s spread out. We come
together on Sunday, and then we scatter,” said Katherine Moore, whose husband, John, preaches for the Patchogue
Church of Christ on New York’s Long
Island. “I find that very difficult.”

GOOD DEEDS AND GOOD NEWS

What does it mean to take the church
outside the walls?
For years, the North Atlanta church
has structured its ministries around the
importance of missions. So imagine the
youth minister’s dilemma when a student planned an outreach to the homeless — on a Sunday morning.
“The youth minister had to make a
decision,” McLaughlin said. “Would he
say, ‘No, you need to come to church
and hear me tell you one more time
that we should feed the homeless.’ Or
maybe, ‘We’ll go ahead and fire up the
buses and head downtown,’ which is
what they did.”
Christians sometimes create a wall
around themselves that “stands as a bar-
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Church members fill out registration forms at
the New England Church Growth Conference.
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Edith Shakespeare, a member of the Westchester Church of Christ in White Plains, N.Y.,
flashes a smile. Sharing her amusement is fellow Westchester member Michael Yanis.
rier to people coming to Christ,” said Leo
Woodman, minister for the 35-member
Kittery Church of Christ in Maine.
Woodman, who made a five-hour round
trip to the conference, said he’s trying to
connect more with his community. For
example, he’s joined the Lions Club.
Also, for the second time, the Kittery
church plans to reach out during a big
city block party this summer, he said.
Churches of Christ tend to “teach and
preach to people within their building,”
said Dave McKenzie, a member of the
100-member Milton Church of Christ in
Massachusetts.
“Evangelism is not really big. They say
it’s big, but it’s not really big,” McKenzie

the christian chronicle

said. “There are so many different ways
you can evangelize in this modern age.”
McKenzie said he sees a huge potential
to reach young seekers online through
means such as podcasts and social media.
Daniel Rodriguez, a professor
of religion and Hispanic studies at
Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif.,
spoke on the opportunities and challenges of multiethnic, multiracial and
multigenerational ministry.
Ethnic diversity in the Northeast
provides an exceptional opportunity to
reach the “unchurched,” said Joseph
Priester, a member of the Southwest
Church of Christ in Hartford.
The Southwest church is discussing
ways to improve outreach to Spanish
speakers, Priester said.
“Our ability to bridge cultural and language barriers will be very important as
we move to spread the Gospel,” he said.
In the case of the Queen City church,
members focus on “becoming Christ in
the community,” Massey said.
Many young people desire a cause
and will join a service project — such
as the church’s volunteer work with a
drug-addict recovery center — before
they’ll step foot in an assembly, he said.
“It is our good deeds that create the
goodwill that allow us to share the
Good News,” Massey said.
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Ron Hanegan, John Rakestraw, Amy Rakestraw, Alex Rakestraw, Jan Pace and Sam Pace pray before a meal at the home of John Rakestraw, one of the Northwest church’s five elders.

One church, multiple generations
A SUBURBAN DENVER CONGREGATION mixes young and old as it endeavors to share the love of Christ with its community.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

WESTMINSTER, Colo.
n the first and third Sunday
nights of each month, the
Northwest Church of Christ
assembles at the church
building to sing, pray and
hear a sermon.
On the second and fourth
Sunday nights, members gather in each
other’s homes for small-group Bible
studies and devotionals.
Fifth Sunday nights are reserved for
service projects.

The hybrid approach reflects the
suburban Denver church’s effort to
serve an intergenerational membership
that runs the gamut from 20-something
professionals to World War II veterans.
“It’s always been a very high priority
for this eldership to not sacrifice one
generation for the preferences of
another,” said Ron Hanegan, one of the
church’s five elders.
While one generation might favor
a traditional service every Sunday
night, a different generation might
prefer home Bible studies each week,
Northwest’s elders said.

The elders told The Christian Chronicle
they strive to care for the needs of the
entire congregation — and to make any
change in an incremental way.
“We are cognizant that ‘shock and
awe’ is not a New Testament concept,”
elder John Rakestraw said. “We do try to
do things gently and respectfully. A lot
of it is, we are all somewhere in our walk
with Christ, so let’s accept where we’re
at today and grow together, because we
all can’t see the world the same way.”
The Northwest church was formed
with the 1982 merger of the Broomfield
and 81st Avenue congregations.

The church shares its facilities with
Hyland Christian School, a K-12 academy
overseen by an independent board.
About 35 Spanish-speaking Christians
worship each Sunday in the church’s
gymnasium.
“We are one congregation in two
languages,” elder Jim Bailey said.
The snow-drenched Rocky Mountains
provide a picturesque backdrop for
the 350-member church, described by
minister Sam Pace as “traditional in
worship, conservative in doctrine and
progressive in methodology.”
CONTINUED
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One church, multiple generations

BRADY ROSS

Little ones receive special attention during Sunday school at the Northwest church.
Teaching the class are, from left, Karen Ball and Alecia Harlan.
CONTINUED

“We loved it before we had kids,
and we love it now,” said Abbie
Griffith, wife of deacon Jarud Griffith
and mother of Luke, 5; Eli, 3; and
Titus, 1. “They are so supportive of
young families and all
the inconveniences
that we cause.
“We’re noisy
and loud … and
they’re so warm and
welcoming,” she said
of the church. “They
want the children in
Griffith
there.”
A weekly Wednesday night fellowship meal and a monthly parentteen devotional help foster positive
relationships among all age groups,
members and leaders said.
Edie Carlton, a 69-year-old widow,
remembers visiting the church for
the first time with her late husband.
“We were met at the door by a
teenage boy,” Carlton said. “That

impressed my husband so much.
“We have a lot of older people. We
have lots and lots of babies,” she
said, describing what she likes about
Northwest. “And then, of course, we
have quite a bit in between.”

FINDING NEW WAYS TO REACH NEIGHBORS

Members and leaders alike portray
a friendly congregation with a
family-like atmosphere that’s trying
new approaches to connect — and
share the love of Christ — with this
growing community of 106,000 souls.
Northwest always has been a
congregation where a Church
of Christ member moving to the
Denver metro area would feel
comfortable and welcomed, deacon
Mark Phillips said.
“But over the years, when we’ve
kind of self-assessed, I heard
multiple times that we need to be
better at outreach,” said Phillips,
husband of Nicole Phillips and father
of Lincoln, 5, and Cora, 3. “I think we

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Northwest Church of Christ
Location: Westminster, Colo., northwest of
Denver.
MEMBERSHIP: 350.
LEADERSHIP: Elders Jim Bailey, Larry Grampp,
Ron Hanegan, Dennis Littlejohn and John
Rakestraw and 17 deacons.
PREACHER: Sam Pace.
SeRMON NOTE: “Jesus didn’t come to teach
Christianity. Jesus is Christianity,” Pace said in a
recent Sunday night lesson.
VOCABULARY LESSON: The Northwest church
has teenagers and “keenagers.” What’s a
keenager? It’s someone 55 or older who enjoys
fellowship.
HISTORY: Started with the 1982 merger of the
Broomfield and 81st Avenue churches.

DOUG SGAMBELLURI

ABOUT THE SERIES

The Christian Chronicle launched Churches That
Work in 2005. The staff consulted the Faith Communities Today (FaCT) study, an examination of
the character and vitality of religious
congregations in the United States.
Churches That Work should be:
• Evangelistic, reaching the unchurched at home or abroad.
• Biblical, making Bible instruction
central to their mission.
• United, possessing a spirit of internal vitality.
• Visible, known and appreciated for service in their
community.
Read the complete series online at www.
christianchronicle.org.
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Kayley Jo Sanders and Janelle Campbell sing during a Sunday assembly. A mix of
generations — young and old — characterizes the church northwest of Denver.

The Rocky Mountains punctuate the skyline of Westminster, Colo., a Denver suburb of 106,000 people. The Northwest Church of
Christ in Westminster was formed with the 1982 merger of the Broomfield and 81st Avenue congregations.

A lighted sign beside a major street touts the congregation’s youth and Hispanic
ministries as well as the Christian school that shares the church building.

are making progress at that.”
Church leaders have embraced a
variety of “transitional ministries”
designed to serve local residents at
turning points in their lives — such
as DivorceCare, GriefCare, Financial
Peace University, Dynamic Marriage

’SEAT-OF-THE-PANTS’ MINISTRY

filling the church gymnasium with
items such as furniture, appliances,
computers, televisions and clothes.
“People donated all these things,
and we had pretty near 300 people
from our community come in and
receive those items,” said Pace, who

BRADY ROSS

A bulletin board helps members find the
closest home Bible study to them.

and Love and Logic.
“We’re more open to activities like
these that have a religious foundation that aren’t about religious
teaching necessarily,” said Mark
Phillips, a Northwest member for 15
years. “They’re about
serving people’s
emotional and
spiritual and physical
needs, and then hopefully, that gives us an
opportunity to say,
‘Hey, why don’t you
join us for church on Wilson
Sunday?’”
Northwest’s roadside electronic
sign — impossible to miss along one
of Westminster’s main corridors —
advertises the community-focused
programs.
“It’s about finding the best means to
bring the truth of the Bible to people
where they are now,” said Jacquee
Wilson, wife of deacon Donald Wilson
and mother of Jasmine, 4.
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Mike and Linda Bowers moved
to the Westminster area about five
years ago to be close to their grandchildren.
In California, they had attended
what they characterized as an extremely
progressive Church
of Christ — and they
liked it. When they
visited Northwest, it
impressed them as a
“pretty conservative,
traditional church,”
Bowers
Mike Bowers said.
They surprised themselves by
placing membership anyway.
“For me, the biggest thing was that
they had a great mix,” Mike Bowers
said, referring to the congregation’s
age range. “That period between
class and services was just alive
here. You just had a good feeling
about it, and we both liked that they
were keeping their young families,

and there were little kids running all
over the place.”
The couple also liked that
Northwest members seemed to
serve and respond to needs — be
it a young family unable to afford
groceries or someone with a broken
transmission — without requiring a
formal ministry to act.
“I’m on the moving crew,” Mike
Bowers said. “You won’t see it listed
anywhere, but all of us that are on it
know. … It’s kind of seat-of-the-pants
ministry, but it works.”
Virgil and LaNae West, parents
of two grown sons, said they were
accustomed to churches that “had
programs for every little thing.”
“Here, people just serve,” said
LaNae West, a teacher at Hyland
Christian School. “There are all kinds
of people here who just find ways
to reach out to people on their own
without having to be a part of a group.
“There’s a real servant heart here,”
she added.

A SERVANT HEART FOR EVERYONE

Now the challenge — as
Northwest’s minister and elders see
it — is to acquaint outsiders with that
servant heart.
A recent outreach effort, dubbed
a “garage giveaway,” involved

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Stephen Cadwallader leads Sunday morning singing at the Northwest church, whose
motto is “Loving God. Becoming Like Christ. Sharing God’s Love Near and Far.”

has emphasized local outreach in his
two years as Northwest’s preacher.
“They were quite grateful for that.”

A MISSION TRIP ... NEXT DOOR

Northwest supports foreign
missionaries in countries such as
Mexico and Argentina.
In April, a group of members and
leaders traveled to Haiti to work with
Christian orphanages.
But this summer, the congregation
plans a different kind of mission trip.
“It’s called Mission Possible,” Pace
said. “We’re going to go out and take
a similar amount of money that we
would spend on a mission to another
country and do good works in our
neighborhood.
“It’s a way,” he added, “that we’re
trying to move outside of the boundaries of our building and our property and out into our community to
make some kind of impact.”
SEE MORE PHOTOS at www.christianchronicle.org.

20

MAY 2013

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Congregations all over
the world are using
eBibleStudy.org
for their Bible Classes!

Congregations all over
the world are using
Free 13-week
teacher lesson
eBibleStudy.org
for their
Bible
Classes!
plans
on various
Bible
books
and
topics.
Free 13-week teacher lesson plans on
various Bible books & topics.

OverOver
60,000
downloads!
60,000
downloads!

Go to
Go
to

www.eBibleStudy.org

www.eBibleStudy.org
•

•

•
•
•

Southwestern Christian College, founded and sponsored by members of churches of
Christ, is accredited as a four-year (level II), educational college (limited to Bachelor's degree in Bible and Religious Education), with a two-year associate program in
the liberal arts.
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espite her newfound celebrity status,
Missy Robertson is decidedly down-toearth.
Marriage to Jason “Jase” Robertson
made her an integral part of the Robertson clan,
stars of the megahit reality show “Duck Dynasty”
on the A&E Network. The series films six days
per week, and Missy is often seen helping her
mother-in-law, “Miss Kay,” and sister-in-law Korie
expand the women’s line of the family business
— Duck Commander/Buck Commander.
Like her husband and three brothers-in-law,
Missy Robertson grew up in a strong Christian
environment in West Monroe, La., where she has
attended the White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ
all her life. Her father, Larry West, took the family
on many of his well-known “We Care” evangelistic
crusades.
For 13 years, Missy attended Monroe-based
Ouachita Christian School, where her mother,
Peggy, was a teacher. All three of Missy and Jase’s
children attend the school, where older son Reed
plays football and baseball. Younger son Cole
plays baseball, and daughter Mia is in third grade.
Active in church activities, Missy also is involved
in the Ch-Yo-Ca church youth camp, where she
serves as crafts director. She cites faith and family
as the most important aspects of her life.
What challenges does the fame of “Duck
Dynasty” present to your marriage?
We have a very strong marriage. There’s
not a whole lot that has gotten to us in our
22 years. I think it’s because of the way we
were raised and because of our faith.
It’s very rare that a couple like Phil and
Kay would have four boys and all of them
be married to their original wives for as
many years as they have been.
And, of course, my parents have been
married to only each other. So, when we
got married, both Jase and I knew it was
for life and for eternity.
Of course, when you’re getting married
at 19 and 20, who can anticipate anything?
Not that we haven’t had challenges, but
there’s never been a question that we
weren’t going to be together for the rest of
our lives.
People actually target him, thinking “he’s
going to be mine one day.” But they don’t
know about our faith in God, and that is not
an option for us. Truly, we are still highly in
love with each other.
He still makes my heart skip a beat.
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What do your children think about all
the attention?
Our kids have done great with it. But it
is definitely a day-to-day challenge because
they are also on social networks. I have
to monitor what the world is tweeting to
them, what they’re putting on their Facebook walls and make sure that they are
responding appropriately. We have many
talks in our house about how to handle
situations.
One thing about the Robertson family —
there is nothing that is taboo to talk about.
I wasn’t raised that way, but they definitely
were. Everything is on the table. You have
a problem, we’re going to lay it out, and
we’re going talk about it. And nobody’s
going to bed until it’s ironed out.
We have a lot of meetings in the latenight hours at our house because our
children are our No. 1 priority. If we get
famous and rich and lose our kids, it was
for nothing.
Do you attend church regularly?
Yes, we do. A large part of our lives is
involved in our church family. That’s not
just something we say. It’s not just a card
that we punch on Sunday morning. We’re
very involved in each other’s lives as
brothers and sisters in Christ.

A&E Networks

Missy Robertson has endured the antics of her husband, Jase, for three seasons of “Duck
Dynasty.” But the outdoorsman “still makes my heart skip a beat,” she says.

A conversation with

Missy Robertson
A ‘DUCK DYNASTY’ WIFE discusses life in the church pews and the media spotlight.
BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

How has celebrity affected your
involvement in the church?
We are still very involved. We’re not
there quite as often as we would like to be.
I feel like, though, because I’ve been
there my entire life — Jason’s been there
most of his life — that’s home.
White’s Ferry Road is home. We feel
very comfortable, and people are comfortable with us.
I’ve sung on the worship team there
for over 20 years. I miss it when I’m not
there because I want to sing, and I love to
worship.
But we’ve kind of brought a new energy,
I think, to Sunday mornings, because of
the fame. People want to come and see
what’s going on at our church. Why would
“Duck Dynasty” people go to that church?
They’re interested in that.
So, if there’s any way that we can bring
people to hear the Gospel of Jesus —
because at White’s Ferry Road you’re
going to hear the Gospel every Sunday —
and if we can bring that to any visitors, we
don’t mind that at all. People are driving
from all over the country to come to our
church to see what’s going on.
See ROBERTSON, Page 22
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ROBERTSON: ‘I hope we’re doing our father in heaven justice’
FROM PAGE 21

Has all of this given new opportunities to share the Gospel in places
and with people that you otherwise
wouldn’t have the opportunity to
speak to?
Definitely! Jase has been traveling
and speaking for several years. Phil
has been doing that a lot longer than
Jase, of course. But that’s because of
the fame of Duck Commander, starting
with Phil on the videos years ago, and
his commanding presence and his
knowledge of the Bible. People wanted
to hear that.
Then it grew when “Benelli Presents
Duck Commander” (the predecessor
to “Duck Dynasty”) came out and they
saw Jase. Now Phil and Jase are overwhelmed with so many requests. So it’s
just grown over the past few years.
They have always had that desire and
that skill. Now they’ve just been able
to show the world who they really are,
whose they really are and what they
stand for.

JUDSON COPELAND

The Robertsons, from left, are Mia, Reed, Cole, Missy and Jase. The family attends the White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ in West Monroe, La.

How did the TV series develop?
Is “Duck Dynasty” true to life?
Phil was doing commercials for the
We are able to stay true to ourselves.
Benelli shotgun company. They had a
There is an element in these guys from
script, but when the cameras came on,
their raising by Phil and Kay — they are
Phil said, “A shotgun, in my opinion,
so self-confident. They are not arrogant.
must have three things — boom, boom, They are just very self-confident. They
boom.”
don’t care what anybody else thinks.
That was nowhere on their script, and
And I can say this about Jase: He
they said, “OK, that’s a wrap.”
does not care what anyone else thinks
That commercial was
about the decisions that he
up for many awards on ‘I want to make sure that, makes. And I think that is a
the Outdoor Channel.
element in the show,
through the things God huge
They said, “I think we
because so many people
has given us, we can want to please the masses
might be able to do a
reality show.” That was
these sitcoms and reality
glorify him, we can lead in
the first step.
shows. They want the
people to him, we can ratings — what should I
Of course, they did the
first reality-type show on show the sacrifice that he say to get good ratings?
the Outdoor Channel,
This family doesn’t think
made with His Son and like that. Jason, I know,
and the first year, it just
zoomed straight to the
how appreciative we are does not think like that.
top. And we swept their
We are going to be true to
of that fact.’
awards that year. They
ourselves first.
even had to make new
We didn’t know if the
Missy Robertson
criteria for how many
show was going to work.
awards one show could
We sat around in a meeting
actually win after that because we pretty with the Benelli company years ago and
much took all the categories and all the
said, “Wait a minute — reality shows?
fan favorites.
They live on conflict, dysfunction and
We did that for three seasons, and
trying to get a rise out of each other, for
then it caught the attention of the larger the cameras. We are Christian people. We
networks.
try to do the opposite. So, we don’t see

how this is going to work.”
I’m not going to say that I am a
prophet, but I just had a feeling that
the audience was going to love the
Robertsons — because they are not like
anybody else I’ve ever been around in
my life. They’re just not.
What is your goal with “Duck
Dynasty?”
This has not been our goal in life —
to have a TV show and to be rich and
famous. I never saw that happening. I said
I don’t mean to be a prophet. I felt some
things, but I never saw this happening.
Now that it’s happened, we realize —
and we realized when it was happening
— this is something that God is doing
for us and is doing through us. This is
not because of us.
I feel a very weighty responsibility
in this — sometimes overwhelming —
where I feel like, I hope that we’re doing
our father in heaven justice with this
show. Because I want to make sure that,
through the things God has given us,
we can glorify him, we can lead people
to him, we can show the sacrifice that
he made with his son and how appreciative we are of that fact.
That’s the most important thing to us.
And if it gets to where we’ve lost that

perspective, please Lord, take this away,
because we do not want this for us. We
want it for him. So far, I truly feel like
that we are doing some good for him.
And we do hear that quite often.
What else would you like to say to
your fellow Christians?
I want to say this for the Christian
community — and that’s basically who’s
reading The Christian Chronicle. We
get a little criticism from the Christian
community because they feel like we’re
not saying enough on the show about
Jesus, God and church. But we’re not
here to preach. We want to show Jesus.
I hope the Christian community will
understand that God is pushing this train,
and we are not hiding that fact at all.
We’ve got to make sure that we are
approachable by the world, and I think
that the men — all of their lives — have
done a great job in that.
Our show appeals to the world. Once
we appeal to the world, we can attract
them to Jesus, and that means being
in the world, but not of the world, just
like Jesus said. I hope folks will just
be patient with us and really trust that
God’s using us in this way.
Expanded interview at www.christianchronicle.org.
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CAMPUS MINISTRY
CHRISTIAN CAMPUS CENTER

ARLINGTON, Texas — The 50-year-old Tri-C
— the Christian Campus Center — has
experienced a resurgence, said Ron
Haker, an elder of the Pleasant Ridge
Church of Christ.
The center has a new administrator,
Eddie Stinson. Two days a week, hot
meals are served free to 200 students.
Each day, “Freebucks” at the center is
open for doughnuts, coffee and tea.
“The word needs to be told of the
new management and the foundation
of the old management making it all
possible,” Haker said.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

ABILENE, Texas — Ken Cukrowski has been
appointed dean of the College of Biblical
Studies after serving in an interim
capacity for a year.
Cukrowski succeeds
Jack Reese, who
stepped down as dean in
February 2012.
“Dr. Cukrowski brings
extensive experience to
this role, including 14
years in teaching and
Cukrowski
administrative roles at
ACU,” Provost Robert Rhodes said in
an e-mail to faculty and staff. “I appreciate Dr. Cukrowski’s willingness to
serve in this capacity and am confident in his ability to lead the College of
Biblical Studies.”

FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — More than 200 FreedHardeman students spent spring break
on domestic and foreign mission trips.
Just a few of the locations that FHU
students — not to mention those from
other Christian universities — served
over spring break:
• A group of 31 flew to Nicaragua to
lead a Vacation Bible School, paint and
do benevolence work.
• Thirty students traveled to Potter
Children’s Home in Bowling Green,
Ky., to help with construction and work
with children.
• A group of 15 students worked
with the Sixth Street Church of Christ
in Pompano Beach, Fla., encouraging
fellow Christians and distributing Bibles.

NFL quarterbacks discuss their faith at Lipscomb University

KRISTI JONES

At a recent chapel assembly at Lipscomb University in Nashville, Tenn., President L. Randolph Lowry, far right, prays for three Tennessee Titans
quarterbacks who shared their faith stories. Pictured, from left, are Scott Sager, Lipscomb’s vice president of church services; quarterback Rusty
Smith and his wife, Nicole; quarterback Matt Hasselbeck, who has since moved to the Indianapolis Colts, and his wife, Sarah; and quarterback Jake
Locker and his wife, Lauren. “God doesn’t need my ability,” Hasselbeck told students. “He just needs my availability. That’s my approach to life.”

OHIO VALLEY UNIVERSITY

VIENNA, W.Va. — From visiting nursing
homes to working to improve area
parks, OVU students have gained a
reputation for community service,
university officials say.
Other student service activities range
from blood drives to benefit walks.
Now, OVU has gained national recognition for that service — winning
a place on the President’s Higher
Education Community Service Honor
Roll for 2013. The honor was given
by the Corporation for National and
Community Service.

ROCHESTER COLLEGE

ROCHESTER HILLS, Mich. — John Seigenthaler,
an American journalist and political
figure, and Mustafa Akyol, a Turkish
journalist and author, presented at
Rochester College’s recent “Speaking of
God in a Secular Culture” conference.

Both journalists combined historical
perspective with personal anecdotes
to discuss freedom of religion and
freedom of speech in front of a crowd
of students, faculty, staff and guests.

YORK COLLEGE

YORK, Neb. — York recently dedicated the
Colis and Dolores Campbell Campus
Activity Center. The $1 million-plus
project will house the college’s daily
chapel program and be used for student
recreation and intramural sports.
The building was funded by an anonymous donor and honors the Campbells,
who served at York from 1958 to 1975.
Colis was the athletic director and
basketball coach and also taught Bible
and physical education classes.
Dolores worked with the Girls’
Mission Group, pep club, cheerleaders
and social clubs and eventually served
as dean of women.

spo R T S

New manager ‘gets it’
HOUSTON — Bo Porter, the new manager
of the Houston Astros, is a member of the
Westbury Church of Christ in Houston.
Greg Glenn, head of Westbury
Christian School,
describes Porter as a
person of strong faith.
“He really gets it from
a spiritual standpoint,”
Glenn said of Porter. “He
knows who’s blessed
him.”
Glenn’s son Cody, a
Porter
sophomore pitcher at
Louisiana State University, played on a
youth select team coached by Porter.
“He played a big role in Cody’s development,” Greg Glenn said of Porter.
“Bo is just an amazing teacher.”
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Christian school students lead VBS for inner-city church
Sigma Tau Delta
Spanish Club
Spring Break Campaigns
Student Association
Theater
TV 16
Youth Corps

Pursue your passion.
Whatever their academic pursuits, Harding University students
can cultivate friendships and interests within more than 110
academic and professional organizations and 29 social clubs.
Ranging from the arts, music, politics, business, children,
missions, service and the environment, organizations on
campus offer a variety of interests to explore.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas

Sasha Bush, a senior at Westbury Christian School in Houston, hangs out with her friend Michelle
at the Oklahoma City Zoo. Bush was among 30 Westbury students and five chaperones who
traveled to Oklahoma for a recent mission trip. For the second straight year, Westbury students
prepared a Vacation Bible School for children at the Capitol Hill Church of Christ, a multicultural
congregation in inner-city Oklahoma City. The Texas students also took the children to the zoo.

Donation to help Oklahoma
Christian train more preachers
OKLAHOMA CITY — Benton and Paula
Baugh have pledged $1.7 million to
establish an endowed chair in the
College of Biblical Studies at Oklahoma
Christian University.
President John deSteiguer announced
the Benton and Paula Baugh Chair
of Gospel Preaching during a recent
chapel assembly and at an on-campus
luncheon for preachers.
“We need to prepare more preachers
who can help bring people to Christ,
and Benton and Paula are making that
possible,” deSteiguer said. “They have
a passion for evangelism, ministry
and preaching. We’re grateful for this
generous gift that will bless Oklahoma
Christian and our students.”
The Baughs attend the Memorial
Church of Christ in Houston, where
Benton serves as a deacon and
Oklahoma Christian alumnus and trustee
David Duncan is the pulpit minister.
Benton Baugh has more than 50
years of experience in oilfield and
subsea systems and has received more
than 100 U.S. patents. He founded
Radoil Inc. and served as its president

JUDSON COPELAND

Benton and Paula Baugh are donating $1.7
million to Oklahoma Christian University.

until recently selling the company.
His Christian service includes helping
develop the Spring Branch Iglesia de
Cristo (Spanish for “Church of Christ”)
and serving as co-chairman for the 2012
Day of Good Works, an initiative of
Houston-area Churches of Christ.
Paula Baugh is active with the Impact
Houston Church of Christ, serving
hungry, hurting and homeless people
through that inner-city congregation.
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Faulkner University continually seeks talented, high energy individuals to
help us succeed in these times of growth and we are excited to announce
the following open positions.

Multiple Faculty Positions – Available Fall 2013
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to
Christ-centered Liberal Arts education and Christian service.

College of Arts and Sciences
Communication
Counseling
Mathematics

Nearly 1,100 attend Affirming the Faith Seminar

SHERADEE HURST

Ministers fellowship between sessions of the recent Affirming the Faith Seminar, hosted by the
North MacArthur Church of Christ in Oklahoma City. The annual seminar, sponsored by about 20
area congregations, drew nearly 1,100 members of Churches of Christ. Among those pictured are
Tim Lewis, with the yellow tie, pulpit minister for the North MacArthur church, and Tim Pyles, far
right, preaching minister for the Broken Arrow Church of Christ and one of the keynote speakers.

Former Bible professor dies at 53
TEMPLE TERRACe, Fla. — Marty Pickup,
a former student and
Bible professor at
Florida College, died of
an apparent heart attack
March 26 while playing
tennis. He was 53.
Pickup taught Bible
at the Christian college
from 1988 to 2004. In
Pickup
recent years, he had
preached and served as
an elder for the Valrico Church of Christ.
“This was just totally unexpected.

That’s the hard part,’’ Kenny Moorer,
Florida College’s athletic director, told the
Tampa Bay Times. “He had a good sense
of humor. He was very kind-hearted. He
cared for a lot of people,’’ said Moorer,
who described Pickup as his best friend.
Pickup’s grandfather Harry Pickup
Sr. and father, Harry Pickup Jr., both
worked in Florida College’s public relations office. His mother, Joella Pickup,
was a longtime music professor.
Survivors include his wife, Aimee; his
children, Nathan, Taylor and Nicole; and
his parents.

College of Business
Accounting
Business Information Systems
Marketing
College of Education – Available Summer 2013
Chair
Jones School of Law
Law Faculty
Academic rank for faculty positions will be based upon education and
experiential qualifications according to University policy. These positions
are full-time, 9 or 12-months. The candidates selected must be available
to assume the duties of the positions Summer or Fall of 2013.
Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled. The review of
applications will begin immediately. Employment is conditional upon a
satisfactory background check and verification of work authorization
through E-Verify.
Additional details regarding these positions, including application
requirements, are available on Faulkner’s website:
www.faulkner.edu
Faulkner University  5345 Atlanta Hwy  Montgomery, AL  36109

Harding named ‘Best Road Trip Destination’
SEARCY, Ark. — Harding University beat out
nine other contenders in an online voting
competition to be named the “Best Road
Trip Destination in College Basketball,”
presented by Enterprise Rent-A-Car.
An in-depth feature on what makes
the Rhodes Field House, the Harding
campus and the town of Searcy special
for basketball fans was scheduled to air
April 6 on the “GEICO Best of College
Basketball” special on CBS Sports.

“We may not have as many people as
some of the larger arenas and universities,” head basketball coach Jeff Morgan
said. “But what we have for several years
is a very passionate, creative and positive
student body, faculty, staff and community that come to the Rhodes Field House
and are a huge part of our team.”
For more information, go to www.
christianchronicle.org/blog and search
for “Best Road Trip Destination.”

10 Quaker Hill Drive • Richmond, IN 47374
info@qhcc.org • 765-962-5741
www.qhcc.org
• Retreats for groups, family, friends
• Overnight Accommodations (up to 50)
• Full Meal Service Available
• Meeting Rooms, Dining Hall
• 25 acres, hiking trails, shelter, and amphitheater

We have a beautiful campus, a historic setting, comfortable rooms and great food!
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Lorretta Andrews
Let Lorretta Andrews
point you back to
God’s definition of
marriage and create a
clearer understanding
of this sacred union
used between God and
His people.

Order Today!
936-662-6071

3
-2 01
1963

Kidney Needed
TULSA, OKLAHOMA

50th Anni versar y Jubilee
JULY 7, 2013
Find us on Facebook!
or v isit:

w w w.parkplaza.org

Mrs. Patrick Evans (Charlotte)
Wife of an elder who teaches at Freed-Hardeman
with a passion to continue her misson work.
Waiting time for kidney transplants is 5-6 years.
Please help her find a kidney donor with

blood type O positive or O negative.

They covet your prayers and know God will bless you
for your unselfish sacrifice.

Please,

post this article in your church bulletins.
Call: 731-879-6330
email: pevans@fhu.edu

Employment Opportunity
TITLE: Full-Time Faculty Position for Biology, Education and English
EFFECTIVE DATE:
August 19, 2013
SALARY: Positions are full-time, tenure track. Salary is commensurate with education and experience.
QUALIFICATIONS:
Biology: requires teaching a variety of lower- and upper-division courses in biology including Anatomy and
Physiology, Cell Biology, Micro Biology.
English: requires teaching Freshman Composition and Developmental Writing, as well as qualifications to
teach the following upper-division subjects: Advanced Composition, Advanced Grammar, Research,
Technical Writing, Linguistics, and prefer ESL.
Education: to teach a variety of lower and upper division courses in and specifically elementary education
and middle grades, and elementary field experience, advise majors in elementary education and supervisor
student teachers. This position would also require working in the department in the NCATE accreditation
process.
For the elementary education position, there must be at least three years of K-8 experience in an
accredited school
All candidates must be active members of the churches of Christ.
Reply to:
Dr. Tracey Wyatt, Academic Dean
tlwyatt@york.edu
York College, 1125 E. 8th Street
York, NE 68467-2699
Phone: 402-363-5675

The mission of York College is to transform lives through Christ-centered education
and to equip students for lifelong service to God, family, and society.

Newsmakers
NAMED: Bill Bundy, president of Eastern European
Mission. Faires Austin, Doug
Edward, James McCoy and
Beatriz Alem-Walker to the
board of directors for Herald
of Truth and John Robert Hall
and C. T. Kelly to the council
of advisors for Herald of Truth. Bundy
HONORED: The National Christian School
Association named David Lacey, Westbury
Christian School, Houston, Educator of the
Year; Frieda Dickson, Dallas Christian School,
Teacher of the Year; Steve Quattlebaum,
Central Arkansas Christian School, North
Little Rock, Ark., Coach of the Year; and Carla
Payne, Christian Academy of Greater St. Louis,
Vaughn Luster Administrator of the Year.
AWARDED: Oklahoma Christian University’s
Marketing and Communications Office
won three ADDY Awards at the annual
Oklahoma City ADDY Awards Contest and
Gala. Participants in the three projects were
Stephen Bell, Nick Sayre, Micah Domina,
Jonathan Curtis and Will Blanchard.
NEW ELDERS: Jim Berryman, Rick Gillespie,
Dewey McCoy and Wayne Ray, Sycamore View
church, Memphis, Tenn.
ANNIVERSARIES: 66th: Walter and Rubye
Buckel, Lubbock, Texas.

th

75 Anniversary Reunion
July 26-28, 2013

Join us for worship, fellowship,
remembrance, and a look
toward the future
EVENING, FRI. JULY 26 – SINGING & RECEPTION
LUNCHTIME, SAT. JULY 27 – PICNIC AT THE PARK
EVENING, SAT. JULY 27 – “HOLLYWOOD CHURCH OF
CHRIST: PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE”
MORNING, SUN. JULY 28 – WORSHIP AND POTLUCK

RSVP by 5/31 to hcoc75reunion@gmail.com
For info, like us on Facebook at Hollywood
Church of Christ 75th Anniversary Reunion
Hollywood Church of Christ
600 N. Rossmore Ave., Hollywood, CA
Phone: 323-463-6352

BIRTHDAYS: 95th: Thomas Y. Clark, Louisville,
Ky. 92nd: Sue Hardage, Altus, Okla.
PASSAGES: Glen
Bettenhausen, 93, Feb. 15,
Chamberlain, Minn., former
chairman of the board for
York College and minister
for churches in Nebraska,
Minnesota and Arizona.
Maxine Harvey, 78, March
Bettenhausen
19, Edmond, Okla., longtime
member of the Memorial
Road church, Edmond, Okla.
Basil A. Overton, 87, Feb. 28,
Florence, Ala., former associate editor of The Gospel
Advocate, vice president of
International Bible College
and minister to churches
in Texas, Tennessee and
Overton
Kentucky, Seth Ragan, 85,
March 21, Stratton, Neb., longtime member of
the Stratton church. Mary B. Strong, 101, Dec.
11, Santa Fe, Texas, longtime member of the
Midway church in Hitchcock, Texas.
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April 17-20 India Missions Conference.
Heritage Christian University, Florence,
Ala. Contact (800) 367-3565 ext. 323 or
leastep@hcu.edu.
April 19-21 Gospel Meeting with Roy
Lanier Jr. Eastside church in Midwest City,
Okla. Contact (405) 732-0393 or www.
eastsidechurchofchrist.org.
April 26-27 40th Anniversary Lariat
Creek Christian Camp. Geary, Okla.
Contact caretaker@lariatcreek.org or
www.lariatcreek.org.
May 3-5 New England Lectureship.
“First Century Christianity in a 21st Century
World.” Holiday Inn, Taunton, Mass. Contact
Maurice Davis at (617) 274-2409 or www.
newenglandlectureship.org.
May 9 Third Annual Spring
Apologetics Lectures. Grand Pointe
Conference and Reception Center, Vienna,
W.Va. Contact (877) 350-9222 or office@
warrenapologeticscenter.org.
May 9-11 The Assending Voice
III. Pepperdine University, Malibu,
Calif. Contact www.pepperdine.edu/
ascendingvoice.
May 13-15 Inman Biblical Preaching
Seminar. Ohio Valley University, Vienna,
W.Va. Contact (304) 865-6128 or www.ovu.
edu.
May 16-18 24th Annual Augusta,
Montana Men’s Retreat. “In Search of
Balance.” Sponsored by the Great Falls,
Mont., church. Contact Bob Alfred at (406)
788-7599 or alfredfamily@hotmail.com.
May 17-19 Second Annual Arkansas
Enrichment Seminar. “Stirring Your Spirit.”
Village Church of Christ, Hot Springs
Village, Ark. Contact (501) 922-2827 or
vcoc@att.net.
May 24-26 Manna Global Ministries
Conference. Hosted by the Fairfax,
Va., church. Contact Mark Gibson at
mgibson@fxcc.org or (703) 631-2100.
June 3-7 Missionary Renewal Retreat.
Hosted by Missions Resource Network.
Lipscomb University, Nashville, Tenn.
Contact (888) 641-2229 or www.mrnet.org.
June 6-9 Quest Retreat (Spanish).
Wisconsin Christian Youth Camp. Contact
Fernando Diaz at (847) 445-5870 or www.
wcyc.org.
June 12-14 40th Prison/Jail Ministry
Workshop. Heritage Christian University,
Florence, Ala. Contact William Dean at
director@nationalprisonworkshop.org or
www.nationalprisonworkshop.org.
June 17-21 Missionary Renewal
Retreat. Hosted by Missions Resource
Network. Lake Texoma, Texas. Contact
(888) 641-2229 or www.mrnet.org.
Complete CALENDAR at www.christianchronicle.org

CALENDAR	 the christian chronicle
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Let’s keep kingdom
information flowing around
the world.
Become a “Keeper” with a
sustaining, monthly
commitment of
$25 or more.
(405)425-5070
keepers@christianchronicle.org
Cambridge Church of Christ, England
VACATION with a Purpose.
While visiting the world famous, Cambridge University
and many other historically rich venues plan on working
with the Lord’s church.

All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ
and committed to Christian education.

FA C U LT Y P O S I T I O N AVA I L A B L E FA L L 2 0 1 3
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE. Seeking a full-time faculty member. The successful candidate
will possess a minimum of a master’s degree (an M.F.A. or Ph.D. preferred) and have teaching
experience in theatre. Responsibilities will include teaching general courses as well as upper-level
courses in the specialty area of technical theatre as they are available as well as be responsible for
faculty leadership of students constructing sets, props and lights. Additional skills in areas such
as design, directing, stage combat, performance and oral communications are highly sought for
the successful candidate.
Submit a letter of interest and curriculum vita to C. Robin Miller, chair, at rmiller@harding.edu.

FACULTY POSITION AVAILABLE ImmEdIATELY
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES. Seeking full-time faculty position.
The successful candidate will possess a Ph.D. or equivalent in microbiology, immunology or related biomedical field. Preference will be given to applicants with postdoctoral experience as well
as to those with two or more years of academic experience. A professional degree in pharmacy
is desirable but not required. Responsibilities include coordinating and teaching pathophysiology and medical microbiology portions of a Doctor of Pharmacy curriculum. Engagement of
students in research and the establishment of an active research program will be supported.
Interested individuals should contact Dr. Kenneth Yates, chair, at byates1@harding.edu.

Although the Lord’s church here is small, there are many
opportunities to spread God’s Word to the thousands of
students and tourists that pass through each year.
Who knows, after a year or two you may decide to call
this home!

Cyril Weinman - Cambridge Church of Christ
36 Arden Road, Cambrindge, CB4 2UJ, UK
+44 1223 360948
cyriljweinman@ntlworld.com

The 30-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
military with local
churches of Christ
both overseas and in the U.S. Please
send name, contact information and
especially e-mail addresses to:
AMEN Ministry
http://amenministry.info
135 Larchmont Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28791
Phone: (828) 891-4480
E-mail: amen@amenministry.info
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Ever-Laughing Life

by Jonny Hawkins

A clarion call to fight for marriage
s the Supreme Court of
the United States ponders
the legality of same-sex
marriage, we pray. We
watch. We wait.
And we dread.
We dread the days ahead. We
fear the media spotlight on those
of us who believe God designed
marriage as a relationship
between a man and a woman.
Though we did not seek this
fight, it has come to our doorsteps. Christian judges in states
that have passed gay marriage
legislation face a difficult decision. Should they refuse to
preside over same-sex unions?
Will they lose their jobs?
Will churches that refuse
to allow same-sex weddings
lose their tax-exempt status?
What about Christian universities? Will those that refuse to
hire gay and lesbian faculty
members lose funding?
It may matter little what
the Supreme Court decides.
Society has judged. A recent
Washington Post-ABC News
poll showed that 58 percent of
respondents — 80 percent of
adults under age 30 — approve
of same-sex marriage.
As Christians, we should
never fear to speak the truth in
love, regardless of how many,
or few, stand with us. Love

compels us to take a stand for
Bible-based marriage.
But how? Should we boycott
businesses that support samesex unions? Should we take to
the streets, protest signs in hand,
and attempt to shout down all
those with whom we disagree?
As we have done countless
times on this page, we urge our
fellow believers to be the change
we want to see in society.
Yes, we face a marriage crisis,
but it is not being debated in the
country’s highest court.
David Frum, a CNN contributor, identified the problem in a
recent opinion piece. He wrote
that, “while straight young
Americans support marriage
for gays, increasingly they opt
against marriage for themselves.”
He cited a report by academics
and social activists that shows 48
percent of first-time mothers in
the U.S. are unwed. For the first
time in the country’s history, the
median age of women having
babies is lower than the median
age of marriage — 25.7 years
and 26.5 years, respectively.
“It used to be called illegitimacy. Now it is the new
normal,” the New York Times
reported in a piece about unwed
mothers last year.
We used to lament the notion
that our society had exchanged

www.christianchronicle.org
Phone: (405) 425-5070; Fax (405) 425-5076
P.O. Box 11000, Oklahoma City, OK 73136-1100
Delivery: 2801 E. Memorial Road, Edmond, OK 73013
Editor, President and CEO: Lynn A McMillon
lynn.mcmillon@christianchronicle.org
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National, Partners news: bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org
Assistant Managing Editor: Erik Tryggestad
International news, features: erik@christianchronicle.org
Advertising Manager: Tonya Patton
tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org

“as long as we both shall live” for
“as long as we both shall love.”
In truth, both of those phrases
have been exchanged for nothing
at all. America’s gay community
is fighting for access to a word,
“marriage,” that secular society
has rendered all but meaningless.
Christians should fight for
marriage — our marriages. We
must demonstrate God’s intention for marriage: two living as
one, practicing the self-sacrificial
love Christ has for his church.
We also must reach out in
love — not judgment — to single
parents. We must cross racial
and socioeconomic divides,
surrounding them and their children with love and compassion.
Now, more than ever, we must
be that town on a hill Jesus
urges us to be in Matthew 5,
letting his love shine, “that they
may see your good deeds and
glorify your Father in heaven.”
Whatever the polls show,
whatever society deems right,
let us hold on to the real truth of
God’s Word. Let us practice the
pure religion we read about in
James 1, “to look after orphans
and widows in their distress” and
to keep ourselves “from being
polluted by the world.”
When the court makes it decision, may we be too busy serving
to notice.

Editor Emeritus: Bailey B. McBride
bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org
Reviews Editor: Kimberly Mauck
kim.mauck@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Lynda Sheehan
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tonda.stafford@christianchronicle.org
Administrative Assistant: Joy McMillon
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See www.christianchronicle.org
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or call (405) 425-5070.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: letters@christianchronicle.org

“After all Merv’s brooding about religion,
he’s developed a skeptic ulcer.”

TO OUR READERS

A

Thank you for the support

s you know, The
Christian Chronicle took
a major hit from the
Postal Service beginning in
January. Our postage rates
were dramatically increased.
In addition to cost-saving
measures, we appealed to our
faithful readers to help with
this financial burden.
Many of you have
responded in a positive way

The Christian Chronicle® welcomes and encourages
feedback that promotes thoughtful and respectful
discussion. Letters/comments should be 150 words or less
and may be edited for length and clarity. Comments to
the print or online editions are considered to be letters to
the editor and may be published. Please include name,
city and state of residence, as well as home congregation.
The Christian Chronicle® is not a teaching or doctrinal
publication, but a newspaper with news and opinion
content in sections clearly labeled. Signed columns and
reviews reflect the opinions of the authors.
Advertising contains commercial messages from those who
purchase the advertising space. News coverage, opinion
columns, reviews, letters to the editor and advertising
do not necessarily represent the views of or constitute
endorsement by the editors, the staff, the Board of Trustees

to our recent Matching Fund
donation appeal. At this time,
we are happy to report that,
though the problem is still
with us, we have seen an
increased level of support.
We are extremely grateful
to those of you who have
given to and prayed for the
Chronicle. Please keep up this
generous spirit as the year
progresses.

of The Christian Chronicle or Oklahoma
Christian University.
The Christian Chronicle® is published
monthly and is served by a national
Board of Trustees that is charged with
the responsibility for policy and governance. All trustees, editors and staff are
active members of Churches of Christ.
Trustees: Deon Fair, chairman
Abel Alvarez • Ed Biggers • Sylvia Branch
Dwain Chaffin • John deSteiguer • Loventrice Farrow
W. L. Fletcher III • Bob Harrison • Emily Lemley
James Moore • Robert Oglesby Sr. • Mike O’Neal
Barry Packer • Kevin Ramsey • Harold Redd
Harry Risinger • Milton Sewell • Gary Tabor
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New series on rural churches draws reader feedback

R

eaders of The Christian Chronicle
offer thoughts and insights on rural
churches:

I couldn’t help but notice your article
on the Iowa church (“156-year-old
congregation epitomizes the challenges
faced by many small, rural Churches of
Christ,” Page 1, April).
I must say it is quite encouraging to see
these old country churches where the
numbers may be small but the spirit of
the congregation is still great.
A year ago, I began preaching for the
Bearwallow Church of Christ, which is
nestled in the wooded hills outside of
Tuppers Plains, Ohio. The church was
founded in 1898, and we have around 13
members presently.
One family has been attending there
for several years and continues to take
care of the building, which still retains
its original shape. Several men have
preached for the congregation over
the last 115 years, and the spirit of the
congregation is still very strong. It is
encouraging to see small churches
refusing to die as your article says.
Lance Griffin | Tuppers Plains, Ohio
I commend you for the special focus on
rural churches. Those of us who work
with small-town and rural congregations
have reason to be concerned. Thank you
for dealing with this urgent issue.
Bill Hamrick | Glenpool, Okla.
Your article on the West
Liberty church was
well done and much
needed. Little congregations are so often
overlooked in our
emphasis on bigness.
Glover Shipp | Austin, Texas
Prairie City, S.D., is found
in the northwest part of the state. Men
take turns from the neighboring congregation in Faith, S.D., to preach at the
Prairie City congregation. Most are area
ranchers, and at least one is also a pilot.
They still have an outhouse for
everyone to use. The church building
was converted from an old country
school. A favorite memory is a summer
area-wide singing with members
coming 100-plus miles to attend.
Aurora Keffeler | Gillette, Wyo.

Once inside, I saw that the attendance
the previous Sunday was six. On this
day, it was eight. With my wife and my
friend present, we had 11 at the afternoon service.
I spoke about the work in Haiti that
Healing Hands International is doing
and answered a lot of questions.
The church made a nice contribution
and will be supporting the work monthly
the remainder of this year. God is good.
Harry Hames | Decatur, Ala.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

In the first part of the “Rural Redemption” series, The Christian Chronicle featured the 156year-old West Liberty Church of Christ, which meets seven miles west of Montezuma, Iowa.
In reading the Chronicle, my eyes
suddenly saw “Greenwood Church of
Christ” (“Out in the country, a little
Texas church defies expectations,”
Inside Story, April).
Just a bit of trivia: My mother, Virginia
Ferrold Walker Hillin, was baptized
there in 1921 by a preacher named
McCaleb. Also baptized at the same
time were Frances Settles and Connie
Amyx. My grandfather William
Henry Walker was an elder
there and later an elder in
the Decatur church. This
might pique someone’s
interest from the past.
My great-grandparents are buried in the
Greenwood Cemetery. I
have been a secretary here at
West Erwin Church of Christ for 44
years beginning when George Henry
Stephenson was preaching here.
Frances McBee | Tyler, Texas

My only ministry in a rural context
was in the South. The fact that the
culture is more church-friendly helps,
but it’s not only the location of the
church, it is the size. Folks are looking
for what the church has to offer.
Smaller churches cannot compete.
In many ways, we have to learn to
share resources and focus on doing
what we can. We may not be able to
have a traditional congregational model
(a preacher for each
congregation) in rural
areas or in areas where
we have few members.
It may mean having
circuit preachers who
make “rounds” or the
digital version of that.
The members of the local
congregation will have to step up and
really be the ministry providers. Maybe
a house church model would work best.
Roger Woods | Walled Lake, Mich.

Your message struck a chord with
me. I am an Iowan, and my first sermon,
when I was 16, was at a little church in
New Sharon, Iowa. I’d be surprised if
that church still existed. (And that’s not a
reflection on my preaching, by the way.)
Dan Knight | Overland Park, Kan.

Recently, I was invited to speak at a
small church in Margaret, Ala. I had
never heard of Margaret, but a brother
in Christ rode with me to show the way.
Upon arrival, I was amazed at the
beautiful white building. I was told it was
built in 1935.

I have often heard preachers say that
they are limited in the impact they can
have working in a rural community. Jesus
started with 12 men in a rural community and reached all the known world.
We live in a world in which we can speak
instantly to anyone in the world.
Each individual you touch in your
community is connected to many other
individuals. Rural communities often
have people that come in, stay a short
time and then leave for another place.
You have an opportunity to change
the lives of many by touching the lives
of these individuals. It is possible to
have an effect on the growth of the
church globally without seeing numerical growth in the church locally.
For example: Our congregation has
had three baptisms in recent weeks of
individuals who lived in other communities but were reached by members of
our congregation.
Don’t think that just because you
live in a rural community you have
a limited impact. Get out there and
make a difference!
Stephanie Skelton | Seymour, Texas
I have preached for large metropolitan churches as well as rural ones. The
possibilities are great in both. Each has
its uniqueness.
Today, I preach at rural Hardy, Ark.,
and I doubt I have ever preached for a
congregation that is as evangelistic as
this one. It was almost dead, and this
year the members expect to fill their
meetinghouse.
They love the fellowship, getting
ready for heaven and serving the Lord.
Don R. House | Hardy, Ark.
SEND FEEDBACK on the “Rural Redemption” series and
ideas for future stories to letters@christianchronicle.org.
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The Most Comprehensive Volume Available
The Stone-Campbell Movement
A Global History
edited by D. Newell Williams,
Douglas A. Foster, and Paul M. Blowers
Encompassing the world history of the
Stone-Campbell Movement, this book
is the newest and most comprehensive
volume available.

“

This new global history is at once both
impressive and unprecedented. The volume is
a breathtaking effort to chronicle developments
in a significant worldwide movement. Not only
are churches around the globe under purview,
but insights are set out in regard to race, gender,
mission strategy, social climate, and theological
predilections. The reader is rewarded with rich
and fascinating details in respect to the topics
presented. A digesting of this book is imperative
for all those who wish an enriched appreciation
of their own legacy.
— Thomas H. Olbricht, Pepperdine University

”

www.ChalicePress.com
1-800-366-3383

House Parents
Hardcover print ISBN:
9780827235274, $74.99
Special Online Pricing:
$59.99
Print and EPUB
E-book Bundle:
BND3527425287, $64.99
Other E-book formats
available
Scan with your
mobile device to
learn more and
read a free sample

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Dean, College of Education

	
  

Faulkner University is seeking a highly qualified individual to serve as
Dean, College of Education. The individual selected must demonstrate a
commitment to Christ-centered Liberal Arts education, Christian service,
the mission of Faulkner University and the mission of the College of
Education. This individual will serve as administrative head of the College
of Education and will be responsible for planning, directing, organizing, and
monitoring proper operation of the College as well as overseeing all aspects
of the NCATE accreditation.
This is a full-time, 12-month position. Applications will be accepted until
the position is filled. The review of applications will begin immediately.
This position is funded and will begin as soon as the qualified candidate has
been found. Employment is conditional upon a satisfactory background
check and verification of work authorization through E-Verify.
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to
Christ-centered Liberal Arts education and Christian service.

Additional details regarding this position, including application requirements,
are available on Faulkner’s website: www.faulkner.edu
Faulkner University  5345 Atlanta Hwy  Montgomery, AL  36109

Arms of Hope is seeking a married couple who has a passion
for today’s youth and a calling to Christian residential care. At
Arms of Hope we have the unique opportunity to serve youth
who come from disadvantaged backgrounds and need adult
leadership to help guide them educationally, emotionally and
spiritually. It is our mission to provide these children with a
therapeutic environment in which they can develop and prosper.
This mission opportunity offers a very competitive salary in
addition to housing, food, health insurance, a
retirement plan and generous vacation and leave time.
If interested in these positions, please visit
www.ArmsofHope.org to obtain an application on the
“About Us” page. You can also contact Allen Williams at
lawilliams@armsofhope.org.
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Racial reconciliation must be intentional
Using 2 Corinthians 5:17, Ireland
shows that reconciliation is the vital
eventy-nine percent of America’s sign of healed relationships. When
churches are mono-racial. This
people are reconciled to God, they are
reality gives credence to the
united with him. “Likewise, if we are
statement attributed to Martin
reconciled to other races, our relationLuther King Jr. that “11 a.m. on
ships must demonstrate that the alienSunday morning is the most segregated ation has been healed,” he writes. One
hour of the week.”
proof of healed relationships
Also, this reveals the
is that “peaceful social interacneed for more intertions can and do occur.”
cultural relationships,
Ireland encourages Christians
especially among the
to be authentic reconcilers
people of God.
and advocates, bringing
Many Churches of
people together across racial
Christ are mono-racial,
lines. Christians must underalthough great improvestand that prejudice is a deepments have been made
rooted issue that requires work
since the civil rights
to successfully conquer, he
movement. However,
writes. As prejudice decreases
laws cannot bring true
and reconciliation increases,
unity. Love, forgiveness
Christians begin to include all
and willingness to move
groups in their circle of friends,
H H H H H
out of one’s comfort
demonstrate tangible acts of
David Ireland. The Skin
zone are needed.
love and practice social justice,
You Live In: Building
Two new books
which ensures equity and equal
Friendships Across
present data
rights for all people.
Cultural Lines. Colorado
concerning weak
The path of reconciliation is
Springs, Colo.: NavPress,
cultural relationships
smoothed when one is “racially
— and show how these 2012. 173 pages. $14.99. attractive,” or approachable to
can be strengthened
people of other races, Ireland
through practical interaction.
writes. He looks to Jesus as a model.
In “The Skin You Live In: Building His encounter with a Samaritan woman,
Friendships Across Cultural Lines,” as recorded in John 4:9, reveals that
David Ireland, senior minister of a mega- Jesus did not make an issue of her
church of more than 40 nationalities,
ethnicity — but she did.
provides two major insights that can
To study this idea, Ireland conducted
enhance cultural relations — reconciliafocus groups in multiracial churches,
tion and how to be racially attractive.
asking members, “Why are people of
By James O. Maxwell | FOR The Christian Chronicle

S

other races attracted to you?” Hospitality wrapped around it.”
was at the top of the list because “it
Leaders must help members of the
leaves no room for guesswork,” Ireland
body of Christ develop competencies
writes. It is the mark of
needed for multicultural
genuine expression.
interactions, Branson and
In “Churches, Cultures,
Martinez write. Leaders
& Leadership: A Practical
need to create environTheology on Congregations
ments that make God’s
and Ethnicities,” Mark Lau
reconciling initiatives
Branson and Juan F. Martinez
apparent in church life
give additional insights on
and the community.
race relations. Both teach
The authors suggest
seminary courses involving
that church leaders
churches and ethnicities.
encourage members to
The book explores — and
re-read Scripture and
urges church leaders to advoAmerican history from
cate — intercultural relationa multicultural perspecships. Rather than relying on
tive and move the
common terms — “inclusive,” H H H H
church beyond formal,
Mark Lau Branson, Juan in-house church settings
“integrated,” “multiracial” —
F. Martinez. Churches,
the authors prefer “interculto informal interactural” as a way to emphasize “a Cultures & Leadership: tions. Leaders’ work
continual, dynamic relatedness A Practical Theology
also includes spearof diverse peoples,” rather than on Congregations and heading inter-congregaEthnicities. Downers
a mere casual relatedness.
tional worship services
Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press, and social gatherings,
Churches must desire to
2011. 271 pages. $25.
overcome the barriers that
including statewide and
affect intercultural communational emphases.
nication, they write. Among them are
Leadership is the ability to influence
assumptions about superiority and infepeople to do what they would not do on
riority, different worldviews, assumptheir own. In this sense, anyone can be
tions about roles and authority, misuse
a leader when it comes to reconciliaof power and lack of empathy.
tion among races. Real change can start
On these ideas, African-American
with one person and one relationship.
Church of Christ preacher Marshall
Keeble once said, “A man who feels he
JAMES O. MAXWELL, vice president of institutional
is above others because of the color of
expansion and professor of biblical studies at Southwestern
his skin: 6 feet under he will be nothing Christian College in Terrell, Texas, spearheads multiracial and
but a lump of dirt with a necktie
interracial activities among Churches of Christ.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
BIBLE STUDY

B. Tyler Ellis. Question
Everything: A Fresh Way
to Read the Bestselling
Book of All Time. Newark,
Del.: Dust Storm Books,
2013. 960 pages, $24.95.
This tome has good
reason for being so thick — it poses a
question for every single verse in the
Bible. The author, a campus minister for
Churches of Christ near the University of
Delaware, asks readers to consider what
God was telling them through that chapter — and what they should do about it.

FRIENDSHIP AND LOSS

Margaret Terry. Dear Deb:
A Woman with Cancer, A
Friend with Secrets, and
the Letters That Became
Their Miracle. Nashville,
Tenn.: Thomas Nelson, 2012.
240 pages, $16.99.
Letters to a friend of the author —
a woman dying of cancer — reveal
the miracles of everyday life and the
beauty of a life that blooms only for a
little while. Deb died at age 55 from
lung cancer, and this book binds 55 of
Terry’s letters to her.

OLD TESTAMENT

Ron Clark. The God of
Second Chances: Finding
Hope Through the
Prophets of Exile. Eugene,
Ore.: Cascade Books, 2012.
180 pages, $22.
Clark, minister for a
Church of Christ in Portland, Ore., proposes that Christians should see themselves as the prophets of Israel’s exile —
holy men who were close to losing hope
in a people who had collectively lost
their way. Their mission: to bring lost
people back to a compassionate Savior.

PUBLIC FAITH

D.A. Carson. The
Intolerance of Tolerance.
Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Eerdman’s, 2013. 196
pages, $16.
Tolerance has undergone a shift in recent
years, argues Carson, a New Testament
professor at a divinity school. Rather
than understanding other beliefs, tolerance now means that all beliefs are
valid. Carson explores the history of this
phenomenon and the damage it causes
to democracy and the Christian faith.
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Christian film about Indian sex
trade is frustratingly beautiful
brothels of Mumbai.
The film is beautifully shot, with lush
n recent years, social justice has
panoramas of India’s countryside and
moved to the forefront of many
horrifyingly real images of its slums.
churches’ missions. Rather than taking It portrays the smiling cruelty of the
the Good Samaritan approach of helping brothel owners, who exploit young chilthe hurting soul in your path, Christians dren with a sickening coolness. It is
have preached Martin Luther King Jr.’s
encouraging to see heartfelt prayers
message of “injustice anywhere is a
uttered aloud on the big screen.
threat to justice everywhere.”
The uncomfortable collision of
Or, as the slogan of the
indulgent American
new film “Not Today”
Christianity and real
says, “None of us is free
Indian suffering is satisif one of us is enslaved.”
fying, in some ways. As
Unlike the films
Welles follows his quest
produced by Sherwood
to free Annika from
Baptist Church in
slavery, he trades his
Georgia (“Courageous,”
prized watch to buy two
“Fireproof,” “Facing the
other little girls he can’t
Giants”) “Not Today”
stand to see remain in
focuses on a global
the brothel.
problem — human trafIn other ways, the
ficking. The film highmix of the two worlds
lights the despicable pracis frustratingly hostile
tice of children sold into
and patronizing. Welles
sexual slavery in India.
screams at Kiran, “You
Friends Church, the
don’t get to judge me!
Orange County, Calif.,
You sold your daughter
congregation that
into prostitution!”
produced the film, has
Later their relationcommitted $20 million
ship apparently is
to building schools for
healed, as Caden buys
www.nottodaythemovie.com Kiran new clothes, idenIndia’s lowest, neediest caste, the Dalits, to Persis Karen stars in “Not Today,” tical to Caden’s hipster
opening April 12. Watch a preview apparel. Skinny jeans,
combat the problem.
“Not Today” is one of its at www.nottodaythemovie.com. it would seem, cover a
fundraisers.
multitude of sins.
The film follows Caden Welles (Cody
The film highlights different
Longo), a 20-something socialite who
approaches to ministry — social justice
travels with friends to Hyderabad,
versus Gospel preaching. Ideally, these
India, on a whim. After a night of hard
two should not be in opposition. At one
partying, Welles wakes up in a slum and point, Kiran attempts to start a converis helped back to his hotel by a Dalit,
sation about Jesus, but Welles, too
Kiran (Afghanistan native Walid Amini)
wrapped up in the drama of rescuing
and his daughter, Annika (Persis Karen, Annika, lets the subject drop.
herself a Dalit). The film’s title comes
Drama this film has in abundance
from the phrase Kiran uses to reassure
— some of it the petty, poorly acted
Annika — today is not the day we die.
American variety, and some of it, the
One day we will, but not today.
real, Indian version. It is indeed a
As Welles prepares to return home,
hodgepodge of successes and failures.
he again encounters Kiran, who has
But, in the end, it does succeed in
sold his daughter to a man who promdrawing attention to the fact that many
ised them both a better life. Welles
stars are missing in India: thousands
knows this can’t be true, and he spends of young girls are unwittingly sold into
the rest of the film in a desperate,
dark places that Christians don’t like to
prayerful search for Annika into the
think about. This film will force us to
Indian countryside and through the
think about this, and perhaps, to act.
By KIMBERLY MAUCK | The Christian Chronicle
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5-YEAR/60,000-MILE

BODY & CHASSIS WARRANTY
STANDARD WITH EVERY NEW BUS PURCHASE
Carpenter	
  Bus	
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acu.edu
College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean
ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210
The Department of Agricultural and Environmental
Sciences invites applications for a tenure-track position
as assistant professor of animal science. It is seeking
a visionary animal scientist with the earned Ph.D.,
Ph.D./D.V.M. or D.V.M. (from an AVMA-accredited institution
with M.S. in animal sciences or closely related field).
Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/agenv.
The Department of Engineering and Physics invites
one or more talented engineers to apply for its new and
rapidly expanding engineering program, whose first class
of students entered in Fall 2012. Ideal candidates will
have a Ph.D. in engineering or a closely related field
and experience in teaching and research. All engineering
fields will be considered. Previous involvement with ABET
accreditation would also be helpful. Information about
the department is available at acu.edu/engineering.
The Department of Journalism and Mass
Communication invites applicants for a tenure-track
position as assistant professor of journalism and mass
communication. The ideal candidate will have professional
experience in online news or commercial environments
including social media. Applicants who can also teach in
public relations will receive particular attention. A terminal
degree is strongly preferred, but applicants who are ABD
will be considered. Information about the department is
available at acu.edu/jmc.
The Department of Language and Literature invites
applicants for a tenure-track position as assistant/associate
professor with specialization in world literature, literary
theory, or new media. Special consideration will be given
to candidates with experience in the field of publishing,
a demonstrated ability to establish and supervise
internships, and/or experience living abroad. ABD
considered, Ph.D. preferred. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/english.
The Department of Music invites applications for
a tenure-track position of director of choral activities,
beginning Fall 2013. Applicants should have an earned
doctorate in Music (ABD will be considered) and be
accomplished conductors and musicians with demonstrated
potential for success teaching at the collegiate level.
Preference will be given to candidates with a proven record
of success teaching at the secondary level and overseeing
all facets of a university choral program. Information about
the department is available at acu.edu/music.
The Department of Political Science invites applications
for a tenure-track position as assistant professor of political
science. Applicants should have a Ph.D. (ABD will be

considered). The successful candidate must have a
commitment to teaching in an undergraduate environment
and demonstrated potential for professional development
and/or research activities. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/politicalscience.
The Department of Psychology invites applications
for a tenure-track position as assistant professor of school
psychology, beginning Fall 2013. Applicants should have
a doctorate in the field (ABD will be considered) and
be a Licensed Specialist in School Psychology (LSSP) or
equivalent credentials. Information about the department
is available at acu.edu/psychology.

College of Biblical Studies
Dr. Ken Cukrowski, Dean
ACU Box 29439, Abilene, Texas 79699-9439
The Department of Marriage and Family Studies
invites applications for a tenure-track position as associate
professor of marriage and family therapy and program
director with a specialization in medical family therapy,
beginning Fall 2013. A new master’s program with a focus
on medical family therapy is being launched in Dallas,
Texas, with ACU at CitySquare, and the program director
will be expected to reside and work primarily in Dallas.
Applicants must hold a Ph.D. in marriage and family
therapy with significant training, research and/or clinical
experience in medical family therapy; exhibit significant
administrative skills, competence as a classroom teacher
and researcher, eligibility for LMFT licensure in the State of
Texas; and be a Clinical Fellow and Approved Supervisor
with the AAMFT. Information about the department is
available at acu.edu/mft and information about ACU at
CitySquare is available at blogs.acu.edu/citysquare.

College of Education
and Human Services
Dr. Donnie Snider, Dean
ACU Box 28276, Abilene, Texas 79699-8276
The Department of Communication Sciences and
Disorders invites applications for a non-tenure-track
position as instructor and clinical supervisor, beginning
Fall 2013. Applicants must have a minimum of a master’s
degree in speech-language pathology; hold a current
ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC-SLP); hold
a current Texas SLP license (or be eligible for a license);
and have a minimum of five years of professional clinical
experience, including three years of supervisory experience.
Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/academics/cehs/programs/comm_disorders.
The Department of Kinesiology and Nutrition
invites applications for a tenure-track position as
assistant/associate professor and program director

for its new program in occupational therapy, beginning
Fall 2013. Applicants must hold a doctoral degree awarded
by an institution accredited by a regional accrediting body
recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. A terminal
degree in occupational therapy or a closely related field
is preferred, but the OTD will be considered. Applicants
must have a minimum of eight years of experience in
occupational therapy, including clinical practice as an
occupational therapist; administrative experience including,
but not limited to, program planning and implementation,
personnel management, evaluation, and budgeting;
scholarship (e.g., scholarship of application, scholarship of
teaching and learning); and at least three years experience
in a full-time academic appointment with teaching
responsibilities at the postsecondary level. Information
about the department is available at acu.edu/kinesiology.

School of Information Technology
and Computing
Dr. Brad Crisp, Director
ACU Box 29353, Abilene, Texas 79699-9353
The School of Information Technology and Computing
invites applications for a tenure-track position as assistant,
associate or full professor of computer science, effective
Aug. 1, 2013. Applicants should have an earned graduate
degree in computer science, software engineering or a
related field. A doctoral degree is preferred. (Outstanding
ABD candidates will be considered as well.) Information
about the school is available at acu.edu/sitc.
See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for
complete descriptions of these positions. In a letter to
the appropriate dean or chair, applicants should address
their qualifications for the position. They should include
in the application a statement of how faith informs
their teaching; a discussion of their spiritual journey;
a curriculum vita; transcripts of all undergraduate
and graduate work; and names, addresses and phone
numbers of five references. Review of applicants will
begin immediately and continue until the position is
filled. Nominations of and applications from qualified
women and minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches
of Christ. All applicants must be professing Christians
and be active, faithful members of a congregation of the
Churches of Christ and deeply committed to service in
Christian higher education. The mission of ACU is to
educate students for Christian service and leadership
throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.

110324-0513
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Stotts is a force for good in the Northeast

HARDING UNIVERSITY
BIBLE LECTURESHIP

GETTING SERIOUS

ABOUT THE
SERMON ON
THE MOUNT
SEPTEMBER 29-OCTOBER 2, 2013

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
DAN WILLIAMS
DUANE WARDEN
WILLIE NETTLES
CALEB BORCHERS
TONY FERNANDEZ
CARL WILLIAMSON
BOB LAWRENCE

O

n May 11, 2013, following spring
vating the 137-acre North Campus.
graduation ceremonies, Ohio
Even as Stotts provided the guidance,
Valley University in Vienna, W.Va.,
leadership, inspiration and spirituality
will celebrate the 80th birthday of
for a growing Ohio Valley University, he
Chancellor Keith Stotts.
remained the principal fundraiser.
This special event will honor Stotts
Since being named chancellor in
and his wife, Joan, for their years of
June 1998, Stotts has continued to offer
dedicated service to the churches of
a stabilizing presence. He’s still very
the region — and especially his dediactive in raising funds and making
cated leadership at OVU, first as presifriends for OVU.
Insight
dent and then as chancellor.
Since 1998, the univerI first met the couple when their
sity has had three presiyounger son, Shane, came to Oklahoma
dents. Stotts has offered
Christian University to complete his
his help and guidance.
baccalaureate degree. When Shane
He has worked to help
graduated in 1990, Keith delivered
each president meet
the commencement address, and
key church leaders,
OC conferred on him an honorary
gain acceptance in the
doctorate.
community and have a
A few years after that graduation, Keith
relationship with donors
Bailey McBride and supporters of the
Stotts and his administrative team (Bob
Stephens and Dennis Cox) came with
university.
a proposal that OC aid Ohio Valley as
J. Kevin Ramsey, past chair of the Ohio
it transitioned to a four-year college. J.
Valley board, led in the efforts to bring
Terry Johnson, president of OC, loved
Stotts to the presidency. He actively
the idea of helping a struggling junior
worked to relieve Stotts of the administracollege outside the Bible Belt.
tive responsibility, allowing him to serve
I began visiting OVU fairly regularly.
as chancellor spending most of his time
What I saw was amazing leadership by
raising money for expanding programs.
Stotts and his team. Stotts knew how to
The eighth president, Harold Shank,
select leaders and then
has the highest praise
give them latitude to
for Stotts.
carry out their duties.
“One of the great joys
I realized that, above
of my new role as presiall else, Stotts and his
dent includes a close
wife loved the Kingdom.
association with Keith
They were tireless
Stotts,” Shank said.
workers in the church
“We pray together. We
throughout the region.
travel together. We eat
On January 3, 1977,
together. We talk to
Stotts became the fifth
people together.
president of OVC, ending
“After these countless
several years of changing
hours in sync, I’ve found
leadership and begina man without guile, a
ning a period of stability,
Christian committed
WWW.OVU.EDU to the Kingdom in the
growth, expansion and
Keith and Joan Stotts
challenges.
populous northern
The whole family was
United States, an articudedicated to the growing school. Both
late spokesperson for Christian educaboys eventually attended to earn assotion, a deeply dedicated husband and
ciate degrees.
father and a good friend.”
Joan began volunteering in the develThe legacy of Keith and Joan Stotts is
opment office while her husband
a thriving institution where young men
concentrated on building an adminand women gain a good education and
istrative team, gaining and mainhave a chance to find faith and direction
taining North Central accreditation
for their lives. They once dreamed of a
and funding and building Fox Dining
Christian university for the Northeast.
Hall, Stanley Student Union, Stewart
They have made OVU a reality — and
Residence Hall, Christian Bookstore,
a force for good.
and Snyder Activity Center. His leadership team acquired and began renoCOntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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Members of Churches of Christ for Scouting (MCCS) serves as a
liaison between scouting organizations and Churches of
Christ.
Recently, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) began exploring
changing their membership standards to allow open or avowed
homosexual adult and youth members. The trustees of MCCS
have expressed their strong opposition to this policy change.

For more information
about MCCS please visit:
www.goodservant.org

In May, BSA is scheduled to vote on this change. BSA, scout
leaders and youth all need the prayers of Christians during this
process. Your views matter to BSA and we encourage you
to voice your opinion at:
www.scouting.org/ContactUs/

Just Imagine...
...becoming part of a Christian Community
Imagine an institution of higher learning that is unique in the way it combines a
Christian world view with quality academics.

...being more than a face in the crowd
Imagine the pursuit of your higher education where you can truly grow as an individual.

...getting individualized attention
Imagine attending one of the nation’s top ranked Universities
where the faculty and staff care about your education
and spiritual growth.

Find out More at www.ovu.edu/justimagine
1 Campus View Drive | Vienna, WV 26105-8000 | 877.446.8668
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God bless you please, Seoul searching
Christians in South Korea
Mrs. Robertson

pray as their northern
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Francis Chan

Christian author has
‘Crazy Love’ for Tulsa
Workshop. 
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OC LECTURESHIP 2013
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Kent Allen, David Duncan, Barbara Duncan, Everett
Ferguson, Royce Money, Curt Niccum, Howard Norton,
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