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In English, Spanish, ‘a church for all people’
IN COLORADO, the
Rocky Mountain
Reunion crosses the
language barrier.

IN TENNESSEE, minister urges
Christians, in two languages,
to ‘embrace God’s multicultural,
multiethnic vision.’
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

S

NASHVILLE, Tenn.
weet tea and homemade tortillas.
The faithful who dearly love each — and
both — sang praises to God, side by side,
during a bilingual worship service hosted
by the Brentwood Hills Church of Christ.
Lyrics to “I Will Call Upon the Lord,” or “A
Jehová Invocaré,” flashed across the overhead
screens, alternating between English and
Spanish.
Enoch Rinks, a
former missionary
to Paraguay and
songleader for
the morning,
knew many of the
believers before
him weren’t fluent
in both languages.
“Y’all just try the
best you can,” he
encouraged them.
In Tennessee’s
capital city, home
to country music
and no fewer than
74 Churches of
Reaching Hispanics in the U.S. Christ, it’s easy not
to try — to remain
in separate congreFirst in a series | More inside
CHURCHES AND THE BORDER CRISIS..... 13 gations, said guest
DIALOGUE: HECTOR HINOJOSA ............. 17 preacher Dan
EDITORIAL: RESIDENT ALIEN CHURCH .... 29 Rodriguez.
“Here in
Nashville, you can have a church of the shape
or color you want — and I’m just talking about
Churches of Christ,” said Rodriguez, who
ministers for the Hollywood Church of Christ
in California and teaches religion and Hispanic
studies at nearby Pepperdine University.
But staying homogenous in an increasingly
diverse city denies churches the chance to
grow, he said — and to reflect the divine
See TENNESSEE, Page 12

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Roberto Santiago, minster for the Grandview Church of Christ in Nashville,
Tenn., translates from English to Spanish as Dan Rodriguez speaks at the
Brentwood Hills Church of Christ in Nashville. At left, Christians sing songs
of praise in both languages during the bilingual Sunday service.

WESTMINSTER, Colo. — “Amen! Amen!
Amen!” said a chorus of voices that
echoed through the Northwest
Church of Christ auditorium as
visiting minister Steven Curo
preached from 1 Corinthians 1:18.
Seconds later,
Curo repeated
the same verse
about the
message of the
cross being
foolishness to
those who are
perishing but the
power of God to
those who are
being saved.
Again, a
hearty round of
BOBBY ROSS JR.
“Amén! Amén! Steven Curo
Amén!” followed preaches in English
the Scripture
and Spanish at the
reading — only Colorado event.
this time with
distinct Spanish accents.
Curo alternated between English
and Spanish as he delivered a
bilingual sermon at the recent Rocky
Mountain Reunion — an event
designed to improve unity among
Christians in northern Colorado.
“It was amazing,” church member
Jesús de Hijar said of the opening
assembly, where the faithful sang
hymns such as “Love Lifted Me”
simultaneously in both languages.
“It was really something that to me,
personally, filled me up.”
Colorado is one of seven states
with a Hispanic population of at
least 20 percent.
See COLORADO, Page 14
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DA!
It’s back! DA! Not Duh. But “DA,” which
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Breaking news
reminds us —
keep a packed
bag for heaven

‘C

ab! LaGuardia! Now!”
I had just walked
through the front door
of CBS News headquarters in
New York when I heard my
boss. He was dashing toward
with
Inside Story me
something
in his hand,
thrusting it
toward me. It
was a plane
ticket — to
Minneapolis.
This
wasn’t on
Doug Poling
my agenda
for the day.
I expected to write and
anchor hourly news summaries on our radio network —
just as I did more days than
I can count during my years
in broadcast journalism.
But CBS had just learned
that Hubert Humphrey, then
vice president of the U.S.
under Lyndon B. Johnson,
had collapsed during a visit
to Minnesota. He was at a
Minneapolis hospital. So
that’s where I needed to be.
I didn’t know any of this at
the time. All I knew is that I
had to get to the airport, fast.
Luckily, my bag was
already packed.
The apostle Paul told
Timothy to “be ready in
season and out of season”
(2 Timothy 4:2). The oldtimers at the network echoed
that sentiment, advising me
early on never to assume it’s
going to be a routine day —
and to be ready for anything.
So I kept a carry-on bag in
my office — one that would
keep me from wasting time
at baggage claim. Inside the
See BREAKING NEWS, Page 4
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THE CHANGING FACE OF child and family services

Love thy city

IN A HALF-CENTURY, Agape has expanded its mission from adoption and
foster care to community programs fighting Memphis’ cycle of poverty.
The city rarely makes “the good
lists,” said Andreana Brown, who
MEMPHIS, Tenn.
works for Agape Child and Family
here will always be poor people
Services, a nonprofit founded in the
in the land,” Moses proclaimed
late 1960s by members of Churches
in the Old Testament book of
of Christ.
Deuteronomy.
“And there’s a lot of potential here,”
Some 3,400 years later, in this
she said. “There are a lot of people
metropolis on the
who love this commuMississippi River,
nity. There are a lot of
named after the ancient
people who want to be
capital of Egypt — from
here and want to have
which Moses and the
their families here ...
children of Israel fled
to go to the schools
— statistics reflect the
and be a part of the
ancient words.
neighborhood.”
Memphis is the
Increasingly, Agape
poorest large metrois helping the people
politan area in the U.S.,
PHOTOS BY JOHN R. IRBY of Memphis improve
according to analysis Agape has served Memphis,
their neighborhoods.
of census data by a
Tenn., for nearly 50 years.
The nonprofit
University of Memphis
takes its name from a
researcher. An estimated 28.3 perGreek word found throughout the
cent of the city’s 655,000 souls live in New Testament, often translated as
poverty. For children under age 18,
“unconditional love.” Initially, its focus
the rate is an alarming 44.3 percent,
primarily was adoption and foster care.
according to census data.
While not abandoning that mission,
Of the 85 public schools in
Agape now offers a variety of services
Tennessee that fall in the bottom 5 per- for families and entire communities.
cent in performance, 68 are in Shelby
The principle is simple, said
See AGAPE, Page 21
County, which includes Memphis.
BY John R. Irby | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘T

Michelle Wicks, a youth outreach specialist with Agape, reads to six of the children in
the summer program in the Raleigh/Frayser neighborhood of Memphis.
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An emergency
landing — and a
chance to preach
FROM STAFF REPORTS | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

“I don’t want to scare you, but we
need to realize that this is serious,”
Brent Missildine told his wife, Lisa,
and his daughter, Sarah.
“We are on a plane over the Pacific
Ocean with the electronics burning
enough that there is smoke in the
plane. ... If this doesn’t turn out well,
do you feel
that you
are ready
to meet the
Lord?”
Missildine,
pulpit minister for the
Prattville
Church of
Christ in
Alabama,
and his
PHOTO PROVIDED BY PRATTVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST
family were On Midway Island, Brent
on their
Missildine invites fellow
way to the
stranded passengers who
Philippines, weren’t ready to meet God
part of a
to study the Bible.
mission team
led by Demar Elam of the West Hobbs
Street Church of Christ in Athens, Ala.
On a United flight between Honolulu
and Guam, the pilot and passengers
smelled smoke, forcing an emergency
landing on Midway Island, a remote,
2.4-square-mile atoll northwest of
Hawaii. The church members prayed
fervently as the plane landed — safely.
As they waited in a gym for a new
plane, Missildine told his fellow passengers that he would study the Bible with
any of them who felt, during the emergency, that they weren’t ready to meet
God. At first, all he heard was a laugh
from the crowd, he said but two people
eventually responded to his request.
“Each person on our team showed
courage and strength,” Missildine told
The Christian Chronicle. “After the
captain addressed (the) crowd of passengers, Demar shouted out his trademark phrase ‘God is good,’ and many
people then shouted, ‘All the time.’”
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BREAKING NEWS: A heart attack that wasn’t
FROM PAGE 3

bag I kept a suit, one dress shirt and
a tie, one sport shirt, an extra pair
of trousers, two sets of underwear
and two pairs of socks. I had a bag
of toiletries in there, too — shaver,
toothbrush, etc.
Since I worked in radio, I also
packed a tape recorder and microphone. In the bag’s side pocket, I
kept my passport and a little cash.
Not all the comforts of home. But
with the contents of this bag, I could
function in most places for short
periods of time.
Fortunately for Vice President
Humphrey, the end of this particular
story isn’t too exciting. I grabbed my
bag, hailed a cab and sped toward
LaGuardia. As I dashed onto the
plane, a flight attendant paged me.
My boss had called. Get off the
plane, he said. What they thought
was a heart attack turned out to be a
false alarm. It was just another day at
the office after all.
Regardless, I’m glad I had that
carry-on packed.
In the years since, I’ve thought

about how the Word of God urges
us to be prepared at all times for
ministry — and for Christ’s return.
In Luke 12, just after Jesus tells his
followers not to worry about food and
clothes, he urges them to “be dressed
ready for service and keep your lamps
burning, like servants waiting for
their master to return from a wedding
banquet, so that when he comes and
knocks they can immediately open the
door for him” (verse 35-36).
In verse 40, he says, “You also
must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you
do not expect him.”
What about you? Got that carry-on
packed? Are there sins in your life
that need to be removed? Are there
transgressions for which you need
forgiveness? Are you the one who
needs to forgive? At peace with God?
Like my boss who said, “Go now,”
God can call you anytime.
Best to be ready and set to go.
DOUG POLING is a retired correspondent for CBS
News and a member of the Heritage Church of
Christ in Franklin, Tenn.

NOTEBOOK: Blest be the tie that binds
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE
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NAPLES, Fla. — On a Wednesday
night, I found myself 1,400 miles
from home.
But in the close-knit fellowship of
Churches of Christ, home is never
really that far away.
While in Florida for a religious freedom conference, I met Lyle Asbill,
who preaches for the Naples Church
of Christ in this coastal paradise.
Even though we had not met previously, my brother in Christ picked
me up at my hotel and took me to
dinner before midweek Bible study.
Asbill grew up in the Edmondton
Church of Christ in Alberta and
attended Canada’s now-closed
Western Christian High School and
College. I mentioned meeting a minister named John Smith at the Red
Deer Church of Christ in Alberta.
“He was one of my roommates,”
Asbill said.
Like me, Asbill is a graduate of
Oklahoma Christian University.
Another one of Asbill’s former

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Lyle Asbill, center, with son Christian and
wife Carrie at the Naples, Fla., church.

roommates: Dr. Todd Wright, an
elder of the Memorial Road Church
of Christ in Oklahoma City.
“Todd is my optometrist,” I said.
As we kept talking, I was struck —
as I always am when I connect with
fellow Christians — by how many of
the same faithful servants we know.
As the old song goes, “Blest be the
tie that binds our hearts in Christian
love. The fellowship of kindred
minds is like to that above.”
BOBBY ROSS JR. is chief correspondent for The
Christian Chronicle. Reach him at bobby.ross@
christianchronicle.org.
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ALASKA

s p otlight

JUNEAU — Six adults and four teens
from the Juneau Church of Christ
traveled to the province of Zambales
in the Philippines this summer.
The group conducted gospel meetings, visited hospitals, taught seminars, encouraged ministers and
worked on projects such as painting,
deacon Geoffrey Wyatt said.
“This trip was designed to build
relationships between the churches
in Zambales and the church in
Juneau and find ways to support
each other,” Wyatt said.

A New England pioneer
MANCHESTER, Conn. — Christians
in New England and beyond are
mourning the July 13 death of
Eugene Brewer, a minister and
elder who served the Manchester
Church of Christ for more than a
half-century. He was 87.
Brewer and his wife, Barbara,
moved to Manchester in 1961 to
plant the church. The congregation
began with 17 adults and 13 children
and has grown to 300 members.
“He was a teacher, a leader, a
servant, a mentor and an encouragement to so many,” the Manchester
church said on its Facebook page.
Gareth Flanary, minister of the
West Springfield Church of Christ in
Massachusetts, called Brewer “a great
pioneer of the New England church.”

COLORADO

DELTA — In the summer, the Thunder
Mountain Church of Christ sponsors
a regular kickball night for families.
As part of the outreach effort,
the church invites everyone in the
community to participate, minister
Darin Hamm said.
“The church supplies prizes and
treats for the teams when the game
ends,” Hamm said.

ILLINOIS

DECATUR — More than 200 people
turned out for the recent Midwest
Evangelism Workshop.
The Jasper Street Church of Christ,
the Morningside Chapel Church
of Christ and the Sunnyside Road
Church of Christ — all in Decatur —
sponsored the workshop.
More than 1,000 doors were
knocked and nine people baptized
in a campaign two weeks after
the workshop, said Steve Webb,
Morningside’s associate minister.
“God has richly blessed us in our
efforts,” Webb said, “and we are
currently looking at some ways
to continue the fire that has been
started.”

NEW MEXICO

AZTEC — Eight teens from the Aztec
Church of Christ got hands-on
ministry experience while attending
this summer’s Camp Genesis at
Oklahoma Christian University.
Like other Christian camps, this
one features times of worship and
Bible study. But it’s different in that
the participants “spend the week
being the hands and feet of Jesus
in Oklahoma City,” Aztec minister
Johnathan Dobbs said.
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TARA ROBERTS

At VBS, a journey from Grumble to Humble

The “Last Chance Filling Station” provides the backdrop for a Vacation Bible School journey
from Grumble to Humble at the Celina Church of Christ in Tennessee. “The group circles
around each night to the same old gas station,” member Tara Roberts said, “where humble,
Goober-like Seymore Goode teaches the group, as well as his complaining, overpowering
co-worker Osborne Grum, a new lesson on how God would have us to look to him and ... see
the good in all situations.” The recent VBS featured the stories of Moses and the Israelites.
Students helped with a homeless
shelter, a retirement center, a food
bank and other charities.
“It was a great week of growing in
perspective and being encouraged
to take that spirit of service home,”
Dobbs said.

RRFE every year,” said Warren
Baldwin, minister for the Ulysses
Church of Christ in Kansas.
“Usually, they help selling the
encampment shirts and caps.”

TEXAS

AMARILLO — After 65 years of
marriage, Vernon and Bobbie
Alexander remain devoted to God
and each other.
The Alexanders lead a small group
at the Southwest Church of Christ
and manage the church library,
and Bobbie works with World Bible
School.
Vernon, 90, and Bobbie, 87, celebrated their recent anniversary
during the annual Red River Family
Encampment in New Mexico.
“They still volunteer to work at

CLOE POISSON, HARTFORD COURANT

Eugene Brewer at the Manchester church.

ninth grades learned how to prepare
and deliver sermons, youth and
family minister Spencer Ross said.
They attended classes on homiletics, public speaking, evangelism
and sermon construction.
At night, the boys enjoyed activities such as swimming and a
“Medieval Times” dinner theater.
Ross and preacher Cor y Collins
organized the camp.

WASHINGTON
Vernon and Bobbie Alexander

WARREN BALDWIN

KELLER — The Keller Church of
Christ hosted its first TITUS camp
this summer — standing for Teens
In Training for Useful Service.
Nineteen boys in seventh through

SPOKANE — A new Wednesday night
fellowship meal helps connect the
Northside Church of Christ.
A member who is a former chef
has stepped up to organize fun
meals, said Patrice Fritsch, who leads
the church’s benevolence program.
“Young folks who had quit
attending are showing up and
sharing their lives,” Fritsch said.
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NOW OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

THE MISSION OF

CLAIRE JADIS

Clint and Kelsey Hill present a lesson on “Dating in Sequence” at the Campus Ministry
United Workshop. Attendees learned God’s design for spiritually fulfilling relationships.

Campus Ministry United workshop
focuses on ‘target-rich’ mission field
BY KARI OGLE | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

OCTOBER 16-18, 2014
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
Check out our facebook page:
Global Missions Conference
Go to www.globalmissionsconference.org to see the speakers, the
breakout sessions, and the opportunities to discuss together on
important mission topics. Register Now! Be sure to notice and
register for children’s classes, meals and Fellowship opportunities.

Call 800.311.2006 for more information.
A comprehensive missions gathering of churches of Christ to advance
domestic and global outreach. Planning is led by a Steering Committee
of missions leaders across the nation Conference features include:
•International Presenters
• Practical Missions Sessions
• Missions Exhibits and Networking
• College Students – World Missions Workshop
• Plan this into your 2014 Vacation

TULSA, Okla. — Want to change the
face of eternity?
Reach out to college campuses.
That’s the advice of Campus
Ministry United (CMU) director
Wes Woodell, who notes that most
people who commit their lives to
Christ do so by age 21.
About 200 campus ministry leaders and students converged on the
Park Plaza Church of Christ ministry
center for the recent ninth annual
Campus Ministry United Workshop.
The event is part of CMU’s mission to minister to underserved university populations through regional
church-planting movements.
According to a 2008 CMU national
survey, campus ministries associated with Churches of Christ were
active on only 150 out of a possible
4,100 colleges and universities.
The group has planted eight new
ministries and sent out teams to
assist two existing campus ministries since its inception in 2005.
“We saw that campus ministries
were dying and closing down, but
our universities were growing,” said
Carol Stringfellow, one of CMU’s
first full-time employees. “It was a
target-rich environment that was
being neglected.”
With epicenters in Tulsa and St.
Louis, CMU is focused on quality

church plants that involve training,
support and encouragement.
Clint Hill, CMU trainer and board
member, said nine people have gone
through the two-year training program; four are now in the program.
“It’s always exciting to see where
God leads them to work and serve,”
Hill said.
The annual workshop is a primer
for those interested in campus ministry as well as an encouragement
for those already involved in ministry. This year’s theme, “Sequence:
From Origin to Offspring,” focused
on studying the DNA of Christ to
multiply it in others.
Lessons focused on worship, loving God, others and the lost; serving
singles; supporting spouses; conflict
management; campus planting; and
event hosting.
“During this workshop, we get training on how to bring others to Christ,”
said Claire Jadis, a campus ministry
leader at Rogers State University in
Claremore, Okla. “We all have our
own battles, but these people are a
support system, and they help. We all
have the same goal.”
The 2015 CMU Workshop will be
July 9-11 in Tulsa. CMU will host its
annual Family Vacation college-age
retreat Jan. 16-19 in Panama City
Beach, Fla.
On the web: www.campusministryunited.com

SEPTEMBER 2014

ACROSS THE NATION

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

BRADY ROSS

Wisconsin campers look forward to ‘Someday’

Art and Design

Campers surprise counselors with an impromptu singing of the hymn “Someday” at
Wisconsin Christian Youth Camp. The camp operates on a site known as Fallhall Glen
near Black River Falls, Wis. Four summer sessions each draw between 80 and 100
campers and last two weeks. The camp is “blessed with abundant natural beauty that
only our God could provide,” according to its website at www.wcyc.org.

Communication

W.L. Fletcher, leader among churches
in southern California, dies at 80

History and Social Science

W.L. Fletcher III, a longtime
the San Diego Christian Foundation,
church leader in southern California
which he chaired from 1972 to 2000.
and trustee of The Christian
In the 1980s, shortly after Oklahoma
Chronicle, died July 16 after a long
Christian University in Oklahoma City
battle with ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s
acquired the Chronicle, Fletcher was
Disease.
enlisted to serve
He was 80.
on its National
“He loved
Council, a support
all Christian
group to advise
ministries,”
and finance the
said Chronicle
paper.
President and
“In those early
CEO Lynn
days, Fletcher
McMillon, “and
was a lively parhis life is a powticipant in the
erful testimony
discussions of
PHOTO PROVIDED how the Chronicle
to his Christian
W.L. Fletcher and his wife, Marilyn.
dedication.”
could reach more
A former
people,” said
U.S. Navy captain and insurance
Editor Emeritus Bailey McBride.
executive, Fletcher was the original
“His wonderful sense of humor often
moderator of “Know Your Bible,” a
helped reduce the tension in dealing
gospel TV program. He was an elder with difficult issues and topics.”
of the El Cajon Boulevard Church of
Fletcher continued to serve as
Christ and Northern Hills Church
a trustee of the Chronicle until his
of Christ, both in San Diego, for a
death.
combined 38 years. He served as a
regent of Pepperdine University in
FIND LINKS to contribute memorial gifts at www.
Malibu, Calif., and helped launch
christianchronicle.org.

English
Foreign Language and
International Studies

Music
Theatre

Well-rounded education
While pursuing an education in Harding’s
College of Arts and Humanities, students find
themselves inspired and challenged, seeking to
better understand the human experience. Seven
departments within the college explore media and
oral communication, history, languages, and visual
expression — all taught within the Christian mission
of Harding. Students are prepared to continue their
studies in graduate schools or enter into any one of
the hundreds of professions in today’s workforce.
Within the liberal arts, anything is possible.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas
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ARGENTINA

BUENOS AIRES — Even the World
Cup can’t stop a young church in
this South American capital from
growing — but it can disrupt
Sunday worship.
Argentina’s national team had
matches twice on Sunday afternoons
as it advanced to the final round
against Germany. The games coincided with services at a congregation planted in the La Plata area,
missionary Joel Banks said.
“Despite these minor problems, the
group ... continues to grow in enthusiasm as they meet to praise God
and learn from his Word on Sunday
afternoons,” Banks said. The church
meets in a member’s apartment and
is in need of more space.

BELIZE

Corozal — Edward Pratt, a minister
from the Bahamas and graduate of
the Jamaica School of Preaching, is
working alongside evangelist Luis
Pedraza in the northern tip of this
Central American nation.
Pedraza, a native of Cuba, has
launched a Spanish-language
congregation in Corozal and is
working with an extension program
of the Jamaica School of Preaching.
He also is making inroads among
Spanish speakers in southern
Mexico and Guatemala, Pratt said.
Recently, Predraza taught
Christian counseling to a group of
school teachers in Corozal at the
request of the country’s education officials. He used the NewLife
Behavior Ministries curriculum
developed by H.M. Motsinger.
Both ministers need support to
continue the work, Pratt said. For
more information, see jspmona.org.

LITHUANIA

MOLETAI — Eighty children from
across this European
nation on the Baltic
Sea played games
and learned about
Christ at Camp Ruta.
Thirty Christians,
including six from
the U.S., served as
counselors. Ministers
Puodziukaitis
Juozas Puodziukaitis
and Ilia Amosov said they were
pleased that, each year, increasing

www.teamolomouc.com

Family, friends gather to witness a long-prayed-for baptism
Marie Mikulova, above, in the wheelchair, didn’t let foot surgery stop her from watching her brother
get baptized. Her family helped her along the path to the lake to join nearly 50 friends and family
members of Tomas Mikula as he gave his life to Christ near the city of Olomouc, Czech Republic.
“It was a momentous occasion for him — and for those of us who have prayed for this for a long
time,” said Joshua Beall, a member of a mission team in Olomouc, “and it served as a strong example
to several others there who are not yet Christians, but whose hearts are continually being softened.”
Mikula, at right, was baptized in a shirt he received at the first youth camp he attended with the
mission team. The theme that year: “Be Free.”
numbers of Lithuanian Christians
present Bible lessons at the camp.

NICARAGUA

Diriamba — A medical mission team
of 93 Christians, representing 19
congregations across the southeast
U.S., treated more than 2,000 patients
in this Central American town, west
of Managua. The team also cleaned
the teeth of 156 dental patients,
filled more than 6,000 prescriptions
and gave out more than 600 pairs of
eyeglasses. Nicaraguans also received
720 dresses — handmade by the
members of five U.S. congregations.
Ministers from Nicaragua and the
U.S. conducted evangelistic services
each night. Twenty baptisms
resulted. Church members reported
the results in EncourageNet, a publication of the East Ridge Church of
Christ in Chattanooga, Tenn.

PHOTO VIA ENCOURAGENET

Dr. Matt Rider examines a patient during
the Nicaragua medical campaign.

UKRAINE

Gorlovka — Pro-Russian separatists
have seized a second meeting place
of a Church of Christ in this eastern
Ukrainian city, minister Valery
Kolchik said.
A church member who cleans
the building was confronted by
armed men on a Saturday afternoon.
They told her they were taking

the building and that she should
worship in an Orthodox church
instead, Kolchik said.
On Sunday, church members
arrived to find the building’s locks
broken and the meeting place
looted. The Christians previously
had removed money and important papers from the building —
after armed gunmen seized the
other Church of Christ building in
Gorlovka a few weeks earlier.
By Monday the separatists had
replaced the locks and seized the
building, Kolchik said. Church
members have appealed to government authorities for help and are in
constant prayer.
“What has happened to the church
building is the result of very deep
spiritual and political problems
in our region,” Kolchick told The
Christian Chronicle.
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COULD IT BE YOU who shares truth in a
world where everything is relative? Could it
be you who gives purpose in a flurry of
distractions? Could it be you who injects joy
into lives drowning in despair? Dig deep.
Could it be you who has the courage to
be a minister of the gospel?
Universit we
At Heritage Christian University,
believe it could be. We will equip you to
minister to the world around you in ways
you never thought possible. We will
encourage you in the pursuit of your
dreams. And our Legacy Scholarship can
help you do it tuition free. Call today to
learn more.

HCU Office of Admissions
www.hcu.edu * 256.766.6610
PO Box HCU, Florence, AL 35630

This CD and
associated book
contain twenty-four
beautiful songs
from thirteen psalms
assuring us that God
answers when we cry
out to him. They
encourage us to trust
in the Lord through
times of trouble,
regardless of circumstances.
These recordings flawlessly
capture the message found in
the words and music of the authors
and composers who have
endeavored to maintain the
relevance of the original text.

A Timeless a cappella project
www.TimelessPsalter.com

www.timelesspsalter.com/BSAK/Samples.mp3

As we celebrate the 10th year of the Master of Ministry
program, we are proud to announce the latest course to be
added to our curriculum, available for fall 2014.

MMIN 657: FAMILY MINISTRY
Course Description:
An exploration of ways the church can minister to the contemporary
family in all its forms: the single person, the couple with no children,
the stepfamily, and parents of children in various stages of development. This course will study (1) the family as a social system (with
emphasis in family systems theory), including one’s own family of
origin and ministry families, (2) the theology of the family, (3) marriage and family development, and (4) ministry to the family in light
of the church as the family of God. Attention is given to the needs of
each form of family and how the church can help meet those needs
through education, program design and other ministries.

COURSE INSTRUC TOR: PHIL MCKINNEY II
We congratulate Dr. McKinney upon the
completion of the Ph.D. degree awarded by
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. His dissertation topic is “Adolescent Christian Formation and Mother Nurturance and Involvement.”
Dr. McKinney is the husband of Angie; the
father of Kaylee, Taylor, and Rylie; the discipleship minister at Fairfax Church of Christ in
Virginia; and one of the outstanding instructors
for the Master of Ministry program.

CLASSES SCHEDULED FOR FALL 2014
• Orientation with Bill Richardson
• Advanced Bible Study Techniques with Tim Westbrook
• Old Testament Theology with Kevin Youngblood
• Servant Leadership with Randy Willingham
• Family Ministry with Phil McKinney
For information about the Master of Ministry program
and available scholarships, please go to
https://www.harding.edu/camt or call 501-279-4252.
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Online Registration Closes Sept. 20

THE MISSION OF

CHI EKWENYE

‘We want them to know that they are loved’

OCTOBER 16-18, 2014
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
Go to www.globalmissionsconference.org to see the
speakers, the breakout sessions, and the opportunities to
discuss together on important mission topics.
Register Now! Be sure to notice and register for children’s
classes, meals and Fellowship opportunities.

Call 800.311.2006 for more information.
A comprehensive missions gathering of churches of Christ to
advance domestic and global outreach. Planning is led by a
Steering Committee of missions leaders across the nation
Conference features include:

Check out our
Facebook page:
Global Missions
Conference

•International Presenters
• Practical Missions Sessions
• Missions Exhibits and Networking
• College Students – World Missions Workshop
• Plan this into your 2014 Vacation

In the southeastern Nigerian city of Aba, children from Susana Homes and Right
Steps Christian School remind their community to pray continually for “Chibok girls.”
In April, more than 270 girls were kidnapped from their boarding school by the militant Islamic group Boko Haram in the northeastern Nigerian city of Chibok.
Students at the school and children’s home, both ministries of Churches of Christ,
have written letters of encouragement and support to the parents of the girls — and
to the girls themselves, said director Chi Ekwenye.
“We believe strongly that they will be home someday ... in God’s own time,”
Ekwenye said. “When that happens, we want them to know that they are loved and
always will be.” For more information on the ministries, see rightsteps.org.

Christians from Congo denied entry —
to another Congo — for gospel campaign
BRAZZAVILLE, Congo — The capitals of
two nations, both named Congo, face
each other across the Congo River.
Twelve Bible teachers and students
from the Hilton Terry Bible School in
Kinshasa, capital of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, or DRC, planned
to cross the river to take part in a
gospel campaign alongside a handful
of Christians in Brazzaville, capital of
the Republic of Congo, often called
Congo-Brazzaville.
But tension between the two
Congos kept the believers apart.
In recent months, Congo-Brazzaville
has expelled more than 50,000 people
from the DRC as part of an anti-crime
campaign, British newspaper The
Guardian reports. The 12 Christians
from Kinshasa were denied permission to enter Brazzaville.
Nonetheless, two Christians in
Congo-Brazzaville, Clovis Tshimanga
and Chrysostom Samba, conducted

DOYLE KEE

Students take a World Bible School class
during the Brazzaville campaign.

the campaign with two ministers
from the U.S. and four from Europe.
Twenty-nine people attended.
The small Churches of Christ in
the Republic of Congo “need a partnering church who will take on the
entire country as its mission field,”
said Doyle Kee, a missionary in
Geneva, Switzerland.
For more information, email Thekees@
bluewin.ch.
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God intended sex to be part of a beautiful life.

But, too often, it creates a broken one.

It all depends on choices. Starting with yours.
Educate young people about sex.
Shape their values through early, consistent conversation.
Empower them to live free.
Speak truth.

Or give in to discomfort and avoid the issue.
Or stand by while culture and media destroy them.
Or turn a blind eye while they get trapped.
Or be silent.

The correct answer seems obvious, doesn’t it? Young people need
help sorting through the confusing and unhealthy messages they’re
bombarded with in today’s culture. Ultimate Escape is the alternative.
Steve and Holly Holladay present God’s truth in a creative, engaging
style. Their message is Biblically based and clinically sound.
Take action and empower young people to make good choices.
Contact Steve and Holly Holladay
now for a brochure to learn more.
UltimateEscape.org • 214.620.1787

Reino-ULT ESCP Half Page CC Ad FNL 07-14-14.indd 1

7/14/14 3:18 PM

We bring together a world of
relationships and resources.
From remote villages to urban streets, Missions Resource Network strives to collect and
then share effective ministry practices from all around the world. Collaboration, idea
sharing and advancing God’s Kingdom vision is our contribution to those sharing the
Gospel in all sorts of ways, to all sorts of people, in all sorts of places. Join us to make
a difference in the world as we help
churches, ministries and missionaries
fulfill God’s mission every day.

Your Global Link
www.mrnet.org • www.facebook.com/missionsresourcenetwork

Reino-MRN Half PG Hor. Christian Chronicle Ad RESIZE.indd 1

7/8/14 10:47 AM
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TENNESSEE: ‘Heaven is going to be culturally diverse’

A BOOMING DEMOGRAPHIC

The Sunday sermon “opened my
PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD
eyes even wider to the exciting
Enoch Rinks, of Great Cities Missions, leads “Alabanzas Dad a Cristo” (“When We All Get to Heaven”) during the bilingual service.
realization that heaven is going to be
culturally diverse,” said Walt Leaver, United States,” a directory published
fleeing a bloody civil war and hoping describes her native tongue as
Brentwood Hills’ pulpit minister.
“Spanglish.” Born in Nashville and
by Nashville-based 21st Century
to become a success in the restauThe service included members of
raised Catholic, she was baptized
Christian in 2012. Nine other
rant business. Three years ago,
the Iglesia de Cristo en Grandview,
at Grandview about five years ago
churches in Nashville’s metro area
he was a victim of identity theft. It
a 70-member Church of Christ that
because she and her family “loved the
provide Spanish-language ministries.
destroyed his credit.
meets about four miles east of the
environment and people,” she said.
Nationwide, Grandview is one of
“I lost everything,” said the father
Brentwood Hills church. Roberto
She has traveled on mission trips
222 Spanish-language Churches of
of three children. A friend took
Santiago serves as minister.
with Brentwood Hills’ youth group
Christ, according to the directory.
him to the Grandview church. The
“We function as one church with
to Honduras. It was “a huge eyeAn additional 315 churches provide
Christians there supported him as
Brentwood Hills,”
opener,” she said. “We don’t realize
Spanish services — a jump of he rebuilt his life.
Santiago said. The
how much we have here.”
9.8 percent since the directo“I saw the love of Jesus in them,”
church is under
At Grandview, when she hears
ry’s previous edition in 2009.
he said. “That touched my heart. I
the leadership of
a sermon in Spanish, she follows
Preachers from Latin
told them, ‘I want to be a part.’”
Brentwood Hills’
along in her English Bible.
America fill many of those
elders, who appointed
REACHING THE ‘SPANGLISH’ GENERATION
“It’s the love you feel around you,”
pulpits. Marco Diaz, a native
two Spanish-speaking
Medrano now owns a meat slicer
she said, when asked why she prefers
of Guatemala, traveled with a
members to serve
Grandview to an English-only church.
group of Hispanic Christians and a growing business, supplying
as deacons with the
cubes
of
steak
for
“Even though you don’t understand
from
Chattanooga,
Tenn.,
to
Population: 6,495,978
Grandview church.
the
city’s
burgeoning
everything, you feel the love.”
Nashville
for
the
combined
Racial/ethnic groups: 75
They serve a rapidly percent white, 17 percent
food truck industry.
service. It also was the
He and his family
MULTICULTURAL: NOT EASY, BUT WORTH IT
growing Latino popula- black, 5 percent Hispanic,
first part of the Spanishworship
with
the
Vasquez and the Medrano
tion in the U.S.
language
program
at
2 percent Asian and less than
Grandview
church.
brothers
represent the majority of
Since 1990, the
Summer
Celebration,
an
1 percent American Indian.
His sons, Brian, 17,
Latinos in the U.S. — native born.
number of people who
annual lectureship at nearby
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
and Aris, 12, were
About 63 percent of Hispanics in
identify themselves as
Lipscomb University.
born in Tennessee.
the country are the children, grandHispanic has grown
Diaz worked for a churchVasquez
They can study the
children and descendants of immifrom 22 million to about 53 million,
supported medical mission, Health
grants, according to research by the
according to census data.
Talents International, before moving Bible in either language, but “I
Pew Hispanic Center in Washington.
About 10 percent of the 659,000
to the U.S. 12 years ago to preach for feel more comfortable praying in
Spanish,” Brian Medrano said.
Most are ignored by church
souls in Davidson County, which
a Hispanic church.
In addition to Latinos, the
leaders who equate “Hispanic
includes Nashville, identify themHe and other Spanish-speaking
Grandview church has some
ministry” with “Spanish-language
selves as Hispanic or Latino —
ministers introduce new souls to
ministry,” said Rodriguez, himself a
terms that Rodriguez and other
Christ — including many fellow first- white and black members, they
said. Classes for children and the
third-generation Hispanic American
ministers use interchangeably.
generation immigrants.
youth group are primarily English.
— who didn’t learn to speak Spanish
Grandview is the only stand-alone,
Wilber Medrano is one them.
Worship tends to be mostly Spanish. fluently until age 30.
Spanish-speaking congregation
He came to Nashville more than
Another Grandview member,
Rodriguez researched churches
listed in Nashville in the most recent
two decades ago from the Central
19-year-old Veronica Giron Vasquez,
from multiple faith traditions for
edition of “Churches of Christ in the
American nation of El Salvador,

Tennessee
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THE CHURCH AND THE BORDER CRISIS

Christians strive to look past politics
as they seek ways to serve children

FROM PAGE 1

assembly depicted in Revelation 7:9 —
“a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, tribe, people
and language, standing before the
throne and before the Lamb.”
“It isn’t easy,” Rodriguez said.
“We’re swimming against the tide
when we want to embrace God’s
multiracial, multiethnic vision.”
During the service, Junior High, an
elder of the Brentwood Hills church,
prayed that followers of Christ would
“strive to be a church for all people.”
“Help us to know that you are one
God for all of us,” he prayed.

the christian chronicle

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Dan Rodriguez discusses the problems in the first century church between Jewish and
Gentile Christians, described in 1 Corinthians, and the modern-day challenges of ethnocentrism — judging someone else’s culture by the standards of one’s own culture.
his book, “A Future for the Latino
Church,” finding that, in the U.S.,
multicultural churches that appeal to
second- and third-generation Latinos
are difficult to maintain. Churches
that focus on becoming multiethnic
instead of making disciples of Christ
likely will fail, he said.
However, “the greatest growth
is in churches that have overcome
ethnic barriers,” he said. “Churches
like this are rare, hard to sustain
and worth the trouble.”
Cultural — not language —
barriers are the hardest to overcome,
he added. For Anglo Christians, bilingual services may seem long, boring
and uncomfortable. And some
Hispanic Christians
see Anglo culture as
unfriendly, at odds
with family values —
even “against the will
of God.”
It’s easy for
Christians in both
groups “to segregate
Medrano
ourselves in any area
of our lives,” said Rebecca Dorris,
an Anglo member of the Brentwood
Hills church who attended the bilingual service.
She saw those ethnic barriers
crumble as her church’s youths —
who have picked up some Spanish at
school and on mission trips — sang
with enthusiasm in both languages.
“When we seek God’s purpose
for our lives and for our worship,

that should bring us, as believers,
together,” she said.
Wilber Medrano, who was shown
compassion by the Grandview
church, said that both ethnicities
need to show that same spirit of
generosity as they interact.
“The point is, the Latino has to
change, too,” he said. “The way
we’ve received, that’s the way we
need to give.”

‘I LOVE YOU WITH EL AMOR DEL SEÑOR’

As the service concluded, Leaver
asked the worshipers to join hands
as Rinks led them in a final chorus
of “I Love You with the Love of
the Lord” (“Te Amo en el Amor del
Señor”), first in English, then in
Spanish and, finally, simultaneously.
Though the two languages may
have clashed a bit, “at that moment, I
felt like we were closer to each other
and closer to the Lord,” Leaver said,
“and perhaps a little closer to what
heaven will really be like.”
In the vision of heaven Rodriguez
referenced — recorded by the
apostle John in Revelation 7 — the
multitude sings “Salvation Belongs to
our God” — not the national anthem
of Mexico or the U.S.
“Our Savior is coming back from
our homeland,” Rodriguez said.
“He’s not coming for Americans, for
Mexican-Americans, for Salvadoran
Americans.
“He’s coming for his bride. He’s
coming for the church of Christ.”

As Hispanic and Anglo Christians
celebrated unity in Tennessee and
Colorado, tensions flared on the
U.S.-Mexico border as thousands of
immigrants from Central America
— many of them children —
crossed illegally into Texas, Arizona
and California.
A massive spike in the number
of border crossings by unaccompanied minors from nations
including Guatemala, Honduras and
El Salvador has sparked waves of
protests and demands for reform of
U.S. immigration policy.
Meanwhile, the number of unaccompanied minors entering the U.S.
illegally could top 90,000 by the end
of September, compared to about
16,000 in 2011, the Migration Policy
Institute estimates.
Many of the children are heading
north “to escape violence, abuse,
persecution, trafficking and
economic deprivation,” the institute
reports.
Images of hundreds of children
crammed into shelters at military
bases have created outcries for
humanitarian aid.
Churches of Christ
in Texas’ Rio Grande
Valley, where many
of the border crossings take place, have
received multiple
calls from church
members across the Cooper
nation asking what
they can do, said Craig Cooper, an
elder of the Church of Christ North
in Pharr, Texas, about 30 minutes
north of the Mexico border.
“It is good that Christians are
looking past the political part of this
and just wanting to help — especially
innocent children who are really
being put in a bad situation,” Cooper
told The Christian Chronicle. “We
are helping with temporary respite,
but most are moving out of the area
fairly quickly, once they have been
released for travel by the immigration authorities.”

WWW.HHI.ORG

Healing Hands International is
preparing shipments of Magi Boxes,
usually delivered at Christmas, to help
children at the U.S./Mexico border.

WHAT YOU CAN (AND CAN’T) DO

At the Texas border, “no unaccompanied children are currently
being released to church-run care
facilities,” Cooper said, “so no direct
help is presently available for those
children through private means.”
In McAllen, Texas, national and
local authorities have set up three
temporary holding areas, called
Respite Centers, under tents near
a bus station. The centers serve
children who were accompanied by
adults as they crossed the border.
The families served at these
centers must be cleared by immigration officials for travel in the
U.S., Cooper said. The Church
of Christ North in Pharr and the
Harvey Drive Church of Christ in
McAllen are collecting funds and
request items such as children’s
shoes, hairbrushes and Pedialyte
for children suffering dehydration.
Healing Hands International, a
church-supported relief ministry,
is sending Magi Boxes of clothes,
toothpaste, soap and other essentials to families crossing the border
through a partnership with the 8th
& Harrison Church of Christ in
Harlingen, Texas.
The Food Bank of the Rio Grande
Valley is accepting donations of
money and food to be used specifically in the humanitarian effort.
FIND LINKS to contribute to relief efforts at www.
christianchronicle.org. Look for additional reports
on the border crisis in future issues of The Christian
Chronicle. Check our website for updates.
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COLORADO: A Christian family reunion, regardless of language
FROM PAGE 1

Spanish explorers came to the state
in the 16th century in search of gold.
The name “Colorado” derives from
a Spanish word for “ruddy” or “red”
used to describe the Colorado River.
Between 2000 and 2010, Colorado
grew from 4.3 million to 5 million
people, with Latinos accounting for
42 percent of the increase, census
figures show. The latest population
estimate is 5.3 million.
Most Hispanics in the U.S. belong
to the Roman Catholic Church. But
the Catholic share of the population
is declining, while rising numbers
of Hispanics identify as Protestant
or unaffiliated with any religion,
BOBBY ROSS JR.
according to a nationwide survey by
Raúl Zamora, in the blue shirt, and his wife, Ada, pray during a bilingual assembly at
the Pew Research Center.
the Rocky Mountain Reunion, hosted by the Northwest church in Westminster, Colo.
What’s the best way to reach the
fast-growing Hispanic population
‘ONE CONGREGATION IN TWO LANGUAGES’
meets here,” he said of the mindset
Roughly 50 Spanish-speaking
with the Gospel?
that can develop. “We just don’t
Christians worship each Sunday in
Curo’s suggestion is as simple as
know each other.”
the Northwest church’s gymnasium.
it is complex: “You need to learn to
All of Northwest’s children — from
“We are one congregation in two
speak Spanish if you want to evangeAnglo and Hispanic families — attend
languages,” elder Jim Bailey said.
lize the Hispanic community. That’s
the same Bible classes. That helps
Allan Javellana, a 37-year-old father overcome the groups not knowing
probably a place to start.” (Other
of five who first studied Spanish
experts point out that many secondeach other, church leaders said.
in high school, worships with the
and third-generation Latinos speak
Regular joint fellowship meals bless
Hispanic group. His children attend
English and even prefer it.)
the 350-member congregation, too.
Sunday school classes
Yet in the early 2000s,
In fact, the Anglo members particin English but join him
Curo and other church
ularly relish the nights when the
and his wife, Mollie, for
planters found only
Hispanic women prepare the meals,
the Spanish assembly,
one Spanish-speaking
members said.
even though they speak a
Church of Christ in the
“The Englishdifferent language.
Denver area.
speaking members
“I feel strongly about the
Curo learned Spanish
want to know if the
need to do some of that
while growing up in
Spanish group is
integration
and
the
need
the Bostonia Church of
doing the cooking
Population: 5,268,367
to
help
with
the
Spanish
Christ in El Cajon, Calif.
because they know
Racial/ethnic groups: 69
group,” Javellana said.
By his junior year of
it’s going to be really
percent white, 21 percent
But
creating
true
unity
high school, the native
good,” said member
Hispanic, 4 percent black, 3
Rivera
remains
a
challenge.
English speaker was
Michelle Goff, a
percent Asian and 2 percent
Some
of
the
Hispanic
leading worship and
bilingual
former
missionar y to
American Indian.
women fear talking with
preaching in the church’s
Venezuela. “So even things like
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
their Anglo brothers
Spanish assembly.
that have helped bridge some of
and sisters, said Cynthia
At Harding University in
the barriers.”
Rivera, de Hijar’s wife. They’re afraid
Searcy, Ark., Curo majored in Bible
A GESTURE OF UNITY AND LOVE
they’ll say the wrong thing.
and minored in Spanish. In 2001, he
The differences that sometimes
“A lot of the ladies tell me, ‘They’re
moved to Denver and helped start a
not going to understand me,’” Rivera divide Churches of Christ inspired
Spanish-speaking congregation that
the Northwest congregation to orgasaid. “I’m like, ‘Don’t worry. Just
met in an immigrant’s apartment
nize the Rocky Mountain Reunion.
open yourself up.’”
before eventually moving into the
But in a state with a 21 percent —
Without purposeful efforts to
Northwest church building.
and growing — Hispanic population,
overcome the barrier, it’s easy for
“Preaching is pure joy,” said Curo,
bringing together diverse congregathe groups to stay separate, said
now a minister for the Castle Rock
tions naturally meant crossing the
Javellana, who led singing at the
Church of Christ, between Denver
language barrier, too.
and Colorado Springs. “To be able to bilingual assembly.
“It has been many years since the
“We know that somebody else
do it in both languages is exciting.”

Colorado

churches of northern Colorado have
gotten together for prayer, singing
and studying the Word,” said John
Rakestraw, a Northwest elder. “We
thought it was time to encourage
each other again.”
Preaching minister Sam Pace said:
“In recent years, there has been quite
a bit of polarization among churches
in the Denver area, and we’re trying
to recover more unity.”
John Wheeler, congregational
minister of the University Church of
Christ in Denver, applauded the effort.
“Anything that gets us together is
probably good,” Wheeler said. “There
is still a little bit too much isolation
among the different churches.”
Northwest church leaders invited
65 congregations from Colorado
Springs to the Wyoming state line
— including eight Spanish-speaking
churches — to participate.
In planning the event, organizers
decided to open with a bilingual
worship service Friday night, with
separate English and Spanish
lessons all day Saturday.
All 160 participants enjoyed a
fellowship meal of chalupas, rice and
beans on Saturday.
“Whether we speak Chinese or
Portuguese or whatever, we’re all
brothers in Christ, so we wanted to
make sure that that
was highlighted,”
Rakestraw said.
Curo described
himself as “super
inspired” by the
bilingual emphasis.
“We need to be
more united,” he said. Goff
“There are no divisions between us necessarily, but it’s
just because of the language barrier
that we don’t interact.”
Goff leads Iron Rose Sister
Ministries, which develops women’s
Bible study resources in Spanish
and English. She characterized
the bilingual assembly as a hugely
important gesture of love and unity.
“The Kingdom is made up of all
languages and all cultures, and I think
the more that we can see that … it
helps expand our own vision,” Goff
said. “It helps us to be sensitive to and
understanding of other cultures and
languages, even in our own cities.”
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The 38-year-old AMEN Ministry connects Christians in the United States
Military with local churches of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send, name, email, and other
contact info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen@amenministry.info
135 Larchmont Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28791
828-891-4480

Save date!
the

Summer Celebration 2015
Wednesday-Friday
July 1-3

Make plans to be part of Summer
Celebration 2015 at Lipscomb
University, a family-friendly festival
of faith and fellowship that attracts
thousands each year.
We look forward to seeing you
next summer!
summercelebration.lipscomb.edu

MULTIPLE FACULTY POSITIONS ARE AVAILABLE
These positions are available as early as Fall 2014.

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING
COMPUTER SCIENCE
ENGINEERING
Academic rank for these open positions will be negotiable based
on education and experience according to University policy, which
requires all full-time faculty to be active members of the church
of Christ and all faculty (visiting, adjunct, etc.) to be committed
to Christ-infused curriculum, co-curriculum, and community. A
doctoral degree or ABD is preferred for all faculty ranks, with
advanced ranks available for those with demonstrated excellence
in teaching, publication, or professional leadership. Positions are
full-time, ten-month posts. Applications will be accepted until
filled, with review beginning immediately.
Additional details are available at www.oc.edu/hr. Inquiries
and applications should be directed to Lisa Jones, Box 11000,
Oklahoma City, OK 73136.
Oklahoma Christian University is a Christian higher learning community transforming lives for
Christian faith, scholarship, and service. We are located in a city recently named to many
top-ten lists for vibrant culture, a growing economy, and beautiful amenities. OC is known
for legacies of excellence in many fields of study, including accounting, where our CPA pass
rate often has been the best in the state; three decades of engineering now in three ABETaccredited fields with exceptional industry relationships; and 100% medical school placement
rates for our renowned biology programs. OC faculty offer many fields of distinctive
undergraduate and graduate learning environments in the arts, humanities, sciences, biblical
studies, and much more! The university’s Honors Program has the highest per capita National
Merit Scholars among sister schools and a leading percentage among CCCU campuses.
Recent graduate acceptances include Stanford University, Harvard University (Law), Florida
State University, the University of Texas, and the University of California-Los Angeles. Our
suburban setting offers easy access to internships in industry, healthcare, professional
sports, and many other fields of endeavor. Our 200-acre campus is surrounded by beautiful
walking trails and located near world-class corporations, a medical research center, and
unique arts and entertainment.

www.oc.edu/hr

Bless your missionaries with a gift each month!
A yearly subscription to cover international mailing costs is only
$70 per address ($40 to Canada).
What a wonderful way to encourage your mission-field workers in
their kingdom efforts!
Another opportunity: Adopt a mission field-gift a native church worker overseas with a monthly Chronicle.
405-425-5070

lynda.sheehan@christianchronicle.org
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HISPANIC CHURCH PLANTER Hector Hinojosa urges Christians to serve U.S. Latinos across multiple generations

‘God has brought a mission field to us’
to God’s Word in a non-threatening,
non-judgmental way. We will be
more effective if we invite them to a
relationship with Christ and are not
viewed as trying to “convert” them
out of Catholicism.
The Discovery Bible Study, used
by our ministry, is a great tool for
this. It’s a way to get them into the
Word. We need to make disciples
that make disciples, because when
you make disciples, you get a
church. You don’t necessarily get
disciples if you plant a church.

BY Lynn Mcmillon and Erik tryggestad
THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

H

ector Hinojosa and his family use a
computer program, Rosetta Stone,
to help them brush up on a foreign
language — Spanish.
That may seem strange for a family with
roots in Mexico, but just like many secondand third-generation Latinos in the U.S.,
the Hinojosas speak — and worship —
primarily in English.
Born in Brownsville, in far south Texas,
Hinojosa grew up in a predominantly
Anglo neighborhood. Raised Catholic, he
was baptized at age 33 after participating
in a Bible study with members of the
Brownsville Church of Christ.
Now a certified financial planner, he and
his family worship with The Hills Church of
Christ in North Richland Hills, Texas.
He worked alongside fellow Hispanic
Christians through Genesis Alliance — a
ministry designed to reach first-generation
immigrants from Latin America.
Recently, he and other U.S.-born Latino
Christians launched Hyphen, a sister ministry
designed to reach a demographic they
believe is underserved by churches —
Hispanics who grow up speaking English and
find themselves lost between two cultures.
There are differences between immigrants
and their descendants, he says. (Throw a
ball to a first-generation Hispanic, and he’ll
dribble it with his feet. Throw one to a thirdgeneration Latino, and he’ll likely catch it.)
However, “the one thing that is the same
is family. It’s not unusual for us to make
huge sacrifices for our families.”
What are some misconceptions
about Hispanic ministry?
The big one is that all Hispanics
speak Spanish. If there is one thing
I want your readers to understand,
it is that we are talking about both
Spanish- and English-speaking
Hispanics. For the English-speaking
Hispanic, it’s not about the language.
It’s about the culture.

What challenges face churches
that want to reach the Hispanic
community in their backyard?
people and started a work. Genesis
The first challenge is to see who
Alliance has helped plant many such God has put in our backyard. Many of
churches. This is why Sixto Rivera,
our churches have had Latino commuexecutive director of Genesis Allinities grow up around their buildings.
ance, founded the ministry.
Many already serve the community.
The next logical step is to invite them
What kind of ministry is needed
to have a relationship with Jesus.
to serve the Hispanic community?
The Christian Chronicle has
In a word, intentional.
reported that there is a declining
Hispanics are not going to accinumber of Churches of Christ in
dently start attending our churches.
the U.S. — and that there are fewer
Spanish-speaking churches have
people in those churches. This is
been — and will continue to be — a
a disturbing trend. But God has
vital area of our ministry. We will
brought a mission field to us. And
always be in this business because
many in this mission field have an
new immigrants are getting here
understanding of God because of
every day.
their Catholic (or
They are not
other church)
coming in the
backgrounds.
numbers they
But most have
used to, but
never studied the
they are still
Bible.
Reaching Hispanics in the U.S.
coming, and
A question I
they need to hear about Jesus in the
was hoping you would ask is, “How
only language they know — Spanish. did I, a former Catholic, become a
But the real potential is in the
member of the church?”
second- and third-generation
It’s pretty simple. It was not
Hispanic. We live “in the hyphen” of
because of our doctrine or traditions,
the Hispanic American demographic but it was because someone in the
— not being Hispanic enough to feel church demonstrated the amazing
comfortable in a Spanish-speaking
grace of Jesus when I did not
service, but not feeling that we
deserve it but needed it most.
belong in a predominantly Caucasian
I think, ultimately, that is what we are
congregation. We need ministries
called to do, with Hispanics or anyone
that will introduce this demographic
else. Love people into the Kingdom.
Ron Holland

Hector and Melissa Hinojosa celebrate Independence Day at a park in Hurst, Texas.

Another misconception is that all
Hispanics think the same and like
the same things. “Not all Hispanics
like tacos” is a saying we like to use.
Still another misconception is that
if a traditional congregation sings
one or two hymns in Spanish once in
a while, Hispanics will rush to their
church. While that is not a bad idea,
much more has to be done.
What to do — and how to do it —
is what Genesis Alliance and Hyphen
are all about. We work with churches
to help them formulate a plan to
reach this community. Genesis
Alliance focuses on first-generation
Hispanics, while Hyphen focuses on
the English-dominant Hispanics of
the second and third generations.
Every church and community
is different, so every plan will be
different. We can work with church
leaders to make their congregation
Hispanic-sensitive.
We may not have all the answers,
but we know the questions to ask.
How many Spanish-speaking
Churches of Christ are there in
the Dallas-Fort Worth area?
In the Metroplex, I count about 20
first-generation churches. Most of
these are churches within a church.
A Caucasian congregation saw a need
to reach out to Spanish-speaking
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thank you for
sharing god’s light
w i t h g h a n a, l i b e r i a
a n d z i m b a b w e,
a f r i c a, i n 2 0 1 4

Phase I of the Solar Event is now fully funded!
two-thousand solar-powered audio players
that contain the entire bible and 400 hours of
bible teaching, including all 40 sunset courses,
are currently being delivered during 2014 to
ghana, liberia and zimbabwe, africa.
hundreds of solar players are
already in the hands of those who are using the
power of the sun to teach about the son.
For an update on the progress to date,
go to Solar Report at www.sibi.cc

sunset international bible institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sibi.cc
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RETURN!

STUDIES IN EZRA-NEHEMIAH-ESTHER

Keynote Speakers
Alan Robertson
Gary Smith
Jim Martin
William Bower
David Young
Mike Tune
B. Chris Simpson

The Director of Counseling will lead efforts to launch the start-up
of Georgia AGAPE’s counseling program. He/she will handle the
management functions of the program, provide the counseling,
do public relations work, lead seminars, trainings and classes
and build the program by adding additional counselors over
time. The counseling program will include family counseling,
marriage counseling, child/parent counseling, post adoption
counseling, individual counseling and premarital counseling.
This is a full-time position with a competitive salary for an
individual who is a member of the Churches of Christ. A
master’s degree or doctoral degree (preferred) must be in
Clinical Psychology, Counseling Psychology, Social Work,
Professional Counseling, Marriage and Family Therapy or a
closely related field.

For more information, call Doug Mead,
Executive Director, at the AGAPE
offices, 770-452-9995 or email him at
Doug@GeorgiaAgape.org

Atlanta, Georgia

50th Anniversary
Fair Haven
Children’s Home
50 years of serving children

Houseparent Position

HARDING UNIVERSITY’S 91st
ANNUAL BIBLE LECTURESHIP
SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 1, 2014
WWW.HARDING.EDU/LECTURESHIP

The Albuquerque Christian
Children’s Home is all about the
children--loving them, helping
them heal and teaching them about
God’s love. We are looking for a
married couple who are
faithful members of the church of
Christ to come and work as
houseparents. Benefits included.
If you are interested, send your
cover letter of interest and
resume(s) addressed to our
Executive Director, Everett White.
Please send to the email address:
sroberson@acch4kids.org

www.acch4kids.org

1964-2014

October 11, 2014
11:00 a.m.to 3:00 p.m. on campus
3132 N. Fair Haven Loop
Strafford, MO 65757
We would like to personally invite all
those who have been a part of this
work to come and celebrate 50 years
with us. Or, if you have an interest in
this wonderful work, please come and
learn more about us at Fair Haven.
Please RSVP online at:
www.fairhavenchildrenshome.com
or call (417) 862-6675
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AGAPE: Adoption agency seeks to break the cycle of urban poverty
FROM PAGE 3

Executive Director David Jordan:
“We go into impoverished communities ... and ask them what they need.”
The nonprofit, he added, remains
rooted in three constants — love for
children, love for families and love for
Christ — as it seeks to “love thy city.”

ADOPTING ENTIRE communities

A half-century after its founding,
Agape has a staff of 60, about 1,600
volunteers and an annual budget of
$4.5 million — 82 percent spent on
services, said Jordan, an elder of the
Church of Christ at White Station in
Memphis.
Those services have changed —
especially in the past decade — as the
childcare system in
Tennessee has transformed, added Jordan,
who has worked
with the nonprofit for
nearly 20 years.
In the past, the
state focused on placing at-risk children
Jordan
in group homes and
ranches — orphanage-style institutions — or foster homes. Often, they
were separated from siblings and
disconnected from their culture.
About 10 years ago, 15,000 to
16,000 children were in the state’s
foster care system, he said. Now, the
number is roughly half that.
The change resulted, in part, from
a class-action lawsuit, Brian A. v.
Haslam, filed against the state in
2000. Child advocates claimed that
Tennessee’s child welfare system
was overburdened and mismanaged.
Since then, state agencies have
shifted much of their focus from
removing children from homes to
providing services that can help
their families.
However, “just because you built
it ... it doesn’t mean they will come,”
Jordan said, using the famous line
from the film “Field of Dreams”
to describe government and community programs. Those who need
these services sometimes aren’t
aware of how to access the system
— or are hesitant because of bad
past experiences.
“We are making sure they walk
through the door,” Jordan said.

JOHN R. IRBY

Brenda Crawford, 10, shows some of the work she and others are doing at a site-based summer program in the Raleigh/Frayser
neighborhood. Agape runs summer learning programs serving students in seven apartment complexes.

Connecting through powerlines

In Memphis, Agape serves communities including Whitehaven, Hickory
Hill and Raleigh/Frayser. All are
low-income, high-crime neighborhoods that contribute to the foster
care population and have a combined
population of more than 225,000.
In 2009, the nonprofit launched
its Powerlines Community Network
initiative. The program uses on-site
offices in the neighborhoods it serves
to build intentional relationships.
Like power lines, the initiative seeks
to connect people with
resources they need
— resources that can
help empower them
to break the cycle of
urban poverty. The
purpose “is to be a
catalyst for Christcentered services,
Pruitt
education and advocacy,” according to Agape’s website.
Workers with Agape host community cafes in the neighborhoods,
meeting residents and determining
what services they need. These
relationships drive the ministry, as
workers seek to help families build
strong, nurturing environments for
their children.
More than 100 other nonprofits
partner with Agape to provide medi-

cal, dental, counseling and mental
health services. Agape also helps
families find low-cost or free apartments, based upon severity of need,
and can serve 67 homeless families
at once through its partnerships with
the owners of apartment complexes.
Agape has received $1.5 million
in community funding to work with
schools in the communities they
serve. The nonprofit hosts afterschool programs that provide oneon-one tutoring in literacy and math,
said Brown, a Powerlines coordinator for Agape.
One such program
in the Raleigh/
Frayser neighborhood helps students
improve academically
— and encourages
them to stay in school,
said Clairketha Pruitt, Harbin
property manager
for the Ashton Hills Apartments, a
Powerlines location.
“We try to do different events
with the children — back-to-school
parties, end-of-school parties, everything to keep the children involved,”
Pruitt said. “We have groups come
in from Abilene, Texas, to do
Vacation Bible School with us.”
As a result, test scores are improving, said Jim Harbin, a site-based

coordinator for Agape. Out of 114
students served by the program,
61 have a 3.0 or better grade-point
average — compared to 13 when the
program began.
“What is unique about our model
is the connectors who are engaged
in the homes,” Harbin said. “They
get to know the families to help with
whatever is going on.”

HOT MEALS AND CHANGED LIVES

Vincent Joplin, an outreach
worker with Powerlines, has seen
lives change in the Whitehaven
community, where he serves.
Particularly touching is the story
of a 76-year-old man who struggles
to support his daughter and her
seven children. Often, the food provided through Agape’s after-school
program is the children’s dinner for
the night, Joplin said.
The children have participated in a
faith-based “discipleship camp” and
several of Powerlines’ evangelistic
activities, Joplin added. He remembers their grandfather once telling
him, “I love what you’re doing for
my grandkids.”
“God is truly allowing our efforts
to make an impact in the lives of the
under-resourced,” Joplin said.
ON THE WEB: agapemeanslove.org
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Full-Time Minister
The Richmond church of
Christ in Kentucky is looking
for a family/youth minister to
motivate, teach, and encourage
Christian development that
fosters unity among our youth
and families.

Learn more: www.richmondcc.org
Serious inquiries send email to:

familyminister@richmondcc.org
We would like to have a man in the
position by August 1, 2014.

The Kandiyohi
Church of Christ

PULPIT MINISTER POSITION
Ardmore, Oklahoma

The Maxwell Avenue Church of Christ in Ardmore, Okla., will soon be losing their pulpit
minister due to retirement. We are now inviting interested parties to submit their resumes. If
hired, the applicant may negotiate a starting date up to as late as June 2015, if needed.
MACC consists of 350 members and is growing. Evidence of such growth can be seen in our
church plant opening in the spring of 2015. We have a large youth and family program and are
involved with many community outreach projects. Small groups are in place, and a popular
fellowship meal happens every Wednesday evening.
All interested parties should send their resume and a video/audio example of at least 3
sermons to: Elders, 421 Maxwell Ave, Ardmore, Oklahoma 73401. Additional information
can be found on our website at merrickdrivechurch.org.

pulpit minister.

The parsonage is a 3 bed/2 bath brick house
with utilities paid except telephone.

Larry Nicholson (elder)
PO Box 5, Jerusalem, AR 72080
larry.kayenicholson@gmail.com
(501)669-2550

Full-Time Minister
Yucaipa Church of Christ
We are a medium-sized congregation
with an average Sunday morning
attendance of 120, looking to
hire a full-time minister who is a family
man and is evangelistically motivated.
We desire to hire a man who believes
in the restoration principle and that the
Bible is ultimate truth.
For additional information, please contact:
Jack Shupe at (909)797-1919 or
Dan Campbell at (909)224-6114

REMOTE TEACHERS NEEDED
Teachers with a heart to serve and
evangelize to communities in
Latin America are needed.
We are seeking teachers with some
experience in teaching: ESL, personal
finances, and other trades.
Interested teachers will not need to leave their
homes in the U.S. Teaching will be done using an
existing video conferencing network.

If you are interested, please send a message
with your contact information to:
torch2@roadrunner.com

Send resumes to:

Box 267
Kandiyohi MN 56251

Student and Family Minister

CHURCH OF CHRIST in Jerusalem,
Arkansas, is searching for a full-time
A married man, soundly dedicated to preaching
God’s Word and wanting to work with the
congregation and the community is desired.

a small, growing congregation in
central Minnesota, is
seeking a full-time minister.
Partial outside support needed.

The Church of Christ in Livonia, Mich.,
is a medium-size church seeking
a second minister to work with students
and families.

acu.edu

Graduate School of Theology

Dr. Ken Cukrowski, Dean • ACU Box 29400, Abilene, Texas 79699-9400
The Graduate School of Theology invites applications for a tenure-track position
in New Testament, beginning Fall 2015. Rank is open, depending on the candidate’s
experience and qualifications. The successful candidate should hold a terminal
degree (Ph.D. or Th.D.) in the field. The successful candidate also must demonstrate
competence in teaching and must possess a well-defined program of research as
evidenced by peer-reviewed publications and presentations. Additional information
about the Graduate School of Theology can be found at acu.edu/gst.
See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete descriptions
of these positions. In a letter to the appropriate dean or chair, applicants
should address their qualifications for the position. They should include in
the application a statement of how faith informs their teaching; a discussion of
their spiritual journey; a curriculum vita; transcripts of all undergraduate and
graduate work; and names, addresses and phone numbers of five references.
Review of applicants will begin immediately and continue until the position is
filled. Nominations of and applications from qualified women and minorities
are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ. All
applicants must be professing Christians and be active, faithful members of a
congregation of the Churches of Christ and deeply committed to service in
Christian higher education. The mission of ACU is to educate students for
Christian service and leadership throughout the world. ACU does not
unlawfully discriminate in employment opportunities.
140388-0914

P O Box 2070
Cullman, Alabama 35056
256-734-6720

Salary will be in line with experience,
and benefits will be provided.
Please send a resume with three references
and a sermon (audio or video) to:

Larry Stephens
stephenskenya@juno.com
www.livoniachurch.net

The church of Christ in Wheeler,
Texas, is searching for a pulpit minister.
Our preference is a married man with
some experience as a full-time preacher,
with a Biblical degree and a deep
knowledge of the Scriptures. Our 125member congregation is diverse in background and age, we have 3 elders and we
have many young families who will be a
major focus of our mutual efforts.
See online classified for more details.
Please contact:

Stacy McCasland
(806) 886-4000
mccas@me.com

Minister
Wanted
Minister Wanted
J.wright@childhaven.com

House Parents Needed! Seeking couple of great faith with love for teens to serve
14—18 year youth. Childhaven provides excellent salary and benefits, and hires
both husband and wife full time. Become a part of an outstanding and supportive
team! For more information, contact Executive Director, Dr. Jim Wright, at phone
or email address above. To learn more, visit www.childhaven.com!

The Ypsilanti church of Christ,
located in Ypsilanti, Mich.,is seeking to fill
our vacant minister position; this includes
pulpit, class and evangelistic duties. We
are a diverse congregation with a current
average Sunday a.m. attendance of 130.
If you desire to be considered for this
position, please submit your resume with
three sermons (audio and/or video) to:

ypsicofc@ gmail.com

For further information contact:

Bob Bowen (elder) at (734) 482-6213.
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Natalie Yeats takes notes during a daily
reading of the Gospel of Luke.
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Roberto Quintanilla, a missionary in Australia, hugs Nathan Leatigaga, an Australian
college student and rugby player, after Leatigaga’s baptism.
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Australian minister Frank Cunningham
reads from his Bible during the campaign.

A ‘selfie’ from Down Under
A MISSION TO AUSTRALIA to encourage Christians and make connections instills a desire ‘to respond to God’s calling’
fellowship and worship.
I began to realize that my family doesn’t
CAMPBELLTOWN, Australia
exist just in Oklahoma or my home state,
ission work in Australia can be Kansas, but all over the world.
a slow process. It starts with
While we were from opposite sides of
connection — simply talking
the planet, lived in a different culture —
to people and beginning a
and at times it seemed as if we spoke
friendship.
different languages —
I was one of six
we had one common
students from
thread tying us all
Oklahoma Christian
together: Christ.
University in Oklahoma
While I set out
City to spend a
with the goal of
month in this Sydney
encouraging them,
suburb, working to
they greatly encourmake those connecaged me. The people
tions with as many
of Australia are my
people — Christian
family.
and non-Christian — as Kelcy Nash feeds a young kangaroo at
The experience
we could. Kent and
Featherdale Wildlife Park.
instilled a desire in
Nancy Hartman, former
me to respond to
missionaries to Australia, led our group.
God’s calling for my life — whether it be
I was amazed at how easy it was to
in Australia, America or anywhere else
become close with someone quickly.
in the world — and share our greatest
The friendships we made grew fast and
connection of all, Christ’s love.
strong.
We visited several Churches of Christ
KELCY NASH is advertising assistant for The Christian
in the Sydney area, sharing in food,
Chronicle and a senior at Oklahoma Christian University.
STORY, PHOTOS BY KELCY NASH | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

M

Kelcy Nash takes a “selfie” with several students — from Australia and the
U.S. — during a youth and young adults weekend retreat sponsored by
the Southwest Church of Christ in Campbelltown, Australia.
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PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Harry Hames and a group of Haitian children watch eagerly as workers with Healing
Hands International drill a new water well in a rural community near Port-au-Prince.

During a visit to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 2011 — one year after the devastating earthquake — Harry Hames walks with a group of children at an orphanage.

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

‘I’m getting more than I give’
Church deacon harry hames, who thought he was retired, finds a surprising new calling in Haiti
BY KAY CAMPBELL | AL.COM

H

DECATUR, Ala.
arry Hames, a mild-mannered
Church of Christ deacon and
retired medical equipment
company executive, didn’t
mean to — not really — get involved
in Haiti.
He certainly never expected that
his first trip — about a week after
the 2010 earthquake that devastated
the already impoverished country —
would become an ongoing series of
work visits to the country.
“I was semi-retired, and something
about the news from Haiti made me
wonder if our company couldn’t help,”
said Hames. “A week later, I flew to

Port-au-Prince with a planeload of
medical equipment.”
Hames had pictured flying in with
the equipment, delivering it and
returning home with the good feeling
of knowing people had been helped.
Long active in mission and service
projects of the Beltline Church of
Christ in Decatur, Hames never
suspected that trip would be the first
in a life-changing adventure that now
keeps him in Haiti about half of most
months. He works in Haiti through
Healing Hands International, an
aid organization headquartered in
Nashville, Tenn., and through his
fundraising program, Harry’s Kids.
“There are amazing stories — God
stories — that happened that totally

changed me as a person,” Hames said.
One of the most memorable, and
one that led to his enduring friendship with the Haitian President
Michel Martelly and his wife,
Sophia, began in a temporary

healing hands international

Harry Hames presents Haiti’s First Lady
Sophia Martelly with an automated
external defibrillator, or AED, in 2012.

government building near the
remains of the destroyed presidential palace. There, a cargo load of
hospital beds Hames had brought
was stopped with customs and
airport bureaucracy. As Hames and a
friend were discussing the delay, an
elegant woman stepped closer.
“May I join the conversation?”
asked the lady — as it turned out, the
assistant to the country’s First Lady,
Sophia Martelly. “You have hospital
beds? This Friday, we are opening a
hospital, and we have no beds.”

GIFT OF A CHILD

Hames tells the story with the
matter-of-fact voice a treasurer
would use to give a budget report.

Empty water bottles in hand, a child runs near the site of a well-drilling operation
by Healing Hands International near Port-au-Prince, Haiti, in 2011. The churchsupported nonprofit has drilled wells across Haiti since the 2010 earthquake.

Jean T. Elmera, minister for the Delmas 28 Church of Christ in Port-au-Prince, presents
Harry Hames with an award recognizing Healing Hands International in 2011. The earthquake destroyed the church’s building, which was in the process of reconstruction.

But there’s one story that gets him
every time he thinks about it. He was
working at a food distribution center,
serving people who stood in line all
day. Then the food ran out. Hames
looked up and saw the face of a man
who was just realizing that the food
was gone. The man told Hames that
he hadn’t eaten in three days.
“This won’t do,” Hames said to
himself, and he began digging in his
backpack for his own snack bars and
a can of Vienna sausages.
He followed after the man, who
was holding a child by the hand, and
offered what he had.
“The man, without a word, put the
hand of the child in mine,” Hames
said. “I didn’t know what he was
doing – I thought maybe he wanted

110 wells, four schools, two hospitals
and an orphanage for 300 children.
He also has helped set up a cement
block factory — with tougher standards for the blocks than many of
those made in Haiti — and a sewing
shop to make school uniforms. The
businesses provide badly needed
income for men and women.
Schools and churches in Decatur
and north Alabama have heard
about his mission. Groups and individuals have begun drives to collect
funds, shoes, toys, new clothing
and books for him to take when he
travels to Haiti. Others sign up as a
sponsor for a child.
Sidelined since March as he
recovers from open-heart surgery,
Hames said he can’t wait to return

me to take his picture or something.”
No, the translator told him. Both of
the child’s parents had been killed in
the earthquake. The man was giving
Hames the child so that the child
would have enough to eat.
“I was still trying to separate
myself from the situation and not get
emotional,” said Hames, who had
to push at his eyes to keep the tears
from leaking. “But that did it. We
found a place for the child.”

Harry’s Kids

Since then Hames has found a place
for hundreds of children — through
Healing Hands and Harry’s Kids,
overseen by the Beltline church.
The work of Hames and Healing
Hands International has resulted in

to Haiti. He loves arriving at the
orphanage and schools, where the
kids pour out to greet him with
smiles and hugs.
“My mother taught me, we can
always give back, we can always
help,” Hames said, relating how
he’d watch his mother parcel out
everything she had — $5 bills and
change — so that Hames and his
two brothers each had an offering to
take to church before she’d take the
remainder to the grocery store.
“In my four years there,” he said,
“I’m getting more than I give.”
KAY CAMPBELL reports on faith and religion for
Alabama Media group AL.com. This report is reprinted
with permission. For more information on Healing
Hands International, see hhi.org.
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BOBBY MOORE

Showing love for children and the Texas Rangers

Children join a Christian Relief Fund mission team in showing their affection for the
Texas Rangers baseball team. The photo was featured in the Rangers’ game programs
during August, said Bobby Moore, a Texas resident and Christian Relief Fund vice
president. The Christian Relief Fund, which is associated wtih Churches of Christ, works
with more than 800 children in Honduras and sponsors over 7,000 around the world.

Manatawny retreat draws 120
DOUGLASSVILLE, Pa. — More than 120
church members attended the annual
men’s retreat at Camp Manatawny.
The Pitman Road Church of Christ
in Sewell, N.J., coordinated the
retreat, which featured guest speaker
John Cooper of Grand Junction, Colo.
Hurricane Sandy survivors Bob and
Pamela Vazquez shared their story in
a presentation titled “Praising Him in
the Storm.”
“They had never attended church
before, but because of their lifethreatening experience in riding
out the storm, and because of Carl

DAN COOPER

Christian women serve Desmond Morris
and his son, Nigel, during the retreat.
Williamson and the Gateway Church
of Christ, they became believers,”
Pitman minister Dan Cooper said.

Ready to worship at Red River encampment
RED RIVER, N.M. — Imagine a tent the
size of a football field erected in the
middle of town.
That’s the scene as hundreds of
Christians converge on northern
New Mexico for the Red River
Family Encampment.
The recent 28th annual encampment drew a standing-room-only
crowd of 1,500 to the Sunday

morning tent assembly, said
Elise Haley, a member of the
Cuba Avenue Church of Christ in
Alamogordo, N.M.
“There were programs for the
children, teens and college-age and
a wide variety of classes for the
adults,” Haley said.
For more information, visit the
RRFE website at www.rrfe.org.
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Newsmakers
AWARDED: Jennifer Goen-Runnels,
director of nursing for Christian
Care Centers Inc.’s Mesquite Campus
Health Care Center, 2014 Southwest
Region Nurse Administrator of the
Year by The National Association
Directors of Nursing Administrators
in Long Term Care.

NEW ELDERS: Ken Hovatter, Fort
Walton Beach Church of Christ,
Florida. Brent Easdon, Donnie
Edwards, Randy Mayfield, Kern
Porter, and Ray Triplett, Westhill
Church of Christ, Cleburne, Texas.
ANNIVERSARIES: 75th: Charley
and Evelyn Leak, Stillwater, Okla.,
previously of Pratt, Kan. 67th: Chuck
and Ruth Cromwell, Lubbock, Texas.
59th: Bryan and Carolyn Teagle,
Missoula, Mont. 50th: Lehman and
Robyn Hall, Nashville, Tenn. Bob and
Judy Ross, Haslet, Texas.
BIRTHDAYS: 102nd: Anna Turner,
Seminole, Texas. 100th: Bertha
Holder, North Bend, Ore. Elmo
Snelling, Edmonson, Texas.
99th: Larue Ashley, Frankston, Texas.
95th: Dina Mitchell, Frankston, Texas.
91st: Doretha Fitzhugh, Houston,
Texas. 89th: Chuck Cromwell,
Lubbock, Texas. 88th: Ruth
Cromwell, Lubbock, Texas. Richard N.
Taylor Sr., Florence, Ala.
PASSAGES: Charles Kenneth
Hoover, 77, June 30, Emmitsburg,
Md.

$3.45

G56563

Coming This Fall

$12.99

NAMED: Charles G.
Morris, vice president of external
relations for Ohio
Valley University in
Vienna, W.Va. Chad
Porter, athletic
Morris
director for Ohio
Valley University.
Ruth Ann Rigby,
director of business development
for Capstone
Treatment Center,
in Judsonia, Ark.
Rory Waide, chief
financial officer
Rigby
and vice president
of financial Affairs for Lubbock
Christian University in Texas.

Since 1855, Gospel Advocate’s goal has always been to serve God and
His people and to further the growth of the church. Times may have
changed, but our aims haven’t. Use Companion’s easy year-long study
with Foundation’s quarterly focus to help your Bible class grow. New
for fall: Foundations has new larger type to make it easier for your class
to read. Companion provides great tools for teachers and gives another
perspective on the same topics found in Foundations.

For more information, or to order:
1-800-251-8446 I www.gospeladvocate.com
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Milestones
Appreciation
Susie Rowe
Dearest Mother,
Thank you for adopting me at age
2 months. I don’t know how my life
would have turned out if you and Daddy
hadn’t found me through the church.
Thank you for recognizing when I
was 3 years old that I was going to be
a singer. You sacrificed your time and
money to give me ballet, voice, piano
and drama lessons. You were always
there for me. You professionally made
all my costumes. You attended all my
rehearsals and cheered me on, but most
of all, you pointed me toward Jesus.
Your unwaivering faith has been an
inspiration to me and others. Everyone
loves Susie Rowe. You treat everyone
the same. You are our best friend. I have
been blessed to have you as my loving
mother, and I want you and all the world
to know it!
I love you, my dearest mother!
From your loving and
grateful daughter,
Debbie

Memorials
Philip Dean Bingham
Philip Dean Bingham was born March
14, 1940. Dean married his childhood sweetheart, Linda Pope, and they
attended Abilene
Christian College
in 1958.
He completed
his undergraduate
degree at the
University of
Texas at Austin
and his Masters
in Education from
Sam Houston
State University. Dean was serving as
a high school math and science teacher
in Houston when he answered the call
to serve the Kingdom as a teacher, principal and superintendent at Boles Home,

SEPTEMBER 2014

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

Fort Worth Christian School and Shreve
Christian School over the next two
decades. He then joined the National
Federation of Independent Business
and earned recognition for years as a
top producer. Dean returned to teaching
sixth-grade science in Gainesville,
Texas, before retirement.
Dean served as a deacon of the Boles
Home Church of Christ and as an elder
of the College Hill Church of Christ in
Forth Worth, Texas; the Huntington Park
Church of Christ in Shreveport, La.; and
the Singing Oaks Church of Christ in
Denton, Texas.
He is survived by his wife, three children, and nine grandchildren. Dean left
his earthly cloak to be with his Lord
July 6, 2014, surrounded at home by
his family. Memorial gifts may be made
to Oklahoma Christian University or to
Boles Home for Children.

Carl White Walker
Carl White Walker, 81, of Quitman,
Ga., died Tuesday, March 4, 2014, at
South Georgia Medical Center after a
long illness. He was born May 9, 1932,
in Murfreesboro, Tenn., to the late
John Walker and the late Susie Mae
Spence Walker. Mr. Walker retired as
President of Georgia Christian School
after serving there 20 years. He was the
minister and an elder of the Quitman
Church of Christ since 1973 and an
Air Force veteran. He made nearly 20
mission trips to the Philippines after age
70. Mr. Walker is survived by his wife,
Martha Copeland Walker of Quitman;
a son, Don (Jamie) Walker of Trenton,
Ga.; two daughters, Ginny (Kenny)
Holton of Dasher, Ga.; and Karen
Sloan of Quitman; also Ervin Sloan
of Quitman; 10 grandchildren: Laurie
Walker (Matt) Morris of Montgomery,
Ala.; Louise Walker (Dustin) Jones of
Montgomery; Leigh Walker (Nathan)
Woodring of Montgomery; Nathan
(Molly) Holton of Decatur, Ga.;
Landon Holton of Tallahassee, Fla.;
Jordan (Tiffany) Holton of Smyrna,
Tenn.; Jessica Holton of Dasher;
Walker (Elizabeth) Sloan of Jingzhou,

China; Kristen Sloan of Montgomery;
and Samantha Sloan of Montgomery;
three great-grandchildren: Ellie Jones
of Montgomery; Ethan Jones of
Montgomery; and Sophia Holton of
Smyrna, Tenn. He has one sister, Mary
Ruth Dyer of Tonto Basin, Ariz. He
was preceded in death by two brothers,
William Walker and Thomas Walker,
and one sister, Frances Kay.

Kyle Andrew Nash
Kyle Andrew Nash, of Wichita, Kan.,
left this world on June 19, 2014, just
before his 27th birthday. He was born
June 28, 1987. His funeral was June
23 at Northside Church of Christ in
Wichita.
His mother, Frances, wrote this letter
that was read at the service: “My deep
regret is that for
many of us, the
struggles Kyle dealt
with the last several
years had overshadowed the delightful,
quick-witted,
charming, protective, caring soul that
many of us knew
and loved so much.
“We will choose to remember that little
boy and young man. Kyle left us much
too soon. But we rejoice, for Kyle has
truly been released from the shackles of
this life. He’s been set free and is safely
cradled in the arms of Jesus.
“So, of course, we weep for the loss
of our beloved Kyle, but we also rejoice
with each other, for Kyle is home. Kyle
is HOME.”
Those left behind to cherish his
memory are his parents, Kevin and
Frances Nash, and three sisters —
Kelly, Kelcy and Kacy.

Memorial Gift
The Chronicle appreciates and
acknowledges a thoughtful gift donated
in memory of C.P. “Chuck” McFarland,
a longtime shepherd of the Oakcrest
Church of Christ, Oklahoma City.

Entries should be submitted to milestones@christianchronicle.org or call (405) 425-5070.
Rates and guidelines are available upon request (credit card preferred).

July 30-August 3 Gospel
Meeting. Oklahoma Christian
Academy, Edmond, Okla. www.
ocacademy.org/gospelmeeting
Aug. 1-2 31st Annual American
Indian Missions Seminar. Church of
Christ in Gallup, N.M. (505) 722-2937
www.gallupchurchof christ.com.
Aug. 1-3 100th Anniversary.
Church of Christ, Tabernacle, N.J.
(609) 268-0576, www.weplant
andwater.org
Aug. 2 Back to School Bash.
Columbia, Tenn. (615)-427-0982
Aug. 3-6 150th Anniversary
Celebration. Bethel Church of
Christ, Dunlap, Tenn. (423) 554-4431
Aug. 6-10 Pepperdine Family
Camp. Malibu, Calif. (310) 506-6602
Aug. 8-9 National Meeting of
Hispanic Preachers and Leaders.
Northside Church of Christ,
Benton, Ark. www.XIIreunion
nacionaldepredicadores.com.
Aug. 8-10 Sold Out Youth Rally.
“Against the Flow.” Surprise, Ariz.
www.soldoutyouthrally.com
Aug. 9-10 70th Anniversary.
Highland View Church of Christ,
Oak Ridge, Tenn. (865) 483-7471,
www.highlandviewchurch.org
Aug. 16-17 20th Annual Backto-School Bash. Garden City, Kan.
www.gcchurchofchrist.com
Aug. 22-28 Polishing the
Pulpit. Sevierville Events Center,
Tennessee. (877) 338-3397, www.
polishingthepulpit.com
Aug. 23 Solution for Adult
Caregivers Expo. Douglasville, Ga.
www.douglasvillechurchofchrist.com
Aug. 23-24 50th Anniversary.
Church of Christ in Marquette,
Mich. (906) 250-2968, yooperman@
charter.net
Aug. 28 -31 Acappella
Worship Leaders & Choral Music
Conference. “I am Worship.”
Rose City Community Church of
Christ, North Little Rock, Ark. (501)
945-2277, awlcmc@att.net
Sept. 18-21 Bear Valley
Lectures. Bear Valley Church of
Christ, Denver. (303) 986-5800,
www.wetrainpreachers.com
Sept. 18-21 M2Y (Ministering 2
Youth) Conference. Orlando, Fla.
www.m2yconference.com
Sept. 28-Oct. 1 Harding
University Bible Lectureship.
Searcy, Ark. (501) 279-5123, www.
harding.edu/lectureship
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org
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editorial

A church of resident aliens

T

his is not the Promised Land. This is Egypt.
As we launch a new series, “One Nación Under
God,” we pray for wisdom and input from you, faithful
readers. We want to explore the varied faces of Hispanic
ministry in the U.S. — in a way that honors God.
As our deadline approached, the border crisis made
headlines and flared tempers. It’s a heated, potentially
divisive issue for Anglo and Latino Christians.
Where do we draw the line between compassion and
respect for the laws of the land? How can we bridge the
cultural divide in the midst of such contentious issues?
Dan Rodriguez, a minister and professor of Hispanic
studies, gave us a starting place for understanding
when he spoke
at a multilingual
Sunday service in
Nashville, Tenn.
Latin Americans
Reaching Hispanics in the U.S.
who come to the
U.S. don’t seek the Promised Land, he said. Their situation is similar to that of the sons of Jacob in Genesis
42 — who leave the land of Canaan during a famine,
hoping to find food in Egypt.
There they find the brother they sold into slavery,
Joseph, and a new place to live.
But they long for the land they left behind.
Many Latin American immigrants feel the same way,
Rodriguez said. To know Christian unity, we must
realize — all of us — that this world is not our home.
Rather than defining ourselves by our nationality
(American Christian, Hispanic Christian), we should
strive to be good resident aliens as we wait, together,
for our Father to call us home.
“I’m proud to be an American,” Rodriguez said. “I
have an American passport. But after I die, it is not
going to help me.”
As we pursue Christian unity in our increasingly
diverse nation, may we all remember where our true
citizenship lies.
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www.christianchronicle.org

Phone: (405) 425-5070; Fax (405) 425-5076
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stevetaliaferro.blogspot.com

Children in Croatia learn about Christ at the 2014 Champs camp, a Bible-based youth retreat.

‘The seeds he planted are not dying’
“You don’t know how much longer you will
have me around.”
And once, when he was driving me in his
car, he told me I have to take more responsibilities in church ministry. I joked that it is
he preacher for my church, Mladen
comfortable to be in his shadow.
Jovanovic, passed away suddenly
Then he said, “But, the sun is
Sept. 13, 2013.
In the Word shining more and more.”
His death caught all of us
Today, I can see that the seeds he
unguarded. All of us who knew him
planted are not dying in vain. A new
never suspected something like this
generation in our church is taking
might happen.
over ministry and continues to grow.
But it did.
I, and so many others in our church,
Being associate minister for the
were so blessed by his love and
church, heaviness fell on my shoulministry. He shared his love for the
ders. After Mladen’s death, I realized
Lord with everyone he met.
how much we all relied on him in
Mislav Ilic
Now we have to grow in Christ —
ministry and church life.
not relying on men.
Just days before Mladen’s death, I was
making plans for ministry. All these plans
Mislav Ilic is minister for the Kuslanova Street Church of
were based on the assumption that he was
Christ in Zagreb, Croatia. He has a degree in engineering and
going to be near, providing support with
has studied theology at the Bible Institute in Zagreb. He and his
counsel and wisdom. I remember him saying, wife, Snjezana, have two children.
“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces
many seeds.”
— John 12:24
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It’s simple
with the new WBS.
Students are waiting now.
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Mission trips and bathroom breaks:
Homeschool grad recalls the pluses

W

hy homeschool? It’s a question
Does that mean completely
Cindy Colley gets a lot.
unprepared for the “real world?” Nope.
The author and motivational
As a homeschooler, it was easier
speaker — whose husband, Glenn,
to maintain a pure heart and mind
is a minister and elder of the West
by being able to, for the most part,
Huntsville Church of Christ
choose the people with
in Alabama — taught both of
whom I shared my time and
Views
their children at home.
conversation.
Here, their daughter,
• Everything is school.
Hannah Giselbach, notes
In home school, you really
some advantages she expedo get credit for everything —
rienced as a homeschooled
from quizzing each other to
youth. These also are the
study for Bible bowl, to going
reasons why Giselbach plans
to a petting zoo, to swimto homeschool her own son,
ming in Granddaddy’s pool,
due in September.
Hannah Giselbach
to babysitting, to learning to
• Flexibility. Dad was
drive with Dad, to cooking
a preacher, so if he was ever travdinner for the family.
eling to preach at a seminar, we
Yes, we did algebra and trigocould pack up our textbooks and
nometry — and I asked the quesgo with him. This meant staying in
tion, “When am I ever going to use
hotels and all kinds of sight-seeing.
this?” But much of the time in our
Luckily, I’m not one to get carsick,
school, the question was unnecessary
so 10 hours in a car meant getting
because we already knew the answer.
two or three days of schoolwork
• Family. To this day, I don’t
done, opening up time for myself to
know an immediate family closer
just enjoy doing whatever the trip
than my own. We know each other
had in store for us.
better than anyone else on the
• Foreign missions. I’ve been
planet and, despite that, love each
blessed to be able to do mission
other unconditionally.
work in New Zealand, Jamaica,
My parents are two of my very
Columbia, Argentina and Ukraine.
best friends. I’m not sure it would
Each of those trips happened while
have turned out that way had it not
other kids my age were in school.
been for homeschooling.
That’s the beauty of home
• Individuality. In homeschool,
schooling. As long as it gets done,
I was never just a number among
you can complete the work at any
many. I never felt lost in a crowd.
time, not necessarily from 8 a.m. to
I was free to be whatever and
3 p.m. every weekday.
whoever I wanted to be. You should
• Academic strength. One of the
have seen some of my feather
first things I thought when I got to
shirts, sparkly ribbon hair bows,
college was that the work was rather
and platform shoes. No shame.)
simple compared to the work I was
Oh, and I was free to use the bathaccustomed to in high school.
room without asking permission.
Homeschooling meant we could
There’s not a single part of me
study at my pace while ever chalthat wishes my parents hadn’t make
lenging me to stretch myself. I
the decision they did on that fateful
never had to wait for anyone else to
day when they considered homecatch up before I could move on to
schooling us. I am what I am today
bigger and better things.
because of that choice.
And I never had to feel stupid if I
Warts and all, I’m OK with that.
was a tad behind.
• Pajamas. You knew it was
HANNAH GISELBACH and her family recently
coming. I could wear them all day
moved to Montgomery, Ala., where her husband,
long if I wanted to.
Ben, will preach and work for Lads to Leaders. This
• Shelter. It’s that word we’re so
Views piece is excerpted from the book “Cindy
afraid of, and I’m not sure why. I will
Colley on Homeschooling: 77 Things You Need to
be the first to tell you, I was sheltered. Know,” available at www.thecolleyhouse.org.
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to homeschool your children? What
results have you seen? Were you
homeschooled? If so, what were your
experiences? Whether you’re a teacher
or a student, how has homeschooling
impacted your faith?
Send your stories to us at
letters@christianchronicle.org
Following is a list of companies and
ministries that serve homeschools and
responded to The Christian Chronicle’s
request for resources.
If you don’t see your company,
ministry or nonprofit listed here, contact
advertising assistant Kelcy Nash at
kelcy.nash@christianchronicle.org.

W

Story told by: Glenn Colley

The greatest story ever told that changed the world
and our eternal destiny forever. This story of life,
love, compassion and sacrifice but also of evil,
betrayal and treachery is told by Glenn Colley in a
story-telling format.

Available in the following formats:

Apologetics Press

Resources related to reason, revelation,
discovery, Bible contradiction and topics
that challenge faith.
www.apologeticspress.org

DVD

MP3 CD

Two great new programs now available from:
World Video Bible School®
www.wvbs.org
Phone: (512) 398-5211
Email: biblestudy@wvbs.org

Bible curriculum for churches, homeschools,
family Bible studies.
www.biblestudyguide.com

Biblical Reproductions

Faith Christian Ministries

MP3 Download

www.KillingOfJesus.com

Bible Study Guide

Authorized Reproductions from the Holy Land.
www.biblicalreproductions.com

Audio CD

NE
W

It’s back-to-school time. Across the
U.S., children soon will pack their bags
and leave their homes for the classroom.
For an increasing number of
Americans, however, home is the classroom. Nearly 1.8 million children in the
U.S. are homeschooled, according to
the Department of Education’s National
Center for Education Statistics. That’s
about 3.4 percent of the school-age
population — and more than double the
number in the center’s 1999 report.
About 91 percent of parents surveyed
by the center said that “concern about
the environment of other schools”
factored into their decision to homeschool. Other factors included:
• A desire to provide moral instruction (77 percent).
• A dissatisfaction with academic
instruction at other schools (74 percent).
• A desire to provide religious
instruction (64 percent).
• A desire to provide a nontraditional
approach to their child’s education (44
percent).
We want to hear your homeschooling stories. Why did you choose

NE

Resources for faith-based
homeschooling

Support for homeschooling families.
www.faithchristianmin.org

Grapevine Studies

Stick-figuring through the Bible.
www.grapevinestudies.com

Pryor Convictions Media

Faith-building products for the family.
pryorconvictions.com

Shelby Kennedy Foundation
AMBER BRAMLETT

Sage and Kirkley Bramlett use their
kitchen in Anchorage, Alaska, as a science
lab, learning about the effects of different
kinds of acids. Their parents, Aric and
Amber Bramlett, homeschool the girls
and their brothers, Isaac and Noah.

A nonprofit organization with a mission
to strengthen Christian families.
www.shelbykennedy.org

World Video Bible School

Serving the church with non-denominational
Bible study materials on DVD, CD, MP3,
online, books and more.
www.wvbs.org

In Focus is a special advertising section of The Christian Chronicle. Views expressed on the websites above or in advertisements
do not necessarily represent the views of or constitute endorsement by the Chronicle. (See our advertising policy on Page 29.)
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HOW LIFE SURVIVED THE MOST
CATASTROPHIC EVENT IN HISTORY
In order to distinguish the truth about Noah’s Ark, and to clear
the fog-of-confusion, Branyon May (Ph.D.) plainly addresses the
facts and clearly demonstrates “The Reality of Noah’s Ark” with
stunning visuals and concrete examples to strengthen your faith.

www.THEREALITYOFNOAHSARK.com
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Willard’s final work is a joyous, inspirational mess

D

allas Willard was perhaps
(four by Willard, three by Ortberg),
the single most important
a question-and-answer session with
Protestant voice of the past
Ortberg asking questions of Willard,
quarter-century in the area of
and a discussion guide, which is
spiritual formation.
intended to be used with the actual
His death last year brought to
videos of the presentations (which I
mind his enormous influence
have not reviewed).
on today’s ministers: His
In Print
So, what of this book?
magisterial “The Spirit of the
Let’s get this out of the
Disciplines” (1988) is still the
way early. The book is a
best book on the theology
mess that is in desperate
of spiritual transformation.
need of deeper editing. In
“Renovation of the Heart”
simply transcribing the
and “The Divine Conspiracy,”
speeches, some sentences
from a decade later, are briljust do not make sense, even
liant and deep meditations on
after several readings. There
discipleship in the school of
Randy Harris
is no tight flow of ideas that
Christ-likeness.
you would expect out of wellAn earlier book on discernment,
written essays, but then these are
“In Search of Guidance” (1984, reisnot essays — they are speeches and
sued in 2012 as “Hearing God”) and
question-and-answer sessions.
a later one on spiritual knowledge,
I have little doubt that some readers
“Knowing Christ Today” (2008)
who have read Willard’s others books
form a five five-book corpus that
will be howling in frustration at times
secures Willard’s place as a seminal
trying to follow this one.
Christian thinker.
And yet ...
His last book, “Living in Christ’s
What if I told you I really like the
Presence: Final Words on
book? Indeed, as I looked past the
Heaven and the Kingdom of
flawed presentation and listened careGod,” published posthumously,
fully, I could hear this old Christian
serves as a kind of valedictory. All
sage in his distinct voice, saying
of the ideas presented here can be
all the things that have been most
found in Willard’s other works.
important to him as he nears death.
The book basically is the tranSo, what are those things he had
scriptions of a conference from
to say, as we lean in to listen to his
2013 where Willard and California
final words?
minister and author John Ortberg
First, it is possible to have knowlgave presentations. Each of the seven edge of Christ. That’s right —
chapters consists of the lectures
not just faith, but knowledge. For

H H H H H
Dallas Willard. Living in Christ’s
Presence. Downers Grove, Ill.:
InterVarsity Press, 2014. 191 pages. $20.
Willard, this is not so much classical apologetics as much as it is the
knowledge that comes from actually
following Jesus. We learn the truth
by doing what Jesus teaches us.
Second, Christian formation is not
behavior modification, but the transformation of all of our parts (mind,
body, will, emotions and desires) by
God’s gracious actions. Only God
can remake our deepest desires.
Part of this remaking requires us
to ask ourselves the question “What
is bothering you?” and then answer

it honestly. Only when we identify our deepest brokenness can we
identify which spiritual disciplines
might make the space for God’s
re-creative power, Willard says.
This work of spiritual formation must be done in community,
Willard says. The whole Trinitarian
doctrine of God is about self-giving
to the other. Divisions in the body of
Christ are an affront to Trinitarian
life as is selfishness of every kind,
according to Willard.
This leads to one of the central
contentions of Willard’s life work
— that right theology is always
secondary to discipleship.
There are things with which I
might want to take issue in Willard’s
ideas: the relationship between
knowledge and faith and to what
degree knowledge is possible.
However, I am still moved by
Willard’s passionate plea to come to
know God by actually following Jesus.
When I finished the book, I experienced a joy as deep and wide as
the love of God in Christ. How many
books can you say that about?
Thanks, Dallas Willard, for a life
well lived.
RANDY HARRIS is Spiritual Director of the College
of Biblical Studies at Abilene Christian University in
Texas and teaches in the department of Bible, Missions
and Ministry. He is a senior fellow at the Institute
of Christian Spirituality at Lipscomb University in
Nashville, Tenn., and certified as a Spiritual Director by
the Shalem Institute.

NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
FOR MINISTERS

Cornelius Plantinga Jr.
Reading for Preaching:
The Preacher in
Conversation
with Storytellers,
Biographers, Poets,
and Journalists.
Nashville, Tenn.: B&H
Publishing Group, 2013. 136 pages. $14.
Using examples from “Les
Miserables” to “The Kite Runner,”
Plantinga, president emeritus
of Calvin Theological Seminary,
encourages preachers to seek wisdom beyond Bible commentaries.

ON SUFFERING

GLOBAL ISSUES

Jennifer Rothschild.
God is Just Not Fair:
Finding Hope When
Life Doesn’t Make
Sense. Grand Rapids,
Mich.: Zondervan, 2014.
240 pages. $15.99.

Scott Todd. Hope
Rising: How Christians
Can End Extreme
Poverty in This
Generation. Nashville,
Tenn.: Nelson Books,
2014. 224 pages. $15.99.

Divided into the six big questions
she says everyone asks God when
life is tough, Rothschild shares her
journey through depression, along
with Scripture and advice such as
“Trust God more than your feelings.”
The popular author and speaker has
been blind since her teen years.

Todd, of Compassion International,
contends that the connectedness of
modern society makes ending preventable deaths (such as those caused
by hunger) a possibility. Poverty is
becoming less prevalent worldwide,
he writes, and Christians must join
the movement to end it entirely.

FICTION

Tosca Lee. The Legend
of Sheba: Rise of a
Queen. Nashville,
Tenn.: Howard Books,
2014. 336 pages.
$23.99.
Lee, an author of
biblical fiction whose previous books
imagined the lives of Eve and Judas
Iscariot, explores the perspective of
the queen of Sheba. Known for her
meticulous historical research, Lee
brings ancient Arabia to life in a firstperson narrative that has elements
of romance and political intrigue.
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A Special Invitation To:
A L U M N I

of
The Christian Communication Program (CCP)
The Harding School of Biblical Studies (HSBS)
The Center for Advanced Ministry Training (CAMT)
and
The Master of Ministry Degree Program (MMIN)

HOUSEPARENTS NEEDED
The Tipton Children’s Home

is accepting applications for Christian couples
to serve as houseparents.

Join us for the 40th anniversary celebration of the CCP, HSBS and CAMT
programs and the 10th anniversary celebration of the MMIN program in
conjunction with the annual Harding Lectureship.

Benefits include: Family health and dental
insurance, housing, transportation, food and
retirement plan participation.

Tuesday, Sept. 30, 2014, 4:30 p.m.
College Church of Christ Family Life Center

For more information, please contact:

The complimentary dinner and program are part of the annual Harding University
Lectureship. We will recognize the impact of 40 years of training servants to teach
and preach the gospel, as well as preparing students for missions in inner cities and
foreign fields. Former students and faculty are encouraged to join us. Tickets are free
but required for admission. Please R.S.V.P. to awarren3@harding.edu with the names
and number of your party. You will receive confirmation, and your tickets will be held
for pickup at Lectureship Central.

Joe Waugh
(580) 667-5221 (office)
(580) 335-6442 (cell)
jbwaugh@yahoo.com

“Help us help children”

P. O. Box 370
Tipton, Oklahoma 73570

HARDING UNIVERSITY

Just Imagine...
...becoming part of a Christian Community
Imagine an institution of higher learning that is unique
in the way it combines a Christian world view with
quality academics.

...being more than a face in the crowd
Imagine the pursuit of your higher education where
you can truly grow as an individual.

...getting individualized attention
Imagine attending one of the nation’s top ranked
Universities where the faculty and staff care about
your education and spiritual growth.

admissions.ovu.edu
1 Campus View Drive | Vienna, WV 26105-8000 | 877.446.8668

U.S. News & World Report ranked
OVU 27th among Tier I schools
in the south region. Tier I denotes
the highest-ranked schools for each
region evaluated by U.S. News.
This is the 5th consecutive year
OVU ranked as a Tier 1 School.

33

34

OPINION

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SEPTEMBER 2014

A love for her husband, Africa and the Lord:
The faith-filled journey of Dottie Beckloff

W
Director of Residential Programs Position
Hope Harbor Children’s Home & Family Ministries in
Claremore, Okla., is currently accepting applications for the position
of Director of Residential Programs. Position becomes available as
of July 2014. The successful candidate will provide supervision and
training of a multidisciplinary team of professionals including house
parents, on-site counselor, and admissions coordinator and will
participate in establishing direction for long-term program
development and growth. Candidates must possess a master’s
degree in a mental health field and be licensed or license eligible.
Experience in intervention and leadership in residential care or a
related setting preferred. Knowledge and expertise in traumainformed care also preferred, but not required.

For more information, contact Ralph Richardson, Ph.D., at
(918) 343-0003, Ext. 230, or e-mail ralph@hopeharborinc.org.
To learn more about Hope Harbor, visit our website at

www.hopeharborinc.org.

Living

Abundant

helping Christian seniors thrive

8th Annual
BRANSON RETREAT
RADISSON HOTEL
Branson, Mo.

OCTOBER 7-10, 2014

“Making the Most of the Rest of your Life”
“What’s Left for Me to Do?” – Howard Norton
“You’re in the Lord’s Army” – Jay Lockhart
“Light, Salt and Leaven” – WOMEN/Beverly Watkins • MEN/John W. Smith
“A Passion for Home” – Bruce McLarty
“Christ, Who is Your Life” – Noel Whitlock
“Till Death Do Us Part” – WOMEN/Suzanne Casey • MEN/Howard Norton
“Bloom Where You Are Planted” – Joe Bright
“Giving All You Have to Give” – Dan Williams
“His Grace Reaches Me” – Bill Watkins
Daily Story Time with John W. Smith
Daily Singing/Devotionals with Leon Sanderson

For more info or to REGISTER, call 501-279-4055/501-278-7033 or go to www.abundantlivingseniors.com
Mobilizing Christian Seniors

to make an

eternal
difference

Every Day of Your Life
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We offer

Master’s Degrees
in Bible designed

specifically for those in

Full-Time Ministry
— DR. MARK SNEED
LCU Professor of Bible

A Degree for Busy Ministers from Experts in the Field
• Courses that Fit a
Minister’s Schedule
• 75% of Classes
Taught Online
• Hybrid Course Format
Fulfills Residency
Requirements
• Online Learning
Communities that
Facilitate Academic
and Spiritual Growth

“The Masters program in Bible at LCU equips you with the tools for interpreting
Scripture responsibly, enables you to write more effectively, argue a case
more persuasively, and think more carefully and profoundly. I strive to bring
the Bible to life by exposing students to its languages and literature and the
culture in which it was created. All of these factors will enable you to go back
in time and enter the world of the Bible with its characters, and, in a sense,
come into contact with their very thoughts. This will provide greater clarity
and comprehension of the biblical message, which will have significant
ramifications for every aspect of your life and ministry.” — DR. MARK SNEED
An expert in a social science approach to the Hebrew Bible and a leading
scholar in wisdom literature, Dr. Sneed has published in numerous international
and prestigious journals and anthologies. He has spoken at the Judaic Studies
Workshop at Rice University and served as an officer in the Society of Biblical
Literature for which he is also a regular presenter. His most recent book is
The Politics of Pessimism in Ecclesiastes: A Social-Science Perspective.

®

Believe. Belong. Be Blue.

www.LCU.edu

|

1.800.933.7601
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In a new series, The Christian
Chronicle explores how to
reach America’s growing
Hispanic population with the
Gospel.
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A DINNER WITH

NIKA MAPLES
OCTOBER 6, 2014
www.oc.edu/shespeaks

Our caring, expert faculty includes Oxford-educated
professor Dr. Jim Baird, who specializes in Christian
evidences and philosophy of religion. He is a local
pulpit minister and a highly-sought speaker for
services and special events around the world.

In your lifetime, you may not need to save humanity from a flood.
But you need intense study to become the Christian leader God
wants you to be. With regionally-accredited programs and affordable
classes just one day a week in the Oklahoma City metro, you can
get the knowledge your calling demands.
Master’s degrees in:
Christian Ministry

Divinity

Theological Studies

www.oc.edu/GST

#OCisHome

