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obispos

Preacher, lay
your debt
burden down

finding men to serve as elders can be a
challenge for Spanish-speaking churches.

HERITAGE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
sets a goal of graduating every
student with no loans to repay.

BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

SILVER SPRING, Md.
bout nine miles north of the U.S. Capitol,
the lobby of the Silver Spring Church of
Christ is a bustling beltway of Sunday
morning business.
It’s 10:45 a.m., and 100 or so of the church’s
faithful — a mix of nationalities, red and yellow,
black and white — emerge from the Englishlanguage worship. Minister Floyd Williamson,
a former missionary to Sweden, preached on
the Bible’s requirements for elders —
the men who lead
the congregation.
Across the foyer,
Latino Christians
and children file in
from the parking
lot, smiling and
embracing their
brethren. Bible
classes for all the
ERIK TRYGGESTAD members begin at
Elmer Pacheco preaches in
11:15, followed by
Spanish at the Silver Spring Spanish-language
Church of Christ in Maryland. worship at 12:20.
As the Hispanic
adults squeeze into
one of the basement classrooms,
young men hand
Sixth in a series
out small, blue
tracts titled “¿Cuál es la función de los obispos
de la iglesia de Cristo?” (“What is the role of the
elders of the Church of Christ?”)
Elmer Pacheco, minister for the Spanish
service, wrote the tract to help Hispanic
Christians — especially those who grew up
outside the church — understand the pattern
for church leadership described in Scripture.
See ELDERS, Page 12

FLORENCE, Ala. — Lucas Suddreth
thought he’d rely on federal
student loans to pay for his ministry education.
Instead, Heritage
Christian University
gave him a fulltuition scholarship
and helped arrange
a part-time youth
ministry position.
“I’m extremely
Suddreth
blessed,” said
Suddreth, 22, who lives with his
wife, Rachel, in a house provided
by the Mt. Zion Church of Christ.
“There’s no way I could have
done this by myself.”
Aspiring preachers face plenty
of challenges, but tens of thousands of dollars in student debt
shouldn’t be one of them, Heritage
Christian officials contend.
“We have a goal to graduate
every student debt free,” said
Dennis Jones, president of
Heritage Christian, a 115-student
ministry training college founded
as International Bible College in
1971. “It’s important that these
young people … are not saddled
with educational debt that distracts them from what they’ve
been trained to do, which is to
work in full-time ministry, teaching the world and saving souls.”
See HERITAGE, Page 14

NEBO SILVA

A sunlit baptism in the Philippines

On the island of Cebu in the Philippines, believers watch as one of three new
souls is baptized after a Bible study in the village of Kadaatan. Evangelist Nebo
Silva, a native Filipino, works with Christians in the village. Silva is a recent
graduate of Leyte Christian College, where he earned a degree in Bible.
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JOIN OUR TEAM.
We’re thankful for our faculty and staff, who make a difference
in the classroom and around the world.
See available positions at fhu.edu/hr/careers.

Dr. Justin Rogers

Dr. Jesse Robertson

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIBLE
Ph.D. in Judaic and Cognate Studies
Hebrew Union College
One of the younger members of the Bible
faculty, Rogers has compiled an impressive
array of scholarly and practical writing. It
includes entries for “The Textual History of the
Bible,” expected to be the standard reference
for textual criticism of the Hebrew Bible.

Dr. Rachel Salmon

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY
Ph.D. in Molecular, Cellular and
Developmental Biology
The Ohio State University
Trained as a scientist, Dr. Rachel Stevens
Salmon has taken on the role of educator
while maintaining her identity as a
researcher. She works with FHU biology
majors researching DNA damage and repair.

DEAN OF GRADUATE STUDIES
AND OUTREACH
Ph.D. in New Testament
Baylor University
Involved with Haitian ministries since his
college days, Robertson increased his service
in manifold ways when the earthquake hit. He
spearheaded a $2 million relief effort under
the auspices of the Estes Church of Christ.
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Homeschool:
A prayerful
decision

Faulkner
names new
president

C

opying the same 10
spelling words for the
third time — while I
urged, “Hurry, we have
to get ready for church!”—
my oldest daughter moaned,
“I wish I was just homeschooled.”
Not wanting her to be
coddled or lazy, I espoused a
“get tough” attitude to help
along.
Inside Story her
After all, I
used to think
of homeschooling
as a fringe
activity for
hippies and
Christian
fundamenKimberly Mauck talists. It
resulted in
strange, child geniuses who
didn’t know how to play with
kids their own age.
But, as always, my experience as a parent changed me.
I actually ran a homeschool
pre-kindergarten for my
daughter because I wasn’t
ready to send her to a fullday program. It mostly was
fun learning activities with a
cousin and friend who came
to our house twice a week.
When it was time for
kindergarten, we happily
entered the public school
system. I enjoyed shopping for the perfect monogrammed backpack, coming
up with delicious lunchbox
meals and going over her
homework every evening.
First grade was much the
same, except we got to experience the magic of learning to
read. But something changed
in our household. Somewhere
amid caring for my daughter’s three younger sisters,
See HOMESCHOOL, Page 4
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PHOTO PROVIDED BY DISNEY MOVIES

Academy Award winner Kevin Costner, center, portrays cross-country coach Jim White in
Disney’s “McFarland, USA.” “It’s an honor to have him play me,” the real-life White said.

‘McFarland, USA’
NEW DISNEY MOVIE is based on the inspiring true story of
coach Jim White, a lifelong Church of Christ member.
Cheryl White, who is played by
actress Maria Bello, said: “They don’t
cFarland, USA,” a new
depict me as the involved mother and
Disney film starring Kevin
wife that I was, but that’s OK. They got
Costner, tells the true story it close enough that it tells a good story
of California
about paying it forward
cross-country coach Jim
and being involved with
White, who transformed
kids.”
a migrant farm town’s
The Whites, both
predominantly Latino
73, met in 1959 at the
high school into an
short-lived Magic Valley
unlikely powerhouse.
Christian College, a
The PG-rated motion
liberal arts school associpicture, which opens
ated with Churches of
nationwide Feb. 20, has
Christ that was located in
“a lot of Hollywood” in
a small mountain range of
it, as the real-life Jim
southeastern Idaho. The
White and his wife,
PHOTO PROVIDED BY TAMI WOLFE college sweethearts marCheryl, describe it.
Jim and Cheryl White met at
ried in 1961.
But the Whites —
Magic Valley Christian and
Jim White later
lifelong Church of Christ have been married for 53 years. transferred to George
members who infused
Pepperdine College
their faith into their work with generain Los Angeles, the forerunner of
tions of runners — wholeheartedly
Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif.
endorse the movie’s overall message.
After his 1964 graduation, he got a job
“They captured our true love for the as a fifth-grade teacher in McFarland,
kids, and they captured the hard work an economically challenged town in
that these kids actually go through to
California’s farm-rich Central Valley.
See McFARLAND, Page 23
survive,” Jim White said.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘M

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — Mike Williams, a
longtime administrator at Harding
University in Searcy, Ark., has been
named the eighth president of
Faulkner University in Montgomery.
Both universities are associated
with Churches of Christ.
After 29 years at Faulkner’s helm,
Billy D. Hilyer will
move into a new role
as chancellor. Hilyer
announced plans last
year to step down as
president.
Williams, who
served most recently
as Harding’s vice
Williams
president of advancement, will take over at
Faulkner on June 1.
“Dr. Williams was
selected to lead
Faulkner University
because he has proved
he can reach beyond
the reasonable, the
tried and true and
Hilyer
always achievable,” Bud
Stumbaugh, chairman of Faulkner’s
board of trustees, said in a news
release. “One of many examples of this
occurred when his previous university
charged him with leading a five-year
campaign to raise $105 million.
“The 2008 great recession made this
goal look impossible. The institution
exceeded the goal and raised $129
million. He has shown he can stretch
and not stay stuck in the status quo.
Our board is confident Mike will lead
Faulkner not only to accomplish what
people think can be done but what
people think can’t be done.”
Harding President Bruce McLarty
said: “I appreciate so much Mike’s love
for and his commitment to Harding.
His hard work and leadership have
contributed greatly to Harding’s success in admissions and advancement.”
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HOMESCHOOL: Rebellion against culture?
FROM PAGE 3

Websites for Churches






Easy to maintain
Very attractive to visitors
Email members directly
Post audio sermons
Maintain member directory

Check out these websites:
 bluerivercofc.org
 eastsidechurchofchrist.us
 odessachurchofchrist.org
 chillicothechurchofchrist.org

682.587.7784

pstechgroup.org

Do you want to see your advertisement
in The Christian Chronicle?
Advertising deadline for the next two issues:

Fe b . 1 7

and

March 24

Contact Tonya Patton, at

tonya.patton@christianchronicle.org
to reserve your space.

gymnastics classes, piano lessons and
worship and Bible classes, I no longer
felt close to my oldest daughter.
And she didn’t feel close to her
sisters. They didn’t play together
anymore. The relationship became
characterized by antagonism, annoyance and impatience: “They’re
too little” and “They don’t know
anything” became, to my mind,
“They’re not my friends.”
Instead, with one exception, girls
whose families I barely knew were
my daughter’s friends. More alarmingly, boys were asking her to be
their girlfriend. (Yes, boys. Five of
them.) And pop culture was seeping
into our home. Lady Gaga songs
learned, Justin Bieber discovered,
fashion trends absorbed. “Is this
childhood now?” I wondered.
During this time of vague discontent, a quote I read by cultural
critic Neil Postman resonated with
me strongly: “Resistance entails
conceiving of parenting as an act of
rebellion against American culture.”
Despite Postman’s humanist leanings, his thinking reminded me of
Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
I began reading about homeschooling. To my surprise, everything about it appealed to me — the
freedom, the creativity, the time with
my kids. My biggest fear, selfishly,
was the lack of time to myself. How
could I survive as the only adult with
four kids — every day, all day?
When I read “The Well-Trained
Mind” by Jessie Wise and Susan
Wise Bauer, a mother-daughter team,
I gained confidence that I could. Both
of them enforced a two-hour quiet
time every afternoon where everyone
stayed in their rooms. Bauer, who
was homeschooled herself, also
balanced homeschooling her four
kids with teaching college English.
My next concern was that we
would become cloistered, separated
from the world to which Christians

should minister. After much prayer,
though, God gave me peace that the
children will be able to do plenty of
ministering when they are ready.
Jesus didn’t start his earthly public
ministry until he was about 30.
Socialization didn’t concern me. My
children are with their sisters all day
long and participate in gymnastics
and Bible classes with other kids.
Exploring my homeschool doubts, I
stumbled across a book by Princeton
sociologist Mitchell Stevens called
“The Kingdom of Children:
Culture and Controversy in the
Homeschooling Movement” in
which he compares homeschoolers
to entrepreneurs. Homeschoolers
“take risks in the interest of the
cause,” he writes. “They may forgo
stable careers to do the thing they
believe in. They may abandon the
comfortable ken of a more respectable cause and strike out precariously on their own.”
In reading these words, I felt a
pang of recognition, one of those
God-nudges that comes when you’re
seeking his wisdom. So our family,
prayerfully, is giving homeschool a
try. This is only our first year, and
we will reevaluate at its end.
It’s satisfying to me at the end of
the day when my daughter asks if
she can go ahead to her next animal
habitat minibook, or shows me a
page of math problems she came up
with on her own, or poems she wrote
in her journal.
While the U.S. Department of
Education lists “dissatisfaction with
the public school system” as the
number one reason people decide to
homeschool, I disagree. My number
one reason is transformation of the
way we view learning, childhood and
family, which I’ve discovered just
doesn’t conform to the world’s views.
And for our family, homeschool
seems to reflect the words of
Romans 12:2, “the good, perfect and
acceptable will of God.”
CONTACT kim.mauck@christianchronicle.org.

www.christianchronicle.org
Get the latest news on your smartphone, tablet or desktop. See
web-exclusive photos and features, including Voices-only
Wednesday, a collection of the best a cappella music videos online.
Use the barcode at right to find us through your mobile device.
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FLORIDA

JUPITER — For 32 years, Terry Rush has
made an annual pilgrimage to the St. Louis
Cardinals’ training facilities to attend the
team’s Legends Camp and minister to
fellow players and coaches.
At the most recent camp, Rush — who
preaches for the Memorial Drive Church
of Christ in Tulsa, Okla. — became just
the sixth person inducted into the camp’s
Hall of Fame.
St. Louis broadcaster and former player
Al Hrabosky presented Rush with the
honor.
“Hrabosky told the crowd that he
was the inspiration for about 50 of my
sermons,” Rush told the Memphis (Mo.)
Democrat newspaper.
“I was very honored as only five other
campers have received this,” the 67-year-old
minister said. “The camp continues to be
extremely exciting, even as I get older and I
try not to pull a muscle just suiting up.”
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Gunshot victim improves
POWELL, Wyo. — Eleven-year-old Aaron
Horner’s condition is improving after he
suffered a selfinflicted gunshot
wound blamed
on bullying at his
middle school,
Powell Church of
Christ minister
Gerry Parker said.
Aaron’s family
attends the Powell
church, which
has joined thousands of people
across the nation
PHOTO PROVIDED BY GERRY PARKER
in praying for the Aaron Horner, 11, is pictured
with his mother, Yarti.
boy’s recovery,
Parker said.
“He is now responding in ways no one
thought possible,” the minister said.
THE CHURCH SEEKS funds to help with the family’s
mounting medical expenses. Donations may be sent to:
Powell Church of Christ, 749 Highway 14A, Powell, WY 82435.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY TERRY RUSH

Al Hrabosky, left, inducts minister Terry Rush into
the St. Louis Cardinals’ Legends Camp’s Hall of Fame.

OKLAHOMA

PHOTOs BY CHRIS PATTON

In Texas, a Winterfest baptism
Minister Kraig Deming hugs Haley
Powell, 15, after baptizing her in a Texas
hotel swimming pool. Haley was part of
a group from the New Hope Church of
Christ in Edmond, Okla., that attended
the recent Winterfest youth rally in
Arlington, Texas, which drew about 4,000
teens and sponsors. At right, Christian
spoken word poet David Bowden uses
his talents to focus attention on God.
The Oklahoma Christian University
alumnus is known for warning against
lukewarm Christianity and encouraging
believers to pursue God recklessly.

TULSA — The Crosstown Church of Christ
serves as a Red Cross shelter and housed
22 people in its activity center after a
recent motel fire that killed one man.
Several victims attended the congregation’s Sunday morning worship assembly,
minister Robert Prater said.
“We are collecting money, clothes and
other supplies for (the victims), including
toys for kids and notes of encouragement,”
Prater said.

OREGON

GRESHAM — Brian Simmons has a bit of a
commute to make it to Sunday worship.
For more than eight years, Simmons has
served as the preaching minister for the
Metro Church of Christ in the Portland area.
But when he accepted a position as a
communications professor at Oklahoma
Christian University this past fall, he moved

1,500 miles away. However, he flies back
and forth to preach at the Metro church
three weekends per month.
On a typical Sunday, he
attends a meeting of elders
and ministers at 7 a.m.,
teaches Bible class at 9 a.m.
and preaches at 11 a.m. “It’s
an odd arrangement, but it’s
been successful thus far,”
said Simmons, who lives in
Portland during the summer. Simmons

TENNESSEE

FAYETTEVILLE — The Howell Hill Church
of Christ started 2014 with 20 members
and ended the year with 70 in attendance,
preaching minister Tim Hall said.
“We reached out to our community,” Hall
said. “Our members invited their family
and friends. We visited people who visited
our worship services.”
When a tornado struck the community
in April 2014, the church decided to give
$250 to every family that suffered a loss.
“Then came help from other churches,”
Hall said. “We were able to touch even
more lives. We ended up giving away thousands, and God just kept blessing us.”
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CHANGING LIVES
The Campaign for Pepperdine raised a historic $470 million, empowering the university to impact
every student and the communities they serve. Because of you, we’re funding generous new
scholarships, state-of-the-art facilities, and innovative research and academic programs—
transforming our students with every dollar given.

Thank you for contributing to their future.

pepperdine.edu/campaign
Malibu • West Los Angeles • Encino • Irvine • Silicon Valley • Westlake Village • Washington, D.C.
Heidelberg • London • Florence • Buenos Aires • Lausanne • Shanghai
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A small group with a big impact
USING CONFERENCE CALLS, members of an
Atlanta-area church help women in 17 states
and Canada experience spiritual community.
Burnt Hickory church.
At first, Burnt Hickory members
MARIETTA, Ga.
comprised the bulk of the group. Now
ll around her, Hasandra
the conference calls include more
Heyward saw women with
than 50 women from 17 states and the
struggles — in their marCanadian province of Nova Scotia.
riages, their jobs, the lives of
“The goal now is to encourage
their children.
and edify the women who are not
Heyward, a member of the Burnt
Christians,” Heyward said, “and to
Hickory Church of Christ, wanted
teach the love of Christ.”
to help. Her congregation sponsors
“I want women to be revived in
“growth groups” — a small-group
such a powerful way that our homes,
ministry designed to give Christians jobs and communities begin to thirst
a sense of connection outside the
for the things of God.”
church building.
Participant Julie Suederick joked
But adding one more commitment that the class is “high-tech enough
to the schedule of already stressedthat a gal living in Nova Scotia could
out women — many of them
participate and low-tech enough that
working moms who spend hours
I could participate.”
wrangling Atlanta’s notorious traffic
The class recently read the book
— would prove difficult.
“Calm My Anxious Heart: A
The answer, Heyward discovered,
Woman’s Guide to Finding
was a phone call away.
Fulfillment” by Linda Dillow —
With the
and invited
help of fellow
the author to
church member
participate.
Waleska White,
“Joining
Heyward
an accountlaunched the
ability group
Online Women’s
was important
Growth Group
as I read this
in early 2014.
book, journaled
They set up a
and listened
website as a
to peers,”
meeting place
Suederick said.
www.authenticintimacy.com “Being on the
for busy women.
Linda Dillow and Juli Slattery, co-founders
To add a
telephone made
personal touch, of multimedia teaching ministry Authentic
this experience
Intimacy, have taken part in the tele-classes so personal.
the church
members began of the Online Women’s Growth Group.
What a thrill
teaching live
to hear Linda
“tele-classes” through a weekly,
Dillow on the line, beginning me on
Tuesday night conference call.
this journey.”
Using a set of basic rules for “teleDillow said she was “privileged
class etiquette,” the coordinators
to see firsthand the amazing life
“have worked out a system so that
changes through Hasandra’s growth
dozens of women can be on the
group. The women are seeking God
conference call and have a chance to and growing deeper in trusting him.
say something while still maintaining God is ministering in a special way to
a coherent conversation,” said Scott
each woman in the growth group.”
Franks, preaching minister for the
Other class topics have included
BY anthony rhoads | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PHOTO PROVIDED

Waleska White and Hasandra Heyward, members of the Burnt Hickory Church of
Christ, launched the Online Women’s Growth Group in early 2014. Now a team of
Christians, including Breia Loft, Eboni Thomas and Kim Reed, assist with the ministry.
“Praying for Our Children: A 21-day
Challenge,” “Intimacy with God:
Courage to Commune with God
About Every Area of Your Life” and
“Body Stewardship.”
In January, the class began a study
titled “Reclaiming God’s Design
for Sexual Intimacy in Marriage”
featuring Juli Slattery, who
co-authored “Passion Pursuit:
What Kind of Love are You
Making?” with Dillow.
A key focus of the group is
embracing truth and “walking out
daily who we are in Christ,” Heyward
said. “One word of truth has the
power to destroy a lifetime of lies,
and Jesus brought that truth to us.
“The group has been tearing down
walls and building up hearts since
day one, teaching truth and challenging lies, excuses and apathy.”
In addition to the individual participants, six other Atlanta-area churches

and three out-of-state congregations
join the live tele-classes.
“It’s certainly refreshing that technology can be used for the benefit of
women, to glorify God and build the
church,” Franks said. “It’s reproduceable because almost anybody can do
it. I’m hoping other women will be
inspired by what Hasandra’s doing.”
Donna Weir of California said the
class “helped to kick start me back
on the road to sharing God’s Word
with our younger sisters in Christ.”
Heyward added that some of
the most positive feedback she’s
received has come from men.
“I have had brothers come up to
me and say, ‘My wife loves your class’
or ‘I see such a change in my wife. Is
there a group like this for men?’
“Well, for me, that says it all.”
Learn more about the Online Women’s Growth
Group at www.womensonlinegrowthgroup.com.
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Believing hurt her seeing

In an African village, a rainstorm of clean water

GHANA WEST AFRICA MISSIONS

Clean water shoots into the air in a village in northern Ghana as workers with Ghana West Africa Missions prepare a new well. “The
crew is blowing compressed air into the well,” explains Josiah Tilton, director of the nonprofit, supported by Churches of Christ. “This
cleans all the loose rocks and sand out and helps form a larger space for water to settle, which helps keep the water flowing.
“We encourage the people to bring their buckets and let the water drop into them,” Tilton said. “This gives them clean water for the
day without having to actually pump it. ... In fact, it’s both fun and refreshing. The temperature is usually above 95 during the day, so a
cooling shower is not a bad thing. Scenes like this were repeated over 100 times last year. We hope and pray that they will be repeated
over 100 times again this year. Providing good, clean water for people is a life-saving — and in many cases a soul-saving — thing to do.“

BULGARIA

SOFIA — Bob and Jean Eckman of
the Nottingham Church of Christ
in England helped
fellow Christians
distribute gift boxes
to children in this
Central European
nation, including
those at a refugee
camp for Syrians. The
Nottingham church
Eckman
gathers toys and
clothes for the boxes each year.
A man they met in the camp
“became separated from his wife
and daughters at the border with
Turkey,” Bob Eckman said, “and he
had to then walk across Turkey on
his own to the Bulgarian border. He
has no idea where his family is or if
he will see them again.”

GUYANA

ANN’S GROVE — Teach Guyana
Ministries, supported by the Prattville
Church of Christ in Alabama, uses
video conferencing to teach churches
throughout the South American nation.
Workers with the ministry connect
20 times per week to preach, teach,
conduct children’s and Lads to
Leaders classes and to host special
seminars. The ministry recently
launched preacher-training classes.
“Video conferencing has helped
us to continue our work in Guyana
and to do it for a lot less money than
it takes if we were living there,” said
Jerry Cantrell, elder of the Prattville
church and ministry coordinator.

LITHUANIA

VILNIUS — In this northern European
nation, members of the Vilnius

Church of Christ use the popular
video chat program Skype for Bible
instruction. Gary Burke, elder for
the Connecticut Valley Church of
Christ in Windsor, Conn., leads
a weekly lesson for Lithuanian
Christians via Skype.
“We are studying about history of
Catholic doctrine and origin of some
rituals and teachings,” said Juozas
Puodziukaitis, minister for the
Vilnius church. “Catholic people are
not our enemies, but some ... have
a negative attitude toward other
churches and call us sect.”

MEXICO

PIEDRAS NEGRAS — For the past
decade, members of the Memorial
Road Church of Christ in Oklahoma
City have given time, money and
prayer toward the construction of

CHIANG MAI, Thailand — Witch doctors,
fortune telling and the spirit world
are all very real aspects of life for
Thai people — especially a woman
named Aim.
She earned
a good income
fortune telling —
but was “intrigued
to know more of
the most powerful
Spirit — the one
who created
everything,”
said David Allen,
PHOTO PROVIDED
who has helped
plant churches in Aim at a recent
Thailand with his church retreat.
team since 1994.
So Aim came to church “to see
if she could get more power for
herself,” he said. After a few visits,
she told the church members that
she had lost her power to communicate with spirits.
“She believes she can get the
spirits back if she quits coming to
church,” Allen said. “However, Aim
has decided she would rather know
more about God than to have her
special powers and good salary. She
is now making much less money
selling handmade bags.”
a school and church building in
this border community, just west of
Eagle Pass, Texas. Mexico’s intense
drug wars became a danger, and
the church stopped sending work
groups, said elder Max Pope.
“With the help of our financial
support, local workers continued
construction until the school was able
to open about three years ago,” Pope
said. “The new congregation began
meeting in the school building until
the church building can be finished.”
Recently, a small group of
Memorial Road members traveled to
Mexico to celebrate the third anniversary of the congregation.
“We came away blessed and very
encouraged about how well both the
church and school are doing and
the impact they are making for the
Kingdom,” Pope said.
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Just Imagine...
...becoming part of a Christian Community
Imagine an institution of higher learning that is unique
in the way it combines a Christian world view with
quality academics.

...being more than a face in the crowd
Imagine the pursuit of your higher education where
you can truly grow as an individual.

...getting individualized attention
Imagine attending one of the nation’s top ranked
Universities where the faculty and staff care about
your education and spiritual growth.

admissions.ovu.edu
1 Campus View Drive | Vienna, WV 26105-8000 | 877.446.8668

U.S. News & World Report ranked
OVU 27th among Tier I schools
in the south region. Tier I denotes
the highest-ranked schools for each
region evaluated by U.S. News.
This is the 5th consecutive year
OVU ranked as a Tier 1 School.
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Praying for Cuba ‘to be free in the right way’
AS THE U.S. CONSIDERS restoring diplomatic relations with the island nation, Cuban
Christians in both countries react with a mix of joy, hope and despair.
BY erik tryggestad | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

“Older Cuban exiles who lost
property, jobs (and family members)
have been much more resistant to
any changes in U.S. policy,” Holway
said. “Younger Cuban immigrants —
those who grew up under the Castro
regime — tend to have a much more
relaxed attitude toward dialogue.”

When Gloria Perez fled Cuba
in 1961, she was forced to leave
everything behind — including her
6-month-old son, Paco.
In Miami, she spent a torturous
three months securing a visa waiver
that would allow her baby to enter
the country, escorted by her mother GOOD NEWS IN CUBA
In Cuba, news of the possible easand younger brother.
Fifty-three years later, as President ing of travel and trade restrictions was
met with “lots of hopefulness from the
Barack Obama announced plans to
restore full diplomatic relations with Cuban brethren,” said Tim Archer
of the Herald of Truth ministry.
Cuba, “for me, it was a big shock,”
“They’ve needed some good news.”
Perez told The Christian Chronicle.
Archer, coordinator of Spanish“I didn’t expect that.”
speaking ministries for the TexasNow 74 and a great-grandmother,
based nonprofit, makes regular
she worships with the Sunset
trips to Cuba with Juan Monroy, an
Church of Christ in Miami, where
evangelist from Spain and the first
the son she thought she might
missionary from Churches of Christ
never see again serves as an elder.
In a half-century on U.S. soil, she’s to enter the communist nation since
the rise of Castro. Now the island is
never returned to Cuba, unwilling
home to more than
to spend even a
100 Churches of
dollar there that
Christ. Many are
might support the
growing rapidly.
regime of Fidel
The proposed
Castro that forced
changes to U.S.
her family into
foreign policy “will
exile.
certainly make it
For that reason,
easier for those
“I’m a little disapof us that work
pointed” by the
in Cuba,” Archer
U.S. president’s
told the Chronicle.
announcement,”
“Hopefully, they will
she said. Many
of her relatives
PHOTO PROVIDED ease the suffering of
were unable to
At the Baxter Institute, Steve Teel, left, the Cuban people.
leave Cuba, and presents Yuliesky Cruz, of Cuba, with the “This is a time for
Christians to lay polia cousin spent 20 President’s Award. Cruz also received
tics aside and pray
years in prison
the Frazier Family Award.
for the welfare of our
for his opposition
brothers and sisters who have faced
to the communist government.
so many difficulties.”
Now, it’s like “he was in jail for
Gary Bradley called the possible
nothing,” she said.
easing of sanctions “the greatest
Nearly a half-million Cubans fled
thing that has happened in the last
to Florida during a 15-year period
50 years.”
after the island nation’s revolution.
Bradley, minister for the Mayfair
Reaction to proposed easing of trade
Church of Christ in Huntsville, Ala.,
and tourism barriers in Miami was
makes regular trips to the island
mixed, said Jim Holway, a minister
nation. The church has raised more
and coordinator for LAMP Miami, a
than $40,000 to purchase Bibles for
church-planting project.

College of Nursing
College of Pharmacy
Communication Sciences
and Disorders
Physical Therapy Program
Physician Assistant Program
Premedicine

Improving spiritual and physical wellness
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In downtown Havana, Cubans change tires on a late-1940s model Chevrolet. Many
In 2005, members of Churches of Christ across Cuba and the Caribbean gathered for
American cars in the Cuban capital predate the 1959 revolution. Due to the embargo, the first time in Havana for the Caribbean Lectureship. Under a giant banner of Fidel
Cuban motorists manufacture their own parts for the classic vehicles.
Castro, the Christians joined hands and sang “Glory, Glory, Hallelujah” in Spanish.
the people of Cuba and has distributed as many as 20,000 there.
“Our prayers are being answered,”
Bradley told WHNT. “This will help
us do more work easier in that country, and that will make life better for
the people who live there.”
In the Central American nation of
Honduras, Cuban students at the
Baxter Institute also are excited
about the possible easing of sanctions, said Steve Teel, president of
the ministry training school associated with Churches of Christ.
“The realities of Cuba are stark
and dark for the Cuban people,” Teel

said. Beef and other consumables
are rationed, salaries are low and
“hunger is real.” Most of the island’s
congregations meet in homes and
are unable to build church buildings.
The Cuban government permits
a few preachers from Churches
of Christ to study at Baxter. One
student’s father rides a bike about
40 miles between two church plants
each Sunday, Teel said.
Baxter recently graduated 15
students from eight countries,
including Cuba. One of the Cuban
students, Yuliesky Cruz, received
the President’s Award.

PRAYING FOR PEACE

In Miami, Gloria Perez said she’s
praying for future generations of
Cubans to “grow up in peace.”
Though easing trade restrictions
may help Cubans in the short run,
she fears that it will strengthen the
communist government.
“If Cuba is going to be free,” she
said. “I want it to be free in the right
way.”
Paul Schwiep, another of the
Sunset church’s elders, also comes
from a family of Cuban immigrants.
He was a teenager when he met
his grandfather for the first time. In

1979, his family made a huge financial sacrifice to send him on the
90-mile trip from Miami to Cuba, the
country they left behind in 1961.
“The changes President Obama
has proposed in U.S. policy toward
Cuba are significant,” Schweip told
the Chronicle, “as is the message
that, after 54 years, we are shifting
policy toward Cuba with the same
end goal in mind — promoting
human rights on the island.
“No sane person can argue that
the policy of the past 54 years has
been effective. Let’s pray these
changes prompt changes in Cuba.”

Harding University’s physical therapy program strives to
create physical therapists equipped with the ability to
improve the spiritual and physical wellness of the world.
Started in 2011, the three-year program leads to a Doctor
of Physical Therapy. The initial graduating class had a 100
percent first-time board exam pass rate. There is a strong
focus in medical missions with students traveling to Zambia
where they practice what they’ve learned. Students are
taught patient-centered care that ensures optimal physical
therapy outcomes delivered through the highest standards of
Christian service.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas
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ELDERS: ‘We have a model ... that the preacher is Superman’
had lots of potential leaders, he said,
Finding Latino men to serve as
but as the construction jobs moved
obispos or ancianos — known as
from city to city, so did they.
elders, bishops, pastors or shepherds
The transitory nature of Hispanic
in English — can be difficult, minisChristians is one challenge church
ters and church leaders across the
leaders encounter when looking
nation told The Christian Chronicle.
for men who fit the qualifications
The Silver Spring
for elders, described
congregation is one of
in Scriptures including
the few Churches of
1 Timothy and Titus.
Christ in the Washington
Others include:
area to have such
• Age: In the U.S.,
leaders from its Spanish
Hispanic churches
ministry, Pacheco said.
and ministries tend to
Cristobal Portillo, a
be younger than their
native of El Salvador
English counterparts, said
Population: 5,928,814
who attends the Spanish- Racial/ethnic groups: 53
Jim Holway, a minister
language service,
for the Sunset Church of
percent white, 30 percent
serves as one of the
Christ in Miami. Many
black, 9 percent Hispanic,
church’s five elders —
6 percent Asian and less than churches believe that
men charged with the
elders must have grown
1 percent American Indian.
oversight of the church,
Source: U.S. Census Bureau children who are baptized
including its finances
and have chosen freely to
and ministerial staff. In addition,
stay in the church.
three of the church’s nine deacons
• Language and culture: In the
— servant leaders who assist the
U.S., even congregations that are
congregation with the elders’ guidentirely Hispanic eventually become
ance — attend the Spanish service.
bilingual, said Alejandro Ezquerra,
“We’re always looking for new
Spanish minister for the Bammel
elders,” Pacheco says, and the
Church of Christ in Houston. Firstchurch strives to make its search a
generation immigrants often lack
bilingual effort.
the language skills and education
to effectively lead congregations of
FINDING QUALIFIED MEN WHO WILL STAY
first-generation parents and secondAfter Bible class, about 200 people
and third-generation children who
pack the pews for a boisterous,
grew up in the U.S.
Spanish-language worship.
• A cycle of one-man leaderAbout 2 p.m., as the church
ship: In the U.S. and Latin America,
members say goodbyes, deacon
many Hispanic church members
Alfonso Fernandez and his wife,
grow up in Catholic homes and are
Marisela, invite a young Christian
used to “one man being the primary
couple — who just moved to the D.C. spiritual leader as well as the overall
area from Cuba — to a Salvadoran
manager of church business,” said
restaurant for lunch.
Miguel Bustillos, minister for the
As they dig into
Western Heights Church of Christ, a
generous portions of
bilingual congregation in Dallas.
char-grilled chicken,
When a congregation doesn’t have
rice and fried planelders, its preacher or missionary
tains, the deacon
serves in a pastoral role, and “it is
talks about the chaloften too easy for a Hispanic Church
lenges of providing
of Christ to get comfortable with
stable leadership for Ezquerra
and accept a leadership that consists
Hispanic churches.
primarily of one man,” Bustillos said.
He and his wife moved to the
“Once that practice takes hold, that
U.S. from Mexico. They attended
single person ends up having an inordiSpanish-speaking congregations
nate amount of power in the decisionin the Dallas area, where he and
making process of the church, which
several fellow church members
is always going to be a dangerous
worked in construction.
situation and opens the door for
The growing churches in Texas
corruption in church leadership.”
FROM PAGE 1

Maryland

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Before the Spanish-language worship, members of the Silver Spring Church of Christ
distribute blue brochures describing the requirements and duties of obispos (elders).
Julio Cedeño, an elder of the bilingual Northwest Church of Christ in
Houston, agreed.
“We have a model — or a complex
— in Hispanic churches that the
preacher is Superman,” Cedeño
said. He fears that preacher training
schools in Latin America contribute
to the problem, emphasizing evangelism and doctrine without focusing
on properly shepherding young
congregations and preparing them
for autonomous leadership.
The Northwest
church works with
young congregations throughout the
Americas, teaching
new Christians about
the attributes and
attitudes of church
leaders and their
Bustillos
wives, focusing on
the need to have good marriages
and be good parents.
“We want them to have the desire —
to aspire to be elders,” Cedeño said.
The Fernandezes, who moved from
Texas to Maryland for work, say they
were impressed with the shared,

cooperative leadership modeled by the
elders and deacons of the Silver Spring
church. For that reason, they made
a conscious decision to stay. Alfonso
Fernandez now works as a painter
and home repairman and serves as
custodian for the church building.

READY TO SERVE

After months of Bible study and
prayer, the Silver Spring church
announces it will appoint two men —
Jackie Gill and Joseph Anderson —
to join the eldership. Both attend the
church’s English service.
Pacheco says he loves and
respects the new elders — and he’s
not disappointed that none were
selected from the Spanish service.
“Now was not the time,” he says.
When the congregation next
appoints deacons, Pacheco says he’s
confident that the Spanish service
will have men ready to serve. As the
deacons’ children grow and mature
in their faith, their fathers will meet
the qualifications to become obispos.
“We do believe that one day there
will be candidates,” he says. “We
prefer them to be ready.”
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PH A SE II I S ON T H E HOR I ZON I N A F R ICA .
PH A SE II I S ON T H E HOR I ZON I N A F R IC A .
Sunset is using the power of the sun to teach about the Son.
Sunset is using the power of the sun to teach about the Son.

Phase I
Phase I
Phase II
Phase II

This time, spreading over the countries of Ethiopia, South Sudan, Kenya and
This time, spreading over the countries of Ethiopia, South Sudan, Kenya and
Nigeria, Africa. Thousands of solar-powered audio players that contain the entire Bible
Nigeria, Africa. Thousands of solar-powered audio players that contain the entire Bible
and 400 hours of Bible teaching, including all 40 Sunset courses, will be delivered
and 400 hours of Bible teaching, including all 40 Sunset courses, will be delivered
to the people in a most powerful way. You will hear more from us soon.
to the people in a most powerful way. You will hear more from us soon.
Sunset International Bible Institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sibi.cc
Sunset International Bible Institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sibi.cc
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HERITAGE: Scholarships cover Bible students’ full tuition

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Lori Eastep, Heritage’s director of public relations, addresses
women during the “Elevate” spiritual enrichment seminar.

BRITTANY McGUIRE

Anthony Odom and Bryan Cook attend class at Heritage
Christian, which offers bachelor’s and master’s degrees.

“So many young guys feel guilty leaving a first or
Heritage Christian’s annual tuition approaches
second work because of money,” said Jenkins, who
$9,000. Through its donor-funded Legacy Scholarship serves on Heritage Christian’s board of trustees. “I
program, the university covers the full tuition for
tell them, ‘You are not obligated to preach there, but
all on-campus Bible majors — the amount left after
you have a biblical mandate to support your family.’”
need-based federal Pell Grants are applied.
In Jenkins’ view, Christian colleges and univerTo keep the scholarship, a student must maintain a
sities could do a much better job of educating
3.0 grade-point average, go on evangelistic campaigns preachers concerning money. “If I were the king
and complete at least 15 hours of community service
of a preacher training school or the czar of a Bible
each semester.
department, every ministry student
“What they’re doing is taking the
would be required to take a Dave
burden off a student,” said Dave
Ramsey-type class to graduate,” said
Harris, 43, a father of two who
Jenkins, referring to a Christian debt
enrolled at Heritage Christian after
management guru known for his
two decades in the business world.
national radio show.
“You don’t want the financial
Steve Diggs, founder of the
concerns to get in the way of
Nashville, Tenn.-based “No Debt, No
someone preaching the Gospel,”
Sweat” ministry, said he frequently
added Harris, who preaches for the
encounters ministers facing deep finanEast Colbert Church of Christ in
cial concerns. “This is the way the devil
nearby Muscle Shoals.
destroys a lot of ministers,” said Diggs,
Nationwide, seven out of 10 graduwho has conducted nearly 500 financial
ating seniors at public and private
management seminars at Churches of
colleges had student loans in 2013,
Christ and Christian universities.
according to the Institute for College
Heritage Christian’s scholarships
Access and Success.
don’t cover books, supplies or living
BOBBY ROSS JR. expenses. However, the university’s
The average amount owed: $28,400.
President Dennis Jones displays an administrators encourage students
Student debt can be especially
troublesome for a graduate called to Ole Miss football helmet signed by to find means of payment other than
plant a church, serve a small church Archie Manning as part of a fund- federal loans — such as part-time
or go to the mission field, said Philip raiser for Heritage Christian.
ministry work with one of the 60-plus
Goad, Heritage Christian’s vice presicongregations in this northwest
dent for university advancement.
Alabama hub of Churches of Christ.
“It’s like they’ve got a house payment on their
Some take out loans anyway.
hands,” Goad said of the debt racked up by many
“We can’t keep students from borrowing money,”
students. “But they don’t have a house. They’ve just
Jones said. “We just don’t want to be the reason they
got a lot of debt.”
borrow money.”
Dale Jenkins, pulpit minister for the Spring
Meadows Church of Christ in Spring Hill, Tenn.,
COMING SOON: What are other universities associated with Churches
said he regularly hears from preachers getting out
of Christ doing to make higher education more affordable for ministry
of full-time ministry because of financial concerns.
students? To share feedback, email bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org.
FROM PAGE 1
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Glenn Newton, right, prays before Arnelious
Crenshaw speaks at Heritage Christian’s “Elevate.”
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For Missions
Sponsored by Church of Christ India Missions

An old, but strong, Hindu woman got off the bus and walked to the
Purpose & Vision Children’s Home. She spoke no English, but begged to
see the director, Vardhan Raj.
Because of her passion, he and I hopped on his motorcycle and drove
the dirt roads to her village. No Christians lived there. They do now.
She brought us to the home of seven-year-old Santhi. A home? Home
was three mud-brick walls, a palm frond roof, one bed woven of bicycle
innertubes and two pots. Sandeep sat on the bed, passionless and passive.
Dazed.
His mother lay under two thin sheets—her death bed—tuberculosis.
His father had died two years ago. A farming accident.
She feebly begged us to take care of her boy. She knew we were
Christians. And that we cared. Word gets around.
My eyes fill whenever I think about the tragic joy on her face as
Vardhan and I assured her that we would help Santhi. We would care for
him. We would love him, rear him and teach him the gospel of Jesus.

Share
Jesus.

Two days later, on Monday, we quietly introduced Santhi to the other
children at Purpose & Vision. Tuesday, I started my 36 hours trip home.
When I arrived in Memphis, a friend met me with the news I expected.
Santhi’s mother was dead. And Santhi is safe. Healthy. And loved.
It’s great to make a difference. Jesus called us to just this!
David “Tud” Nance

David@IndiaMissions.net

www.IndiaMissions.org

Degrees Designed for Real World
Ministry. Degrees Designed for You.

BACHELOR OF ARTS
The B.A. is a 128-hour program
designed with an emphasis on
preaching and communication
of the gospel. Includes Christian
service mentoring and mission
work each semester.

MASTER OF MINISTRY
The Master of Ministry is a
36-hour program that seeks to
enhance the service and
leadership of persons who are
engaged in ministry.

It’s simple with WBS.
Become a web teacher today at
www.worldbibleschool.net

MASTER OF ARTS
The Master of Arts is a 36-hour
program that enables students
to read and interpret biblical
texts in their original languages.
Students will engage in rigorous
academic research.

All programs are available
anywhere in the world via
Distance Learning.

MASTER OF DIVINITY
The MDiv is a 75-hour program
that equips students for
leadership in a congregation.
Students will develop a holistic
ministry plan that addresses the
needs of a Christian community.

HCU Office of Admissions
www.hcu.edu * 256.766.6610
PO Box HCU, Florence, AL 35630

Students are waiting.
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Friday & Saturday, February 27-28, 2015
HOSTED BY The Oklahoma City Churches of Christ

Bill Watkins
“God’s Blueprint for Living“

Dale Hartman
“God’s Blueprint for Holiness“

Dan Chambers
“God’s Blueprint for Courage“

Harold Redd
“God’s Blueprint for Endurance“

www.affirmingthefaithok.com

HELD AT North MacArthur Church of Christ • 9300 N. MacArthur • Oklahoma City, OK • 405.621.5962

Associate Minister

Evangelist Seeking a Position

North Tampa Church of Christ

My name is John W Smith. I have a BA degree in English. I have MA degrees in Bible,
Education & English. I have written 15 books and sold 1.4 million copies. I am 77 years old,
(it isn’t my fault, it’s my parents fault.) I am a gifted speaker, very physically active and in
excellent health. I am not looking for a place to “retire.” I am looking for an “unusual” congregation; one that is truly seeking the person that “God” wants them to have; a congregation
that is on fire for God, or at least wants to be; a congregation that believes strongly in prayer;
the indwelling Holy Spirit; the absolute authority of scripture and Restoration principles; a
congregation that is not “in love” with change, but is not “afraid” of it either. My only desire is
to use the gifts and the experience that God has given for His Glory.

seeking associate minister to assist in the
spiritual and numerical growth of our congregation
and it’s youth. Limited pulpit responsibilities.
Professional training preferred (college graduate
or completion of an accredited ministerial school).

Forward your resume to:

ntpacofcfamily@aol.com
Attn: Minister Search Committee

See our website at www.ntcofc.org

Don’t miss the latest
news from
The Christian Chronicle!
Sign up for our
email blast today.
Send your email address to:
joy.mcmillon@
christianchronicle.org

You may contact me at: john@johnwsmith.com or (918) 645-1884

Full-time Minister

Managing Couple
Ne e d e d

The Westside Church of Christ in Ames,
Iowa is currently seeking a full-time
minister. The qualified applicant will
provide spiritual leadership and guidance
to the membership of the Westside Church
of Christ. He will preach, teach, and give
primary leadership in the ministries of
Worship, Teaching, and Evangelism.

Partners In Progress is seeking
a couple to manage the
Ship of Life in Cambodia.

adsgreat@gmail.com

For further information
contact us at:

If you desire to be considered for this
position, please submit your resume with
two sermons (audio and/or video) to:
For further information contact:
Anthony Santiago 515-291-0452

Personnel management
experience would be helpful.

PIPWEM@aol.com

Youth Minister Position
Airport Freeway Church of Christ
located in Euless, TX is seeking a
full-time Youth Minister. The Youth
Minister will develop and implement
a vision and strategy for evangelism
and spiritual development among
6th–12th grades teens in our church
family and our community.
If interested, send your resume to:

airportfreewaycoc@gmail.com
For more information contact

Wes Sharbine at 817-832-1583
www.airportfreewaychurchofchrist.org

The perfect gift for ministerial
students and graduates.
The Funeral and Wedding Handbook
AVAILABLE AT:
CBS Publishing Co:
(800) 537-1080
21st Century Christian
Gospel Advocate
Moyer’s Family Bookstore
Amazon.com
or your local book store

Paperback 2199

www.robertblairbooks.com
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IMAGES PROVIDED BY BILL WIIST

A sampling of the Bible verse sketches that Bill Wiist posts on Facebook each night. Illustrating the Scriptures in pencil and chalk is a passion of the Pennsylvania church member.

Nightly Bible sketches inspire artist
AT A LOW POINT in his life, Bill Wiist found comfort
in giving visual expression to God’s holy words.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

W

SHAMOKIN DAM, Pa.
hen Matthew A. Wiist
left home for U.S.
Marine Corps boot
camp in 2009, he asked
a favor of his father, Bill,
a talented artist.
The son requested that his dad
pick an inspirational quote each day,
draw a sketch illustrating the words
and send the artwork to the young
Marine as motivation.
For Bill Wiist, that daily exercise
turned into a spiritual discipline.
Faced with a failed marriage and
a lost job, the father — a former
preacher who later worked as a
newspaper advertising designer —
sought comfort in the Psalms and
poured his soul into nightly drawings depicting specific verses.
“I needed to keep inspired and
keep my spirit up,” said Bill Wiist,
47, a member of the Susquehanna
Valley Church of Christ here in
central Pennsylvania.
Starting in 2010, Bill Wiist began
illustrating a Scripture each night for

himself. But when he started posting
the Old and New Testament images
on Facebook, he found that they
encouraged others, too.
“I remember the day he began
these daily illustrations of Scripture,”
said Mike Wiist, Bill’s younger
brother, who preaches for the
Murray Park Church of Christ in
Murray, Utah. “It seemed like a sort
of lifeline for him.”
As he rebuilt his life, Bill Wiist —
an alumnus of Heritage Christian
University in Florence, Ala. — met
his future wife, Nancy, on the online
dating site eHarmony.com.
After he relocated to Pennsylvania to
be near her, a fellow church member
told him about an opening for a
graphic artist at nearby Bloomsburg
University. When he left Indiana, Bill
Wiist didn’t bring a formal portfolio
with him. But he did have a selfpublished book of his Bible verse
drawings, which he showed the hiring
manager. He got the job.
Despite his busy schedule, his
nightly routine remains the same:
He uses pencil, chalk and toned
paper to give visual expression to

BOBBY ROSS JR.

In a basement studio at his central Pennsylvania home, Bill Wiist — a member of the
Susquehanna Valley Church of Christ — works to develop his oil painting skills.
God’s holy words.
Reading, reflecting and drawing
the sketches takes Wiist roughly an
hour a night — a time commitment
that has the full support of his wife,
who believes the exercise benefits
his spiritual walk.
“You can’t just draw something
you didn’t think about,” Nancy Wiist
said. “It does make you think a lot

more about the detail of the verse.”
Said Bill Wiist of the drawings: “No
matter what else has happened, at the
end of the day I still feel like I’ve done
something positive with my life.”
THE ARTIST IS DONATING proceeds from 2015 sales
of his Bible sketch books to benefit Amanda Eisenhauer,
a 29-year-old church member in need of a life-saving
lung transplant. Search “wiist 365” on Amazon.com.
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DAVE SMITH

Nilisa Arkward from Long Island, N.Y., Derek Lopez from Princeton, N.J., and Kaylie Niehls from
Pottstown, Pa., enjoy a “get-acquainted” activity during Youth Advance in Malvern, Pa.

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Bill McGee, minister for the Tabernacle Church of Christ in New Jersey, stretches as Youth Advance participants start the Saturday session with light
exercise. “We had some girls in the group show us some yoga stretches,” said McGee, the event’s facilitator. “I was giving it my best.”

DAVE SMITH
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BOBBY ROSS JR.

Destiny Chase, upper left, from Manchester, N.H., and other teen “ambassadors” sent by Churches of
Christ work on a leadership skills assessment during the Youth Advance event in Malvern, Pa.

Building the future, and present, of the church
YOUTH ADVANCE WORKS to identify and train the most outstanding teen leaders in the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic states
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

I
DAVE SMITH

Youth Advance participant Haley Wicks attends
the Wetzel Road Church of Christ in Liverpool, N.Y.

MALVERN, Pa.
n a hotel meeting room northwest of Philadelphia, a grayhaired facilitator sings karaoke
with a group of teens.
The playlist ranges from
Katy Perry’s “Roar” to the Beatles’
“Yellow Submarine” to the hit “Let It
Go” from the “Frozen” movie.
“This is so pretty,” the facilitator
— Bill McGee — proclaims as he
emphasizes every syrupy word of
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”
As the music fades, the atmosphere turns more serious — but
not too serious.

Students take their seats as
McGee, minister for the Tabernacle
Church of Christ in New Jersey,
teaches a lesson on
“The Relationship
Bank Account.” The
focus: treating every
relationship — at
home, school or
church — as a spiritual opportunity.
For 30-plus years,
Mahoney
Youth Advance has
worked to identify and train the
most outstanding teenage leaders in
Churches of Christ in the Northeast
and Mid-Atlantic states.
“The most important thing I

learned was, to be a leader you have
to serve alongside the people you
are leading,” said Julia Mahoney, 16,
a member of the Newark Church of
Christ in Delaware. “You can’t just
tell them what to do. … You have to
actually set an example for them.”
The annual weekend seminar
began in 1982 as a recruiting tool
for Northeastern Christian Junior
College in Villanova, Pa.
When Northeastern Christian
closed in 1993 and merged with Ohio
Valley University in Vienna, W.Va., the
event disappeared for a few years.
But a group of area Christians who
saw value in Youth Advance revived it.
“It really challenges these students

to think deeper than just the one
hour (of worship) on Sunday
morning,” said Ryan Ice, youth
minister for the Grand Central
Church of Christ in Vienna, W.Va.
Individual congregations select
representatives — called “ambassadors” — to attend Youth Advance,
said Matt Wilson, the organization’s
president.
“It’s not like a regular youth rally,
with a $25 fee,” said Wilson, 32, who
participated himself while growing
up in the Cedars Church of Christ in
Wilmington, Del. “The students or
the churches are paying $220 for their
student to come here. It is an investment for a small church to make.”

Youth Advance particularly benefits small congregations that have
only a few teens and can’t afford to
hire a youth minister,
said McGee, a
former men’s
basketball coach
at Northeastern
Christian and Ohio
Valley.
“Youth Advance
gives these kids
Davis
confidence to lead,”
said McGee, the organization’s vice
president.
Two years ago, the event —
traditionally conducted in the
Philadelphia area — expanded to a

second venue in Columbus, Ohio.
On back-to-back weekends, the
most recent annual seminars drew a
combined 73 student ambassadors
and 27 adult youth leaders/ministers from nine states.
Organizers seek partners interested in taking Youth Advance to
more areas.
“You hear older people say all
the time: ‘You’re the future of the
church,’” said Logan Davis, 17, a
member of the Pitman Road Church
of Christ in Sewell, N.J. “Youth
Advance is really giving us the
opportunity to develop our skills.”
WEBSITE: www.youthadvance.com

DAVE SMITH

Youth Advance participant Isabella Isaziga attends
the Pitman Road Church of Christ in Sewell, N.J.
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Please help Amanda.

Amanda Eisenhauer is a
member of the church of
Christ in Hummels Wharf,
PA. Born July 28, 1985,
Amanda was diagnosed
with Cystic Fibrosis. She is
in need of a life-saving lung
transplant the cost of which
could exceeed $500,000.
We ask that you keep Amanda in your prayers and,
if you are able, help her meet the needs for this
costly procedure. Thank you and God bless you.
Read more about Amanda and donate here:

cotaforamandae.com

The 38-year-old
AMEN Ministry
connects Christians
in the United States
Military with local churches
of Christ both overseas and in the U.S.
Please send name, email, and other contact
info to:

AMEN Ministry
amen@amenministry.info
135 Larchmont Drive
Hendersonville, NC 28791
828-891-4480

Come join our team
We are looking for the right person as
our ‘outside’ representative. You can
look forward to travel and visiting with
many of our brethren. You would
promote our Ministry, and maintain
contacts as you seek new funding
partnerships.
You, just might be that person!
Call, write or email today, before the
opportunity is gone.
Call. Let’s
help save
some souls!

N O W A F AV O R I T E O F
MORE COUNTRIES
MORE SCHOOLS
MORE STUDENTS

800-842-8345

T H E B I B L E.

email: spanishliterature@sbcglobal.net

M I L L I O N D OL L A R S U N D AY

W E W A N T E V E R Y O N E T O G E T I T.

Reaching New Levels of Faith
• Teaches five basic levels of faith.
• Gives reader biblical reasons for growth.
• Explains the struggles of faith development.
• Shows how Bible characters grew in faith.
• Discussion questions for classroom settings.
• Focuses solely on the Bible.

S A V E T H E D AY
9/27/15

$11.95 + Shp
Order by email at:
Curtis1960@gmail.com

EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION
800-486-1818

M i l l i o n D o l l a r S u n d a y. o r g

Or call: 918-616-5967
EEM February 2015 Chronicle Ad.indd 1
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LINGUIST STANLEY MORRIS details the delicate balance required to produce a new, English-language Bible

Don’t seek the ‘gist’ of Scripture — get it right

Isn’t translating the Bible a
rather humbling experience?
It is. How could it be otherwise
when one translates such passages
as Romans 12:3, “Don’t think you are
better than you really are. Instead,
be modest in the way you think.” Or
Romans 12:16, “Mix with humble
people; don’t try to be clever. Don’t
think you are ‘wise.’” Or Philippians
2:3-4, “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceited pride.”
Spending most of my life translating the entire Bible was definitely
worth every minute. What task
could be more important than that?
It was like running a marathon.
Just focus on putting one foot in
front of the other, and continue
doing that until you reach the 26th
mile. It doesn’t matter if there’s a big
cheering crowd at the finish line to
greet you or not.

BY Lynn Mcmillon | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

lifelong love of Greek, Hebrew and the
Word of God helped 74-year-old Stanley
Morris complete his magnum opus —
a new translation of the Bible.
The International English Bible, or IEB, offers
the entire text at a fourth grade reading level,
complete with 18,000 notes, an introduction
to each book and 61 colorful charts, maps
and detailed satellite images of the lands
mentioned in Scripture.
Morris’ love of biblical languages dates back
to 1960, when he sat in a Greek class taught
by legendary scholar Hugo McCord on the
campus of Oklahoma Christian College (now
University) in Oklahoma City. Later he studied
Hebrew with McCord.
After four years of graduate study at Harding
School of Theology in Memphis, Tenn., Morris
moved to Cincinnati for further study at
Hebrew Union. From there he received an invitation from the translations department of the
American Bible Society in New York to work as
an editor of scholarly biblical texts and foreignlanguage manuscripts. He earned a master’s
and a doctorate in linguistics and studied
cultural anthropology.
In 1981, he completed a translation of the
New Testament, the Simple English Bible, and
has worked continually to refine it.
He and his wife, Sheila, live near Branson, Mo.
There are so many English
translations of the Bible. Why
make another one?
Because no translation of the Bible
is perfect. There is always room for
improvement.
Unlike the ancient prophets and
the apostles of Christ, Bible translators are not inspired. The principal
task of a faithful Bible translator is
to accurately convey the meaning of
the original Hebrew, Aramaic and
Greek texts of the Bible.
People in all periods have yearned
to know what the Bible really means
to them. How can it be a good
translation if people are failing to
comprehend the true meaning? The
popular axiom, “The more literal

Don Codillo

For Stanley Morris, producing a new Bible translation was a lifelong labor of love.

the translation is, the more accurate
it is,” is misleading because idioms
do not usually translate well into
another language. We need to know
what cultural idioms in the Bible
meant originally and how we should
understand their equivalents in our
present-day language.
A translator must avoid the
extremes of being too literal or too
general — paraphrasing. Instead,
one must stay in the middle of the
road, preserving the actual literal
wording as closely as possible, but,
at the same time, expressing naturally the sense of what was originally
written by the inspired authors.
We want to communicate both
the deep structure and the surface
structure of the original text of the
Bible. We do not seek the “gist” of
Scripture. Neither do we want to
inject our own private interpretations
into the holy text. Bible translators
must be as objective as possible and
not be swayed by personal biases.
They’ve got to get it right!

What are a few features of your
translation?
We consistently use “immerse”
and “immersion” instead of “baptize”
and “baptism” because of the
original meaning of the Greek
words, baptizo and baptisma. In
1525, William Tyndale, the father
of the English Bible, translated it
as “immersion.” The King James
Version revisers changed it in 1611.
Also, you will not find the English
word “church” in the text of the IEB
because that is a traditional rendering
of the Greek word ekklesia.
Tyndale properly translated it as
“congregation” in 1525, but King
James I commanded the KJV translators to replace Tyndale’s “congregation” with the word “church.”
The original Greek word always
meant God’s people — not an institution, a church building, or a denomination. Those did not exist in the
first century. Therefore, the word
“church,” though familiar, is not an
accurate translation.

How does one know that he
is qualified to take on such a
challenge?
After studying diligently — directly
under the tutelage of Gamaliel-like
teachers such as Eugene A. Nida and
Bruce Metzger as well as scholarly
brethren such as Hugo McCord and
Jack P. Lewis — I prayed that I was
ready to climb that tall mountain. I
gleaned all that I could from them and
other professors, but, in the end, it
really came down to knowing that this
undertaking was a calling from God.
There comes a time when one
merely needs to step up and take on
the responsibility to use a God-given
talent. That is one’s purpose on earth.
At the same time, I knew that Proverbs 15:22 is true: “Plans fail without
good advice. But plans succeed when
you get advice from many others.”
God needed a simple man to
accomplish his purpose for a great
majority of people in the world who
do not understand the Bible.
Download the first six chapters of Genesis
and the first four chapters of John from the
International English Bible at www.IEBible.net.
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Pulpit Minister/Evangelist Needed
.

Youth Minister Search
The Kings Crossing Church of Christ in
Corpus Christi, Texas, is accepting
resumes for the position of Youth Minister.
We are a diverse congregation in south
Texas with an average Sunday morning
attendance of 350. We are trusting in the
Lord to send us the right person to take our
young people where they are in their
individual relationships with God, to model
Jesus’ teaching and Spirit, and to lead them
into greater growth in the grace and
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Resumes will be received and responded
to until March 1, 2015.

If you believe the Lord could use you to minister
to the souls of young people in beautiful south Texas
please send a current resume, a photo or family photo
and (if available) a CD/DVD of a lesson, sermon, or
presentation to:

Attn: Elders
Kings Crossing Church of Christ
5901 Yorktown Blvd.
Corpus Christi, TX 78414
kccoc.office@gmail.com

For detailed info, call Les Maloney at 361.992.7985

The Eastside Church of Christ in Terre Haute, Indiana, is a diverse and
vibrant congregation of 240 strong.Our spiritual family has many of the most
loving, giving and serving saints in the Lord’s church, and we are seeking a man
of God to preach, teach, and work beside 4 elders, 9 deacons, and a youth minister.
Terre Haute is a wonderful city of 60,000 located 75 miles west of Indianapolis
along the Wabash River. It is home to 5 colleges/universities, an excellent
school corporation, many outstanding city and county parks, and a bicycle trail
network. The area-wide Churches of Christ sponsor a Christian summer youth
camp just outside our city limits known as Camp Wabashi. Terre Haute is a
great place to raise and educate a family.
The applicant must be solidly grounded and schooled in the scripture, exude
passion and enthusiasm for the Lord’s work, have at least 5 years of pulpit
speaking within the churches of Christ, and have evidence of a successful
ministry. A status of married with children is preferred, but not required.
Salary is commensurate with experience.
To be considered for this position, forward your resume, a DVD or links
to 3 sermon videos, and 3 letters of recommendation with their phone
and email contact information to:
Tom Woodason, Elder
135 Woodbine Dr.
Terre Haute, IN 47803
Or email to: tomwoodason@joink.com
“In matters of faith, unity. In matters of opinion, liberty. In all things, love.”

w w w. e a s t s i d e c h u rc h o f c h r i s t . u s

Potter Children’s Home and
Family Ministries in Bowling Green,
Kentucky, is seeking a Counselor for our
SPARK(Single Parent’s Alliance for
Raising Kids) program.
The counselor/therapist is responsible for assessing
personality/temperament, aptitude, and counseling needs of
single-parent families, developing a counseling plan, meeting each
age-appropriate family member weekly for individual and family
counseling until counseling goals are met and additional needs/goals
assessed are achieved, and maintaining appropriate records.
The counselor must be an active faithful member of the Church of
Christ. They must have a master’s level degree in counseling, social
work, or marriage and family therapy. They should be licensed in
Kentucky, be eligible for licensure or be willing to pursue their license.
Experience in direct counseling is preferrable. Knowledge of play
therapy woud be ideal. See our website for further info.
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If interested, contact Tom Doty,
Minister of Family Services,
at 270.843.3038 or tom@potterministries.org

w w w. p o t t e r m i n i s t r i e s . o r g
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McFARLAND: Couple featured in movie give credit to God
FROM PAGE 3

For Jim White, McFarland High’s
nine cross-country state championships highlighted a 40-year teaching
and coaching career.
In real life, the runners prayed
before each race.
“They only showed one prayer in
the movie, but at least they showed
that,” Cheryl White said. “We know
that this is totally God’s blessing.
“We’re just country bumpkins,”
she said. “We’re not used to all this
media and all this attention. How do
you explain this? It’s a God thing.”

THEY LOVED GOD, AND HIS CHILDREN

Jim White opened his Bible to
Proverbs 22:29: “Do you see a man
who excels in his work? He will stand
before kings.”
The retired coach applies that
Scripture to his own experience.
“We didn’t do anything really that
we felt to have a movie about us,”
he said. “A Christian should seek
to do everything well, and in doing
those things either big or small,
opportunities have been presenting
themselves to us.”
Said Cheryl White: “We were both
young, came there, lived there and
did our thing. The Bible says, whatever you can find to do, do the best
you can. Basically, both of us loved
being with the kids.”
Ryun Fisher, a member of the
Westside Church of Christ in
Bakersfield, Calif., grew up on a cotton farm west of McFarland.
As a boy, Fisher ran for Jim White
and attended church with him.
Fisher recalled that the Whites’
home was always open to everyone,
be it the cross-country team or the
church youth group.
“He was a man of God, and he
shared his faith with the kids,” said
Fisher, 46, a seventh-grade math
teacher inspired by Jim White’s
example. “I know some of them
became believers because of him.”

HIGH STANDARDS, GRACEFUL PRESENCE

The movie portrays the Whites as
the parents of two school-age daughters at the time of McFarland High’s
first state title in 1987.
Actually, they have three daugh-

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMI BELL

Jim and Cheryl White, with daughter Jami Bell and granddaughter Kirstin, pose by a poster for “McFarland, USA.” The new Disney
movie follows the 1987 McFarland High School cross-country team that Jim White coached to an improbable state title.
ters — Tami Wolfe, Julie Tuttle and
Jami Bell — all of whom had left
home by then to attend Lubbock
Christian University in Texas.
What made Jim White such a fantastic coach? Bell said
her father mixed high
expectations with a
graceful presence: He
made students believe
they could live up to
his standards.
“He builds confidence in his runners,
Wolfe
but more than that,
just people around
him in general,” Bell
said. Asked what is
so special about her
parents that Disney
made a movie, she
replied, “Nothing
and everything! That
is why it is so great. Tuttle
They were just living
and raising us to love the Lord and
showing others Jesus.
“The word I would use now
but didn’t understand when I was

younger is ‘seamless,’” she added,
“making every part of your life to be
to the Father’s glory and never being
just a ‘Sunday morning Christian.’”
Wolfe said her parents — now
grandparents of 10 and greatgrandparents of two, with another
on the way — are just “normal,
humble and giving people.”
“They provided us with a wonderful example of what a home, marriage and life should look like when
Christ is at the center of it,” she said.
Jim White said it’s a “weird,
unusual” feeling to watch your own
life unfold on the big screen.
But the retired coach — who
makes a cameo at the end — predicts “McFarland, USA” will touch
moviegoers’ hearts.
“We’ve seen it three times, and we
know the story, and we’ve teared up
all three times,” he said.
LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN plans a special screening of
“McFarland, USA,” tentatively set for Feb. 17. Jim
and Cheryl White and their three daughters hope to
attend. For more information, call (806) 720-7802
or email pam.miller@lcu.edu.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMI BELL

Actor Kevin Costner and Jim White, the
coach Costner portrays, stand outside
McFarland High School in California.
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EMPOWERED by the GRACE of GOD
Successfully “walking the walk” with the help of the Holy Spirit.

by Garth Black

Do you often feel overwhelmed
with the difficulties of your life?
Do you often feel that you are
at the end of your rope with daily
struggles?
As a Christian, there is strength
and power available to you
through the Holy Spirit to meet
the challenges of life. Why, when,
and how you receive this power
from God through the Spirit are
questions that this book addresses.

consider including
The Christian Chronicle
in your will or estate plan

For complete information about the book
and author, as well as to order, contact:
garthblack.tateauthor.com

The Heritage Circle is composed
of those who bless the Chronicle
through their will or estate plan.

Help secure the future
of The Christian Chronicle.
Call Stephen Eck of the Chronicle Planned
Giving Office for assistance at (405) 425-5080.
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c h i l d r e n a n d fa m i l i e s
AGAPE CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Children served
by this nonprofit, supported by
Churches of Christ, are striding in
style thanks to Payless ShoeSource.
The retailer named Agape as an
official partner of Payless Gives
Shoes 4 Kids. Selected from 700 applicants nationwide, Agape received 200
gift certificates valued at $20 each
for distribution to children in underresourced communities in the region.
Workers with Agape transported
children from the Raleigh and Frayser
communities to Payless stores. “The
children were so excited to go to the
store, pick out their own new shoes
and pay for them with their Payless
card,” said Marquis McPherson,
youth outreach specialist.

HI G HER ED U CAT I O N
FREED-HARDEMAN UNIVERSITY

HENDERSON, Tenn. — The Commission
on Collegiate Nursing Education has
accredited Freed-Hardeman’s baccalaureate program in nursing.
The accreditation “communicates
to prospective students that they are
coming to a reputable program,” said
Chris White, the program’s chairman,
“and assures potential employers
that our students are engaged in a
rigorous program of study committed
to the high academic and professional
standards they desire.”
Forty-one juniors and seniors are
enrolled in the university’s Bachelor
of Science in Nursing and RN to
BSN programs.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY PEPPERDINE UNIVERSITY

Surf’s up, Bibles open: Pepperdine launches seaside chapel

Students at Pepperdine University in Malibu, Calif., gather on Zuma beach at 7 a.m. to participate in Surf Chapel, a new convocation
program. Robert Shearer, assistant professor of decision science, leads students in worship before they head into the water to surf.
Campaigners will travel to cities
including Bauru, Campinas, Curitiba
and Rio de Janeiro, visiting churches
in hopes of making a spiritual impact
and forming lasting relationships.

K - 12 s c h oo l s

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

BAURU, Brazil — This South American
city is one of many that Oklahoma
Christian students will have the
opportunity to visit through the
university’s Brazil summer campaign,
revived after a 20-year hiatus.
Lee Anne Paris, associate dean
of academics, and Mel Latorre,
missionary in residence, grew up
in Brazil in missionary families and
fondly remember hosting the OC
campaign as children.
So the pair plans to “revive that
tradition,” Paris told the university’s
student news service, The Talon.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MOUNT DORA BIBLE SCHOOL

Elementary students in Mount Dora sled
down a hill during their Florida snow day.

MOUNT DORA BIBLE SCHOOL

MOUNT DORA, Fla. — Children in Florida
rarely — if ever — get a snow day.
That changed after Mount Dora
Bible School’s Student Government
Association hosted bake sales and
other fundraisers to hire a snow-

making machine. They blanketed
the elementary school with 6 tons
of snow during the school’s homecoming week. The students, some
of whom had never seen snow, had
snowball fights, built snowmen and
slid down a hill on plastic lunch trays.

OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

EDMOND, Okla. — Oklahoma Christian
Academy is growing — fast.
“God is blessing OCA,” said
President Brandon Tatum. “Over
the past two years we’ve seen an
enrollment increase of 64 percent.”
The school has more than 350
students. “It’s put us in a position
where we need to enhance our facilities, and we need to grow.”
For that reason, the school
recently purchased 35 acres, about
four miles south of its current
facility. Leaders plan to start a feasibility study to prioritize the phases
of construction, Tatum said.
The school received several gifts
from donors who asked to remain
anonymous to help purchase the land,
he added, and seeks additional funds
for construction of the new facilities.

s p o T LI G H T

Picked for leadership
Two faculty members at universities associated with Churches of
Christ recently were
named to leadership
positions in their
respective states’
education programs.
In Nashville, Tenn.,
Candice McQueen,
dean of Lipscomb
University’s College McQueen
of Education, was
named commissioner
of the Tennessee
Department of
Education by Gov.
Bill Haslam.
In Oklahoma City,
Robyn Miller, School
of Education chair at
Oklahoma Christian Miller
University, was picked
to oversee policy research and development for the Oklahoma State
Department of Education by new
state Superintendent Joy Hofmeister.
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editorial

On elder expectations

T

his month, on Page 1, ministers and
leaders of Latino ministries discuss the
challenges of appointing elders — men
tasked with the spiritual and financial oversight of the Lord’s body.
Many Hispanic congregations don’t yet
have elders. While we salute the hardworking ministers and missionaries who
nurture these churches, we urge them to
strive for the kind of leadership we see
modeled in the New Testament. Repeatedly,
ministers stressed the potential dangers of
one-man leadership in Hispanic churches.
Miguel Bustillos, a minister in Dallas,
echoed the sentiments of many we interviewed. He fears that there is “a lack of
sound doctrinal teaching in too many
congregations, so that the ... qualities
spoken of in the New Testament are so
legalistically interpreted that they become
disqualifiers that
eliminate anyone
from consideration for the
Reaching Hispanics in the U.S. eldership.”
We urge Latino
congregations appointing elders prayerfully
to consider the examples of godly leaders
we see throughout the Bible. Do not ignore
or circumvent Scripture’s specific qualifications. Careful interpretation is necessary —
at times on a case-by-case basis.
At the same time, please do not interpret
these qualifications in such a stringent
manner that godly men can never hope
to serve. Remember that the elders Paul
appointed on his first missionary journey
were all fairly new converts — and likely of
diverse ethnicities. But they were qualified.
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May we love Muslims as Nigerian Christians do
“Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer
to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”
— Romans 10:1

I

think about this verse when I see news about
the turmoil in northern Nigeria, a region under
siege by the Islamic militant group Boko Haram.
I see this same kind of love Paul talks about in
our Christian brethren there.
My prayer is that we might learn to love Muslims
as much as these Christians do.
I serve as president of Hope Springs International,
PHOTO PROVIDED
a nonprofit that provides deep water wells, training
In northeastern Nigeria, Lee and Barbara Hodges meet
in dry season farming and other self-sustaining
with Christians from Chibok and the region in late 2014.
works in West Africa. Our presence in northern
Nigeria goes back to 2006. We operated a small agri- Boko Haram began to persecute Christians. It has
cultural training farm in Maiduguri — a Christian
now escalated to indiscriminate killing and torture
outpost among more than 2 million Muslims.
of thousands of Muslims as well.
Today our work has moved to a safer location
Yusuf Buba, another school teacher from Chibok
while Maiduguri is virtually surrounded by Boko
and a minister, has to hide his tears from his children
Haram. The Wulari Jerusalem Church of
as they learn that the conflict has claimed
Christ still meets there, though it is only
In the Word more and more homes and the lives of other
about half the size it once was. A large
children — Christian and Muslim alike.
military presence has made Maiduguri a
He doesn’t want his children to grow to
safe haven for thousands that have been
hate Muslims and continue the cycle of
uprooted from their homes.
violence. The conflict “is a prayer issue,”
I contacted Luka Kyari, a school teacher,
he said, and he petitions God fervently to
and asked about his home village of Chibok
protect the lives of the innocent — and to
— where more than 200 schoolgirls,
bring the offenders into a redemptive relaincluding 12 members of Churches of Christ,
tionship with the Messiah.
Lee Hodges
were kidnapped by Boko Haram last April.
The recent deployment of troops from
“Brethren are scattered,” Kyari said.
Cameroon and Chad along their borders
“There are some people who are still living in Chibok with Nigeria is encouraging. We also are hopeful
and congregations that are still meeting to worship,
that Nigeria’s own government will soon respond
but these people are threatened — not only by
appropriately. But, ultimately, the greatest weapon
Boko Haram. They have no market to sell and buy
in this battle is prayer.
necessary things. All children in the region have no
school, and sooner or later hunger will strike, since
LEE HODGES and his wife, Barbara, worship with the NorthField Church
not enough time was given for farm work last year.”
in Hendersonville, Tenn., a satellite campus of the Madison Church of
This terrible conflict began five years ago as
Christ. See www.hopespringsint.com for more information.
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‘Je suis Charlie?’
SHOULD CHRISTIANS support free speech devoid of temperance and love?
y homeland, France, is
rightfully angry and rightfully ready to wage war
on terrorists — after the
deplorable acts of violence
committed against our people.
At the same time, I am concerned
that we are rallying around the
wrong values, that we are taking a
stand in the name of free speech by
supporting speech devoid of temperance and love — the kind of love
the apostle Paul urges us to show in
Ephesians 4:15 as we speak truth.
An unprecedented 4 million
people took to the streets of Paris
and cities across the country
Jean-Benoît Zimmermann, via wikimedia commons
on a recent Sunday, denouncing
A march in Marseilles, France, in support of victims of the Charlie Hebdo shooting.
brutal murders by Islamic extremists. Signs with the words “Je suis
more miracles than all the saints
courageous stand against sin and
Charlie” (“I am Charlie”) popped up
and prophets combined,” the editors
hate — is the key. It was the Father’s
everywhere — from government
wrote, referencing the publication’s
answer to us when we waged unlimbuildings to mosques.
unifying effect on the French people. ited war against Heaven.
The signs reference the French
Christiane Taubira, our Minister of
While France mourns 17 deaths,
satirical publication Charlie Hebdo,
Justice, said at a ceremony for one of thousands of Christ-followers in the
which published inflammatory
the cartoonists that, in the homeland Middle East suffer at the hands of
cartoons of the prophet Muhammad of “Voltaire and irreverence, we have the Islamic State, evicted from their
that were insulting to Muslims.
the right to laugh at all religions.”
homes, tortured and killed for their
On Jan. 7, two gunmen
Mockery might be a legal
refusal to deny Christ. In northern
Views
entered the magazine’s
right in France, but when
Nigeria, countless Christians —
offices and killed 12 people
has it ever been a moral
and Muslims — are suffering at the
— cartoonists, editors,
right? Have we forgotten the hands of Boko Haram.
police officers, even a maindestructive power of words
Recently I saw an interview from
tenance worker. More
— or drawings, in this case?
Lebanon with Iraqi Christian refuattacks followed, including a
Mockery is incompatible
gees whose families were slaughhostage-taking at a Kosher
with a Christian worldview.
tered and homes were destroyed by
grocery store that ended in
In Romans 14, Paul tells us
the militants.
the deaths of four hostages.
that we shouldn’t use our
They could have said plenty about
Philippe Dauner
In addition to denouncing
freedom to “put any stumhow their rights have been violated.
the violence, the marches
bling block or obstacle in the
Instead, they prayed for their
reaffirmed the French people’s
way of a brother or sister.”
persecutors. That’s what Jesus
strong belief in freedom of speech
Actually, Charlie Hebdo’s nosetaught them, and they were faithful
— one of the cornerstones of our
thumb toward Muhammad holds the to that difficult calling.
constitution.
real response to the terrorist attacks.
The church in France — and
Soon after, Charlie Hebdo
The cover shows the prophet
throughout the world — must show
published its “survivors’ issue” —
holding a “Je suis Charlie” sign with
that same spirit, and trust in God’s
featuring yet another caricature of
the words “Tout est pardonné” (“All
mercy. Please pray with us for the
Muhammad on the cover — and sold is forgiven”) above him. A writer for
victims’ families, for the people
millions of copies almost instantly.
the weekly said the cover means that responsible, for our political leaders
In its lead editorial, the publication the publication’s workers forgive the
and for the repentance and salvation
bragged that the number of people
extremists for the attack.
of all of my countrymen.
who marched in Paris far exceeded
“It is not the cover that the world
any church service.
wanted us to do,” said Renald
Philippe Dauner, a French national, is a
missionary who works with the Church of Christ in
“For the past week, Charlie, an
Luzier, the cartoonist.
Marseilles, France.
atheist newspaper, has achieved
Forgiveness — supported by a
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LETTERS

Appreciation for
Ferguson churches
I just wanted to tell you how
much I appreciate the articles
that have been done concerning ministers who have led their
congregations in spiritual protest
rather than physical protest in
regard to wrongs they have seen.
(See “Worship is our protest,”
Page 1, January.)
Ephesians reminds us that we
are in a spiritual war — not a fleshand-blood one. The devil keeps trying to take our minds off of that by
attacking the fleshly part of us.
We must not allow him to distract us from who we have been
called to be. There will be times
when we will be outraged by
things in this life, but we should
surrender them to God’s will rather than handle them with worldly
wisdom. Thank you for allowing
this message to be taught.
Shawn Hart | Roseburg, Ore.

Praise for ministry
of pedophile’s son
Thank you, Jimmy Hinton, for
speaking out boldly on this. (See
“A child molester’s son shines a
light,” Page 3, January.)
Praying for your continued
healing and wisdom as the Spirit
guides you on your path.
Jon Matthew Wrye | Cordova, Tenn.

I appreciate the courage that it
took to expose this horrible situation. I have struggled all my life
with hating the abusers instead of
hating what they did. Forgiveness
is very difficult for me.
I pray that God will turn what
Satan meant for evil into something for his glory. I have had
good success with Celebrate
Recovery, a Christ-centered
recovery group for life’s hurts,
habits and hang-ups.
Keith Lewis | Florence, Ala.

Jimmy, there are few words to
describe your courage and godly
leadership. Thank you.
Scott Lambert | El Segundo, Calif.
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acu.edu
College of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean • ACU Box 9210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210

The Department of Art and Design invites applications for a nine-month,
tenure-track position as assistant or associate professor beginning August
2015 to serve as program director and teach in its CIDA-accredited interior
design program. Candidates are expected to have a terminal degree in
interior design or architecture. Proficiency in computer design technology
and demonstrated potential for teaching and scholarly endeavors is
expected. Applicants must have strong communication skills and interest in
the development of students. Preference will be given to applicants who
have professional design experience, involvement in professional
organizations, and who are NCIDQ credentialed. A portfolio of student
and/or professional work may be requested. Applications are encouraged
by Dec. 15, 2014. Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/art and blogs.acu.edu/artanddesign.
The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry invites applications
for a tenure-track position as assistant or associate professor in organic
chemistry beginning Fall 2015. The successful candidate will demonstrate
a commitment to excellence in teaching and in research appropriate for an
undergraduate department. An M.S. in organic chemistry is required, with
a Ph.D. and post-doctoral experience preferred. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/chemistry.

College of Biblical Studies

Dr. Ken Cukrowski, Dean • ACU Box 29400, Abilene, Texas 79699-9400

The Department of Marriage and Family Studies invites applications
and nominations in writing for a tenure-track faculty position as
assistant or associate professor of marriage and family therapy,
beginning in Fall 2015. The M.M.F.T. program at ACU has held continuous
COAMFTE-accreditation since 1983. The candidate will be expected to
teach courses relative to couples therapy, research methods in MFT, and
others assigned by the chair; supervise graduate interns; mentor student
research; and accept departmental, college and university committee
assignments. The candidate should possess a well-defined program
of research as evidenced by peer-reviewed publications and presentations;
demonstrate competence in the integration of theological and spiritual
issues with therapy; must hold the Ph.D. in marriage and family therapy
or a closely related mental health discipline; exhibit competence as a
classroom teacher; demonstrate eligibility for licensure as an LMFT in the
State of Texas; and hold Clinical Membership and Approved Supervisor or
Supervisor Candidate status with the AAMFT. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/mft.
The Department of Bible, Missions and Ministry invites applications
and nominations in writing for a junior-level, tenure-track faculty position,
beginning in Fall 2015. The candidate will be expected to teach General
Education survey courses in New Testament and/or Old Testament and
other courses assigned by the chair; mentor student research; and accept
departmental, college and university committee assignments. The area of

specialization is open (e.g., biblical studies, practical theology, missions,
or other), but the candidate should possess a well-defined program of
research as evidenced by peer-reviewed publications and presentations;
should demonstrate competence in the integration of theological and
spiritual issues with the academic study of religion; should hold an earned
doctorate in one of the major theological disciplines (A.B.D. may be
considered); and should exhibit excellence as a classroom teacher.
Information about the department is available at acu.edu/dbmm.

College of Education and Human Services

Dr. Donnie Snider • ACU Box 28276, Abilene, Texas 79699-8276

The School of Social Work invites applications and/or nominations for
a tenure-track position in the Master of Science in Social Work program.
Rank is open, depending on the qualifications and experience of the
candidate. Although the position is designated as primarily to the
graduate program, the successful candidate will be expected to teach at
the graduate and undergraduate levels. ACU’s School of Social Work offers
the B.S. in Social Work (B.S.S.W.) and the M.S. in Social Work (M.S.S.W.)
degrees. The graduate program has a single concentration, Advanced
Generalist Practice with an Evidence-Based Practice emphasis. Both
programs utilize a capstone experience emphasizing social work research,
with the M.S.S.W. requiring a thesis. The successful candidate should
hold the master’s degree in social work from a CSWE-accredited or
internationally recognized social work program, and a doctorate in social
work or a related field. ABD or MSW with outstanding practice experience
(including teaching) may be considered. Review of applications will begin
Nov. 1, 2014, and continue until the position is filled. Information about
the school is available at acu.edu/socialwork.
See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete
descriptions of these positions. In a letter to the appropriate dean or
chair, applicants should address their qualifications for the position.
They should include in the application a statement of how faith
informs their teaching; a discussion of their spiritual journey;
a curriculum vita; transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work;
and names, addresses and phone numbers of five references. Review
of applicants will begin immediately and continue until the position
is filled. Nominations of and applications from qualified women and
minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ.
All applicants must be professing Christians and be active,
faithful members of a congregation of the Churches of Christ
and deeply committed to service in Christian higher
education. The mission of ACU is to educate
students for Christian serviceand leadership
throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in
employment opportunities.
140388-0215
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Dave Ramsey’s latest digs deeper into Scripture
ave Ramsey is no stranger to
relationships with others.”
personal finance.
This statement reveals the focus
He is best known for his
of this book — stewardship. To
book “The Total Money
Ramsey, that means management.
Makeover” and the nationHe asks readers to consider how
ally syndicated radio and TV shows
they manage the resources —
bearing his name. He’s helped
including, but not limited to, finances
millions of people through his
— that God has entrusted to them.
“Financial Peace University.”
Ramsey assumes the reader knows
Readers who aren’t in immediate
how to make a budget and pay bills,
need of his “get-out-and-stay-out-ofthough he does include a cursory
debt” message may find his latest
overview of his “Baby Steps” to get
book, “The Legacy Journey: A
out of debt and build wealth.
Radical View of Biblical Wealth
This book addresses why we
and Generosity,” more
should be doing these things
relevant to their lives.
In Print
— and ponders the question
While he discusses debt
of what we should do with the
(and it’s clear that his opinwealth that comes as a result
ions on it haven’t changed
of following biblical principles.
in the slightest), this time
Ramsey outlines four
Ramsey has his sights set
“stages” of money. The first,
on helping the reader live
“Now,” focuses on paying bills
and leave a legacy.
and keeping everyone fed.
While Ramsey always
“Then” follows, as we begin
Eric Johansen
has presented his material
thinking about the future, planbased on biblical principles,
ning for retirement.
“The Legacy Journey” makes much
The “Us” stage focuses on leaving
greater use of Scripture than his
an inheritance and taking care of
previous works.
future generations. After that comes
Readers familiar with Ramsey’s
the “Them” stage, which focuses
oftentimes brutal directness may
on leaving a legacy outside of our
find his approach in “The Legacy
immediate family.
Journey” to be gentler — though no
Ramsey outlines “the war on
less to the point. “Wealth demands
success” — those who claim that
maturity,” he writes. “Don’t let
being wealthy is evil. This belief is
wealth lead to laziness in your walk
contrary to God’s design, Ramsey
with God and indifference in your
responds. He addresses some of the

H H H H H
Dave Ramsey. The Legacy Journey:
A Radical View of Biblical Wealth
and Generosity. Brentwood, Tenn.:
Ramsey Press, The Lampo Group, Inc.,
2014. 256 pages. $22.99.
prevalent, toxic beliefs and misunderstandings in our culture about
money and tries to refocus our
thoughts on what God has laid out
in the Bible.
Ramsey wraps up “The Legacy
Journey” by covering generosity.
It’s not something to be done
only at the final “Them” stage, he
writes, but throughout out lives. He

reminds us of Joshua, calling the
reader to “choose today what kind
of a legacy you want to leave.”
The book includes a couple of
bonus chapters. One details the
specifics of investing. Another is
about turning a career into a calling,
for those whose have their interest
piqued by the chapter on work.
New and veteran readers of Dave
Ramsey will appreciate his candor.
Rather than present his opinions as
fact, he carefully points out when
it’s his interpretation or view of
Scripture. With that said, I did not
find anything contrary to the belief
or doctrine of Churches of Christ.
Ramsey’s writing style is comfortable and easy to read. Readers will
sometimes get the impression that
he’s sitting in the same room, just
having a conversation with them.
Readers looking for a small-group
experience should investigate his
class by the same name. Otherwise,
individual readers will find that “The
Legacy Journey” is an excellent
primer to handling wealth biblically.
Experts in estate planning may
disagree with the specifics of some
of his suggestions, but the basics
are solid.
Eric Johansen and his wife Denise attend the
Northeast Church of Christ in Cincinnati, where they
are both actively involved in community outreach
and financial ministry.

New and Noteworthy: authors from churches of christ
COMMENTARY

Bruce Green. The
Thrill of Hope: A
Commentary on
Revelation. Bowie,
Texas: Start2Finish
Publishing, 2014. 222
pages. $12.99.
This guide to the final, oftenmisunderstood book in the New
Testament attempts to simplify its
key messages for today’s Christian.
Green, teaching minister for the
10th Street Church of Christ in
Opelika, Ala., divides the book into
seven parts and divides those into
two- to three-page sections, each
with three discussion questions.

EVANGELISM

Stafford North. God’s
Mystery. Nashville,
Tenn.: 21st Century
Christian Publishing,
2014. 125 pages, $8.99.
North, longtime
professor of Bible
at Oklahoma Christian University,
presents an overview of the Bible’s
story of God’s reconciliation to man.
Each chapter includes a hymn and
memory verse. Maps, timelines and
photos appear throughout the book.
Ten simple drawings help readers
internalize the story of the Bible,
to share it with others. A series of
video sermons is forthcoming.

MEMOIR

Amy L. Bovaird.
Mobility Matters:
Stepping Out in
Faith. St. Girard, Penn.:
Amy L. Bovaird, 2014.
188 pages. $16.97.
After teaching
abroad for much of her career,
Bovaird learned she was going
blind. When she returned to the
States, she learned she was losing
her hearing as well.
Undaunted, the graduate of
Oklahoma Christian University
and member of the Erie Church of
Christ in Pennsylvania continues
teaching and shares her story here.

ACADEMIC

James W. Thompson.
The Church
According to Paul:
Rediscovering
the Community
Conformed to
Christ. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: Baker
Academic, 2014. 289 pages. $26.99.
Thompson, scholar-in-residence
at the Graduate School of Theology
at Abilene Christian University
in Texas, presents his third book
based on Paul’s teachings. With
extensive use of Greek terms and
footnotes, this book is appropriate
for classroom or scholarly study.
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Instapray by Instapray Inc. 2014.
Free. Available at Apple’s App Store or
Google Play. www.instapray.com
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Echo Prayer by Clover Sites. 2014.
Free. Available at Apple’s App Store or
Google Play. new.echoprayer.com

Tweet the message out
NEW SMARTPHONE APPS allow users to share their prayers with believers
around the globe — and schedule times to present their requests to God.

P
www.IEBible.net

rayer and smartphones.
cations, you will be notified when
One connects us with God.
somebody prays for you. You can
The other connects us with
add pictures, comment on prayers
people on earth — but tends to draw or even update your prayer later on.
critics for being overused, often at
Though it is not yet optimized for
the expense of relational maturity.
the iPhone 6, it is very user-friendly.
Can they coexist, or does a smartHowever, I do wish there were a
phone app focused on prayer
way to submit anonymous
detract from the purpose of
The Gospel Tech prayers.
prayer?
If praying socially does
Instapray is a social
not seem beneficial to you,
media app with a beautiful
Echo Prayer is a personal
design, similar in concept
prayer app. It helps you
to Twitter. It’s an online
record all your prayer needs
community that advertises
and schedule time to pray.
itself as “a safe place that
You can set up a push noticonnects people around the
fication or e-mail to remind
world through prayers.”
Tyler Brassfield
you to pray for something
The app allows you to
specific. A prayer timer
compose a prayer, ask others to pray
keeps you focused for an amount of
for you and browse through a list of
time you set, keeping your screen
prayers from users around the world. occupied until the timer is finished.
The app asks for your location so
You can mark prayers as “answered”
users can search for those praying
to keep a record of how God has
nearby. (A word of caution: It’s always responded to your prayers.
safest to be online friends only with
Echo Prayer is well-polished and
people you know in real life, espeintuitive. It has fewer features than
cially with this location feature.)
Instapray, but it does them all well,
Additionally, all prayers are public
looks great and promises more
by default, but users can create a
features in future updates.
private group and then post prayers
Smartphones can be distracting,
only those in the group can see.
but they are great tools when used
You can follow just the prayers
properly. They can help you orgaof your Instapray friends or view
nize your prayers and extend their
the live feed to see the prayers of
reach beyond your congregation.
all users. You can then “Pray” for
them or “Re-Pray” whatever prayer
Tyler Brassfield is a youth minister and
they post. These are the equivalents developer of iPhone apps including iPrayed 4 U and
to “Favoriting” or “Re-tweeting” in
Flappy Faith. He and his family worship with the
Twitter. If you enable push notifiFritch Church of Christ in Texas.
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Milestones

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

Anniversaries

Memorials

John and Alice Hall, 74th

Janice Kramar

Nashville, Tenn.

James and Mickie French,
72nd
Waxahachie, Texas

Connie and Greta Coalson,
60th
Amarillo, Texas

A.C. and Ruth Oliver, 60th
Lubbock, Texas

Gottfried and Hannelore
Reichel, 60th
Grafrath, Germany

Don and Glenda Abston, 59th
Amarillo, Texas

Mike and Judy Bahn, 48th
Amarillo, Texas

Gary and Barbara Moore,
47th
Amarillo, Texas

Birthdays
Roy W. Risley, 98th
Hutchinson, Kan.

John M. Hall, 96th
Nashville, Tenn.

Alice G. Hall, 95th
Nashville, Tenn.

James “Leonard” French,
94th
Waxahachie, Texas

Al Stathopulo, 93rd
Dallas

Mary “Mickie” French, 91st
Waxahachie, Texas
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Janice Mae Renner Kramar, 85,
passed into eternity on Nov. 26,
2014, in Escondido, Calif.
She was a graduate of Abilene
Christian University in Texas in the
class of 1950. She was married to
Glenn Kramar, ACU class of 1949,
who preceded her in death by 15
years.
Glenn and Janice ministered in
Whippany, N.J., and Lima, Peru,
from 1963
to 1971,
and again
from 1980
to 1985.
Between
times they
both taught
school in
the U.S.
to support
themselves
while
being very
involved in local ministries in
Holtville, Calif., and Brawley, Calif.
Janice continued serving actively
in prayer and ladies’ ministries,
World English Institute and in
encouraging the churches in Peru
up until the time of her passing.
Glenn and Janice left behind
eight children: Ellen Banks of La
Mesa, Calif.; Doris Shewmaker of
Paragould, Ark.; Lucinda Bibee
of Austin, Texas,; Lois Wollin of
Galesburg, Ill.; Julie Magos and
Rebecca Brinley of Escondido,
Calif.; John Kramar of North
Potomac, Md.; and Stephen Kramar
of Milton, Ga.
We owe our lives and our souls to
the faithfulness, love, and sacrifice
of our mother and father.
We are so thankful that they
answered the call to seek the Lord
first in their lives. It has made all
the difference.

Wayland Denzil
Whitlow
Wayland Denzil Whitlow, 72,
a gifted minister and a dedicated
humanitarian, died Monday, Jan. 19,
2015, in Clearwater, Kan. A memorial service was conducted on Jan. 24.
Whitlow was born in Breckenridge,
Texas, in 1942, graduated from
Oklahoma Christian University in
1964 and married Mildred “Millie”
Hamm in 1967.
Following graduation, he began
his first stint as a
local minister in
Isabel, Kan., where
he met and married
his wife. Later they
moved to Laverne,
Okla., where he
preached from 1966
to 1974.
For the past 40
years, he served as
the minister of the
Church of Christ in
Clearwater, Kan.
In 1999, Whitlow
was chosen by
the College of
Biblical Studies at
Oklahoma Christian University as
alumnus of the year.
A lover of Bible study and a
serious student of the word, he also
enjoyed serving as a director for
the Silver Maple Camp in Kingman
County, Kan., for many years.
Whitlow was active in Clearwater
and greatly respected by many in this
small community of 2,500 people.
He initially served as an
Emergency Medical Technician,
beginning in the early 1980s.
Upon the death of the longtime
fire chief and emergency services
director, he was asked to fill the
position of Clearwater Emergency
Services Director, becoming responsible for handling the administrative
duties related to both the Fire and

EMS departments.
A volunteer for the fire department for 22 years, he also worked to
upgrade the EMS department, which
became a paramedic-level service
during his tenure, providing advanced
life support to the community.
He also found time to serve as
the local police chaplain. He loved
serving and doing for others. People
in the town came to him for help,
friends said, and this opened doors of
opportunity for the Church of Christ
to be known in that role.
When asked why he stayed in
Clearwater for such
a long time, he
answered, “It was just
a good fit.”
The congregation
also respected his
Bible knowledge and
was eager to work
with Wayland and
Millie.
During the last few
years, he became
involved with the
Shepherds Hill
International “Give a
Goat” program in the
Philippines.
He will be missed
and cherished forever in the hearts
of his family, the church and the
community.
Whitlow was preceded in death by
his parents, Walter and Lorene (Hays)
Whitlow; infant son Jerry; and son
Gary Whitlow and daughter-in-law,
Kimberly Whitlow, who were tragically killed by a Kansas tornado in
2009.
Survivors include Whitlow’s wife
and three children: Crystal (Sean)
McNiel of Lubbock, Texas; Brian
(Kristin) Whitlow of Wichita, Kan.;
Neal (Jayme) Whitlow of August,
Kan.; sister, Norita (Syd) Morgan
of Seminole, Okla.; grandchildren,
Libby and Jonathan McNiel, and
Jackson, Sammy, Addy, Ellison, and
Grayson Whitlow.

Entries should be submitted to milestones@christianchronicle.org or call (405) 425-5070.
Rates and guidelines are available upon request (credit card preferred).
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Milestones
Memorials
Arlie Jack Hoover
Arlie Jack Hoover, 78, passed away
Dec. 11, 2014, in Pasadena, Texas,
from complications from pneumonia.
Dr. Hoover, a retired university history
professor, lived
in Deer Park,
Texas, with his
wife Gloria.
Arlie was born
March 14, 1936,
in Slaton, Texas.
He was the son
of A.J. and Ruth
Clem Hoover.
Arlie was the middle child of five.
His parents and two older siblings —
brother Bobby Hoover and sister Myrna
Brown — preceded him in death.
Arlie is survived by his wife of 55
years, Gloria Garrison Hoover; two
daughters, Catherine and husband
John Wilder of Lakeland, Florida, and
Arletta and husband Wes Beard of Deer
Park, Texas; two brothers, Nat Hoover
of Ingleside, Texas, and Tim Hoover
of Parker, Texas; and four grandsons,
Sterling Smithson, Jordan Smithson,
Andrew Beard and Ian Beard.
Arlie graduated from Slaton High
School in 1954. He attended Florida
Christian College, the University of
Tampa and the University of Texas,
attaining his doctorate in history in
1964. He was a Fulbright Scholar in
West Berlin, Germany, in 1963-1964.
He taught history, logic and Christian
apologetics at Pepperdine University
in California from 1964-1977, at
Columbia Christian College in Oregon
from 1977-1980 and at Abilene
Christian University in Texas from
1980-2010.
Arlie was an accomplished and wellrespected teacher, speaker and writer
on both Christian and historical topics.
He authored 12 books, numerous
academic publications and magazine
articles, and he received several awards
of academic distinction from both
historical and Christian institutions.

February 2015

Newsmakers
continued

Arlie used his gifts in God’s Kingdom
as a preacher for congregations in
Florida, Texas, California and Oregon,
serving as a deacon at the Hillcrest
Church of Christ in Abilene, teaching
summer Bible classes for European
Christian College and for many others
too numerous to mention. Arlie was
an accomplished traveler. He spent
time in Europe conducting research
and teaching at extension campuses
in Heidelberg, Germany, and Oxford,
England. He was very proud of having
taken all four of his grandsons on trips
to visit historically significant places in
Europe — especially Great Britain.
Arlie will be missed for his humor,
intellect, appreciation of music, enjoyment of life, dedication to his family
and his coffee.
The family has requested that in lieu
of flowers, donations may be made to
The Jesus Film project, www.
jesusfilmhd.com.

Hilda Knight
Mrs. Hilda Knight, age 90, of
Franklin, Tenn., formerly of Alma,
Tenn., died Sunday, Jan. 11, 2015,
in her home. Hilda was born May 6,
1924, to the late William and Viola Ada
Starbird Farris. She was the retired president of Commercial Bank in Alma, a
member of Alma Church of Christ and
the widow of Willis Ray “Bill” Knight.
Her funeral service was at Alma
Church of Christ with burial following
at Alma Cemetery under the direction of Edwards
Van-Alma
Funeral Home in
Van Buren.
She is survived
by a son, James
R. “Jim” Knight
and his wife
Judy of Franklin;
a brother, W.S.
“Bill” Farris of West Lafayette, Ind.;
three grandchildren, Jimmy Knight and
his wife Jill, and Janna Knight, both
of Germantown, Tenn., and Jennifer
Ranes and her husband James of

Warner-Robbins, Ga.; six great-grandchildren, Jamie and Jordan Knight,
Mikey and Brayden Lunati and Juliana
and Gabrielle Ranes.
Memorial contributions may be
made to AGAPE of Nashville,
agapenashville.org.

William “Bill” Waugh
William R. Waugh, a talented artist
and innovative businessman who
founded and developed successful
Taco Bueno, Casa Bonita, Casa Viva,
Crystal’s Pizza, and Burger Street
restaurants across the Southwest,
passed away Jan. 20, 2015, in Dallas,
Texas, at age 79.
He earned a bachelor’s degree
in fine arts from Abilene Christian
University in Texas in 1959. Waugh’s
first Taco Bueno opened in Abilene
in 1967 and now features 176 restaurants in seven states. He served as a
trustee or regent of ACU, Pepperdine
University, Dallas Christian School, the
Hockaday School, the Dallas Salvation
Army, Dallas Christian Leadership,
and Heartbeat Ministries.
He was an involved member of
Prestoncrest Church of Christ in
Dallas, and his honesty and integrity
were beyond reproach.

Colis Campbell, 88
Kearney, Neb.

Helen Lora (Shipp) Bland, 84
Bellvue, Colo.

Robert Dowell, 78
Edmond, Okla.

Memorial/Honor Gifts
The Christian Chronicle appreciates and acknowledges generous gifts
donated in memory of Barclay Riley,
O.L. Riley, Leon Tabor and Bud Wight.
A generous gift also was received in
honor of Preston Glisson, Tripp Glisson,
Briley Glisson and Harper Glisson,
young Christians who love the Lord.
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AWARDED: David R. Kenney
with three honors at the WCTV
Clapper awards
for “Light from
Above,” a gospel
television show. The
show received the
Milestone Award for
its 100th program,
runner-up for Best
Religious Message
Kenney
and the Clapper
Award for Best Promotional for
“The Christian Man.” Kenney is
evangelist for the Church of Christ
in Wadsworth, Ohio.
HONORED: Lauren Ford, senior
outside hitter for the Lipscomb
University Lady Bison volleyball
team in Nashville,
Tenn., named
to the All-South
Region Team by
the American
Volleyball Coaches
Association. Junior
right side Brittnay
Estes earned
honorable mention Ford
from the AVCA and
coach Brandon
Rosenthal was
named All-South
Region Coach of
the Year.
NAMED: John
McLain, director
McLain
of counseling for
Georgia AGAPE
in Atlanta. Lance
Hawley, professor
of Old Testament
Bible at Harding
University in Searcy,
Ark. Michael D.
White, head of
school for Westbury
White
Christian School in
Houston.
NEW MINISTERS:
Chet Rutledge,
senior minister for
the Chico Church
of Christ in Chico,
Calif. Kenneth
Hysten, minister for Hysten
the Sweeny Church
of Christ in Sweeny, Texas.

FEBRuary 2015

Feb. 9 History Speaks: A
Time with Claudette Colvin and
Fred Gray. Oklahoma Christian
University, Oklahoma City. www.
oc.edu, (405) 425-6300.
Feb. 19-21 National Urban
Ministry Conference. Capitol Hill
Church of Christ, Oklahoma City.
www.nationalurbanministry
association.org.
Feb. 23 Athletic Hall of Fame
Dinner. Speaker: Dave Dravecky.
Oklahoma Christian University.
www.oc.edu, (405) 425-6300.
Feb. 28 Lubbock ElderLink
Seminar. South Plains Church of
Christ, Lubbock, Texas. www.acu.
edu/elderlink.
March 1-5 Faulkner Lectures
2015. “iCulture: Pursuing Holiness
in a Self-Saturated World.” (334)
386-7154, sgleaves@faulkner.edu.
March 6-7 Fourth Annual
Virtue in an Age of Promiscuity.
“Lifting as We Strive: Continuing
the Christian Journey.” Columbia,
Md. www.virtue2015.com, (877)
490-3456.
March 14 Biblical Marriage
Conference. Fort Wayne, Ind.
www.eacchurchofchrist.org.
260.740.5300.
March 19-21 Homeschool
Convention. Hosted by Teach
Them Diligently. Nashville, Tenn.
(864) 235-4444.
March 20-22 Singles Bible
Camp. Central Florida Bible Camp,
Eustis, Fla. www.cfbiblecamp.org.
March 20-21 Atlanta ElderLink
Workshop and Forum. North
Atlanta Church of Christ. www.acu.
edu/siburt-institute/elderlink.
March 30 McGraw Lecture
Series. Oklahoma Christian
University. (405) 425-6300.
April 2-5 30th Anniversary
Church of Christ Ladies
Lectureship Retreat. “The
Revolution of Royalty.”
Washington. www.ladiesretreat.
org, (910) 822-5543
April 5-9 71st Annual
Churches of Christ National
Lectureship. “Celebrating
the Covenant.” Chicago.
www.71stnationallectureship.com.
(312) 527-5400.
April 9-11 Homeschool
Convention. Atlanta. (864)
235-4444.
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org
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F A C U LT Y P O S I T I O N S AVA I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to Christian education.
PAUL R. CARTER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION. Seeking full-time faculty member to serve as director of
finance program. The successful candidate will possess a doctorate
degree or have a clear plan to complete that degree. Work and teaching experience is preferred. Responsibilities include administrative
duties and teaching undergraduate and graduate classes in finance.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Bryan Burks, dean, at bburks@harding.edu or Box 10774,
Searcy, AR 72149.
Also seeking full-time faculty member to teach classes in
management. The successful candidate will have a master’s
degree with doctorate preferred. Work and teaching experience
is preferred. Teaching areas include logistics, human resources,
organizational behavior, leadership and entrepreneurship.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Allen Frazier, associate dean, at afrazier@harding.edu or Box
10774, Searcy, AR 72149.
COLLEGE OF BIBLE AND MINISTRY. Seeking full-time
faculty member to teach youth and family ministry. An M.Div.
and a Ph.D. in youth and family ministry or a related field is preferred. Candidates should also bring significant congregational experience in youth and family ministry. The faculty member in this
position will also teach freshmen and sophomore textual Bible.
Submit applications to Dr. Monte Cox, dean, at mcox@
harding.edu.
DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES. Seeking
full-time faculty member for the criminal justice program. Requirements are a master’s in criminal justice with a doctorate preferred. J.D. degree with prosecutorial duties is a plus. Teaching
duties will be solely in criminal justice including course content
in the areas of forensics, investigation and terrorism.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Terry Smith, chair, at tsmith@harding.edu or Box 12260, Searcy,
AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES.
Seeking full-time faculty member in the area of political science.
The successful candidate will have a Ph.D. in political science or
a closely related discipline, but A.B.D. candidates are encouraged
to submit their applications as well. Concentrations in international relations, comparative politics and quantitative methodology and experience in teaching is preferred.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.

Steven Breezeel, chair of search committee, at sbreezeel@harding.
edu or Box 12247, Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS. Seeking full-time
faculty member in mathematics or statistics. The successful
candidate will possess a minimum of a doctorate in mathematics
or statistics or related field or will have a clear plan to complete
the degree. Teaching experience is preferred. Responsibilities will
include teaching general courses as well as upper-level courses in
mathematics or statistics as they are available.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Ronald Smith, chair, at rgsmith@harding.edu or Box 10764,
Searcy, AR 72149.
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM. Seeking program
director. The successful candidate will have a doctoral degree,
eight years of clinical experience in the OT field, administrative
experience, and three years in a full-time academic appointment
at the post-secondary level. Responsibilities include program
development and implementation under the guidelines of the
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education.
Submit a letter of interest to Dr. Rebecca Weaver, dean of the
College of Allied Health, at Box 12287, Searcy, AR 72149.
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM. Seeking one full-time
and one half-time faculty positions. The successful candidate
should possess a minimum of a master’s degree in physician
assistant studies or similar field. Three years of clinical experience and one year of teaching experience preferred. PA applicants should be NCCPA certified and eligible for licensure as
a physician assistant in the state of Arkansas. Applicants with
other clinical training should have corresponding professional
certification and be eligible for professional licensure in the state
of Arkansas. Responsibilities include participating in the teaching
of the program’s core curriculum; advising and mentoring students; assisting with the hands-on practical training of students
in various clinical skills needed in clinical practice; maintaining
clinical competency through practice at the program’s affiliated
clinic site; conducting scholarly activity in the area of expertise;
and engaging in service to the college, university and community.
Submit a personal statement of teaching philosophy, three
letters of professional reference, a transcript of professional degree
training along with any other graduate or professional degrees
awarded, and curriculum vitae to Dr. Michael Murphy, chair, at
mmurphy1@harding.edu or Box 12231, Searcy, AR 72149.

ADDITIONAL OPENINGS ANTICIPATED
Due to increasing enrollments and anticipated retirements, Harding expects to have additional openings in graphic design, mass
communication and mechanical engineering. Graphic design candidates will have a background in print design with a strong emphasis in Web, mobile and app design. M.F.A. required with a minimum of five years studio/agency experience. Mass communication
candidates will have skills in digital and visual communication including design, social media, photo and video production and
editing, and motion graphics. A terminal degree is preferred, but applicants with strong professional experience or A.B.D. candidates
will also be considered. A minimum of three years professional experience is preferred. Mechanical engineering candidates must have
a Ph.D. Individuals interested in any of these positions should contact Dr. Larry Long, provost, at provost@harding.edu to obtain
more information. These openings will be filled as funding is approved.
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Preachers needed: Be always on the lookout
for new pulpit talent — and ways to nurture

A

®

Eleven volumes with over 1350 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com

lthough Christians someEncourage your preacher to
times get confused and think
develop patterns of spiritual discipline
that the preacher is the main
and to study Scripture for its message
show in worship, each person in
to his life. Encourage him to expand
worship is actually the show that
his vision of the spiritual world. Give
God is watching. God is concerned
him a copy of a book you have found
about our thoughts, attitudes and
helpful in your spiritual journey.
emotions as we come before him to
Introduce him to people whose
offer our praise and adoration.
spiritual maturity
Insight
Still, preaching is important
can be helpful. Pay
because it informs us about God and
for him to go to a
inspires us to make changes in our
workshop where
lives, our thinking, and our attitude.
preachers discuss
I learned the value of preaching
methods and styles.
while I was in high school and
Talk to your
listened every Sunday to Delmar
church’s elders.
Owen, a minister who was
Share with them the
committed to preaching effectively
qualities you admire
Bailey McBride in your preacher —
and changing lives.
At the time, I thought that I would
just in case they are
like to be a preacher. I was encournot as attentive as they should be.
aged by my mother, a half-dozen
Quiz those who say they are
aunts, my church’s elders and
unhappy with the preacher and
Owen himself. In college, I realpresent the case for his strength.
ized that my voice would be a detriGuide your preacher to find time
ment to preaching — too high and
for personal renewal. Many minisweak. But my experience has made
ters are so driven that they don’t
me an encourager of young men to
spend as much time as they should
become preachers.
nurturing their families. Give your
The Churches of Christ need good
preacher a gift card so he can take
young men to become preachers. We his wife to dinner. Encourage him
should all be talent scouts
to take off the day he has
‘We should be designated. A preacher
as we hear our youths
give devotional talks, pray
talent scouts who works seven days a
or read Scripture. When
week exhausts himself and
as we hear our fails to inspire the church
we see talent in a young
man, we should invite him
youths give to greater holiness.
for a Coke and conversaMany congregations
devotional have
tion. We should allow him
more than one
talks, pray or minister, and all ministo talk about his interests
and spiritual habits. That
read Scripture.’ ters need encouragement
should give us a chance to
and support. Even minisshow that we value what
ters who seem self-confihe does — and what he might do
dent and assured probably would be
for the Kingdom if he chooses to
happy for a chance to have coffee
preach or serve in other ways.
and talk about the challenges of their
Those who make the decision to
work. Every church member should
work in ministry also need encourencourage the entire staff.
agement. We must be good listeners.
Churches should have a plan for
It is not enough to compliment a
staff members to take sabbaticals
sermon. It is important to talk about
— not an extended vacation, but a
the ideas of the sermon or the way
time to pursue a program of spirithat a lesson influenced our thinking.
tual renewal, time that allows minisTake your preacher to lunch. Find
ters to enhance skills and study new
out what challenges he is facing, what materials.
he is attempting to do through his
Watch out for your preacher and
sermons and what may be discourall who work for the church.
aging him. The stronger your friendship, the more you can support him.
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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MINISTER WANTED

Florence Boulevard Church of Christ
is looking for a sound, spiritually
motivated minister who can deliver in-depth
and challenging lessons, enjoys working
with people and can demonstrate a life of
love and care for others.
Please email or mail resume and
2 lessons on CD or DVD to:

elders@florenceblvd.org
2502 Florence Blvd.
Florence, AL 35630
More details in our ad on The Chronicle website.

Pulpit Minister
The Piedmont church of Christ, a
diverse congregation of 55 members, is
seeking a Bible-based pulpit minister.
Responsibilities include Bible classes and
evangelistic duties. To be considered for this
position, please submit resume and three
sermons, audio and/or video, to:

Minister Search Committee,
Attn: Major Thompson,
1405 N Main St, Farmville, VA 23901
434-392-6545

Minister Wanted
The Ypsilanti church of Christ,
located in Ypsilanti, Mich., is seeking to fill our
vacant minister position; this includes pulpit,
class and evangelistic duties. We are a diverse
congregation with a current average Sunday
a.m. attendance of 130.
If you desire to be considered for this position,
please submit your resume with three sermons
(audio and/or video) to:

ypsicofc@gmail.com
For further information contact:

Bob Bowen (elder) at (734) 482-6213.

Maui Church of Christ
Maui Church of Christ is looking
for a minister. We are a congregation
of 55 members located in a mission
field/tourist destination. Interested
candidates should email or send
resumes to the following:

mauicoc@hotmail.com or
810 Waiehu Beach Rd
Wailuku, HI 96793
No phone calls please.

Swinging on a tire. Walking in nature. Playing a game
of follow the leader. Exploring the backyard is always
loads of fun. This series offers five important lessons to help
young people enjoy exploring the Bible. We will discuss the
importance of studying God’s everlasting Word, discover
God’s love for us and the gifts He gives us, study the life of
Jesus and learn how to follow His example, know that Jesus is our friend, and learn God’s plan of salvation. Psalm
33:4 tells us “For the word of the Lord is right, and all His
work is done in truth.” A Backyard Adventure will have your
students searching the Bible to learn God’s plan for their lives.
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‘Je suis Charlie?’

Vol. 72, No. 2 | February 2015 | www.christianchronicle.org

Should Christians support free
speech that mocks religion? A
minister in France responds.
Also, see prayers for victims of
attacks in Europe, Africa. 26, 27
box 11000

Jean-Benoît Zimmermann

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK
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For the scholar, the
seeker, the servant.
OC is home.
· Recognized as one of the best
universities in the west by U.S. News and
World Report and The Princeton Review.
· 60 undergraduate programs and
6 graduate programs.
· 38 current National Merit Finalists.

www.oc.edu

