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TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE EPICENTER OF ARAB LIFE IN AMERICA

The long road from Baghdad
LANGUAGE OF LOVE

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Lena Reshetnyak, right, and her family fled
eastern Ukraine and live as refugees in
Kiev, where the Vinograder Church of Christ
helps provide for them. (See Page 17.)

Europe’s refugee
crisis calls churches
to respond — but how?
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD| THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

With bell peppers and Bibles, Reggy
Hiller is fighting Europe’s refugee crisis.
Hiller and members of the small
Church of Christ that meets in her
Vienna, Austria, home, carried
steaming pots of homecooked chicken and
rice to the weary souls,
some of them living in
tents, who escaped the
horrors of war in Syria
and Afghanistan.
They also gave copies
of the New Testament,
Hiller
produced by Eastern
European Mission, to those interested.
It wasn’t the feeding of the 5,000
— closer to 40, Hiller said. At least
60 more people wanted to eat, so the
Christians gave them what pieces of
bread and cake they had left.
“It was quite overwhelming to
experience how many of them were
starving,” Hiller said, “and we ran out
of food within a short period of time.”
Worldwide, Christians clamor for a
compassionate response to Europe’s
Middle Eastern refugees, sparked by
the shocking image of a lifeless, 3-yearold boy washed ashore on a Turkish
beach. The boy, Alan, a Syrian Kurd
See REFUGEES, Page 14
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DEARBORN, Mich.
n the heart of this Detroit suburb,
Muslim women who wear hijabs
to cover their heads abound.
Signs for Middle Eastern
restaurants, halal meat markets
and even national chain stores
such as Walgreens appear in
Arabic and English.
Cedar trees — the national symbol of Lebanon — line the streets.
A century after Henry Ford
recruited thousands of Lebanese,
Yemeni and other immigrants to
work in the auto industry, this
Michigan community boasts the
largest concentration of people of
Arab origin outside the Middle
East. They comprise roughly
40,000 of Dearborn’s total population of 100,000.
“I call it the Arab Chinatown,”
Christian missionary Wissam
Al-Aethawi, 36, says as he drives
along Warren Avenue, the city’s
business and cultural hub.
Al-Aethawi, a one-time Iraqi soldier and engineer, believes God led
him here — to the epicenter of Arab
life in America and the home of the

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Former Muslim Wissam Al-Aethawi
shows photos of his baptism in a hotel
bathtub in Kurdistan in northern Iraq.

largest mosque in North America —
to share the hope he found in Jesus.
This former Muslim’s dream:
to establish an Arabic-speaking
Church of Christ in Dearborn.
“Wissam has a heart for Muslims,
knows their culture and is actively
trying to find ways to reach them
with the good news of Jesus in
a way that only someone on the
inside can,” said Roger Woods, minister and elder for the Detroit-area
Walled Lake Church of Christ.

Each Tuesday finds Al-Aethawi
working with Arab immigrants at the
Angel House, a Dearborn nonprofit
that helps meet families’ social,
vocational and spiritual needs.
“The main way to preach the
Gospel to the Arabs here is to
teach them English because, unlike
the Spanish-speaking people, Arabs
cannot survive if they don’t know
English,” said Al-Aethawi, who
learned English from formal studies as well as American books and
movies in his native Baghdad.
Using passages from the New
Testament, Al-Aethawi teaches
English to students such as Aziz
Awadh, a 31-year-old Muslim
father of two from Yemen.
“Wissam is a really well-liked man
and does a really good job,” Awadh,
who works in a pizza restaurant,
said in his limited English. “He’s
more than wonderful.”
Al-Aethawi serves on the ministry
See MUSLIMS, Page 10
INSIDE: Despite its provocative title, Joshua
Graves’ new book “How Not to Kill a Muslim”
proves useful in reaching our Islamic neighbors,
reviewer Monte Cox writes.
Page 32

PHOTO PROVIDED BY WISSAM AL-AETHAWI.

Wissam Al-Aethawi stands by the Ambassador Bridge, which connects Detroit to the Canadian city of Windsor, Ontario.
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His GLORY

Mountaintop
Experiences

International travel to Europe, Central America and the Middle East make the world our classroom.
Perspectives change as students gain a deeper understanding of history, literature, art and culture.
Travel enriches the educational experience.
In Europe with 24 other FHU classmates, faculty and staff, sophomores Amber Smelser, Mac Trollinger,
Mallory Spurlock and Elizabeth Wall recently traveled to Castlerigg Stone Circle in northwest England.
Earlier they had climbed to the top of Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh. “It was a long hike, but the view was
beautiful,” Wall said. “At the top, everyone sang praises to God. I love going to a school where my
classmates are also my brothers and sisters in Christ. Today was a day I will not forget.”
Travel with other Christians strengthens the bonds of faith. These mountaintop experiences make
Freed-Hardeman University a place where students develop their gifts for His glory.

HENDERSON | MEMPHIS | DICKSON
WWW.FHU.EDU | 1-800-FHU-FHU-1
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47 baptisms
at a funeral

‘That we all
may be won’

l

haven’t been to many
funerals. And the majority
of those were expected
— the person was older,
it was their time, they were
finally relieved of their
earthly pain. That doesn’t
always make
Inside Story it easier.
Still, when
I hear stories
of a young
person dying
tragically, I
immediately
ache with
questions.
Did he
Laura Akins
know Jesus?
Was he baptized? Will God
say, “Well done, good and
faithful servant” or “I never
knew you; depart from me?”
And then it ultimately turns
into, “Will God accept me
when I stand before him?”
I imagine this kind of
self-examination took place
at the funeral of Steven
Holmes, 20, who died after
he was shot, accidentally,
in an east Detroit home.
His funeral, hosted by the
Wyoming Avenue Church of
Christ, prompted 47 people
to take Christ on in baptism.
Forty-seven.
When we got word of this
incredible transformation —
from tragedy to new life — I
reached out to members of
the church for our online
edition.
Jacqueline Terrell-Jones,
the church’s office administrator, said Holmes did not
attend the congregation, but
his extended family does.
So, when news broke of
his death, Holmes’ cousin
Anthony Gavin, a member of
the Wyoming Avenue congregation, agreed to eulogize
him. She couldn’t remember
See BAPTIZED, Page 4
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IN THE HOME of the alamo, church
members black, white and Hispanic
knock doors and baptize dozens
during Crusade for Christ.
BY HAMIL R. HARRIS | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PHOTO PROVIDED

‘Every life matters,’ Houston church proclaims

A girl looks at memorials left by the fuel pump in Cypress, Texas, where Deputy Darren
Goforth of the Harris County Sheriff’s Office was shot from behind and killed in late August.
Members of the West Houston Church of Christ led a march from their building to the gas
staion, about a mile and a half away, to honor the fallen deputy and show their community
that “every life matters,” minister Brian Offutt said.
MORE PHOTOS, Page 6

Responses mixed as Boy Scouts
allow gay youths, adult leaders
BY bobby ross jr. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PIEDMONT, Okla. — Ken Richter loved
the Boy Scout life.
Starting as a 7-year-old Cub Scout,
Richter embraced the outdoor
adventure, the leadership
training and the character
development.
“I loved to go camping
and canoeing, and I made
a lot of friends,” said Richter,
now 46 and minister for the
Soldier Creek Church of Christ
in this suburb of 6,500, about 25
miles northwest of Oklahoma City.
Later, his son, Caleb Richter, now
a student at Oklahoma Christian
University, advanced through Boy
Scouts and earned an Eagle Scout

award. Throughout his son’s time in
Scouting, Ken Richter served in adult
leadership roles.
But now, the preacher oversees
Troop 24:7 of Trail Life USA.
That alternative national
organization formed
in 2013 after the Boy
Scouts of America
changed its youth
membership policy to
state that no youth may be
denied membership based
on sexual orientation.
SCOUTING.ORG
Twenty-one Churches
of Christ in 12 states — including
Richter’s congregation — have chartered Trail Life troops, according to
Mark Hancock, CEO of Trail Life USA.
See SCOUTING, Page 23

SAN ANTONIO — Nearly 4,400 doors
knocked.
Sixty souls immersed into Christ.
And that was before the 2015
Crusade for Christ began.
Here in Alamo City — where people
from across the U.S. and around the
world once fought for a cause that
became a battle cry — members
of predominantly black, white and
Hispanic Churches of Christ worked
together to win souls. Their motto:
“That we all may be won.”
The Crusade, a weeklong evangelistic
campaign hosted every two years in
a major U.S. city, dates back to the
1970s. Traditionally, most of the participants come from predominantly black
churches. But hosting the 19th Crusade
in a city that’s more than 61 percent
Hispanic required a multiethnic, multicultural approach, organizers said.
“We stacked the Hispanic community with thousands of brochures,”
said Joe Walsh, minister emeritus for
the Church of Christ at Laurel Street
in San Antonio. Members of eight
Churches of Christ in the area, representing a variety of skin tones, began
knocking on doors in December to
See CRUSADE, Page 8

hamil r. harris

Participants in the 2015 Crusade for Christ
prepare to knock doors in San Antonio.
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BAPTIZED: ‘Were they caught up in the moment?’
FROM PAGE 3

the exact title of his sermon — “Tell hell I’m not
ready?” Or was it, “Tell hell I said no?”
Regardless, “the message Anthony relayed
was that he had his whole life in front of him,”
Terrell-Jones said, “and look how quickly it can
be taken.
“Wouldn’t you rather be saved
than not?” she recalled him asking.
Then the 47 — ranging from 11 to
65 years in age — said yes.
The newly baptized were
not regular church attendees,
she added. “They were strictly
newcomers who came for the
Holmes
funeral. They had no idea they
would accept Christ at the funeral.”
Our post about the baptisms went viral and
yielded more stories of God’s grace.
Among those baptized were Loretta Holmes’
son and five grandsons. Loretta is Steven
Holmes’ great aunt, and she told The Christian
Chronicle that most of those baptized were
members of the 20-year-old’s extended family.
The following Sunday, when her son called her
and told her they were on their way to church,
“I almost couldn’t catch my breath,” she wrote in
the Facebook comments under our story.
“I know there is a God,” she added.
Reaction from those who read the report
ranged from skeptical to exuberant.
“That Holy Spirit moves like it’s holy, and boy
did it rock and roll that time,” wrote California
minister Joshua Freeman. “Now let’s start a Jesus
pandemic that’s so contagious it catches the
whole earth’s hearts ablaze with fire for God.”
Another Californian, Constance Moore, was a
bit more muted in her response.
“The Lord was working through that young
man,” she wrote. “I pray that those 47 individuals were sincere and not caught up in the
emotional current. I pray that they find a church
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home and someone to lead them on their spiritual journey with Jesus.”
For Graeme Stickings, a reader in England,
the post brought back joyous and painful memories of a gospel campaign in the 1980s. After the
campaigners left, most of those baptized soon
fell away, he wrote, and the local Christians
were disheartened.
With regard to the funeral baptisms, “How
many of those caught up in the emotion of that
event will stay faithful?” he asked. He cited the
haunting words of the apostle Peter from 2
Peter 2:20: “If they have escaped the corruption of
the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ and are again entangled in it and are
overcome, they are worse off at the end than they
were at the beginning.”
Even as she rejoices for the new baptisms in
her family, Loretta Holmes asks similar questions.
“Were they caught up in the moment?” she
said. “Was Steven the sacrificial lamb?”
Virginia King, who identified herself as one
of the 47 baptized, said the experience “was
pure amazing.” From now on she’ll be attending
church “every chance I get,” she wrote. She plans
to be “walking with the Lord more than I was.”
My husband, Travis, and I have worked in
ministry for 11 years, and he currently serves
as young adults minister for our congregation.
We talked about this issue.
Is it right for us to be skeptical?
Travis’ response: No matter what, other
people’s decisions are never ours to judge.
“I’m not God. You are not God,” he said. “We
need to be people who trust his spirit and leave
the rest up to him.”
That is what Loretta is choosing to do.
“What I know is 47 people accepted Jesus
Christ as their personal savior,” she said. “Now
all we need is faith in their decision.”
CONTACT laura.akins@christianchronicle.org
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‘Singsing’ in the South Pacific

In the South Pacific island nation of Vanuatu, members
of the Etas Church of Christ sing hymns from “Ol Singsing
Long Bislama,” a hymnal with songs in English and the
local language, Bislama. Look for features on Churches of
Christ in the South Pacific in upcoming issues.
Meanwhile, visit www.christianchronicle.org to see
our “Voices-only Wednesday” online feature. Find video
of the Etas congregation singing the Bislama version of
“How Great Thou Art” and more a cappella hymns.
Also, find links to stories from our ongoing series
“From the East,” highlighting the growth of Christianity
in Southeast Asia, and “One Nación
Under God,” discussing the challenges
and opportunities to reach Hispanics
in the U.S. with the Gospel.
Don’t forget to sign up for our
email newsletter to get the latest
headlines delivered to your inbox.
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‘Someday’ at Polishing the Pulpit: Teens sing at annual gathering in East Tennessee
Teens sing “Someday” at the recent Polishing the Pulpit event, which drew more than 3,800
attendees from 41 states and five nations to the mountains of East Tennessee. Polishing the
Pulpit began with three friends getting together to brainstorm sermon ideas.

It has grown into an annual workshop for all members of Churches of Christ. To view a
video of the teens singing, visit www.christianchronicle.org and search for “Polishing the
Pulpit.” For more information on the event, see www.polishingthepulpit.com.

ARIZONA

KENTUCKY

KINLICHEE — The Clarendon Church
of Christ is donating sweat and
money to help rebuild the Kinlichee
Church of Christ meeting place.
The Kinlichee church is one of 10
Churches
of Christ
that meet in
the Navajo
Nation,
which
covers
parts of
Arizona,
New
Mexico and
JEFF FOSTER
Utah.
Will Thompson works on
“It is
the construction project.
a small
church in need of partnership
and individuals with a heart for
missions,” minister Jeff Foster said
of the Kinlichee church, whose
previous building was destroyed by
fire in 2011.
Foster preaches for the Gallup
Church of Christ in New Mexico on
Sunday mornings and evenings.
He drives to Kinlichee — 55 miles
away — to preach each Sunday
afternoon.

ARKANSAS

SHERWOOD — Two years ago, the
Sylvan Hills Church of Christ prayed
for conjoined twins Emmitt and
Owen Ezell, grandsons of church
members Dean and Carol Ezell.
“We had
prayed
for their
birth and
separation
surgeries
and for
the day
to come
when they
could walk
PHOTO PROVIDED BY GREG CLARK
through
The twins, with their
our doors parents and grandparents.
with
Grandma and Grandpa,” preaching
minister Greg Clark said.
That day came on a recent
Sunday, as the twins arrived with
their parents Dave and Jenni Ezell.
The family attends the CrossPoint
Church of Christ in Grand Prairie,
Texas.
Dave Ezell shared the family’s story
with the Sylvan Hills congregation,
describing their life-changing personal
and spiritual journey.

ELIZABETHTOWN — A Kentucky state
trooper killed while pursuing a
suspect Sept. 13 was a member of
the Elizabethtown
Church of Christ.
People across the
nation mourned the
shooting death of
Trooper Jonathan
Cameron Ponder, 31.
“He was very proud
to be a Kentucky
Ponder
State Police trooper,”
Trooper Jay Thomas told KFVS. “He
was new, and he was eager. He absolutely loved his job.”

LOUISIANA

LAKE CHARLES — The predominantly
black Mill Street Church of Christ and
the predominantly white Enterprise
Boulevard Church of Christ
conducted a joint assembly Aug. 30.
Enterprise Boulevard’s Jason Clark
and Mill Street’s Courtney Jones
shared the pulpit, delivering a backand-forth, dialogue-style sermon.
“The theme of unity in Christ was
extolled and exemplified throughout
the morning,” said Doug Berry, one
of the song leaders.

spoTLIGHT

Church, school partner
NORTH LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The Levy
Church of Christ accepted an invitation to partner with a neighborhood
school — Ridge Road Elementary.
Members help teachers move
into their classrooms, organize a
“Watchdog Dad” program and serve
as greeters when parents drop off
children, minister Danny Dodd said.
Children’s minister Sherry Ratliff
worked in the school system for
years and is the driving force behind
the partnership, Dodd said. “It has
been an incredible experience, especially in light of all the restrictions
now in place in public education,” he
said. “It really is a God thing.”

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DANNY DODD

Sherry Ratliff gives instructions to Levy
church members who serve as greeters.
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DALLAS CHRISTIAN SOUND
After 29 years, you know you get good music from us!
Your Satisfaction Is Guaranteed.

RAY WALKER’S “SONG BOOK SONG SERIES”
DALLAS SING SONG
DEDICATED TO RAY WALKER

1

6 PRECIOUS

• A Wonderful Savior
• At The Cross
• I Know My Name Is Written There
• Oft We Come Together
• Jesus And Shall It Ever Be
• Earth Holds No Treasures

CALLED UP YONDER

• O They Tell Me Of A Home
• Rock Of Ages
• Salvation Has Been
Brought Down
• Just A Little Talk With Jesus
• His Yoke Is Easy

And Many More Songs

THE LORD’S
MY SHEPHERD

7

THE PROMISED LAND

• I Stand Amazed In The Presence
• An Empty Mansion
• Anywhere Is Home
• The Sinless Summerland
• Footprints Of Jesus
• Faith Is The Victory

JOYFUL PILGRIMS

I Come To The Garden Alone
Why Keep Jesus Waiting?
Lift Him Up
One Step At A Time
There Is A Habitation
Are You Dwelling In The Sunlight?

I LOVE TO TELL
THE STORY
•
•
•
•
•
•

1-14
22 or More Songs per CD!

And Many More Songs

THERE IS ROOM 13 NO TEARS
IN HEAVEN
IN THE KINGDOM
• O Worship The King
• It May Be Far, It May Be Near
• In The Sweet By And By
• Whiter Than Snow
• How Beautiful Heaven Must Be
• He Gave Me A Song

This World Is Not My Home
Glory To His Name
I’ll Fly Away
Blessed Jesus Hold My Hand
It May Be At Morn
Beyond This Land Of Parting

And Many More Songs

And Many More Songs

RAY WALKER

Here We Are But Straying Pilgrims
When He Comes In Glory By And By
I Know That My Redeemer Lives
The Great Redeemer
My Name Is Written There
By His Wonderful Grace

• Swiftly We’re Turning
• Angels Are Singing
• Crossing The Bar
• No Tears In Heaven
• We Saw Thee Not
• Lead Me Gently Home Father

And Many More Songs

14 CROSSING THE BAR

9 10,000 WITH

TENDERLY

And Many More Songs

• Above The Bright Blue
• Brightly Beams
• There’s A Rainbow
• Bring Them In
• I’ll Be Somewhere Listening
• The Old Rugged Cross

Volumes

8

5 SOFTLY AND
•
•
•
•
•
•

And Many More Songs

12 SING ON YE

And Many More Songs

4

AT WATERVIEW

• Joy To The World
• As The Life Of A Flower
• O Spread The Tidings Round
• Write My Name On The Roll
• Lead Me To Calvary
• Waiting The Boatman’s Call

And Many More Songs

I COME TO THE
GARDEN ALONE
•
•
•
•
•
•

And Many More Songs

11 RAY WALKER

• We Praise Thee O God
• O How I Love Jesus
• Jesus Loves Me
• Victory In Jesus
• Seeking the Lost
• If That Isn’t Love

And Many More Songs

3

• At Calvary
• Onward Christian Soldiers
• Soldiers Of Christ Arise
• I Need Thee Every Hour
• I Know Whom I Have Believed
• Jesus Saves

And Many More Songs

2 I AM BOUND FOR

5

10 WHEN THE ROLL IS

MEMORIES

• There Were Ninety And Nine
• Flee As A Bird
• A Mighty Fortress
• Ring It Out
• Angry Words
• Holy, Holy, Holy

And Many More Songs

• Hide Me Rock Of Ages
• Hide Me Oh My Savior
• Blessed Assurance
NEW
• Redeemed
RELEASE
• I am Thine, Oh Lord
• When We All Get To Heaven
• It Is Well With My Soul

And Many More Songs

Harris county sheriff’s department

Marchers set out from the meeting place of the West Houston Church of Christ.

‘Stand up against evil’
“We’ve come out here tonight as a
symbol of our unity,” Brian Offutt,
minister for the West Houston Church of
Christ, told more than 1,000 people who
marched from the church’s building to
the gas station where Deputy Darren
Goforth was killed. “And we’ve come out
tonight to stand up against evil.
“We’ve been divided along socioeconomic lines. We’ve been divided
against race and ethnicity and culture.
And it’s time for us to come together
and grab hands across the aisles.”
On its Facebook page, the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office thanked the
church for “putting together a beautiful tribute to Deputy Goforth and his
family. ... Seeing the community come
together like this means so much to
the law enforcement community here
in Houston and across the nation.”

west houston church of christ

Minister Brian Offutt talks about unity at
the site of the brutal attack.

CALL FOR CATALOG

4

9.99
8.00

* Add $6.00 to your total for postage *

Ask Us About Our Special
Funeral, Wedding,
&
Children’s Music!
1-3 @ $9.99 each
Quantities of 4 or more @ $8.00

$6.00

WEST HOUSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST

Church members and police officers listen as speakers offer prayers for the community.
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For Sale!

Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean • ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210

30 solid wood padded pews for $250
each. Each pew can seat at least 10
people and is 15 feet long. Pads are
located on the rear and back of the pew.
Buyer must load and unload pews upon
purchase. The pulpit is included in the
price. Great price for pews that are in
excellent shape!

The Department of Art and Design invites applications for a nine-month, tenure-track position as assistant or associate
professor beginning Fall 2016 to serve as program director and teach in its CIDA-accredited interior design program.
Candidates are expected to have a terminal degree in interior design or architecture. Proficiency in computer design
technology and demonstrated potential for teaching and scholarly endeavors is expected. Applicants must have strong
communication skills and interest in the development of students. Preference will be given to applicants who have
professional design experience, involvement in professional organizations, and who are NCIDQ credentialed.
A portfolio of student and/or professional work may be requested. Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/art and blogs.acu.edu/artanddesign.

The church of Christ in Wheeler,
Texas, is searching for a pulpit minister.

acu.edu
College of Arts and Sciences

The Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry invites applications for a position in organic chemistry beginning in
Fall 2016. The successful candidate will demonstrate a commitment to excellence in teaching and in research appropriate
for an undergraduate department. An M.S. in organic chemistry is required, with a Ph.D. and post-doctoral experience
preferred. All positions are subject to funding. Searches begin immediately and continue until the position is filled or
closed. Information about the department is available at acu.edu/chemistry.
The Department of Engineering and Physics invites applications for two or more talented engineers for its
new and rapidly growing engineering program. These tenure-track faculty positions offer excellent opportunities
to contribute to and substantially shape the new program. Applicants should have especially strong skills in teaching,
scholarship and mentoring students. Ideal candidates will have a Ph.D. in mechanical, electrical or another engineering
discipline, demonstrated potential to teach effectively in our program’s curriculum, and experience in research and
scholarship activities appropriate to the discipline. Experience in leading or contributing to the senior design experience
will further distinguish a candidate. Candidates having a B.S. and M.S. degree and a license or certification in an
engineering discipline and significant experience in industry or consulting also will be considered. Previous involvement
with ABET accreditation would be helpful. Expected start date is Fall 2016. Information about the department is available
at acu.edu/engineering.
The Department of Mathematics invites applications for a tenure-track position in mathematics beginning in
Fall 2016. An earned doctorate (or completion prior to August 2016) in mathematics or a closely related field is
required. The successful candidate is expected to be or to have the potential to be an effective teacher and mentor in an
undergraduate environment with a desire to pursue professional development and/or research activities. Applicants are
sought with a background in pure or applied mathematics. The teaching load is typically 12 hours and includes service
courses and introductory and advanced majors’ courses. Information about the department is available at acu.edu/math.

School of Nursing

Dr. Becky Hammack, Dean • ACU Box 28035, Abilene, Texas 79699-8035
The School of Nursing invites applications for a position as instructor or assistant professor of nursing beginning Fall
2016. Applicants should maintain an active nursing license, be eligible for RN licensure in the state of Texas and have a
M.S.N. A Ph.D. in nursing, D.N.P. or related doctoral degree is preferred. Applicants from a variety of nursing sub-specialties
(medical-surgical, obstetrics, critical care or nursing informatics) are encouraged to apply. The successful candidate is
expected to work collaboratively in shared governance with nursing faculty toward the Christian mission of the university.
ACU encourages applicants who facilitate exceptional student learning environments, value mentoring and advising
students, and engage in service for the university, profession and community. Applicants will be expected to pursue
scholarly interests and engage students in these activities. Information about the school is available at acu.edu/nursing.

See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete descriptions of these positions. In a letter
to the appropriate dean or chair, applicants should address their qualifications for the position. They should
include in the application a statement of how faith informs their teaching; a discussion of their spiritual
journey; a curriculum vita; transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work; and names, addresses and
phone numbers of five references. Review of applicants will begin immediately and continue until the position
is filled. Nominations of and applications from qualified women and minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ. All applicants must be professing
Christians and be active, faithful members of a congregation of the Churches of Christ and deeply committed
to service in Christian higher education. The mission of ACU is to educate students for Christian service and
leadership throughout the world. ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in employment opportunities.
150347-1015

Contact Andrew:
(334) 233-9085
andrewitson@gmail.com

Our preference is a married man with
some experience as a full-time preacher,
with a Biblical degree and a deep
knowledge of the Scriptures. Our 125member congregation is diverse in
background and age. We have two elders
and many young families who will be a
major focus of our mutual efforts.
See online classified for more details.
Stacy McCasland
Please contact:
(806) 886-4000
mccas@me.com

Full-Time Preacher
Okeechobee, Florida, Church of
Christ seeks full-time preacher.
We are a small town congregation
with mostly an older demographic.
Attendance is approximately 40+
in the summer and 140+ in the
winter. Salary is negotiable.
For more info please e-mail :
okeechurchofcrist@embarqmail.com
(please watch the spelling - this is correct)

Minister Position
Somerset, Ky.

The Cumberland Church of Christ is looking to fill
our minister position. We would like the qualified
individual to be a family man, have a Bible degree
from a Christian college, show a proven track
record of growth from previous pulpit position,
have 6+ years preaching experience. Our congregation has 140 members with three elders, three
deacons and a youth minister. We are a church
involved in our community.

154 Turner St, Somerset, KY 42503
Jim Cherry (606) 875-2652
Ben Eldridge (606) 305-4747
Robin Vinovich (606) 875-5748
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CRUSADE: Working and worshiping to bridge a city’s racial divide
FROM PAGE 3

prepare for the campaign.
“Ninety-five percent of the folks
here have never heard of the
Crusade,” Walsh said, “so we really
had to dig deep and convince people
that the Crusade for Christ was for
the Church of Christ.”
In recent years, Facebook and
Twitter have replaced handshakes
and hugs, but old-fashioned doorknocking still plays a vital role in evangelism, said Daniel Harrison, founder
and national director of the Crusade.
“The mandate is to go and preach
the Gospel to all nations,” Harrison
said. “The mandate is that, as long
as human beings are alive, people’s
souls must be saved.”

PASSING THE BATON

After months of Bible studies and
baptisms, members of Churches of
Christ across the U.S. joined their
brethren in San Antonio for the
Crusade. It began with a free food
distribution in the parking lot of
the Dellcrest Church of Christ in
east San Antonio. Inside the church
building, Crusaders conducted a
free health fair for the community.
Hundreds of people lined up for
the food and to have their blood
pressure and cholesterol checked.
Joe Adams, an elder of the Dellcrest
church, said the acts of service gave
Christians “the opportunity to take
care of the whole man ... You can

photos by HAMIL R. HARRIS

Orpheus Heyward and Jack Evans were
featured speakers during the Crusade.

Participants in the 2015 Crusade for Christ gather in a San Antonio neighborhood.
preach to someone, but don’t preach
until you take care of their needs.”
As she placed bags of groceries
in cars, campaigner Corella Spars
added that, “for those who don’t
know the Lord we are able to show
people who he really is.”
After a day of service, the participants enjoyed a formal dinner
on San Antonio’s picturesque River
Walk. They gathered the next morning for Sunday worship in the Lila
Cockrell Theater. That afternoon
the campaigners marched to Alamo
Plaza, where more singing and
preaching announced the arrival of
the Crusade to the community.
The event represented a passing
of the baton from Jack Evans — who
has served as lead speaker for the
Crusades for the past three decades
— to Orpheus Heyward, senior
minister for the West End Church of
Christ in Atlanta.
“I am preaching through the
next speaker,” said Evans, longtime
president of Southwestern Christian
College in Terrell, Texas. Heyward
attended Southwestern, as did many
prominent evangelists currently serving Churches of Christ, Evans noted.
Heyward said his goal for the
Crusade “is to create the passion for
evangelism. I want people to understand that the message that saved

us is still relevant in this present
context. We want people to buy into
the power of the Gospel.”

WILLING WORKERS FOR THE LORD

For the final three days of the
Crusade, about 400 church members donned bright yellow T-shirts
and gathered for an 8 a.m. devotional before piling into buses to
visit neighborhoods near the city’s
Churches of Christ.
There they continued the work
their San Antonio brethren started
— knocking doors, offering Bible
studies and invitations to worship.
James Haley, who has driven tractor trailers for more than 30 years,
took the wheel of a van to deliver
stacks of fliers and cases of bottled
water to the campaigners.
“I kind of like this,” said Haley, a
79-year-old member of Laurel Street
church. “When I retire I want to be a
foot solider.”
Anna Gravely from Kansas City,
Mo., and Marcie Machen of the
Carrollton Church of Christ in Dallas
were partners as they walked the
sidewalk in one San Antonio community. They never slowed down,
despite angry dogs, hot temperatures and closed doors.
“I want to be out here because this
is the work that the Lord specifies —

that we should go tell the whole world
about Jesus Christ,” said Gravely, a
retired bank employee. “I am planning on making this my work, the
Crusade for Christ, until I leave here.”
Machin, who has attended three
other Crusades, kept it simple.
“I am a willing worker for the
Lord,” she said.
Appropriately enough, minister
José Gutiérrez led the Christians in a
chorus of “I Want to Be a Worker for
the Lord” when they
returned to the bus
— singing in English
and Spanish.
“This is great, two
races, two languages,
the same name, Jesus
Christ, our Lord,”
Gutiérrez said.
Gutiérrez
Sharon Gross traveled from Monterey, Calif., to knock
doors during this year’s Crusade.
Despite the pervasiveness of social
media, she said, “nothing is more
important than human contact. People
want you to talk to them personally.”
That personal contact led to 15
more baptisms during the Crusade,
bringing the total to 75.

AUTONOMY IS NO EXCUSE

The months of door-knocking
prior to the Crusade were a big help,
said Joe Wiggins, minister for the
Northeast Church of Christ in San
Antonio. The small, predominantly
white congregation was a partner in
the campaign. Now, churches across
the city plan to launch a website with
a joint calendar to keep up with each
other’s events.
“Regardless of what happens in
the future, the Churches of Christ in
the San Antonio area will never be
the same in terms of race relations,”
Wiggins said. “The cooperation was
over the top.”
Shawn Price, ministering evangelist for the Laurel Street church,
added that congregations here
should “no longer let autonomy
be an excuse for us not to work
together for the cause of Christ.”
“A lot of people identify us as
being very dogmatic and exclusive,”
Price said, but in John 17 Jesus
prays for his followers “that we all be
one — and that we show it.”
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All candidates must be active members of the church of Christ and committed to Christian education.
CARR COLLEGE OF NURSING. Seeking full-time faculty
member for Master of Science in Nursing, family nurse practitioner track for fall 2016. The successful candidate should maintain an active, unencumbered nursing license; be eligible for RN
and APRN licensing in the state of Arkansas; have a minimum of
a graduate degree in nursing; be currently, nationally certified as a
family nurse practitioner; and have work experience in a primary
care practice. Teaching experience is preferred. A candidate with a
Ph.D., D.N.P. or related doctoral degree is required, and an experienced, qualified applicant currently pursuing a doctoral degree
will be considered. Responsibilities include teaching graduate
nursing courses, working collaboratively in shared governance
with administration and faculty, teaching online courses, and
participating in program development and implementation.
Interested individuals should contact Dr. Susan Kehl, dean,
at skehl@harding.edu or Box 12265, Searcy, AR 72149, or
501-279-4941.
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY. Seeking full-time faculty
member. The successful candidate will have a minimum of a
master’s degree in the biological sciences. Applicants should be
committed to excellence in teaching, scholarship and service.
Preference will be given to candidates with the ability to teach
introductory biology and anatomy and physiology courses and to
candidates with expertise in cellular and molecular biology.
Submit a letter of interest and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Rebekah Rampey, associate professor, at rrampey@harding.edu
or Box 12251, Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS. Seeking full-time
faculty member in mathematics or statistics. The successful
candidate will possess a minimum of a doctorate in mathematics,
statistics or related field or will have a clear plan to complete the
degree. Teaching experience is preferred. Responsibilities will
include teaching general courses as well as upper-level courses in
mathematics or statistics as they are available.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr.
Ronald Smith, chair, at rgsmith@harding.edu or Box 10764,
Searcy, AR 72149.
DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACY PRACTICE. Seeking
full-time faculty member. Responsibilities include didactic
instruction in pharmacotherapy and related clinical sciences,
maintenance of a clinical practice site for the purposes of service
and experiential teaching, and active engagement in scholarship.
Applicants with internal medicine and internal medicine specialty experience are encouraged to apply. Qualified applicants will
possess a Pharm.D. as well as residency/fellowship training. At
least two years of academic experience is preferred. Eligibility for
pharmacy licensure in Arkansas is required.
Interested individuals should contact Jeanie Smith, Pharm.D.,
associate professor, at 501-279-5532, jsmith17@harding.edu or
Box 12230, Searcy, AR 72149.

FINANCE OFFICE. Seeking full-time tax and accounting manager. Applicants should have a bachelor’s degree in accounting
with five years of tax experience in the accounting field. Higher
education accounting experience preferred; CPA a plus. Responsibilities include preparing and reviewing various tax returns,
including trust returns, FBAR returns, Form 5500 for retirement
plans, Form 990 and 990-T, state tax returns related to UBIT,
and various 1099 and 1098 forms; overseeing and preparing
student 1040NR returns and preparation of Form 1042-S for all
international students and payment of any international vendors;
participating in research and reporting for ACA and other
tax-related subjects. Also responsible for 403(b) financial audit;
preparing information for various reports; preparing indirect cost
proposal for grant funding annually; and performing general
accounting functions including account reconciliations,
unclaimed property and daily cash management.
Submit resume to Donna Hutchison, director of accounting,
Box 10772, Searcy, AR 72149. For additional information, email
dhutchis@harding.edu or call 501-279-4032.
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PROGRAM. Seeking program
director. The successful candidate will have a doctoral degree,
eight years of clinical experience in the OT field, administrative
experience, and three years in a full-time academic appointment
at the post-secondary level. Responsibilities include program
development and implementation under the guidelines of the
Accreditation Council for Occupational Therapy Education.
Submit a letter of interest to Dr. Rebecca Weaver, dean of the
College of Allied Health, at Box 12287, Searcy, AR 72149.
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT PROGRAM. Seeking full-time
faculty member. The successful candidate should possess a
minimum of a master’s degree in physician assistant studies or
similar field. Three years of clinical experience and one year of
teaching experience preferred. PA applicants should be NCCPA
certified and eligible for licensure as a physician assistant in the
state of Arkansas. Applicants with other clinical training should
have corresponding professional certification and be eligible
for professional licensure in the state of Arkansas. Responsibilities include participating in the teaching of the program’s core
curriculum; advising and mentoring students; assisting with the
hands-on practical training of students in various clinical skills
needed in clinical practice; maintaining clinical competency
through practice at the program’s affiliated clinic site; conducting
scholarly activity in the area of expertise; and engaging in service
to the college, university and community.
Submit a personal statement of teaching philosophy, three
letters of professional reference, a transcript of professional degree
training along with any other graduate or professional degrees
awarded, and curriculum vitae to Dr. Michael Murphy, chair, at
mmurphy1@harding.edu or Box 12231, Searcy, AR 72149.

Camp Administrator
Sardis Lake Christian Camp in north-

west Mississippi, is looking for a new camp
administrator (CA).
In addition to being the face of this camp,
regular duties will include: overseeing camp
maintenance, traveling to raise funds and
awareness, overseeing registration during
summer camp, and being on call for camp
and retreat directors.
Most importantly, the new CA will be a
man of God and an upstanding member of
a Church of Christ. He should have a heart
for children and a desire to invest in their
long-term spiritual development.
Salary will be competitive and commensurate with skill and experience. Benefits will
include a house and a camp truck.
It is the desire of the board to begin interviews as soon as possible and to fill the
position of camp administrator by January
1, 2016. To apply please send a resume with
at least four references to:

info@sardislakechristiancamp.org
SLCC is located in northwest Mississippi, within
walking distance of Sardis Lake, approximately one
hour south of Memphis, Tenn., and twenty minutes
west of Oxford, Miss. Any person interviewed will
be expected to submit to a full background check.

YOUTH MINISTER
Muskogee Church of Christ is seeking a dynamic, motivated, creative, and
Christ-centered youth minister to lead
and teach our youth here in Muskogee,
Oklahoma.
Application instructions can be found
via the link below:

http://mccweb.org/#/youth
Email:

mccyouthsearch@gmail.com
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Shoppers walk outside a halal meat market in Dearborn, Mich., a Detroit suburb with
the highest concentration of people of Arab origin outside the Middle East.
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Wissam Al-Aethawi, left, visits with fellow volunteer Larry Francis at the Angel House, a
non-denominational nonprofit that serves Arab immigrants in Dearborn, Mich.

MUSLIMS: ‘He had an answer from the Bible for all my doubts’
FROM PAGE 1

staff of the Sunset Church of Christ
in Taylor, a city of 62,000 southwest
of Dearborn.
“I do the evening service every
Sunday, and I teach the morning
class on Wednesday, in addition
to the many events and opportunities the church is providing me,”
Al-Aethawi said. “But my main work
is among Arabs and Muslims.”
The Lincoln Park Church of Christ,
south of Dearborn, is among a
handful of individuals and churches
that have provided financial support
for Al-Aethawi’s ministry.
“The Arab population is growing
so much,” said Russ Bone, Lincoln
Park minister and elder. “We know
by looking at the mosques that are
being erected that there is going to
be a problem if we don’t continue to
work with these people and expose
Jesus Christ to them. And Wissam is
the perfect vehicle, we believe.”
Al-Aethawi’s outreach to Muslims
in the U.S. extends beyond Michigan.
Recently, he helped an Iranian
woman who started visiting a
Church of Christ in Texas gain a
better understanding of the Bible.
“He had an answer from the Bible
for all my doubts, fears and questions,” said the woman, who spoke
on condition of anonymity, citing a
fear of retribution for converting.

“He is an amazing leader,” she
said of Al-Aethawi, “and he is always
ready to help, pray and answer your
questions. He cares about others.”

FROM ISLAM TO CHRISTIANITY

The story of Al-Aethawi’s unlikely
journey from Baghdad to Dearborn
goes back to 1979.
That was the year Saddam Hussein
rose to power — and the year
Al-Aethawi was born to a poor family
who lived in a mud house with steel
sheets as the roof. In the winter, rain
dripped on the young boy, his sisters
and parents as they slept.
Each Friday, Al-Aethawi went to a
neighborhood mosque to pray.
But he never felt comfortable with a
religion he believed called him to hate
people he didn’t know and offered no
hope after his 4-year-old sister, Amina,
died of food poisoning in 1996.
References to Bible verses in
American novels that Al-Aethawi
read piqued his curiosity, as did Tom
Cruise picking up a Gideon Bible
and reading from Job 3:14 in the
movie “Mission Impossible.”
At the massive Al-Mutanabbi
flea market in Baghdad in 1997,
Al-Aethawi — then an engineering
student at the University of Baghdad
— bought the Gospel of John.
“I thought that was the whole Bible,”
Al-Aethawi said. “I did not find any of

the quotes that I was looking for.”
Back at the flea market in 1998,
Al-Aethawi discovered the full New
Testament.
“It took me a few more days,
this time, to realize that the New
Testament itself is a part of another
bigger book that is written. I ran out
of money,” he said, noting that his
family lived on a dollar a month as a
result of U.S. sanctions against Iraq for
invading neighboring Kuwait in 1990.
He borrowed cash from his cousin
to buy his first complete Bible.
“That’s when I was really
impressed with the historical and
geographical information in the
Bible — common knowledge where
I come from,” said Al-Aethawi, referring to ancient Mesopotamia, which
became modern-day Iraq.
A few months later, Al-Aethawi,
almost 20 at the time, spotted a man
with a large cross on his shirt and
asked about his Christian faith.
The Chaldean Catholic described
how God sent his son to die on the
cross and save the world from its sins.
“That was the first time anyone
tells me the message of the Bible,”
Al-Aethawi said.

HIS WAY OUT OF IRAQ: ‘I RAN!’

From that moment, Al-Aethawi
believed in the truth of the Bible.
However, his mother responded

harshly when he tried to share the
Gospel with her.
“That book is bringing shame and
danger to the family,” she told her
son, grabbing him by the collar with
tears in her eyes, “and it’s a blasphemous book.”
Two Muslim leaders came to his
house and told him they’d heard
about him reading the Bible. They
expected to see him at the mosque
every Friday, they warned.
Frightened and worried about
might happen to his family, he gave
away his Arabic-language Bible.
After a few weeks, though, he
bought another Bible — this one in
English — and read it in secret.
For 12 years — even as he fulfilled
18 months of mandatory military
service and launched a civil engineering career — he searched to find
someone willing to baptize him into
Christ. At one point, while he worked
on an engineering project in war-torn
Fallujah, the U.S. military briefly
mistook him for a terrorist, and he
feared he might be killed on the spot.
“Will God accept me knowing that
I have been trying to get baptized?”
he asked himself.
Finally, in 2011, Duncan Heaster
— a believer with whom he corresponded online — traveled from
Latvia to Kurdistan in northern
Iraq to baptize Al-Aethawi in a hotel
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Wissam Al-Aethawi, who serves on the ministry staff of the Sunset Church of Christ in
Taylor, Mich., leads a small-group Bible study at his home each Friday night.

Wissam Al-Aethawi, right, claps as Neil Diamond tribute artist Theron Denson performs
at a fund-raiser for the Church of Christ Care Center in Clinton Township, Mich.

bathtub. Al-Aethawi rode a bus to
meet Heaster.
“It all seemed so ordinary, but it
was that mundane bathtub and standard hotel bathroom fixtures (that)
all seemed now so transformed by
the Lord’s usage,” Heaster said.
Afterward, Heaster and Wissam
went out to eat at a restaurant
surrounded by security guards.
“Sure, thoughts of kidnappings
and bombs did inevitably cross my
mind,” Heaster said. “But sitting
there at the table with him ... it
didn’t matter whether this was Iraq
or Europe or wherever, safe or
dangerous, war or peace. Because
the essence was so clearly of … an
abnormally sincere man … coming
to the Lord Jesus with all his heart.”
Al-Aethawi asked an American
believer named Susan Martin —
who graded his online Bible correspondence courses — to pray that
God would allow him to live in a
place where he could practice his
Christian faith freely.
In 2011, he obtained one of the
first Iraqi tourist visas to the U.S.
in two decades and traveled to see
Martin, who lives in the Amish
country of Pennsylvania.
Once in America, he applied — and
after a lengthy process, received —
permanent residency based on his
fears of religious persecution in Iraq.
While in Pennsylvania, he met
Ivan Martin, a member of the Camp
Hill Church of Christ, who invited
Al-Aethawi to share his story on a

longtime ties to Michigan.
Al-Aethawi’s effort to proselytize in
Tallman encouraged Al-Aethawi
Dearborn is likely to draw responses
to consider serving as a missionary
ranging from ambivalence to antagoto his fellow Arabs in Dearborn.
nism, said Saeed Khan, a Muslim
Tallman even bought Al-Aethawi a
who co-teaches a course on Christianplane ticket to “spy out the land.”
Muslim interactions at Rochester
At first, the idea did not appeal to
College, a Detroit-area school associAl-Aethawi.
ated with Churches of Christ.
“I just escaped from the Muslim
“In many ways, the Arab
world,” he said. “I’m
Muslims are not
learning what it’s like
going to be unfamiliar
to be free and safe
with the strategy or
and without fear for
agenda,” Khan said.
the first time.”
But after waiting 12
But as he prayed
years to be baptized,
and reflected on
Al-Aethawi said he
God’s calling in his
has the patience to
life, he embraced the
win souls to Christ.
opportunity to take
A U.S. flag hangs on
the Gospel to Arabs in
his living-room wall in
America. He does so
a neighborhood where
with love and respect.
he relishes the sounds
“Muslims have a
of birds chirping and
very strong faith,” he
trees whistling instead
said. “They are very
of bombs exploding.
deeply rooted in that
At times, his
BOBBY ROSS JR. emotions overwhelm
faith.”
Wissam Al-Aethawi, right, enjoys him as he reflects on
He asks to hear
their faith stories and fellowship with Steve Spiceland his freedom to follow
pays close attention. after preaching at the Sunset
Jesus — and tell
But then he suggests Church of Christ in Taylor, Mich.
others about him.
— gently — that it’s
“Sometimes,” he
only fair if they let him share his.
said, “when I have nightmares or
“I would never do anything that
when I first wake up, not knowing
offends them,” Al-Aethawi said.
where I’m at, thinking that I’m still
“In fact, I love them so much that I
in Iraq and that somebody will die
preach the Gospel to them, knowing today like somebody died yesterday
that if they respond to the message I and the day before, I look at that flag
preach to them, I will be stuck with
and then say, ‘Thank God, it’s not
them through all eternity.”
going to happen now.’”

Sunday. Al-Aethawi so impressed
Camp Hill minister Doug Hamilton
that Hamilton encouraged the Iraqi
native to pursue studies at Sunset
International Bible Institute in
Lubbock, Texas.
“I told him that he could be a
powerful tool in God’s hands if he
was properly trained, but he said
he could not afford such an opportunity,” Hamilton said. “I said the
brethren would love to sponsor a
man like him to go to a brotherhood
preaching school.”
At Sunset, Al-Aethawi’s Bible knowledge, speaking ability and rare grasp
for a foreigner of American culture
impressed his teachers and fellow
students, President Truitt Adair said.
“I mean, he knows the American
idioms,” said Bob Jackson, Sunset’s
assistant vice president for advancement. “He knows the cultural cues.
Most of our foreign students come
here, and they can’t laugh at our
jokes. … He just blended right in.”
That’s evident at guest speaking
engagements at English-speaking
churches, as Al-Aethawi jokes that
he enjoys how Americans say the
name of his country: “I rock!”
Or he’ll note that people ask him
how he got out of Iraq.
It’s pretty simple, he quips: “I ran!”

NOW, HE’S FREE TO SHARE JESUS

While at Sunset, Al-Aethawi took
an evangelism class taught by Jerry
Tallman, author of the book “His
Eternal Plan” and a minister with
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The most remote villages in Africa, today, still have no electricity.
The most remote villages in Africa, today, still have no electricity.
And many still have not heard the Word of God. Stop for a minute and think about this.
And many still have not heard the Word of God. Stop for a minute and think about this.
Now, join us in delivering solar-powered audio players containing the entire Bible,
Now, join us in delivering solar-powered audio players containing the entire Bible,
all 40 Sunset courses, WBS lessons and gospel singing to thousands more who can use
all 40 Sunset courses, WBS lessons and gospel singing to thousands more who can use
the sun to worship the Son. Your gift in 2015 will make their day... in the Son.
the sun to worship the Son. Your gift in 2015 will make their day... in the Son.
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Sunset International Bible Institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sibi.cc
Sunset International Bible Institute • 800.658.9553 • www.sibi.cc
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TRUJILO — Members of a medical
mission to this Central American
city said they were blessed as they
blessed people in underserved
communities.
Eleven Christians, representing
nine congregations in five U.S.
states, served in a medical brigade
coordinated by Little Hands, Big
Hearts, a ministry supported by
Churches of Christ. The mission
focuses on special-needs children
and their families.
In addition to treating nearly 400
patients in three days of rural health
clinics, the team hosted a clinic
at the newly opened Little Hands
Health Center, funded in part by a
grant from the Ezell Foundation.
“I was blessed to see how the
mission reached out in such a
holistic way to serve the children
and community,” said team member
Dr. Michelle Danielson, a pediatrician from Helena, Mont.

Panama

EL VALLE DE ANTóN — Owen and Lauren
Mitchell traveled to this Central
American nation to teach a “Dynamic
Marriage” seminar for the El Valle
Church of Christ.
Four couples, who had been
together for a combined 75 years,
then decided to be legally married
under the laws of Panama to be good
examples for their children and their
community, missionaries David and
Lisa Carter wrote in a recent report.

sweden

Stockholm — Saying you’re a Christian
in Sweden doesn’t necessarily mean
you believe in Christ.
Nearly two-thirds of
this Nordic nation’s
9.4 million souls
claim to belong to the
Church of Sweden,
a Lutheran denomination, according to
a survey conducted Gabrielle
by the church. But
Opoku
only 15 percent of the
church’s members believe in Jesus,
the survey found, and only about
400,000 said they attend church at
least once per month.
For the past 10 years, a small
Church of Christ has met in the
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Faith on camera

Calling Cameroon to Christ

photo provided by Greg Elangwe

In West Africa, students from the Bear Valley Bible Institute of Cameroon, Wotutu, go
door-to-door in cities and villages, giving out Bibles and faith-based literature, sharing
their faith and inviting people to church.
“Evangelism is the backbone of the work here,” director Greg Elangwe said, “and we do
all we can daily and weekly to make sure our students reach out to souls, which is good
for their training. We also do a lot of follow up after we pass through a community.”
The institute is associated with Bear Valley Bible Institute International. The Denverbased ministry, associated with Churches of Christ, has 17 extension campuses in 15
countries around the world and more than 300 full-time preacher-training students.
home of George Opoku, a native of
the West African nation of Ghana,
and his wife, Gabrielle, a Swede.
With only 11 members, the church
struggles to survive.
“The challenge is that people here
are not interested and find it difficult
to trust God,” Gabrielle Opoku said.
The couple asks for missionaries
and evangelists willing to work with
the church as it seeks to reach its
increasingly secular society.

THAILAND

BANGKOK — Christians in this Southeast
Asian capital asked for prayers after
a terrorist attack at the busy Erawan
shrine that claimed 20 lives.
Thailand’s national police chief said
the bombing was retaliation by human
traffickers who smuggle ethnic
Uighurs, an aggrieved minority in
western China, into Thailand. Earlier
this year Thai authorities deported

about 100 Uighurs back to China.
“We’ve been overwhelmed by all
of your sweet words and prayers for
us and for the people of Thailand,”
missionaries Gary and Michelle Ford
said in a message to supporters.
“Please continue to pray for those
injured and for those who have lost
loved ones in the bombing.”

VIETNAM

can tho — Mike Tune teaches Bible
class in this Southeast Asian city —
from his home in Falls Church, Va.
Tune, minister for the Church of
Christ in Falls Church, speaks to the
young congregation through Skype,
the telecommunications program.
He begins teaching at 10 p.m.
Saturday night in Virginia, which is
Sunday morning in Vietnam.
“We study together for 30
minutes,” Tune said. “Often, the
room is full.”

GUATEMALA CITY — In this Central
American capital, where poverty,
wide income disparity and violent
crime are daily concerns, Julio
Hernandez sees his job as a television news reporter as a means of
serving his country — and his God.
“By way of microphone and
cameras,” Hernandez said, “one can
send messages to the public so that
they cease their delinquency and
instead grow in love among their
fellow countrymen, as well as love
towards foreigners.”
Hernandez, a reporter for TN23
Guatemala, is an active member of
the Zona 11 Church of Christ.
He struggled to earn his university degree and often barely had
enough money to take the bus
to class. He received a Sherma
Scholarship through Health Talents
International, a medical mission
associated with Churches of
Christ, and was able to complete
his communications degree at
University of San Carlos.
As he covers government meetings
and news conferences, Hernandez
seeks to be “an example to the
next generation — and to my work
colleagues — regarding how God
lives within my heart,” he said in an
interview with Health Talents, translated from Spanish by Julie Obregon.
He also wants to use his talents
to help his congregation grow,
nuture its children and organize
large events to reach out to its
community.
Website: www.healthtalents.org

PHOTO PROVIDED

News report Julio Hernandez on location.

14

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FROM THE FRONT

OCTOBER 2015

REFUGEES: Syrians’ woes reflect a global trend of millions displaced
FROM PAGE 1

from Kobani, Syria, drowned after the
boat ferrying his family from Turkey
to Greece — along with other refugees from Syria — capsized. Twelve
died, including Alan, his mother and
his 5-year-old brother.
“You and I, when we see images
of that little boy ... these images
touch our hearts,” said Danny Sims,
director of Texas-based Global
Samaritan Resources. “But nobody
knows what to do.”
Sims voiced the
frustration many in
Churches of Christ
feel as they see news
of refugees from
the Middle East in
Europe. In countries
including Hungary,
Sims
the refugees are
herded into overcrowded camps and
mistreated — even kicked — as they
make their way to nations that offer
them asylum, including Austria,
Germany and Scandinavian nations.
In Vienna, “it was a great joy
and pleasant surprise to see how
many native Austrians, as well as
Germans, welcomed the refugees
with clothing, bottled water, food
items, toys,” Hiller said,
Partners in Progress, an Arkansasbased ministry supported by
Churches of Christ, is helping the
church provide for the refugees’
needs. Hiller prays that the acts of
kindness will kindle friendships —
and opportunities to introduce the
war-torn refugees to a loving Savior.
“Foremost,” Hiller said, “we want
to bring honor and glory to our Lord
by serving these precious souls.”

SERVING FROM UKRAINE TO IRAQ

The thousands fleeing Syria’s brutal
conflict represent only a fraction of
the 19.5 million refugees worldwide,
the United Nations estimates.
In Europe and around the world,
Christians and ministries do what
they can to help those living between
borders — in poverty and uncertainty.
In Cologne, Germany, a 25-member
Church of Christ reaches out to
refugee communities, teaching
German using faith-based materials such as the Let’s Start Talking
program, said Uli Steiniger, one of

ONCE HOMELESS, SHE now FEEDS THE HOMELESS: Radmila Horneck, a member of a house church in Vienna, Austria, serves chicken, rice and
peppers to refugees from the Middle East. The native of Serbia knows what it’s like to be hungry, fellow church member Reggy Hiller
said. “Radmila was brought to Christ through our ministry in a shelter for homeless families some years ago,” Hiller said. “Now her
daughter and granddaughter are also followers of Christ.” Church members fed about 100 refugees on a recent Sunday.
the congregation’s three elders.
Members invite refugees to
church and fellowship meals. They
help provide for basic needs — from
baby formula to bicycles.
“The whole church is involved,”
Steiniger told The Christian Chronicle.
“So far we are managing and require
no external help — except big
prayers. God has his hands in this.”
In the Middle East, Global
Samaritan Resources has provided
material aid for Syrian refugees in
neighboring Jordan. The ministry
is sending supplies and food to
Kurdistan in northern Iraq, Sims
said, helping Kurds who have
suffered due to the ongoing Syrian
conflict and attacks by the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS.
Meanwhile, Churches of Christ
continue to respond to the refugee
crisis in Ukraine, where pro-Russian

separatists have seized control of
cities in the east, displacing about
1.4 million people.
Andrew Kelly, who has spent the
past year housing and assisting refugees through the Jeremiah’s Hope
ministry, was in the U.S. recently
supervising the loading of the eighth
container of relief supplies for those
served by the ministry.
Kelly said he’s thankful for the
assistance from Christians in the U.S.
He also urged believers moved
by the photo of 3-year-old Alan to
consider the long-term physical and
spiritual needs of refugees.
“I see churches now responding to
Ukraine, 18 months later,” he said.
“I think this Syria situation is only
going to get worse.”
SEE UPDATES and find links to contribute to relief
for refugees at www.christianchronicle.org.

PHOTOS BY REGGY HILLER

Church member Gerhard Krassnig, left,
gives refugees New Testaments produced
by Eastern European Mission.
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‘This is why God built this place’
nearly 30 years after chernobyl, a Christian camp in central Ukraine
becomes a refuge from the bloody conflict in the country’s war-torn east.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

kolentsi, Ukraine
n hour south of Chernobyl,
site of a catastrophic nuclear
power plant disaster in 1986,
a little camp in the woods
has become a place of refuge in the
midst of a new disaster.
Andrew and Jenny Kelly,
Christians who oversee the nonprofit
Jeremiah’s Hope, built the camp as
a place for orphans and at-risk kids
in this Eastern European nation —
where social ills including alcoholism
have devastated families, where
social services are overworked and
children’s homes are underfunded.
The camp, financed mostly
through $20 and $100 checks from
Christian donors, gave children a
place to experience God’s love —
and gave ministries and nonprofits a
place to retreat and strategize.
In the past 16 months, as proRussian separatists clashed with
Ukrainian forces in the country’s
troubled east, the
camp has become
a temporary home
for more than 350
Ukrainians fleeing the
bloody conflict.
In May 2014, the
Kellys were making
plans for the summer,
Andrew Kelly
when they usually
host seven or eight weeks of summer programs for children, many
of whom come from lives of abject
poverty and abuse, Andrew Kelly
said. Then the phone rang.
A friend in Slavyansk — a city
beseiged by violence — needed a
place to house children and caretakers from an orphanage.
“That first night, when they came
in by bus at 2 a.m., I said to Jenny,
‘This is why God built this place,’”
Andrew Kelly said.
Shell-shocked, some of the refugees walked around the camp like
zombies, Andrew Kelly said. Some
were Christians and obeyed the
rules. Others weren’t. They drank.
They made ministry “more challenging, but more purposeful,” he said.

Reflected Wisdom
by James V. Lee

(Graduate of Abilene Christian University)

Reflected Wisdom derives its title from the recognition that all
wisdom flows from God. Using those principles, this book is an
attempt to formulate fundamental truths in concise, thoughtful
entertainment on subjects of universal interest.

Profits from all books ordered from this ad will be donated to

World Bible School.

Order today!
ERIK TRYGGESTAD

www.jpsgraphics.com/world-bible-school

Foreword by Tom Ziglar, proud son of Zig Ziglar.

Jeremiah’s Hope opened its first camp
session in Kolentsi in June 2009.

As the conflict lingers, workers
with Jeremiah’s Hope help the
refugees start new lives in central
Ukraine. Some have opened businesses, including an auto repair
shop, with the ministry’s help.
“They’re looking for something
to hope in,” Jenny Kelly said of the
refugees. “If the church doesn’t step
in and meet the needs, they’re going
to look somewhere else.”
Edward Sobolev and his family
made the harrowing journey from
Donetsk, Ukraine, under separatist
control. The 16-year-old, who goes
by “Edik,” was held at
gunpoint by soldiers
who thought he and
his friends might be
spies for the separatists. At the camp,
they found fellow
Christians who gave
them housing and
Jenny Kelly
hope, Sobolev said.
“This is the best camp I’ve been
in,” the teen said in Russian as
Jenny Kelly translated. “They try to
make you feel at home. Everything’s
good, but it’s not home.”
For Andrew Kelly, “It’s been a year
for me of seeing what refuge looks
like,” he said, “and understanding
better what God has done for us.”
When Ukrainians say goodbye,
there are no simple thank-yous, he
said. Instead, they speak for five
or six minutes as they praise their
hosts, counting the blessings they’ve
received one by one.
“That’s been a wake-up call for me,”
Andrew Kelly said. “Am I that grateful to my God who has rescued me?”
WEBSITE: www.jeremiahshope.org

President
and

Development Director
The President oversees the total operations of the school, with a particular focus on
school advancement and fundraising.
The Development Director coordinates and directs church, alumni and donor relations.
Further information and job descriptions are available at www.columbiachristian.com.
Interested applicants may submit resumes to the President Search Committee or
Development Director Search Committee at ccs@columbiachristian.com.
Additional questions or inquiries may be directed to Kevin Reed at (503) 252-8577.
Columbia Christian Schools, a fully-accredited PreK-12 academy in Portland, Ore.

Degrees Designed for Real World
Ministry. Degrees Designed for You.

BACHELOR OF ARTS
The B.A. is a 128-hour program
designed with an emphasis on
preaching and communication
of the gospel. Includes Christian
service mentoring and mission
work each semester.

MASTER OF MINISTRY
The Master of Ministry is a
36-hour program that seeks to
enhance the service and
leadership of persons who are
engaged in ministry.

MASTER OF ARTS
The Master of Arts is a 36-hour
program that enables students
to read and interpret biblical
texts in their original languages.
Students will engage in rigorous
academic research.

MASTER OF DIVINITY
The MDiv is a 75-hour program
that equips students for
leadership in a congregation.
Students will develop a holistic
ministry plan that addresses the
needs of a Christian community.

All programs are available
anywhere in the world via
Distance Learning.

HCU Office of Admissions
www.hcu.edu * 256.766.6610
PO Box HCU, Florence, AL 35630
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Experienced Minister
Knowlegeable in Scripture

The Indiana Avenue Church of Christ in
Topeka, Kan., is seeking an experienced minister
who is knowledgeable in the Scriptures and has effective
preaching, teaching, leadership and interpersonal skills.
We are a diverse 125-member congregation with an
established leadership.

Indiana Avenue Church of Christ
Attn: Walter Jackson
3510 Indiana Ave, Topeka, KS 66604
(785) 213-6365
dubjack1949@hotmail.com

Full-time Preacher
The Augusta Church of
Christ in Augusta, Kan., is
seeking a full-time preacher.
Please send resume to:

Augusta Church of Christ
3500 N Ohio St
Augusta, KS 67010

EEM
EASTERN

EUROPEAN

MISSION

Minister Position
South Hillsborough Church of Christ

is looking for a minister to serve our small
congregation. We have limited resources.
Great opportunity for a second career. Looking
for someone that wants to help us engage our
church through preaching, teaching and caring.
If interested, send resume to:

South Hillsborough Church of Christ
Attn: Doug Fouss
203 Glenellen Pl
Sun City Center, FL 33573
shchurchofchrist@gmail.com

Come be a part of the Lord’s work!
University City Church of Christ is looking for
a full-time youth minister. We are an established
congregation of 400+ members located right in the
heart of North Central Florida with 40+ students
in our middle/high school youth group. We are
seeking a youth minister who can continue to inspire our youth to love the Lord, serve the Lord and
play an active role in our congregation and community. The youth minister will have godly support
to assist with the growth of our youth programs.
We are a diverse congregation with a wealth of
volunteers who care for the souls of our youth.

Send resume to:
(352) 372-4911
ucccyouthminister@gmail.com
4626 NW 8th Ave, Gainesville, FL 32605

All across Eastern Europe, more school administrators

MANY STUDENTS.

are asking EEM for Bibles for their students in public schools.
These countries know what’s good for their children. And so do you.

MANY BIBLES.
They are choosing God’s Word. The Bible.
And you are choosing to unite with us. To help change their future.

MANY THANKS.
Ukraine, Romania, Croatia and EEM all want to say,
“Thank you.”
T H E B I B L E.

M I L L I O N D OL L A R S U N D AY

W E W A N T E V E R Y O N E T O G E T I T.

facebook.com/EasternEuropeanMission

twitter.com/@EveryoneGetsIt

800-486-1818

MillionDollarSunday.org

OCTOBER 2015

Currents

the christian chronicle

17

Sharing stories of loss, hope, new life
REFUGEES FROM the BLOODY CONFLICT in east Ukraine speak about their journeys and the Church of Christ that serves them
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

KIEV, Ukraine
hey’re not refugees.
To members of the Vinograder
Church of Christ in Ukraine’s
capital, the people who inhabit
the former school buildings and public
offices in their neighborhood are
friends with stories of loss, survival
and hope in the midst of adversity.
A few of them have become
brothers and sisters in Christ.
Hearing their stories is an important part of ministering to souls from
war-torn eastern Ukraine, said Marina
Noyes, a member of the Vinograder
church. Recently, Noyes translated as
a small group of easterners spoke with
The Christian Chronicle.

‘CHILDREN MISS THEIR GRANDMOTHERS’

“We had a wonderful life,” said Lena
Reshetnyak, who lived with her family
in the town of Kirovsk.
Then “the so-called ‘defenders’
came to so-called
‘protect’ us,” she said.
Those “defenders”
were members of
pro-Russian militias
who clashed with
Ukrainian soldiers.
Eight months
pregnant with
Reshetnyak
their second child,
Reshetnyak and her husband left for
Kiev so that their oldest daughter
could have life-saving heart surgery.
By then, the banks in Kirovsk had
closed and the mail had stopped. After
the surgery and the birth of their
second daughter, the couple made the
painful decision to stay in Kiev.
“Of course, we want a corner of
our own,” Reshetnyak said. “But
now, over there, it’s impossible.”
The couple’s parents refuse to
leave. In phone calls they describe
the situation as “horrible, horrible,”
she said. “They tell us not to come
back because there is no light at the
end of the tunnel.”
Meanwhile, “the children are

robbed a drunken police officer
because “I needed a dose.”
Finally, in a rehab center, “I came
to the understanding that I should
not live only for myself,” he said. His
father was a believer in Christ, so
Maxim Dotsenko prayed for healing.
He watched the militants in his city
become louder, more aggressive,
breaking windows and decrying the
Ukrainian government. Criminals
and drug addicts — people like the
man he once was — began taking
over, he said. He opposed them and
they threatened to kill him.
He feared for his wife, Olga, and
their daughter, Sophia, born with
multiple health issues, including deafness and blindness. They fled to Kiev.
“All the way we heard shooting
and shelling,” he said.
Here, members of the church have
ERIK TRYGGESTAD
assisted the family.
Once a drug addict and now a ministry student, Maxim Dotsenko talks about his
“I like the fellowship here. There
journey from eastern Ukraine and his baptism in Kiev as his wife, Olga, listens.
are no distractions,” Maxim Dotsenko
to Crimea until the 1990s.
missing their grandmothers,”
said of the Vinograder congregation.
After the Russians took Crimea in
Reshetnyak said. And the grand“I like worship. I like that there is no
February 2014, soldiers began interro- loud music. I do not like that, in some
mothers haven’t gotten to hold their
gating Anya and her husband, asking
newest granddaughter.
(churches), people put others down.
if they had ties to terrorist groups.
Members of the Vinograder
We don’t have that here.”
After a few unsuccessful attempts to
church have helped, she added, by
He was baptized and is studying
leave, they finally reached Kiev.
playing with the children.
at the Ukrainian Bible Institute,
In Crimea, they felt like there were a ministry training school that
“Whatever is needed, they are
watched constantly,
always ready to help,” she said.
recently relocated from
Anya said. But “in
Donetsk, in eastern
HERE ‘WE ARE JUST A NORMAL FAMILY’
Ukraine, we are just a
Ukraine, to Kiev.
Anya declined to give her last
normal family. No one
Now he prays again
name, for security reasons. She’s a
has ever touched us.”
for healing — for his
Muslim of Russian descent and her
Church members
daughter, who suffers
husband is an Arab.
visit them almost
from seizures. Only a
Unlike the refugees she lives with
every other day, Anya
hospital in Germany
in a former social services office,
said, and are ready to
offers surgery and
she’s from Crimea, the peninsula in
help when there’s any
therapy that can help
sickness or need.
southern Ukraine annexed by Russia
Sophia, but the price tag
“They are very
months prior to the uprising in the east.
PHOTO provideD is tens of thousands of
noble people with pure Sophia Dotsenko, age 5, is in
The couple and their children lived
Euros.
hearts,” she said.
among the Tatar people, a predomiSitting next to his
need of treatment in Germany.
nantly Muslim ethnic group in
wife after Sunday
Crimea. The Tatars’ distrust of Russia WORSHIP WITH NO DISTRACTIONS
worship, Maxim Dotsenko said that
dates back to the Soviet Union, when
Years before the Ukrainian conflict,
he also prays for her. She has not yet
Joseph Stalin had their entire popula- Maxim Dotsenko was fighting battles. made the decision to be baptized.
tion of 180,000 deported to central
“I used to be a drug addict, on
With a smile, Olga Dotsenko
Asia. Almost half died of hunger, and
and off of drugs,” said Dotsenko, a
replied, “I am coming, I am coming,
the Tatars weren’t allowed to return
factory worker in Luhansk. He once
little by little.”
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‘It is very important for parents to be directly involved
in the complete training of their children, to ensure the
values as well as the academics are up to par.’

A faithful flair
for the dramatic

— Wayne Wells, preaching minister, Gainesboro Church of Christ in Tennessee

a homeschool thespian troupe gives students the chance
‘to participate in wholesome, God-honoring productions,’
says the church member who founded the group.

Charlene Notgrass

The cast of “Free At Last” gathers onstage for a group photo at the Cookeville Performing Arts Center in Tennessee. The Homeschool Dramatic Society production featured more
than 100 cast members. Written and directed by Mev McCurdy, the production told a story of the Underground Railroad, which helped slaves escape to the North, in 1851.
BY RACHEL PATE | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘W

hen I was a little girl, I
was shy and quiet and
liked to hide behind
my mom,” said Mary
Evelyn McCurdy.
Until she got on stage, that is.
“I loved to act,” said McCurdy,
known as Mev, a member of the
Gainesboro Church of Christ in
Tennessee. “My sister and I, along
with our friends, enjoyed putting on
shows for our family in our basement.”
Her parents, Ray and Charlene
Notgrass, homeschooled the children
— Mev, Bethany and John — but didn’t
confine their talents to the basement, or
their faith-based teachings to the house.
Mev participated in community
theater and performed with church
drama groups. Then she decided to
write and direct a play of her own.
She was 15 years old at the time.
“I organized a group of 21 other
homeschooled children and directed
the production that autumn,” she
recalls. The play, “Hosanna!” followed
children in Capernaum during the life
of Jesus.

The students performed it in a
church gym in 1999. Mev called her
group the Homeschool Dramatic
Society. Now she scours libraries to create original, historical dramas, including “Free At Last,” a musical about the
Underground Railroad of the 1850s.
The 2014 production featured a cast
of more than 100 actors and a two-story,
rotating antebellum mansion created
by Mev’s husband, Nate McCurdy.

More impressive, Mev McCurdy
said, is the chance the society gives
children in Middle Tennessee’s
Upper Cumberland area “to participate in wholesome, God-honoring
productions.”

a family mission to instill values

While Mev penned “Hosanna!”
in 1999, her parents launched a
homeschooling curriculum business,

The cast of Mev McCurdy’s first production,“Hosanna!,” on stage in 1999.

Charlene Notgrass

Notgrass History, to share their faithbased lessons with other families.
The company attempts to combine
“a straightforward approach to the
Bible” with a “reliable presentation of
history,” Ray Notgrass said.
It’s a business and a ministry for the
family. Ray Notgrass, a former minister, has a master’s in history from the
University of Kentucky and a Master
of Arts in Religion from Harding
School of Theology in Memphis,
Tenn. He writes materials on U.S.
history, government and economics.
Charlene Notgrass also writes about
history and keeps a daily blog to
encourage homeschooling moms.
Their children are co-owners. Son
John Notgrass manages the company and leads marketing. Daughter
Bethany Poore does research and
development and creates activities to
go along with specific lessons.
Mev McCurdy is a graphic designer
and oversees the twice-monthly email
newsletter. Nate McCurdy manages
the company’s warehouse and assists
in graphic design. The couple plans
to use the materials when their two
children reach school age.

Gregory Poore

Notgrass History, owned and operated by Nate and Mev McCurdy, Charlene and Ray
Notgrass, Bethany Poore and John Notgrass, produces faith-based homeschool material.
“I believe that, in general, the best
setting for a child to learn is at the
feet of the people who love him most
— his parents,” Mev McCurdy said.
Homeschooling allows parents to
teach from a biblical worldview, she
said, and gives families the chance to
spend time building relationships with
each other and their church.
Wayne Wells, preaching minister
for the Gainesboro Church of Christ,
said the Notgrass family is an active
part of the congregation, “more than
willing to rise to the opportunities of
serving both publicly and privately.”
“It is very important for parents to
be directly involved in the complete
training of their children,” Wells said,
“to ensure the values as well as the
academics are up to par.”
In addition to instilling those values,
Mev McCurdy said, homeschooling
allows children to learn at their own
pace and pursue their own interests
— including acting.

be found backstage at the Cookeville
Performing Arts Center, preparing for
an upcoming musical. Mev McCurdy
writes the historical dramas and her
mother serves as assistant director.
Among the Homeschool Dramatic
Society’s productions are “Miracles
in the Hills,” a story about a medical mission in Appalachian North
Carolina in the early 1900s; “Journey
of Faith,” highlighting Gladys
Aylward and her work among

Nathaniel Bluedorn

Bethany Notgrass (now Poore) directs the Homeschool Dramatic Society during a 2006
rehearsal. She served as musical director before she married and moved from Tennessee.
orphans in China in the 1930s; and
“Yellow Star,” a story of life in a Nazioccupied French village in 1943.
For Tammie Brown and her family,
the school year “wouldn’t be complete
without being in ‘the play,’” the homeschooling mom said. Her children
have graced the stage since Mev
McCurdy’s first production.
“Through the years it has been a joy
to watch as the play comes together
through practice and set-building,”

historical drama for god’s glory

When they’re not working on new
homeschool curricula or serving with
their church, the Notgrass crew can

Brown said. “Our children and many
others have learned spiritually, emotionally and academically — but mostly
from working hard as a cast to tell the
story, which brings glory to God.”
The society’s latest production,
slated for Sept. 24-26, returns to
Capernaum in the first century A.D.
“Touched by the King” highlights
people impacted by the life of Jesus,
featuring traditional Israeli dances
and songs, original musical numbers
and choreography.
“Sometimes I have had all the cast
members kneel in a circle on the stage
when we pray,” Mev McCurdy said.
“It’s a good way to dedicate the theater,
the production and the cast and crew
members to the Father and remind
everyone that it is all for his glory.
“I know that I have been drawn
closer to the Father and that my faith
has been strengthened through these
productions, and year after year it has
been my prayer that the same would
be true for the other cast members
and our audiences.”

Tasha Starling

Mev McCurdy performs a duet on the stage of “Fiona’s Gift,” her 2013 production set at
Christmas on the Lower East Side of New York in 1913.

WEBSITES: www.christianmusicaltheatre.com,
www.notgrass.com

20

OCTOBER 2015

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Job Opening!
Georgia AGAPE in Atlanta is seeking an experienced social work/
social service professional to serve as our Assistant Director of
Social Services. AGAPE is a faith-based, licensed child-placing
agency associated with the Churches of Christ providing foster care,
adoption, maternity care and professional counseling. The work of
this position will be multifaceted, providing direct services to children
and families through our foster care and adoption programs and
having program planning, oversight and supervision responsibilities.
Direct services include doing foster care case management, foster
and adoptive home studies and foster parent training.
This is a full-time position with a competitive salary and benefits
package. The candidate must possess a Master’s Degree in a
social services field and have at least 4 years of experience in
children and family services.

Australia
Chile
England

0

France
Greece

For more information,
call LaQuisha White, Director of
Social Services, at 770-452-9995
or email her at
LaQuisha@GeorgiaAgape.org.

Italy
Zambia
&

Spanning the globe
At Harding University we don’t just talk about global
experiences, we provide them. At seven international
campuses spanning five continents, Harding students
spend a semester studying outside the realm of a traditional
classroom encountering different cultures, historic sites,
foreign languages and amazing architecture. Nearly 50
percent of students in each graduating class have attended
one or more of the international programs, which provide a
Christian worldview.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas

Atlanta, Georgia

He WANTS to be a
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER
SELF-SUPPORTING EVANGELIST

Help TRAIN him for only $150 per month
and YOU can be a part of
CHANGING LIVES FOREVER
ZambiaMission.org/college

PARTNERS
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aBBY BELLOW, THE TALON, OKLAHOMA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

Sacred Page at Oklahoma Christian

Stafford North, distinguished professor of Bible, studies artifacts inside the Museum
of the Bible exhibit at Oklahoma Christian University in Oklahoma City. Oklahoma
Christian hosted the traveling exhibit in September. Sacra Pagina, The Sacred Page
features centuries-old artifacts that highlight ways people approach and study the
Bible. For more information about the exhibit and featured artifacts, see oc.edu/exhibit.

CAMPUS MINISTRY
CAMPUS MINISTRY UNITED

TULSA, Okla. — Campus Ministry
United, which promotes evangelism
on campuses, will merge its annual
conference with the Tulsa Workshop.
“Our hope and prayer is that this
move will increase the exposure of
evangelistic campus ministry among
our fellowship of churches and will
lead more young people ... to attend
the workshop,” CMU leader Wes
Woodell said. The 40th annual Tulsa
Workshop will be April 6-9, 2016.

C H I L D R E N A N D FA M I L I E S
CHILDREN’S HOMES INC.

PARAGOULD, Ark. — A new, 6,300-squarefoot facility houses food and clothing
rooms as well as stock and sorting
rooms, said Micah Brinkley,
Children’s Homes Inc.’s CEO.
The facility also houses larger
walk-in freezer and cooler units to
store all of the beef, pork, vegetables
and fruit Children’s Homes produces
on its ranch, Brinkley said.
A dedication ceremony for the
facility was planned Sept. 26 at the
child-care ministry’s 60th anniversary
homecoming celebration.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
NATIONSUNIVERSITY

NEW ORLEANS, La. — NationsUniversity,
an online source for Christian education that serves about 1,900 students,
has been accredited by Distance
Education Accrediting Commission.
Chancellor Mac Lynn said the
commission has accredited the
university’s full program, including
its certificate in religious studies,
its bachelor of religious studies, its
master of theological studies degree
and its master of divinity degree.

SENIOR CARE
CHURCH OF CHRIST CARE CENTER

CLINTON TOWNSHIP, Mich. — A huge, openair tent — on new asphalt pavement
— made possible one of the most
successful fund-raising dinners in
the care center’s history, said Doug
Edwards, director of philanthropy.
A crowd of 363 people gathered
to hear Jim White, the real-life
coaching inspiration behind Disney’s
“McFarland, USA” movie, speak at
the annual Steak and Corn Roast.
More than $10,000 was raised
toward improving services at the
Christian elderly care center.
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Michael D. Williams discusses the uncertain future of funding — and opportunities — for Christian universities

Faulkner’s new president on the days ahead

enced by their decisions on human
resources and enrollment management. These two decisions truly
reveal our values.
If we are committed to maintaining
our identity as an institution associated with Churches of Christ, it will
be reflected in how we make these
institution-shaping decisions.

BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

lot of graduate students, no doubt,
question whether or not anyone will
benefit from the work they do as they
pursue advanced degrees.
Michael D. Williams is living out his research.
While working toward a doctorate in education a the University of Pennsylvania, his studies
“centered on presidential succession in faithbased colleges,” he told The Christian Chronicle.
On June 1, he became the eighth president of
Faulkner University, a 3,500-student university
in Montgomery, Ala., associated with Churches
of Christ.
“Now, to have the opportunity to act on my
research, training and experience is exhilarating,” Williams said.
Williams succeeds Billy D. Hilyer, who served
as Faulkner’s president for 28 years. A graduate
of Harding University in Searcy, Ark., Williams
worked as an accountant before moving into
higher education as director of admissions at
Ohio Valley University in Vienna, W.Va.
As Hilyer began his presidency at Faulkner,
Williams moved back to Harding, serving in
roles including director of admissions, assistant
vice president of enrollment services and vice
president of advancement.
Reflecting on William’s 28-year career,
Harding President Bruce McLarty said, “His
hard work and leadership have contributed
greatly to Harding’s success in admissions and
advancement.”
The number 28 has additional significance
for Williams. It’s the number of years he and his
wife, Lisa, have been married. The couple has
two sons, Quentin and Cade.
What attracted you to the
presidency of Faulkner?
I sense a real anticipation for the
future within the university community. The Faulkner family is very
proud of their heritage.
However, the institution has
genuine aspirations to broaden her
sphere of influence. I want to be
part of an institution that is forwardthinking and aspire to be creative and
innovative as we attempt to impact
this emerging generation.

www.faulkner.edu

Michael D. Williams is the eighth president of Faulkner University, founded in 1942 as
Montgomery Bible College by Rex Turner, Leonard Johnson and Joe Greer.

What do you see as distinctive
about Faulkner?
Faulkner has a remarkable
commitment to student success.
Faulkner’s mission statement states
that “every student matters every
day.” There are numerous testimonies of rich investments made in
students by the faculty.
Another distinctive of Faulkner
University is our law school. For
decades, the law school has aspired
to prepare attorneys to take their
faith into the public square. Our
efforts have been inspired by
Faulkner emeritus board member
Fred Gray, who has lived a life of
faithfulness in America’s courtrooms.
In light of the recent decisions by
the Supreme Court, we stand at an
important crossroad. Faulkner Law
School is uniquely positioned to be
a salient voice for religious liberty in
America.
Is Christian education relevant
today?
We actually get to choose if Christian education is going to be relevant
in today’s culture.

I believe that we have a unique
opportunity to engage an extraordinary generation of young people.
This emerging generation may be
the first generation that believes in
the priesthood of all believers. If we
can join them in a discovery of what
it means to live out Jesus’ teachings,
Christian education will not only be
relevant, but impactful.
We should measure the value of
Christian education based on the
contribution we make to improve
the lives of impoverished people.
This emerging generation is fearless, with a real passion to serve.
Christ-centered universities have
the capacity to equip and inspire a
revival in the church today.
What relationship to Churches of
Christ will Faulkner have under
your leadership?
I am deeply committed to maintaining Faulkner’s identity as an
institution associated with Churches
of Christ. I want to be very intentional in building pathways to the
entirety of our fellowship.
Colleges are profoundly influ-

What is the next great challenge
for Faulkner?
We certainly live in challenging
times. Many believers in Jesus
Christ are marginalized in the public
square. Some would even codify this
era as “post-Christian.”
As the government seemingly
becomes more regulatory, it poses
some particularly significant threats
to Christ-centered colleges. Our
beliefs on the exclusive claims of
Jesus, homosexuality and birth
control position us in a vulnerable
spot. We must be strong proponents
of our religious liberty.
If these issues escalate further
in the public debate, it makes
our commitment to affordability,
endowment and fundraising even
more significant to reduce our
dependence on government-funded
student financial assistance.
It is disconcerting to think about
the challenges that could emerge
from an adversarial relationship with
federal and state governments.
However, it strikes me that the
Kingdom of God was revealed to
a people who never experienced
democracy. They received the Word
of the Lord in bondage. They were
slaves with no political currency.
And yet they were called to change
the world. In the first chapter of
Acts, we read where they received
the power of the Holy Spirit to bring
about the impossible.
There is no way to predict the
future regarding our receipt of
federal and state funding. However,
I do know that we are fueled by the
same power of the Spirit to advance
the Kingdom of God.
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SCOUTING: Churches grapple with policy changes on gays
FROM PAGE 3

“We do not provide or track
specific histories, as the origin of a
troop could be argued,” Hancock
told The Christian Chronicle. “But I
can tell you that roughly 50 percent
of our troops report to have been
formerly BSA troops.”

Boy Scouts: What’s not changing

TO STAY OR GO?

Two years after the youth
membership policy change, the Boy
Scouts’ national executive board
recently voted to remove its restriction on openly gay adult leaders.
However, the decision preserves the
right of church-sponsored units “to
select adult leaders in line with their
religion’s beliefs on sexual orientation,” according to Scouting magazine.
The decision “had to be done to
save the organization,” said Nathan
Williams, administrative officer for
Abilene, Texas-based Members of
Churches of Christ for Scouting
(MCCS). He cited legal and political
challenges facing the Boy Scouts.
“My personal advice is that now
more than ever we need Churches
of Christ to affirm their existing
units and to stand up and charter
new ones or help units that have
lost their chartering partners,”
said Williams, a 1989 Eagle Scout
involved in Scouting for 34 years.

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Trail Life members Carson Wolke, Colin
Knapp and Nathaniel Loveless and father
Albert Loveless prepare to build race cars
at the Soldier Creek Church of Christ.

MIKE MICHAUD

Members of Boy Scout Troop 232, sponsored by the Highland Church of Christ in
Abilene, Texas, enjoy a whitewater rafting trip on the Colorado River.
“We are not to be a people who live
in a spirit of fear and apprehension,”
he added. “Instead, we are called to be
God’s people reaching out to disadvantaged and lost in our communities.
Scouting is still one of the best ways
I know to get people to come in the
side door of your church building on a
Tuesday night so that you can build a
relationship … to get them to come in
the front door on Sunday morning.”
The cornerstone of MCCS is
its Servant Leadership Awards
program, which emphasizes development of Christian values, character and work ethics, executive
director Kent Barnett said.
That awards curriculum serves
organizations including the Boy
Scouts of America, the Girl Scouts
of the USA, the American Heritage
Girls and Trail Life USA.
As of 2014, roughly 200 Churches
of Christ chartered Boy Scout units,
according to MCCS. The new adult
leader policy has prompted an undetermined number to drop ties.
“There’s been a decline,” said
Barnett, whose association with
the Boy Scouts stretches back 47
years. “I don’t know if there’s been
a huge decline.”

SOUL SEARCHING FOR CHURCHES

In Michigan, the Detroit-area
Walled Lake Church of Christ

stopped chartering Cub Scout packs
but let the Scouts keep using its
building as a community group,
minister and elder Roger Woods said.
The gay youths policy conflicted
with the church’s core values, and
leaders feared potential future legal
action if the congregation maintained its official ties, Woods said.
“I know many Churches of Christ
who have hung in there, and I understand their reasoning,” Woods said.
“Our culture’s focus
on personal rights is
forcing churches to do
deep soul searching.
How do we interact
with the community
without condoning
their values?”
The Boy Scouts
Richter
pledge to defend the
legal rights of units “that select their
leaders based on good-faith religious
beliefs.” However, Trail Life USA
warns that church-sponsored Boy
Scout units could face detrimental
litigation and adverse publicity.
The Chisholm Hills Church
of Christ in Florence, Ala., has a
30-year relationship with Boy Scout
Troop 284 — one the church plans
to maintain given the continuing
freedom to choose adult leaders who
meet its biblical standards.
“We still believe that it’s important

• “The values of ‘duty to God’ and ‘a Scout is
reverent’ found in the Scout Oath and Scout Law
remain central to Scouting.”
• “Chartered organizations will continue to
select their adult leaders. Only religious chartered
organizations may continue to use religious beliefs as criteria for selecting adult leaders, including in matters of sexuality. The BSA will defend
religious chartered organizations that select their
leaders based on good-faith religious beliefs.”
• “The youth membership policy, adopted in
2013 and stating that no youth may be denied
membership in the BSA based on sexual orientation, remains unchanged.”
• “Everyone who is a registered member of
the BSA agrees to follow national policies and
comply with the BSA’s behavorial standards.”
SOURCE: Scouting, official BSA magazine
to have men who are Christians, who
are great leaders in the church and
the community, impacting the lives of
these young men and helping them
to be productive, spiritually minded
citizens,” Chisholm Hills minister
Charles Abernathy said.
Back in Piedmont, Richter said the
Boy Scouts’ inclusion of gay youths
wasn’t the only factor contributing to
the formation of Trail Life Troop 24:7.
“Trail Life has more of a faith-based
or Christian-based foundation,” said
Richter, whose troop serves 22 boys.
“That appealed to a lot of us.”
The troop’s number refers to
Jeremiah 24:7: “I will give them a
heart to know me, that I am the Lord.
They will be my people, and I will be
their God, for they will return to me
with all their heart.”
Trail Life Troop 24:7 has contributed
to a dozen baptisms, including several
boys immersed on a whitewater
rafting trip last year, Richter said.
“I had always thought about being
baptized, but I had procrastinated,”
said Jadon Barker, 14, who came to
Trail Life from the Boy Scouts.
“It showed me it doesn’t have
to be done in a church with a
bunch of people watching,” added
Colin Penrod, 15, another of those
baptized. “You can just do it in the
middle of the river.”
“Like Jesus,” Barker said.
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Servant Leadership Curricula

For All Youth

®
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Factors affecting church growth in the 1st
Century and now. Based primarily on Acts.

®

SM

For over 25 years, Members of Churches of Christ for
Scouting has been serving youth and providing biblically based curricula and awards for young people
and families in the Boy Scouts of America, American
Heritage Girls, Trail Life USA, and Girl Scouts USA.
We are independent of all of these organizations,
but we seek to offer the youth involved in them with
Christ-centered resources. We offer our Servant
Leadership Series to anyone who wants to utilize it
through our website - www.goodservant.org.
Members of Churches of Christ for Scouting
www.goodservant.org
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2 minute story of
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THE SPREADING FLAME
By Keith Parker
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Interesting, motivational.
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International

Web: lcgi.org
Email: lcgi@att.net
Telephone: 256-766-8014
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Baptized in his baseball uniform
DETROIT TIGERS’ DANIEL NORRIS, one of the major leagues’ top pitching prospects, seeks to give all the glory to God
tasted alcohol,” the magazine said.
After receiving a $2 million signing
bonus in 2011, Norris gave money to
the Central church and his parents
and set a meager $800-a-month living
allowance for himself.
“God, please don’t let the money
change me,” he prayed.
Might his simple, environmentally
friendly lifestyle have something to
do with his Christian faith?
“Exactly,” the pitcher said with a
smile.
“The guy who wrote it, he obviously has to answer to an editor,”
Norris said of the ESPN article.
“But as bad as it sounds, I think he
did a good job of sneaking it in there
— how I live and my morals and my
faith — without actually coming out
and saying it. Because as sad as it
is, I think some of that would have
been edited out.”

‘IT’s A VERY MELLOW CHURCH’

MARK CUNNINGHAM, DETROIT TIGERS

Lefthander Daniel Norris, a member of the Central Church of Christ in Johnson City, Tenn., pitches for the Detroit Tigers.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

T

DETROIT
he 16-year-old pitching phenom
stepped into the baptistery
wearing his high school baseball uniform.
Fresh dirt stains splotched his
white uniform pants as Daniel Norris
crept barefoot into the water to confess his faith in Jesus Christ and be
immersed for the forgiveness of sins.
The hard-throwing lefty’s brother-inlaw put his hand on Norris’ shoulder
— just above the bright red No. 18 on
his dark jersey top — and reflected on
the significance of the choice.
“This is something that Daniel
has been thinking about, and a lot
of people have been praying about,
for a long time,” Tim Haywood told
a small group of family and friends
at the Central Church of Christ,

Norris’ home congregation in the
East Tennessee mountain community of Johnson City. “In just a few
moments, he’s not just going to be
my brother-in-law anymore, but he’s
going to be my brother.”
Norris, now 22 and a starting
pitcher for the Detroit Tigers,
made the decision to be baptized
after a regional tournament win for
his hometown Science Hill High
School, where he also starred in
football and basketball.
“We had just won, and obviously,
the glory always goes to God,” Norris
recalled in an interview with The
Christian Chronicle. “For some reason, it just clicked. I said, ‘You know,
right now is when I’m going to do it.’”
One of the major leagues’ top
young pitching prospects — with
a fastball in the mid-90s — Norris
wore his uniform into the water not

to show how much baseball meant
to him but to acknowledge “God
blessed me in my ability to play.
“I saw it as kind of a way to show
God, ‘Hey, I see what you’re doing
with baseball. This is an opportunity
to give you glory,’” said Norris, who
visited with the Chronicle in the home
clubhouse at Detroit’s Comerica Park.

Norris grew up in the 400-member
Central Church of Christ, joining his
parents David and Sandra and sisters
Amanda and Melanie at services
“every time the doors were opened.”
He still makes regular attendance
— Sunday morning, Sunday night,
Wednesday night — a priority when
he’s home in the offseason.
“You know, with Church of Christ,
it’s very conservative and by the
Book,” Norris said, as he recalled
See NORRIS, Page 26

‘LIVES BY HIS OWN CODE’

Before the 2015 season started,
ESPN the Magazine dubbed Norris
“The Most Interesting Pitcher in
Baseball.”
In an in-depth feature titled “Man
in the Van,” ESPN portrayed Norris
as a quirky soul who “lives by his
own code,” including sleeping in a
1978 Volkswagen camper for which
he paid $10,000.
He “is a hippie who has never
tried drugs” and “says he has never

PHOTO PROVIDED

Daniel Norris touts 2 Peter 3:18: “But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and forever! Amen.”
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NORRIS: ‘Nothing about him ... has changed’
FROM PAGE 25

telling a teammate, catcher James
McCann, about his home church.
“We don’t have instruments or
anything like that. But it’s a very
mellow church, and that’s what I
like about it.
“And the preacher,
Tim Hall, is amazing,” the Tennessee
native added. “I was
telling my buddy
(McCann), ‘It seems
like every sermon
he gives, it’s what
Norris
I need to hear that
day. It’s crazy how God uses him
with timing like that.’”
Haywood, who is married to
Norris’ sister Amanda, describes
his brother-in-law as a quiet,
reserved guy with whom he enjoys
early-morning coffee and Bible
study in the winter months.
“Nothing about him or his family
has changed since he achieved
his success,” said Haywood, a
part-time associate minister with
the Elizabethton Church of Christ,
northeast of Johnson City. “They
all still drive used cars, and his dad
still works on the lawn most of the
day and builds bicycles and tinkers
with his cars. For all the publicity
about the van that’s been on ESPN
and everything, it sits right there
in his parents’ garage.”
Hall, Central’s preacher since 1983,
has known the ballplayer all his life.
Just recently, the minister came
across pictures of a 2-year-old
Norris at Vacation Bible School.
“It’s kind of striking to look at
him then and now,” Hall said.
“They’re wonderful people,” the
minister said of the Norris family.
“They’re very quiet, very soft-spoken
people, but they’re solid, and you can
always count on them. They’re very
dedicated to the church.”
During the season, Norris
watches the church’s live-streamed
service online or views the archived
version later. At the same time, fellow Christians on the Tigers help
him in his spiritual walk, he said.
“There’s a lot of great guys
around here,” he said. “Some
people think it’s you against the
world, but you have a core group
of Christians and men of faith here.

We have Bible study on the road.
We have chapel (on Sunday). We
can keep each other in line.”

‘YOU’VE GOT TO KEEP THE FAITH’

On his Twitter profile, Norris —
who enjoys surfing, skateboarding
and photography — lists his top
three priorities as eternal life, the
strike zone and good waves.
“There’s always going to be ups
and downs — and failures and successes — but you’ve always got to
keep the faith. God has a plan, and
if you’re meant to do it, it’ll happen,” he said in the interview.
After an up-and-down week that
saw Norris hit a home run in his
first major-league at-bat but then
suffer an injury that would sideline
him for almost a month, he had to
rely on his own advice.
Norris’ two-run shot off Chicago
Cubs starter Jon Lester on Aug.
19 made him the first American
League pitcher to homer at Wrigley
Field — ever.
The Tennessee church member
described hitting the home run as
a surreal experience — “kind of
hazy but clear.”
“When it was happening, I
walked up to the plate, and I
touched the plate, and I looked
up, and I see Lester up there,” he
told the Chronicle. “Like the whole
thing looked like it was happening
(while watching film) through a
GoPro. ... Even while hitting it and
watching it go, it just felt like an
almost out-of-body experience.”
But later in the game, he
tweaked his oblique and landed on
the disabled list.
A newcomer to Detroit, Norris
was traded to the Tigers in late
July in a deal that sent former AL
Cy Young Award winner David
Price to the Toronto Blue Jays.
“It’s definitely frustrating to be
hurt right now, especially with the
new team,” said Norris, who has 38
strikeouts in 51 career innings.
“I came in and made a good
first impression, and I wanted to
continue that, and now I’ve been
sidelined,” he added. “But there’s
a plan. I told somebody yesterday,
‘God has a plan, and this could be a
blessing in disguise.’ That’s what I
always try to look at it as.”
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Take me out to the ballgame
IN THE MOTOR CITY, writer enjoys a baseball adventure
DETROIT
diately recognized his face and found
s a child, I dreamed of
myself star-struck and tongue-tied.
growing up to be a baseball
McWilliams, by the way, remains
play-by-play announcer.
a dedicated Christian. He attends
I never realized that dream. the Granbury Street Church of
But I did make it to the radio
Christ in Cleburne, Texas.
booth — with the earphones on my
“He was a super nice guy when
head during a real majorI met him a couple of
Road Notes
league game — when I
years ago,” said Brian
profiled longtime Texas
Lewis, former minister
Rangers broadcaster
for the West Side Church
Eric Nadel for The
of Christ in Searcy, Ark.
Associated Press in 2003.
“He was surprised to find
Since joining The
a couple of Braves fans in
Christian Chronicle in
Arkansas. He signed two
2005, I have enjoyed
baseball cards and took a
going into a half-dozen
picture.”
major-league clubhouses
My most recent baseto interview faithful
ball adventure came in
Bobby Ross Jr.
members of Churches of
Detroit, where I traveled
Christ. Former Houston
to report the front-page
Astros manager Cecil Cooper,
profile of Wissam Al-Aethawi, an
Arizona Diamondbacks closer Brad
Iraqi convert to Christianity now
Ziegler, Colorado Rockies reliever
serving as a missionary to Muslims.
Rex Brothers and former Minnesota
While in Detroit, I checked to see if
Twins bench coach Steve Liddle are
Tigers pitcher Daniel Norris, a memamong those whose stories of faith
ber of the Central Church of Christ in
I’ve been blessed to tell.
Johnson City, Tenn., might be open to
One of my most memorable
an interview. I was delighted when he
ballpark experiagreed to talk.
ences came in 2010
I also sat in the
when I interviewed
stands and enjoyed
now-retired slugger
ballpark fellowship
Josh Willingham at
with Chronicle
Nationals Park in
readers Doug and
Washington, D.C.
Janet Edwards,
Willingham introRandy Harris,
duced me to one of
Julie Maher, Garth
my all-time favorite
Pleasant and Roger
players: future Hall
and Glenda Woods.
of Fame catcher Ivan
Comerica Park
“Pudge” Rodriguez.
lived up to the rave
The first majorreviews of Tigers
league player I
BOBBY ROSS JR. fans such as Ron
ever met was Larry Garth Pleasant, left, and Randy Harris Hadfield, commuMcWilliams, a
enjoy a laugh before a game at Motor nications guru for
pitcher who won
Abilene Christian
City’s Comerica Park. Above, Roger
78 games in a
Woods is pictured with Bobby Ross Jr. University in Texas.
13-season career
The tiger statues
(1978-1990) spent mostly with the
out front, the postcard-perfect downPittsburgh Pirates and the Atlanta
town skyline beyond the outfield
Braves.
walls, the raucous fans totally commitSomeone introduced me to
ted to the heroes with the Old English
McWilliams at the old Midtown
“D” on their caps — all of these add
Church of Christ in Fort Worth,
to the ambience of this 15-year-old
Texas, when he visited one Sunday in baseball shrine.
the early 1980s. A geeky teen with a
hefty baseball card collection, I imme- CONTACT bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org
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Newsmakers
CONGRATULATIONS: Larry
Arnold recently celebrated 60 years
of preaching. Arnold preaches for
the South Main Church of Christ in
New Lexington, Ohio.
NAMED: Kristi Bond, chair of the
foreign language department
at Harding University in Searcy,
Ark. Brandyn Graves, assistant
professor of theater
at Freed-Hardeman
University in
Henderson, Tenn.
Kevin Kehl, dean
of the Center for
Student Success
at Harding
University. Jana
Bond
Meninno, assistant professor of
health and human
performance at
Freed-Hardeman
University. Elyce
Morris, to the
National Black
Lawyers Top 40
Under 40 list. Morris
Kehl
is the clinical assistant professor of
law and mediation
clinic director at
Faulkner University
in Montgomery, Ala.

Hesson

Hubbard

RECOGNIZED:
Brian Hesson at
the 12th annual
Ohio Valley Athletic
Conference Hall of
Fame banquet as
one of the “Legends
of OVAC Member
Schools.” Hesson
coaches men’s and
women’s crosscountry for Ohio
Valley University in
Vienna, W.Va.

NEW MINISTERS:
Jeff Hubbard,
preacher for
the North Davis
Church of Christ in
Arlington, Texas.
Clint Rhodes,
minister for
Rhodes
Creekside Church of
Christ in Midlothian, Texas.

Milestones

74th: A.F. and Doretha Fitzhugh,
Houston. 70th: Bud and Betty
Terrell, Kingman, Ariz. 55th: Vernon
and Bettye Robinette, Amarillo,
Texas. 50th: Bob and Linda
Shepard, Amarillo, Texas. 44th: Walt
and Kathy Baker, Amarillo, Texas.

92nd: Doretha Fitzhugh, Houston,
Texas. 90th: Winnie Bell, Crossville,
Tenn. 90th: Macie Jackson, Edmond,
Okla.

Anniversaries

Memorials
Florida College and have ministered
alongside others in multiple congregations and academic institutions across
the U.S. Their ministry continues
today with NationsUniversity, which
they consider to be a great blessing,
along with countless friends and life
in Christ. Mac and Marty reside in
Brentwood, Tenn.

Billy and Lesley Mize

Bob and Darlene Davis celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary
on Sept. 4. Graduates of Abilene
Christian College in 1959, they
wed in Redding, Calif., in 1965.
The newlyweds moved to southern
California and eventually settled in
La Palma. They have three children:
Cheryl Davis Burke of Hamilton, Va.;
Richard Davis of Laguna Hills, Calif.;
Brian Davis of Kihei, Hawaii; and
seven grandchildren.
To celebrate their anniversary, the
entire family took an Alaskan cruise
and land tour in August. They are
active members of the Buena Park
Church of Christ in California, where
Bob serves as an elder.

Mac and Marty Lynn
The children of Mac and Marty
Lynn are pleased to announce the
60th wedding anniversary of their
parents on Sept. 1, 2015. They’ve
modeled faithful and inspiring lives,
trusting God to lead their journey
with Him. Mac and Marty met at
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Bob and Darlene
(Lovelady) Davis
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On September 2, Billy and Lesley
celebrated their 60th anniversary.
Married in 1955 in Aransas Pass,
Texas, their life together has included
ministry with 10 different Church of
Christ congregations as well as several
child and family services in Texas,
Alaska, Nebraska, Colorado and South
Carolina. They have three children:
Holley Campbell of Tulsa, Okla., Bill
Mize of Deshler, Neb., and Laurie
Snyder of Manchester, Tenn. There
are six grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren. Both attended Abilene
Christian College, classes of 1957
and 1959. They are currently residing
in Broken Arrow, Okla., and can be
reached at lesmize@gmail.com.

Michal “Mike” Dawidow
1952 – 2015
Michal (Mike) Dawidow, evangelist
and elder of the Church of Christ in
Sopot, Poland, passed away on July
13, 2015. Born in Gdansk to the late
Walenty and Anna Czerska Dawidow,
Mike grew
up and
attended
schools in
the Tri-city
area of
northern
Poland. In
1974 he
married
Molly Lipe
of Pope,
Miss., and
graduated
from the
Sunset
School of Preaching and Missions in
Lubbock, Texas.
From 1978 until 1991, Mike and
Molly lived in Vienna, Austria, where
Mike published a periodical in the
Polish language, began a local work
with Eastern European refugees,
facilitated Bible distribution efforts
behind the Iron Curtain, was speaker
for a weekly “World Radio Poland”
program and did itinerant preaching in
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and
Romania.
In 1981, Mike, Bill McDonough and
Don Yelton spearheaded the Polish
Relief effort that delivered more than
$2 million worth of food, clothing and
(continued on Page 28)
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medical supplies to churches, hospitals
and orphanages over a period of three
years. During this time Mike negotiated with officials in Warsaw for
Churches of Christ to be given legal
rights to exist within the borders of
the then-Polish People’s Republic.
After the fall of communism, because
of his experience in relief work,
Churches of Christ called on Mike to
organize convoys of humanitarian aid
to Romania, Bulgaria, Albania and the
former Soviet republics. Tons of food,
supplies, medicine and Bibles were
transported to these nations, paving the
way for the establishment of permanent
works on the heels of his relief efforts.
Bible distribution efforts that Mike
organized in Czechoslovakia were the
basis of several works that continue
there today.
In 1991, Mike and Molly moved to
Poland to work with the Sopot Church
of Christ until the present time.
Mike oversaw the construction of a
multi-functional church center which
today is a hub of activity in Sopot,
providing meeting space for the
church, a children’s Bible program,
two full semesters of Bible classes in
English each year and the hosting of
various community activities.
Mike was a dedicated servant,
a powerful preacher and a faithful
minister of the Word.
He is survived by his wife, Molly,
whom he loved with all his heart,
his adoring daughter, Annabelle, and
two brothers, Boguslaw of Sopot
and Warsaw, Poland, and Marek of
Bartlett, Tenn. He was preceded in
death by his beloved son, Michael
Ray “Mikey,” in 2011.
Funeral services were at the Sopot
Church of Christ on July 20, with
Ed Wharton of Lubbock and Marek
Dawidow of Bartlett, Tenn., officiating.
Burial was in the family crypt in Sopot
alongside his paternal grandparents, his
parents and his son, Mikey.
Molly and Annabelle plan to remain
in Poland and continue the work of
the Sopot English Bible School.

Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

Allen Woodger Himes
Allen Woodger Himes, 88, of
Williamsburg, Va., passed peacefully
in his home on Wednesday, July 29,
2015. Allen
was the beloved
husband of Kay
(Silber) Himes.
Born Aug.
9, 1926, in
Odessa, Mo.,
he was the sixth
child of the late
Gordon Allen
Himes and
Roberta Bryant
Himes. He is
preceded in death by his first wife,
Carolyn Darlene Hickman, in 1985,
and a son, Paul Allen Himes.
Allen was a graduate of Los
Angeles High School, UCLA, The
University of California (Berkeley),
American University and a proud
alumnus of Pepperdine University.
He was trained as a mechanical
engineer and retired from the Office
of Naval Research after 34 years as a
federal employee. He was a member
of the Senior Executive Service and
served as Associate Director of Navy
Laboratories.
Allen was an enthusiastic player and
fan of tennis and a devoted, lifelong
member of the Church of Christ.
In addition to his wife, Kay, he is
survived by his daughter, Patti Ann
Himes of Searcy, Ark.; three grandsons, Patrick, William and Michael
Looney; three great-grandchildren;
a stepson; seven step-grandchildren;
and numerous nieces, nephews,
grand-nieces and grand-nephews.

James Knight
James (Jim) Knight of Ft. Morgan,
Colo., age 75, passed from this life
on July 18, 2015. He was born to
Raymond Knight and Elnora King
in Englewood, Colo., on Oct. 12,
1939. He is survived by his wife of
56 years, Brenda Aker, four children:

Greg (Staci) Knight, Kathy (Kent)
Leiker, Becky (Tim) Gibbs, and
Vicki (Myron) Bruce; his brother Leo
(Joyce) Knight and his sister, Linda
(Lynn) Allen. He was preceded in
death by his sister, Estella Baker.
Having earned a bachelor’s degree
from Abilene Christian in 1962 and
a master’s degree from University
of Northern Colorado, Jim was a
teacher for 32 years in Greeley,
Colo., where he taught social studies,
outdoor recreation, hunter education
and coached golf. Jim’s other work
experiences included construction and
being a hunting and fishing guide.
Jim and Brenda were members of
the Greeley Church of Christ where
Jim was a
deacon, elder
and Bible
class teacher
for 40 years.
He served
as one of the
first elders for
the Windsor
Church of
Christ for
three years.
When his
children
attended summer Bible camps, he
served either as a teacher or director.
Jim and Brenda taught English using
the Bible in Germany and to Chinese
students at UNC in Greeley. They
assisted with fundraising in Colorado
for Eastern European Mission and
taught “character” to university
students in Volgograd, Russia.
Because of Jim’s love of sharing
the Gospel, a scholarship has been
established in his honor to assist
students in the preparation of
teaching God’s Word. If you wish to
contribute, you may send your gift to
Freed-Hardeman University, 158 E.
Main St, Henderson, TN 38340, in
honor of James A. Knight Memorial
Scholarship for Bible Majors.
Katie Katherine Long, 100, Altus,
Okla., Aug. 23.

Entries should be submitted to milestones@christianchronicle.org or call (405) 425-5070.
Rates and guidelines are available upon request (credit card preferred).
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Sept. 24-26 Straight Talk.
Kingman, Kan. www.silvermaple
camp.org, (620) 546-3433.
Sept. 25-27 French World
Mission Workshop. Searcy, Ark.
(501) 388-2533, dkee@harding.edu
or Thekees@bluewin.ch.
Sept. 26 LST’s Celebration
Dinner. North Richland Hills, Texas.
(800) 794-2175, lst@lst.org.
Sept. 27 Hope Harbor Open
House and Auction. Claremore,
Okla. (918) 343-0003, ext. 230,
titus.robison@hopeharborinc.org.
Sept. 27-30 Harding Bible
Lectureship. Harding University,
Searcy, Ark. www.harding.edu/
events/lectureship.
Sept. 28-Oct. 1 Southeastern
Lectureship. St. Petersburg,
Fla. www.selecture42nd.com,
rsmit117@tampabay.rr.com.
Oct. 1-4 CenterPeace Tapestry.
Watchtower Ranch, Strawn, Texas.
centerpeace.net, (325) 232-2528.
Oct. 2-4 50th Annual Midwest
Regional Singing. Independence,
Mo. www.50thmidwestregional.net,
lavance.anderson@yahoo.com.
Oct. 4 50th Anniversary
Homecoming, Central Church
of Christ. Clearwater, Fla. www.
central-cofc.com, (727) 446-4808.
Oct. 4-6 Oklahoma Christian
University 2015 Lectureship.
Edmond, Okla. www.oc.edu,
churchrelations@oc.edu.
Oct. 5-6 Moser Ministry
Conference. Lubbock Christian
University, Lubbock, Texas. (806)
720-7667, jeff.cary@lcu.edu.
Oct. 6-9 Abundant Living
Retreat. Branson, Mo. (501)
279-4055, gowen@harding.edu.
Oct. 9 Freed-Hardeman Grad
School of Theology Symposium.
Henderson, Tenn. (731) 989-8019
or (731) 608-7650.
Oct. 10-11 50th Jubilee
Celebration, Jacksonville Church
of Christ. Jacksonville, Ill. (217)
245-5001, jaxcoc@frontier.com.
Oct. 11 Area-Wide Youth Rally.
Ulysses, Kan. (620) 356-2217.
Oct. 29 Cambodia Christian
Ministries Golf Tournament.
Brookhaven Country Club, Farmers
Branch, Texas. (214) 351-3731.
Nov. 6-7 Ladies Day. Lake Dallas
Church of Christ, Denton, Texas.
dgoodnight@ldisd.net.
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org
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In Middle East, faith leads to death, rebirth
men confronted the family and took them to a
remote location. The men beat Osman’s parents
to death and severely injured his daughter.
Sadly, two of the attackers were the sons
Osman’s parents hoped to share Jesus with.
Once again, Christians from around the
hen Osman made the decision to
world offered prayers and financial support to
follow Christ, his father and two
help Osman’s family with his parents’ burials
brothers nearly killed him.
and his daughter’s medical care.
Osman is not his real name —
By the grace of God, the little girl
In the Word has
it’s an Arabic word that means “servant
recovered and is doing well.
of God.” And he is.
Today, Osman holds no grudges
He came to the Gospel in the Middle
against his brothers. He knows that
East, reached by a work supported by
his parents are in heaven and that here
Churches of Christ across the nation,
on earth their story is working to the
including here in Alabama.
furtherance of the Gospel.
When we learned of Osman’s situThis story continues to generate
ation, we offered prayers to God and
interest among Muslims. What would
donated funds for his hospital care.
motivate Osman and his family to
Tom Gates
Thanks be to the Lord, Osman recovrisk their lives? Why would people in
ered from his injuries.
faraway lands send money repeatedly to
His mother was so moved by the unexpected
strangers in the Middle East?
acts of love by people who had never met her
No doubt, the call of Jesus will result in many
son that she was converted to Christ within a
new disciples. Even one of Osman’s brothers,
few months. Soon thereafter Osman’s father also who took a modicum of pity on the little girl
became a follower. They shared their newfound
during the attack, has become open to our
faith with Osman’s two brothers, who lived
Lord’s message of grace, love and mercy.
hundreds of miles away in another country.
Just a few months ago, Osman’s parents felt
TOM GATES serves on the missions committee of the Mayfair
the time was right to see these two sons face to Church of Christ in Huntsville, Ala. The church partners with
face. They traveled to meet them, taking along
the Riverchase Church of Christ in Hoover, Ala., in Middle East
with them one of Osman’s daughters, age 4.
missions. To support the work, or for more information, contact
Before they reached their destination, three
RCoCOasis@gmail.com.

They triumphed over him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they
did not love their lives so much as to shrink
from death.
— Revelation 12:11, New International Version

ERIK TRYGGESTAD

In the one-room apartment she shares with her husband
and three children in Bangkok, Thailand, Angelina cooks
chapati for visitors. Persecution forced her to flee Pakistan.

editorial

We all are displaced

‘H

ere, we feel God’s words working in our life.
God gave us this opportunity.”
Those haunting, beautiful words come from
Angelina, a refugee living illegally in Bangkok,
Thailand, under constant threat of deportation.
We introduced you to her family in our April issue,
and we shared her harrowing journey as persecution
shattered her middle-class life and drove her from her
home in Pakistan. Now, living with the ever-present
possibility of arrest, not knowing how she can pay her
children’s doctor bills, she thanks God for bringing
her to the reality of her utter reliance on him.
This amazing faith — a demonstration of the
rejoicing in suffering we read about in James 1 —
can exist among the millions on our planet displaced
from their homes, seeking refuge from oppression.
Can we reach out, as the Church of Christ in
Bangkok did, and help foster this faith? Or will we
allow our prejudices, our fears, our instincts for security to shout down the better angels of our nature?
In our pages this month we are blessed to bring
you stories not only of churches helping refugees, but
of refugees helping churches. On Page 1, next to our
coverage of refugees from the Middle East in Europe,
we highlight the ministry of Wissam Al-Aethawi, who
fled his native Iraq and now serves Arab communities in the U.S., sharing his amazing faith.
In 1 Peter 2, the apostle urges us — as aliens and
strangers, as foreigners and exiles, as wayfarers, as
pilgrims, as temporary residents — to abstain from
sinful desires and live as a royal priesthood.
We all are displaced people, destitute before God.
May we abstain from the desire to sit safely in our
shells. May our hunger and thirst for Jesus lead us to
others who hunger and thirst.
May our faith be strengthened as we reach out our
hands to serve — and to be served.

W

LETTER S
Glorify God when you use social media Columns on Africa, aging praised
If God has blessed you with anything that
you have in your possession, you must use it
to glorify him. (See “Online wars over doctrine
spark concern,” Page 1, September.) To our
young brothers and sisters that use Facebook,
use it to glorify God and not to slander each
other, for God is watching and seeing what you
are doing with the things that belong to him.

I thank God that so many do care about feeding the hungry and clothing and caring for
widows and orphans. (See “A lion’s death and
Africa’s true beauty,” Page 3, September.) The
Gospel is needed, as is food to keep alive the
people to listen.
Rusty Holland | Cleveland, Texas

Maybe this kind of grace and fresh thinking
could have helped years back, when similar
and worse name-calling was thrown — without
reservation — at members of the International
Churches of Christ.
Someone once said that all gossip is sweet
until it is about you. I pray we all follow through
with this new way of thinking.

I could not help but notice your writings
about older women (Insight by Joy McMillon,
Page 34, July to September).
At 86 and a half years old, I’ve been trying
hard to be pleasant. Your writings cheered
me as I had a hard week. When your columns
came I was reminded I am the only one that
can make myself (with the Lord’s help) happy.
Keep writing many uplifting thoughts. I do
enjoy reading about Christians the world over.

Emmanuel U Emeh | Lagos, Nigeria

Dewby Adams Ray | Lubbock, Texas

Oliver Garrett Jr. | San Francisco
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Help for the fatherless
the absence of godly fathers is at the core of global epidemics, including
youth violence. But Scripture provides us with truths that foster healing.

I

have worked in the public school system
24 (leaving behind some of your harvest for “the
for the past 19 years, and I have never
stranger, the fatherless, and the widow”) and Psalm
seen so many young people so angry and
10, (“You are the helper of the fatherless.”)
aggressive.
My healing began with this wonderful
It’s not just males. It’s females as
Views
discovery. If you grew up without a godly
well. So what is it that is missing?
father, there is hope for you also. To
I believe that, more often than not, it is
continue the healing process, however,
the positive influence of a godly father.
we have to pursue God with all of our
In 1940, the out-of-wedlock birthrate
heart. When we do this, we will find him,
in the U.S. was 3.8 percent, according
as promised in Deuteronomy 4:29.
to the Centers for Disease Control and
• Learn to forgive your earthly
Prevention. In 2013, it was 40.6 percent
father: For children — and even for
— and that’s actually a decline from the
adults — it’s hard to forgive a father who
late 2000s.
Tyrone Harris
doesn’t carry out his God-given responGlobally, about 200,000 homicides
sibilities. His failures result in so much
occur among youths ages 10 to 29 each year
pain, frustration, confusion and anger.
— 43 percent of the total number of homicides,
What helped me to forgive my father was to
according to the World Health Organization.
realize, first, that he was an earthly and fallen
Among the risk factors for youth violence, the
person. He had weaknesses just like everyone
WHO lists “poor monitoring and supervision
else — including me.
of children by parents; harsh, lax or inconsisSecondly, I recognized that he was not a
tent parental disciplinary practices; a low level of
Christian and did not know God and his ways.
attachment between parents and children” and
His relationship with his father was far less than
“low parental involvement in children’s activities.” ideal. It was difficult for him to give me godly
Having grown up without a godly father
guidance since he did not receive any himself.
myself, I have experienced my share of strugThis does not excuse his behavior. My father
gles and disappointments. Many of us are not
is still accountable to God. But acknowledging
aware of how painful and confusing it is to grow this reality helped me to understand why he
up without a father — especially a godly father.
made the choices that adversely affected me.
It is God’s desire that every
When I came to this realizachild have the influence of a
‘It is God’s desire that every tion, it was like another big
godly father. But that doesn’t
had been lifted off my
child have the influence weight
mean those of us who aren’t
shoulders — the weight of unreof a godly father. But that solved anger and the inability to
blessed with such a man are
without hope. God gives us
doesn’t mean those of us offer forgiveness to my father,
scriptural truths to heal those
just as God had done for me.
who aren’t blessed with such (Matthew 6:14: “For if you forgive
who are brought up in such
unfortunate circumstances.
a man are without hope.’ men their trespasses, your heavI want to share two truths that
enly Father will also forgive you.”)
I believe will foster healing and,
Realizing these two truths, I am
where possible, restore broken relationships.
now working on becoming the father I never had.
Both were turning points in my life:
I still have struggles, but they are struggles
• Realize that God is our Father: One day, God uses to build character in me — as he
as I was reading 1 John 3:1, something became
equips me to use my life to help others.
clear to me. “Behold, what manner of love the
Father has bestowed on us, that we should be
TYRONE HARRIS has preached for more than 20 years, serving
called the children of God.”
Churches of Christ in the California cities of Oceanside and National
A light finally turned on in my mind. God loves
City. For the past seven years, he has taught in the Richardson
me and he desires to be my father. God wants
Independent School District in Texas. He and his family worship
to be the father of every human being and has a
with the Waterview Church of Christ in Richardson. His ministry,
special concern for fatherless people.
“Godly Fathers: Empowering Families through God-Centered
Look through the Old Testament to find more
Fatherhood” includes lessons to help those who grew up without
examples, including Exodus 22 (“You shall not
godly fathers — and to help churches minister to them. For more
afflict any widow or fatherless child,”) Deuteronomy information, contact blessingfamilies@att.net or (214) 575-0335.
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WHAT WE’RE READING

To Kill a Mockingbird
As fans, literature teachers and critics debated
the merits of Harper Lee’s newly released novel
“Go Set a Watchman” recently, Nathan Dahlstrom,
author of the Wilder Good young adult novels
and a member of the Quaker Avenue Church of
Christ in Lubbock, Texas, was rereading Lee’s 1960
classic, “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

I

’ve never been sure what Christian literature
is. Is there a rubric somewhere?
Does a text have to mention Jesus, refrain
from four-letter words, or is it simply decided
by what shelf Barnes & Noble places it on? Would
the Bible make the cut today? That text seems one
of the roughest books I’ve ever read.
“To Kill a Mockingbird” is a book we have
all read but which wears no Christian label. I
reread “Mockingbird” every couple of years as an
encouragement for doing what I know to be right
despite the crowd. Atticus Finch
does this with the grace of Christ.
He is a man we all wish we knew.
Atticus is a man willing to go
down with the ship, with a cool
smile on his face. His feet are rooted
in justice and his own personal
suffering. His values are so rare in
his Jim Crow South, a world peopled Nathan Dahlstrom
by “Christians,” it almost seems
better to call him un-Christian. Circumstances place
him on the jagged edge of cowardice or courage,
and each time he gently meets the challenge.
The book as a whole never fails to be honest.
Sometimes a little girl cusses, racist terms in racist
times are used, sexuality is not censored, people
die. And yet there is a light touch to these topics,
the hand of an artist, that lets us know the insertions of these themes are a part of the story that
move it forward. In each case they are handled with
gentility, not gratuity. There is a difference. Our
generation of artists should study these subtleties.
Great works of art rise above labels, whether
Christian or not. “Mockingbird” does this without
propagandizing either side. That is the sign of an
artist, not an advertiser.
I’d rather read a great book 10 times than a
sorry one even once. That sentiment has been
floating around for years, and I have come to
agree. “Mockingbird” provides that rare experience. It is like a nourishing meal that leaves you
satisfied, whole, better. In equal parts the plate is
full of laughter, creativity, structure, drama and
traditional values. As Christians we would do well
to craft stories that are great art first and worry
about the label last.
SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS on “Mockingbird” and “Watchman” at
www.christianchronicle.org — and tell us what you’re reading.
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The Sunnyside Road Church of Christ
located in Decatur, Ill., is seeking a

Full-Time Pulpit Minister.

Our Sunday morning attendance averages 75-90. We have 2 elders and 3
deacons. We are debt free with excellent
facilites for learning and fellowship.
Please visit our website to learn more.
www.sunnysideroadchurch.com
Anyone interested in applying for the
position, please submit a resume and
two sermons on CD to:
821 North Sunnyside Rd
Decatur, IL 62522

We Need Internet Bible Teachers!
WORLD ENGLISH INSTITUTE

Offers a combination English Grammar and Bible course. English is
the bait we use to go fishing for men.

We are currently starting hundreds of new Internet
Bible studies per month with students from every
country in the world.

Divorced Christian: God May Want You Remarried!
A must read for all with failed marriages and their families
“This is the best book ever written on the issue...
You closed all loopholes.”
--Charles Hodge, author, On the Banks of
Onion Creek

WE DESPERATELY NEED MORE TEACHERS!

“You have done a really good job of placing
before the reader a wide, well-documented...
mass of material.”
--James Woodroof, former minister, College
Church of Christ, Searcy Arkansas, author,
The Divorce Dilemma

The lessons are automatically graded by the web site. Teachers reply to
their students questions about God and faith. Quick and easy, unlike
postal correspondence. Many from all over the world have obeyed the
Gospel.

“A preacher told me I could not marry again.
The contents of The Truth About Divorce and
Remarriage, checked by the Bible, convinced
me that he was mistaken.”
--Name Withheld

Register to become a teacher at:

www.worldenglishinstitute.org/register/teacher

THE TRUTH
ABOUT
DIVORCE AND
REMARRIAGE
A Politically Incorrect
View of Marriage, Divorce,
and Remarriage
in Today’s Church

Weldon Langfield

Available at Amazon.com, 21st Century Christian, R & D, Harding
University, Mars Hill, Ohio Valley, Christian Family, A & D, Dehoff,
ACU, and Morrow Book Services Bookstores • 159 Pages • Hardbound • $19.95
Weldon Langfield Publications 7850 White Lane, E212 Bakersfield, CA 93309
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Don’t judge this book on Islam by its cover

S

ome Christian Chronicle
assumptions and stereotypes — for
readers have surely met a
what follows in chapters four through
Muslim — at work, Little
11, where Graves applies the parable
League or P.T.A. — and have
of the Good Samaritan to Muslimfelt ill-equipped (even afraid) to
Christian relationships.
initiate a conversation beyond, “Hi,
He takes Muslim-Christian
what’s your name?”
dialogue very personally, as all of
Don’t get me wrong. That’s a good
us should. The fact that he grew
way to begin a conversation.
up near Dearborn, Mich., home to
Those who feel intimidated by any
“the largest Arab population in the
encounter with a Muslim should
world outside of the Middle East,”
read “How Not to Kill a
underscores the significance
Muslim: A Manifesto of
In Print
of one point Graves makes
Hope for Christianity and
throughout the book: most
Islam in North America”
of us don’t really know any
by Joshua Graves, preaching
Muslims.
and teaching minister for the
In Middle Tennessee,
Otter Creek Church of Christ
Graves regularly brings
in Brentwood, Tenn.
Muslims and Christians
However needlessly
together for dialogue. He
provocative the title is, the
equips readers to do the same
Monte Cox
short book still proves immiin their cities and congreganently useful.
tions. Chapter nine outlines
The image of the radical Muslim
13 sessions local congregations
generalized and applied to all
might use to engage in discussion,
Muslims is one of the stereotypes
learn about their Muslim neighbors,
Graves believes shapes the typical
correct the caricatures, and overcome
Christian response toward Islam. He the fear and intimidation that inhibits
also assumes (correctly, I believe)
positive interaction between us.
that most of us are too busy to really
Graves’ book includes basic inforbecome educated about Islam and,
mation about Islam (especially
because of that negative stereoin Appendix I, titled “Islam for
type, we feel mostly bitterness, not
Dummies (Like Me).”
compassion, toward Muslims.
He also names significant factors
Therefore, “many Christians
in the rise of Islam in America, such
feel completely underequipped
as the Immigration and Nationality
in engaging persons of different
Act of 1965, which dropped limits on
faiths,” Graves writes.
immigration from Muslim-majority
This book could help change that.
countries (and other nations in the
Chapters one through three lay the East).
groundwork — by identifying those
Though there is enough here to

H H H H
Joshua Graves. How Not to Kill a
Muslim: A Manifesto of Hope for
Christianity and Islam in North
America. Eugene, Ore: Cascade
Books, 2015. 130 pages, $14.40.
make the reader want to learn more,
what I took from the book was more
inspiration than information.
For Graves, the primary piece
of inspiration is in the parable of
the Good Samaritan. “Who is my
neighbor?” really is the key question. And the answer — that every
creature is made in God’s image
and is, therefore, “my neighbor” —

should shape our relationships with
everyone, not just Muslims.
“We cannot love groups of people,
we can only love people,” he writes.
Graves may press the analogy
too far in applying the parable to
our contemporary context when he
equates the Good Samaritan with “a
young Muslim with ties to al-Qaeda”
as the hero of the story, given that
group’s commitment to perpetuating
their cause through violent means.
The story of “The Good (peaceable) Muslim” minus the al-Qaeda
connection would’ve been better.
Readers inspired by Graves’
book may find themselves hungry
for more information about the
nature of Allah, the Quran, the Five
Pillars of Islam, the Hadith, Islamic
ideals regarding marriage, family
and ethics in general, and Muslim
organizational structures. They’ll
certainly be more curious about
the agenda of groups like ISIS., the
Muslim Brotherhood, Boko Haram,
Hamas and their kind.
But if readers are moved to introduce themselves to the next Muslim
(or Hindu or Buddhist or Baha’i)
they meet, and go beyond learning
one another’s names, then I’m sure
Graves would be satisfied that this
project was worth the effort.
And I would agree.
MONTE COX is dean of the College of Bible and
Ministry and occupies the William and Doris Fulks
Chair for the Study of World Religions at Harding
University in Searcy, Ark. He is preaching minister
for the Downtown Church of Christ in Searcy.

New and NoteworthY
ADOPTION

Mary Ostyn. Forever
Mom: What to Expect
When You’re Adopting.
Nashville, Tenn.: Nelson
Books, 2014. 256 pages.
$16.99.
Author and popular
blogger Ostyne offers
practical tips and spiritual guidance on the adoption process — including how to prepare your

other children for new
siblings and addressing
behavior while remaining connected.
The Midwestern
homeschooling mother
has 10 children — six
of whom are adopted
from Ethiopia and South
Korea. Her previous
books tackle topics
including cooking on
a budget and raising a
large family.

CURRENT AFFAIRS

George Barna and
David Barton. U-Turn:
Restoring America
to the Strength of its
Roots. Lake Mary, Fla.:
Frontline, 2014. 288
pages. $24.99.
American historian
Barton and Christian
statistician Barna bring
together previously
unpublished research,

biblical instruction and
the wisdom of the founding fathers to analyze
the current moral and
spiritual condition of
Americans.
They also suggest a
plan to “turn our nation
around” by focusing on
“the restoration of the
family, the restoration of
the Christian church,”
and “the future activity of
our government.”
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Youth and Family Minister
The Broken Arrow Church of Christ is seeking a Youth and Family Minister to lead and
serve alongside others in a multi-generational
congregation of 600. A Ministry Description
is available at www.bacoc.org.

Youth Minister
Germantown, Tenn.

®

Resumes may be submitted to:
info@bacoc.org
or
Broken Arrow Church of Christ
Search Committee
505 E Kenosha St
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

The Church of Christ in Millington, Tenn., is
looking for a pulpit minister. Millington is located in
West Tennessee, 20 miles north of Memphis. We
are a diverse congregation dedicated to loving God
and loving others. Our outreach ministry has ongoing programs to give back to our community. We
are looking for a minister whose wife is actively
involved with him in his ministry. Check out
The Christian Chronicle website for more details.
Send cover letter, resume, and references to:

7320 Raleigh Millington Rd
Millington, TN 38053

Eleven volumes with over 1350 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

MillingtonSearch@gmail.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com

Just Imagine...
...becoming part of a Christian Community
Imagine an institution of higher learning that is unique
in the way it combines a Christian world view with
quality academics.

...being more than a face in the crowd
Imagine the pursuit of your higher education where
you can truly grow as an individual.

...getting individualized attention
Imagine attending one of the nation’s top ranked
Universities where the faculty and staff care about
your education and spiritual growth.

admissions.ovu.edu
1 Campus View Drive | Vienna, WV 26105-8000 | 877.446.8668

Germantown Church of Christ is seeking a self-motivated, experienced youth minister
to work with our 70+ youth and their families. He
must be able to work with youth deacons and
parents to develop, maintain and grow the youth
program. The youth minister is to set an
excellent example to our youth and stress the
importance of Christianity in their personal lives
and in their association with others. Responsible
for building and maintaining a well-rounded
spiritual, service, and social-oriented program
with special focus on teaching, training and
developing our young people in Christian beliefs
and behavior. Ability to communicate effectively
with all age groups. Fully committed to sound
biblical teaching with the education and experience to prepare him for this ministry. Candidate
should be married, preferably with children and
5+ years of experience in youth ministry. Primary
duties include teaching Bible classes, planning
and supervising youth activities, and promoting
Christian fellowship. Salary based upon
qualifications.
For complete job description, go to:
http://www.gtcoc.org/
Please submit cover letter and
resume to: gcoc.ymsc@gmail.com

U.S. News & World Report ranked
OVU 27th among Tier I schools
in the south region. Tier I denotes
the highest-ranked schools for each
region evaluated by U.S. News.
This is the 5th consecutive year
OVU ranked as a Tier 1 School.
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Director of Family Life Ministry
The Southside Church of Christ in Milwaukee, Wis., is looking for a Director of Family Life
Ministry. This is a full-time position for a congregation of 200. You would be responsible to the
elders for the development and promotion of a comprehensive biblical education program for
children (nursery to young adulthood) and for families and family life programs to meet the
needs of the church family and community.
Full job description is available at: http://www.christianchronicle.org/classifieds.
Send resume and references to:

Children’s Ministry Search Team
Southside Church of Christ
1933 W Grange Ave
Milwaukee, WI 53221
Or by email: southsidechurchemail@gmail.com

Youth and Family Minister -- McPherson, Kansas
The church of Christ in McPherson, Kan., is in search of a youth and family minister.
Our ideal candidate will be married, preferably with children. He will be passionate
about helping families mature in their walk with Christ and have the ability to
communicate effectively with all age groups. He will be fully committed to sound
biblical teaching, and his education and experience will have prepared him to pursue
this passion. Duties will include: teaching regular Bible classes, organizing service
opportunities, planning youth activities, and equipping parents to teach their children
about God and the church. Salary will be based upon qualifications.

Please send a cover letter and resume to:
ministersearch@mcphersoncoc.org

Malibu, California 90263

Faculty Positions for 2016-2017
Pepperdine University’s Seaver College of Letters, Arts, and
Sciences invites applications for tenure-track or visiting
positions that may be available for the 2016-2017 academic
year. All successful candidates will have a PhD or equivalent,
a teaching philosophy, research agenda, and an active
commitment to the University’s Christian mission.
SEAVER COLLEGE OF LETTERS, ARTS, AND SCIENCES
Accounting
Communication
Economics
International Studies

Management
Marketing
Organizational
Behavior

Sociology
Sports Medicine
Theatre

Pepperdine University is an equal opportunity employer.
For a comprehensive description of the positions available
and information on how to apply, please visit:
seaver.pepperdine.edu/about/administration/dean/facultyemployment.
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Grief and Psalms: God’s Word offers
strength as a new journey begins

I

am indebted to The Christian
Chronicle for giving me three
months’ respite after the loss of
my wife, Joyce, during which Joy
McMillon filled this space.
Joy is a great writer and strong
thinker. I have learned from her
thoughts on aging and remaining
positive in the process. The
Chronicle has long been indebted to
Joy for her work as managing editor
in the 1980s, when she brought the
quality of writing and reporting to a
new level of excellence. She left that
task and began women’s ministry.
That ministry is still going and has
helped thousands grow in knowledge of the Bible and in leadership.
I confess that I am dealing with grief
unlike any I have ever felt before.
When my mother-in-law died in
1976, the whole family was in shock.
She had always been extremely
healthy and had taken good care of
herself. She had her one-and-only
heart attack on the way to lunch
after Sunday morning worship. She
had always been very close to my
wife and to me. I felt the grief for
months and Joyce grieved for years.
When my parents died, they had
struggled for years, and I believe
God answered their prayers. I
missed them and still do, but the
grief did not haunt me.
Cartoonists picture grief as a dark
cloud hanging over a character. Grief
is actually deep inside. Some experience it as an ache in the heart — or
the stomach. I have never had a physical sense of my grief.
I have spent hours in prayer
thanking God for Joyce and her
faith. I have revisited places where
she and I had wonderful experiences. I have written hundreds of
pages about her. I have read and
prayed many of the Psalms.
I have found comfort in many
conversations with people who have
also suffered grief. I had hundreds
of emails, Facebook posts and
letters.
Jerry Jones and his wife Lynn
sent me notes in a copy of “Beyond
the Storm: Finding God’s Calm
Assurance,” a book Jerry wrote
after his first wife died after a long

struggle with cancer. I read the
book when it first appeared, but now
it is personal and helpful.
Even though I have found comfort
in personal letters, payer, and
conversations with others encircled
by grief, I turn at the end of every
day to Psalm 40, a
Insight
source of inspiration
and encouragement
for me for nearly 50
years:
“I waited patiently
for the Lord; he
turned to me and
heard my cry. He
lifted me out of the
Bailey McBride slimy pit, out of the
mud and mire; he set
my feet on a rock and gave me a firm
place to stand. He put a new song in
my mouth, a hymn praise to our God.
Many will see and fear and put their
trust in the Lord.”
That opening stanza reassures me
that my grief will lessen and that I will
again enjoy life and service to God.
My many years as a child of God
have been filled with endless blessings and wonderful opportunities
to touch lives and build faith. I am
resolved that the years I have left
will be productive and meaningful.
I feel the assurance David promises
in the second stanza:
“Blessed is the man who makes the
Lord his trust, who does not look to
the proud, to show who turn aside to
false gods. Many, O Lord my God,
are the wonders you have done. The
things you have planned for us no one
can recount to you; were I to speak
and tell of them, they would be too
many to declare.”
I know that I am just beginning
this part of my journey — without
the most positive person I have ever
known — but I will walk with God.
I am eager to share with you my
experiences with the wonderful
church in Vienna, Austria. I want to
share ideas about growing closer to
God. I want to look with you at the
holiness of God and how it will alter
your life and mine.
“The Lord be exalted.”
COntact bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org
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We offer
churches
a world of
relationships
and resources.
We’re here for you, missions leaders
and missionaries! Whatever you need.....
a process to help you better frame and
articulate your mission....innovative global
partnerships to more effectively reach a
region...tools to nurture and support
missionaries....whatever it is, we’re
your link to what you need to fulfill
God’s mission.

Announcing:

Job Opening!

Executive Director

Georgia AGAPE in Atlanta is looking for an Executive Director (ED).
Operating for over 45 years now, AGAPE is a faith-based, licensed
child-placing agency associated with the Churches of Christ providing foster care, adoption, maternity care and professional counseling services. The ED is responsible for planning, management and
performance of all areas of the agency’s activities, including staffing, services, public relations, financial management and fundraising. The ED must work productively with the Board of Directors.
Included in the preferred responsibilities is preaching and teaching
classes at Churches of Christ in Georgia to promote the agency.
Qualifications: an individual with 8+ years of supervisory/
management experience in social service organizations, excellent
interpersonal and communication skills, Bachelor’s Degree in a
social science field (Master’s Degree preferred) and one who
possess a strong work ethic.

missions@mrnet.org | www.mrnet.org
www.facebook.com/missionsresourcenetwork

Send inquiries to Allen Read, Chair of the Board of Directors,
who is leading the search committee: Allen@m3as.com.
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