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MINISTRY THAT PROVIDES housing
for Mayo Clinic patients and their
loved ones has cared for thousands.
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

At a Tennessee church, a special night for special kids

JEFF SNYDER

Emily Wood, right, delights in a playful moment with volunteer Ariel Wilson during a parents’ night out event hosted by
Forever His, a special-needs ministry of the Karns Church of Christ in Knoxville, Tenn. Twenty-six boys and girls enjoyed games,
crafts, cookie decorating, a photo booth and even a barbershop quartet. Ninety church members served as volunteers.
‘IT WAS HEAVENLY,’ says one participant’s mother, Page 8

Language of love spoken through FriendSpeak
BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

LONG BEACH, Calif. — In this diverse
Pacific Coast community, eavesdropping on your neighbor’s
conversation can be a challenge.
Hispanics and Asians comprise
a majority of the 475,000 residents
of the busy shipping port, about 20
miles south of Los Angeles.
People here speak a multitude of
languages.
“Anywhere you go, you have no
idea what the language of the people
next to you is going to be ” said Kyle
Parker, connections minister for the
Long Beach Church of Christ. “It
might be French, Spanish, German.

“I heard a guy speaking Gaelic at
the beach one day,” Parker added.
“Irish Gaelic.”
The Long Beach church has
embraced the city’s international
flavor as an outreach opportunity,
developing relationships with immigrants from all over the world.
The tool used to connect with
those immigrants: FriendSpeak,
which helps foreign-born neighbors improve their English skills
by reading the Bible.
FriendSpeak, the domestic version
of a popular international ministry,
started in the early 1990s: American
mission workers enthusiastic about
See FRIENDSPEAK, Page 24

DAVID CRON

Bora Durn from Cambodia reads with
Long Beach member Denise Rash.

FINDING FAITH IN A FAR-OFF LAND: Thao
Pham journeyed to America from Vietnam for an
education. She became “a child of God.” Page 25

ROCHESTER, Minn. — Creaky stairs.
Wooden floors.
To Lee Jamieson Sr., the old house
down the street from the Mayo Clinic
feels like home.
“It reminds me of my grandparents’
house,” said
Jamieson,
minister for
the Timberlane
Church of
Christ in
Tallahassee,
Fla. “It’s got
character.”
Snow coats
the driveway
as the preacher
and his 19-yearBOBBY ROSS JR.
old son, Lee
Cindy and Chris Frazier
Jr. — who
serve as houseparents for
paralyzed his
the Hands of Compassion
right arm in a
ministry in Minnesota.
skiing accident
— carry their luggage once again into the
“House of Compassion.”
Built in 1921, the three-level dwelling
is part of a ministry that has provided
soft beds and warm hugs to thousands of
Mayo patients and their loved ones.
The ministry, called Hands of
Compassion because it involves more
than housing, grew out of Rochester
Church of Christ members opening
their own bedrooms and basements to
frequent out-of-state visitors.
See COMPASSION, Page 12

2

APRIL 2016

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Graduate Studies
in Business

His Glory

For

Advance your career with FHU’s completely
online MBA program. Proceed at your own
pace from your own home.

Are you looking for an MBA program taught from an ethical, character-driven perspective? At
Freed-Hardeman University, highly qualified, experienced Christians teach all courses, making
a true values-added curriculum. The high quality of the MBA at FHU produces graduates who
consistently outperform their peers as measured by standardized test results. Convenient,
accredited and affordable, the 30-hour program can be earned totally online in a year or less.
Freed-Hardeman University develops Christian leaders for His glory.

HENDERSON | MEMPHIS | DICKSON
WWW.FHU.EDU | 1-800-FHU-FHU-1
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From Alaska,
a southward
leap of faith

Elephant
in the pews

aking up to three
inches — or 10 feet —
of snow on the ground
is no excuse to skip church.
Welcome to my home:
Juneau, Alaska.
In America’s 49th state,
spring finally approaches —
meaning an end to the winter
Inside Story darkness
that swallows
the sky for
at least 14
hours per
day. People
struggle to
find the will
to survive,
literally.
Katie Jones
“Happy
lights” — artificial lights used in therapy
to reduce the seasonal affective disorder — become the
winter sun.
When you’re not
depressed, you’re watching
out for bears roaming the
woods and city streets in the
spring, summer and fall.
As a military brat, I say
“home” cautiously. I was
born in the Deep South
but raised in Alaska for 15
years, bouncing between
Kodiak, Juneau, Valdez and
then Juneau again. Now
I’m a student at Oklahoma
Christian University. Juneau
is my home because I lived
there the longest. It’s the
most familiar.
The Churches of Christ
I attended in Alaska were
similar to Oklahoma’s. Some
were small and some were
big. You could clap your
hands at this Church of
Christ but not the other.
Overall, though, the
Alaskan churches were
See ALASKA, Page 4

IS THE REPUBLICAN PARTY the party of
Churches of Christ? A national
survey highlights political affiliations
of major U.S. religious groups.

W

BY BOBBY ROSS JR. | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

LUCAS BERLIN

REFUGE OF THE JEDI: Dark Lader (Jacob Bowles) and Connor (Josh Beaulieu) duel with lightsabers
in “Refuge of the Jedi,” the third film in a trilogy created by members of the Palo Verde Church
of Christ in Tucson, Ariz., for the Southwest Region Leadership Training for Christ convention.

LADS TO LEADERS AND LTC conventions inspire creativity among
young believers. Now, former participants coach new generations.
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

mong Churches of Christ,
Easter weekend means
puppets, Bible bowls, choral
singing and devotionals.
Across the U.S., young
believers participate in the annual
conventions of the Leadership
Training for Christ (LTC) and Lads to
Leaders ministries.
More than 39,000 youths and parents
meet in hotels and civic centers for
the conventions, ranging in size from
100 to nearly 12,000. Judges test the
youths’ knowledge of Scripture, speaking and song-leading abilities.
Increasingly, the conferences feature venues and activities for young
visual artists and videographers.
In Tucson, Ariz., Lucas Berlin
participated in LTC for 10 years and
now is a coordinator for teams from

DJUANA BERLIN

Youths with their “Adventure Time”
puppets at the Southwest LTC in 2013.

the Palo Verde Church of Christ. He
helps his church’s youths create “Star
Wars”-themed videos and other projects for the Southwest Region LTC.
“I have a senior graduating with
his 10 years,” said Berlin’s mother,
Djuana, “and we have a third-grader
doing his first year. We are in it for
the long haul!”

SHARE PHOTOS, VIDEOS AND STORIES from your Lads to Leaders and Leadership Training for Christ
experiences. What do you like best? What could be better? How do you see these events shaping the faith of
your children? Email laura.akins@christianchronicle.org. Find links to share your submissions — and more
information about this year’s conferences and venues — at www.christianchronicle.org.

S

eventy percent of Mormons and
64 percent of Southern Baptists
lean toward or identify with the
Republican Party — but only 50
percent of members of Churches of
Christ do, the Pew Research Center
reported recently.
Those findings surprised Stephen
Morris, a law and political studies professor at Freed-Hardeman University
in Henderson, Tenn.
“That’s not my experience in
West Tennessee, and it’s not my
experience with my students,” said
Morris, who sponsors FHU’s College
Republicans group.
Like Morris, Tim Archer, director of
Spanish-speaking
ministries for
Texas-based
Herald
of Truth,
said he
expected a
higher GOP
percentage.
After all, a
WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
majority of the 1.5
million U.S. adherents of Churches of
Christ reside in Republican-dominated
states such as Texas, Tennessee,
Alabama and Oklahoma.
But according to Pew, 39 percent
of members of Churches of Christ
identify as or lean Democratic. The
remaining 11 percent indicate no
political preference.
“I would have thought Churches
of Christ would score more like
the Baptist church,” said Archer, a
member of the University Church of
Christ in Abilene, Texas.
The data came from Pew’s 2014
See ELEPHANT, Page 10
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ALASKA: Living as a salmon out of water
FROM PAGE 3

VIDEO STILL VIA YOUTUBE

A joyful rendition of ‘It Is Well’

Vocal group 3B4JHOY practices the classic hymn “It Is Well With My Soul.”
The faith-based trio’s complicated name combines references to Psalm 30:5,
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning,” with the story
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego — plus an angel of the Lord — in King
Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace.
Hear the song, plus other a cappella offerings from groups including another
vocal trio, Sisters, and Extol Zimbabwe, in our weekly Voices-only Wednesday
feature at www.christianchronicle.org. Submit your favorite videos — or
record new ones — for future installments.
While you’re there, find links to stories from our
ongoing series, including “Blessed be the Caregivers,”
“From the East” (highlighting the growth of Christianity
in Southeast Asia) and “One Nación Under God,” discussing the challenges and opportunities to reach
Hispanics in the U.S. with the Gospel.
Don’t forget to sign up for our email newsletter to
get the latest headlines delivered to your inbox.
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more casual, laid-back.
Because of the cold, fashion was not
as much of an expectation as it is at my
university. People looked nice at church,
but you didn’t see women in strapless
dresses and high heels every Sunday.
Yes, black bears did occasionally
walk through the parking lot, but we
simply held back the kids until the
bears passed by, before releasing the
kids to roam under watchful eyes.
In a way, Christians in Alaska are a
family by force. Not that we have to be
told to love one another, but when no
one can leave town — much less the
state — because it’s too expensive, we
learn to get along quickly.
In Juneau, there is one Church of
Christ for a town of 32,000 people.
When I was there, 100 souls attended
service on a good Sunday morning. Of
those, I had one mom, one dad, five
siblings and 92 adopted relatives who
knew me personally.
I struggled to grow spiritually, though,
because my church was predominantly
adults. I desired to experience faith with
groups closer to my age.
So I took a leap of faith.
During my senior year of high
school, I felt God’s call for me to attend
Oklahoma Christian. When I graduated, I left everyone and everything I
knew behind, filled with wonder and
excitement.
Unfortunately, the moment I
breathed in the hot, humid Oklahoma
air and saw flat land with red dirt —
real dirt is brown — I knew I was a
fish out of water (most likely a salmon,
which I don’t like to eat, by the way).
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I experienced my first megachurch,
the Memorial Road Church of Christ
in Oklahoma City. While I was overwhelmed at first, I gradually grew to
enjoy it.
I endured tests of faith, heat,
humidity, understanding different
accents and an odd fast-food restaurant
chain called Chick-fil-A.
I enjoyed the thrill of driving in one
direction for longer than one hour —
that’s about how long it takes to drive
from one side of Juneau to the other
using our 55 mph highway. I also had
the opportunity to drive to another city,
which was new for me, using a road
called the interstate.
I discovered how it felt to be part of
a large group of kids my age singing
praises to God and praying wholeheartedly. My heart swelled with such joy at
this finding.
My spirituality has grown since
moving to Oklahoma — not because
the churches are fancier or because
the singing is better, but because I put
my life completely into God’s hands
and let him show me where to go. In
doing so, my faith, my belief and my
trust in God grew.
Sometimes we may have to leave
everything behind and move 3,100
miles away from home to see how God
takes care of us.
KATIE JONES is a junior at Oklahoma Christian University
and a recent intern for The Christian Chronicle.
CORRECTION: A photo caption on Page 8 of the
February issue contained an error. The Civl Rights
Memorial visited by a group of ministers is in
Montgomery, Ala.
is published monthly and is served by a national Board
of Trustees that is charged with the responsibility for
policy and governance. All trustees, editors and staff
are active members of Churches of Christ.

TRUSTEES:
Deon Fair, chairman
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Dwain Chaffin • John deSteiguer • Emily Lemley
James Moore • Robert Oglesby Sr.
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SPOTLIGHT

‘1 Kings’ bowling

BILL SALAZAR

Feeding starving children: Arizona teens work to make a difference
Liz Lopez (in blue) from the Mesa Church of Christ in Arizona and Sarah Lemme (in pink) from the Camelback Church of Christ
in Phoenix measure rice, vitamins and vegetables as they help fill food bags for children in developing countries. More than 125
teens and adult sponsors from Churches of Christ throughout Arizona came together recently to do volunteer work for the Feed
My Starving Children organization in Mesa. In all, the volunteers filled 167 boxes with food, said Bill Salazar, youth minister for the
Camelback church. The teens and adults also enjoyed a potluck meal and devotional at the Mesa church, Salazar said.

ALABAMA

SARALAND — David Eugene Swann, 59,
who grew up in the Central Church
of Christ, died in a Feb. 23 tornado
that struck the Sugar
Hill RV Park in
Convent, La.
Swann was a
welding engineer
working as an outof-state contractor,
said his brother Paul
Swann, a member
Swann
of the Downtown
Church of Christ in Searcy, Ark.
Funeral services were conducted
March 5 at the Central church.

for 53 years, died Feb. 22. He was 84.
Smith taught at the now-defunct
White’s Ferry Road School of
Preaching and helped inspire the
World Radio Gospel
Broadcasts.
White’s Ferry
Road minister and
elder Mike Kellett
described Smith as
“a great preacher,
teacher and mentor.”
Smith “taught so
Smith
many to teach
others,” Kellett said. He also “taught
us to pray and never forget the
persecuted.”

LOUISIANA

MONTANA

WEST MONROE — William H. “Bill”
Smith Jr., a minister and elder of the
White’s Ferry Road Church of Christ
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WOLF POINT — The recent Northeast
Montana Youth Rally proceeded as
scheduled despite an ice storm.

“Everybody made it here
safely,” Wolf Point Church of
Christ member Shawn Eggar told
The Herald-News. The 81 participants came from
Idaho, Montana and
Wyoming as well as
Canada, the newspaper reported.

OKLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Northeast Church
Crenshaw
of Christ is asking
God to heal its minister, Arnelious
Crenshaw Jr.
Crenshaw, a popular speaker
at church events nationwide, has
been diagnosed with an inoperable
brain tumor, his home congregation
announced. Leaders seek prayers
for Crenshaw and his family.

SAN DIEGO — More than 100 children and teens from six Churches
of Christ participated in the 18th
annual San Diego Bible Bowl.
The San Diego Christian
Foundation
sponsored
the recent
event, and
the 61st and
Division
Street
Church
of Christ
hosted it.
The
theme was
“1 Kings,”
said Kevin
Withem,
a board
member
for the
KEVIN WITHEM
San Diego Children and teens attend
Christian
the 18th annual San
Foundation. Diego Bible Bowl.
Other
participating congregations included
Canyon View, Johnson Avenue in El
Cajon, La Mesa, North County and
Raven Street, said Withem, North
County’s preacher.
TULSA — The 3,000-seat auditorium that once housed the Garnett
Church of Christ is being demolished to make way for a public
elementary school.
After selling its 32-acre property to Union Public Schools,
the Garnett congregation is
relaunching Easter Day, March 27,
as “The Journey: A New Generation
Church of Christ.”
“Seeing a church building torn
down is sad,” Journey preacher
Greg Taylor said. “But here’s what
it means for us: A church in debt for
decades is now free to follow Jesus
with less baggage.”
For more information, see www.
thejourneychurch.faith.
TO SUBMIT ITEMS for consideration for Across the
Nation, email bobby.ross@christianchronicle.org.
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‘Southern Gentleman’ Sonny James
was ‘the perfect Christian gentleman’
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘H

e was very devoted to the
music,” Jonathan Seamon
said of country legend
Sonny James, “but he was
just as devoted to representing Christ
in his character and his speech.”
James, who recorded the hit “Young
Love” in 1956 and followed it with 16
consecutive chart-topping singles in
the 1960s and early 70s, died Feb. 22
of natural causes. He was 87.
Known as “The Southern
Gentleman,” the 2006 Country Music
Hall of Fame inductee and his wife,
Doris, were dedicated members of
the Brentwood Hills Church of Christ
in Nashville, Tenn., said Seamon, the
church’s executive minister.
Sonny James and his wife, Doris, with Mel
“He was the perfect Christian gen- Tillis at the 2007 Medallion Ceremony for
tleman,” Seamon told The Christian
the Country Music Hall of Fame.
Chronicle. “A dedicated follower of
Christ. A loving husband. He and
“They were so gracious, and the
Doris were a beautiful couple that
knowledge that they shared a faith
were strong believers, humble doers heritage with us was especially
of the Word.”
meaningful.”
Before placing membership with
James was an ardent supporter of
the congregation in the 1990s, the
church-supported missions, includcouple attended the Ashwood Church ing Churches of Christ Disaster
of Christ, now the Woodmont Hills
Relief Effort and Baxter Institute in
Church of Christ, in Nashville.
Honduras, Seamon said.
David England, associate vice presDespite his fame, James also took
ident for advancement
a personal interest in the
at Lipscomb University
lives of fellow church
in Nashville, remembers
members.
meeting James in 1979
“After he met my mom
during a visit to the
and dad, if they were
Ashwood church with his
sick or in the hospital
wife, Jackie and daughter
in North Carolina, he
Melody.
would often call them to
“He and his wife, sitcheck on them,” Seamon
ting in front of us, visibly
said. “My mother was so
chuckled that morning
proud to tell folks that
when my precious
Sonny James called her
daughter, not yet 2 years
PHOTOS VIA WWW.SONNYJAMES.COM to check on her.”
old, amidst the silence of Sonny James circa 1956.
In 1999, England was
communion, started singpart of the team that
ing ‘Happy Birthday,’” England said. selected and honored James as
“I’m sure we were shushing like
a recipient of Lipscomb’s Avalon
crazy, and the more we shushed, the Award for Creative Excellence.
more they giggled.
“True to form, he was the epitome
“After church, they turned to
of graciousness through that entire
speak to us and to reassure us that
process and presentation,” England
all was well. Sonny also complisaid. “Our world is producing fewer
mented Melody’s singing voice. And and fewer Sonny Jameses — just
I thought, ‘My goodness, we’re talkwhen we so desperately need more
ing to the Sonny James!’
of them.”
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Counselor Position
and

Foster Parents

Houseparents Needed
Southern Christian Children’s Home
in Morrilton, Ark., is accepting applications for Christian
couples to serve as houseparents.

Counselor Position
Potter Children’s Home and Family Ministries in Bowling Green, Kentucky, is seeking a
counselor for our SPARK (Single Parent’s Alliance for Raising Kids) program to meet the
needs of both the moms and their children.
The counselor must be an active faithful member of the Church of Christ. They must have
a master’s level degree in counseling, social work, or marriage and family therapy.

Foster Parents
The foster parents will provide care for up to six girls between the ages of 6 and 18.
Duties include structure and supervision, meal preparation, transportation, participation
in planning meetings and other activities.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Competitive
salary
Competitive
salary
70%
of insurance
covered
70%
of insurance
covered
Simplified
Employee
Pension
Plan
Simplified
Employee
Pension
Plan
Housing
is provided
Housing
is provided
Utilities
areare
provided
Utilities
provided
Company
vehicle
while
on on
duty
Company
vehicle
while
duty
One
week
off off
every
month
One
week
every
month
Lots
andand
lotslots
of fun!
Lots
of fun!

If interested, please contact:
Assistant Director, Kristin Bunch
kristen.bunch@ymail.com
(501) 354-2428
Scan the QR code below for a video describing
what it is like to be a houseparent at SCCH.

The couple must be faithful members of the church of Christ in good standing, in good physical
health and team players. This job requires flexibility, patience, persistence and the ability to provide
guidance to youth in a family environment.
For further information see our website at:

www.potterministries.org
or contact:

Tom Doty, Minister of Family Services,
(270) 843-3038 or tom@potterministries.org

Visit our website at schome.org

Featuring Keynote Speakers:

Mike Greene, Dr. Aubrey Johnson, Karl McLarty, Dr. Stafford North, Anthony Rex And Dr. Robert Solomon

7

8

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

ACROSS THE NATION

APRIL 2016

NINETY CHRISTIANS SHOW HOW to make a difference in the lives of children with special needs — and their families

‘It was beautiful. It was a blessing’
S

KNOXVILLE, Tenn.
ometimes, I long for a break —
a few hours to do whatever I’d
like without taking my shadow
along.
At the same time, letting go of
control and trusting someone else
with your loved one can be difficult.
But when you get the chance, it
can be pure heaven.
My family had such an opportunity recently when the Karns
Church of Christ hosted a parents’
night out event for children with
special needs. Through the Forever
His ministry, the church reaches out
to families in our community.
It worked out for our daughter,
Camille, to attend, and I must say I
was a little nervous to take her and
leave her with mostly strangers. I
did know a handful of people who
would be there. I filled out an extensive questionnaire and was able to
explain and tell them things they
needed to know about my daughter,
her disability and her needs.
That night, we walked in the door,
JEFF SNYDER
and they immediately welcomed my
Kelaney Loveland, center, smiles in the photo booth at a parents’ night out event hosted by the Karns Church of Christ in Knoxville,
daughter by name. I did not know
Tenn. Joining Kelaney are her sister, Emberly, left, and her volunteer buddy, Katie Pruett. Kim Higginbotham coordinates the ministry.
a single face in the crowd, so it was
crazy that they knew who she was!
When we arrived back at the
her up and proceeded to each give
others — all others.
We did see the familiar faces a few
church building, we were greeted
her a hug. She came back to the
It showed.
minutes later, and her night began.
and taken to Camille. She was
game and finished playing.
It was beautiful. It was a blessing.
About 25 special-needs children,
playing cornhole and surrounded
No one skipped a beat, no one
(One of the attendees’ families
ranging from 3 to 23
by at least five people
thought it odd, no one questioned,
drove about three hours each way
years of age, particiViews
attending to her needs.
and she just did her thing. Her two
so their daughter could attend.)
pated in the event.
Yes, you read that right:
buddies knew right where she was
I would be remiss if I did not say
About 90 individuals
five people. She was
and watched her like a hawk.
how much fun Camille had at the
volunteered their
having a blast!
It was refreshing to see and feel
party. She doesn’t really commutime to make this a
A couple of younger, typi- the love for my child. Churches are
nicate in full sentences or talk
success. They even
cally developing kids were
where you find the heart of Christ.
bunches, but she talked all the way
gave the parents
playing with her and taking The heart of Christ is where you
home. She was able to tell me everysome dessert to take
turns. She didn’t even
find unconditional love for all people. thing she had to eat while there, and
for our night out.
notice us for a few minutes, I realize it is not this way in some
there were quite a few items she
My husband and
and when she did, she
churches. But, for the most part,
mentioned. She sang several church
I went out to dinner
smiled and was so excited
people do care. They may not undersongs on the way home as well.
at a nice restaurant
for us to see her playing a
stand, but they do care. They may
It was good for her socially,
and walked around
game.
not always get it right and know what mentally, physically and spiritually.
a shopping mall.
Bobbie Lynn Rider
A few minutes later,
to do, but they genuinely do care.
We had about four
she ran over to a group of
Thank you to Karns Church of
BOBBIE LYNN RIDER, a member of the Arlington
hours to spend all by ourselves. It
adults, of which we knew only one
Christ. Your Forever His program is
Church of Christ in Knoxville, is a writer, speaker, wife
was heavenly. I once had built-in
person. She hugged them, dropped
awesome and awe-inspiring. It takes
and homeschool mom. She writes a blog at www.
babysitters with Camille’s two older
herself on the floor and raised her
committed individuals to plan and
graceandfortitude.com meant to encourage and bless
siblings, but they are now nine
arms for them to help her up. They
execute such an event. These people mothers and caregivers of special-needs individuals.
hours away in college.
all dutifully reached down and helped
were serious about their love for
This article is adapted from her blog with permission.
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acu.edu
Brown Library
Dr. John Weaver, Dean • ACU Box 29208, Abilene, Texas 79699-9208
ACU’s Brown Library invites applications for the position of online learning
librarian. Candidates are expected to have demonstrated skill and leadership in
library services for academic programs, especially online research and writing
support. Successful experience in online teaching is preferred. A master’s degree in
library and information science is required. To receive full consideration, applications
should be submitted by April 20, 2016. Information about Brown Library is available
at acu.edu/library.

College of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Gregory Straughn, Dean • ACU Box 29210, Abilene, Texas 79699-9210
The Department of Art and Design invites applications for a nine-month,
tenure-track position as assistant or associate professor beginning Fall 2016 to serve
as program director and teach in its CIDA-accredited interior design program.
Candidates are expected to have a terminal degree in interior design or architecture.
Proficiency in computer design technology and demonstrated potential for teaching
and scholarly endeavors is expected. Applicants must have strong communication
skills and interest in the development of students. Preference will be given to
applicants who have professional design experience, involvement in professional
organizations, and who are NCIDQ credentialed. A portfolio of student and/or
professional work may be requested. Information about the department is available
at acu.edu/art and blogs.acu.edu/artanddesign.
The Department of Engineering and Physics invites applications
for a talented engineer to fill a tenure-track faculty position offering excellent
opportunities to contribute to and substantially shape ACU’s dynamic engineering
program. Applicants should have especially strong skills in teaching, scholarship and
mentoring students. Ideal candidates will have a Ph.D. in mechanical, electrical
or another engineering discipline, demonstrated potential to teach effectively in
our program’s curriculum, and experience in research and scholarship activities
appropriate to the discipline. Experience in leading or contributing to the senior
design experience will further distinguish a candidate. Candidates having a B.S.
and M.S. degree and a license or certification in an engineering discipline and
significant experience in industry or consulting also will be considered. Previous
involvement with ABET accreditation would be helpful. Expected start date
is Fall 2016.
The department also seeks a talented physicist to fill a tenure track faculty
position offering excellent opportunities to contribute to and substantially shape
ACU’s internationally renowned physics program. Applicants should have especially
strong skills in teaching, scholarship and mentoring students. Ideal candidates will
have a Ph.D. (or similar terminal degree) in physics or a related field. Candidates
should have demonstrated potential to teach effectively in our program’s curriculum,
and experience in research and scholarship activities appropriate to the discipline.
Expected start date is Fall 2016. Information about the department is available at
acu.edu/engineering and acu.edu/physics.

College of Biblical Studies
Dr. Tim Sensing, Associate Dean • ACU Box 29416, Abilene, Texas 79699-9416
ACU’s College of Biblical Studies invite applications for positions as adjunct
faculty for online M.Div., M.A.C.M., and M.A.G.S. degrees offered by the Graduate
School of Theology. The area of specialization is open (e.g., biblical studies, world
religions, theology, missions, Christian history, biblical languages, etc.). The candidate
should hold an earned doctorate in one of the major theological disciplines and
should exhibit potential as an excellent online instructor. Information about online
programs is available at acu.edu/academics/gst/prospective/online-and-distance-

/index.html. Available openings are from one to four possible courses per year.
The first courses will begin May 9, 2016. In-depth information can be found at
acu.edu/academics/provost/availablepositions/abilene-based-positions.html
(click on Dallas Based Positions). Information about the college is available
at acu.edu/bible.

College of Business Administration
Dr. Mark Phillips, Chair, Department of Management Sciences
ACU Box 29338, Abilene, Texas 79699-9338
ACU’s Department of Management Sciences invites applications and
nominations in writing for an instructor or tenure-track faculty position in
economics, beginning in Fall 2016. The candidate will be expected to teach
lower- and upper-level economics courses and others as assigned; mentor students;
and accept departmental, college and university committee assignments. To support
ACU’s mission as a teaching institution the candidate should exhibit excellence
as a classroom teacher. The College of Business Administration is accredited by
AACSB International and faculty members are expected to maintain a program
of intellectual contributions in the form of peer-reviewed academic presentations
and publication. A terminal degree in economics or a related field is preferred;
a master’s degree combined with significant professional experience in economics
and commitment to ongoing professional development is acceptable. Preference
will be given to applications received by April 20, 2016. Information about the
department is available at acu.edu/coba.

College of Education and Human Services
Dr. Donnie Snider, Dean • ACU Box 28276, Abilene, Texas 79699-8276
ACU’s Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders invites
applications for a full-time, non-tenure track Instructor in Abilene for Fall 2016.
Applicants must have a minimum of a master’s degree in speech-language
pathology; hold a current ASHA Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC-SLP);
hold (or be eligible for) a current Texas SLP license; and have a minimum of four
years of professional clinical experience, including some supervisory experience.
Primary responsibilities will be teaching undergraduate courses but may also include
facilitating graduate courses and supervision of students in clinical practicum.
The master’s program in speech-language pathology at ACU is accredited by the
Council on Academic Accreditation through the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association. Additional information about the department can be found at
acu.edu/academics/cehs/programs/comm_disorders/index.html.

See acu.edu/academics/provost/positions.html for complete
descriptions of these positions. In a letter to the appropriate dean or chair,
applicants should address their qualifications for the position. They should
include in the application a statement of how faith informs their teaching;
a discussion of their spiritual journey; a curriculum vita; transcripts of all
undergraduate and graduate work; and names, addresses and phone
numbers of five references. Review of applicants will begin immediately
and continue until the position is filled. Nominations of and applications
from qualified women and minorities are especially encouraged.
ACU is affiliated with the fellowship of the Churches of Christ.
All applicants must be professing Christians and be active, faithful members
of a congregation of the Churches of Christ and deeply committed to
service in Christian higher education. The mission of ACU is to educate
students for Christian service and leadership throughout the world.
ACU does not unlawfully discriminate in employment opportunities.
150347-0416

9

10

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

FROM THE SECOND FRONT

APRIL 2016

ELEPHANT: Political diversity tied to race, socioeconomic factors
FROM PAGE 3

Religious Landscape Study,
an extensive survey of more
than 35,000 U.S. adults —
including 498 members of
Churches of Christ.
“Keep in mind that these
numbers are based on selfidentification,” said Gregory
A. Smith, Pew’s associate
director of research. “Selfidentification
... is not
necessarily
the same as
being a formal
member of a
group.”
Morris
wondered if
Smith
perhaps more
progressive groups such
as the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) were
lumped into the results for
Churches of Christ.
They were not.

THE COLOR OF POLITICS

Upon further reflection,
Archer identified another
possible reason for the
disparity: race.
“Not long ago, there was
another study looking at
racial diversity: Southern
Baptists don’t have much,
largely because there were
separate African-American
Baptist denominations,”
Archer said. “I’m guessing
that some of our political
diversity represents our
racial diversity — which may
not be great, but it’s better
than Southern Baptists.”
Archer may be onto something.
In the 2012 presidential
election, white evangelical
Protestants voted heavily
Republican (79 percent for
Mitt Romney), while 95
percent of black Protestants
supported the incumbent
Democrat (Barack Obama),
Pew noted.
Eighty-five percent of both
Mormons and Southern
Baptists surveyed by Pew

were white. By comparison,
69 percent of members of
Churches of Christ — a
difference of 16 percentage
points — were white.
The remainder of those
who self-identified with
Churches of Christ: 16
percent black, 10 percent
Latino, 4 percent other/
mixed and 1 percent Asian.

Among white members
of Churches of Christ
surveyed, the GOP support
grew (61 percent Republican
vs. 28 percent Democrat).
The opposite held true
for nonwhites (64 percent
Democrat vs. 25 percent
Republican).
“Doesn’t surprise me at
all,” said James O. Maxwell,

vice president for institutional
advancement at historically
black Southwestern Christian
College in Terrell, Texas.
While many white
Christians focus on issues
such as opposition to abortion and same-sex marriage,
black believers frequently
weigh concerns such as
human and civil rights, jobs,

housing and health care,
Maxwell indicated.
He said he, too, is against
abortion and same-sex
marriage.
“But there are a number of
issues,” he added.
“If there’s a Republican
that I believe can do the job
and that’s going to be more
effective, then I would vote
for him or
her,” Maxwell
said. “I’m
not married
to the
Democratic
Party.”
Besides
race, other
Maxwell
factors could
help explain the numbers
reported by Pew, political
experts told The Christian
Chronicle.
“It is not surprising there
are still many Democrats in
Churches of Christ because
of the rural, small, older
status of many congregations,” said Neal Coates, a
political scientist at Abilene
Christian University in Texas.
“But it is also not surprising,
with the events and policies of the two most recent
Democratic presidents, that
more members of the church
identify with Republicans
than Democrats.”
John McAdams, a member
of the Northtown Church
of Christ in Milwaukee,
teaches courses on
American politics, public
opinion and voter behavior
at Marquette University.
McAdams’ take: “Part of
it is that members of the
Churches of Christ aren’t
as affluent, on average, as
members of some other
denominations. ... Income is
correlated with party identification, and the somewhat
more affluent Methodists
are a bit more Republican
(54 percent).”
As Maxwell sees it,
members of Churches of
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JUD DAVIS

Stephen Morris speaks on a political panel at Freed-Hardeman University in Henderson,
Tenn. The session was titled “Presidential Selection: Does Style TRUMP Substance?”
Christ can be united in Christ —
even if they’re sometimes divided on
politics.
“That’s just politics,” he said. “It’s
not good for church and state to be
together.”

bors,” she said. “But ultimately, that
is not where our citizenship lies.”
At the 250-member Crosstown
Church of Christ in Tulsa, Okla.,
minister Robert Prater shares the
Word with a racially diverse congregation that includes “Donald Trump
HOW WOULD JESUS VOTE?
Republicans” and “Barack Obama
Caleb Borchers, who is white, is
Democrats.”
the lead church planter for the The
“I remind them that the Kingdom
Feast: a Church
that counts is the
of Christ in
eternal one, and
Providence, R.I.
regardless of who
Serving in what
we vote for, we
he describes as
should always
a “very liberal
show respect to
area politically,”
those in office,
Borchers said he
whether we agree
proclaims that
with them or not,”
Democrats can be
Prater said.
Christians, too.
“However,
BOBBY ROSS JR.
“I’ve literally
I
don’t
think
When politics Trump character Democrats
heard people
or
DO INTEGRITY AND VALUES matter to Christian
say, ‘I couldn’t
Republicans hold
voters in the 2016 presidential race? And, how
be a Christian
the answers to the
is this year’s election like professional wrestling
because I’m not
problems we face
shows? Read our online-exclusive coverage and join as individuals or
a Republican,’”
the conversation at www.christianchronicle.org.
Borchers said.
as a society,” he
“That bothers
added. “I doubt
me greatly. … I want our fellowship
Jesus or Paul would consider either
as a whole to recognize we are more
party or its leaders of any great
diverse than we think.”
consequence.”
Deb Christian, a member of the
Jordan Hubbard, preaching minister
Highland Oaks Church of Christ
for the Crestview Church of Christ in
in Dallas, tells herself that while
Waco, Texas, echoed that sentiment.
the political process is important,
“Making Jesus of Nazareth into
America is not the kindgom of God.
a conservative or liberal politician
“As Christians, we do need to be
is pouring new wine into old wine... involved in the city, state (and)
skins,” Hubbard posted on Facebook.
nation, in order to love our neigh“He bursts any political label.”

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

11

12

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

Debra Lawrence opens the door of the original “House
of Compassion” for De Coco and her husband, Eugenio.

FROM THE FRONT

Phillip Quelle, full-time chaplain for Hands of Compassion, prays with a
patient named Rudy at a rehabilitation facility in Rochester, Minn.

APRIL 2016

Brent Hanson, pictured with his wife,
Becky, awaits a heart transplant.

COMPASSION: Ministry provides more than housing
members of the Grandview Church
“Members were taking random
of Christ in Des Moines, Iowa, were
strangers into their houses just
paying up to $175 per night for hotel
because they happened to be sick and rooms.
going to the Mayo Clinic,” said Phillip
Those bills added up.
Quelle, full-time chaplain for Hands of
But finances are only part of why
Compassion. “They were doing this
Eugenio Coco counts Hands of
week in and week out, over and over
Compassion as a blessing.
and over again.”
“It’s just the idea of being around
Launched in 1985, Hands of
people that are likeminded and share
Compassion expanded with the
your faith and understand your situopening of a second, more modern
ation,” he said. “It’s a comfort to me
House of Compassion in 2007. Still,
and also to my wife.”
space and facility limitations forced
the nonprofit to turn away more than
BEST AND WORST OF TIMES
300 potential guests last year. The
Debra Lawrence pokes her head
ministry has raised more than half the out the front door of the newer
estimated $600,000 needed
House of Compassion and
to build a third
waves at a
house with capastranger lost in
bility to serve
the dark.
more patients
Lawrence’s
with disabilidog, Audrey,
ties, board
wags her tail as
Third in a series
president Ross
the black-andHoopes said.
white Papillon’s
READ FEEDBACK on the first two parts of our series on
Eugenio Coco, Page 29. See the stories at www.christianchronicle.org. owner hugs the
63, needs a lung More on Hands of Compassion: www.hocrochester.com. late-arriving
transplant. He
guest.
has appointments at Mayo every
The devoted house manager has
three months. His doctors’ visits
served with Hands of Compassion
usually require a two-night stay in this for 10 years.
city of 110,000 souls, about 85 miles
Still, she finds it difficult to put her
southeast of Minneapolis.
role into words.
Before hearing about the free
She’s always been a caregiver.
housing, Coco and his wife, De,
Growing up the oldest of six siblings

FROM PAGE 1

nurtured some of that. So did tending
to her dying mother, who lost her
battle with lung cancer a decade ago.
On a typical day, Lawrence cleans
the house. She checks in guests.
She listens to patients’ stories. She
offers a comforting word here and
an understanding touch there. But
she tries her best not to intrude.
The ministry’s facilities simply
can’t accommodate guests’ pets, but
Audrey provides a furry, four-legged
presence that boosts the spirits of
both her owner and many patients.
Typically, the people who come to
the Mayo Clinic — one of the best
and busiest hospitals in the world —
face overwhelming health situations.
Some have a life-threatening condition, and Mayo represents their
last hope to survive. Others have
an undiagnosed disease, and Mayo
marks the end of a long, frustrating
journey to identify and treat it.
Some patients get wonderful news.
Others return to the house utterly
devastated.
Lawrence ministers to them all.
“She’s always upbeat and
extremely supportive. Joyful,”
Eugenio Coco said. “She realizes
every person she meets is there for
one reason. They are confronted
with a major challenge in their life,
and she is still able to continue to be
cheerful in her mission.”

A LITTLE CHURCH THAT COULD

Chris and Cindy Frazier’s
first experience with Hands of
Compassion came in 2001.
The Texans brought their daughter Christy to see if she — like her
father — might have multiple sclerosis. It turned out she had lupus.
The Fraziers stayed at the original
House of Compassion and fell in love
with housemother Boots Young. Now
93 and living in Ohio, Young served
in that role for 27 years.
When the ministry advertised for
new caregivers in 2014, Chris and
Cindy felt God’s nudging.
Undeterred by the subzero temperatures, they made the 1,000-mile
move north in February 2015.
They found their calling.
“We had one lady who said, ‘When
I come to your home, I feel like I’m
home. I don’t feel that comfortable
when I go to my relatives,’” Cindy
Frazier said. “That’s what we want.
We want people to feel like they’re
at home.”
First-time guests receive a blanket
made by Glendora Davidson and
other women of the Mankato Church
of Christ, a Minnesota congregation
about 85 miles west of Rochester.
“Every single one is different,”
Davidson said of the blankets. “We
want (guests) to know that this is
like God giving them a hug.”

APRIL 2016
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A “prayer wall map” at the Rochester Church of Christ shows all the states from which Hands of
Compassion guests have come. “We make it a habit to pray over the names,” the church bulletin says.
Cards handwritten by members
of the Bellevue Church of Christ in
Nebraska and placed on pillows contain messages such as, “God specifically knows your needs, and He is
all that truly matters to provide for
each of your needs.”
Chris Frazier has a scraggly,
“Duck Dynasty”-style beard and an
easygoing demeanor. He doesn’t
drink coffee. But he makes it as a
means of connecting with guests.
Brent Hanson has battled heart
problems for years.
After the 58-year-old father and
husband suffered a series of heart
attacks last year, his wife, Becky, and
teenage son, Tony, stayed with the
Fraziers. A Hanson family friend,
Stacy Sikes, served as Hands of
Compassion’s chaplain for 15 years
and told them about the ministry.
On the day of her husband’s surgery, Becky Hanson got up before 6
a.m. To her surprise, Chris Frazier
met her at the bottom of the stairs.
“He just stood there and gave me
a hug,” she recalled. “And he prayed
with me. And he cried with me. I
was like, ‘This guy doesn’t even
know me.’ We had some good conversations, and it was sincere. That
was the turning point for me.”
Suddenly, the House of Compassion
wasn’t just about saving money.
At the hospital, Chris Frazier and
Quelle, the chaplain, played the
board game Risk with Brent Hanson
and his son. Quelle prayed with the
family before the surgery.
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Lee Jamieson Jr., left, and his father, Lee Jamieson Sr., pray at a
Wednesday night assembly of the Rochester Church of Christ.

Since then, the Hansons have
The minister said the congregation
moved to Rochester from their
lives out Matthew 25, where Jesus
hometown of Chisholm, Minn., about declared, “Whatever you did for the
280 miles north. They’re renting an
least of these brothers and sisters of
apartment as Brent awaits a heart
mine, you did for me.”
transplant.
“We have a church family,” Steve
The couple’s religious background Sikes said, “that understands hurt
is Assemblies of God. But here, they and pain and the need for depenattend the 80-member Rochester
dence on God.”
Church of Christ — where they’ve
made friends and feel loved.
A BRIGHT SPOT
“I expected a large congregation
Lee Jamieson Jr. wiped out on a
because of all they do,” Becky Hanson ski slope in late 2013. The teen had
said. “I walked in, and
received the trip to
I was like, ‘Wow, what
Snowshoe, W.Va., as
a little church can do.’”
a reward for earning
A colorful “prayer
an ROTC scholarship.
wall map” at the
“He hit the side
Rochester church
of his head and his
shows all the many
shoulder,” his father
states from which
said “And it actually
Hands of Compassion
ripped three of the
guests have come.
nerves out of his spi“We make it a habit
nal cord and literally
to pray over the
unplugged his arm.”
names on the map,”
Doctors in
says a note in the
Alabama — where
church bulletin.
Lee Jamieson Sr.
About 60 percent
then preached for the
of those housed
Central Church of
are members of
PHOTOS BY BOBBY ROSS JR. Christ in Tuscaloosa
Churches of Christ. Chris and Cindy Frazier and Debra — gave no hope.
The rest are from
Lawrence hold hands as they pray They said the
other religious
at Wednesday night Bible study. arm needed to be
groups or have no
amputated.
faith background.
The older Jamieson and the teen’s
Rochester preacher Steve Sikes and mother, Kathy, refused to give up.
his wife, Patti, lost their 31-year-old
“I promised my son that I would get
daughter, Jessica, to cancer last year.
the best medical care that we could,”
Steve Sikes is Stacy Sikes’ brother.
the father said. “We actually had two

different efforts going that led us to
the same doctors here at the Mayo
Clinic. It was like God was making
sure we were going to find this place”
In one surgery, surgeons removed a
muscle from Lee Jamieson Jr.’s thigh
and transplanted it into his arm. They
took sensory nerves out of both legs
and did nerve grafts. In a second surgery, they put a plate in his wrist to
immobilize it and try to regain some
grasp function in his hand.
A more recent procedure involved
putting a mechanical brace on his
arm that picks up sensory inputs
from his muscles.
“You’ve got so many stressful
things about traveling a long ways,”
said Lee Jamieson Jr., a University of
Alabama freshman. “Knowing that
there’s going to be good people here
with you, and knowing that you’ve
got a church family here — wanting
to welcome you and take care of you
— that’s an amazing thing.”
The family’s out-of-pocket
expenses have topped $45,000.
Hands of Compassion has relieved
some of the financial stress on seven
trips between Florida and Minnesota.
And Lee Jamieson Sr. enjoys the
homey feel, whether reading a book
in the sitting room or chatting with
other guests about their experiences.
“I can’t imagine anyone coming
through here and not appreciating
the blessing that this is,” he said.
“Whether you get good news or
bad news over at the clinic, this is a
bright spot.”
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View a Real Picture of What Being
a Student at Sunset Means.
Visit www.sibi.cc to watch a video about the Sunset experience.

Apply now for tuition-free classes starting in August.

SUNSE

Means the World
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LAOS

VIENTIANE — Church members in this
Southeast Asian nation were jailed
and fined recently for “performing
religious activity without permission,” said Christians in neighboring
Thailand who support the Laotian
believers. The Laotians are seeking
permission to meet as a church
from their provincial authorities.
Though Laos’ constitution grants
its citizens “the right and freedom
to believe or not to believe in religions,” churches must register with a
recognized umbrella group for their
faith, according to the U.S. State
Department’s International Religious
Freedom Report. Local authorities
in some provinces are “suspicious
of non-Buddhist or non-animist religious groups,” the report states.
Despite the persecution, “they
have great spirit,” a Thai minister
said of the Laotian church. “They are
seeking ways to be Christians and to
reach out. Pray for these heroes.”

POLAND

SOPOT — As members of the Church of
Christ in this Central European nation
mourn the loss of Mike Dawidow, they
continue the work and legacy of the
longtime minister and missionary.
The church hosted 41 Bible
studies and enrolled four new
students during its spring English
Bible study sessions. Peggy and
Gerald Griffith of West Memphis,
Ark., assisted in the sessions.
Dawidow’s brother, Marek,
outreach minister for the Bartlett
Woods Church of Christ in
Arlington, Tenn., spent two weeks
working with the congregation.
“Marek’s presence reminded us all
of those who have left us too soon,”
said Mike Dawidow’s widow, Molly,
“but also reminded us that nothing
can separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus and that
we have hope of a grand reunion in
heaven.”

SIERRA LEONE

FREETOWN — Minister Samuel
Bangura has planted five Churches
of Christ in this West African nation,
said members of the Southwest
Church of Christ in Amarillo, Texas,
who support his work.
In addition to preaching on weekly

PHOTO PROVIDED BY FRANK SHELTON

In Kenya, Christians dedicate a motorbike to ministry

Julian Orimbo, left, and leaders of three Churches of Christ in the East African nation of Kenya offer a prayer of thanksgiving for a
Bajaj Boxer BM 150 motorbike provided by the Brentwood Hills Church of Christ in Nashville, Tenn., and other Christian donors. The bike
will allow Mike Osir, minister for the church in Oduwo, Kenya, to visit the three village congregations recently planted by Kenyan
Christians. The purpose of the prayer was to “dedicate the motorbike to the ministry of our Lord,” Orimbo said.
Orimbo, librarian for the Great Commission School in Nairobi, Kenya, helped convert four women in her home village of Oduwo,
nine hours from Nairobi, and launched a Sunday School there. The Stillwater Church of Christ in Oklahoma supplied her with their
excess Sunday school materials. The Brentwood Hills church now ships supplies for 450 children per quarter.
gospel radio broadcasts, Bangura
helps people in his native country
who have difficulty walking on
their own. The minister and fellow
Christians recently distributed
wheelchairs, crutches and clothes
shipped in a container by the
Southwest church.
“Whole villages are turning to
the Lord and asking for churches
to be planted in their area,” said
Glenn Branch, Southwest’s mission
committee chair.

SWITZERLAND

GENEVA — “Lord, what do I still lack?”
The question, asked of Jesus
by a rich young ruler in Matthew
19, was the theme of the annual
ladies’ retreat for French-speaking
churches. Seventy women attended.

SPOTLIGHT
Fathers needed for Jamaica

PHOTO PROVIDED

Christian women retreat in Switzerland.

Speakers included Stephanie Smith
of Lausanne, Switzerland, Marina
de Planta of Geneva and Patricia
Hézard of Marseilles, France.
“In contrast to the young man in the
Matthew story who, after hearing the
words of Jesus, went sadly on his way
because he was rich, the ladies left the
retreat full of joy and conscious that we
are only pilgrims on this earth,” said
Colette Daugherty of Paris.

HIGHGATE, Jamaica — An “apparent
rise in secularism among children,
teenagers and young
adults” concerns
Michael Dunbar,
minister for the
Church of Christ in
Harmony Hall on this
Caribbean island.
In a recent interview with the
Dunbar
Jamaican Gleaner,
Dunbar stressed the need for fathers
to become more active in their
churches, influencing their children
to do likewise. See a link to the interview at www.christianchronicle.org.
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Seeking Outreach Minister - Eagle Nest, New Mexico
The Moreno Valley Church of Christ is seeking an Outreach Minister to preserve and
strengthen the existing Churches of Christ in Northeastern New Mexico, raise funds for a
building expansion and preach and evangelize throughout the region under the
direction of the board of directors. Qualifications desired are:
•
•
•
•
•

10 + years preaching experience
Education - Minimum college and/or
seminary experience
Ability to connect with people of all
ages

•
•
•
•
•

A team player capable of working
alongside existing pulpit minister
Outgoing, energetic self-starter
Proven fund raising track record
Conversant in Spanish is a plus

If interested, send your resume to:
Attn: Rusty Patterson
Moreno Valley Church of Christ, PO Box 22, Eagle Nest, NM 87718

Arlington, Virginia, Church of Christ
75th Anniversary / Homecoming
Saturday - April 30
11:00-4:30
Building Tours
Lunch
Congregational History
		
Singing

May 1 - Sunday
8:30-12:00
8:30 - Coffee Hour
9:30 - Bible Classes
10:30 - Worship
Lunch at Local Restaurants

Information at http://arlingtonfamily.org

Accounting
Economics
Finance
Health Care Management
International Business
Management Information Systems
Marketing
Professional Sales

Leading in business

Websites for Churches





Easy to maintain
Very attractive to visitors
Post audio sermons
Responsive websites available
Check out these websites:
 bethelchurchofchrist.org
 eastsidechurchofchrist.us
 caledoniachurchofchrist.org
 bluerivercofc.org
 cherrylniglesiadecristo.org

682.587.7784

pstechgroup.org

Want To Advertise
in The Chronicle?
Deadline for the
next two issues:

April 5 and May 3
Contact Tonya Patton at
tonya.patton
@christianchronicle.org

The Paul R. Carter College of Business Administration at
Harding University is dedicated to preparing Christian
business professionals for lives of service. Students learn from
faculty who have years of business insights in addition to
their classroom expertise. Students develop the skills needed
to make them highly sought after assets upon graduating.
At Harding, you can gain the knowledge and experience you
need to be the next generation’s leaders in business.

Faith, Learning and Living
Harding.edu | 800-477-4407
Searcy, Arkansas
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WESTERN WALL: People of all faiths are allowed to pray at the old retaining wall for the Second Temple. Men and women have separate areas, and men must have their heads covered.

‘As the mountains surround Jerusalem’
A VISIT TO THE WESTERN WALL makes ‘Bible passages become real’ for Christian tourists from around the globe
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

‘T
JERUSALEM

here are people with hearts
of stone, and stones with
hearts of people,” goes a
Hebrew song written after
the Six-Day War of 1967.
On a cold, rainy Sunday, Orthodox
Jews wearing phylacteries stand
next to Christian tourists in hooded
parkas. They touch stones set in place
some 2,035 years ago, utter prayers
and stuff bits of paper into the cracks.
The Western Wall, built by order of
Herod the Great, is a retaining wall

for the Second Temple, where Jesus
proclaimed that “not one stone here
will be left on another,” as recorded
in Matthew. The Romans destroyed
the temple in 70 A.D., and now the
Temple Mount is home to the Dome
of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque,
the third holiest site in Sunni Islam.
At this hotly contested place, of
significance to three faiths, there
is a hushed reverence as pilgrims
scribble prayers “for the peace of
Jerusalem,” as King David wrote in
Psalm 122, and place them in the
cracks. That peace seems elusive
in the troubled Middle East. The

number of visitors here is down,
officials with Israel’s Ministry of
Tourism say, as brutal conflicts in
Syria and Iraq dominate headlines.
Still, Christians make the journey
to see the sites they read about
in Scripture. Nyabuto Marube, a
Church of Christ minister in Nairobi,
Kenya, visited the wall in 2014.
“Bible passages become real
when you read them from the place
written about,” he said.
A personal favorite is Psalm
125:2: “As the mountains surround
Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his
people, both now and forevermore.”

PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

Visitors place handwritten prayers
among the cracks of the Western Wall.
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DAY 4, QUMRAN: These caves, overlooking the Dead Sea on the edge of the Judean Wilderness, were used by the Essenes, an ancient Jewish sect. Their writings, the Dead Sea Scrolls, were
discovered in the 1940s. The scrolls contain parts of the Hebrew Old Testament — among the oldest-known manuscripts — and the Essenes’ writings about their lives and beliefs.

Six days in a Holy Land
M

TEL AVIV, Israel
odernity meets antiquity in
the State of Israel, where I
spent a week on a tour for
Christian media, hosted by
the country’s Ministry of Tourism.
Here is a quick summary. Look for
more from the trip — and post stories
from your own Holy Land experiences
— at www.christianchronicle.org.

how much of Jesus’ ministry took place
around Galilee (which is really more of
a lake than a sea, by the way).
One highlight was a tour of the
recently unearthed synagogue in
Magdala, thought to be the home of
Mary Magdalene. The structure dates
back to the time of Christ and might
have been visited by Jesus.

DAY 1: I arrived in Tel Aviv ahead of

visited Masada, a mountaintop palace
of Herod the Great and site of a
terrible siege in 73-74 A.D. We visited
the caves of Qumran, where a Jewish
sect called the Essenes lived like
hermits and made meticulous copies
of Old Testament books — discovered centuries later and now called
the Dead Sea Scrolls.

my tour group, so I took a long, lazy
walk along the boardwalk by the
Mediterranean Sea.
Road Notes
This was not how I
pictured the Middle
East — full of joggers,
folks on Segway
scooters and gelato.
Dining on plates of
hummus and skewers
of chicken at Dr.
Shakshuka Restaurant,
Erik Tryggestad
I got into a conversation with our tour guide
about Abraham and kosher eating.
DAY 2, JOPPA: Tour guide Michal Neuman
shows off her timeline of Israel’s history,
beginning in 5800 B.C. and ending with the
establishment of the State of Israel in 1948.

DAY 2: Starting in the ancient city of

DAY 3: High winds kept us from sailing
DAY 3, GALILEE: Images of fish are carved into
a rock at the shore of the Sea of Galilee at
Kibbutz Ginosar, which houses the remains
of an ancient boat from the first century.

on the Sea of Galilee. (Something
similar happened to the disciples
once, but someone calmed the waters
somehow.) We toured the ruins of
Capernaum and a baptismal site of
the Jordan River. It was amazing to see

DAY 5: In Jerusalem, we visited the

ruins of the City of David and the Pool
of Siloam (mentioned in John 9). After
a rainy stop at Temple Mount, we dried
off over plates of fantastic falafel in the
Muslim Quarter of the ancient city.
We spent the afternoon at Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust History
Museum. I didn’t expect to find glimmers of hope in such a place, but I was
inspired to learn about the Jews who
became self-styled journalists during
World War II, documenting daily life
in the ghettos under the Nazis. Their
notebooks and cameras are historical
artifacts. I should never underestimate
the importance of what journalists do.

DAY 6, GARDEN TOMB: The evangelical
Christians who oversee this ancient tomb
in Jerusalem provide unleavened bread
and grape juice for visitors who wish to
take communion here.

2. Caesarea
1. Tel Aviv

4. Qumran
5, 6. Jerusalem

DAY 6: At the Garden Tomb, the

site of an ancient tomb near what
some scholars believe was the hill
of Golgotha, we listened as visiting
Christian groups sang soulful hymns
a cappella — a real treat.
We shared a brief communion
service, and I offered a devotional,
comparing Abraham’s near-sacrifice
of his son, Isaac, on Mount Moriah
(the Temple Mount) to God’s sacrifice
of his only Son for our sins.

3. Sea
of Galilee

ISRAEL

CURRENTS

Joppa, we traced the steps of the apostle
Peter, who had a vision here of a sheet
lowered from heaven (Acts 10). His
path took him up the coast to Caesarea,
a massive port and fortress built by
Herod the Great. Stationed here was
Cornelius, a centurion who, along with
his family, was baptized by Peter.
It was incredible to think of Peter
standing here and saying “I now
realize how true it is that God does not
show favoritism, but accepts from every
nation the one who fears him and does
what is right.”
Not long after, Caesarea served as
the apostle Paul’s prison, where he
faced trial before Felix (Acts 24).

DAY 4: Starting at the Dead Sea, we

JORDAN
EGYPT

DAY 7: Rest, as the folks at El Al
Airlines flew me home.

MAP VIA WIKIMEDIA COMMONS, PHOTOS BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD

DAY 4, THE DEAD SEA: Clear sky and clouds are reflected in the Dead Sea, a lake bordering Israel and Jordan. The surface of the sea is 1,300 feet below sea level. With no outlets, the water, through
evaporation, is up to 10 times as salty as most oceans at certain depths. No fish can live in the water, which has a greasy feel and makes floating easy. Spas and hotels line parts of the shore.
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DAY 1, TEL AVIV: Beachfront hotels line the shores of the Mediterranean Sea in this modern
Israeli city, complete with high-end shops and eateries along its boardwalk.

THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

DAY 6, MAHANE YEHUDA MARKET: Middle Eastern spices and smoothies are for sale at the openair and partially covered market, which dates back to the 1880s.
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Parents of Missionaries Retreat

June 17-18, 2016
Fayetteville, Arkansas
Register by May 17

Adult Third Culture Kid Retreat*

June 24-25, 2016
Emory, Texas
Register by May 17

*Third Culture Kids are those who spent
significant time in their childhood outside
their parents’ culture.

Event Hosts: Jackie Beall and
MRN Staff Dottie Schulz
and Mark Brazle

For more info or to
RSVP, email:
missions@MRNet.org

Bachelor of Ministry

Master of Ministry

prepare to serve

improve your serve

· undergraduate degree
· in residence
· full-tuition scholarships for qualified students

t h e c e n t e r f o r a d va n c e d m i n i s t r y t r a i n i n g

· graduate degree
· at- a- distance online courses
· scholarships available

c ol l e g e of bi bl e a n d m i n i s t ry
w w w. h a r d i n g . e d u / c a mt
501-279-5290
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FROM SMALL-TOWN GERMANY to small-town America, Gerd Fecht sees value and community in rural churches

‘Leaving is just not an option’
congregations along with some
members to reflect on this. The
consensus seems to be that it is inevitable that only a few of these congregations will survive for a few more
years. Few people move to smaller
communities, which often do not have
schools, grocery stores or jobs.
The brethren that do attend are by
no means discouraged by the small
attendance. There is no lack of zeal
in seeing to the needs of the community. That’s encouraging to all of us
who travel to be with them.

BY LYNN McMILLON | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

G

erd Fecht’s road to ministry in tiny St.
Louis, Okla., began in another small
town nearly 5,000 miles away —
named, oddly enough, Saarlouis.
Fecht was born in the German hamlet, just
east of France, in 1941. Three years later, his
father died in Poland during the battles of
World War II. His family lived in East Germany
and barely escaped westward before the rise
of the Berlin Wall. In Frankfurt, they attended
a 1952 gospel meeting under a tent, led by
missionary Otis Gatewood. Fecht, his grandparents, great aunt and sister were baptized.
At age 14, Fecht moved to Oklahoma City to
live with foster parents Tom and Ada Beam. He
graduated from Harding Academy in Searcy,
Ark., and attended college at Harding University
and Oklahoma Christian University. While
completing his degree, he preached for Churches
of Christ in Russell, Ark., and McLoud, Okla.
In 1966 Fecht and his wife, Lucky, moved to
Gothenburg, Sweden, and served as missionaries
for nine years. Returning to Oklahoma, they
worked with a small, inner-city church for nine
years and got involved with a small congregation
in the town of St. Louis, about 70 miles southeast
of Oklahoma City. The couple is completing 32
years of service to the church, which has about 15
members. The Fechts have four grown children
and seven grandchildren.
Tell us about the St. Louis
Church of Christ.
Most people don’t even know
there is a St. Louis, Okla.
As you drive into town a sign greets
you that reads, “Welcome to St. Louis,
OK, a town of 179 friendly people,
one pyromaniac and one busybody.”
St. Louis originally began in 1906 as
a community called Simpsonville and
was sometime later renamed. In the
1920s it was an oil boom town.
The church seemed to have its start
in the early 1930s and has seen many
preachers come and go. With the
community being no larger than it is,
the locals know just about everyone.

Can they be maintained?
There are some things that could
be done to build on what is present.
became a burden. Eventually, they
Larger congregations in the immemoved closer to the base. The
diate vicinity can take on a smaller
congregation also naturally lost
congregation as a type of mission
many of its faithful older brethren
work, thereby grooming their young
who were there from the beginning.
people to participate in various
activities, such as leading songs and
Does this church see itself as
prayers, conducting Vacation Bible
having a special mission?
School, canvassing the area with
Yes, and very much so!
literature. Small churches
The St. Louis church
can invite missionis truly blessed with
minded groups of
a nice building,
seniors, such as
many generous
the Sojourners,
givers and
to help hand
dedicated,
out literature
mission-minded
and set up Bible
brethren. The
studies.
congregation
Small
supports works
churches also
locally, sends
may host an
monthly support IN SMALL-TOWN AMERICA, Churches of Christ struggle occasional
to remain alive and vibrant in shrinking, rural communities. seminar and
to foreign
Find more Rural Redemption features under the “Series” invite
works, gives
tab at www.christianchronicle.org.
when funds are
neighboring
needed for relief
congregations.
efforts and assists with mission trips.
All of these efforts make a
community, regardless of size,
The St. Louis members see
aware of the church’s presence.
themselves as a congregation that,
through these efforts, is preaching
What should churches do if these
the Gospel worldwide.
efforts aren’t enough?
Quite often, smaller congregations
Are small, rural churches likely
are left with too few to meet, and at
to disappear?
I asked my colleagues in small
See RURAL, Page 22
CASSIDY FIDLER

Gerd and Lucky Fecht, center, stand with the St. Louis Church of Christ in Oklahoma.

What keeps you going to this
congregation?
The baptisms, weddings and
funerals of Christians and non-Christians alike have created bonds that
keep us going back. My wife and I
go to St. Louis weekly because of
the opportunities for fellowship with
brethren, people in St. Louis and
surrounding congregations.
Over the years it has become a
smaller church. However, the people
we have come to know in the community, as well as many relatives of our
members, have created a precious
bond through Christ. Leaving is just
not an option — too many tears,
prayers, struggles and experiences.
What changes have you seen in
this church over the years?
When we first started going to
St. Louis, there were many more
members. There was a local school,
which meant families with children.
Since the closing of the school
— as well as some denominational
churches — and with the only gasgrocery store having closed several
years ago, families had to move to
other communities.
Some of our members used to
make a 180-mile round trip to work
at Tinker Air Force Base, which
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RURAL: In death,
churches can live on

Seeking Full-Time Minister
The Groton Church of Christ, in
Groton, Conn., is seeking a full-time
minister with a knowledge of God’s
grace and an open heart to His Word.
Please submit resume, cover letter
and two sermons (CD or web link) to:

Groton Church of Christ
1018 Route 12, Groton, CT 06340
Attn: Mike Thompson or
Joe Migliaccio
preachersearch@grotonchurch.org

The Sunnyside Road Church of Christ
located in Decatur, Ill., is seeking a

FROM PAGE 21

Work for A Christian Non-Profit
AGAPE in Nashville, Tenn. is seeking a qualified candidate to
fill the following leadership position:
Director of Counseling and Related Services:

This position oversees AGAPE’s Counseling and Related Services
staff, and duties include, clinical supervision, administration and
recruiting. A master’s degree and appropriate license (or license-eligibility) in Tennessee is required and a doctoral degree is preferred.

Full-Time Pulpit Minister.

Our Sunday morning attendance averages
75-90. We have 2 elders and 3 deacons.
We are debt free with excellent facilites
for learning and fellowship.
Please visit our website to learn more.
www.sunnysideroadchurch.com
Anyone interested in applying for the
position please submit a resume and
two sermons on CD to:
821 North Sunnyside Rd
Decatur, IL 62522

APRIL 2016

For full job descriptions visit
www.agapenashville.org/workforagape.
Interested applicants should submit cover letter and resume/cv to:
Chandler Means, Executive Director, at
cmeans@agapenashville.org

CHILDREN’S MINISTER

®

There is an immediate opening for a Children’s
Minister at the Levy Church of Christ in North
Little Rock, Ark.
The role of the children’s minister is to provide oversight
to all programs and activities for children from birth
through elementary. The children’s minister will be
responsible for implementing a comprehensive children’s
ministry program and will partner with parents/guardians
and volunteers to effectively carry out the mission of
making lifelong disciples of Jesus Christ.

Requests for applications may be sent to:
employment@levychurchofchrist.org.
Applications accepted through April 17.

Full-Time Minister

Eleven volumes with over 1350 songs in PowerPoint® format
Project easy-to-read lyrics and music / CCLI license not required
Download free songs and order at: www.PaperlessHymnal.com

For PowerPoint® slides in Spanish: www.himnosenpantalla.com

The Church of Christ in Lake Orion
Mich., is searching for a full-time minister.
Duties would include preaching, teaching,
visiting and outreach.
Lake Orion is a growing community in
northern Oakland County with excellent
schools. We are an active congregation with
an average Sunday attendance of between
80 and 125 members.

If interested please contact:
Randy McClure
248-310-4456
rmcclure1958@gmail.com

some point the members need to
be encouraged to place membership elsewhere.
Also, no plans typically are in
place for the church to dispose
of its facilities, which often need
substantial repairs. There are
many options — even repairing
them through volunteers and
then selling or gifting the property so that the proceeds can go
for scholarships so that young
men can preach. Smaller congregations need to be encouraged to
at least have a plan.

In 30-plus years of ser vice,
what else have you learned
about small, rural churches?
Smaller congregations can be
valuable in training young ministers. They are perfect environments to visit people who have
fallen away — or relatives of theirs
— mentor young couples, knock
on doors, visit the sick and be an
encouragement to older brethren.
They also provide excellent
opportunities for vocational ministers, like myself, to serve without
burdening the congregation
financially. Most
smaller congre‘Regardless
gations have
of how few
limited funds
and few men to
members
lead prayers and
singing, giving an there are, do
excellent opporsomething.
tunity for those
Don’t stop.
retired to serve
in some capacity. Don’t give up.’
Some years
Gerd Fecht
ago we started
a quarterly
singing program, alternating with
three other congregations. This
brought all of us closer together.
We send out a bi-monthly bulletin
to all the members and many
people in the community —
another teaching tool.
The important thing to
remember, regardless of how few
members there are: Do something.
Don’t stop. Don’t give up. The
Lord will bless your efforts.

APRIL 2016
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CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES
GEORGIA AGAPE INC.

ATLANTA — Georgia Agape is
relaunching its Christian professional
counseling program. The program’s
goal is to provide quality and affordable services “to help those being
served in our foster care program, to
help those in our supporting congregations and in our community at
large,” Agape’s directors announced
in a recent newsletter.
The program is a
restart of one discontinued in 1993 as the
nonprofit focused on
child-placing activities,
the directors said.
John McLain, a
licensed marriage
McLain
and family therapist from Moore, S.C., will serve as
director of counseling. As a teenager,
McLain was in foster care for three
years through the Children’s Home
of Lubbock in Texas. He and his
wife, Roxanne, have served as foster
parents for 13 years for medically
fragile and therapeutic-level children.

Medical mission’s ministry goes beyond the hospital

In Catacamas, Honduras, Adilia Guillen, left, prays in her home with Doris Clark, founder of the Predisan medical ministry and Joe Glenn,
a longtime board member of the church-supported nonprofit. Predisan, a combination of the Spanish words for “preach” and “heal,”
celebrates 30 years of ministry to the people of Honduras in 2016. Clark and fellow mission workers have formed close relationships with
Guillen and others in Catacamas, home of Predisan’s Good Samaritan Medical Center. Learn more at www.predisan.org.

CAMPUS MINISTRY
CHRISTIANS IN ACTION

TULSA, Okla. — Zombies for Christ?
Students on the southeast campus
of Tulsa Community College don
ghoulish makeup and hoist Nerf
rifles as they play HVZ (Humans
vs. Zombies), a game organized by
the Christians in Action ministry of
Campus Ministry United.
“Currently, we have about 200
players running around on campus,”
said game coordinator Josh Wilson.
“It is a game of tag that starts out as a

PHOTO PROVIDED

Students prepare for an evening of zombie
hunting at Tulsa Community College.

PHOTO PROVIDED

simulated zombie apocalypse. ... The
infection spreads as people interact
with each other between classes.
“It’s a blast. Many have come to
Christ as a result of meeting someone
during this game or shortly after,”
Wilson said. “The church pews fill,
and Walmart — and every store that
sells Nerf stuff — wins too.”

MEDIA MINISTRY
GOSPEL BROADCASTING NETWORK

OLIVE BRANCH, Miss — The Gospel
Broadcasting Network, a work of
the Southaven Church of Christ,
celebrated its 10th anniversary of
spreading the Gospel on airwaves.
The network, which includes original and syndicated programming
produced by Christians, broadcasts on 23 cable systems, three
broadcast stations and via satellite.
Television systems in Africa, India
and the United Kingdom also broadcast the network’s content. Learn
more at www.gbntv.org.

H I G H E R E D U C AT I O N
HARDING UNIVERSITY

SEARCY, Ark. — He waded into the
water to fulfill a promise.
On a chilly winter morning,
Harding University President Bruce
McLarty took a cold dip the fountain
in front of the McInteer Bible and
World Missions Center to support
Special Olympics Arkansas.
He promised to take the plunge
if the university’s education service
organization raised at least $500 for
Special Olympics at its recent bake
sale. The total: $606.

HARDING UNIVERSITY

Bruce McLarty discovers that the water
in the fountain is colder than it looks.

SPOTLIGHT

LCU’s stem cell donor
LUBBOCK, Texas — Bobby Hooten,
web content manager for Lubbock
Christian University, was one of 240
students, faculty and staff who registered to be a blood
stem cell and bone
marrow donor last fall.
Hooten was
matched to an older
woman with a rare
form of cancer. He
traveled to a partner
hospital of Delete
Hooten
Blood Cancer for a
six-hour procedure to remove stem
cells from his blood stream.
Hooten received injections of a
protein that helps move stem cells
into the blood stream. The injections
cause flu-like symptoms.
“This might be someone’s only
chance to live,” Hooten explained.
“Even if it caused me a little bit of
pain and illness, that’s nothing.”
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FRIENDSPEAK: Program uses Bible to teach English to immigrants
FROM PAGE 1

Let’s Start Talking’s foreign success
asked why the simple approach of
one-on-one instruction using the Bible
could not be tried at home.
“FriendSpeak continues to grow
steadily,” said Ben Woodward, director of the Hurst,
Texas-based program.
“Of course, I believe
this is one of the most
effective outreach
programs in churches
today — in our fellowship or any other.”
An estimated 350
to 400 congregations
Woodward
across the nation
sponsor FriendSpeak ministries,
Woodward said, with an additional
15 to 20 churches trained in the program each year.
“We are often finding out about
new FriendSpeak churches that we
didn’t know existed,” he said.
At the Southside Church of Christ
in Lawrence, Kan., a Chinese father,
mother and 10-year-old son were
baptized recently as a result of
FriendSpeak.
“We learned to love this family
right away,” said Martha Elford,
who helps coordinate the church’s
FriendSpeak program. “Their hearts
were so open, and their desire to
know God was so passionate.”
The family has returned to China,
where they “plan to establish a
home church and share the Gospel

BOBBY ROSS JR.

Kyle Parker, Eydee Van Atta and David Cron work with the FriendSpeak ministry of the Long Beach Chuch of Christ in California.
with all who will listen,” Elford said.
North of Dallas, the High Pointe
Church of Christ in McKinney, Texas,
hosts 30 to 40 international students
for FriendSpeak each Sunday afternoon. A team also works with 20 to 25
students at the University of Texas at
Dallas each Wednesday night.
“I am currently working with a
Hindu reader from India, a Buddhist
reader from China and a Muslim
mother and son from Iran,” High
Pointe preacher Brad Cox said.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY MARTHA ELFORD

FriendSpeak volunteers with the Southside Church of Christ pose with a family of
three baptized before their return home to China. Pictured, from left, are Martha
Elford, Mary Beth Petr, mother April, Dave Petr, 10-year-old son Ed and father Woody.

Back in Long Beach, a banner
along heavily traveled Atlantic
Avenue advertises “FREE English
Practice” at the 125-member church.
“People see it as they drive by
on the bus or in a car,” elder David
Cron said. “So we started getting a
lot of calls.”
Twenty Long Beach church
volunteers — from 17-year-old
Zoey Jablonski to 86-year-old Patsy
Whitson — meet with 25 readers at
various times throughout the week.
Nations represented include
Brazil, Cambodia, China, Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Honduras,
India, Iran, Mexico, Peru, South
Korea and Vietnam, said Cron, a
former missionary to Liberia.
“I really appreciate FriendSpeak
because it helps me understand and
speak the language better,” said
Salvador Lozano, a 26-year-old reader
from Spain. “I am very grateful for
the time spent to study together.”
Many immigrants live in ethnocentric neighborhoods surrounded by
people who speak their native language, Cron said. They welcome an
opportunity to practice English.
“These people already speak
enough English to carry on a basic
conversation and to build from
there,” said Cron, who speaks

Spanish and offers a separate
Wednesday night class for eight
immigrants not up to that level.
“With FriendSpeak, we read a
passage from Luke in a simplified
translation, and we talk about the
vocabulary,” he added. “So usually,
there are some words to explain,
and we listen to them read.”
The Bible reading can lead to
conversations about God and Jesus,
said Long Beach member Eydee
Van Atta.
And often, FriendSpeak readers
end up visiting the church.
“You look down the row, and we
are not all the same color or age or
wealth,” Van Atta said. “That makes
them feel comfortable, and I think
that’s why they like coming back.”
Said Cron: “We’ve always had
quite a bit of diversity in this congregation. But I think we see a lot more
new faces as a result of this.”
On a recent “FriendSpeak Sunday”
at the Long Beach church, seven
people lined up on stage.
All read the same passage from
the Bible — but each did so in a
different language.
“It made me think of Revelation
and every tribe and every nation
glorifying the Father,” Parker said.
“That was amazing.”

PEOPLE
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Finding faith
in a far-off land
FROM VIETNAM, Thao Pham
journeyed to America for
an education. In Arkansas,
she became ‘a child of God.’
BY SAVANNA DISTEFANO | FOR THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

PHOTOS BY SAVANNA DISTEFANO

Thao Pham points to her home nation, Vietnam, on a mosaic tile world map in the Jim Bill McInteer Bible and World Missions Center at Harding University in Searcy, Ark.
egs bouncing, heart racing, Thao
Pham sat in the front seat of her
brother’s car, anxious, anticipating.
Arriving at the Little Rock
airport, she looked up a set of
stairs and saw her father standing at
the top.
“I couldn’t believe my eyes,” she
said. “I thought, ‘Is that really him?’
I had been waiting for that moment
for so long … I was beyond happy.”
And nervous. After all, a lot had
changed since 2013, when she left
her home in Vietnam and moved
to Arkansas. She was not the same
person she used to be.
She followed in the footsteps of her
brother, Phu Pham, who attended
Harding Academy in Searcy, Ark.,
a school associated with Churches
of Christ, and earned a degree from

nearby Harding University. Thao
Pham completed her senior year of
high school at the academy before
enrolling at the university, where
she’s now a sophomore.
She’s also a Christian, baptized
Aug. 10, 2014, by the father of her
host family. She told her family in
Vietnam about her conversion.
“I was afraid my parents would
reject (my faith),” Thao Pham said.
“I was kind of scared they would not
allow me to believe in what I wanted
to believe. I was worried.”
Instead, her parents told her they
were content with her beliefs — even
if they did not share them. They still
respected her. And they love her.
That much was evident in her
father’s smile from the top of the
airport staircase.

“Since my kids were young, I taught
them to be independent,” her father,
Thai Pham, said. “(They) know
how to take care of themselves, and
they’ve been provided with a good
education level and English skills.”
He sent them to the U.S. to
“obtain greater technical skills in
order to fall in line with the environment at any place on earth.”
His daughter believes she has
found much more than that, though
she struggles to explain her decision.
“It’s really hard to talk to someone
about your belief” without appearing
to force it on them, she said. So she
tries to lead by example, following in
the footsteps of her new Redeemer.
“I love them,” she said of her parents, “not only as their daughter, but
as a child of God.”

‘A LIGHT TURNED ON’

Thao Pham is one of about 250
international students enrolled at
6,000-student Harding University.
Few are actively recruited, said
Stacey Vaughn, assistant director of
admissions. And many aren’t searching for a Christian university. Instead,
they’re looking for job-related skills
and the chance to improve their
English — or play collegiate sports.
The Phams learned about Harding
Academy from an uncle in Newport,
Ark., about 40 miles northeast of
campus. They heard good things
about the school but didn’t know it
was church-related, Thao Pham said,
until her brother enrolled in 2007.
Growing up in Vietnam, her family
visited a Buddhist temple, but she
See FAR-OFF LAND, Page 26
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FAR-OFF LAND: God ‘was blessing me before I knew him’
FROM PAGE 25

didn’t put a lot of thought — or faith
— into any religion.
“I just kind of assumed that there
was somebody up there,” she said.
In Searcy, she lived with Scott
and Tammy Brukardt, members
of the College Church of Christ,
while she completed high school.
She attended church with her host
family, though she didn’t understand
the sermons or why members partook in communion.
“We studied with her quite a bit,”
Tammy Brukardt said. “She had lots
of questions — very good questions
— which we did our best to answer.”
Her brother, Phu Pham, was
baptized during his time at Harding
University and is now studying in the
university’s College of Pharmacy.
Despite the growing number of
Christian influences around her,
Thao Pham said she struggled with
the reality of God’s existence.
Then God answered her prayer.
One afternoon, stressing to keep
up with her schoolwork, Thao Pham
realized she would not be able to finish an assignment for English class.
Her teacher agreed to let her
turn it in after school. Relieved, she
completed the work and raced to the

teacher’s classroom — only to learn
that the teacher was gone for the day.
“I was so sad,” Thao Pham said. “I
went to the bathroom, and I prayed.
I was crying.”
Soon after, she crossed paths with
another teacher, who saw her facial
expression and asked to help. The
teacher led Thao
Pham to the staff
mailboxes, where
she delivered the
assignment.
That seemingly
simple act was
evidence of a divine
hand at work, Thao
Brukardt
Pham recalled.
“After that time, I believed that
(God) really exists,” she said, “and
he will listen to you — listen to
everybody — if you’re sincere and
believe that he will do it.
“At that time a light turned on.”
For the Brukardts, studying the
Bible with their adopted student was
a double blessing.
Answering questions about Jesus
from someone with no background
in the faith “just really makes you
think about Christianity in a different
way,” Tammy Brukardt said. “I think
she has really shaped us to grow.”

At Harding, “I’ve just seen her really blossom,” Tammy Brukardt said of her adopted
student, Thao Pham. “She’s a naturally outgoing person. She’s made lots of friends.”

‘THEY’LL TAKE THAT SEED BACK HOME’

Vaughn, who helps guide international students through Harding
University’s admissions process, said
she enjoys forming relationships with
people from around the globe.
Modeling Christian community for
those from lands with few Christians
is a “huge ministry opportunity for
me,” she said. “Hopefully ... they’ll
take that seed back home. Who
knows what kind of great work they
can do in the Lord’s Kingdom?”
After her baptism, “I felt more

energy,” Thao Pham said.
Though she still struggles to
share her faith with her parents —
and she isn’t sure where her path
will lead — she knows God is guiding her footsteps.
“I think he was blessing me before
I knew him,” she said. If not for God,
“I would not have the chance to come
here or really have good education.”
Regardless of what the future
holds, “at least I still know I will do
something good,” she said, “in his
name, not just my name.”

Admissions staff: Christian schools give students ‘the freedom to inquire’
BY ERIK TRYGGESTAD | THE CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE

When international students
enroll at universities associated with
Churches of Christ, many have no
intention of becoming Christians.
Angad Madra was one of them.
Madra, a native of India, came to
Lipscomb University in Nashville,
Tenn., “through a series of events
that he never expected,” said Sylvia
Bearden Braden, coordinator of international student services. “Angad
knew very little about Jesus and, at
one point, felt like he would rather
die than become a Christian. Two
years ago, Angad was baptized into
Christ and is a devoted man of God.”
Multiple such stories exist among
Lipscomb’s 100 international students,
who represent 36 countries, Braden

said. Many initially are attracted to
the university’s small class sizes and
athletic programs — not its faith.
That’s also the case at Ohio Valley
University in Vienna, W.Va., said Janna
Menear, assistant dean of student life.
The university hosts
events, including an
upcoming “DiversiTEA,” to help its 35
current international
students share their
culture with teachers
and classmates.
Menear also makes
Braden
personal contacts with
international students and, on occasion, counsels them — Bible in hand.
“Each employee feels a responsibility with all students, no matter what
cultural background, to move them

closer to a relationship with God and
ultimately, salvation,” Menear said.
Recent anti-immigrant sentiment,
fueled by terrorist attacks in Paris
and San Bernardino, Calif., has done
little to affect the number of international applicants at Freed-Hardeman
University in Henderson, Tenn., said
Jeana Wiley, international student
coordinator. The university is home
to 33 international students.
“The international students have
never complained about feeling unwelcome in the community,” Wiley said.
Joe Askew, Freed-Hardeman’s
director of admissions, added that
the university’s domestic students
are inspired “to imagine a world
outside their own and think with a
more global perspective,” thanks to
their international classmates.

Some international students —
especial graduate students pursuing ministry degrees — choose
Christian universities because of
their faith heritage, said Brooke
Cutler, director of international
student services for Pepperdine
University in Malibu, Calif., which
has 866 international students from
more than 75 countries.
“In our current cultural climate,
many universities are shying away
from one of the most common uniters — and dividers — of humankind: religion,” Cutler said. “Rather
than simply perpetuate mythology
about one another, Pepperdine
is comfortable with interfaith
dialogues, which brings comfort
to students of this generation who
want the freedom to inquire.”
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NEWSMAKERS
AWARDED: Abilene Christian
University’ students at the American
Advertising Awards ceremony,
hosted by the Abilene chapter of the
American Advertising Federation in
Texas: Kinsey Lee, Best of Show and
gold in print; Rachel Mallary, silver
in print; Jarred Schutze, gold in
outdoor and print; Chandler Taylor,
Best of Show and gold in print,
Special Judges’ Award and gold
in radio; Erika Thrasher, silver in
outdoor. René and Dee Anderson,
the Friend to Youth
award at Florida
College’s annual
lectureship in
Temple Terrace,
Fla. Thomas J.
Stipanowich, the
2015 James F.
René Anderson Henry Award by
the International
Institute for
Conflict Prevention
and Resolution.
Stipanowich is a
professor of law
at Pepperdine
University in Malibu,
Calif.
Stipanowich
NAMED: Dan
Borkenhagen, executive director for the
Christian Care Senior
Living Community
in Allen, Texas.
LaNell Harrison,
associate professor
in the Department
Borkenhagen
of Nursing at
Lubbock Christian University in
Texas, to a mentor position in the
Nurse Faculty Leadership Academy.
Robert Spencer, director of nursing
for Freed-Hardeman University’s
Dickson campus in Tennessee.
NEW MINISTERS:
Drew Baker,
preaching minister
for the South Fork
Church of Christ
in Winston-Salem,
N.C. Zach Bradford,
youth minister for
Baker
the Georgetown
Church of Christ in Texas. Rob
Duncan, the Boulder Valley Church
of Christ in Boulder, Colo.

Milestones
Birthdays

Ravenell Young, 95,
Prescott Valley, Ariz.

95th: Margaret Hubbs, Coleman,
Fla. 92nd: Dorothy RichardsonPoliseno, Livingston, Texas.

Anniversaries
Ralph and Ruth Wilson
70th
Ralph and Ruth Wilson celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary on Feb.
13, 2016, at the North Ridge Church of
Christ in Mt. Pleasant, Texas, with their
two sons and
more than 125
members of the
North Ridge and
Daingerfield
congregations
and many
relatives and
friends. Ralph
and Ruth are
truly beloved
in the Lord’s
family.
Ruth Turner Wilson was born in
Kentucky and Ralph in Texas. They
met while Ruth was attending George
Pepperdine College in Los Angeles,
and Ralph was in the U.S. Navy.
They were married in Berkeley, Calif.,
on Feb. 15, 1946. Ralph was attending
Cal State Berkeley with studies in architecture and real estate. Ruth worked
in real estate while Ralph also built
several church buildings and apartment complexes before they retired and
moved to east Texas in 1990.
The Wilsons have three sons: Gary
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Showcasing the moments of your life and the lives of loved ones.

(deceased), John and Jeff. John and his
wife Carolyne live in Tahoka, Texas,
where he serves as an elder. John is a
building contractor, and Carolylne is a
teacher. Jeff and his wife, Laura Lee,
live in Wilkesboro, N.C. Jeff is retired
and leads singing for his congregation,
and Laura Lee has a medical practice
in Wilkesboro. Ralph and Ruth have
five grandchildren and seven greatgrandchildren.
Ralph is 95 years old, and Ruth is
89. Both have been Christians since
their early teenage years, and both
are still active, loving, dedicated and
generous members of Christ’s Church.
Their work and generosity for the
Lord’s church continues with support
for mission work in Ghana, distribution of Bibles and special needs for the
local and area congregations.

Memorials
Earline Perry
1927-2016
Since early in their marriage, Earline
Perry and her husband, Lowell, prayed
that the message of God’s love could
cover the earth. In 1976, they were
instrumental in the founding of World
Christian Broadcasting. The next year
Lowell lost
his life in a
tragic airplane
explosion near
the island of
Martinique while
he and two others
were searching
for the first
broadcast site for
the new ministry.
Earline never faltered in supporting
WCB from its beginning until her
death on Feb. 19, 2016. “Earline is
a remarkable servant,” said Dr. Bob
Scott, first president of WCB. “Lowell
was the love of her life; they were a
matched pair. Their family has had
great influence on those around them.”
Despite the crash, Earline became
an advocate for WCB and helped with
fundraising. When the Alaska station

was built, Earline went to attend the
grand opening.
Shortly before Lowell’s death,
Earline earned her realtor’s license.
She sold her first two houses the day
before Lowell left for the Caribbean.
Her real estate business prospered, and
through that income Earline became
one of WCB’s most generous donors.
For the last 25 years, Earline has
been on our Board of Directors. Charles
Caudill, president of WCB, said, “She is
one of the strongest supporters we have,
financially and in encouragement.”
Earline is remembered fondly by the
staff of WCB as one who not only came
to board meetings, but also who walked
throughout the building to encourage —
and distribute substantial financial gifts
— to all staff members.
On hearing the news of Earline’s
death, charter Board member, Dr.
George Bridges, wrote, “She had one
of the strongest Christian characters
I have ever witnessed. Her strength
when she received the news of
Lowell’s passing ... was a monumental
example to all of us to keep on keeping
on. She led her family in faith as they
continued their walk with the Savior
in troubled times. Always gracious,
looking forward, talking to any and all
about WCB and its mission of reaching
the entire world for Christ...”
Rex Morgan, Senior Producer for
Latin America, wrote, “A great, loving,
and generous woman has been taken
home. Her example and mission will
live on through us. Our prayers are
with her family.”
Earline is survived by her two sons,
David and Greg, and a daughter,
Susan, as well as four grandchildren
and seven great-grandchildren.
Del Green, 91, Albuquerque, N.M.,
Feb. 21. Harley Sisson, Sr., 83, Hope,
Ark., Jan. 11.

Memorial/Honor Gifts
The Christian Chronicle appreciates and acknowledges generous gifts
received in memory of Mary Brooks of
Bartlesville, Okla., and Lloyd Brooks
of Somerville, Ala.

Entries should be submitted to milestones@christianchronicle.org or call (405) 425-5070.
Rates and guidelines are available upon request (credit card preferred).
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EDITORIAL

Our presidential
choice: Jesus

R

emember to love.
Maybe you’ve noticed, but it’s
presidential campaign season in
the United States.
Forgive us for saying so, but some of
us seem to be on edge — mimicking
the name-calling, anger-infused
dialogue of certain candidates.
Perhaps we’ve decided that “they will
know we are Christians by our political
vitriol?”
Wait, what!?
We liked what Christian Chronicle
reader Jake Perkins, who preaches
for the Canadian Church of Christ in
Texas, said on Twitter recently.
“Don’t forget you can vote for The
Lamb every day,” Perkins tweeted.
He’s right, you know. This might be
a good time to remind all of us that the
Kingdom we serve is not of this world.
Our leader paid the
‘Our God is price and determined
ultimate election
bigger than the
outcome 2,000-plus
politics.’ years ago.
We’ve read the end of
the Book.
Spoiler alert: Satan loses!
That means we can focus on what
really matters — and that has nothing
do with elephants or donkeys (see
related story, Page 3).
Sure, pay attention to debates
concerning our nation’s future. Seek
to support candidates who espouse
values and policies that respect our
Creator. But our hope is in heaven, not
Washington, D.C.
“Render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s and to God the things that are
God’s,” Jesus said in Mark 12:17. Oh,
that would we heed our Savior’s words.
Even in an election year, may we
Christians find a way to be known for
our love, not our political affiliations.
May more of us take in strangers and
share Jesus with immigrants and give
parents with special-needs children
welcomed nights out (see Page 1 for
more details).
Our God is bigger than politics.
Remember to love.

VIDEO STILL VIA VIMEO.COM

In a video for The Hills Church of Christ in Texas, Chet McDoniel discusses his struggles with a bully and suicidal thoughts.
Watch the the video and see The Christian Chronicle’s 2012 interview with McDoniel at www.christianchronicle.org.

God can use my suffering to change a bully
hadn’t asked for it before.
I remember in high school, junior year, one day he
came walking up to me after school. I braced myself,
thinking it was going to start all over again.
He said, “I have to tell you something. Last weekend
I went on what my friend called a church retreat.
While I was there, I made Jesus my Lord and Savior.
y name is Chet. I was born in 1980 with no arms
“And I knew that the first thing I had to do Monday
and shortened legs.
morning was come apologize to you, because I know
Junior high was my darkest time by far. There
Jesus never would have said any of those things to
was one guy in my English class who, every day,
you. I’m sorry, and I ask for your forgiveness.”
every day, would say something about me all through
I remember so distinctly, as he walked away, praying
class. He had running jokes with the rest of the In the Word “Why him? Are you kidding me? This is who
students that the teacher wouldn’t be aware of.
we’re letting into the Kingdom? No! He tortured
He would set up a name for me ahead of time
me. You may have forgotten, God, but I haven’t!”
and he would find a way to use it in discussions.
God gets a lot of blame for the evil in the
My least favorite was “Stump.” Even today —
world, but God was doing something in that
when talking about a tree stump — I feel some
bully’s life that was good — and I didn’t want
anger inside me, just saying the word.
him to. Where does that evil come from? Why
I somehow summoned the courage to tell the
would God cause that evil inside of me while
teacher what was going on in her class. Her
trying to work good in a bully’s life?
response was that I was making all of it up. It
God’s will was for that guy to come to
Chet McDoniel know him. I was the one — even as a selfwas all in my head. I should just get over it.
I remember so vividly that evening, lying
proclaimed Christian — standing there saying
in bed, thinking of the ways that I could — with no
“I don’t want that.” So when we blame God for evil, it
arms — accomplish the goal of killing myself. Of all
doesn’t make any sense, does it?
the times I questioned God, that was the night where
The suffering I went through in junior high was the
I truly wrestled with him.
starting point of God’s pursuit of that bully.
I said, “The gloves are off. You’ve got to either remove
And, if that’s the case, then I pray that God lead me
this guy from my situation, remove me from that class or to my next point of suffering, because I want someone
I’m coming to see you. Because I’m done with this life.”
else — even if it means hurting me — to know God.
The funny thing about giving God two choices is
that he usually picks a third.
CHET McDONIEL, his wife of 11 years, Joni, and their three daughters live
The next day, I was in the same class with the same in Fort Worth, Texas. He is the author of “I’m Not Broken,” worship minister
bully. But I knew somebody was there. I knew there
for the Lake Cities Church of Christ, in Trophy Club, Texas, and an inspirational
was a support that I hadn’t felt before — because I
speaker. Learn more at chetmcdoniel.com.
“I want you to know, brothers, that what has
happened to me has really served to advance the
Gospel ... And most of the brothers, having become
confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much
more bold to speak the Word without fear.”
— Philippians 1:12,14, English Standard Version
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Encouraged and inspired
‘CAREGIVERS’ SERIES DRAWS a flood of responses from readers near and far

T

he first part of our “Caregivers”
series featured Hayley Waldron.
The young wife relies on God as
she loves and supports her husband, Harrison, who suffered a brain
injury in a four-wheeler accident.
Part two told the story of Rhonda
Fernandez, who oversees the aroundthe-clock hospice care of her parents,
Jack and Frances Zorn.
Both stories received an overwhelming response. Following is feedback
from two Christians we interviewed
and one of our readers.

PHIL WALDRON

Waldron and wife Donna are Harrison’s parents.

Donna shared with me a series
of messages from a young wife and
mother in Perth, Australia, who had
read about Harrison’s accident in The
Christian Chronicle. Her husband
suffered a similar
injury in June 2015
and is home now with
no trach tube and
walking and talking.
He apparently still
has a long way to go
in his recovery, but
reading that woman’s
story was another great encouragement — among many that we have
received — as we wait and hope for
God’s healing of Harrison.
Thanks to the Shepherd Center’s
great care, Harrison was discharged
in a wheelchair to move home to
Hayley’s mom and dad’s house near
Nashville, Tenn., on Jan. 27.
Harrison has a shunt in his brain
that allows his body to regulate the
quantity of fluid around the brain,
and he is still breathing through a
trach tube. Due to his injuries, he
even has to learn to swallow all over
again. He also will have to learn how
to walk and talk again.
Presently he has to be hoisted
from the bed and placed in a wheelchair just like when he was at
Shepherd. He will undergo surgery
to repair his skull (cranioplasty),
where a large portion of bone was
removed immediately after the acci-

PHOTO PROVIDED BY WALDRON FAMILY

Hayley Waldron cozies up to her husband, Harrison, at her parents’ house in Tennessee.
dent. The bone removal was to
lower the pressure on the brain due
to massive swelling.
Numerous people who have had
a loved one go through this type of
recovery have indicated to us that
often there is a much more rapid rate
of recovery after the cranioplasty.
We pray that it is so.

RHONDA FERNANDEZ

Fernandez is the daughter of Jack and Frances Zorn.

I cannot tell you how overwhelmed I have been with kind
words and truly inspired people
over the amazing story you wrote.
A lady called Mom and Dad’s house
from another state and said her
Sunday school class read the article
in full and used it as a tool to improve
their widow shut-ins ministry.
I am floored at the stories I am
hearing. I had reservations in the
beginning about
the article, thinking
that adult diapers
and hidden stove
knobs were private
matters and utterly
uninteresting.
However, I had
no idea how many
people were needing to have eldercare family meetings. A lot of the
population pretends this crisis is just
not happening. I am so glad that I
prayed about it and your warmness

made me see the need, because it
has truly inspired some others into
action. My sister Resa has gotten
such heartwarming responses also.

LOWELL WHITE

White is an evangelist for the Wilkesboro Church of Christ
in North Carolina.

I noticed your request in the
December issue about caregivers.
My wife, Robin, cared for her
father until he died, then her
mother, then her sister who had
Down’s syndrome. We had returned
from the mission field in Nigeria.
Robin would drive 90 miles to her
other sister’s house and help take
care of her parents and sister. She
would usually stay three or four days
and return to be at church with me
and our youngest son.
She has always expressed thanks
that we were not halfway around the
world and that she
could be there for her
parents during the last
years of their lives.
Robin’s dad was a
preacher for close to
60 years. One of the
things he and his wife
did no matter where
they lived was make sure there was
something their Down’s daughter,
Jonell, could be involved in. If there
wasn’t, they would get something
started.
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FROM OUR READERS

Missionary gave up
everything — even
his life — in Africa

In the February issue on Page
13 is a Spotlight about the recent
terror attack in Burkina Faso.
My friend of 25 years, Mike
Riddering, gave up everything he
had in Florida and
spent the last five
years of his life
providing for and
helping widows
and orphans in
Burkina Faso. He
died in the attack.
His work impacted
Russ Garner
many lives, and he
truly lived out what
James 1:27 says about religion that
God “accepts as pure and faultless.”
The last time Mike was in the
U.S., he was doing some fundraising at his home congregation and
spoke of the fears that each of us
have that get in the way of accomplishing great things for Christ.
In his talk, he spoke of terrorism and Ebola and dwelled on
Philippians 1:21. (“For to me, to
live is Christ, and to die is gain.”)
Mike believed this with all of
his heart and died doing what
Christ had purposed for him.
RUSS GARNER is an elder of the West Broward
Church of Christ in Plantation, Fla.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Mike Riddering, 45, died Jan 15.

Praise from West Africa

Thank God for his grace in your
ministry. I am one of the several
thousands who are benefitting from
The Christian Chronicle. May the
Lord continue to strengthen you.

Adio Anibaba | Lagos, Nigeria
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A global God: Authors explore faith on world stage
Volf sees religions’ power for peace

M

iroslav Volf demonstrates the “Globalization,” he writes, “stands in
power of faith to bring recon- need of the visions of flourishing that
ciliation among humans and
world religions offer.”
flourishing life for the indiThough some attack religion as
vidual — even in a globalized world.
violent, Volf counters that “world
In “Flourishing: Why We Need
religions, as historically practiced,
Religion in a Globalized
are neither simply violent nor
World,” Volf, professor
In Print
simply peaceable but ambivaof systematic theology
lent.” All major world religions,
and founding director of
he writes, “have been implithe Center for Faith and
cated in violence and all have
Culture at Yale University,
contributed to peace.”
focuses on faith in the
For Volf, malfunctions in
context of globalization —
practice, teaching or belonging
the ever-increasing intercause violence — not reliconnectivity of businesses,
gion practiced well. Even
technologies and philosoRon Bruner
those believing their faith to
phies around the world.
be exclusively true can live at
He sees globalization as potentially peace with others, he writes.
helpful — a force that can reduce
Because malfunctioning religion
violence worldwide through trade
and misguided globalization break
and interaction. However, since
the peace, reconciliation is necessary.
economics drives globalization, the
His examples include post-apartheid
“flourishing” that globalization offers South Africans, whose religiously
is consumption-oriented and ecologframed moves of confession and
ically irresponsible, Volf argues.
forgiveness brought reconciliation.

H H H H H
Miroslav Volf. Flourishing: Why
We Need Religion in a Globalized
World. New Haven, Conn.: Yale
University Press, 2015. 280 pages. $28.
Volf suggests that world religions
offer two things globalization does
not. First, for globalization, flourishing
is mere consumption — “health,

wealth, fertility and longevity.” For
religion, flourishing is contentment,
compassion for neighbors and a
healthy planet.
Second, all world religions function
as agents of reconciliation, he writes,
healing relationships damaged by the
friction of moves toward globalization.
If Volf’s proposal were enacted,
world religions could reframe globalization’s vision of flourishing to
include economic justice and environmental responsibility. Globalization
could bring a peace that empowers
people of differing religions to have
respectful conversations without abandoning truths they hold sacred.
“Flourishing” is an important read,
especially for those whose ministry
or business crosses borders.
This challenging book envisions
a world where thoughtful people
can publicly practice their faith and
respectfully dialogue with others
holding diverse beliefs.
RON BRUNER is executive director of Westview
Boys’ Home and a member of the Childress Church
of Christ in Texas.

What do changing demographics mean for Christianity’s future?

O

H H H H H
Dyron Daughrity. To Whom Does
Christianity Belong? Critical Issues
in World Christianity. Minneapolis:
Fortress Press, 2015. 326 pages. $29.

ver the past generation, the
of Christ. He delves into both
center of global Christianity
Christian theology and church history
has shifted from the West to
to track the ways Christianity has
the Global South and East.
changed and continues to change.
Dyron Daughrity, professor of reliHe tackles the rise of secugion at Pepperdine University in
larism in the Western world and
Malibu, Calif., argues that
its influences on European
as the center of Christianity
Christianity. He holds out
changes, old paradigms
hope, however, noting that
must change as well.
many Christians in Europe are
In “To Whom Does
weathering the storm of secuChristianity Belong?
larization and may serve as
Critical Issues in World
exemplars of faith in faithless
Christianity,” Daughrity
times. Daughrity also shows
points out how the early
how migration is influencing
Daniel McGraw
church began to change as
Christianity in the West.
it moved from Jerusalem
He applies this boundless
to the Gentiles. The understanding
Christianity to three contemporary
of church continued to change as
issues — marriage and sexuality;
it entered new cultures and lands,
women; and worship. He presents
giving rise to the ecumenical moveperspectives from various parts of the
ment, which promotes Christian
world to show that the questions are
unity throughout the world.
often bigger than we imagine.
Daughrity describes changes
One of the greatest strengths of
happening throughout Christendom
this book is that Daughrity intro— not just in the West or in Churches duces the reader to followers of Christ

in different cultures who “are all
embracing Christianity in their own
way according to their own context.”
The book does require a deeper
understanding of the ongoing
discussion, however, and thus might
prove a challenge to readers simply
looking for a good book to enjoy. It
would be a wonderful textbook for
a world religions course or to help
missions committees come to a
deeper appreciation of the changing
nature of world Christianity.
Some readers will be frustrated
that Daughrity never answers his
own title question. Others will
appreciate that the question is multifaceted and ever-changing and, thus,
is unanswerable.
The beauty of the Kingdom is
that it is able to grow in all cultures,
regions and languages.
DANIEL McGRAW is preaching minister for the
West University Church of Christ in Houston, whose
members speak six different first languages.
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NEW AND NOTEWORTHY
Pulpit Minister/Evangelist

CHRISTIAN LIVING

John Mark Comer.
Garden City:
Work, Rest, and
the Art of Being
Human. Grand
Rapids, Mich.: 2015.
323 pages. $20.99.

Comer, a preacher from Portland,
Ore., tackles questions about life’s
purpose. The first two sections
— focusing on work and rest —
dig into the creation account in
Genesis, integrating Hebrew word
study with some New Testament
content. The last section explores
prophecies about heaven and focuses on what work and rest mean in
light of eternity — which begins
now, with us, Comer writes.

MINISTRY

Neil T. Anderson. Becoming a
Disciple-Making Church: A Proven
Method for Growing Spiritually
Mature Christians. Bloomington,
Minn.: 2016. 240 pages. $15.99.
Discipleship ultimately must
be combined with counseling,
Anderson contends. The former
professor at Talbot School of
Theology lays out a blueprint for
how church leaders, ministers
and members can walk with new
Christians through their old
struggles to help them experience freedom in Christ.

FICTION

Julie Cantrell. The
Feathered Bone.
Nashville, Tenn.:
Thomas Nelson,
2016. 384 pages.
$15.99.
Cantrell’s first
novel, “Into the Free,” was a community read at Harding University
in Searcy, Ark. Her latest is set in
pre-Katrina New Orleans.
Poetically written but difficult to
read, the novel covers real-world
problems such as human trafficking, depression and domestic
abuse. Told through a mother and
her sixth-grade daughter, the book
weaves in faith and Scripture.

Small congregation seeks pulpit minister
with preaching/teaching skills to help spread
the Gospel in southern Maine. We offer a
small salary and an apartment with utilities
included. For more information:

Dave Seguin (207) 351-8153 or
Bob Prestridge (207) 363-7028

If interested, send your resume and CD of
two recent sermons to:

Church of Christ
Attn: Search Committee
48 Love Ln.
Kittery, ME 03904
prestre@aol.com

Pulpit Minister (Full Time)
Our chuch is a self-supporting congregation of
about 45 members. We are looking for someone
who will effectively and faithfully preach God’s
word, and has the heart and successful
experience for evangelistic outreach.
Please send a resume, three professional
references, and a sample sermon to:
Preacher Search Committee
Payson Church of Christ
401 E Tyler Parkway
Payson, AZ 85541
Or by email:
preachersearch@paysonchurchofchrist.com

Need Help?
Try Prayer
www.prayformesite.com

Seeking a Self-Supporting
Missionary Servant
• Who loves verse-by-verse expository
preaching instead of homiletics.
• Who can be trained and prepared to
evangelize by feeding the poor and homeless
at this 120-year-old church.
• Who will serve as an associate minister and
prepare to preach the gospel five times a
week to the world by radio every Sunday.
• Who wants to become a missionary to the
world.

www.mainstreet-churchofchrist.com

Full-Time Pulpit Minister
The Church of Christ in Madill, Okla.,
is seeking a full-time pulpit minister.

FA C U LT Y P O S I T I O N AVA I L A B L E
All candidates must be active members of the
church of Christ and committed to Christian education.
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION. Seeking fulltime faculty member for the information systems department. The
successful candidate will have a master’s degree in information
systems or similar discipline (computer science, information science,
etc.) with preference for a doctoral degree. Experience in teaching and
industry, particularly in the field of data analytics or data mining, as
well as programming is desired.
Submit a letter of application and curriculum vitae to Dr. Reet
Cronk, chair of information systems, at rcronk@harding.edu or Box
10774, Searcy, AR 72149.
Harding is the largest private university in Arkansas with 6,009 students and has been
ranked by U.S. News & World Report for the 22nd consecutive year as a top 25 school in
the South. Harding also maintains study abroad programs in Australia, Chile, England,
France, Greece, Italy and Zambia. For more information visit www.harding.edu.

The ideal candidate will have a degree from
a Christian university or preaching school
and several years of pulpit experience.
However, all interested persons should
apply with a resume and sermon samples.
The Madill church is self-supporting, has
approximately 175 members, four elders,
six deacons and an active youth group with
a dedicated youth director. Our church is
a friendly, family-oriented congregation
with a large number of young families and
children.
Madill is a city of approximately 4,000
located halfway between Oklahoma City
and Dallas, only 15 minutes from Lake
Texoma, one of the top recreational areas
in the country. The city also boasts affordable housing and low taxes.
Please send resume and sermon samples to:

Randy Albright, elder
viago720@gmail.com
Madill Church of Christ
PO Box 88
Madill, OK 73446
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With deepest appreciation to those churches who have provided financial support
for our efforts to inform, inspire and unite Churches of Christ worldwide.

ALABAMA: Cedar Grove Church of Christ, Andalusia; 16th and Noble Street Church of Christ, Anniston; Collegeville Church of Christ, Birmingham; Palisades Church of Christ,
Birmingham; Smithville Church of Christ, Birmingham; Housh Chapel Church of Christ, Fayette; Decatur Highway Church of Christ, Gardendale; Georgiana Church of Christ, Georgiana;
Guntersville Church of Christ, Guntersville; Chase Park Church of Christ, Huntsville; Lincoln Church of Christ, Huntsville; Killen Church of Christ, Killen; University Church of Christ,
Mobile; Union Grove Church of Christ, New Market; Opp Church of Christ, Opp; Cox Boulevard Church of Christ, Sheffield. ALASKA: Anchor Point Church of Christ, Anchor Point;
Anchorage Church of Christ, Anchorage. ARIZONA: West Valley Church of Christ, Buckeye; Sun Valley Church of Christ, Gilbert; Desert Church of Christ, Kingman; Kingman Church
of Christ, Kingman; Oro Grande Church of Christ, Lake Havasu City; Mesa Church of Christ, Mesa; Sunset Church of Christ, Morenci; Oracle Church of Christ, Oracle; Village Meadows
Church of Christ, Sierra Vista. ARKANSAS: Church of Christ, Ashdown; Atkins Church of Christ, Atkins; Velvet Ridge Church of Christ, Bald Knob; Beedeville Church of Christ,
Beedeville; New Liberty Church of Christ, Cleveland; Church of Christ, Conway; Mount Comfort Church of Christ, Fayetteville; Hatfield Church of Christ, Hatfield; Valley View Church
of Christ, Jonesboro; Church of Christ, Little Rock; Lorance Drive Church of Christ, Little Rock; Kennedy Boulevard Church of Christ, Monticello; Levy Church of Christ, North Little
Rock; River City Church, North Little Rock; Evening Star Church of Christ, Paragould; Pencil Bluff Church of Christ, Pencil Bluff; Westridge Church of Christ, Pocahontas; Prairie
Grove Church of Christ, Prairie Grove; Saint Joe Church of Christ, Saint Joe; Sheridan Church of Christ, Sheridan; Eastgate Church of Christ, Siloam Springs; Johnson Church of
Christ, Springdale; Church of Christ, Success; Pleasant Valley Church of Christ, Van Buren; Willisville Church of Christ, Waldo. CALIFORNIA: Central Church of Christ, Anaheim;
Auberry Church of Christ, Auberry; Blythe Church of Christ, Blythe; Dos Palos Church of Christ, Dos Palos; Duarte Church of Christ, Duarte; Woodward Park Church of Christ, Fresno;
Imperial Beach Church of Christ, Imperial Beach; Jackson Church of Christ, Jackson; La Puente Church of Christ, La Puente; Live Oak Church of Christ, Live Oak; Montebello Church
of Christ, Montebello; Bird Street Church of Christ, Oroville; Placerville Church of Christ, Placerville; Pleasant View Church of Christ, Pleasanton; Porterville Church of Christ, Porterville;
Alisal Church of Christ, Salinas; 61st & Division Church of Christ, San Diego; 69th Street Church of Christ, San Diego; San Lorenzo Church of Christ, San Lorenzo; Johnson Avenue
Church of Christ, San Luis Obispo; Grand Avenue Church of Christ, Spring Valley; Lassen Street Church of Christ, Vallejo; Victor Valley Church of Christ, Victorville. COLORADO:
Creede Church of Christ, Creede; Kim Church of Christ, Kim; Rye Church of Christ, Rye; Salida Church of Christ, Salida; Church of Christ, Walsh. CONNECTICUT: Groton Church
of Christ, Groton. FLORIDA: 10TH Street Church of Christ, Apopka; 53rd Avenue Church of Christ, Bradenton; Westside Church of Christ, Daytona Beach; 39th Avenue Church of
Christ, Gainesville; SE 10th Church of Christ, Gainesville; Church of Christ, Graceville; Holly Hill Church of Christ, Holly Hill; San Jose Church of Christ, Jacksonville; South 14th
Street Church of Christ, Leesburg; Bay Area Church of Christ, Mango; Brownsville Church of Christ, Miami; Liberty City Church of Christ, Miami; Palo Alto Church of Christ, Panama
City; Sanford Church of Christ, Sanford; Central Church of Christ, Sarasota; Osprey Avenue Church of Christ, Sarasota. GEORGIA: Eastside Church of Christ, Albany; Dantignac
Church of Christ, Augusta; Bainbridge Church of Christ, Bainbridge; North Macon Church of Christ, Macon; Halls Valley Church of Christ, Trion. HAWAII: Church of Christ at Pearl
Harbor, Honolulu; Kauai Church of Christ, Lihue. IDAHO: Idaho Falls Church of Christ, Idaho Falls; Linder Road Church of Christ, Meridian; Pocatello Church of Christ, Pocatello.
ILLINOIS: Arthur Church of Christ, Arthur; Browning Church of Christ, Beardstown; Brookfield Church of Christ, Brookfield; Maplewood Church of Christ, Cahokia; East Park Church
of Christ, Danville; Jacksonville Church of Christ, Jacksonville; Macomb Church of Christ, Macomb; Park Forest Church of Christ, Matteson; Lake Land Church of Christ, Mattoon.
INDIANA: Fall Creek Parkway Church of Christ, Indianapolis; Fountain Square Church of Christ, Indianapolis; North Central Church of Christ, Indianapolis; Fairview Church of Christ,
Mitchell; Church of Christ, Sullivan. IOWA: Sac City Church of Christ, Sac City; West Side Church of Christ, West Union. KANSAS: Cedar Vale Church of Christ, Cedar Vale;
Emporia Church of Christ, Emporia; Eureka Church of Christ, Eureka; Eastwood Church of Christ, Hutchinson; Independence Church of Christ, Independence; Kingman Church of
Christ, Kingman; Norwich Church of Christ, Norwich; Oberlin Church of Christ, Oberlin; 151st Street Church of Christ, Olathe; Russell Church of Christ, Russell; Church of Christ,
Saint Francis; Wellington Church of Christ, Wellington; Chisholm Trail Church of Christ, Wichita. KENTUCKY: Adairville Church of Christ, Adairville; Mars Hill Church of Christ,
Bowling Green; University Church of Christ, Bowling Green; Westport Road Church of Christ, Louisville; Mount Vernon Church of Christ, Park City. LOUISIANA: Greenwell Springs
Road Church of Christ, Baton Rouge; De Quincy Church of Christ, De Quincy; Church of Christ, Franklin; Jennings Church of Christ, Jennings; Montgomery Church of Christ,
Montgomery; Crowder Boulevard Church of Christ, New Orleans; Plain Dealing Church of Christ, Plain Dealing; North Church of Christ, Shreveport; North 5th Street Church of Christ,
West Monroe. MAINE: Caribou Church of Christ, Caribou; Penobscot Valley Church of Christ, Hudson. MARYLAND: Church of Christ of Aberdeen, Aberdeen; Central Church of
Christ, Baltimore; Beltway Church of Christ, Camp Springs; District Heights Church of Christ, District Heights; Salisbury Church of Christ, Salisbury. MASSACHUSETTS: Greater
Springfield Church of Christ, Chicopee. MICHIGAN: Allen Park Church of Christ, Allen Park; 20th Street Church of Christ, Battle Creek; Heritage Church of Christ, Clawson; Redford
Church of Christ, Detroit; Springbrook Hills Church of Christ, Dewitt; Farmington Hills Church of Christ, Farmington Hills; Lapeer Church of Christ, Lapeer; Milan Church of Christ,
Milan; Mount Morris Church of Christ, Mount Morris; Newberry Church of Christ, Newberry; West 8th Avenue Church of Christ, Sault Saint Marie; Van Dyke Church of Christ, Warren.
MISSISSIPPI: Hanging Moss Road Church of Christ, Jackson; West Main Church of Christ, Okolona; Rosedale Church of Christ, Rosedale. MISSOURI: Arnold Church of Christ,
Arnold; Blackwater Church of Christ, Blackwater; Bakerville Church of Christ, Bragg City; Church of Christ, California; Mill Street Church of Christ, Cassville; Gainesville Church of
Christ, Gainesville; Church of Christ, Jefferson City; Freedom Church of Christ, Montreal; Nevada Church of Christ, Nevada; O’Fallon Church of Christ, O’Fallon; Flat River Church of
Christ, Park Hills; Raytown Church of Christ, Raytown. MONTANA: Church of Christ, Helena; South Hills Church of Christ, Helena; Red Lodge Church of Christ, Red Lodge.
NEBRASKA: Beatrice Church of Christ, Beatrice; Church of Christ, Grand Island; Hastings Church of Christ, Hastings. NEW HAMPSHIRE: Manchester Church of Christ,
Manchester; Seabrook Church of Christ, Seabrook. NEW JERSEY: Freehold Church of Christ, Freehold; Church of Christ, Morristown; Toms River Church of Christ, Toms River.
NEW MEXICO: Montgomery Church of Christ, Albuquerque; Netherwood Park Church of Christ, Albuquerque; Riverside Church of Christ, Albuquerque; Fox & Lake Church of Christ,
Carlsbad; Cimarron Church of Christ, Cimarron; Dora Church of Christ, Dora; Mountainair Church of Christ, Mountainair; Thoreau Church of Christ, Thoreau. NEW YORK: Linwood
Church of Christ, Buffalo; Church of Christ-Hollis, Jamaica; Massena Church of Christ, Massena; Lawson Road Church of Christ, Rochester; Church of Christ, Roosevelt; Westchester
Church of Christ, White Plains. NORTH CAROLINA: Boyd Lake Road Church of Christ, Hamlet; Scotland Neck Church of Christ, Scotland Neck. OHIO: North Hill Church of Christ,
Akron; Beallsville Church of Christ, Beallsville; Perry Church of Christ, Bellville; Stop Nine Church of Christ, Byesville; Southeast Church of Christ, Canton; Residence Park Church of
Christ, Dayton; Church of Christ, Saint Clairsville; Northwest Church of Christ, Trotwood; West Jefferson Church of Christ, West Jefferson; Woodsfield Church of Christ, Woodsfield.
OKLAHOMA: Elm & Hudson Church of Christ, Altus; Tamarack Road Church of Christ, Altus; College Hill Church of Christ, Alva; Anadarko Church of Christ, Anadarko; Antlers

APRIL 2016

March 18-19 We Care Seminar
and Crusade. Kirksville Church
of Christ, Kirksville, Mo.
(660) 627-4003.
March 24-26 Spring Sing.
Harding University. (501) 279-4255.
March 26-31 Churches of
Christ National Lectureship.
Memphis, Tenn. (901) 684-6664,
www.nlcoc2016.com.
March 27-31 Memphis School
of Preaching Lectures. Memphis,
Tenn. (901) 751-2242, office@
msop.org.
March 29 Eastern European
Missions Event. “The Impossible
Dream.” College Station, Texas. Dale,
(903) 388-8453, dale mitchell@
eem.org, www.eem.org.
March 31-April 4 Africa
Missionary Retreat. Cape Town,
South Africa. robert@angolateam.
org.
April 3-6 Ohio Valley
University Lectureship. “The
Solution to a Shattered World.”
Vienna, W.Va. (304) 865-6128,
gk.pennington@ovu.edu.
April 6-9 The Tulsa Workshop.
“From Darkness to Light.” Tulsa,
Okla. (918) 344-3402, www.tulsaworkshop.org.
April 8-9 Makin’ Music. FreedHardeman University.
www.makinmusic@fhu.edu.
April 12 McGaw Lecture, Dr.
Miroslav Volf. Oklahoma Christian
University. (405) 425-6300, www.
oc.edu/volf.
April 15-16 Women Walking
with God. Park City, Kan.
www.walkingwithGod.com.
April 16 Nations University
Annual Endowment Dinner.
Harpeth Hills Church of Christ,
Brentwood, Tenn. (615) 373-0601.
April 16-17 Pearland Church
of Christ Homecoming. Pearland,
Texas. Gretchen, (713) 202-6699,
www.pearlandcoc.com.
April 21-24 Christian Women:
Trophies of Grace. (910) 583-6449,
www.ladieslectureshipretreat.org.
April 22-24 Xperience 2016
Youth Rally. “Witness.” Poteau,
Okla. (918) 721-3848.
April 30 Battlefield Heroes —
Protecting Purity. Huntsville, Ala.
(256) 895-8717.
April 30-May 1 Arlington Church
of Christ 75th Anniversary.
FULL CALENDAR, www.christianchronicle.org

CALENDAR
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Church of Christ, Antlers; Downtown Church of Christ, Bixby; Boswell Church of Christ, Boswell; Southern Oaks Church of Christ,
Chickasha; Choctaw Church of Christ, Choctaw; Clayton Church of Christ, Clayton; Colcord Church of Christ, Colcord; Carter Park
Church of Christ, Del City; Church of Christ, Dill City; Dill City Church of Christ, Dill City; Forgan Church of Christ, Forgan; Granite
Church of Christ, Granite; Indiahoma Church of Christ, Indiahoma; North Town Church of Christ, McAlester; Church of Christ,
Meeker; Chandler Road Church of Christ, Muskogee; Noble Church of Christ, Noble; Church of Christ, Okemah; Grand Boulevard
Church of Christ, Oklahoma City; Memorial Road Church of Christ, Oklahoma City; 7th & Jackson Church of Christ, Perry;
Hartford Avenue Church of Christ, Ponca City; 6th & Locust Church of Christ, Sayre; Central Church of Christ, Shawnee; Farrall
Street Church of Christ, Shawnee; Cincinnati Avenue Church of Christ, Sperry; Highland Church of Christ, Tecumseh; Park Plaza
Church of Christ, Tulsa; Velma Church of Christ, Velma; Wetumka Church of Christ, Wetumka; Wynnewood Church of Christ,
Wynnewood. OREGON: Circle Church of Christ, Corvallis; Eugene Church of Christ, Eugene. PENNSYLVANIA: Uniontown
Church of Christ, Cherry Tree; Lower Bucks Church of Christ, Fairless Hills; Somerset Church of Christ, Somerset; Church of
Christ of Wellsboro, Wellsboro. RHODE ISLAND: Kent County Church of Christ, Coventry; South County Church of Christ,
Wakefield. SOUTH CAROLINA: Lexington Church of Christ, Lexington; Summerville Church of Christ, Summerville; Grand Strand
Church of Christ, Surfside Beach. SOUTH DAKOTA: Vermillion Church of Christ, Vermillion; Yankton Church of Christ, Yankton.
TENNESSEE: Bartlett Woods Church of Christ, Arlington; Camden Church of Christ, Camden; Eva Road Church of Christ,
Camden; Centerville Church of Christ, Centerville; East Brainerd Church of Christ, Chattanooga; Church of Christ at Trenton
Crossing, Clarksville; Airtake Church of Christ, Collierville; Graymere Church of Christ, Columbia; West 7th Street Church of Christ,
Columbia; Jefferson Avenue Church of Christ, Cookeville; Pickwick Church of Christ, Counce; Smyrna Church of Christ, Culleoka;
Balentine Church of Christ, Cypress Inn; Gallatin Church of Christ, Gallatin; Hendersonville Church of Christ, Hendersonville;
Hohenwald Church of Christ, Hohenwald; Linden Church of Christ, Linden; Madison Church of Christ, Madison; Maryville Church of
Christ, Maryville; Great Oaks Church of Christ, Memphis; Quince Church of Christ, Memphis; Chestnut Grove Church of Christ,
Morrison; Acklen Avenue Church of Christ, Nashville; Brentwood Hills Church of Christ, Nashville; Radnor Church of Christ,
Nashville; Pegram Church of Christ, Pegram; Union Hill Church of Christ, Portland; Berea Church of Christ, Ramer; Rockvale
Church of Christ, Rockvale; Fairlane Church of Christ, Shelbyville; Sherwood Church of Christ, Sherwood; Silver Point Church of
Christ, Silver Point; Exchange Street Church of Christ, Union City. TEXAS: Westside Church of Christ, Alvin; Bertram Church of
Christ, Bertram; 14th & Main Church of Christ, Big Spring; Church of Christ, Big Spring; Northside Church of Christ, Bonham; Boyd
Church of Christ, Boyd; Bronte Church of Christ, Bronte; Brownfield Church of Christ, Brownfield; Buna Church of Christ, Buna;
Central Church of Christ, Burkburnett; Church of Christ in Wildwood, Carthage; Clarendon Church of Christ, Clarendon; Clifton
Church of Christ, Clifton; Columbus Church of Christ, Columbus; Tamina Church of Christ, Conroe; Grace Street Church of Christ,
Crockett; Flamingo Road Church of Christ, Crowley; Cushing Church of Christ, Cushing; Mt. Mitchell Church of Christ, Daingerfield;
4th Avenue Church of Christ, Dallas; Hawn Freeway Church of Christ, Dallas; Walnut Hill Church of Christ, Dallas; Sherman Drive
Church of Christ, Denton; Frankston Church of Christ, Frankston; Gail Church of Christ, Gail; Broadway Church of Christ,
Galveston; Buckingham Road Church of Christ, Garland; Loving Highway Church of Christ, Graham; Haslet Church of Christ,
Haslet; Hidden Valley Church of Christ, Houston; Memorial Church of Christ, Houston; Westbury Church of Christ, Houston; Church
of Christ, Iraan; Itasca Church of Christ, Itasca; 4th & Main Church of Christ, Joshua; College Street Church of Christ, Junction;
Chandler Street Church of Christ, Kilgore; Cold Springs Church of Christ, Lancaster; South Plains Church of Christ, Lubbock;
Woodlands Park Church of Christ, Mansfield; Travis Peak Church of Christ, Marble Falls; Matador Church of Christ, Matador; Maud
Church of Christ, Maud; Meadow Church of Christ, Meadow; Valley Creek Church of Christ, Mesquite; 6th Avenue Church of
Christ, Mineral Wells; Alton Iglesia de Cristo, Mission; North Ridge Church of Christ, Mount Pleasant; Needville Church of Christ,
Needville; Tanglewood Church of Christ, Odessa; Church of Christ, Palacios; Lamar Avenue Church of Christ, Paris; 13th &
Jefferson Church of Christ, Perryton; 9th & Columbia Church of Christ, Plainview; Ash & Carver Church of Christ, Plainview;
Church of Christ in Porter, Porter; North Bay Church of Christ, Portland; Wieland Church of Christ, Quinlan; Greenville Avenue
Church of Christ, Richardson; Richland Springs Church of Christ, Richland Springs; Roaring Springs Church of Christ, Roaring
Springs; Saltillo Church of Christ, Saltillo; San Pedro Church of Christ, San Antonio; San Saba Church of Christ, San Saba;
Sanderson Church of Christ, Sanderson; Savoy Church of Christ, Savoy; Schulenburg Church of Christ, Schulenburg; Parkview
Church of Christ, Sherman; Western Heights Church of Christ, Sherman; Stafford Church of Christ, Stafford; Sterling City Church
of Christ, Sterling City; Sweeny Church of Christ, Sweeny; Northside Church of Christ, Temple; Woodland Oaks Church of Christ,
The Woodlands; Throckmorton Church of Christ, Throckmorton; Hufsmith Church of Christ, Tomball; North Tenneha Church of
Christ, Tyler; Graham Street Church of Christ, Waxahachie; Wheeler Church of Christ, Wheeler; Whitney Church of Christ,
Whitney; Shep Church of Christ, Wingate. UTAH: Church of Christ, Monticello. VERMONT: South Burlington Church of Christ,
South Burlington; Springfield Church of Christ, Springfield. VIRGINIA: Collinsville Church of Christ, Collinsville; Church of Christ,
Covington; Emporia Church of Christ, Emporia; Glen Allen Church of Christ, Glen Allen; Petersburg Church of Christ, Petersburg.
WASHINGTON: Cashmere Church of Christ, Cashmere; Twin Cities Church of Christ, Centralia; Olympia Church of Christ,
Olympia; Southside Church of Christ, Seattle; Southside Church of Christ, Spokane; Lakeview Church of Christ, Tacoma. WEST
VIRGINIA: Camden Avenue Church of Christ, Parkersburg; Prosperity Church of Christ, Prosperity; George Street Church of
Christ, Saint Marys. WISCONSIN: Beaver Dam Church of Christ, Beaver Dam; Fond Du Lac Church of Christ, Fond Du Lac;
Oakhaven Church of Christ, Oshkosh; Platteville Church of Christ Platteville; Stevens Point Church of Christ, Stevens Point;
Waupaca Church of Christ, Waupaca. WYOMING: Church of Christ, Thermopolis.
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Know who you are — and whose you are
— before you commit ‘til death do us part’
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The Children’s Home of Lubbock, Texas,

an accredited child-care ministry affiliated with
Churches of Christ, is seeking candidates for the
position of President. The President is ultimately
responsible for all aspects of the operations of
the organization including implementation of
programs and services, application of policy, fund
development and accountability for all resources
and assets of the Children’s Home of Lubbock.

Information about the
Children’s Home of Lubbock
may be found at:

www.childshome.org

The anticipated vacancy will occur with the
planned retirement of the current President.
Please send cover letter and resume to:

Jerry Hoover,
Board of Directors Chair:
hoovercpa@nts-online.net
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ecently a man that fairly often
shares morning coffee with me
casually reported that, after he
had been married 22 years with a
grown daughter, he and his wife
divided everything evenly and went
their separate ways.
This seemed no surprise to anyone
at the table but me. My parents were
married 64 years. My wife’s parents
were married 49 years. Most of my
friends have been married decades.
When I looked at my plan for
columns this year, I wondered if
I wanted to write about marriage
near the first anniversary of my
wife’s death. I wondered only briefly
because I remain as committed to
the importance of marriage as ever.
Since the late 1960s, I have regularly been honored by former
students who ask me to perform
their weddings. I have never been a
marriage counselor, but I have been
a careful observer of that complex
and meaningful relationship.
When two people stand before
God, family and friends to make
vows concluding with “Till death
do us part,” they need to know who
they are. A strong marriage can
only develop when two people know
themselves. Each person needs
to be old enough and have had
enough experiences to understand
the potential for their lives. A whirlwind romance may be exciting and
passionate, but it may keep a couple
from knowing as much about each
other to be certain they can live up
to those traditional vows, which I
still think have great merit.
As I reflect on the challenge of
spending a lifetime together, I am
sure that nothing is more important than each person’s commitment to understanding the heart
and mind of the other. We are
all very different, and we are all
growing, changing. What is true of
a person one year will change over
time. Keeping up with the spiritual,
physical and personality changes
in a spouse is not easy, but vital.
It means never taking each other
for granted. Four centuries ago
Shakespeare observed:
“Let me not to the marriage of true

minds admit impediment. Love is not
love which alters when it alteration
finds, or bends with the remover to
remove: O, no! It is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never
shaken; … Love’s not Time’s fool,
though rosy lips and cheeks within
his bending sickle’s
Insight
compass come; love
alters not with his
brief hours and weeks,
but bears it out even
to the edge of doom.”
In this sexually
charged society,
many young people
believe that sexual
Bailey McBride satisfaction is the
chief measure of a
relationship. I recently heard a noted
sex therapist counsel that couples
should determine sexual compatibility early in a relationship because
if other aspects of a relationship are
more established, leaving the relationship becomes difficult.
I have no doubt that God approves
of satisfying sex, but I don’t believe
it is the measure of a relationship.
I believe that each person should
ask the question, “Will this person
help me live closer to God and eventually live eternally in heaven?” I
don’t think this is a one-discussion
issue. Couples should explore their
thoughts and feelings long enough to
be sure they are on the same page.
I also believe that couples should
talk about parenting. My wife, Joyce,
and I both knew we wanted children, and we were satisfied with
that. But when our children came,
we discovered we were miles apart.
Joyce, who was probably the most
obedient person ever, had parents
who were very strict and controlling.
My parents began treating me as an
adult as early as I can remember.
I am really happy that most couples
today go for marriage counseling. The
process begins the open discussion
and communication so important to
building a healthy relationship.
“Till death do us part” is a serious
commitment and can make life joyful,
happy and shared.
CONTACT bailey.mcbride@christianchronicle.org.
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GOSPEL
ADVOCATE

New from Gospel Advocate
The Best Husband Ever

A TRUSTED NAME SINCE 1855

Don’t let the name scare you. It’s a group study
for men and women that can help you become
the best “family” ever. Take the challenge and
order your copy today. Better yet, introduce
the book to your Bible class and see how much
better the relationships of the people in your
class can get. G56655.

ONLY $9.99!

JOHNSON

MAY

JONES

HAYES

Just As I Am:

Married, Divorced and Remarried
by: Wayne D unaway

Jesus, the great “I AM,”
accepts us just as we are -even if we are “married,
divorced and remarried.”

wdunaway.blogspot.com

(256) 624-6024
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, etc.

1-800-251-8446
order@gospeladvocate.com
www.gospeladvocate.com

More Than Church Members

Disciples.

More Than A Community

A Mission.
More Than A Religion

A REVOLUTION.

M AY
13-15
A HANDS-ON
EXPLORATION OF
RELATIONAL
DISCIPLING AND
CHURCH PLANTING

RESTORING THE REVOLUTIONARY
MISSION OF CHRIST'S CHURCH
SPEAKERS

• David Young • Harold Shank • Jimmy Adcox • Sally Shank
• Scott Sager • Steve Cloer • Glenn Robb • Milton Stanley
• John Magnuson • David Skidmore • Amy Sain

Register Online @ northboulevard.com/newdayconference
For more information or help with registration, call the church office at 615.893.1520
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A SCHOLAR
OVER 82% OF LCU STUDENTS

involved in mentored undergraduate research have been selected to
present this year at NCUR (National Council of Undergraduate Research),
one of the premier student research conferences in the nation.

Believe. Belong. Be Blue.
Jordan
Conducts and presents research
on antibiotic resistance to E.coli

LUBBOCK CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
800.933.7601 or 806.720.7151

| LCU.edu
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Connect with us at Be.LCU.edu

